This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


S*<^    \2)< 


'<*^ 


<^s-o 


'> 


Digitized  by 


« 

Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ACCOUNTS   AND    PAPERS: 


SEVENTEEN  VOLUMES. 


(U.)- 


SLAVERY. 


Session 

15  November  1837 16  August  18  38. 


VOL.   XLIX. 


1838. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^czxfcTT^-cr-^^-^— 


L^.*^    C? 


<yc 


<.^o 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ACCOUNTS   AND   PAPERS: 
1837-8. 


SEVENTEEN  FOLUMES:— CONTENTS  OF  THE 
FOURTEENTH  VOLUME. 


N.B. — THE  Figures  at  the  beginning  of  the  line,  correspond  with  the  K*  at  the 
foot  of  each  Paper;  and  the  Figures  at  the  end  of  the  line,  refer  to  tfie  MS.  Paging  of 
the  Volumes  arranged  for  The  House  of  Commons. 


PAPERS  in  Explanation  of  the  Measures  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  for  giving  Effect  to  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  : 

1 54-  I.— Part  V. — (i.)  Jamaica p.  i 


}  154.  II. — Part  V, — (2.)  Barbados  and  British  Guiana  -        -    349 


VoL.XUX.— Sess.  1837-8. 

Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


E       R       S 


PRESENTED  TO  PARLIAMENT,  BY 

HER    MAJESTY'S    COMMAND, 

IN    EXPLANATION    OF   THE    MEASURES   ADOPTED    BY 
HER  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNMENT, 

FOR    GIVING    EFFECT   TO  THE   ACT 

FOR   THB 

ABOLITION    OF    SLAVERY 

THROUGHOUT  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES. 


Part  V. 
JAMAICA. 


(1.) 


(/»  Coniinuaiion  of  the  Papers  presented  in  1836, 1836  and  1837,  Nos.  177,  278  of  1836, 
1G6.-L  klLof  1836,  and  621-1.  6l  II.  of  1837.) 


1838. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
9  March  1838, 


154-~I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[    iii     ] 


SCHEDULE. 


SCHEDULE  of  INSTRUCTIONS  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Officers  administering  the 
Grovemments  in  Her  Majesty's  Possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  Sic. 


(X.)>-Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Grovemors  of  the  West 
India  Colonies,  &c.,  dated  Downing-street,  13  May  1837         '        -        *        -    p.    1 

(Y.)— Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West 
Indm  Colonies,  &c.,  dated  Downing'Street,  1  August  1837    -        *        -        -        P-   l 

(Z.)— Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West 
India  Colonies,  &:c.,  dated  Downing-street,  la  September  1837        -        *        -    p.    s 

(AA.)--Copyof  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West 
India  Colonies,  &c.,  dated  Downing-street,  13  October  1837         -        -        -    p.    *i 

(BB.) — Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West 
^  India  Colonies,  &c.,  aated  Downing-street,  si  Octob^  1837        -        -        -    P-    3 

(CC.) — Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Crovemors  of  the  West 
India  Colonies,  &c.,  dated  Downing-street,  6  November  1837    -        -        -        p*    3 

(DD.) — Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West 
India  Colonies,  &c.,  dated  Downing-street,  1  December  1837   -        -        -        p.    5 

(^EE.) — Copy  of  a  Circular  Despatch  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Governors  of  the  West 
India  Colonies,  &c.,  dated  Downing-street,  15  December  1837      -        •        -    p.    6 


JAMAICA. 


Circulars  to  Special  Maoistratss. 

No.  1. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor    Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
King's  House,  39  July  1837;  (eleven  Enclosures)      *        '        *        *        *        ~P-9 

No.  3. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
King's  House,  aB  July  1837 »  (^  Enclosures) p.  12 

Ko.  3. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel   Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  15  September  1837         •        "        • P«i4 

Ko.  4. — ^Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  16  January  1838 ;  (nine  Enclosures) P*i4 

Police  Act. 

No.  5* — ("^Py  ^  ^  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  The 
King's  House,  30  December  1836    -        -        -        ~        -        -        -        -        -P'i7 

No.  6. ^Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  3  September  1837  -        " P«17 

No.  7. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  so  December  1837;  (three  Enclosures)     -        -        -        -        -  p.  18 

No.  8.— Copv  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k«  c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  13  February  1838  -        - -P-^s 

Ko.  9. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  dated  Downing-street, 
1  March  1838         ..-.. p.  35 
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Classification  Act. 

No.  10. — Copv  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Donel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  The 
King's  House,  Jamaica,  13  March  1837  -        -        «•        -        .        •        -p.  26 

No.  11. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Goveraor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  1  May  1837  -        -        •        -        -        -        -        -        •        -p.  36 

No.  13. — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from   Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  2  September  1837  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  26 

No.  13. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  21  September  1 837 ;  (one  Enclosure) p.  28 

No.  14. — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  17  January  1838       -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  28 

Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

No.  15. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
The  King's  House,  6  April  ^837 p,  2g 

No.  16. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Down^^  street,  11  June  1837  •        •        -        "        •        •        -        "        •P'29 

^0.  17. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Loid  Glenelg  to  Goveraor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  15  August  1837  ;  (pne  Enclosure)    "        •        "        •        •        -  P«  30 

No.  18. — Cop^  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.^  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Kmg's  House,  25  July  1837;  (one  Enclosure;  -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  30 

No.  19. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing  street,  15  September  1837         -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -1^33 

No.  20.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  8  Se|)tember  1837  ;  (four  Enclosures)  -        -        -        -        -  P-  33 

No.  2i.->-Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  13  November  1837  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -P»37 

No.  22. — Copy  of  a  Dec^iatch  firom  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  a  b  ,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  26  December  1837  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  38 

No.  23. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  14  September  1837;  (two  Enclosures) p.  38 

No.  24.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  15  December  1837  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -P'39 

No.  25  — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  (governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  15  December  1837  -        -        -        -        *        -        -        -p*40 

Hours  and  Scales  of  Labour. 

No.  26. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  10  June  1837         -         -        -        -        •        -        -        -        -p-43 

No.  27. Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 

Kmgs  House,  28  July  1837;  (eighteen  Enclosures)  -        -        -        -        -        -p.  43 

No.  28. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing  street,  15  September  1837  *         "        "        "        •        "        "        •  P.«  7^ 

No.  29. Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 

Spanish  Town,  7  November  1837 ;  (two  tuclosures)  -        -        -        -        -        -  p- 79 

No.  30. Copy  of  a  Despatch  from   Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 

Spanish  Town,  13  November  1837 -        -p83 

No.  31 Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 

Downing-street,  29  December  1837  -        -        - p.  84 

Valuations. 

No.  32. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
King's  House,  3  August  1837  ;  (three  Enclosures) p.  86 

No.  33.^-'Cop>  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  31  October  1831 p87 

No.  34.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  LiqneL  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  8  January  1 838  ;  (pne  Enclosui^)        -        -        -        -        -        •  p.  88 

No.  35«-^Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,   11  December  1837;  \^fifty-six  Enclosures)-        .        -        -        -  p.  89 
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Workhouse  of  St.  Andrew's. 

No.  56. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k,  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Kmg's  House^  25  July  1837;  (five  Enclosures) p.  121 

No,  37. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  15  September  1837 -        -        ^p.  129 

No.  38. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
The  King's  House,  Spanish  Town,  4  September  1837;  (one  Enclosure)    -        -  p.  129 

No.  39. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  28  October  1837  - -        -p.  132 

No.  40. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  24  August  1837       •        "        '"        "        "        •        -        •         -P«J33 

No.  41. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,   k.  c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  12  Octcber  1837 P«i33 

Prison  Discipline. 

No.  42. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  25  August  1837    -        -        -        -         -         -        -        -        -p.  134 

No.  43. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor   Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k  .c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  13  October  1837 -        -        -p.  134 

No.  44. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  13  September  1837;  (one  Enclosure)      -        -        -        -        -  p.  135 

Investigation  by  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  Case  of  James  Williams, 

and  other  Apprenticed  Labourers. 

No.  45.^ — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel   Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  28  June  1837        ----.---.-  p.  140 

No.  46. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  25  August  1837       -        -- p.  140 

No.  47. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir   Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  13  October  1837   -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  141 

No.  48. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,   k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  2  November  1837  --        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  141 

No.  49. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  13  November  1837;  (six  Enclosures)        -        -        -        %        -  p,  142 

No.  50. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k  c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  13  November  1837;  (twenty-one  Enclosures)    -        -        -        -  p.  197 

No.  51 — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  1  February  1838  -        -        -        --        -        -        -         -p.  264 

No.  52.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smkh,  k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  13  February  1838  .-. p.  265 

No.  53. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Uonel  Smith,  k.  c  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  21  November  1837;  (one  Enclosure)        -        -        -        -        -  p.  267 

No.  54.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  24  November  1837  ;  (two  Enclosures)      -        -        -        -        -  p,  267 

No.  55. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,   k.c.b.,  dated 
Dowoing-street,  i  February  1838  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  269 

Miscellaneous. 

No.  56. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  K.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
The  King's  House,  24  June  1837  5  (one  Enclosure)  -        -        -        -        -        -p.  270 

No.  57. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing  street,  7  September  1837  ......        --p.  370 

No.  58 — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k  c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
The  King's  House,  16  July  1837;  (one  Enclosure)  ------  p.  271 

No.  59.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Spanish  Town,  18  August  1837     • --  p.  273 

No.  60. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  L'onel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  14  October  1837-        .........    11.274 
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No.  61. — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  2  September  1837  ..-..-.        -p.  275 

No*  62. — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lion^  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  2  September  1837         -----...p.  275 

No,  63. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,    k.c.b.,  dated 
Downing-street,  2  October  1837     ---------  p,  276 

No.  64. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b  ,  dated 
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REtATIMO    TO   THB 


ABOLITION    OF    SLAVERY. 


SCHEDULE  of  INSTRUCTIONS  addressed  by  Lord  GUmlg  to  the 
Officers  administering  the  Governments  in  Her  Majesty's  Possessions 
in  the  West  Indies,  &c. 


(X.) 

Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c. 

Sir,  Colonial  Office,  13  May  1837.  Despatch 

Transactions  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  some  of  the  West  Indian  (X.) 

Islands,  whilst  under  the  government  of  Mr.  Light,  and  which  have  been  brought  

to  my  notice  by  that  officer,  have  led  me  to.  attach  great  importance  to  the 
adoption  of  some  means  by  which  negroes  quitting  a  British  colony  may  be  pro- 
tected from  the  dangers  to  which  they  are  exposed  of  being  sold  into  slavery  in  a 
foreign  colony.  It  is  stated  that  attempts  of  this  nature  have  been  made,  and 
that  the  purpose  may  be  effected  under  the  pretext  of  aiding  clandestine  emigration ; 
and  Crabbe  Island,  a  place  without  any  constituted  authorities,  and  the  territorial 
right  to  which  is  in  dispute,  has  been  named  as  the  place  of  most  convenient  resort 
for  parties  engaged  in  such  practices,  inasmuch  as  negroes  who  have  been  brought 
there  can  be  transferred  without  difficulty  to  the  Spanish  Islands ;  I  have  therefore 
to  request  that  you  will  take  the  most  effectual  means  in  yom*  power,  through  the 
agency  of  the  special  magistrates,  or  otherwise,  to  warn  the  negroes  within  your 
government  of  the  risks  which  they  may  nm  if  they  should  proceed  beyond  the 
limits  within  which  British  protection  can  be  afforded  them. 

Mr.  light  has  su^ested,  that  negroes  quitting  any  British  colony  should  be 
provided  with  passports  by  the  local  government :  I  should  doubt  whether  such  a 
precaution  would  afford  any  effectual  remedy  ;  but  if  you  consider  that  it  would 
tend  to  promote  the  object  in  view,  you  wiU  apprize  them  that  passports  will,  cm 
their  a]^cation,  be  issued  to  them  gratuitously  by  the  Governor  or  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  island  to  which  they  belong,  which  passports  will  claim  protecticm 
for  them  as  fi'ee  British  subjects. 

I  have,  &c. 

{signed)         Olenelg. 


Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  GUnelg  to  the 

Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c.  D«MtA 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  August  1837.  ^   '^ 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  yom*  information,  a  copy  of  the  ^ 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  appointed  duringthe  p|./*'*^  to  be 

last  Session,  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  apinrenticeship  system  in  the  West  Hou^/^  ^^e 

India  Colonies.  i  a  Jn/^  fp'^'^^os, 

I  have,  &c.  ^0.4;,^    37* 

(signed)         GUnelg. 
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(Z.) 

Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c. 

Despatch  Sir,  Downing-street,  12  September  1837. 

(Z.)  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  have  felt  it 

their  duty  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  prisons  and  workhouses  in 

the  West  India  Colonies. 

Captain  Pringle,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  Engineers,  and  who,  since  his  retire- 
ment from  the  army,  has  been  frequently  employed  by  the  Government  in  a  civil 
capacity,  has  been  selected  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  such  inquiry.  This 
despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  Pringle,  and  I  have  to  signify  to  you 
Her  Majesty's  commands,  that  you  will  afford  him  all  the  support  and  assistance 
in  your  power,  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  with  which  he  is  intrusted. 
Captain  Pringle  will,  on  his  arrival,  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  his  instructions, 
and  I  request  that  you  will  furnish  him,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  a  statement  of 
the  several  prisons  and  workhouses  within  your  government,  with  their  respective 
localities,  and  that  you  will  give  such  directions  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government  with  whom  he  may  have  occasion  to  communicate  as  will  ensure  to 
him  their  aid  and  co-operatioa  whenever  it  may  be  necessary.  It  will  probably 
be  expedient,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  inquiries,  that  Captain  Pringle  should  hold 
a  local  commission  as  a  magistrate,  and  I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will 
confer  on  him  such  a  commission,  whether  special  or  ordinary,  as  may  most  con- 
duce to  the  efficiency  and  success  of  his  mission  ;  you  will  also  explain  to  Captain 
Pringle  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  with  which  such  commission  will 
invest  him ;  and  I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  allow  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  medical  staff  to  accompany  him  in  his  inspection  should  he  require  such 
assistance. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


Despatch 


(AA.) 

Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the 
Grovemors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c. 

*^«»pi.«;u  Sir,  Downing-street,  13  October  1837. 

(AA.)  The  near  approach  of  the  period  at  which  the  term  of  apprenticeship  of  the 

non-prsedial  labourers  in  the  West  Indies  will  expire,  and  the  probable  reduction 
at  that  time  of  the  number  of  special  magistrates,  suggests  to  me  the  necessity  for 
instructing  you  to  make  to  each  of  those  gentlemen  the  following  commuoi- 
cation. 

The  entire  number  of  officers  serving  in  this  capacity  is  155.  I  am  happy  in 
the  opportunity  of  recording  my  opinion,  that  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  this 
body  of  magistrates  have  served  with  exemplary  zeal  for  the  public  good,  and 
have  performed  their  arduous  duty  with  firmness,  ability  and  moderation  ;  I  there- 
fore look  forward  with  much  regret  on  their  accoxmt  to  the  period  when  their  pre- 
sent emoluments  will  cease.  As  indeed  they  sought  and  accepted  these  appoint- 
ments with  a  full  knowledge  of  their  temporary  nature,  any  fuller  intimation  on 
this  subject  may  appear  to  be  uncalled  for.  I  feel  it,  however,  a  duty  distinctly 
to  discourage  an  expectation  which  I  perceived  to  be  entertained  by  some  of  them, 
that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  provide  them  with 
employment  in  some  other  branch  of  the  public  service  on  the  expiration  of  their 
present  temporary  duties.  By  cherishing  this  expectation,  they  might  be  led  to 
the  neglect  of  that  foresight  respecting  their  own  future  plans  of  life  which,  under 
a  more  clear  view  of  their  real  prospects,  would  be  generally  exercised  by  them. 

The  retrenchment  of  the  public  expenditure  in  every  direction  in  the  colonies 
has  greatly  abridged  the  patronage  of  the  Crown ;  while  it  has  created  a  numerous 
class  of  candidates  for  public  employment,  who,  from  their  previous  services,  have 
a  strong  claim  for  preference,  as  vacancies  occur  in  situations  similar  to  those 
which  they  have  before  filled.  For  this  reason  I  am  compelled,  however  reluc- 
tantly. 
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tantly,  to  remind  the  special  magistrates  that  they  must  look  either  to  their  pre-         Despatch 
vious  professions  or  to  their  own  resources,  on  the  expiration  of  the  apprentice-  (AA.) 

ship.  

I  further  think  it  right  to  observe  that,  after  the  1st  of  August  1838,  a  dimi- 
nution will  probably  be  required  in  the  number  of  special  magistrates;  and 
although  no  positive  rule  can  be  laid  down  on  this  subject,  the  reduction  will 
l^bably  take  place  at  the  expense  of  those  gentlemen  whose  appointments  are  of 
the  most  recent  date. 

T  hj^ve,  &c. 

(signed)  Glenelg. 


(BB.) 

Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  21  October  1837.  Despatch 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  volume,  which  has  been  pub-  (BB.) 

lished  by  Her  Majesty's   Government,  containing  Extracts  from   the  Second  

Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons  for  the  Home  District.  As  the  information 
contained  in  this  book  may  be  beneficially  applied  to  the  management  of  the  gaols 
in  the  colony  under  your  government,  I  beg  strongly  to  reconmiend  it  for  the 
perusal  and  attention  of  yourself  and  of  the  public  officers  who  may  be  charged 
with  the  superintendence  of  the  prisons. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Glenelg. 


(CC.) 

Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  6  November  1837.  Despatch 

The  1st  of  August  1838,  and  the  1st  of  August  1840,  will  form  important  (CC.) 

eras  in  the  history  of  the  British  West  Indies.     Hitherto  the  results  of  the  great  

experiment  of  the  aboUtion  of  slavery  have  been  such  as  to  justify  the  most  san- 
guine hopes  of  the  authors  and  advocates  of  that  measure.  When  every  fair 
deduction  is  made  for  the  abuses  which  may  have  hitherto  attended  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  law, — abuses  which  appear  to  me  to  have  been  the  almost  necessary 
result  of  the  colonial  system  as  it  previously  existed,  and  for  which  therefore  no 
person  acquainted  with  human  nature  and  with  the  history  of  slavery  could  have 
been  unprepared, — I  feel  myself  entitled  on  satisfactory  evidence  to  assert,  that 
within,  a  comparatively  very  short  period  there  has  been  an  improvement  in 
society  and  an  accession  to  the  simi  of  human  happiness,  of  which  history 
furni^es  no  other  example.  Nor  is  it  the  least  remarkable  and  gratifying  feature 
in  the  progress  of  this  great  change,  that  it  has  been  unattended  with  tumult  or 
commotion,  with  the  overthrow  of  any  political  institution,  or  with  the  sUghtest 
relaxation  of  the  bonds  by  which  the  sovereign  power  and  the  people  at  large  are 
connected.  On  the  contrary,  there  has  been  a  greater  respect  for  the  laws,  which 
have  afforded  more  equal  protection  to  the  rights  of  all  classes  of  the  community, 
and,  with  an  increased  sense  of  security,  the  value  of  property  has  augmented,  and 
the  foundation  has  thus  beea  laid  for  the  safe  accomplishment  of  the  final  transi-  > 
tion  now  so  near  in  prospect. 

Contemplating  with  Uvely  gratitude  to  Divine  Providence  these  results  of  the 
wise  and  generous  policy  of  Her  Royal  predecessor,  and  of  th^  Parliament  and 
people  of  this  kingdom,  The  Queen  is  deeply  anxious  that  the  approaching  crisis 
of  the  experiment  should  be  met  by  a  deUberate  foresight  of  the  difficulties  which 
will  then  occur,  and  by  a  timely  preparation  to  avert  them. 

In  obedience  to  Her  Majesty's  commands,  I  proceed  to  direct  your  attention  to 
those  topics. 

154.  A  2  The 
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Despatch  Tlie  great  cardinal  principle  of  the  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  is,  that  the 

(CC)  apprenticeship  of  the  emancipated  slaves  is  to  be  immediately  succeieded  by  per- 

"~"  sonal  freedom,  in  that  fiiU  and  imlimited  sense  of  the  term  in  which  it  is  used  in 

reference  to  the  other  subjects  of  the  British  Crown. 

This  is  the  essence  of  the  contract  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies.  It 
is  the  basis  of  the  enactments,  whether  ParUamentary  or  colonial,  on  the  subject. 
From  tins  principle  I  am  persuaded  that  the  colonial  legislatures  will  not  desire  to 
depart.  If  such  an  attempt  were  possible,  it  would  be  met  by  the  uncompromis* 
ing  resistance  of  the  Government,  the  Parliament  and  people  of  this  kingdom. 

The  freedom  to  which  I  refer  must  of  course,  however,  be  that  of  men  Uving  in 
civil  society,  enjoying  the  franchises  and  performing  the  duty  of  citizens.  Their 
privileges  cannot  be  unconnected  with  restrictions  against  the  abuse  of  them ;  for 
neither  in  Great  Britain  nor  in  any  other  part  of  the  civiUzed  world  can  we  point 
at  any  class  of  men  who  are  not  subjected  to  laws  defining  for  the  common  good 
of  society  the  obUgations  of  all  of  its  members  to  each  other,  and  to  the  state  col- 
lectively. To  define  what  those  restrictions  shall  be  in  the  British  West  Indies  is 
the  problem  of  which  a  solution  must  be  found  at  the  close  of  the  appren- 
ticeship. 

'  If  nothing  be  done  in  preparation  for  that  event,  the  emancipated  slaves  will 
Uve  under  the  code  by  which  the  colonial  legislatures  have  already  determined  the 
rights  and  the  duties  of  the  free  members  of  the  local  societies ;  but  that  is  a 
system  of  laws  which,  as  may  be  readily  shown,  is  ill  adapted  to  the  approaching 
exigency. 

The  old  slave  code  was  altogether  founded  on  two  general  maxims, — the  first, 
that  the  slave  was  bound  to  yield  impUcit  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his 
owner ;  the  second,  that  the  owner  was  boimd  to  make  due  provision  for  main- 
taining the  life  and  health  of  his  slave ;  but  with  these  laws,  now  happily  abro- 
gated, were  blended  others  for  the  government  of  freed  men,  which  established 
innumerable  distinctions  of  the  most  invidious  nature  in  favour  of  Europeans  and 
their  descendants,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  persons  of  African  birth  or  origin. 

These  distinctions  are  also  abolished ;  still  no  reader  of  the  West  India  statute 
books,  even  as  they  now  exist,  will  fail  to  discover  in  them  the  deep  traces  of  the 
indirect  eflfects  of  the  ancient  system  of  legislation,  as  it  respected  both  the  servile 
and  the  emancipated  classes.  Laws  conceived  in  general  terms,  that  is,  embracing 
free  men  of  every  description,  and  therefore  apparently  equal,  were  yet  passed 
with  scarcely  a  disguised  reference  to  a  state  of  society  which  no  longer 
exists ;  those  laws  wUl  operate  on  the  persons  who  shall  attaia  their  freedom  in 
1838  and  1840  in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent  not  contemplated  when  the  Acts  ixx 
question  were  passed. 

Thus,  for  example,  the  laws  which  detennine  the  quaUfication  for  the  exercise 
of  poUtical  franchises,  those  which  relate  to  vagrancy,  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor,  to  pohce,  and  to  many  other  subjects,  wUl  survive  the  apprenticeship,  but 
may  be  found  very  ill  adapted  to  a  state  of  things  in  which  compulsory  labour 
will  be  no  longer  practised.  I  do  not  intend  to  state  that  this  code  will  in  all 
cases  be  foxmd  to  press  with  undue  severity  on  the  emancipated  population.  In 
some  cases  the  objections  may  be  of  a  different  nature ;  but  I  apprehend  that 
many  statutes  will  require  an  entirely  new  sense  and  new  effect,  although  imder^ 
going  no  alteration  in  the  letter. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  that  a  considerable  revision  of  the  colonial  codes 
should  take  place,  to  adapi  them  to  the  new  state  of  affairs.  This  is  the  appro- 
priate duty  of  the  local  legislatures,  and  it  is  highly  important  that  it  should  be 
performed  with  great  circumspection,  and  in  such  a  manner  as,  if  possible,  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  any  collision  between  the  sovereign  authority  in  this 
kingdom  and  the  local  authority  in  the  several  colonies. 

It  is  impossible  to  deprecate  too  much  any  thing  which  should  place  the  pro- 
prietary body  in  an  invidious  and,  apparently,  unfriendly  relation  towards  those 
who  are  to  Uve  by  the  earnings  of  manual  labour ;  and  I  trust  that  due  care  will  be 
taken  to  obviate  such  a  result. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  to  convey  to  you  the  following  instructions, 
having  for  their  object,  first,  to  ascertain  what  the  law  is ;  and  secondly,  how  it 
ought  to  be  amended. 

With  a  view  to  the  first  of  these  objects,  you  will  call  for  the  assistance  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  your  government,  directing  them  to  lay  before  you  an 
answer  to  the  following  inquiries. 

1st.  What 
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1st.  What  are  the  quaUfications  for  the  exercise  of  each  of  the  civil  and  pohtical         Deaoatc h 
franchises  existing  in  the  colony?  (tIC.) 

2d.  What  are  the  rules  defining  the  right  of  admission  to  schools,  to  places  of  

pubUc  worship,  or  other  institutions  maintained  at  the  pubUc  expense  for  the 
general  good  of  society  ? 

3d.  What  are  the  rules  determining  the  obUgation  to  perform  miUtia  service  ? 

4th.  What,  if  any,  are  the  legal  restraints  on  the  exercise  of  particular  trades, 
such  as  pubUcans,  pedlars,  porters,  boatmen,  huxters,  &c. 

5th.  By  what  rules  has  the  law  regulated  the  mutual  rights  and  duties  of  em- 
ployers and  servants  in  husbandry,  or  in  any  other  kind  of  handicraft?  By  what 
rules  are  such  parties  governed  in  making  contracts  for  future  hiring  and  service 
for  any  period  either  definite  or  unlimited  ?  By  what  methods  can  the  perform- 
ance of  such  contracts  be  enforced,  or  the  breach  of  them  punished  ?  In  what 
courts  or  magistrates  is  that  jurisdiction  vested  ?  and  what  provision  exists  for 
the  recovery  of  servants'  wages  and  petty  debts  ? 

6th.  What  classes  of  persons  are  entitled  to  be  maintained  as  destitute  poor, 
and  what  are  the  existing  provisions  on  this  subject? 

7th.  What  are  the  rules  of  law  existing  in  the  colony  for  defining,  preventing 
and  punishing  vagrancy,  and  for  compelling  able-bodied  persons  to  earn  their  own 
Uving? 

8tn.  What  part  of  the  public  revenues  is  usually  raised  by  a  poll-tax,  or  by 
taxes  on  articles  of  primary  necessity  ? 

9th.  What  are  the  public  burdens  or  imposts  payable  by  free  persons  in  the 
form  of  actual  labour,  either  for  the  repair  of  roads,  or  for  the  execution  of  other 
public  works  ? 

10th.  In  what  respect  does  the  law  of  the  colony  differ  from  that  of  England         ^ 
in  the  definition,  prevention  or  punishment  of  treason,  rebelUon,  insurrection  or 
sedition  committed  by  free  persons  ? 

11th.  By  what  rules  has  provision  been  made  for  preventing  the  unauthorized 
occupation  of  lands  belonging  either  to  the  Crown  or  to  private  persons  ? 

12th.  Under  whose  government  and  superintendence  are  the  prisons,  work- 
houses and  houses  of  correction,  and  to  what  extent  does  the  Governor  possess 
authority  to  correct  abuses  in  their  management? 

13th.  Is  there  any  law  requiring  the  local  magistracy  to  make  to  the  local 
government  periodicad  reports  of  the  exercise  of  their  authority  ? 

14th.  Are  any  of  the  local  magistracy  paid  by  stipends,  and  is  it  in  the  Gover- 
nor's power  to  remove  the  local  magistrates  for  misconduct  ? 

15th.  Is  there  any  pubUc  officer  whose  duty  is  to  prosecute,  or  to  proceed  ex 
officio  in  cases  of  injuries  done  to  manual  labourers  of  free  condition  ? 

16th.  Is  there  any  other  topic  on  which  the  legal  rights  or  obUgations  of  the 
labouring  population,  or  the  provisions  for  asserting  or  enforcing  them,  differ 
materially  from  those  which  exist  in  this  kingdom  ? 

When  you  shall  have  received  the  answer  to  these  inquiries,  you  will  transmit 
that  answer  to  me,  accompanied  by  your -own  report  as  to  the  measures  which  it 
may  be  proper  to  take  for  adapting  the  law  to  that  state  of  society  which  will  im- 
mediately follow  upon  the  close  or  the  apprenticeship.  It  will  then  remain  for 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  consider  of  the  proper  course  to  be  taken  in  those 
colonies  which  are  subject  to  the  legislative  authority  of  The  Queen  in  Council, 
and  to  be  recommended  to  those  which  possess  representative  assemblies.  I  need 
scarcely  add,  that  I  should  wish  to  receive  these  reports  in  the  most  complete 
form,  and  with  the  greatest  promptitude  which  may  be  found  practicable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


(DD.) 

Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  December  1837.  j^        . 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  /^^  \ 

House  of  Commons,  dated  the  28th  ultimo,  calling  for  "  Copies  of  Returns  of  all  . 

the  Children  who  may  have  been  apprenticed  in  the  Colonies  under  the  provision 
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of  the  Abolition  Law ;  specifying  the  Number  so  apprenticed  in  each  Colony ;''  and 
I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  causing  the  Returns  required  by 
this  resolution  to  be  transmitted  to  me,  in  order  that  they  may  b©  laid  before  the 
House  of  Commons. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


Enqlosure  in  (DD.) 
MartiSy  28o  die  Novembris,  1837. 


Resolved, — :That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  that  she  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before  this  House  *'  Copies  of  the 
Returns  made  of  all  the  Children  who  may  have  been  apprenticed  in  the  Colonies  under  the 
provision  of  the  Abolition  Law  ;  specifying  the  Number  so  apprenticed  in  each  Colony." 

Ordered, — That  the  said  Address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  by  such  Members  of  this 
House  as  are  of  Her  Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Council. 

(signed)        J.  H,  iey, 

Ci.  DoEL  Com. 


Dpspatch 

(EE.) 


End.  in  (££.) 


(EE.) 

Copy  of  a  CIRCULAR  DESPATCH  addressed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  the 
Governors  of  the  West  India  Colonies,  &c. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  December  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  memorial,  recently 
presented  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  praying  for  the  early  aboUtion  of  the 
system  of  negro  apprenticeship  in  the  colonies,  and  deprecating  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  either  House  of  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into 
this  subject ;  together  with  a  copy  of  the  answer  which,  by  my  directions,  has  been 
returned  to  this  memorial. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


Enclosure  in  (EE.) 

Copy  of  a  MEMORIAL  addressed  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  relative  to  the 
System  of  Negro  Apprenticeship. 

My  Lord,  17  November  1837. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  the  favour  which  we  have  asked  of  your  Lordship,  and  which  in  the 
midst  of  great  pressing  and  public  duties  has  been  so  promptly  and  courteously  conceded  to 
us,  to  appear  before  you  as  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  represent 
the  feelings  and  wishes  of  a  vast  body  of  Her  Majesty^s  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  on  a 
question  of  vital  importance  and  interest,  which  calls  for  immediate  and  most  serious 
attention. 

We  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that,  in  common  with  the  nation  at  large,  we  regard 
slavery  in  every  form  as  a  monstrous  evil,  directly  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  British  con- 
stitution and  to  all  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion ;  and  that  we  have  adopted,  and  resolve 
to  redeem  the  pledge  which  was  contained  m  a  memorial  presented  to  the  Kight  honourable 
Earl  Giey  ana  his  colleagues  by  a  body  of  delegates,  who  assembled  in  this  metropolis 
in  the  year  1833,  and  expressed  in  the  following  unequivocal  terms:  "  We  feel  boimd,  pub- 
licly and  emphatically,  to  declare  that  while  slavery  obtains  in  any  form,  however  modified 
and  however  sanctioned,  we  will  never  relax  from  our  efforts,  nor  swerve  from  our  purpose  to 
exert  that  influence  which  we  may  collectively  or  individually  possess,  to  effect  by  all  legi- 
timate means  its  immediate  and  entire  abolition.'* 

We,  your  Lordship's  memorialists,  are  fnlly  and  painfully  convinced,  by  evidence  of  a  cha- 
racter authentic  and  indubitable,  of  which  a  large  portion  is  derived  from  official  documents, 
that  slavery  in  all  its  essential  features,  and  in  some  respects  under  aggravated  circumstances, 
still  exists  in  the  British  colonies ;  that  the  pcinciples  of  the  Imperial  Act,  passed  avowedly 
for  its  extinction,  and  to  effect  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes,  for  which  the  immense  sum 
of  twenty  millions  was  paid,  have  been  systematically  nullified,  and  its  benevolent  intentions 
grievously  and  shamefully  defeated  by  the  legislatures  and  special  magistracy  of  the  colonies, 
on  whom  its  execution  has  been  devolved. 

We  respectfully  represent  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  result  of  this  experiment  accords 
with  the  obvious  dictates  of  sound  policy  and  the  immutable  principles  of  eternal  rectitude, 
and  confirmB  the  impressive  lessons  of  all  past  history,  that  slavery  is  an  evil  which  no  legis- 
lative 
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lative  enactments  can  effectually  ameliorate,  and  nothing  short  of  its  utter  extinction  can       £^^|  ^  (££.) 

remedy  ;  and  that  the  apprenticeship  system,  like  all  other  modifications  of  crime,  has  i ^ 

demonstrated  the  absolute  hopelessness  of  reconciling  right  and  wrong,  of  combining  light 
and  darkness,  while  it  warns  us  against  any  fuither  perpetration  of  evil,  under  the  presump- 
tion that  good  may  ensue. 

But  we  refer  with  a  confidence,  which  is  not  weakened  by  the  slightest  misgiving,  to  the 
satisfactory  results  with  which  the  measure  of  complete  emancipation  has  been  attended  in 
the  islands  of  Antigua  and  Bermuda,  and  we  anticipate  the  same  peaceful  and  prosperous 
results  should  a  similar  course  be  adopted  through  the  enure  range  of  our  colonial  pas- 
sessions.  If  we  have  any  fears,  it  is  not  from  the  bestowment  of  'Must  and  rational,  of  full 
and  impartial  liberty,"  but  its  denial  to  any  class  and  portion  of  the  negro  race ;  and  the 
greatest  dangers,  in  our  apprehension,  which  menace  the  colonies  are  those  which  would 
spring  from  the  enfranchisement  of  one  section  of  the  apprenticed  negroes,  while  another,  and 
still  larger  portion,  men  of  like  passions,  joined  to  them  by  natural  ties,  and  suffering  with 
them  under  equal  wrongs,  are  left  to  all  the  bitterness  of  prolonged,  and  thus  aggravated, 
bondage ;  thousands  of  them  in  the  different  colonies  being  originadly  of  the  number  of  those 
who,  as  non-prsedials,  were  destined  to  obtain  their  freedom  in  1838,  but  who  are  now 
transferred,  by  the  fraud  and  cupidity  of  interested  masters,  to  the  less  favoured  class  of 
apprentices. 

We  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  so  far  as  the 
actual  state  of  the  colonies  has  been  made  known,  there  is  one  indignant  feeling  of  displea- 
sure and  disgust  at  the  shameless  manner  in  which  the  negro  population  are  treated  by 
colonial  legislation,  and  by  special  magistrates  and  planters.  After  having  paid  so  many 
millions,  me  people  feel  that  the  negroes  in  our  colonies  have  become,  not  their  property 
indeed,  but  their  charge,  the  very  wards  and  children  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  is  now  more 
than  ever  the  duty  of  the  country  to  protect  them  from  outrage  and  injustice,  and  to  take 
care  that  they  shall  be  admitted  at  once  and  fully  to  all  the  high  and  cherished  privileges  of 
the  British  constitution. 

In  every  instance  where  the  public  has  been  informed  that  the  Act,  which  was  intended 
to  bring  relief  and  benefit  to  tbe  slaves,  and  professing  to  invest  them  with  the  rights  of 
freemen,  has  been  abused  to  increase  Uieir  burdens  and  aggravate  their  sufferings,  it  has 
occasioned  the  most  grievous  mortification  and  disappointment,  and  has  aroused  a  more  ear- 
nest and  unappeasable  demand  for  immediate,  entire  and  unconditional  freedom  to  this 
injured  race  of  men ;  and  this  feeling,  we  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship,  is  rapidly  and  univer- 
sally spreading  throughout  the  reflecting,  religious  and  influential  classes  of  the  British 
c<Hnmunity. 

All  these  and  other  considerations,  founded  on  the  policy  as  well  as  the  justice  and 
humanity  of  the  measure,  influence  us  to  express  to  your  Lordship  our  strong,  unanimous 
and  fervent  desire  that  your  Lordship  and  the  Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
take  the  earliest  possible  period  for  introducing  a  measure  to  bring  tne  system  of  negro 
apprenticeship  in  the  colonies  to  an  end  ;  and  if  it  cannot  be  effected  before  that  time,  we 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  1st  day  of  August  1838,  being  the  day  already  appointed 
for  the  emancipation  of  the  non-prsadials,  would  be  a  most  appropriate  time  for  that  great 
object 

We  ftirther  beg  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  the  proof  and  evidence  for  the  justification 
of  such  a  measure,  if  it  ought  not  rather  to  rest  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice  and  truth, 
and  the  solid  basis  of  our  own  free  constitution,  are,  in  our  opinion,  already  made  so  abun- 
dant and  complete  by  oflBcial  and  Parliamentary  documents  as  to  render  any  committee  of 
inquiry  in  either  House  of  Parliament  unnecessary ;  that  we  should  deprecate  such  a  course 
of  proceeding  as  calculated  only  to  serve  the  purpose  of  mischievous  delay,  to  defeat  the 
enas  of  justice,  and  to  prolong  the  misery  of  the  negro ;  and  we  do,  therefore,  most  ear- 
nestly and  respectfiilly  entreat  your  Lordship  to  resist  such  a  proposal. 

Be  assured,  my  Lord,  that  the  reign  of  our  youthful  and  beloved  Sovereign,  already  so 
auspiciously  commenced,  and  giving  such  brignt  promise  of  coming  felicity  and  prosperity 
to  a  loyal  nation,  would  receive  an  ornament  01  grace,  and  gain  imperishable  glory,  by  such 
an  act  of  humanity  and  justice  to  that  unhappy  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  who  have 
80  long  groaned  and  sunered,  with  unexampled  patience,  in  our  colonies. 

On  their  behalf  the  sympathies  of  the  females  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  already 
awakened ;  more  than  600,000  of  whom  have  attached  their  names  to  addresses  about 
to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  and  they  will  link  with  them  the  generous  and  amiable 
sympathies  of  the  British  Queen,  whose  own  sex  are  doomed  to  a  still  larger  share  of  suf- 
fering than  ours  from  that  system,  the  utter  and  immediate  extinction  of  which  we  thus 
strenuously  seek. 

My  Lord,  we  are  very  respectfully  yours, 

(signed,  on  behalf  of  all  the  Delegates,  by) 

R,  Haiivard,  Chairman. 


REPLY. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  27  November  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  memorial  dated  the  17th 
instant,  presented  by  you  and  other  gentlemen  to  his  Lordship  on  the  18th,  expressing  a 
desire  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  take  the  earliest  possible  period  for  introducing  a 
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EdcI.  in  (£E.)  measure  into  Parliament  to  bring  the  system  of  negro  apprenticeship  in  the  colonies  to  ah 
end,  and  further  deprecating  the  appointment  of  any  Committee  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  working  of  the  present  system  ;  I  am  to  acquaint 
you,  in  reply,  that  Lord  Glenelg^  after  an  anxious  and  minute  attention  during  the  last  two 
years  and  a  half  to  the  details  of  this  subject,  and  after  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
information  respecting  it  to  which  his  Lordship  has  had  access,  does  not  feel  that  there  are 
sufficient  grounds  to  justify  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  proposing  to  Parliament  to  make 
so  essential  an  alteration  in  the  Act  of  1833  as  that  which  is  desired  by  the  memorialists* 
His  Lordship  is  further  of  opinion,  that,  however  desirable  it  might  be  that  the  apprenticeship 
should  be  terminated  by  Acts  of  the  colonial  legislatures  before  the  period  fixed  by  law  for 
its  expiration,  the  proposal  by  the  Government  to  the  British  Parliament  of  a  measure  for  its 
immediate  abolition  would,  without  tending  to  shorten  the  duration  of  the  present  system, 
have  the  effect  of  producing  irritation,  excitement  and  disappointment  throughout  the  West 
India  colonies.  It  would  thereby,  in  Lord  Glenelg's  judgment,  present  a  serious  obstacle 
to  the  success  of  the  constant  and  unremitting  endeavours  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
secure  to  the  apprenticed  population  the  enjoyment  of  the  immediate  rights  to  which  they 
are  legally  entitled,  and  to  ensure  the  ultimate  termination  of  the  apprenticeship  under  cir- 
cumstances the  most  favourable  to  their  full  possession  and  exercise  of  unqualified  freedom. 
In  the  prosecution  of  this  object.  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  not  hesitate,  in  case  of 
necessity,  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  such  additional  powers  as  may  be  requu-ed  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  tne  executive  government  in  the  dischai^e  of  the  arduous  and  responsible  duty 
with  which  they  are  intrusted. 

With  respect  to  the  desire  expressed  by  the  memorialists,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  resist  anjr  proposal  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  present  system,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have,  in  the  two  last  Sessions  of  Parliament,  assented  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject,  on  the  motion  of  Mr, 
!Buxton,  and  that  the  inquiries  of  the  last  Committee  having  been  interrupted  by  the  unex- 
pected termination  of  the  Session,  a  short  Report  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  appears  to  have  been  unanimously  agreed  to,  in  which  it  is  recommended  that  a 
Select  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  pursue  this  inquiry  in  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment. On  the  ground  of  this  recommendation,  and  of  the  admitted  obligation  on  the 
Government  to  afford  the  fullest  information  which  Parliament  may  require  on  so  important 
a  subject,  Lord  Glenel^  directs  me  to  state  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not,  in 
his  opinion,  be  justified  in  refusing  their  assent  to  the  appointment  of  such  a  Committee 
during  the  present  Session,  if  a  motion  with  that  object  should  be  made  in  either  House  of 
Parliament. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Harward,  r.  n.  (signed)        George  Grey. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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JAMAICA. 

JAMAICA. 


CIRCULARS  TO  SPECIAL  MAGISTRATES. 


— No.  L  — 
(No.  152.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  firom  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  No.  1. 

Lord  Glenelg. 
My  Lord,  King's  House,  29  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  no.  784, 13  M«y. 
copies  of  all  circulars  to  custodes  and  special  magistrates,  issued  since  the    3    Jjl*  »|  3^ 
1 1th  of  May  last,  for  their  guidance  in  reference  to  their  duties  connected    I    899,'  31  — 
with  the  apprenticed  population.  I    Jj;  jo^lT' 

I  have,  &c.  -  lots,  04  — 

(signed)        Lionel  Smith.        Z  ;?J^;  H  ^'^' 

Z    1561,'  99    — 


Enclosures  in  No.  1. 


Circular,  No.  784. 
Sir,  The  Kind's  House,  13  May  1837. 

I  AH  desired  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  considers  it  very  desirable  that       Enclosures  in 
when  the  superiors  of  houses  of  correction  notify  to  the  supposed  employers  of  apprentices  iJo.  i, 

committed  to  those  establishments  as  runaways  that  such  apprentices  are  under  detention, 
they  should  request  the  employers  to  inform  them,  in  reply,  whether  the  apprentices  in 
question  are  really  absent  from  the  property  or  not.  The  object  of  this  suggestion  is,  not 
to  detain  apprentices  longer  in  custody  than  the  law  permits,  but  to  prevent  their  being 
prematurely  liberated  upon  the  application  of  parties  who  are  not  their  lawful  owners. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         C.  H.  JOarlinff,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  816. 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  16  May  1837. 

The  Governor  having  in  some  instances  observed  the  severe  effects  of  corporal  punish- 
ment upon  apprenticed  labourers  (not  in  consequence  of  the  illegaUty  of  the  amount  of 
Sunishment  awarded,  but  of  its  application  to  offenders  who  had  been  subjected  to  previous 
ogging),  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  repeat  the  injunction,  which  has  been  so 
strongly  urged  upon  the  special  magistracy  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  appreil- 
ticesmp  system,  and  pointedly  impressed  upon  them  in  numerous  individual  instances  by 
his  Excellency  himself,  that  the  use  of  corporal  punishment  should  be  restricted  as  much  as 
possible,  and  in  fact  rigidly  confined  to  ofiences  of  a  dis^ceful  or  highly  aggravated  nature. 
I  am  further  to  desire,  that  it  may  on  no  account  be  inflicted  on  offenders  who  are  not 
entirely  recovered  from  the  effect  of  previous  punishment,  and  that  you  take  care  that,  in 
all  cases,  the  apprentices  are  perfectly  cured  before  they  are  removed  from  the  hospital,  and 
required  to  resume  their  work. 

His  Excellency  is  induced  to  advert  the  more  strongly  to  this  subject,  from  observing, 
that  while  the  total  amount  of  punishment  throughout  the  colony,  as  collected  from  the 
returns  of  the  special  magistrates,  is  considerably  less  than  it  was  during  the  earher  part  of 
his  administration,  the  amount  of  corporal  punishments  has  not  decreased  in  a  corres- 
ponding ratio.  His  Excellency  is,  however,  gratified  to  find,  by  the  returns  for  the  month 
of  February  last,  (the  latest  period  to  which  they  are  compiled)  that  there  was  a  considerable 
decrease  of  this  description  of  punishment,  as  contrasted  with  the  returns  of  the  preceding 
month.  He  confidently  trusts  that  this  desirable  diminution  will  steadily  continue ;  and  he 
reUes  upon  your  zealous  exertions  (as  far  as  your  means  extend)  to  maintain  the  industry 
and  contentment  which  now  so  generally  prevail,  and  which  can  never  be  effected  by  an 
injudicious  recourse  to  a  mode  of  punishment,  to  be  resorted  to  at  anytime  with  the  greatest 
caution  and  discrimination,  but  totally  inapplicable  for  the  enforcement  of  those  objects 
among  a  labouring  population,  fast  passing  into  perfect  freedom,  and  with  whom,  therefore, 
every  other  incentive  to  good  conduct  should  oe  employed,  rather  than  the  dread  of  a 
degrading  punishment,  to  which  they  must  shortly  cease  to  be  subjected. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         C.  H.  Darling,  Sec. 
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JAMAICA.  Circular,  No.  818. 

~"— -^  Sir,  Tke  King's  House,  16  May  1837. 

The  Governor  being  strongly  impressed  with  the  expediency  of  establishing  m  all  the 
houses  of  correction  one  uniform  system  of  treadmill  punishment,  I  am  directed  to  recom- 
mend, for  the  adoption  of  the  magistrates  of  the  parish  of  ,  under  the  fourth 
clause  of  the  Act  5  Will.  4,  c.  8,  the  following  rules. 

1.  That  no  prisoner  be  worked  on  the  treadmill  for  a  longer  period  than  10  minutes  at 
one  spell,  besides  the  mnal  allowance  of  time  for  breakfiist  and  dmner. 

2.  That  all  treadmill  pimishments  be  divided  into  classes :  the  first-class  spells  to  be  of 
10  minutes'  duration,  the  second  of  eight  minutes,  and  the  third  of  five  minutes. 

3.  That  no  female  quick  with  child  he  subjected  to  punishment  on  the  treadmill ;  no 
child  under  14  years  of  age ;  and  no  aged  person  above  60  years  old. 

4*  That  the  si^)erior  of  the  house  of  correction  be  required  to  keq>  a  record  of  treadmill 
punishments,  according  to  the  following  form. 


Nome  and  Quality 

of  eSndnv  whether 

Apprentice  or 

otherwise. 


Bj  whom 

ioiployed,  if  an 

Af^rentioe. 


Bjr  whom 
Coaunatted. 


Offence. 


in  what 
ClaM  woifced* 


Date  of 


When 
Diachaigcd. 


Beaarfca. 


5.  That  the  medical  attendant  have  the  power  of  directing  the  removal  of  a  prisoner  firom 
one  class  of  punishment  to  another  less  severe,  if  he  shall  see  cause  to  do  so,  on  account  of 
the  sickness  or  infirmity  of  such  prisoner. 

6.  His  Excellency  feels  confident  that  the  legidature  will  embody  these  regulations  into 
a  law  in  tiieir  next  session,  and  in  the  meantime,  he  anxiously  trusts  that  the  magistrates 
will  give  effect  to  them  in  their  several  parishes. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  the  Custos.  (signed)         C.  H.  DarSng,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  892, 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  31  May  1837. 

I  AM  desired  by  the  Governor  to'request  you  will  transmit,  for  his  Excellency's  informa- 
tion, a  return  of  all  properties  in  your  district  having  more  than  40  apprentices  attached, 
with  the  names  of  the  respective  proprietors,  attomies,  and  overseers,  according  to  the 
following  form ;  viz. — 


Name  of  Property. 


(State  in  -diis  cohmm  whe- 
ther a  sugar  or  coffee  prop^y 
•erpen.) 


Name  of  Proprietor, 
and  whether  absent  or  not. 


Name 
of  Attorney. 


Name 
of  Overseer. 


"2.  In  ihe  event  of  any  property  in  your  dktrict  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  new  proprietor, 
t>r  imder  the  management  oi  a  new  attorney,  you  will  report  the  same  when  it  occuib,  for 
Us  Excellency's  information. 

I  have,  &c. 

'Special  Justice.  (signed)         C,  H.  Darling,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  S07. 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  2  June  1887. 

I  AM  desired  by  the  Governor  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the 
poUce  force  and  maroons  are  actively  employed  in  apprehending  apprentices  upon  mere  sus- 
picion of  their  being  implicated  in  proceedings  intended  to  disturb  the  public  peace.     I  am, 
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tberefinre,  to  convey  his  Excellency's  commands  that  yon  immftdiately  maJLe  known  to  tkr       JAMAICA. 

masistratesof  the  parish  of  thatanch  a  practice  is  both  miyhievoiMi  anA  m^naty. — 

and^at  he  strictly  cautions  than  against  calling  out  the  police,  or  applying  fior  the  sermis 
of  the  maroons,  except  upon  well-grounded  information,  and  under  a  regular  warrant. 

I  have,  &c. 
Gustos.  (signed)         C.  H.  DtxrUngy  Ser. 


Circular,  No.  950. 
Sir,  The  King's  House,  10  June  1837. 

Th£  Secretary  of  State  having  called  for  certain  infonmiiion  relative  to  the  woriung^  of 
the  apprenticeship  system,  with  a  view  to  the  same  being  laid  before  P^4iament,  I  am 
desired  by  the  Governor  to  aldose  the  blank  form  of  a  return,  which  you  will  be  pleasttd  to 
fill  up,  and  retom  to  me  at  yoor  earliest  convenience. 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  transmit  a  similar  retom  in  future  with  your  quarterly^ 
reports^  made  up  for  each  quarter,  in  order  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  agaia  calling  for  a: 
return  embracing  such  an  extent  of  time  as  that  you  are  now  requiaed  to  furnish. 

With  your  quarteriy  report  for  the  present  quarter,  it  will  of  conne  only  be  necessary  Aat 
you  fomish  a  return  for  the  month  of  lune,  as  xhat  now  required  will  be  made  iqp  to  the 
31st  of  May,  inclusive. 

I  have^  Jcc. 
Mr*  Special  Justice* 


Circular,  No.  1028. 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  24  June  1837. 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  scale  of  labour  for  the  parish  of  ,  in  which  your 

district  is  situated. 

The  Governor  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  scale  has  been  framed  with  great  dili- 
gence and  care,  and  that  it  is  calculated  upon  a  knowledge  of  what  may  be  fairly  demanded 
from  an  able-bodied  prsedial  labourer,  dming  a  working  day  of  nine  hours'  duration. 

The  object  which  has  been  gained,  as  his  Excellency  confidently  trusts,  by  the  formation 
of  this  scale  is  twofold :  first,  as  affording  a  guide  to  the  special  justice  in  all  cases  of 
complaints  for  neglect  or  insufficiency  of  labour ;  and,  secondly,  aa  establishing  the  principle- 
upon  which  task-work  will  be  regulated,  to  the  general  adoption  of  which  his  Excellency 
attaches  the  greatest  importance. 

It  is  hardfy  necessary  to  point  out  to  you,  that  when  resorted  to  as  a  guide  in  cases  of 
insufficiency  of  labour,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  bear  in  mind,  that  it  is  calculated  for  an 
able-bodied  labourer,  and  that  you  should  therefore  satisfy  yourself  that  the  party  complained 
against  may  be  fairly  classed  as  such,  and  that  in  the  paiticular  case  before  you  there  are 
no  extraordinary  impediments  to  the  performance  of  the  quantum  of  daily  labour  estabUshed 
by  the  scale. 

When  employed  as  the  basis  of  task-work,  you  will  be  aware  that  the  contracts  formed 
upon  it  must  be  perfectly  voluntary  on  both  sides.  In  some  parishes  the  task  established 
upon  the  scales  has  been  completed  before  one  o'clock  in  the  day,  and  in  many  others 
considerably  before  the  expiration  of  the  nine  hours  appointed  for  labour ;  while,  therefore, 
it  is  of  course  your  duty  to  enforce  the  proper  qufintity  of  labour  on  the  one  hand,  it  is 
equally  incumbent  upon  you  to  see  that,  on  the  other,  the  apprentice  receives  the  full  benefit 
of  his  industry,  by  having  at  his  own  disposal  the  remaining  period  of  time,  whenever  he 
may  have  completed  his  daily  work  before  the  expiration  of  the  legal  hours  of  labour. 

In  all  cases  where  you  may  be  called  upon  to  ratify  agreements  based  upon  the  scale,  you 
will  therefore  make  it  your  duty  to  ascertain  that  this  principle  is  distinctly  recognised  by 
the  employer. 

Considering  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  island  that  a  system 
of  volimtary  labour,  mutually  satisfactoiy  to  employer  and  labourer,  should  be  promoted  as 
much  as  possible,  his  Excellency  earnestly  calls  upon  you  to  encourage  its  adoption  by  every 
means  in  your  power. 

If  in  any  instance  a  complaint  shall  be  made  that  the  quantum  of  labour  assigned  under 
any  of  the  numerous  heads  detailed  in  the  scale  is  more  than  can  fairly  be  performed,  it  will 
be  your  duty  to  obtain  the  best  evidence  in  your  power,  both  of  practical  planteis,  and  of 
the  head  men  or  intelligent  apprentices  upon  estates,  and  transmit  the  same  to  his  Excrikney, 
who  win  not  fisdl  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  setung  the  disputed  point  at  rest. 

I  have,  fcc. 

(signed)         C.  H.  DarUnff,  Secretary. 


Circular,  No.  1085. 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  16  July  1837. 

Ih  reference  to  the  Circular,  dated  King's  House,  24  June  1837,  No.  1028,  it  is  clearly 
to  be  understood,  that  when  tiie  apprentices  resist  the  late  established  scale  of  labour,  as 
being  beyond  or  greater  than  what  they  have  been  accustomed  to  perform,  the  special  magis- 
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JAMAICA.       trates  in  all  references  are  to  resort  to  the  quantity  of  work  which  the  apprentices  had  before 
'  ^^^^^  accustomed  to  for  the  day's  labour  of  nine  hours,  and  they  are  not  by  any  means  to 

compel  any  greater  quantity  than  what  had  been  before  customary. 


Special  Justice. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        S.  R.  Warren^  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  1120. 

The  King's  House,  22  July  1837. 

CJoMPLAiNTS  continuing  to  be  laid  before  the  Governor  that  the  ma^strates  in  committing 
apprentices  to  prison  authorize  or  permit  the  gaol  or  house  of  correction  officers  to  put  such 
pnsoners  in  the  bilboes  or  chains,  under  pretence  of  their  better  security,  and  before  trial  and 
conviction  of  any  offence,  notwithstanding  that  his  Excellency,  at  his  late  inspection  of  the 
prisons,  strictly  prohibited  this  unlawful  practice,  his  Excellency  is  now  pleased  to  call  on 
the  custodes  to  warn  all  magistrates  and  others  offending  herein  that  they  will  be  prosecuted 
for  anv  and  every  instance  of  this  violent  and  ill^al  conduct  in  future. 

If  the  gaols  are  not  secure,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  to  apply  to  the  parish  autho- 
rities to  make  them  so;  but  neither  the  Abolition  Act,  or  any  otner  law,  can  warrant  the 
punishment  of  men  before  trial  and  conviction,  and  it  would  be  better  that  60  should  escape 
than  the  law  be  violated  even  in  a  single  instance. 

By  Command. 

m    ^       .         .c        .^.    ^  (signed)        S.  R.  Warren,  Sec. 

To  Custodes  and  Special  Magistrates. 


Circular,  No.  1561. 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  29  July  1837. 

In  all  cases  where  special  magistrates  have  to  complain  of  the  unjust,  severe,  or  unkind 
treatment  of  apprentices  by  overseers,  from  whose  general  conduct  19  complaints  out  of  20 
now  originate,  they  will  be  so  good  as  to  accompany  such  reports  by  information  of  fitcts, 
stating  the  names  of  attomies  emplojring  such  overseers  in  this  count^,  or  where  there  is  no 
local  attorney,  the  name  of  the  proprietor  or  parties  owning  the  property  in  England  which 
such  overseer  may  be  wholly  in  charge  of. 

By  Command. 
To  Special  Justice.  (signed)        S.  R.  Warren. 


Circular,  No.  1662. 


Sir, 


The  King's  House,  29  July  1837. 

Doubts  may  arise  whether  the  apprentices  are  to  have  the  1st  of  August  as  a  holiday  or  not. 

There  being  no  positive  law  to  determine  the  question,  I  beg  to  recommend  you,  if  this 
instruction  can  reach  you  in  time,  to  propose  the  adoption  of  one  general  rule  in  your  parish^ 
either  of  granting  or  withholding  the  day,  according  as  the  legismture  intended,  so  that  no 
comparison  of  unequal  treatment,  and  consequent  dissatisfaction,  may  arise  out  of  a  different 
practice  by  masters  towards  their  apprentices  or  the  overseere. 

TotheCustos.  (signed)        Lionel  Smith. 


No.  2. 


—  No.  2.— 
(No.  148.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 


152>  of 
Julv. 


My  Lord,  King's  House,  28  July  1837. 

Circular  1120,  REFERRING  your  Lordship  to  my  circular  against  putting  apprentices  in 
33  July  1837!  bilboes  or  in  chains  before  trial  and  conviction,  I  enclose  the  aclmowledgment 
See  Despatch,  No-  ^f  j^y  order  by  several  of  the  custodes  or  senior  magistrates  (all  not  being 
^  *9th  ^^  received),  and  I  am  persuaded  this  oppressive  practice  will  be  eflfectually 
prevented  in  future. 

It  is  one  of  the  hateful  remains  of  slavery  abuses,  many  of  which  can  only 

be  overcome  by  time,  and  a  watchful  regard  to  the  laws. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 
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Enclosures  in  No.  2. 


JAMAICA. 


(No.  1.) 

Sir,  Peace-office,  Portland,  26  July  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  Richard  C.  King,  Esq.,  the  senior  magistrate  for  this  parish,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter,  No.  1120,  dated  22d  July  instant,  and  to  state  in  reply 
thereto,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  that  he  has  made  the  most  dihgent  inquiries  of  the 
officers  of  the  house  of  correction,  and  of  the  magistrates  of  this  parish,  and  is  hanpy  in  being 
able  to  assure  his  Excellency  that  there  has  not  been  any  instance  of  prisoners  baring  been 
put  in  the  bilboes  or  chains,  under  pretence  of  their  better  leciuity,  either  before  trial  or  after 
conviction  of  any  offences,  since  the  1st  day  of  August  1834. 


S.  R.  Warren,  Esq. 
&c.    &c.    &c. 


I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Robert  C.  Thomson, 

Depy  Clerk  Peace. 


Enclosures  in 
No.  3. 


(No.  2.) 


Sir,  Gilnock  Hall,  St.  Elizabeth's,  26  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular.  No.  1120,  to  which  I  shall 
give  every  publicity. 

Allow  me  at  the  same  time  to  solicit  your  infoiming  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that 
I  am  not  aware  a  sinde  instance  has  occurred  of  a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  or  house  of  correction 
<}f  this  parish  havingbeen  confined  either  in  the  bilboes  or  chains  before  conviction. 


Captain  Warren, 
&c.  &c  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        D"  Robertson,  Custos. 


(No.  3.) 

Sir,  Westmoreland,  25  Jul yl 837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular.  No.  1120,  dated  22d  instant, 
u  copy  of  which  I  have  had  transmitted  to  each  magistrate  in  this  parish,  as  also  to  the 
supenntendents  of  the  prison  and  house  of  correction,  and  by  the  latter  to  be  entered  into 
the  magistrates'  visiting  books  kept  at  the  respective  establishments;  and  I  have  most 
particularly  warned  all  the  magistrates  and  officers  of  the  institutions  of  the  consequences 
which  will  follow  the  sUghtest  departure  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  instructions 
concerning  the  good  management  of  gaols  and  houses  of  correction. 

And  should  any  illegal  act  be  committed  in  these  institutions,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  com- 
municate the  same  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Governor. 


S.  R.  Warren,  Esq. 


I  have,  Sec. 
(signed)         Thos.  Moore. 


(No.  4.) 

Sir,  Lucea,  25  July  1837. 

In  the  absence  of  his  Honor  the  Custos,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
circular  of  the  22d  instant,  No.  1120,  calling  the  attention  of  the  magistrates  to  ceitain 
abuses  alleged  to  exist  in  the  gaol  discipline  oi  this  parish  towards  prisoners  confined  therein 
for  trial, 

I  beg  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency,  that  should  those  illegal  proceedings 
to  which  you  allude  be  in  operation  in  any  of  the  parochial  gaols  of  the  islana,  that  they 
are  not,  nor  have  they  been,  countenanced  by  the  authorities  of  this  parish. 


S.  R.  Warren,  Esq- 
Gov.  Sec.  Office,  Spanish  Town. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Alex^  CampbelL 
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(No.  5,) 

Sir,  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  27  July  1837. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  circular  of  22d  instant.  No.  1120,  and  shall 
immediately  cause  his  Excellency's  sentiments,  with  regard  to  committing  apprentices  to 
prison  to  be  made  known  to  the  magistrates  of  the  parish. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  Warren,  Goyt  Secy,  (signed)        Gta.  W.  HamUtm. 

&c»    &c.    &c. 


(No.  6.) 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Thos.  M^Comockf  Esq.  Gustos,  to  S.  R.  Warren^  Esq. 
Govenmient  Secretary,  dated  (xolden  Grove,  Port  Morant,  26  July  1837. 

"  I  HAVE  never  heard  that  what  is  mentioned  in  your  circular  of  the  22d  has  been  done 
in  this  precinct ;  but  I  sent  a  copy  of  it  immediately  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  for  the 
information  of  all  concerned,  and  added,  ^  I  believe  what  is  therein  alluded  to  is  never  done 
in  this  precinct ;  but  you  will  caution  the  keepers  of  both  gaol  and  house  of  correction,  here 
and  in  St.  David's,  not  to  transgress  the  law  on  any  account.' " 


—  No.  3.— 
(No.  i43-> 

No.  3.         Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lwrd  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.C3. 

Sir,  Dovming-street,  15  Sept.  1837. 

I  HAVB  received  your  despatches,  No.  152,  of  the  29th  July  last,  and  No- 
148,  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month ;  the  one  transmitting  for  my  information 
copies  of  all  your  recent  circulars  to  the  custodes  and  special  magistrates  with 
reference  to  the  apprenticed  population ;  the  other  enclosing  letters  addressed 
to  you  by  several  of  the  custodes  or  senior  magistrates,  with  reference  to  your 
circular  against  putting  apprentices  in  bilboes  or  chains  before  trial  and 
conviction. 

1  have  read  the  circulars  with  much  pleasure,  as  affording  most  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  zeal,  vigilance,  and  humanity  with  which  you  superintend  the 
working  of  the  present  system.  I  confidentiy  anticipate  that  your  exertions 
will  have  a  powerful  effect  in  suppressing  what  you  justly  describe  as  "  the 
hateful  remains  of  slavery  abuses,"  but  of  which  1  earnestly  hope  all  traces  will 
ere  long  have  been  eradicated.  In  your  anidous  desire  and  eidighted  efforts  to 
accomplish  this  great  end  I  repose  the  fullest  confidence,  and  it  will  afford  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  find  that  your  endeavours  are 
met  by  the  cordial  co-operation  of  of  the  legislature  of  Jamaica. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  4.  — 
(No.  10.) 

No.  4.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  16  January  1838. 

No.  1 161,  39  July.  I  HAVB  the  houour  to  transmit  herewith  cq[ues  of  all  circulars  to  custodes  and 

I  li?!;  10  ^T***  i^)ecial  ma^trates  issued  since  the  22d  July  last,  for  their  guidance  m  reference 

-  1245'.  19   —  to  their  duties  connected  with  the  apprenticed  populatimi,  which  I  trust  will 
I    IsfeiJoN?;.  meet  your  Lordship's  approbation. 

-  1613,  8  Dec.  I  have,  &c. 

-  1670,  39  — 

-  1671, (signed)         Lionel  Smith. 
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EnckxmreB  in  No.  4. 

CSrcular,  No.1161. 

Sir,  The  King's  IJouse,  29  July  1837, 

In  all  cases  where  magistrates  have  to  complain  of  the  mijust,  severe  or  unkind  treatment 
of  apprentices  by  overseers,  from  whose  general  conduct,  19  complaints  out  of  20  bow 
originate,  they  will  be  so  good  as  to  accompany  such  reports  by  information  of  facts,  stating 
the  names  of  attomies  employing  such  overseers  in  this  country,  or,  where  there  is  no  local 
attorney,  the  name  of  the  propnetor  or  parties  owning  the  property  in  England  which  such 
overseer  may  be  wholly  in  charge  of. 

By  command. 
Mr.  Special  Justice.  (signed)        S.  R.  Wmren,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  1197. 


Sir,  The  King's  House,  2  August  1887. 

In  all  magistrates'  comrts  of  valuation  on  apprentices  in  future,  die  special  magistrate, 
before  commencing  proceedings,  is  directed  to  ascertain  from  the  general  magistrates  asso- 
ciated with  him,  whether  they  are  agreed  to  allow  a  deduction  upon  the  extreme  value  of 
ai^  such  apprentices  of  one-uiird  for  contingencies,  which  has  been  the  principle  formerly 
adopted,  but  lately  generally  denied. 

2.  If  the  associated  magistrates  will  not  agree  to  this  just  deduction,  the  court  need  not 
.proceed ;  but  the  social  magistrate  will  at  once  report  the  valuation  as  inconclusive,  and 
then  give  notice  to  have  other  magistrates  selected,  who  will  agree  to  the  usual  deduction 
for  contingencies. 

I  have,  &c. 

Special  Justice.  (signed)  S.  B.  Warren,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  1212. 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  10  August  1837. 

Your  own  business  and  the  Governor's  time  are  both  too  much  interrupted  from  the  nature 
of  the  disputes  to  which  your  duties  expose  you. 

2.  The  overseer  and  the  attorney  frequently  complain  together  on  the  same  case,  and  thus 
create  double  trouble. 

3.  The  pers(Hi  in  actual  charge  of  a  property,  who  is  alone  liable  to  the  law,  when  brought 
to  an  account,  refers  to  his  immediate  superior,  who,  absent,  can  have  no  personal  knowledge 
of  the  fiacts,  yet  both  join  in  the  same  complaint  or  remonstrance.  Tnis  is  unreasonable 
towards  the  magistrates. 

4.  In  future,  therefore,  you  will  consider  the  person  actually  in  charge  of  a  property,  and 
lawfnlly  exercising  authority  over  the  apprentices,  the  only  person  responsible  fbr  their 
treatment  in  their  apprenticeship  duties  on  estates,  and  you  are  not  in  future  to  enter  into 
correspondence  with  any  intermediate  or  superior  authority,  but  refer  such  parties  to  the 
Grovemor. 

5.  It  is  thus  expected  you  may  never  be  brought  in  collision  with  more  than  one  responsible 
authority  in  any  one  dispute. 

I  have,  &c. 
ecial  Justice.  (signed)        S.  R.  Warren,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  1246. 


--  ^^y  ...  -  ,  Spanish  Town,  19  August  1837. 

YOU  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  in  a  return  of  all  valuations  from  the  1st  November  1836 
made  in  the  district  under  your  charge.  This  is  to  include  all  valuations,  whether  con- 
cluded or  not  concluded,  and  to  specify  the  amount  of  valuation ;  whether  the  sums  have 
been  paid  and  the  parties  released,  or  whether  remaining  unpaid,  distinguishing  the  classes 
of  the  apprentices,  and  particulariadng  the  dates  of  the  appraisements,  and  the  estates  to 
which  the  apprentices  respectively  belonged. 

2.  As  this  return  is  required  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  you  will  lose  no 
time  m  complying  with  this  order,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  bring  down  the  date  of  the 
return  to  the  31st  day  of  July  inclusive. 

I  am,  &c. 

Mr.  Special  Justice.  (signed)         S.  R.  Warren,  Sec 


Circular,  No.  1464. 

„^t      „         ,,    ^ ^.  ^  .The  King's  Houue,  21  October  1887. 

His  ^cellency  the  Governor  directs  that  you  will  make,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  a 
return  of  all  the  plantations,  pens,  and  settlements  in  your  district  on  which  the  eight  hours' 
system  of  labour  has  been  adhered  to. 
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JAMAICA.  2.  You  will  particularize  whether  such  adherenc  e  has  been  by  mutual  arrangement  between. 

■  the  master  and  apprentice,  or  whether  it  has  bein  persisted  m,  as  being  in  conformity  with 

the  law ;  and  you  will  enumerate  the  plantations^  pens,  and  settlements  in  the  same  <ustrict 
on  which  the  nine  hours'  system  of  work  prevails  at  the  present  time. 

I  have,  &c. 
,  Esq.  (signed)        S.  JR.  Warren,  Sec. 


Special  Justice 


Circular,  No.  1516. 


Sir,  10  November  1837. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  having  observed  by  the  public  advertisements  that  justices, 
who  are  not  of  the  special  commission,  have  frequently  committed  apprentices  to  the  house 
of  correction  as  deserters  and  vagrants,  contrary  to  the  prohibition  of  the  21st  clause  of  the 
Abohtion  Act,  which  assigns  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  apprentices  to  special  justices  of  the 
peace  only ;  directs  that  all  advertisements  by  the  supenntendents  of  nouses  of  correction, 
purporting  to  be  of  apprentices  in  custody,  shall  set  forth  the  name  of  the  committing 
magistrate,  and  the  date  of  the  committal  m  each  warrant  respectively. 

2.  To  guard  against  any  infringement  of  the  law,  the  course  a  person  should  pursue  when 
apprehending  a  vagrant  or  deserter,  either  under  the  27th  or  39th  clauses  of  the  Abolition 
Act,  is  to  put  such  vagrant  or  deserter  in  the  hand  of  the  police,  or  into  the  hand  of  the 
plantation  constable. 

3.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  these  persons  to  obtain  the  necessary  warrant  from  the  special 
justice  of  the  district  for  committmg  the  vagrant  or  deserter  to  the  house  of  correction  to  be 
claimed. 

4.  As  the  17th  clause  of  the  Act  in  Aid  gives  to  the  police  a  fee  of  20  s.  for  apprehending 
a  known  and  described  deserter,  and  the  workhouse  law,  mile  money  and  caption  fee  to  any 
other  person  for  apprehending  vagrant  apprentices,  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  parties  detain- 
ing deserters,  not  seeking  the  special  justice,  and  acting  by  his  authority. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        S.  R,  Warren,  Sec. 


Circidar,  No.  1612. 

Sir,  The  King's  House,  8  December  1837. 

Captain  Prinols  having  received  a  commission  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,, 
empowering  him  to  inquire  and  examine  into  all  matters  connected  with  the  state  of  the 
gaols  and  houses  of  correction.  Sec,  and  the  prison  discipline  of  the  island,  I  am  directed  to 
request  you  to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  all  concerned,  that  this  gentleman  may  have 
free  access  to  all  places  of  confinement,  &c.,  within  your  juiisdiction,  and  his  Excellency  is 
confident  you  will  be  disposed  to  afford  him  such  information  and  faciUties  in  the  progress 


of  his  inquiry  as  he  may  desire. 


I  have,  &c. 

S.  JR.  Warren,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  1670. 

Sir,  •  The  King's  House,  29  December  1837. 

The  Governor  again  calls  the  attention  of  special  magistrates  to  give  all  the  encourage- 
ment they  possibly  can  to  the  system  of  task-work,  on  mutual  agreement  of  masters  and 

apprentices. 

I  am,  &c. 

(signed)        S.  R.  Warren,  Sec. 


Circular,  No.  1671. 
Sir, 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  having  had  brought  under  his  notice  instances  m  which 
women  in  a  state  of  pregnancy  have  b^n  sentenced  to  penal  labour  in  the  house  of  correc- 
tion, and  m  which  deUvery  in  child-birth  has  occurred  during  the  period  of  their  sentence, 
or  immediately  after  their  release  from  prison,  under  circumstances  of  aggravated  suffering, 
as  well  as  privation,  directs  me  to  inform  you,  that  in  all  instances  in  which  delinquents 
shall  be  brought  before  you  perceptibly  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  or  in  which  it  shall  be 
pleaded  that  pregnancy  renders  the  punishment  inappropnate,  the  magistrate  shall  in  no 
instance  send  sucn  persons  to  the  house  of  correction,  but  shall  devise  some  occupation  for 
them  during  their  extra  hours  on  the  plantation,  suited  to  their  state  of  infirmity  ;  and  I  am 
to  inform  you,  that  any  culpable  disre^rd  of  this  order  will  be  a  reason  with  hi  Excellency^ 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  negUgent  magistrate  from  the  special  commission. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        S.  JR.  Warren,  Sec 
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3. 
POLICE   ACT. 


No.  5. 


—  No.  5.— 
(No.  47-)  JAMAICA. 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  The  King's  House,  30  December  1836. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  new  PoUce  Bill ;  it  formed  a  sub-       ^o.  ^^^ 
ject  of  long  and  various  discussion  in  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  and  though  it  is  -'^^^t^pf% 
not  so  good  a  Bill  as  I  would  wish,  I  was  obliged  to  accept  it,  the  old  Bill  expiring  ^     ^-"--^li: 

on  the  last  day  of  this  year. 

It  has  eflfected  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  force,  that  is,  in  the  establish- 
ment ;  but  not  material  in  reducing  actual  number,  since  the  establishment  was 
never  complete. 

I  foimd  it  quite  impracticable  to  get  a  more  permanent  Bill  passed. 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  provide  for  most  exigencies  by  the  present  Bill ;  and 
certain  it  is,  no  sjrstem  could  be  worse  than  that  which  formed  the  original  police 
at  a  most  enormous  and  unnecessary  expense. 

r  have,  &c. 
(signed)        lAonel  Smith. 


—  No.  6.— 
(No.  134.) 
Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  toGovemor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,K.  c.  b., 
dated  Downing-street,  2  September  1837. 

The  Acts  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  of  Jamaica,  and  your  despatches  No.  6. 

explanatory  of  them,  have  engaged  the  serious  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  I  proceed  to  annoxmce  to  you  the  course  which  will  be  taken  respecting 
them  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council.  I  have  postponed  this  despatch  to  the  latent 
possible  period,  in  the  hope  of  l-eceiving  the  usual  printed  copy  of  the  Acts  of 
the  year,  for  you  will  readily  understand  that  the  difficulty  of  examining  this 
voluminous  mass  of  statutes  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  circumstance  of  their 
reaching  me  in  the  form  of  manuscript,  written  in  a  close  and  crowded  charac- 
ter, on  paper  of  the  largest  size,  in  which  many  clerical  errors  occur,  and  of 
which  it  is  impossible,  without  much  labour  and  delay,  to  multiply  copies  for 
reference  to  the  other  departments  of  the  Government.  I  am  prevented  by  this 
circumstance  from  referring,  on  this  occasion,  to  the  Acts  in  question,  by  their 
proper  divisions  into  chapters  and  sections.  These  impediments  to  an  eirher 
decision  are  mentioned,  not  with  the  slightest  intention  of  imputing  blame  to 
any  of  the  officers  of  your  government,  still  less  to  yourself,  but  in  order  that 
your  authority  or  influence  may  be  exercised  to  secure  the  printing  of  the  sta- 
tutes of  the  island  with  greater  promptitude  hereafter. 

The  Act,  No.  3239,  for  organizing  a  Police,  contains  a  clause  by  which  it  is  in 
substance  provided,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  poUce  to  apprehend  every 
person  having  in  his  possession  any  quantity  of  produce,  or  any  canes,  wood  or 
grass,  who  shall  not  be  able  to  produce  a  permit  from  the  proprietor  of  the  estate 
on  which  the  produce  was  grown,  or  to  show  that  he  has  honestly  become  pos- 
sessed of  such  property.  TTie  poUce  are  then  to  cany  the  person  thus  appre- 
hended before  any  magistrate  of  the  parish,  who  is  to  associate  with  himself 
another  .magistrate.  The  two  justices  are  jointly  to  examine  into  the  matter,  and 
on  conviction  may  adjudge  the  parties  to  a  fine  of  20  Z.,  and  in  failin^e  of  payment, 
to  labour  in  the  house  of  correction  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two  months. 

Now,  I  understand  that  it  is  no  uncommon  practice  in  Jamaica  to  give  to 
the  labourers  wood  and  grass,  or  the  privilege  of  cutting  them,  in  commutation 
for  some  of  their  regular  allowances  ;  a  practice  to  be  mentioned  with  commen- 
dation, as  tending  to  encourage  the  people  to  honest  industry  in  the  pursuit  of  a 
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JAMAICA.  petty  traffic,  advantageous  to  them,  and  convenient  to  the  society  of  wWch  they 
*-"""  form  a  part.    To  obtain  on  every  occasion  the  necessary  written  permission  for 

this  purpose  is  at  least  an  onerous  obligation,  and  may  often  subject  the  labourer 
to  the  capricious  and  unreasonable  refosal  of  the  party  whom  he  serves.  Yet 
under  this  Act  the  complaint  of  the  employer  must  be  entertained  and  decided 
by  any  two  justices,  whether  in  the  special  commission  of  the  peace  or  not.  If, 
therefore,  there  should  be  any  person  desirous  to  inflict  upon  an  apprenticed 
labourer  punishments  of  greater  severity  than  would  be  imposed  by  the  special 
magistrate,  an  opportunity  is  here  afforded  for  that  evasion  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Slavery  AboUtion  Act.  An  offence  which  is  really  an  infringement  of  plantation 
discipline  would  be  cognizable  before  a  different  tribunal  from  that  to  which  thfe 
law  has  intrusted  the  superintendence  of  the  conduct  of  the  apprentices  iti  that 
relation  of  life. 

It  may,  I  am  aware,  be  answered,  that  the  offence  against  which  this  enactment 
is  pointed  is  committed,  not  against  plantation  discipline,  but  against  the  general 
laws  of  police,  affecting  alike  the  whole  population,  and  is  therefore  properly  cog- 
nizable by  the  ordinary  magistrates.  To  that  answer  I  should  reply,  that  not  only 
during  the  continuance  of  slavery  were  these  Acts  regarded  as  an  infringement  (rf 
plantation  discipUne,  but  that  they  were  viewed  in  that  Ught  by  the  legislature  of 
Jamaica  so  recently  as  the  year  1836,  when  the  PoUce  Act  conferred  this  juris- 
diction on  the  special  magistracy  alone.  The  change  in  the  law  which  has  been 
silently  introduced  in  the  Act  under  consideration  is  therefore  equally  at 
variance  with  the  recent  and  with  the  ancient  views  of  the  colonial  legislature. 
I  regard  it  as  the  more  objectionable,  because  it  is  an  alteration  in  a  statute  which 
certainly  ought  to  have  been  enacted  for  the  whole  term  of  the  apprenticeship. 
If  the  Assembly  will  not  concur  in  passing  a  permanent  Police  Act,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  must,  at  least,  protest  in  the  most  decided  terms  against  the  intro- 
duction into  the  annual  Acts  of  that  nature  of  any  clause  impairing  their  value. 
The  periodical  revival  of  this  measure  should  not  be  connected  with  any  such  sti- 
pulation on  the  part  of  the  Assembly. 

You  will,  therefore,  have  the  goodness  to  understand  yourself  as  placed  by  Her 
Majesty  under  a  distinct  prohibition  against  assenting  to  the  revival  of  the  Police 
Act,  if  it  shall  be  tendered  for  your  acceptance  with  a  repetition  of  the  clause  to 
which  I  have  referred  ;  or  if  it  shall  contain  any  other  clause  foreign  to  its  proper 
object,  or  opposed  in  any  degree  whatever  to  the  principles  of  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament for  the  AboKtion  of  Slavery. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  the  local  legislature  will  perceive  and  acknowledge  the 
necessity  of  meeting  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  people  of  this  country  and 
of  Parliament  on  this  subject,  and  that  in  their  next  session  they  will  pass  a 
PoUce  Act  to  which  no  vaUd  objection  can  be  taken.  I  cherish  this  expectation 
so  confidently,  that  I  will  not  advert  to  a  consideration  of  the  course  which  it 
might  be  right  to  adopt  on  a  contrary  supposition. 


—  No.  7.-- 
<No.  233.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  lord,  Spanish  Town,  20  December  1837. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  that  I  granted  the  application  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  an  adjournment  from  the  18th  instant  to  the  20th  of 
February,  in  order  to  enable  the  members  to  be  present  on  their  properties  during 
the  usual  holidays. 

Many  Bills  have  been  passed  at  this  first  meeting  of  the  Sessions,  the  most 
■^^•^•YoV^<i®  important  of  which,  the  new  Police  Bill,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose,  your 
Co?7  ^^Act-  Lordship  being  aware  that  the  old  Bill  expires  on  the  31st  instant. 

AP9*52:3^       Your  Lordship's  objections  to  the  last  PoUce  Law,  in  your  despatch.  No.  134, 
Y^^ —  of  2d  September  1837,  were  duly  communicated  to  the  House,  but,  I  am  sorry  to 

say,  through  several  days  of  animated  discussion,  they  finally  persisted  in  main- 
taining the  former  clause,  which  subjects  parties  apprehended,  in  possession  of 
wood  or  grass  without  a  permit,  to  be  carried  before  any  two  justices  of  the  pe^ce, 
who  were  empowered  to  try  and  punish  the  offence,  whether  committed  by  an 
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appreutice  or  otherwise,  and  thus  violating  the  Abolition  Law,  giving  exclufiiive       JAMAICA, 
jurisdiction  lo  the  special  magistrates  over  the  apprentice,  

In  these  circumstances,  Her  Majesty's  legislative  council  returned  the  BiU 
for  amendment. 

On  its  being .  rejected,  I  went  into  privy  council  for  advice.  I  read  your 
Lordstiip's  instructions  in  No.  134,  and  particularly  impressed  upon  them 
that  I  was  not  to  accept  any  Bill  which  contained  a  repetition  of  the  objectionable 
clause  in  the  former  Act. 

I  then  read  to  them  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  138,  of  2d  November 
1835,  to  Lord  SUgo,  in  answer  to  his  Lordship's  despatches,  in  apprehension  that 
the  Assembly  woiild  pass  no  Pohce  BUI,  or  one  so  exceptionable  that  it  could  not 
be  accepted.  I  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  guarded  caution  you  recommend 
to  his  Lordship  in  that  despatch,  against  adopting,  if  possible  to  be  avoided, 
extreme  measures ;  yet  all  the  difficulties  had  accumulated  in  this  instance,  which 
influenced  the  spirit  of  your  Lordship's  instructions. 

The  council  immediately  advised  a  short  prorogation,  and  I  accordingly  sum- 
moned the  House  the  next  day. 

The  printed  minutes  of  their  proceedings  herewith  enclosed  will  explain  to 
your  Lordship  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  council,  and  my  speech  on  the 
prorogation. 

The  House,  according  to  my  recommendation,  having  met  on  the  16th, 
again  sent  over  a  Pohce  Bill  to  the  council,  improved  in  some  alterations,  but  still 
retaining  the  principal  original  objections.  Both  branches  adjom-ned  to  the  1 8th 
instant,  when  the  council,  faithful  to  their  purpose,  returned  the  Bill  for  amend- 
ment, aixd  it  came  back  to  the  council  on  the  same  day,  with  one  material  modifi- 
cation, that  apprentices  having  produce  in  their  possession  taken  from  the 
premises,  or  being  the  property  of  their  masters  or  employers,  should  be  handed 
over  to  the  specisd  justice  of  the  district.  There  was  also  a  considerable  mitigation 
in  the  fines  and  punishments  awarded  by  the  former  Act. 

The  period  had  now  arrived  when  I  could  no  longer  hope  for  any  further 
concessions  from  the  House  to  your  Lordship's  instructions,  and  I  determined 
immediately  to  take  the  advice  of  the  privy  council  as  to  my  best  course  of 
conduct  for  Her  Majesty's  service. 

I   have  the  honour  to   enclose  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  minutes  on 
that  occasion,  by  which  your  Lordship  will  perceive  the  council  were  unanimoiis  Extr  ^^*  ^* 
in  their  advice,  quahfied  only  by  the  Attorney-general,  that  I  should  accept  the  Bill,  ^^'ui^*?'** 

I   am  now  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  the  unhappy  position  I  was  placed  — 2-£l 

in,  for  I  have  deeply  felt  the  serious  responsibihty  of  having  acted  contrary  to 
your  Lordship's  most  clear  and  positive  instructions. 

That  position  was  a  choice  of  evils,  whether  to  accept  an  imperfect  Bill, 
and  retain  the  pohce,  or  dissolve  the  Assembly  for  the  chance  of  a  better  Bill, 
which  could  not,  however,  secure  the  pohce,  because  the  present  Bill  expires  on 
the  3 1  St  instant,  and  no  new  House  could  be  convened  under  40  days. 

When  your  Lordship  considers  the  season,  the  close  approach  of  the  Christmas 
hohdays,  always  one  of  some  excitement,  the  risk,  not  to  say  injustice,  of 
suddenly  throwing  a  considerable  body  of  men  out  of  bread,  to  increase  pos- 
sibly that  spirit  of  discontent  among  the  negroes  which  has  been  spreading  ever 
since  Joseph  Sturge's  inflammatory  discourses  had  become  known  to  them,  I 
feel  confident  your  Lordship  will  admit  I  had  strong  grounds  to  prefer  the  first 
evil,  particularly  as  I  could  in  four  months  receive  Her  Majesty's  disallowance  of 
the  Act,  and  your  Lordship's  commands  to  try  a  new  House  of  Assembly,  if  you 
deemed  such  a  course  desirable.  For  myself,  I  should  place  no  dependence  what- 
ever on  such  a  measure. 

The  present  Pohce  Bill  will  continue  in  force  through  1838,  if  approved  of 
In  August  that  year,  about  50,000  non-praedials  come  into  unrestricted  freedom, 
and  it  is  the  fashion  of  many  to  set  down  that  event  as  one  of  danger  or  difficulty; 
I  am  not  of  this  opinion,  but  I  consider  the  substitution  of  unarmed  constables, 
at  the  expense  of  the  Queen's  Government,  would  give  no  strength  to  the  execu- 
tive, or  carry  any  useful  influence  against  riot  or  resistance. 

Carrying  my  reasoning  to  that  period,  it  had  its  weight  in  the  conclusion  I 
have  come  to.  That  I  failed  in  carrying  a  Bill  more  consonant  to  your  Lordship '§ 
orders,  and  the  spirit  of  the  Abolition  Law,  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  sorrow  to  me, 
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JAMAICA.  It  was  hardly  possible  to  avoid  error.  It  rests  with  your  Lordship  whether  I  hare 
justified  it.  My  consolation  is,  that  the  course  I  adopted  is  that  best  calculated 
to  keep  down  agitation,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  whole 
community. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosures  in  No.  7. 
(No.  2.) 
End.  iu  No.  7.  EXTRACTS  from  the  Journals  of  the  Hous  e  of  Assembly  of  Jamaica. 

7  December  1837. 
The  Bill  to  organize  a  Police  was  read  a  second  time. 

Resolved) — ThBt  the  said  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Wednesday  the  13th  instant. 

13  December  1837. 
The  House,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  Bill  to  organize  a  rolice. 
Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair.    • 
IVlr.  Leslie  took  the  chair  of  the  committee. 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Leslie,  from  the  committee,  reported  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  had 
made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  delivered  in  at  the 
table,  with  the  Bill,  where  the  first,  second  and  third  amendments,  being  again  severally 
read,  were  agreed  unto  by  the  House. 

Then  the  fourth  amendment,  being  again  read,  is  as  follows : 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
at  all  times  to  take  up  all  vagrants  or  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  and  to  quell  all  riots, 
and  disperse  all  unlawful  meetings,  and  to  apprehend  all  and  every  person  and  persons 
unlawfully  armed,  or  having  in  his,  her  or  their  possession  any  arms  or  ammunition  without 
a  warrant  for  that  purpose  from  some  ma^strate  of  the  parish  in  which  such  person  shall 
reside,  or  having  in  his,  her  or  their  possession  any  quantity  of  sugar,  rum,  pimento,  coflTee 
or  other  produce,  who  shall  not  be  able  to  produce  a  permit  from  Uie  proprietor,  overseer 
or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  property  whereon  such  produce  was  grown  and  manu- 
factured, or  otherwise  show  that  he,  she  or  they  has  or  have  honestly  become  possessed  of 
such  property,  and  to  carry  such  person  or  persons  so  apprehended  before  the  nearest 
justice,  wno  shall  examine  into  the  matter,  and,  upon  conviction,  adjudge  the  party  or 
parties  offending  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  6/.,  or,  in  failure  of  payment  of 
such  fine,  to  commit  such  offender  or  offenders  to  labour  in  the  house  of  correction  for  a 
space  of  time  not  exceeding  thirty  days :  provided  always,  in  the  event  of  no  application 
from  the  owners  of  such  produce  within  five  days,  the  same  shall  be  sold  by  order  of  such 
justice,  and  one  moiety  or  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  to  the  police  apprehending  such  parties, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  be  appropriated  for  the  poor  of  the  pansn  in  which  such  condem- 
nation shall  take  place  :  provided  also,  that  if  the  justice  so  called  upon  to  adjudicate  shall 
consider  the  offence  to  be  of  too  aggravated  a  nature  to  be  dealt  with  in  such  summary 
manner,  he  shall  commit  the  offender  to  be  tried  at  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  parish  in 
which  such  offence  was  committed." 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  said  report  by  striking  out,  after  the  word  coffee, 
the  words  "or  other  produce,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  ''canes,  wood 
or  grass." 

.    A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  being  put  on  the  amendment,  * 

The  House  divided :  the  ayes  went  forth : 

Ayes,  9 : — Mr.  Townshend,  Mr.  Leslie,  Mr.  H.  Brown,  Mr.  Collman,  Mr.  Berry,  Mr* 
.  Whittaker,  Mr.  March,  Mr.  Farauharson  and  Mr.  Bamett. 

Noes,  12 : — Mr.  J.  S.  Brown,  Mr.  Jordon,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Barclay, 
Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Lake,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Fairweather,  Mr.  Dallas  and  Mr.  Wright. 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  a  motion  being  made  that  the  said  clause  do  stand  a  clause  of  the  said  Bill, 
.  A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  being  put. 
The  House  divided  :  the  noes  went  forth : 

Noe§,  4 : — Mr.  T^lor,  Mr.  March,  Mr.  J.  S.  Brown  and  Mr.  Jordon. 
Ayes,  17 : — Mr.  Whittaker,  Mr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Bamett,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Oox,  Mr. 
GoUman,  Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Berry,  Mr.  Balrclay,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Lake,  Mr.  Townshend,  Mr. 
Leslie,  Mr.  Fairweather,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  H.  Brown. 
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It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Then  the  remaining  amendments^  being  again  severally  read^  were  agreed  unto  by 
file  House. 

Ordered, — ^That  the  said  Bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  that  the  title  be, 
**  An  Act  to  organize  a  Police." 

14  December  1837. 

The  engrossed  Bill  to  organize  a  Police  was  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  said  Bill  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "  or  other  pro- 
duce "  in  the  ninth  clause,  the  following  words,  "  or  any  canes,  wood  or  grass." 

A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  being  put  on  the  said  amendment. 

The  House  divided :  the  ayes  went  forth : 

Ayes,  15: — Mr.  H.  Brown,  Mr.  J.  Allwood,  Mr.  Panton,  Mr.  Townshend,  Mr.  Leslie, 
Mr.  Berry,  Mr.  Hyslop,  Mr.  Mitchel,  Mr.  March,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Good,  Mr; 
0>llman,  Mr.  R.  Allwood  and  Mr.  Bravo. 

'Noes,  13 : — Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Hart,  Mr.  Jordon,  Mr.  J.  S.  Brown, 
Mr.  Gox,  Mr.  Fairweather,  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Lake  and  Mr. 
O  shorn. 

it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  said  Bill  was  amended  accordingly. 
Resolved, — ^That  the  said  Bill  as  amended  do  pass. 

Message  from  the  Council,  15  December  1837. 
Mr.  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  council  to  acquaint  the  House  that  they  agree  to  the  Bill,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  organize  a  PoUce,''  with  the  following  amendments  : 

In  the  tenth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  second  sheet,  after  the  words  '*  all  such*'  insert 
the  word  "  lawful." 

In  the  sixth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  same  sheet,  after  the  words  *'  promptly  obey  any*' 
insert  the  words  "  such  order  as  aforesaid.'* 

In  the  Mxth  line  from  the  top  of  the  third  sheet,  dele  the  words  "  or  any  canes,  wood  or 
grass. ' 

In  the  ninth  Une  from  the  top  of  the  same  sheet,  after  the  word  ^Mustice"  insert  the  words 
"'or,  if  an  apprenticed  labourer,  before  a  special  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  the  sixth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  same  sheet,  after  the  word  "  such"  insert  the 
word ''lawful." 

Resolved, — ^That  the  House  do  agree  to  the  first  and  second  amendments  proposed  by  their 
honors  in  their  message  to  the  Bill  therein  mentioned. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  third  amendment  proposed  by  their 
honors  in  the  said  message. 

A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  being  put. 

The  House  divided :  the  ayes  went  forth : 

Ayes,  12  : — Mr.  Fairweather,  Mr.  Osbom,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  J.  S.  Brown,  Mr.  Lake,  Mr. 
Jordon,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Anderson. 

Noes,  18: — Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  J.  Allwood,  Mr.  Sanguinetti,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Panton,  Mr. 
Farquharson,  Mr.  R.  Allwood,  Mr.  Bravo,  Mr.  Berry,  Mr.  Bamett,  Mr.  Good,  Mr.  Hyslop, 
Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  Leslie,  Mr.  H.  Brown,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Collman  and  Mr.  Townshend. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved, — ^That  the  House  do  disagree  to  the  third  amendment  proposed  by  their  honors 
in  their  message  to  the  Bill  therein  mentioned. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  fourth  amendment  proposed  by  their 
honors  in  their  message  of  this  day. 

A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  being  put, 

The  House  divided :  the  ayes  went  forth : 

Ayes,  7 : — Mr.  Osbom,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  J.  S.  Brown,  Mr.  Lake,  Mr.  Jordon,  Mr.  Hill 
and  Mr.  Anderson. 

Noes,  23 : — Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  J.  Allwood,  Mr.  Sanguinetti,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Panton,  Mr. 
Dallas,  Mr.  Farauharson,  Mr.  R.  Allwood,  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Bravo,  Mr.  Berry, Mr.  Bamett, 
Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Good,  Mr.  Hyslop,  Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  Leslie,  Mr.  H.  Brown,  Mr. 
Mitchel,  Mr.  Fairweadier,  Mr.  Collman  and  Air.  Townshend. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved, — ^That  the  House  do  disagree  to  the  fourth  amendment  proposed  by  thoir  honors 
in  their  message  to  the  Bill  therein  mentioned. 

Resolyed,-»-That  the  House  do  agree  to  the  fifth  amendment  proposed  by  their  honors  in 
their  message  of  this  day  to  the  Bui  therein  mentioned. 
.     J  54.  C3  Message 


JAMAICA, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i2  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

JAMAICA.  Mbssage  to  the CJouncil,  15  December  1837. 

Muy  it  please  your  honors^ 

We  are  ordered  by  the  House  to  acquaint  you,  that  they  agree  to  the  first,  second  and  fifth 
amendments  proposed  by  your  honors  in  your  message  of  to-day  to  the  Bill,  entitled  "An 
Ad  to  organize  a  Police,"  and  have  amended  their  Bill  accordingly ;  but  that  they  disagree 
to  the  third  and  fourth  amendments  proposed  by  your  honors  in  your  said  message,  and  do 
adhere  to  their  said  Bill  in  those  respects. 

Ordered, — ^That  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Leslie  and  Mr.Mitchel  be  a  committee  to  carry  the 
above  engrossed  Bill  to  the  council,  and  desire  their  concurrence  thereto ;  also  the  above  mes- 
sage, Yfitix  the  amended  Bill,  who,  returning,  reported  the  deUvery  thereof. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  the  following  speech  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 
The  failure  of  two  most  important  Bills  in  their  progress  to  me — I  mean  the  Police  and 
Process  Bills — and  my  desire  to  avert,  if  possible,  the  serious  consequences  which  may 
result  firom  the  loss  of  them,  compels  me  to  resort  to  a  short  prorogation,  which  I  trust 
will  not  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  yourselves. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 
When  I  consented  to  your  adjournment,  1  did  not  contemplate  the  contingency  which 
has  arisen  ;  I  was  actuated  by  my  desire  to  grant  your  request,  and  nothing  but  my  convic- 
tion of  the  embarrassment  which  the  loss  of  these  Bills  will  entail  upon  the  island  at  laige 
induces  me  now  to  interfere  with  your  wishes. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 
I  do  now,  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  prorogue  this  General  Assembly  until  to-morrow  the 
16th  instant,  and  it  is  hereby  prorogued  accordingly. 

[End  of  the  first  Session.] 


16  December  1837. 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  the  House  had  attended  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  the 
council-chamber,  when  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  make  a  speech,  of  which  Mr.  Speaker 
said  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes,  obtained  a  copy,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  ordered  to 
be  entered,  and  is  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

It  has  been  my  anxious  desire  to  avoid  interrupting  the  progress  of  your  public  business, 
and  nothing  but  paramount  necessity  induced  me  to  resort  to  the  late  prorogation. 

I  therefore  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  invite  your  consideration  of  a  measure  for 
securing  to  the  island  the  services  or  the  poUce  beyond  the  period  contemplated  by  the  pre- 
sent law,  and  I  shall  be  much  gratified  if  the  result  of  your  deliberations  enables  me  to  assent 
to  a  Bill  for  that  desirable  purpose. 

You  are  already  in  possession  of  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

I  cannot  too  strongly  impress  upon  you  the  difficulties  which  I  apprehend  should  I  be 
compelled  to  disband  the  police  force,  and  I  have  no  means  at  my  disposal  of  continuing  the 
present  establishment  without  your  co-operation. 

I  have  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Process  Law,  and  to  submit  to  your  consideration 
the  propriety  of  fixing  a  more  adequate  allowance  for  Crown  witnesses  than  they  at  pre- 
sent receive. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  humble  address  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session  : 

Ordered, — ^iThat  Mr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Leslie,  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Milner 
be  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered, — That  his  Excellency's  speech  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

The  engrossed  address  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  was  read  in  the  following  words  : 

Jamaica  ss. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  Knight  Commander  of  the  most  honourable 
Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian 
Guelphic  Order,  a  Lieutenant-general  in  Her  Majesty's  Land  Forces,  and  Colonel 
of  Her  Majesty's  40th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Captain-general  and  Govemor-in-chief 
and  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  and  over  this  Her  Majesty's  Island  of  Jamaica, 
and  the  Territories  thereon  depending  in  America,  Chancellor,  Ordinary  and 
Vice-admiyal  of  thfe  same. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Assembly. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
We,  tier  Majesty^s  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  thank  your  Excel- 
lency for  your  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

•We  readily  believe  that  nottiing  but  a  sense  of  paramount  necessity  induced  your  Excel- 
lency to  resort  to  the  late  prorogation. 

We 
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We  are  quite  aware  of  the  difficulties  to  be  apprehended  in  the  event  of  the  police  force       JAMAICA* 
bein?  disbanded,  and  the  subject  received  our  serious  deliberation  during  the  last  session.  """"^ 

We,  however,  accede  to  your  Excellency's  invitation  to  reconsider  the  measure,  as  we  are  at 
all  times  desirous  to  meet,  as  far  as  we  consistently  can,  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, but  our  more  important  duty  is  to  pass  such  measures  only  as  we  consider  beneficial  to 
the  interests  of  the  colony. 

The  Process  Law  shall  also  have  our  attention. 

Resolved, — That  the  said  address  do  pass. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  whole  House  went  up,  and,  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker 
reported  that  the  House  had  attended  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  presented  their 
address,  to  which  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  return  an  answer,  of  which  Mr.  Speaker 
said  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes,  obtained  a  copy,  and  the  same  being  read  was  ordered  to 
be  entered,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

''  I  thank  you  for  your  assurances  of  attention  to  passing  such  measures  as  you  may  con^ 
sider  beneficial  to  the  colony." 

Mr.  Cox,  according  to  order,  presented  to  the  House  a  Bill  to  organize  a  Police,  which 
was  received  and  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered, — That  the  said  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour. 

And,  being  met, 

The  Bill  to  organize  a  Police  was  read  a  second  time. 

Resolved, — That  the  said  Bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  this  day. 

The  House,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  Bill  to  organize  a  Police. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

Mr.  Uox  took  the  chair  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Cox,  from  the  committee,  reported  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  had 
made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  delivered  in  at  the  table 
with  the  Bill,  where,  being  again  severally  read,  the  same  were  agreed  unto  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  said  report  by  striking  out  the  ninth  clause,  and 
inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  clause  : 

*'  And  whereas,  by  the  thirty-fourth  section  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth,  entitled  '  An  Act  for  consolidating  and  amending  the 
Laws  in  this  Island  relative  to  Larceny,  and  other  Offences  connected  therewith/  it  was 
enacted,  that  if  any  sugar  already  manufactured,  or  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  or  any 
cofiee  or  pimento,  ginger  or  other  valuable  produce  of  the  island  commonly  used  for  exporta^ 
tioti,  being  of  the  value  of  one  shilling  and  eight-pence  at  the  least,  shall,  by  virtue  of  a 
search-warrant  to  be  granted,  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  person,  or  on  the  premises 
of  any  person  with  his  knowledge,  and  such  person,  being  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
shall  not  satisfy  the  justice  that  he  or  she  came  lawfully  by  the  same,  such  person  shall  on 
conviction  by  the  justice  forfeit  and  pay,  over  and  above  the  value  of  the  article  or  articles 
so  found,  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds ;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  all  the  powers 
hereinbefore  mentioned  to  be  exercised  by  virtue  of  a  search-warrant  shall  be  lawfully  exercised 
by  any  person  of  the  police  aforesaid  on  all  persons  whomsoever  who  shall  be  apprehended 
on  the  public  roads,  or  in  any  other  public  place,  with  any  sugar,  coffee,  pimento,  ginger  or 
other  valuable  produce  of  the  island  commonly  used  for  exportation,  without  any  search-war- 
rant whatsoever  previously  obtained,  and  on  such  person  or  persons  not  being  able  to  show 
that  he  or  she  or  they  came  honestly  possessed  of  such  property ;  and  on  such  person  or 
persons  being  so  apprehended  as  aforesaid,  and  being  taken  before  the  nearest  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  not  bein^  able  to  satisfy  such  justice  of  the  peace  aforesaid  that  he  or  she  or 
they  came  lawfully  by  the  same,  such  person  or  persons  shall  on  conviction  forfeit  and  pay, 
over  and  above  the  value  of  the  article  or  articles  so  found,  any  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding 
ten  pounds,  as  aforesaid,  or  in  default  of  the  payment  of  such  fine  or  fines  be  adjudged 
to  be  and  stand  committed  to  the  house  of  correction,  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  the  space  of  thirty  days." 

A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  being  put  on  the  said  amendment, 

TTie  House  divided :  the  ayes  went  forth  : 

Ayes,  8  : — Mr.  Fairweather,  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr. 
Hill,  Mr.  Bravo  and  Mr.  Cox. 

Noes,  14 : — Mr.  Beiry,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  J.  Allwood,  Mr.  Leslie,  Mr.  Panton,  Mr.  Whit- 
taker,  Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Sanguinetti,  Mr.  R»  Allwood,  Mr.  March,  Mr. 
Bamett,  Mr.Townshend  and  Mr.  H.  Brown. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered, — ^That  the  said  Bill,  with  the  amendments,  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
this  day,  and  that  the  title  be  "  An  Act  to  organize  a  Police." 
The  engrossed  Bill  to  organize  a  Police  was  read  a  third  time. 
'  A  motion  being  made  that  the  said  Bill  do  pass, 
A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  b«»in^put, 
It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  said  Bill  was  passed  accordingly. 

154.  C  4  Ordered, 
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JAMAICA^  Ordered,— That  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Panton  and  Mr.  Guy  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  above 

engrossed  Bill  to  the  council,  and  desire  their  concurrence  thereto,  who,  returmng,  reported 
the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House  that  he  had  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  l^ave  to 
adjourn  the  House  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

18  December  1837. 
A  message  from  their  honors  the  council,  by  the  clerk  of  the  council,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  council  io  acquaint  the  House  that  they  agree  to  the  Bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  organize  a  Police,"  with  the  following  amendments  : 

In  the  second  line  from  the  top  of  the  fourth  sheet,  dele  the  words  "to  the  said  justice, 
by  evidence  on  oath." 

In  the  eighth  line  from  the  top  of  the  same  sheet,  dele  all  the  words  in  that  line  and  all  the 
words  in  the  succeeding  lines,  to  the  words  "  be  carried"  exclusive  in  the  twelfth  line  from 
the  top  of  the  same  sheet,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  such  oflfender  shall." 

Resolved, — ^That  the  House  do  agree  to  the  first  amendment  proposed  by  their  honors 
in  their  said  message  to  the  Bill  therein  mentioned. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  second  amendment  proposed  by  their 
honors  in  their  said  message. 

A  debate  thereon  arising,  and  the  question  being  put, 

The  House  divided :  the  ayes  went  forth  :  . 

Ayes,  3': — Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Anderson. 

Noes,  19: — Mr.  Whittaker,  Mr.  Grosett,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Bamett.  Mr.  Hyslop, 
Mr.  Sanguinetti,  Mr.  R.  All  wood,  Mr.  Dallas,  Mr.  J.  Allwood,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  CoUman, 
Mr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Panton,  Mr.  Milner,  Mr.  Berry,  Mr.  Tovmshend,  Mr.  Guy,  Mr.  March 
and  Mr.  H.  Brown. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved, — That  the  House  do  disagree  to  the  second  amendment  proposed  by  their 
honors  in  their  said  message,  and  that  they  do  adhere  to  their  said  Bill. 
'    Ordered, —That  the  following  message  be  sent  to  their  honors  the  council : 
May  it  please  your  honors. 

We  are  ordered  by  the  House  to  acquaint  you,  that  they  agree  to  the  first  amendment 
proposed  by  your  honors  in  your  message  of  to-day  to  the  Bill,  entitled  '  An  Act  to  organize 
a  rolice,"  and  have  amended  their  Bill  accordingly ;  but  that  they  disagree  to  the  second 
amendment  proposed  by  your  honors  in  the  said  message,  and  do  adhere  to  their  said  Bill 
in  this  respect.  ^ 

Ordered, — ^That  Mr.  Milner  and  Mr.  Farquharson  be  a  committee  to  carry  the  above 
message,  with  the  amended  Bill,  to  the  council,  who,  returning,  reported  the  delivery 
thereof. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  whole  House  went  up,  when  his  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  give  his  assent  to  the  two  following  Bills : 

"  An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  Period,  an  Act,  entitled  '  An  Act  for  the  further 
Regulation  of  the  Service  and  Execution  of  Process,  and  the  Returns  thereof,  and  rendering 
the  Duty  of  Jurors  more  equal ;  for  empowering  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  to  grant 
Special  Juries;  for  granting  a  daily  Subsistence  to  Crown  Witnesses  confined  in  Gaol  for  want 
of  Security,  and  for  other  purposes  ;'  and  to  amend  the  22d  Clause  of  the  said  Act,  and  to 
legalize  the  Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown." 

"  An  Act  to  organize  a  Police." 

(No.  3.) 
In  Privy  Council,  the  18th  December  1837. 
Present: 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  Honourable  Dowell  O'Reilly, 

Honourable  the  Chief  Justice,  „  John  Salmon, 

„  William  Rowe,  „  W.  D.  Turner. 

„  James  Gayleard, 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  requested  the  Board  would  advise  him  how  to  act  with 
re^rd  to  the  Police  Bill. 

The  Board  having  taken  his  Excellency's  communication  into  their  consideration,  and  being 
of  opinion  that,  although  the  House  had  not  adopted  the  whole  of  the  amendments  sent  down 
from  the  Council,  they  had  removed  much  of  the  objectionable  part  of  the  clause,  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  approaching  holidays,  and  the  consequences  which  might  possibly 
result  firom  disbanding  the  police,  they  advised  his  Excellency  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Attorney-general  was  of  opinion  that  the  objectionable  part  of  the  Bill  was  not 
removed,  and  he  was  against  the  Bill  bein^  passed ;  at  the  same  time  he  considered  that  his 
Excellency  would  assume  a  great  responsibility,  as  the  majority  of  the  council  were  of 
opinion  that  his  Excellency  should  pass  the  BiU,  if  he  did  not  do  so ;  and  he  therefore 
advised  his  Excellency  to  be  governed  by  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Board. 

W.  Y.  Stewart,  Clerk  to  tlie  CounciU 
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-No.  8.— 
(No.  219.) 
Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glen^lg.  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downingstreet,  13  February  1838.  N^  8. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  dated  the  20th  December  1837,  No.  233, 
endosing  a  copy  of  the  Jamaica  PoUce  Bill,  and  explaining  the  circmnstances  .     .  . 

mider  which  you  were  reluctantly  induced  to  give  your  assent  to  that  measure,  in 
order  to  avoid  inconveniences  of  a  still  more  serious  nature. 

Although  the  shortness  of  the  time  which  intervenes  between  my  receipt  of  that  , 

despatch  and  the  departure  of  the  ensuing  West  India  packet  prevents  my  com- 
municating to  you  by  that  opportunity  Her  Majesty's  decision  on  this  Act,  yet 
J  cannot  delay  to  express  my  opinion,  that  the  course  which  you  pursued  on  this 
occasion  under  the  diflSculties  with  which  the  question  was  surrounded  entitles 
you  to  the  approbation  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  While  thus  exonerating 
you  from  all  responsibiUty  for  having  acted  in  opposition  to  the  letter  of  my 
instructions  on  the  subject,  I  must  guard  myself  against  being  supposed  to  inti- 
mate any  opinion  as  to  the  course  which  it  will  be  proper  to  take  in  reference  to 
the  Act  itself,  or  an  acquiescence  in  such  provisions  of  that  Act  as  are  opposed  to 
the  principle  on  which  I  had  felt  it  my  duty  to  insist. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Glenelg. 


--No.  9.— 
(No.  234.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  March  1838.  ^^'  ^* 

With  reference  to  my  despatch,  No.  219,  of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  have  now  to 
inform  you  that,  notwithstanding  the  modification  ultimately  adopted  in  the 
Police  Act  recently  passed  in  Jamaica,  that  Act  still  appears  to  me  open  to  such 
serious  objections  as  to  impose  on  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  obligation  of 
adopting  some  eflfectual  means  for  preventing  the  evils  which  might  result  from 
its  provisions  remaining  in  force  without  any  alteration.  It  is  therefore  intended 
in  the  Bill  about  to  be  proposed  to  Parliament  for  amending  the  Slavery  Aboli- 
tion  Act,  to  provide  for  this  object 

T  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 
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4. 
CLASSIFICATION    ACT. 


—  No.  10.— 
(No.  76.) 
No.  10.         Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

The  King's  House,  Jamaica, 
^^i,tary  My  Lord,  13  March  1837. 

yiae^^^^^^tifig  Having  laid  before  the  Legislature  a  copy  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  to  the 

Pav^^wxiott  ®^  Marquis  of  Sligo,  of  the  22d  January  1836,  relative  to  a  classification  by  legal 
S%ers»  ^^^^  Al-  ^^^ctment  of  the  apprenticed  population,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  acquainting 
p^  sii^J^^^"'^  y^^^  Lordship  that  an  Act  has  been  passed  which  will,  I  think,  eflfectually  accom- 
^-"^^^^  .^  pl^sh  the  object  in  view. 
Y'ttU  ^^^  '  I  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a  printed  copy  of  the  law  in  question. 
JiE:-^:-'"'^  'j^g  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 'to  bring  in  the  Bill  communicated 
with  me  freely  with  respect  to  its  details;  and,  at  my  suggestion,  one  or  two 
clauses  were  struck  out  which  appeared  to  me  to  militate  against  the  provisions 
of  the  Imperial  Abolition  Act. 

The  sixth  clause  has  reference  to  certain  classifications  which  were  made  by 
the  special  magistrates  under  the  Marquis  of  Sligo's  directions ;  but  as  no  law 
existed  to  compel  the  parties  concerned  to  co-operate  with  the  magistrates,  the 
measiu'e  was  of  course  but  very  partially  efiected. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


—  No.  11— 
(No.  88.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith j  k.c.b. 

^o-  11-  Sir,  Downing-street,  1  May  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  13tb 
March,  transmitting  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Jamaica  for  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  apprenticed  labourers. 

It^as  been  very  gratifying  to  me  to  learn  by  this  despatch  the  successful  result 
of  my  recommendations,  and  of  your  efforts  to  introduce  a  classification,  which 
will  effectually  obviate  the  conftision  and  the  discontent  which  might  otherwise 
have  prevailed  at  the  expiration  of  15  months  from  the  present  time. 

In  this  result  I  gladly  acknowledge  one  of  the  beneficial  consequences  which 
have  followed  from  the  friendly  understanding  which  has  prevailed  between 
yourself  and  the  House  of  Assembly. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 

—  No.  12.— 
(No.  134.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith^K.c.h., 
dated  Downing-street,  2  September  1837. 

No.  12.  In  my  despatch  of  the  1st  May  (No.  88),  I  noticed  with  approbation  the  Act 

(No.  3242)  for  the  classification  of  apprenticed  laboiu'ers ;  referring  on  that  occa- 
sion rather  to  the  general  epitome  of  the  law  which  your  despatch  contained  than 
to  the  details  of  the  Act  itself,  I  now  apprehend  that  I  may  have  conveyed  to  you 
a  more  favourable  impression  of  my  view  of  the  subject  than  it  is  in  my  power  to 
give,  after  an  attentive  study  of  the  transcript  which  is  now  before  mc 

It  has  been  objected  that  this  Act  does  not  impose  on  the  magistrates  the  duty 
of  issuing  a  special  citation  to  every  apprentice,  and  of  explaining  to  him  his 
rights,  and  the  consequences  of  asserting  or  ne^ecting  them.  I  do  not  subscribe 
to  this  objection,  because  I  think  that  it  is  not  within  the  proper  object  of  a  legis- 
lative Act  to  inculcate  the  performance  of  duties  thus  general  and  indefinite.     On 

the 
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the  other  hand,  you  will  of  course  have  impressed  on  the  magistrates  the  necessity       JAMAICA. 

of  these  full  conununications  with  the  apprentices,  and  will  have  ascertained  that  * 

your  injunctions  hav?  been  obeyed. 

Secondly.  It  is  objected  that  the  special  justice  ifi  authorized  by  this  Act  to 
decide  against  the  apprentice  without  his  consent,  although  he  cannot  decide 
against  the  employer  except  with  his  consent.  I  think  this  remark  well  foimded. 
It  may  indeed  be  answered  that  the  apprentice  bears  the  relation  of  a  client 
to  the  justice,  and  that  confidence  may  be  given  to  his  decisions  when  against  his 
client,  which  it  would  be  imreasonable  to  give  when  they  were  in  his  favomr.  This, 
however,  is  to  assimie  an  habitual  partiality  towards  the  apprentices,  the  existence 
of  which  could  be  supposed  only  by  imputing  to  the  magistrates  an  habitual  dis- 
regard of  their  oaths. 

Thirdly.  It  is  said  that  this  Act  requires  the  apprentice  to  sustain  the  burden  pf 
proof  which  it  is  declared  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  employer.  Concurring  in  this 
opinion  as  to  the  party  who  should  substantiate  the  tacts  of  the  case,  rdo  not 
adopt  the  construction  which  is  thus  given  to  the  law.  I  cannot  perceive  that  the 
Act  requires,  nor  do  I  think  that  it  was  meant  to  require,  that  the  apprentice 
should  prove  his  right  to  be  excepted  from  the  protracted  servitude,  at  least  xmtil 
his  liability  Xo  it  had  been  first  made  out  by  evidence  adduced  by  the  employer. 

Fourthly.  The  power  of  selecting  an  umpire  is  vested  in  the  employer,  provided 
he  makes  his  choice  from  the  list  of  special  magistrates.  Considering  the  number 
oi  gentlemen  comprised  in  that  list,  and  their  various  opinions,  I  know  not  how 
to  answer  the  remark,  that  this  is  to  give  an  unfair  advantage  to  the  employer.  He 
has  the  choice  of  the  ultimate  judge  within  a  circle  wide  enough  to  secure  to  him 
great  advantage  from  the  possession  of  it.  The  chief  justice  of  the  island  would 
certainly  appear  to  be  the  proper  umpire  on  these  questions. 

Rfthly.  The  ratification  of  all  antecedent  agreements  is  objected  to,  because  it 
might  give  validity  to  some  into  which  the  apprentice  had  entered  in  ignorance  of 
his  rights.  If  the  law  must  be  construed  as  precluding  those  objections  by  which 
the  validity  of  any  contract  ought  to  be  impugned,  then  I  should  regard  this 
remark  as  conclusive.  But  I  conceive  that  the  Act  does  not  require  this  con- 
struction, but  it  is  to  be  understood  as  referring  only  to  contracts  entered  into  in 
good  faith,  and  without  any  unfair  advantage  being  taken  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
weaker  party. 

Sbrthly.  It  is  provided  by  this  Act  that  all  tradesmen  who  are  in  the  occupa- 
tion oi  lands  for  their  support,  and  who  have  had  to  theu:  own  use  for  the  culti- 
vation of  such  lands  the  extra  time  granted  to  prsedial  apprentices  imder  the 
Abolition  Act,  shall  be  classed  as  praedials.  Now  the  fourth  section  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  3  &  4  Will.  IV.  c.  73,  provides  *'  that  no  person  of  theage^of  12 
years  or  upwards  shall,  by  or  by  virtue  of  any  such  Act  of  Assembly  as  is  therein 
mentioned,  be  included  in  either  of  the  said  two  classes  of  praedml  apprenticed 
labourers,  unless  such  person  shall  for  12  calendar  months  at  the  least  before  the 
passing  oif  this  present  Act  have  been  habitually  employed  in  agriculture  or  in  the 
manufacture  of  colonial  produce."  The  criterion  by  which  Parliament  has  thus  de- 
termined who  shall  be  praedials  is  essentially  different  from  that  which  is  given  in 
the  Act  imder  consideration ;  the  two  are  incompatible,  and,  in  this  respect,  re- 
pugnant to  each  other.  The  consequence  appears  inevitable,  that  the  Act  of 
Assembly  must  be  disallowed. 

The  enactment  is  indeed  vindicated  by  a  preamble,  which  states,  that  doubts 
may  arise  firom  the  mixed  natiu'e  of  the  employment  of  these  persons,  and  refers 
to  certain  instructions  issued  by  Lord  Sligo,  under  which  plantation  tradesmen 
were  classed  as  praedials.  Although  I  do  not  perceive  the  alleged  obscurity  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  yet  if  its  meaning  be  really  doubtful,  that  doubt  must  either 
be  solved  by  its  authors,  or  explained  by  the  judges.  A  colonial  legislature  has 
no  power  to  pronounce  an  authoritative  interpretation  of  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
In  reality,  however,  the  Act  of  Assembly  does  not  attempt  to  remove  the  alleged 
ambiguity.  It  does  not  state  the  meaning  of  the  Parliamentary  rule,  but  substi- 
tutes for  it  a  new  and  different  regulation.  With  the  utmost  deference  for  the 
judgment  of  Lord  Sligo,  I  cannot  regard  his  Lordship's  authority  as  adequate  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  cited. 

Yon  will  impress  on  the  Council  and  Assembly  the  indispensable  necessity  for 
the  revision  of  this  Act  in  their  approaching  session.  The  necessity  of  a  law  for 
ascertaining  the  class  to  which  each  labourer  is  to  belong  was  distinctly  asserted 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  is  now  as  distinctly  admitted  by  the  legislature  of 
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JAMAICA.       the  island.     I  should  be  wanting  in  the  frankness  which  I  owe  to  yon  and  to  the 

Council  and  Assembly,  if  I  should  forbear  to  avow  the  determination  of  Her 

Majesty's  Government  not  to  acquiesce  in  any  measure  which  does  not  correspond 
with,  and  give  effect  to,  this  part  of  the  compact  entered  into  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colony. 


-No.  13.— 
(No.  147.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b. 

No.  13.  Sir,  Downing-street,  21  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  an  Order  made  by  The  Queen  in  Council 

on  Wednesday  the  20th  instant,  disallowing  an  Act  passed  by  yourself,  with  the 

advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
No.  3242.        for  the  Classification  of  the  Apprenticed  Labourers  ;'*  together  with  an  extract  of 

the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  upon  which 

the  Order  has  been  founded.  j  ,  « 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


Enclosure  in  No.  13. 


Extract  from  a  Report  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committbb  of  Council  for  Trade,  dated 
the  19th  of  September  1837,  upon  an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Jamaica  in  1837, 
No.  3242. 

End.  in  No.  13.  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  having  taken  the  said  Act  into  consideration,  humbly  take 
leave  to  report  as  their  opinion  to  your  Majesty,  that  this  Act  should  be  disallowed,  because 
the  provisions  of  it,  so  far  as  respects  the  definition  of  prsedial-^pprenticed  labourers,  are 
repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  Act  passed  m  the  third  and  fourth 
year  of  his  late  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth,  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the 
British  Colonies ;  and  because  the  provisions  made  by  this  Act  for  the  classification  of 
preedial  and  non-pnedial  apprenticed  labourers  are  in  many  respects  ill  adapted  to  the 
purpose  in  view. 


No.  14* 


—  No.  14.— 
(No.  12.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH   from    Governor    Sir   lAonel  Smith,    k.c.b.,    to 
Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Spanish  Town,  17  January  1838* 

Referring  your  Lordship  to  that  part  of  your  despatch,  No.  134,  2d  Sep- 
tember 1837,  "which  conveys  your  Lordship's  reasons  for  Her  Majesty's  dissu- 

^  lowance  of  the  Classification  Act,  I  feel  great  embarrassment  what  to  do,  either 
to  get  rid  of  that  Act,  or  remove  its  objectionable  operation.  Your  Lordship 
will  perceive  the  Act  came  into  effect  in  June  last,  and  existed  for  30  days  only, 

^  and  naving  passed  the  Assembly  and  Council,  and  obtained  my  consent,  it 
became  a  law,  and  actually  expired  even  before  your  despatch  was  written,  as 
it  only  had  two  months  existence.  The  law  authorities  here  maintain  it  is  now 
irrevocable,  as  regards  Her  Majesty's  disallowance,  and  it  would  be  perfectly 
useless  for  me  to  appeal  to  the  House  for  a  new  Bill.  Having  long  contemplated 
the  extreme  importance  of  some  law  to  define  the  classes  of  apprenticed  la- 
bourers, and  considering  the  law  established  by  the  imperial  Act  to  be  so 
susceptible  of  proof,  I  did  not  certainly  contemplate  danger  to  the  interests  of 
any  claimants  in  appeal  to  the  local  Act,  and  in  fact  no  difiiculties  have  occurred, 
or  have  I  reason  to  suspect  there  has  been  any  extensive  denial  of  justice 
to  those  who  claim  to  belong  to  the  non-praedial  class. 

To  ascertain  how  far  the  present  law  has  been  acted  upon,  I  have  called  for 
returns  from  the  special  magistrates,  showing  the  number  of  cases  abjudicated, 
which  I  will  transmit  to  your  Lordship  by  the  next  packet. 
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DECISIONS  of  the  Supreme  Court. 


JAMAICA. 


—  No.  15-— 
(No.  103.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Jamaica,  The  King's  House,  6  April  1837.  No.  15. 

I  TAKE  leave  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  a  very  important  difference 
between  the  Royal  Instructions  sent  out  to  me,  and  those  with  which  my  prede- 
cessor was  furnished. 

In  the  proviso  to  the  3dth  clause  of  Lord  Sligo's  Instructions  are  inserted 
these  words,  "  where  the  rights  in  future  may  be  boxmd,  or  the  title  of  any 
person  or  persons  to  freedom  may  be  affected ;"  and  the  clause  goes  on  to  say, 
that  in  all  such  cases  an  appeal  may  be  admitted  to  the  privy  coimdl,  though 
the  amount  appealed  for  be  of  a  less  value  than  500  Z.  sterling.  These  words  are 
entirely  omitt^  in  the  corresponding  clause  of  my  Instructions,  and  I  apprehend 
much  inconvenience  in  the  event  of  tiie  question  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  non- 
registered  slaves  being  tried  in  the  courts,  if  from  this  unfortunate  omission  I 
shall  find  myself  precluded  from  granting  an  appeal  to  the  privy  council. 

It  is  possible  that  this  proviso  has  been  omitted  from  the  consideration  that  it 
could  only  affect  persons  in  the  condition  of  slaves,  but  your  Lordship  will 
immediately  perceive  that  it  is  equally  apphcable  to  apprentices,  who  are  subject  to 
restrictions  upon  their  freedom  until  the  period  of  their  final  emancipation  arrives. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


-No.  16.— 
(No.  104.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  11  June  1837.  No.  i6» 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  of  the  6th  of  April,  No.  103,  referring  to  the 
omission,  in  the  38th  clause  of  your  General  Instructions,  of  the  passage  contained 
in  the  Instructions  addressed  by  his  Majesty  to  the  Marquis  of  Sligo. 

Y<wi  rightly  conclude  that  this  alteration  was  made  in  consequence  of  the 
opinion  which  I  entertained,  that  after  the  abolition  of  slavery  there  could  not  arise 
in  Janaaicaany  ''  suit  or  action  in  which  the  title  of  any  person  or  persons  to 
freedom  could  be  afiected.''  It  was  for  that  reason  that  I  advised  the  King  to 
exclude  from  your  Instructions  the  passage  by  which,  in  former  times,  a  right  of 
appeal  had  been  given  from  the  judgments  of  the  inferior  tribunals  in  cases  of  that 
nature. 

You,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  right  of  unregistered  slaveis  to 
the  unqualified  enjoyment  of  freedom  should  be  brought  to  adjudication  in 
the  courts  of  Jamaica,  much  inconvenience  would  arise  from  the  omission  of  these 
words,  which,  if  retained,  would,  as  you  conceive,  have  authorized  you  to  grant 
an  appeal  to  the  King  in  Council  in  any  such  case.  To  obviate  this  diffi- 
culty, I  propose  to  transmit  to  you  an  additional  Instruction,  under  the  Royal 
Sign  Manual,  authorizing  you  to  admit  appeals  in  any  case  in  which  the  liability 
of  any  person  to  serve  as  an  apprenticed  labourer,  under  the  laws  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  may  be  brought  into  question.  The  propriety  of  giving  this  special 
power  was  certainly  not  foreseen  when  your  Instructions  were  prepared,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  you  for  pointing  it  out.  I  still,  however,  think,  that  if  the  omitted 
words  had  been  retained,  they  would  not  have  reached  this  case,  and  would  not 
have  been  consonant  with  the  new  state  of  law  prevailing  in  the  colonies.  All 
doubt  on  this  subject  will  now  be  removed  by  the  terms  of  the  additional 

Instruction.  j  ^^  «  ^ 

1  am,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 
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JAMAICA.  _No.  17.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k,  c.  b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  August  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch,  No.  104,  of  the  11th  of  Jime,  I  have  now  the 
honour  to  transmit  to  you  an  additional  Instruction,  under  the  Royal  Sign  Manual, 
authorizing  you  to  admit  appeals  to  The  Queen  in  Council,  from  judgments  of  the 
tribunals  in  Jamaica>  in  cases  in  which  the  liabihty  of  any  person  to  serve  as  an 
apprenticed  labourer  xmder  the  law  for  the  abohtion  of  slavery  may  be  brought 
in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 


Enclosure  in  No.  17. 
Victoria  R. 
End.  in  No.  17.  ADDITIONAL  INSTRUCTIONS  to  Our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Lionel  Smith, 
Knidht  Commander  of  the  most  honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Major-general  of 
Our  Forces,  Our  Captain-general  and  Governor-in-cnief  in  and  overOur  Island,  of  Jamaica 
and  the  Territories  depending  thereon,  or  in  his  absence  to  Our  Lieutenant-governor,  or 
the  Officer  administering  the  Government  of  Our  said  Island  and  its  Dependencies  for 
the  time  being.  Given  at  Buckingham  Palace,  this  Idtb  day  of  August  1837,  in  the 
first  year  of  Our  reign. 

Whereas  his  late  Majesty  King  William  the  Fourth  did  by  certain  Letters  Patent, 
bearing  date  at  Westminster,  the  29th  day  of  Octol^r  1836,  in  the  seventh  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reign,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Captain-general  and  Governor-in-chief 
in  and  over  the  Island  of  Jamaica  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon ;  and  did  in  anil 
by  the  said  Letters  Patent  require  and  command  you  to  do  and  execute  all  things  in  due 
manner  that  should  belong  to  your  said  command,  and  the  trust  thereby  reposed  in  you, 
according  to  the  several  powers  and  authorities  granted  or  appointed  you  by  the  said  Letters 
Patent^  and  the  Instructions  ander  the  Royal  oign  Manual  and  Signet  therewith  given  to 
you,  or  according  to  such  further  powers,  directions  and  authorities  as  should  at  any  time 
thereafter  be  granted  or  appointed  you  under  the  Royal  Sign  Manual  and  Signet,  or  by 
order  in  his  said  late  Majesty's  Privy  Council,  or  by  his  said  late  Majesty  through  one  of  his 
•     Principal  Secretaries  of  State*: 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  Us,  that  it  would  be  expedient  that  order  should 
be  made  for  the  admission  of  appeals  unto  Us,  in  Our  Privy  Council,  from  the  judgments, 
decrees  or  sentences  of  any  of  Our  courts  of  law  or  equity  in  Our  said  Island  and  Terri- 
tories, in  cases  where  the  liability  of  any  person  to  serve  as  an  apprenticed  labourer  under 
ihe  Law  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  may  be  brought  into  question :  It  is  therefore  Our 
will  and  pleasure,  and  you  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  admit  appeals  unto  Us, 
in  Our  Privy  Council,  from  any  of  the  judgments,  decrees  or  sentences  of  any  of  the  superior 
courts  of  law  or  of  equity  in  the  said  island  and  Territories,  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
liabilities  of  any  person  to  serve  as  an  apprenticed  labourer,  under  the  Law  for  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery,  may  be  brought  into  question;  subject  to  all  such  rules  and  regulations  for 
bringing  and  prosecuting  such  appeals  as  are  in  force  in  reference  to  appeals  from  the 
judgments,  decrees  or  sentences  or  the  said  courts  in  other  cases. 


—  No.  18.~ 

(No.  145.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg* 

No.  18.  My  Lord,  King's  House,  25  July  1837. 

The  quarterly  reports  of  all  the  special  magistrates  terminating  on  the  30th  ult. 

will,  I  hope,  be  ready  for  the  next  packet,  but  their  collection  is  a  work  of  un* 

certainty. 

,  I  deem  the  enclosed  report  from  Mr.  Hill,  a  gentleman  in  whose  legal  know- 

^epo^^'^^^7.      ledge  I  have  considerable  confidence,  so  important  as  requiring  to  be  brought  under 

\^J^ your  Lordship's  special  notice,  arising  out  of  certain  decisions  in  the  June  grand 

court,  and  affecting  the  Abohtion  Law. 

I  have,  of  course,  called  upon  the  Attorney-general  for  his  report  on  all  the 
cases  referred  to  by  Mr.  Hill,  but  if  your  Lordship  does  not  receive  it  in  time  pro- 
portioned to  the  emergency,  I  hope  I  may  be  held  harmless. 

Ia  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  court  upon  the  non-registry  question, 
I  have  had  applications  to  apprehend  and  restore  to  their  former  owners  apprentices 

who 
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who  have  heen  virtually  jfree  since  the  Abolition  Law.     This  I  have,  of  course,       JAMAICA, 

refused,  intimating  the  decision  here  would  be  appealed  against  to  the  King  in  

Council. 

Unfortunately  the  sum  set  up  of  individual  value  in  the  cause  of  Bayley  t;* 
Ewart  does  not  amount  to  that,  authorizing  an  appeal  to  a  court  of  error.  I  have, 
therefore,  intimated  to  the  defendants  in  the  cause,  that  I  would  send  the- appeal 
home  direct  to  your  Lordship,  or  that  they  might  do  so  themselves. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  in  No.  18. 

Mr.  Hilfs  Report  on  certain  Cases  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

Special  Justice  Department,  Spanish  Town, 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  12  July  1837,  End,  in  No.  i8» 

Thb  decision  of  controverted  points  in  the  Abolition  Law  which  took  place  in  the  last 
sittings  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  claim  some  notice  in  this  quarter's  report. 

The  questions  m  dispute  embraced  the  liability  of  slaves,  not  duljr  registerea,  to  serve  as 
apprentices;  the  authority  of  the  special  magistracy  to  hear,  inquire  into  and  determine 
grievances,  whereon  they  might  consider  it  necessary  to  do  so,  either  on  or  off  the  plantations 
within  their  respective  districts ;  the  obligation  of  the  master  to  provide  medical  assistance 
for  the  «ick  apprentice  in  his  service ;  and  the  legality  of  regulations  in  prisons  and  houses  of 
correction  by  the  general  justices  of  the  peace,  which  inflict  greater  punishment  than  is 
Gontemplated  in  the  sentence  of  the  special  magistrate. 

The  decisions  pronounced  by  the  supreme  court,  and  the  interpretation  given  to  the  law, 
in  the  progress  of  arguing  the  various  matters  disputed,  will  be  found  in  the  following 
memoranda, 

June  Grand  Court,  1837. 

The  chief  justice  decided  in  Bayley  v.  Ewart,  that  non-registered  slaves  in  1882  are  not. 
exempt  from  service  as  apprentices ;  one  registration  of  the  parties  as  slaves,  at  any  time, 
being  to  be  considered  the  duly  registering  such  slaves  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Abolition 
Law. 

The  court  ruled  in  the  action,  Mason  r.  Oldrey,  that  a  justice  appointed  to  a  district  only 
had  iurisdiction  off  plantations  for  estates  not  entitled  to  statutory  visits,  on  account  of  the 
number  of  labourers  being  under  40.  In  all  questions  and  tfaines  relating  to  plantations 
having  40  labourers  and  upwards,  his  authority  was  to  be  held  to  be  restricted  to  the  plan-* 
tation  itself^  he  being  bound  to  hold  statutory  courts  there  every  two  weeks. 

The  court  ruled  in  Mason  v.  Oldrey,  that  a  special  justice  could  not  summon  witnesses 
before  him,  on  a  visit  to  a  plantation,  on  any  but  alleged  complaints  and  grievances  on  which 
an  adjudication  was  to  take  place. 

The  court  ruled  in  Harris  v.  Lowndes,  for  obstructing  the  special  justice,  that  the  magis- 
trate appointed  to  administer  the  Abolition  Law  has  no  ri^ht  to  consider  that  restraint  an 
obstruction  which  goes  only  to  prohibit  his  going  to  the  field  where  the  people  are  working, 
since,  on  complaints  preferred  before  him,  the  parties  are  to  be  summonea,  and,  if  necessary^ 
forcibly  compelled  to  give  evidence  by  being  brought  up  in  custody. 

The  chief  justice  ruled  in  the  criminal  information  against  Hendricks,  that  the  ms^strates 
empowered  to  visit  gaols  and  houses  of  correction  had  authority  to  fix  rules  and  regulations 
to  be  observed  with  regard  to  prisoners,  without  even  the  supervision  of  the  Governor ;  and 
that  cutting  the  hair  off  the  bead,  under  commiiment  by  a  special  justice,  was  not  an 
assault,  though  there  was  a  special  exemption  in  the  warrant  against  any  such  infliction. 

It  vras  argued  by  the  counsel  in  defence,  in  Rex  r.  Mason,  for  neglecting  a  sick  apprentice, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  court,  that  the  special  justice  had  no  authority  to  treat  as  a  case  of 
neglect  the  non -provision  of  medical  attendance  for  the  sick  on  an  estate.  It  was  sufficient 
that  the  proprietor  conformed  to  the  law  which  regulated  plantations  in  a  state  of  slavery; 
the  16th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act  required  nothing  more  than  that  degree  of  care  and 
attention  which  then  existed.  The  consolidated  Slave  Law  did  not  fix  medical  attendance  as 
a  le^l  obligation,  and  it  does  not  exist  as  a  legal  obligation  now,  though  it  was  the  usage 
of  tne  colony  in  times  of  slavery. 


On  these  decisions  and  interpretations  of  the  law,  I  have  ventured  to  make  the  following 
remarks. 

No  inference  favourable  to  claimants  of  non-registered  slaves  can  be  drawn  from  the  fact, 
diat  they  were  admitted  to  receive  compensation.  The  British  nation  submitted  to  a  sacrifice 
to  abolish  slavery,  and  making  generosity  as  well  as  justice  a  character  of  the  measure,  the 
commissioners  for  apportioning  the  money  were  left  to  the  rules  of  equity  as  well  as  law  in' 
distributing  it;  but  liberality  in  dealing  with  the  master  was  no  reason  for  prodigality  with 
the  rights  of  the  servant.  A  price  was  paid  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  that  those  who  had 
been  wronged  might  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  every  right  which  they  were  entitled 
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J  A  SI  A IC  A.       ^^  claim  by  thaextiacUon  of  the  system.    The  master  who  had  conformed  in  all  things  to 
-«i-i*  the  laWy  who  had  kept  his  interest  as  a  slave-owner  unimpaired^  was  permitted  to  claim  and 

enforce  for  a  term  oi  years  the  service  of  the  emancipated  bondman  as  an  apprentice ;  but 
it  never  was  contempmted  that  those  who  had  disparaged  their  interests^  by  neglecting  the 
obligations  of  the  law,  should  be  admitted  to  the  same  favours  with  those  who  had  complied 
with  its  demands ;  it  therefore  limited  the  apprenticeship  rights  to  masters  only  who  had 
duly  roistered  their  former  slaves,  in  conformity  vnth  the  laws  then  in  force  in  the 
colonies. 

The  chief  justice's  decision  makes  no  distinction  between  the  person  who  fulfils  the  law 
and  the  individual  who  neglects  it;  and  it  increases  the  numbers  under  partial  bondage,  when 
the  object  of  the  Act  is  to  create  an  accession  to  the  amount  of  persons  totally  free ;  first, 
by  the  expedient  of  releasing  those  who  were  under  six  years  of  age  in  1834 ;  secondly,  by 
exempting  fi-om  service  those  who  had  visited  or  might  visit  the  British  shores,  with  the 
consent  of  their  masters ;  and,  thirdly,  by  discharging  those  who  should  be  prepared  to  pay 
an  equitable  price  for  their  dismissal  from  further  service. 

The  effect  of  this  decision  is  to  call  on  the  special  justice  to  reclaim  into  the  bondage  of 
apprenticeship  persons  who  have  resisted  a  demand  for  their  service  on  account  of  not  being 
duly  registered,  after  having  exercised  during  half  the  term  of  the  apprenticeship  the  rights 
of  freemen.  As,  however,  the  special  justice  will  hesitate  to  enforce  the  obligation  to  serve 
until  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  colony  is  affirmed  by  an  appeal  to  the  King 
in  Council,  the  practical  evil  is  limited  to  the  controversy  in  which  the  two  conflicting 
interests  must  stand  involved,  and  the  restraint  which  must  be  placed  on  the  confidence  of 
the  party  claiming  to  be  free ;  not  so  the  decision  of  the  same  court,  in  which  it  is  declared 
that  die  special  justice  has  no  power  to  hear  and  determine  cases  within  his  district  any 
where  but  on  the  plantation  having  40  apprentices,  for  complaints  which  relate  to  the 
masters  and  apprentices  of  such  plantations.  This  is  a  positive  impediment  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law.  To  restrict  the  magistrate's  inquiries  within  these  bounds  is  to  abridge 
his  power  of  protecting  the  apprentice. 

In  practice,  the  estates'  court  is  nearly  entirely  restricted  to  accusations  in  which  the 
master  is  the  complainant.  The  authority  ^iven  to  the  magistrate  to  hear  cases  where  the 
people  may  be  working  is  denied.  The  obugation  to  inquire  into  any  matters  or  things  that 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  visiting  justice  in  any  other  shape  than  as  a  substantive  com- 
plaint is  repudiated.  Where,  then,  has  the  negro  an  opportunity  of  making  his  wrongs 
known,  or  his  claims  heard  and  respected,  but  before  the  magistrate  in  the  general  courts 
held  on  those  days  which  the  law  has  conceded  to  the  apprentice  as  his  own  ?  The  63d 
clause  of  the  Abolition  Act  assigns  to  the  special  justice  ^'  a  district,  that  promptitude  and 
despatch  in  the  adndnistration  of  justice  may  be  ensured,'^  giving  him  power  '^  to  decide  in 
a  summary  way  all  questions  which  may  be  brought  before  him,  which  are  within  the  juris- 
diction and  authority  committed  to  him ;"  while,  *^  for  the  frequent  and  punctual  visitation 
of  the  apprenticed  labourers  within  this  district,"  he  is,  by  the  d4th  clause,  '^  to  visit  the' 
estates  once  every  14  days,  at  least,  to  hear,  and  determine  the  matters  and  things  declared 
within  his  authonty  and  jurisdiction  by  the  Act." 

There  are  obviously  two  distinct  provisions  in  these  sections  of  the  law, — a  general  juris- 
diction vrithin  a  prescribed  district  for  all  matters  that  are  made  subjects  of  inquiry  and 
adjudioatiffii  wtAm  the  law,  and  a  particular  and  subsidiary  duty  of  visiting  the  estates^ 
that  these  objects  may  the  more  effectually  be  fulfilled.  The  duty  of  visiting  is  only  in  aid 
of  the  general  jurisdiction  within  the  district,  and  is  not,  or  ought  not  to  oe,  intended  to 
extingmsh  the  right  of  inquiry  any  where  but  on  the  plantation  for  matters  which  concern 
the  interests  of  the  servant,  or  which  relate  to  the  duties  of  the  master.  The  Attorney- 
general  very  justly  remarked,  in  reply  to  the  dictum  of  the  court,  that  the  special  justice's 
authority  under  these  clauses  is  analogous  to  that  of  the  general  justice  of  the  peace,  who 
has  a  general  jurisdiction  within  a  particular  parish  or  precinct  for  all  that  concerns  the 
preservation  of  the  peace,  or  the  maintenance  of  public  order ;  while  he  has  a  particulai* 
jurisdiction  in  special  sessions  appointed  to  be  held  at  particular  times  and  places,  for  the 
more  effectual  accomplishment  of  tne  purpose  for  which  his  general  powers  are  assigned  him. 

I  shall  not  question  whether  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  is  right  or  wrong.  My 
object  is  to  pomt  out  that  its  practical  evils  are  ^at,  and  its  operation  prejudicicu  to  the 
interests  of  the  apprentice,  who,  debarred  from  having  his  grievance  inquired  into  in  his  own 
time,  is  not  permitted  by  the  nature  and  obligations  of  h^  service  to  make  them  known  in 
the  tame  of  his  master. 

As  these  interpretations  of  the  law  must  greatly  influence  the  administration  of  justice 
under  the  Abolition  Act,  I  would  remark  in  conclusion,  that  the  attention  of  the  executive 
government  cannot  too  early  be  called  to  their  practical  effects. 

*  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Richard  Hill, 
Special  Justice,  and  Assistant-Secretary 

to  the  Special  Justice  Department. 
Wh&  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b. 
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—  No.  19.—                                                                           JAMAKrA. 
(No.  142.)  

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b* 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  September  1837.  No.  19. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  145,  of  the  25th  July,  transmitting  a  report 
from  Mr.  Hill  with  reference  to  the  recent  decision  by  the  supreme  court  of 
judicature  of  several  controverted  points  in  the  Abolition  Law  of  Jamaica. 

I  shall  wait  with  some  anxiety  the  report  of  the  Attorney-general  on  the  various 
points  referred  to  in  this  document,  which  appear  to  me  of  great  importance ;  and 
in  the  meantime  I  have  to  convey  to  you  my  full  approbation  of  the  course  which 
you  adopted  with  respect  to  the  applications  addressed  to  you,  to  apprehend  and 
to  return  to  their  former  owners  apprentices  who  have  been  virtually  free  on  the 
ground  of  their  omission  from  the  last  registry  of  slaves  prior  to  the  Abolition  Law 
coming  into  operation. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 


—  No.  20.— 

(No.  173.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Ldonel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  8  September  1837.  No.  20. 

A  VERY  important  case  respecting  the  right  of  slaves  not  registered  in  1832  to 
their  discharge  from  apprenticeship  was  argued  in  the  Middlesex  grand  court,    f%^r^ 
held  in  June  last,  and  the  opinion  of  the  court  being  adverse  to  the  claim  advanced,   ^o.  i^^^^b, 
has  brought  many  references  on  me  from  the  special  justices  and  others.     '  -^^^ui^  [  ^ 

My  instructions  on  aU  such  references  have  been  not  to  consider  such  persons     ^"^"^^---22:.^^ 
as  apprentices,  and  to  refuse  adjudicating ;  which  was  also  the  instruction  of  my 
predecessor.  Lord  Sligo. 

But  the  question  being  one  of  some  interest,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  put  your 
Lordship  in  possession  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  at  length,  and  which  you  will 
accordii^ly  find  detailed  in  the  enclosed  newspaper  (Postscript  to  the  St.  Jago 
Gazette,  from  the  3d  to  10th  Jime),  and  which  report  is  acknowledged  in  the  notes        5. 
enclosed  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  opinions  deUvered  in  court.  ^^-  ^ot^^^ 

I  have,  &c.  ^':  a  J/^^^ 


io 


(signed)  Liond  Smith.      ^*^^^^^--di!^ 


Enclosure  1 ,  in  No.  20. 
Postscript  to  the  St.  Jago  Gazette. 

Grand  Court,  Tuesday,  6  June  IS 37. 

Court — Seven  Judges — their  Honors  the  Chief,  R.  Barrett,  T.  J.  Bernard,  R.  Allwood,  End.  1,  in  No.  20. 
H.  Mitchel,  J.  Mais  and  J.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Justice  Bernard  delivered  his  judgment  in  the  case  of  Bayley  v.  Ewart,  in  which  he 
differed  from  the  majority  of  the  court,  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Justice  Bernard. — The  plaintiff  in  this  case  seeks  to  recover  his  inlmediate  discharge 
from  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  apprenticeship,  created  by  the  Acts  for  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  and  the  fact  upon  which  he  rests  his  claim  is,  that  although  returned  by  his  former 
owner,  and  included  among  his  slaves,  as  required  by  the  67th  Geo.  3,  c.  15,  commonly 
called  the  Registry  Act,  for  the  years  1817,  1820,  1823,  1826  and  1829,  yet,  inasmuch  as 
he  was  not  included  in  any  return  for  1832,  he  has  not  been  duly  registered  in  conformity 
with  the  laws  in  force  in  this  island,  that  he  therefore  did  not  pass  into  apprenticeship,  under 
the  first  clause  of  the  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  73,  and  did  not  incur  the  obligation  imposed  by  that 
Act,  and  that  of  consequence,  under  the  12th  clause,  he  becomes  absolutely  free. 

The  points  therefore  to  be  decided  are,  first,  does  the  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  73,  manumize  at 
once  and  unconditionally  persons  not  duly  registered  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the 
several  colonies ;  and  secondly,  if  it  does  so,  what  constitutes  a  due  registration  under  the 
Island  Act,  57  Geo.  3,  c.  15?  As  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  first  point,  namely, 
that  persons  not  duly  Registered  as  slaves  in  conformity  with  the  Acts  in  force  in  the  respec- 
tive colonies  become  at  once  fi-ee  and  absolutely  manumitted,  I  will  proceed  to  state  my 
reasons  for  differmg  from  the  majority  of  the  court,  in  thinking,  as  I  do,  that  the  plaintiff  has 
not  been  duly  registered  in  conformity  with  the  57  Geo.  3^  c.  15,  and  that  therefore  he  is 
entitled  to  a  verdict  in  the  case. 
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JAMAICA.  ^^^  counsel  for  the  defendant  meuticmed  the  case  of  the  slaves  at  Mauritius.    That  ease 

'       *  does  not  at  all  bear  upon  the  present    There  were  two  points  raised  with  regard  to  the 

Mauritius,  and,  in  order  to  make  them  understood,  it  is  necessary  to  show  the  diffecenee 
between  the  law  at  Mauritius  and  the  law  here.  The  orders  in  council  by  which  that  island 
is  governed  directed,  that  there  should  be  a  registration  every  two  years,  at  such  times  as  the 

f governor  should  by  proclamation  appoint  Their  method  of  registration  was  by  giving  in  a 
ist  of  names,  and  the  register  of  slaves  having  inspected  them  filed  the  regi<5tration.  In 
1832  the  owners  gave  in  the  slaves,  but  Mr.  Mylras,  the  register,  not  beins^  satisfied  with  their 
accuracy,  did  not  register  them ;  of  this  hd^  however,  he  never  acauainted  the  owners,  aad 
it  seems  to  have  been  held  by  their  Lordships  that  the  parties  haa  complied  with  the  ordi- 
nance and  proclamation,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  damnified.  The  other  point  was  as 
to  the  slaves  in  1834.  The  Abolition  Bill  having  passed  in  1833,  the  governor  did  not  issue 
a  proclamation  appointing  a  time  for  registration  in  that  year ;  their  Lordships  could  not 
therefore  declare  th.e  people  free  for  want  of  due  registration,  because  the  governor's  procla- 
mation to  appoint  a  time  was  part  of  the  law  under  which  the  registration  was  to  be  made, 
and  in  want  of  it  no  registration  could  take  place,  so  that  no  decision  to  which  their 
Lordships  came  on  that  question  can  in  my  opinion  prejudice  this,  or  be  considered  in 
» point 

It  is  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  notice  the  title  of  the  Act,  which  is  usually  termed 
the  Registry  Act;  it  is  **  An  Act  for  a  more  particular  Return  of  Slaves  in  this  Island,  and  the 
Enrollment  thereof;"  the  first  clause  directs  that  all  holders  and  possessors  of  slaves  on  the 
28th  June  1817,  shall  on  or  before  the  28th  September  1817,  render  to  the  vestry-clerk  of  the 
parish  where  such  slaves  are  settled,  worked  and  employed,  "  a  true  and  faithful  list  or  return 
m  writing,  or  true  and  perfect  lists  or  returns  in  writing,  of  all  and  every  slave  or  slaves  so 
possessed  by  him,  her  or  them ;"  and  the  clause  proceeds  to  state,  that  the  name  and  other 
particulars  by  which  such  slave  might  be  identified,  should  be  set  forth  in  such  **  list  or 
return,"  according  to  a  form  or  schedule  marked  (A.)  After  proceeding  to  give  further  direc- 
tions and  making  other  enactments  respecting  this  first  return  of  1817,  the  Act  then  goes  on 
to  provide  for  a  triennial  return,  and  accordmgly,  by  the  fourth  clause,  it  is  enacted,  that  all 
persons  in  possession  of  slaves  on  the  28th  June  1820,  and  in  every  third  succeeding  year, 
shall,  on  or  oefore  the  28th  September  then  next  ensuing,  render  to  the  clerk  of  the  vestry 
''a  true  and  perfect  list  or  return  in  writing,  according  to  the  schedule  (B.)  annexed  to  the 
Act;  and  this  section  of  this  Act  proceeds  to  porat  out  that  this  last  "list  or  return  in  writing 
shall,  in  the  first  place,  state  the  total  of  males  and  females  contained  in  the  last  return;"  and 
it  then  proceeds  to  direct  how  the  return  shall  point  out  the  increase  and  decrease  of  the 
slaves  in  the  hands  of  the  person  making  such  return  ;  and  this  section  contains  an  express 
direction  in  these  words,  "And  at  the  foot  of  every  such  return  required  by  this  clause, 
there  shall  be  stated  in  distinct  lines,^  the  total  number  of  slaves  in  possession  on  the 
28th  June,  in  the  year  for  which  such  return  shall  be  made,  also,  in  like  manner,  the  total 
number  of  births  or  deaths  since  the  last  return."  Certain  clauses  then  follow  as  to  the 
proceedings  to  be  resorted  to,  first  for  the  recovery  of  penalties  against  persons  omitting  to 
make  returns  in  conformity  with  the  Act,  and  then  the  manner  in  which  slaves  not  registered 
should  be  proceeded  against ;  but  on  these  points  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  comment  We  are 
not  trying  the  defendant  in  an  action  for  that  penalty,  or  an  information  filed  after  the  reco- 
very of  such  penalty ;  we  are  not  now  seeking  how  the  slave  is  to  be  dealt  with  under  the 
57  Geo.  3,  c.  15,  s.  17,  with  reference  to  the  laws  for  abolishing  the  slave  trade;  but  we 
are  considering  the  right  of  this  supposed  apprentice  to  freedom,  under  the  3  &  4  Will.  4, 
c.  73,  the  law  for  abolishing  slavery  itself.  Having  gone  through  so  much  of  the  Act  as 
upplies  to  this  case,  let  us  now  apply  the  law  to  the  facts.  We  find  that  the  plaintiff  was 
duly  returned  in  1817,  according  to  schedule  (A.),  and  for  several  periods  triennially,  afler 
1829,  according  to  schedule  (B.);  but  in  1832  he  was  not  included  in  any  list  or  return. 
1  think  the  law  as  much  requires  that  he  should  have  been  included  in  the  number  given  in 
1832,  as  in  the  list  of  names  given  in  1817,  and  I  cannot  see  that  it  was  less  necessary  that 
he  should  be  returned  according  to  schedule  (B.)  in  1832,  than  in  1829  or  1820;  if  a  triennial 
return  was  necessaiy  in  1820,  1823,  1826  and  1829,  it  was  also  necessary  in  1832,  and  if  it 
was  not  necessary  in  1832,  then  it  was  not  necessary  in  1820,  and  all  these  enactments  of  the 
57  Geo.  3,  c.  15,  vfhich  directed  triennial  returns  are  surplusage  and  powerless,  and  the  inten- 
tion of  the  legislature  to  prevent  illicit  importations  of  slaves  by  means  of  ascertaining,  after 
the  year  1817,  the  number  of  slaves  at  stated  periods  of  three  years  within  the  island,  and 
in  what  manner  the  persons  holding  had  acquired  them  would  have  become  a  nullity.  But 
I  cannot  so  take  it,  the  words  "  perfect  lists  or  returns"  are  used  both  with  respect  to  sche- 
dule (A.)  and  schedule  (B.)  The  counsel  for  the  defendant  felt  the  force  of  this  when  put  by 
the  plaintiff's  counsel,  and  he  was  about  to  contend  that  schedule  (A.)  was  a  registration,  and 
schedule  (B.)  a  mere  return ;  but  he  could  not  support  that  argument  on  reference  to  the 
Act 

The  law  requires  both  kinds  of  returns  for  the  purpose  of  enrollment  in  the  same  strong, 
operative  language,  in  plain  and  express  words  it  directs  both  the  first  and  subsequent  returns, 
and  fixes  a  penalty  for  omission  in  the  first  return  or  any  subsequent  triennial  return  ;  it  also 
requires,  that  the  number  of  slaves  of  which  the  plaintiff  formed  one,  and  which  had  been 
progressively  brought  forward  from  the  first  triennial  return  in  i820  up  to  1829,  should  have 
Deen  stated  "  in  the  first  place,"  in  a  return  to  be  made  in  1832,  and  his  decrease,  if  by  death 
or  purchase,  accounted  for.  The  defendant  might  have  ascertained  by  a  search  in  the  secre- 
tary's office  if  the  plaintiff  had  been  registered,  and  the  19th  clause  of  57  Geo.  8,  afibrded 
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',  Imn- uieans  when  he  purchased  the  plamtiff  in  1833,  to  apply  to  the  governor  at  any  time        JA^MAICA. 
before  the  31st  August  in  that  year  to  amend  the  defective  return  of  1832.     In  considering  ^___^ 

this  case,  I  have  not  allowed  myself  to  look  at  the  Abolition  Acts  as  laws  in  favour  of  liberty, 
i  while  I  have  viewed  tlie  Registry  Act  as  a  highly  peual  statute,  yet  I  cannot  come  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  I  have  already  stated.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  bein^  on 
the  28th  of  June  1832  in  possession  of  the  same  person  who  registered  him  as  of  the 
28th  of  June  1829,  and  that  person  not  having  included  hun  in  any  list  or  return  as  of  the 
28tb  of  June  1832,  and  he  in  point  of  fact  not  being  included  in  any  list  or  return,  was  not 
duly  registered  in  conformity  with  the  67  Geo.  3,  c.  15,  that  therefore  he  did  not  pass  into 
apprenticeship  under  the  first  clause  of  the  3  &  4  WilL  4,  c.  73,  and  consequently  that,  as  he 
was  not  subject  to  any  of  the  obligations  imposed  by  that  Act,  he  became  under  the 
12th  clause  to  all  intents  and  purposes  free  and  for  ever  maniunitted. 

His  Honor  the  Chief  then  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  majority  of  the  court,  as 
follows : — 

This  is  an  action  Hominc  replegiando,  brought  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  the 
jJaintiff  is  entitled  to  his  uncjualified  freedom,  or  whether  he  is  under  the  obligation  of  serving 
the  defendant  in  the  capacity  of  a  prsedial  apprentice  ;  and,  as  there  was  no  dispute  about 
the  facts,  the  counsel  very  properly  consented  to  the  finding  of  a  special  verdict,  which  is  as 

,  follows  : — "  That  the  plaintiff  was  registered  as  a  slave  in  possession  on  the  28th  June  1817, 
1820,  1823,  1826  and  1829;  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  registered  in  1832,  or  at  any 
time  subsequent  to  1829;  that  he  came  by  sale  into  the  possession  of  defendant  by 
purchase  in  May  1833,  and  that  there  was  no  opportunity  to  make  any  subsequent  regis- 
tration." 

This  state  of  facts  raises  the  question,  whether,  in  the  case  of  this  plaintiff,  there  has  been 
such  m  registration  of  him  as  a  slave  as  will  place  him  within  the  class  of  persons  who,  under 
the  first  section  of  the  Abolition  Act,  become  apprentice  labourers. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  that  the  case  is  without  diflBlculty,  which  it  was  scarcely  within  the 

;    power  of  the  legislature  to  avoid,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Act  was  to  have  operation 

.  within  19  colonies,  in  many,  if  not  all  of  which,  the  laws  relating  to  the  registration  of  slaves 
are  different;  and  therefore  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  discover,  if  we  can,  what  was  the  inten- 

V  tion  of  Parliament,  and  see  whether  that  intention  cannot  be  fully  and  effectually  worked 
out,  €md  the  rights  of  individuals  still  preserved,    ^fhis  intention  is,  in  our  opinion,  clearly 

•    evidenced  by  the  preamble,  and  the  enacting  pai*t  of  the  1st  section,  which  was  not  to  deprive 

:  the  owners  of  slaves  altogether  of.  their  seivices,  but  to  convert  into  apprentices  all  persons 
hpld  in  slavery  above  the  age  of  six  years,  and  who  had  been  duly  registered  as  slaves,  and 
theDefore  all  in  whose  case  these  circumstances  are  not  found  are  absolutely  manumitted. — 
That  the  plaintiff  before  the  passing  of  the  Abohtion  Act  was  holden  in  slavery,  and  above 
tife  age  of  six  years  there  is  no  doubt,  and  therefore  the  main  point  we  have  to  consider  is, 
what  will  satisfy  the  words  "  all  persons  who,  in  conformity  with  the  laws  now  in  force  ifk 

:  '  the  said  colonies  respectively,  shall,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  August  1834,  have  been  duly 
regkst<ered  as  slaves  in  such  colony." 

J  On  this  point  it  was  contendedf,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that,  as  the  Registration  Act 
Boakes  a  triennial  return  of  slaves  necessary,  if  any  one  return  is  wanting  there  is  no  re^is-  .. 
tration ;  and  that,  therefore,  although  the  plaintiff'  was  beyond  all  dispute  legally  held  in 
:  slavery,  but  was  not  returned  by  his  owner  m  1832,  he  is  absolutely  free,  and  the  defendant 
cannot  now  claim  his  services  as  an  apprentice.  If  this  argument  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
be  good,  it  must  go  to  this  extent,  that  any  one  omission  of  a  return  since  1817  would  render 
a  slave  free;  as  for  instance,  none  in  1820,  but  regularly  since  that  year,  including  1832. 
.  I  do  not  recollect  that  the  argument  was  pushed  to  this  extent,  as  the  learned  counsel 
appeared  to  rely  on  the  want  of  a  return  at  the  last  period  preceding  the  Abolition  Act ;  but 
if  the  position  be  correct,  that  to  convert  a  slave  into  an  apprentice  there  must  have  been  an 
exact  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Registration  Act,  viz.  a  triennial  return,  then 
whether  the  omission  be  of  an  intermediate  year  since  1817  or  of  1832,  the  slaves  not  returned 
must  now  be  free :  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  one  will  contend  that  a  slave  registered  with 
all  the  formalities  required  in  1817,  and  returned,  with  the  exception  of  one  mtennediate 
period,  regularly  to  1832  inclusive,  would  not  now  be  an  apprentice;  and,  if  such  an 
omission  would  not  work  his  freedorii,  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
n^lect  to  return  in  1832  only  would  deprive  the  master  of  the  apprenticeship  term  ;  but  for 
the  defendant  it  was  said,  that  duly  registered  as  a  slave  is  to  be  taken  only  as  pHrndfade 
evidence  of  the  servile  condition  of  the  party,  and  that  any  one  registration  by  which  his 
complete  identity  can  be  established  is  suflicient  to  convert  him  into  an  apprentice,  leaving 
him  to  establish  that  he  has  been  illegally  returned  as  a  slave.  To  decide  this  point,  it  is 
necessary  to  consider  the  Registration  Act  of  this  island  (57  Geo.  3,  c.  15),  passed  "  to 
guard  against  any  possible  infnngement  of  the  laws  for  abolishing  the  slave  trade,  and  also 
to  provide  a  more  particular  return  of  the  slaves  in  this  island,"  and  see  whether  the  facta 

.  in  this  case  show  such  a  registration  as  the  3  &  4  Will.  4,  requires.  The  first  section  of  the 
Registration  Act  directs,  that  on  or  before  the  28th  September  then  next  following,  a  return 

.  «hail  be  made  of  all  slaves  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  schedule  (A.,)  which  states 
the  name,  sex,  colour,  age  and  nation,  every  thing  which  is  in  fact  necessary  to  a  complete 
identity  of  each  slave;  and  the  4th  section  requires  a  triennial  return,  but  in  which,  if  there 
has  been  no  increase  by  birth  or  purchase,  or  decrease  by  death  or  sale,  the  total  of  males 
and  females  is  only  stated,  so  that  no  registration,  exceptmg  the  first,  when  there  has  been 
no  change  of  property,  would  give  any  evidence  of  identity.  The  12th  section  imposes 
:       i5-}»  E  2  a  penalty 
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JAMAICA.       a  penalty  on  persons  not  making  the  return,  whether  the  first  or  the  triennial  one,  which, 
•^^  under  the  13tn  section,  is  recoverable  by  action  of  debt,  and,  when  recovered,  the  Attorney- 

general  under  the  14th  section  is  to  file  an  information  ex  officio;  and  the  issue  to  be  tried 
is,  whether  there  has  been  an  illegal  importation  of  Africans  or  slaves,  and  the  person  against 
whom  the  penalty  has  been  recovered  may  take  the  defence  in  his  own  name,  and  plead  not 
guilty,  and  thereunder  prove  that  the  slaves  included  in  the  information  were  not  imported 
contrary  to  the  slave  trade  abolition  laws  ;  and,  by  the  16th  section,  if  the  verdict  shall  be 
found,  and  judgment  given  for  the  defendant,  the  slaves  in  such  information  shall  be  held 
and  enjoyed  in  the  same  estate  as  before  the  trial,  and  the  original  return  shall  be  amended, 
or  a  new  return  made,  under  an  order  of  the  judges  of  the  court  in  which  the  issue  was  tried. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  under  this  Act  a  slave  did  not  become  free  by  reason  of  any 
omission  to  register,  and  equally  clear  that  he  might  be  legally  held  in  slavery,  notwith- 
standing non-registration.     Did  the  3  &  4  Will.  1,  intend  to  place  the  owners  of  slaves 
in,  a  worse  situation  than  they  were  under  the  Registry  Act  of  this  island,  or  did  the  Eman- 
cipation Bill  require  more  than  such  a  registry  as  would  give  prima  facie  evidence  of  servile 
condition,  and  clear  evidence  of  identity?     We  think  it  did  not.    The   1st  section  states 
that  all  persons  duly  registered  as  slaves  {as  slaves  being  important  woids  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  Act)  shall  become  apprenticed  labourers.  Now,  what  is  duly  registered  as  slaves  ? 
We  think  it  means  that  record  of  the  parties'  name,  age,  sex,  colour  and  nation,  which  in  this 
case  was  made  in  1817,  and  not  the  gross  numbers  by  triennial  returns.     In  confirmation 
of  this,   the  12th   section  of  the   3  &  4  Will,  4,  may  be  looked  to,  which  declares  that, 
subject  to  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  Act  upon  apprenticed  labourers,  all  persons  who^ 
on  the  1st  August  1834,  shall  be  holden  in  slavery  within  any  British  colony  shall,  after 
the  1st  August,  become  and  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  free,  and  discharged  of  and  from 
all  manner  of  slavery,  and  shall  be  absolutely  and  for  ever  manumitted,  which,  we  consider, 
clearly  shows  that  all  persons  legally  held  in  slavery,  and  of  whose  servile  condition  there  is 
evidence  in  any  one  registration,  shall  become  apprenticed  labourers.     Whilst  this  construc- 
ticm  of  the  Act  preserves  the  right  which  the  defendant  had  in  the  services  of  the  plaintifi 
before  the  Abolition  Act  for  the  term  of  the  apprenticeship,  which,  we  think,  may  mirly  be 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  compensation,  it  works  no  injustice  to  the  plaintiff,  as  he  was 
a  person  legally  held  in  slavery,  and  had  been  registered  as  a  slave,  with  all  the  particulars 
of  his  name,  age,  sex,  colour  and  nation.    That  the  1st  section  only  requires  such  a  regis- 
tration as  contains  all  the  particulars  just  mentioned,  which  shows  the  servile  condition  of 
the  plaintiff,  is,  in  our  opinion,  further  shown  by  the  fact  that  two  classes  of  individuals,  viz. 
children  under  six  years,  and  slaves  who  have  been  taken  to  England,  are  declared  uncon- 
ditionally free.     If  the  Legislature  had  intended  that  any  one  omission  of  a  triennial  return 
should  work  the  freedom  of  a  slave,  where  there  is  a  full  and  complete  registration  of  him 
on  record,  with  all  those  particulars  which  are  sufficient  to  establish  his  identity,  we  think 
there  would  have  been  a  distinct  enactment  to  that  effect.  None  such,  however,  is  to  be  found. 
The  view  we  have  taken  of  this  case  appears  to  me  to  be,  in  principle,  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Mauritius  case  by  the  privy  council,  and  their  decision  is,  I  think,  conclusive  of  the 
right  of  the  defendant  to  the  apprenticeship  of  the  plaintiff.     The  point  before  the  privy 
council  was,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  facts,  whether  the  omission  of  some 
public  officer  to  register  the  returns  in  the  year  1832,  made  the  slaves  free  under  the  3  &  4 
Will.  4,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  duly  registered  in  conformity  with  the  laws  in 
force  in  that  island.     Now,  if  the  slaves  by  the  operation  of  that  Act  had  an  absolute  right 
to  unqualified  freedom  by  any  omission  to  make  the  return  required  by  the  laws  of  the  island, 
then  no  matter  by  whom  that  omission  were  made,  they  should  have  been  declared  uncon- 
ditionally free,  and  the  owners  who  had  been  damnified  by  the  neglect  of  a  public  officer 
would  have  had  their  remedy  against  him ;  and  as  this  case  is  put  on  the  ground  that  there 
is  a  right  in  all  slaves  to  freedom,  who  have  not  been  returned  at  any  one  period,  and  the  privy 
council  having  by  their  decision  denied  such  right  in  the  Mauritius  case,  and  as  I  am  unable 
to  distinguish  any  substantial  difference  in  principle  between  an  omission  made  by  a  public 
officer  or  the  owner,  we  think,  as  I  before  said,  this  decision  is  conclusive  of  the  defendant*s 
right  to  the  apprenticeship  of  the  plaintiff. — Many  other  points  were  pressed  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  couit  which  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  notice.     We  have  given  this  case  our 
best  attention,  and  shall  feel  much  satisfaction  if  our  judgment  should  undergo  the  revision 
of  a  court  of  error.     We  are  of  opinion  that  the  facts  found  in  this  special  verdict  make  such 
a  registration  as  the  Abolition  Act  required  to  convert  a  slave  into  an  apprentice,  and  there- 
fore the  verdict  must  be  entered  for  the  defendant. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  20. 

End.  2,  in  No.  «o.  Sir,  27  August  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  return  you  the  postscript  of  the  St.  Jago  Gazette  of  the  10th  June 

1837,  and  to  say,  that  the  report  it  contains  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  the  case  of 

Bayley  r.  Ewart  is  correct.  - 

•' .  1  am,  &c. 

Captain  WaiTen.  (signed)        J.  Bowe,  c  j. 
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Enclosure  3,  in  No.  20. 

Sir,  Bernard  Lodge,  18  August  1837.       EncL  3,  in  No.  20. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  enclosing  a 
newspaper  of  the  10th  June,  and  conveying  the  wish  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  I 
should  state  if  it  contained  a  correct  report  of  the  jud^rment  pronounced  by  me  in  the  cause 
of  Bayley  v.  Ewart.  In  reply,  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that  the  report  of  my  opinion  contained 
in  that  paper  is  correct. 

I  have,  &c. 
Captain  Warren.  (signed)         T.  J.  Bernard. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  20. 
Sir,  9  September  1837.       End.  4,  in  No.  20. 

I  HAYS  to  state  for  the  Governor's  information,  that  in  Bayley  v.  Ewart  the  attorney  for 
the  plaintiff  has  sent  the  proceedings  to  the  secretary  for  the  colonies.  I  cannot  coincide 
with  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  court  in  that  case.  The  words  "  in  conformity  with 
the  laws  now  in  force,  &c.  &c.  &c.  shall  on  or  before  the  1st  of  August  1834  have  been  duly 
registered"  refer  to  the  perfection  of  a  matter  existing,  and  not  to  a  matter  past  and  gone ; 
if  the  letter  of  the  Act  is  strictly  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  refer  to  slaves  then  registered 
duly  according  to  the  laws  then  in  force  ;  the  spirit  of  the  Act  must  be  the  same,  for  it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  Legislature  intended  to  give  the  same  benefit  of  apprenticeship 
to  owners,  who,  by  not  duly  registering  their  slaves,  had  incurred  a  forfeiture  of  100  Z.  for  each, 
and  who  had  by  such  neglect  prima  facie  forfeited  them  to  the  Crown,  as  to  those  who  duly 
observed  the  law.  I  need  not  dilate  on  the  arguments  of  the  respective  judges,  as  they  fully 
enter  on  the  question  themselves. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        D.  O'Reilly. 


—  No.  21.— 

(No.  179.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b- 

Sir,  Downing-street,  13  November  1837.  No.  21, 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  8th  of  September, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  judgment  of  the  grand  court  of  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
in  Jamaica,  in  the  case  of  Bayley  v.  Ewart,  in  which  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to 
be  discharged  from  his  apprenticeship,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  registered 
as  a  slave  in  the  year  1832,  was  discussed,  and  the  court  decided  against  that 
claim.  The  judgment  of  the  court  in  this  instance  is  opposed  to  the  opinions  of 
the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  in  this  kingdom  and  in  Jamaica.  It  is  fiirther 
opposed  by,  at  least,  one  of ,  the  judges  of  the  court  by  which  the  sentence  was 
pronounced :  I  must  add  (though  fully  aware  of  the  immateriaUty  of  the  statement 
as  affecting  the  question  of  mere  legal  construction),  that  the  meaning  which  the 
majority  of  the  judges  have  attached  to  the  Act  of  ParUament  was  certainly  not 
the  meaning  which  it  was  the  design  of  Parhament  to  express.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  bring  the  question 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  judicial  committee  of  the  privy  council. 

You  will,  of  course,  have  instructed  the  Attorney-general  to  consider  whether 
it  is  competent  to  the  Court  of  Error,  in  Jamaica,  to  take  cognizance  of  this  case, 
under  the  additional  instruction  transmitted  to  you  in  my  despatch,  No.  129,  of 
the  15th  August. 

If  there  is  no  technical  impediment  to  that  proceeding,  it  will  be  the  Attpmey- 
general's  duty  to  adopt  it,  in  whatever  manner  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  full 
and  impartial  investigation  and  decision  of  the  real  question  in  debate. 

If  it  shall  appear  impracticable  to  sue  out  a  writ  of  error  for  the  reversal  of  this 
judgment,  the  Attorney-general  will  consider  whether,  in  the  same  or  in  some  other 
case,  the  question  cannot  be  revived  so  as  to  overcome  any  difficulties  of  form 
which  may  at  present  obstruct  the  revision  of  it  by  the  superior  tribunals. 

If  it  should  appear  to  him  that  the  technical  difficulties  are  insuperable,  he  will 
report  to  you  fully  what  is  the  posture  of  the  case,  and  what  the  nature  of  the 
obstacles  which  prevent  the  review  of  the  judgment  by  the  Court  of  Error.     It 
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JAMAICA.      will  then  remain  to  be  considered  whether,  in  respect  of  the  importance  and 

general  interest  of  the  matter  in  debate,  the  judicial   committee  of  the  privy 

council  would  not,  on  a  special  appUcation,  deviate  from  their  ordinary  rules,  and 
make  an  order  for  the  achnission  of  the  appeal,  although  the  usual  forms  had  not 
been,  and  could  not  be,  comphed  with.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  occasional 
deviations  of  this  kind  from  the  ordinary  practice  of  that  tribunal  have  been  made. 
But  before  such  an  application  could  be  addressed  to  their  Lordships  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  it  is,  I  beUeve,  indispensable  that  they  should  be  satisfied  that 
reUef  is  not  to  be  obtained  in  the  regular  course  of  proceeding.  Upon  topics  of 
this  kind,  however,  I  necessarily  write  with  doubt  and  self-distrust ;  it  is  sufficient 
for  me  to  state,  in  general,  that  I  shall  rely  upon  the  Attomey-general  of  Jamaica 
for  leaving  unattempted  no  method  by  which  he  may  think  it  possible  to  surmount 
such  technical  difficulties  as  oppose  the  bringing  before  the  supreme  court  of 
appeal  that  im^rtant  point  of  law  upon  which  the  judges  of  Jamaica  are  at 
present  disagreed  amongst  themselves,  and  upon  which  the  majority  of  them  differ 
from  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown,  both  in  this  kingdom  and  in  the  colony.  As 
the  future  course  which  it  will  be  incumbent  in  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
adopt,  with  reference  to  this  question,  may  depend  on  the  practicability  of  prose- 
cuting this  appeal,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  favour  me  with  an  answer  to 
this  despatch  at  your  earUest  convenience. 

I  have,  &C. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 


—  No.  22.— 
(No.  241.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  22.  My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  26  December  1837. 

Referring  to  your  Lordship's  letter.  No.  179,  dated  13th  ult.,  I  now  beg  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  issued  a  writ  for  a  Court  of  Error,  to  try  the  appeal  in  the 
case  of  Bayley  v.  Ewart,  and  that  I  do  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  whatever  to 
its  proceedings.  ^ 

The  court  shall  be  assembled  as  soon  as  possible,  and  no  time  shall  be  lost 
in  laying  the  result  of  the  appeal  before  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Lionel  Smith. 


—  No.  23.— 
(No.  178.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  2$.  My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  14  September  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch,  No.  145,  of  the  25th  last  July,  I  have  now 
the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Lordship's  information  the  accompanying  letter 
from  Mr.  Attomey-general,  on  some  of  the  cases  affecting  apprentices  decided  in 
June  grand  court,  referred  to  in  Mr.  Hill's  report  which  accompanied  that 
despatch. 

I  beg  leave  at  the  same  time  to  transmit  Mr.  Attorney-general's  report,  in 
_No^9_iPi_  answer  to  the  instruction  conveyed  in  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  34,  of  the 
pifc Papers  relative  13th  January  last,  respecting  certain  bills  of  indictment  sent  up  by  three  special 
to  the  Abortion  of  magistrates,  which  were  rejected  by  the  grand  jury  of  Middlesex,  and  to  acquaint 
Slavery*  1  '^*^»^^^  your  Lordship  that,  acting  under  this  opinion,  no  farther  measures  have  been 
Part  4_Lii_:-       taken  against  any  of  the  parties  in  the  cases  referred  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Lionel  Sinith. 
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Enclosure  1,  in  No.  23.  JAMAICA. 

Atpornby-gbneral's  Opinion  referred  to  by  Mr.  HiU,  in  his  Report  on  certain  Decisions 

of  the  Grand  Court. 
Sir,  »  September  1837.       EncL  1,  in  No.  23. 

Ik  the  case  of  Harris  v.  Loivndes,  the  supreme  court  ruled  as  stated  by  Mr.  Special 
Justice  and  Assistant  Secretary  Hill  in  his  report,  also  as  he  states  in  Mason  v.  Oldrey;  simi- 
larly to  such  report  did  the  court  rule  in  the  criminal  information  against  Hendricks,  and  in 
the  case  of  Bayfey  v.  Ewart.  In  the  criminal  information  against  Mason,  though  the  counsel 
argued  as  Mr.  Hill  states,  I  cannot  say  the  court  went  that  length. 

I  am,  8ic. 
G.  R.  Warren,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary.  (signed)        D.  O'Reilly* 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  23. 


Attorn by-oeneral's  Opinion  in  Reply  to  Despatch,  No.  34,  of  13  January  1887. 

Sir,  9  September  1 837-      ^ncl.  a,  in  N  0.  t3- 

In  relation  to  different  bills  of  indictment  preferred  at  the  October  grand  court,  I  beg  to 
state  for  the  Governor's  information,  that,  considering  the  state  of  the  country,  and  hoping 
much  from  the  various  assurances  pressed  on  his  Excellency,  of  anxiety  on  Ae  part  of  the 
planting  gentlemen  to  put  an  end  to  all  past  misunderstandings,  and  to  aid  in  supporting  the 
due  administration  of  justice,  I  was  of  opinion  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  revive  tnese  indict- 
ments in  the  shape  of  criminal  information,  save  certain  of  them  which  went  to  support  the 
magistrate  in  the  due  exercise  of  his  office  as  special  justice  of  the  peace,  and  m  which 
there  was  a  wish  on  every  side  expressed  to  have  the  law  determined.  In  these  a  report 
has  been  made  by  a  special  justice  on  the  decisions  and  doctrines  laid  down  or  supported  by 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  on  which  I  have  made  a  separate  report.  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  cases  sent  for  prosecution  by  indictment  by  the  special 
justices  before  the  grand  jury  were  such  as  they  were  well  justined  in  sending,  and  I  have 
DO  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  facts  were  not  proved  in  what  would  have  been  to  a  legal 
mind  a  satisfactory  manner. 

I  have,  &c. 

G«  R.  Warren,  Esq.,  Private  Secretary.  (signed)        D.  O'Reilly. 


—  No.  24.— 
(No.  194.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  December  1837.  No.  24. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No  178,  of  the  14th  September,  enclosing  the 
report  for  which  you  informed  me,  in  your  despatch,  No.  145,  of  the  25th  July 
last,  you  had  called  on  the  Attomey-general  of  Jamaica,  relative  to  Mr.  Hiirs 
report  on  certain  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  on  disputed  points 
in  the  Abolition  Law. 

From  the  very  concise  terms  of  the  Attorney-general's  report,  I  can  only 
infer  that  Mr.  Hill's  statement  was  in  general  correct,  but  it  affords  me  no  means 
of  judging  whether  the  Attorney-general  concurs  in  the  interpretation  thus  placed 
on  the  law,  or  to  what  extent  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  executive  government 
to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evils  which  could  scarcely  fail  to  ensue  from  a  general 
application  of  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  court. 

In  one  case,  indeed,  that  of  Rex  r.  Mason,  I  collect  from  this  report  that  Mr. 
Hill  had  mistaken  the  argument  of  counsel  for  the  ruling  of  the  court,  and  I  trust 
that  no  special  magistrate  will  hold  himself  exempt  from  the  obligation  of  dealing 
with  a  case  of  the  neglect  of  a  sick  apprentice  as  one  of  cruelty,  and  therefore 
clearly  coming  within  his  jurisdiction.  If  any  doubt  is  entertained  on  this  point, 
it  wiU  be  desirable  to  remove  it  by  an  official  instruction  to  the  special  magistrates. 

I  abstain  from  adverting  here  to  the  point  raised  in  the  case  of  Bayley  v.  Ewart, 
because  I  have  fully  entered  into  it  in  previous  despatches ;  and  I  have  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  the  course  which  you  have  pursued,  with  my  entire 
approbation  on  this  subject,  will  effectually  prevent  any  parties  affected  by  the 
<teeision  of  the  court  in  this  case  from  being  subjected  to'  the  apprenticeship 
pending  the  appeal  which  is  to  be  brought  against  that  decision.  Should  the  law 
ultimately  appear  to  have  been  correctly  interpreted  by  the  court,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Parliament  would  readily  interpose  to  obviate  the  hardship  which  would 
arise  from  the  dismissal  of  the  appeal. 

The  decisions  in  the  cases,  "  Mason  v.  Oldrey,"  and  "  Harris  v.  Lowndes,"  seem 
to  me  calculated  so  injuriously  to  abridge  the  jurisdiction  of  the  special  magistrates, 
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JAMAICA.      that  I  should  have  wished  to  be  mformed  of  the  degree  of  practical  inconvenience 
—  which  had  arisen,  or  was  likely  to  arise,  from  the  rules  which  appear  to  have  been 

laid  down  in  these  cases.  I  trust  that  you  will  not  have  hesitated  to  press  on  the 
consideration  of  the  legislature  the  obvious  duty  of  altering  the  law  in  any  respect 
in  which  experience  has  proved  it  to  operate  prejudicially  to  the  right  of  the 
apprentices  to  demand  that  protection  from  the  special  magistrates  which  it  was 
the  great  object  of  their  appointment  to  effect.  You  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  have 
considered  how  far  your  executive  authority  could  arm  the  special  magistrates 
with  a  larger  power  of  receiving  and  investigating  complaints.  On  this  subject,  I 
have  to  request  that  you  will,  as  early  as  practicable,  furnish  me  with  the  fullest 
information. 

As  the  decision  on  the  criminal  information  against  Hendricks  is  clearly 
connected  with  a  subject  on  which  the  most  ample  inquiry  has  already  been 
instituted,  I  need  not  further  advert  to  it  here  than  to  remind  you  of  my  former 
instructions,  that  the  special  magistrates  should  desist  from  committing  appren- 
ticed labourers  to  places  of  confinement  where  abuses  prevail  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  executive  government  or  of  the  special  magistrates ;  nor  will  they  feel  them- 
selves bound  to  substitute  any  other  punishment  when  the  nature  of  the  offence 
would  not  imperatively  call  for  it.  It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  the 
labour  of  the  apprentices  is  not  to  be  enforced  for  the  benefit  of  the  employers  by 
punishments  to  the  nature  of  which  the  strongest  possible  objections  are  justly 
entertained,  arising  from  defects  either  in  the  administration  of  prison  discipline, 
or  La  the  regulation  of  places  of  confinement,  and  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
local  legislature  effectually  to  remove. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


No.  25. 


—  No.  25.— 
(No.  195.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  December  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  178,  of  the  14th  of  September,  enclosing 
two  reports  from  the  Attorney-general,  dated  the  9th  of  that  month.  The  first 
of  these  has  reference  to  a  letter  fi'om  Mr.  Hill,  transmitted  in  your  despatch, 
No.  145,  of  the  25th  of  July,  on  which  I  have  addressed  you  in  a  separate  despatch. 
The  other  appears  to  be  intended  for  the  report  for  which  in  my  despatch  of  the 
13th  of  January,  No.  34,  you  were  instructed  to  call  upon  the  Attorney-general, 
on  certain  bills  of  indictment  preferred  at  the  instance  of  Messrs.  Harris,  Palmer 
and  Baynes,  and  ignored  by  the  grand  jury  of  Middlesex. 

I  regret  that  this  report  does  not  appear  to  meet  the  question  at  issue,  and  I 
cannot  regard  it  as  a  satisfactory  termination  of  the  correspondence. 

In  July  1836  certain  abuses  were  discovered  in  the  workhouse  of  St.  John's 
parish.  At  the  ensuing  assizes,  bills  of  indictment  were  duly  preferred  against  the 
parties,  supported  by  evidence  which,  upon  the  face  of  the  documents  transmitted 
to  me,  seemed  to  me  to  be  such  as  ought  to  have  induced  the  grand  jury  to  place 
the  accused  parties  upon  their  trial.  Those  bUls  were  all  ignored.  I  then  desired 
that  the  matter  might  not  be  allowed  to  rest  there,  but  that  in  each  of  those  cases 
in  which  the  Attorney-general  should  report  to  you  that  the  evidence  was  such 
as  in  his  opinion  "  ought  to  induce  a  conviction"  a  criminal  information  should 
be  exhibited,  without  reference  to  the  probability  of  obtaining  a  verdict.  The 
Attorney-general  (so  far  as  I  am  able  to  conjecture  from  the  language  which  he 
employs)  appears  to  have  made  no  distinct  report  on  the  cases  referred  to  him, 
but  to  have  considered  them  among  several  others  of  a  similar  nature  which  were 
before  him  at  the  time,  and  to  have  selected  from  the  mass  some  few  which  he 
deemed  it  politic  to  prosecute.  The  cases  in  question  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
among  that  number. 

K I  am  correct  in  supposing  that  this  is  the  course  which  has  been  adopted,  I 
am  unable  to  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  letting  these  cases  drop.  I  infer  from 
the  Attorney-general's  report,  that  the  evidence  was  "such  as  in  his  opinion 
ought  to  have  induced  a  conviction."     I  am  left,  therefore,  to  presume  that  they 
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are  among  thoee  which,  considering  the  state  of  the  country,  and  hoping  much  JAMAICA, 
from  the  various  assurances  to  which  he  has  referred,  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  — — ^— 
not  be  prudent  to  revive  in  the  shape  of  criminal  informations.  K  I  had  sufS- 
cient  grounds  to  satisfy  me  that  the  object  to  be  obtained,  namely,  the  prevention 
of  the  recurrence  of  cases  of  this  natui?e  would  be  more  effectually  promoted  by 
abstaining  from  further  proceedings  than  by  adopting  the  course  which  I  had 
pointed  out,  I  should  be  disposed  to  concur  in  the  view  taken  by  the  Attorney- 
general,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  unable  to  derive  any  such  assurance  from 
tiie  information  which  has  been  transmitted  to  me.  The  hope  which  is  here 
expressed  rests,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  various  conununications  which 
have  reached  me,  on  no  substantial  groimds,  and  I  see  no  satisfactory  rea- 
son for  abstaining  from  using  all  the  powers  which  the  law  sanctions  in  the 
attempt  to  bring  to  justice  parties  charged  with  such  grave  and  serious  ofiences. 
The  time  which  has  now  elapsed  since  the  origin  of  these  cases  may  render  it 
impracticable  to  carry  on  legcd  proceedings  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success ; 
but  I  have  to  request,  that  unlesa  you  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  ^ids  of 
justice  would  rather  be  defeated  than  promoted  by  a  renei^  of  the  prosecutions, 
you  will  inform  the  Attorney-general  that  I  see  no  reason  for  recalling  or  modifying 
the  instructions  which  I  conveyed  to  him  through  you  in  my  deiq)at)di  of  the  --^.^fde  Pn^em 
13th  January  last.  &'^^ 


I  have,  &c.  ^^."^I^!'' 

(signed)         Glenelff.      page  ,^^  *'"U  (1), 
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-  6.  - 
HOURS  AND  SCALES  OF  LABOUR. 


—  No.  26.— 
(No.  103.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  ». 


No.  20. 


Sir,  Downing-street,  10  June  1837. 

^e-  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  13th 

yide^^^tVia-  March  last,  No.  78,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  the  failure  of  your  endeavour  to 
•e«*^^^ti^e  to^^®  induce  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica  to  agree  to  an  alteration  in  the  law  for  regulating 
^^bl^tiou  o^  uniformity  in  the  hours  of  labour.   I  fully  approve  of  the  message  which  you  sent  to 

gia^ery*  ^^"^'^  the  Assembly  on  this  subject,  and  I  much  regret  that  they  did  not  feel  it  right  to 
part  4  ^^'^  ^^  concur  in  the  view  which  you  had  taken  of  it.  I  trust  that  the  exertions  of  the 
J^}>-— ^'^^'"^  special  magistrates,  acting  under  the  directions  conveyed  to  them  in  your  circular 
letter  of  the  16th  September  1836,  together  with  an  enUghtened  regard  to  the 
common  interests  of  themselves  and  their  apprenticed  labourers,  on  the  part  of  the 
employers,  will  tend  in  some  degree  to  remedy  the  existing  defect  in  the  law,  and 
to  lessen,  if  not  wholly  to  remove,  the  discontent  which  has  been  foimd  to  arise 
from  the  past  want  of  uniformity.  I  attach  much  importance  to  the  strict 
observance  of  the  practice  adverted  to  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  circular 
letter  of  the  16th  September. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  apprentices  have,  in  many  instances,  been  deprived 
of  a  portion  of  their  own  time  by  their  ignorance  of  the  precise  commencement 
and  termination  of  the  period  fixed  by  law  for  their  labour.  I  trust  that  this  com- 
plaint has  no  general  foundation ;  but  on  this  point  the  special  magistrates  cannot 
exercise  too  great  vigilance,  not  only  to  secure  the  apprentices  against  any  actual 
encroachment  on  their  own  time,  but  to  remove  from  their  minds  all  suspicion 
of  illegal  or  imfair  treatment  in  this  respect.  The  same  observation  is  applicable 
to  the  scale  of  labour  to  be  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  task-work.  I  am  happy 
to  find  that  your  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  subject,  and  I  have  to  request 
that  you  will  transmit  to  me,  when  complete,  the  scale  to  which  you  refer,  as  in 
course  of  preparation. 

I  must  further  express  my  regret  that  the  allowance  of  fish  should  in  any  case 
be  withheld  from  apprentices  who,  during  the  legal  hours  of  labour,  afford  their 
masters  no  reasonable  groimd  of  complaint.  I  entirely  concur  in  the  view  taken 
of  this  subject  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  last  Session,  on  the 
working  of  the  apprenticeship  system ;  nor  can  I  disguise  the  opinion  which  I 
entertain,  that  the  absence  of  a  liberal  and  generous  treatment  of  the  apprentices  in 
matters  in  which  the  law  has  left  a  discretion  with  their  employers  would  have  a 
most  prejudicial  effect  on  the  future  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  colony.  It  is  to  the 
habits  and  feelings  of  mutual  good-will  and  common  interest  which  may  grow  up 
between  the  apprentices  and  their  employers  during  the  present  intermediate  state 
that  I  should  be  disposed  to  look  with  confidence  for  the  successful  result  of  com- 
plete and  imrestricted  emancipation.  The  period  is  rapidly  approaching  when 
this  emancipation  will  be  effected,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  conduct  of  the 
great  body  of  proprietors  in  Jamaica  will  in  the  meantime  be  such  as  to  merit 
and  secure  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  those  whose  continued  services  as  free 
labourers  will  hereafter  be  essential  to  the  interests  of  all  classes  of  the  community. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 
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JAMAICA^ 


—  Na.  27,— 
(No.  149.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  lAonel  Smithy  k.  c.  b. 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 


No.  27. 


""i^- 


Portland,  St 


My  Lord,  King's  House,  28  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  you  herewith  Scales  of  Labour  for  the  different 
parishes  in  this  island,  wanting  two»  not  yet  completed* 

The  delay  has  been  a  source  of  great  vexation  to  me,  and  they  are  not  yet  in 
general  operation  in  consequence;  for^  after  I  ha^d  got  them  printed,  there  waa 
no  means  of  conveyance  to  the  distant  parishes. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  seat  of  government,  where  the  experi-  ^^'S^%  wanting, 
ment  has  been  put  in  practice,  I  am  most  happy  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  it 
has  produced  the  best  consequences,  and  given  mutual  satisfaction  to  masters  and 
servants. 

My  instructions  for  the  regulation  of  this  system  will  be  found  among  the  Circular,  No.  1028, 
circulars  to  the  special  magistrates.  ^  34  June  1837.  See 

Ihave,  &C.  Despatch,  No.  158, 

*        .       ,  ry    .  ,  ofaSthJuly. 

(signed)  Lwnel  Smith. 


Enclosure  in  No.  27. 

Scale  of  Labour  for  an  able  First-gang  Labourer  for  a  Day  of  Nine  Houro 

Parish  of  Hanover. 


r  the 


Digging. 

Digging  cane-holes  4  feet  square,  6  inches  deep — Upon  heavy  clay  soil,  90  holes  for  men, 
30  for  women ;  upon  mould  or  marl  or  clay,  100  for  men,  90  for  women ;  upon  very  light 
sandy  soil,  110  for  men,  100  for  women. 

Cultivating. 

Dropping  dung  from  heaps  near  at  hand — Upon  level  land,  12  labourers  per  acre;  upon 
hill  sides,  15  ditto  per  ditto. 

Planting  canes,  plants  beinjg  near  at  haiid — 12  ditto  per  ditto. 

Dropping  dung  and  plantmg,  the  dung  being  at  the  rate  of  70  cart-loads  per  acre — 
27  ditto  per  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto,  at  the  rate  of  50  loads  per  acre — 22  ditto  per  ditto. 
Planting  com — 2  ditto  per  ditto. 

First  cleaning  of  young  plants — 10  ditto  per  ditto ;  ditto,  if  foul,  14  ditto  per  ditto. 
Second  cleaning  of  plants,  giving  half  bank — 10  ditto  per  ditto;  third  cleaning  of  ditto, 
giving  remaining  bank,  10  ditto  per  ditto. 

Turning  trash  on  rattoons  not  requiring  cleaning — 5  ditto  per  ditto. 
Hoe  ploughing  rattoons,  digging  round  cane  roots — 25  ditto  per  ditto. 
Hoe  ploughing  rattoons,  dropping  manure  round  cane  roots,  and  covering  with  mould  and 
trash — 35  ditto  per  ditto. 

.  Trashing  canes,  not  requiring  cleaning — 6  ditto  per  ditto. 
Trashing  ditto,  if  heavy — 9  ditto  per  ditto. 
Trashing  ditto,  if  heavy  and  much  lodged — 11  ditto  per  ditto. 
Cleaning  and  moulding  rattoons,  not  requiring  supplies — 9  ditto  per  ditto. 
Cleaning  and  moulding  rattoons,  requiring  supplies — 10  ditto  to  20  per  ditto. 

Cutting  and  carrying  Manure, 

Mule  loads  of  grass,  one  grass  cutter  (2d  gang)  to  cut  per  day — 10  loads* 
Mule  loads  of  long  tops,  one  tyer  (2d  gang)  to  pick  and  tie  per  day — 16  ditto* 
Number  of  turns  one  muleman  and  two  mules  to  make  per  day,  at  half  a  mile— 14  turnsi 
Number  of  ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto,  quarter  of  a  mile — 17  ditto. 

Number  of  ditto  one  cart  containing  nine  mule  loads  of  grass  or  long  tops  can  make  per 
day,  at  half  a  mile — 9  ditto. 

Ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto,  at  quarter  of  ditto — 12  ditto. 

Number  of  turns  one  cart  containing  80  baskets  manure  can  make  per  day— at  half  a  mile^ 
16,  with  three  loaders ;  at  quarter  ditto,  20,  with  three  ditto. 
'54-  F  2 
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JAMAICA,  CutHng  Canes. 

Three  cutters  to  every  2  hogsheads  of  sugar  (averaging  1,800  gallons  liquor  each),  made 
per  week  of  40  J  hours ;  one  ^er  (2d  gang)  to  every  two  cutters. 

Grinding. 

A  common  verticd  mill,  with  10  cattle,  to  grind  from  plants  250  gallons  per  hour ;  ditto 
ditto  from  rattoons,  200  gallons  per  ditto. 

Grinding  and  Manufacturing. 

A  common  vertical  mill,  with  mules,  to  grind  from  plants  300  gallons  per  hour ;  ditto 
ditto  for  rattoons,  250  gallons  per  ditto. 

Two  mill-feeders,  three  cane  and  three  green-trash  carriers,  and  three  dry-trash  carriers, 
(2d  gang)  to  make  five  hogsheads  sugar  (of  1,800  gallons  each)  per  week. 

One  boiler-man  to  each  copper,  and  one  syphon-man  attending  syphons.  If  the  work  of 
the  boiling-house  is  stopped,  these  persons  employed  in  potting  sugar,  or  otherwise. 

Carrying  Canes. 

Number  of  turns  which  one  cart  with  canes  can  make  per  day  to  mill — ^At  three-quarters 
of  a  mile,  10  loads  with  one  loader ;  at  half  a  mile,  15  hands  with  one  ditto ;  at  quarter  of  a 
mile,  20  loads  with  two  ditto ;  at  less  than  quarter  of  a  mile,  25  loads  with  two  ditto. 

Number  of  turns  which  one  muleman  and  two  mules  with  canes  can  make  per  day  to  mill 
-^At  half  a  mile,  20  turns ;  at  quarter  of  a  mile,  25  ditto;  at  less,  30  ditto. 

Pastures. 

N  umber  of  labourers — ^To  dig  holes  for  planting  Ghiinea-grass,  10  per  acre ;  to  plant  grass, 
plants  laid  on  the  spot,  10  per  acre. 

Number  of  labourers — ^To  clean  Guinea  or  common  grass,  cleaned  every  year,  5  per  acre; 
to  ditto  ditto  ditto,  cleaned  every  second  year,  7  per  acre. 

Coopers. 

Cooper  Aould  dress  up  staves  from  the  rough  and  truss  off— Of  sugar  hogsheads, 
3  hogsheads  in  2  days  each ;  of  rum  puncheons,  3  puncheons  in  2  days  each. 

Ditto  should  hoop  off  and  put  in  bottom  for  curing^house— 2  hogsheads  in  1  day  each. 

Ditto  should  dress  up  staves  from  the  rough,  hoop  off,  and  finish  complete— *0f  sugar 
hogsheads,  1  hogshead  m  1  day  each ;  of  rum  puncheons,  2  puncheons  in  3  days  each. 

Ditto  should  prepare  heads  from  boards,  and  head  up  ready  for  wharf— if  prepared  for 
him,  10  hogsheads  per  day;  if  not  prepared,  8  hogsheads  per  day. 

Carpenters. 

Carpenters  should  cross-cut  and  split  free-grained  w6od  into  170  shingles  or  staves  in 
one  day  each. 

Ditto  should  shingle  a  square  per  day,  rou^h-jointing  his  own  shingles. 

Ditto  ditto  ditto  of  hip,  sningles  being  previously  prepared,  16  feet  per  day. 

Ditto  should  fine-joint  and  saw  to  a  length,  500  Americaji  or  350  country  shinies  eltch 
per  day. 

Ditto  should  dig  out  10  mortices  of  pitch-pine  each  per  day. 

Sawyers  and  Wheelwrights. 

Sawyers  should  saw  56  feet  hard  wood  or  80  feet  soil  wood,  as  cedar,  &c.,  for  a  pair  in  one 
day,  the  log  being  previously  pitted  and  lined. 

Wheelwnghts  should  finish  from  wood  in  the  rougtf,  1  pair  of  cartwheels  ready  for  the 
tyers,  2  wheelwrights  in  2  weeks. 

Ditto  should  dress  from  wood  in  the  rough,  12  spokes  or  6  fellies  each  per  day. 

Masons. 

Masons  should  build  stone  walls  5  feet  high,  3}  feet  at  base,  and  18  inches  at  top,  at  the 
rate  of  6  masons  and  2  boys  to  fill  in,  1  chain  per  day,  the  materials  being  laid  down  for 
theip. 

Ditto  should  break  stones/small  for  roads,  intervals,  &c.,  12  bushels  each  per  day ;  larger 
for  lime-kiln,  8cc.,  18  ditto  per  ditto. 

Provisions. 

Cultivation  of  provisions:— Woodland — to  fall  and  log  woodland — 20  labourers  per  acre 
per  day ;  to  fall,  log,  heap,  and  bum  woodland — 25  ditto  per  ditto. 

Ditto  : — Ruinate — to  clean  off  heavy  ruinate  land — 15  ditto  per  ditto;  to  clean  off  light 
ditto — 10  ditto  per  ditto. 

Ditto: — Yams — to  di^  hole  and  bcmk  25 inches  deep,  and  plant  off,  in  stiff  soil — 50  holes 
per  day  each ;  to  ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto,  in  light  ditto,  65  ditto  ditto  ditto. 

Plantains : — ^To  dig  holes  12  inches  deep,  and  plant  off— 100  ditto  ditto  ditto. 

Cocoas :— To  ditto  ditto  10  ditto  ditto  ditto— 250  ditto  ditto  ditto. 

To  clean  one  acre  of  young  provisions  and  com,  not  very  foul — 10  labourers  per  day. 

To  ditto  ditto  ditto  ditto,  if  toul— 15  ditto  per  ditto. 
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JilMAICA. 


Oinger. 

Cultivation  of  ginger :— Clearing  off  and  preparing  for  hoe  ploughing  in  pasture  land— 
to  labourers  per  acre.  • 

Ditto  ditto  ditto  in  ruinate  grounds — 25  ditto  per  ditto- 
Fust  ploughing  with  hoe — In  stiff  soils,  30  ditto  per  ditto ;  in  light  soils,  25  ditto  per  ditto. 

Second  ploughing  and  clearing  off  rubbish — ^25  ditto  per  ditto. 

Phinting  at  the  rate  of  4,000  lbs.  cured  plants  to  the  acre— 25  ditto  per  ditto. 

Cleaning — ^The  first  time,  25  ditto  per  ditto ;  the  second  time  and  moulding,  16  ditto  per 
ditto ;  third  time,  10  ditto  per  ditto. 

To  dig  out,  carry  home,  and  scrape — 27  lbs.  net  per  day  per  labourer. 

To  scrape  (digging  and  carrying  done  by  others)— 82  lbs.  net  per  day  per  labourer. 

John  V.  Furrier  J 
Chairman  of  the  Meeting  for  Hanover. 


At  a'  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Vere,  the  foUowing  Scale  of  Labour,  by 
Effective  Apprenticed  Labourers,  was  agreed  to  as  adapted  to  the  Parish,  Nine  Hours. 


Description  op  Work. 

I^iggu^g  cane-holes  on  land,  where  canes  have  been  recently  cut, 
4  feet  by  4  feet  3  inches  wide  at  top,  9  inches  at  bottom,  and  9 
inches  deep,  on  dry  soil,  performed  in  seasonable  weather. 

Ditto,  in  dry  weather        --!---.        . 

Ditto,  if  not  in  cultivation  12  months  previously  .        .        . 

Ditto,  in  loamy,  sandy,  or  other  light  soil  -        -        -        .        - 

Nuiiiber  of  labourers  required  to  plant  a  piece  of  canes  dug  as 
above,  plant  tops  30  inches  apart. 

Number  of  laboureis  required  to  weed  an  acre  of  young  plant- 
canes,  if  permitted  to  get  very  foul. 

Ditto,  if  not  permitted  to  get  foul      -        -        -        -        -     .  - 

Number  of  wain, loads  ;of  manure  which  can  be  sent  out  by  one 
1  wain  in  a  day,  at  a  dijstance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  num- 
ber of  persons  sufficient  to  load  it. 

Number  of  persons  required  to  take  and  distribute  manure,  say 
60  wain  loads  per  acre. 

Number  of  labourers  required  to  bank  an  acre  of  plant-canes 

Number  of  labourers  required  to  turn  trash  on  an  acre  of  canes,  if 
no  grass. 

Numter  of  labourers  who  can  cover  an  acre  of  young  plants  with 
trash,  the  latter  being  in  the  intervals  round  the  piece. 

Number  of  labourers  who  can  weed  and  mould  an  acre  of  canes, 
the  first  time  subsequent  to  being  cut,  if  very  foul. 

Number  of  labourers  required  to  weed  and  turn  trash  on  an  acre 
of  canes,  secoud  time,  if  not  permitted  to  ^et  foul. 

Number  of  labourers  who  can  cut  canes  sufficient  to  make  1  hogs- 
head of  sugar  per  day^  of  8  hours,  supposing  the  canes  to  mie 
2  hogsheads  per  acre.  « 

Number  of  loaders  for  1  hogshead,  2d  class  of  apprentices  -        - 

Number  of  wains  requned  to  supply  the  mill  with  canes,  per  day 
of  8  hours,  1 }  miles  distant,  each  wain  having  1  man,  1  boy, 
and  6  steers,  for  1  hogshead  sugar. 

Number  of  labourers  required  to  mil  pastures,  if  permitted  to  get 
very  foul,  and  thickly  ovei^rown  with  bush. 

Ditto  Guinea-grass  pastures  that  have  been  billed  twice  per  annum 

Ditto  windrowing  and  digging  corn-holes  on  land,  not  being  for 
some  time  in  cultivation,  the  holes  to  be  4  feet  by  1  foot  apart, 
in  stiff  soil. 

Ditto,  in  fitandy  or  light  soil      ------- 

Ditto,  digging  corn-holes  recently  burnt  off        -        -        -        - 


Quantity  of  WoA  to  be 
Performed. 

80  holes  per  day. 


Ditto,  planting  corn-wholes  with  seed  com  -        -        -        -        i 

Nutnber  of  bushels  of  Guinea-corn  which  can  be  reaped  by  a  la- 
bourer per  day. 

Number  of  bushels  of  Guinea-corn  which  can  be  threshed  and  win- 
nowed by  a  labourer  per  day. 

Number  of  labourers  required  to  cut  copper  wood       -        -        . 


60  -    ditto. 

70  -    ditto. 

110  -    ditto. 

8  per  acre. 

from  7  to  9. 

from  5  to  7. 
9  loads,  and  3  persons  to 
load  it. 

26. 

10. 
3. 

4. 

8. 

6. 

7. 


4. 
2. 


8  per  acre. 

2  per  acre. 
10  per  acre. 


5  per  acre,  average  of 
'  -soils. 
1  per  acre. 
8. 

9. 

1  to  each  cord  ,8X4 
X4'feet. 


154- 
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JAMAICA. 


Description  of  Work. 

Number  of  laboureri  which  can  dig  and  plant  a  chain  of  penguins 
and  ditch  fence,  ditch  6  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep,  the  penguins 
to  be  on  the  ground. 

Number  of  labourers  required  to  clean  the  furrows  after  the  double 
mould  plough,  well  ploughed. 

A  12-horse  power  steam-engine  is  sufficient  to  make  20  hogsheads 
suear  in  80  hours,  or  2  hogsheads  in  a  day  of  8  hours,  with  the 
following  mill-gang ;  viz.,  i  boatswain,  2  feeders,  5  cane-carriers, 
1  stoker,  1  to  carry  fuel,  a  cart-boys  for  trash,  1  gutter  cleaner^ 
1  engm^er,  a  well-regulated  cattle-mill  and  effective  stock,  sup* 
posing  the  cane-piece  to  make  2  hogsheads  per  acre,  8  hours 
per  day. 

One  cooper  to  make  1  hogshead  per  day  from  red-oak  staves. 

Country-stayea,  8  coopers  to  make  2  hogsheads. 

One  cooper  to  make  1  puncheon  per  day,  with  puncheon  packs. 

One  ditto  to  make  I  puncheon  in  9  days,  rough  staves. 


Quantity  of  Work  to  be 
Performed. 

10. 


16  per  acre. 
4  hogsheads  per  week. 


5  January  1837. 


Charles  Sconce,  \ 

William  Dawell,  I  Committee  appointed  by 

Crawford  M^Clymont,  (  Mr.  Gustos  Murchison. 
William  Lems,  j 


Jamaica  Ss. — St.  Catherine. — At  a  numerous  Meeting  of  the  Planters  and  other  Inhabit- 
ants of  St.  Catherine,  holden  in  the  Court  House  on  the  25th  day  of  November  1830>.  to 
take  into  consideration  and  fix  a  fair  Scale  of  Labour,  as  suggesteil  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  his  Circular  addressed  to  the  several  Custodes,  on  the  14th  October  last, 
the  following  Rates  were,  after  due  examination  of  competent  Persons,  apeed  to,  as 
those  which  may  reasonably  be  e;(pected  to  be  performed  by  a  Labourer  or  Labourers  m 
Nine  Hours. 


Cultivation. 


Sugar : 
1.  Cane-holes 


2.  Planting  canes 

3.  Cleaning    - 

4.  Manuring  - 
6.  Banking     - 

6.  Great  com 

7.  Rattoons    - 

Ditto 

8.  Cutting  canes 


Ditto 
9.  Carrying  canes 

10.  Mill-house 

Ditto 
Ditto 

11.  fioiling-house 

Ditto 

|2,  Still-house  - 
13.  Manure 


Doacription  of  Work  to  be 
Performed. 


-  -  Diffging  cane-holes  4  feet  sauare, 
the  sou  In  parish  being  all  light  loam, 
not  exceeainff  8  inches  deep. 
Tops  being  placed  on  the  cane-piece 

-  -  First  cleaning  and  supplying  of 
plants. 

Dropping  dung  from  the  interval  - 
Second  cleaning  and  banking  plants 

-  -  Planting  great  com  in  canes,  in 
each  row. 

-  -  Hoeing  grass,  turning  trash,  and 
moulding  cane-stools. 

Second  hoeing       •        -        -        - 

-  -  To  make  a  hogahead  of  sugar 
on  a  piece  yielding  1 J  hogshead  per 
acre. 

-  -  Ditto  ditto  ditto  |  hogshead  per 
acre. 

-  «-  Number  of  wain  loads  of  canes 
to  be  carried  in  a  day,  at  the  average 
distance  of  the  cane*  pieces  in  this 
parish. 

-  -  Required  about  the  mill,  if  a 
steam-engine  on  estate. 

Ditto  ditto  ditto^  if  a  water-mill  - 
Ditto  ditto  ditto,  if  a  cattle-mill     - 

-  -  Ditto  ditto  the  boiling-house,  if 
a  steam-engine. 

-  -  Ditto  ditto  ditto,  if  a  water  or 
cattle-mill. 

Ditto  ditto,  the  still-house 

-  -  Carrying  out  the  manure,  dis- 
tance not  more  than  half  mile,  two 
loaders  to  each  wain. 


Number  of  Labourers, 
«cc. 


1  labourer    80   holeff 
per  day. 


10  ditto 
9 

17 
12 

1 


per  a 
ditto. 


ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


acre. 


7    -    ditto. 

5    -    ditto. 
10  ditto  per  day. 

16    .    ditto. 
16  loftds  per  day, 

12  labourers  per  day. 

10  -    ditto. 

13  -    ditto. 

11  -    ditto. 


9 


ditto. 


2    -    ditto. 
12  loads  per  day. 
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Cultiyation. 


14. 
15. 


SuG  A  R — continued. 
Ploughed  land    - 
Cooperage 

Ditto 

Ditto     ... 


Ditto 


Coffee: 


1.  - 


3.  - 


Pimento:     - 


Corn: 
Prepariog  land 


3. 

4.  Pbuiiiiig  and  cleaning 
.:6.  -  -  -         -  - 


7.  - 

a.  - 

9.  - 


Wooi>  Cutting  j 


Woodland: 
1.  Cleaning  heavy  wood- 
land. 

2. 

3. 


Fences : 

1.  Making  and   repairing 

pei^uin  feacea. 

2.  -        -         -       .. 
154- 


Description  of  Work  to  be 
Performed. 


Opening  cane-holes  after  the  plough 

-  -  To  make  one  hogshead  complete, 
per  day. 

Ditto  three  tierces  -        -        - 

-  -  Ditto  three  puncheons  per  week, 
if  from  rou^h  staves. 

Ditto  five  ditto  ditto,  if  from  packs 


-  -  Cleaning  and  suckering  well  esta- 
blished coffee. 

Ditto  ditto  old  coffee-pieces   - 

-  -  Picking  and  carrying  to  barbacues 
from  established  full-bearing  and 
pruned  coffee. 

--  Hand-picking  and  sorting  for 
market  well-cured  fine  averaged 
sample  coffee. 

-  -  One  breaker  being  allowed  to 
each  four  pickers. 

Hand-picking,  fanning,   sorting, 
and  bagging  for  market. 

--  Clearing  cashew  land  of  two  years' 
growth,  where  the  bush  is  thick,  and 
heaping  in  readiness  to  bum. 

-  -  Clearing  land  when  it  has  been 
previously  cultivated,  and  of  one 
year's  growth,  and  heaping  bushes. 

-  -  When  the  land  becomes  cleared 
from  a  succession  of  crops. 
Digging  holes  in  moist  land  - 
Digging  holes  in  dry  land 
Planting  the  seed  -        .        - 
First  hoeing  of  com  when  foul 
Second  hoeing,  when  light     - 
Singling,  momding,  and  suppling   - 

-  -  Cutting  bundle-wood  and  wedg- 
ing in  pa<^s. 

Ditto  cord-wood,  1  cord  8  feet 
by  4  and  4, 1  per  labourer  per  day. 


-  -  To  clear  an  acre  that  will  yield 
20  cords  wood,  if  not  previously 
underwooded. 

To  underwood  heavy  woodland 
To  bum  off  bush  when  properly  dry 

N.  B. — According  to  the  quantity 
of  wood  yielded  per  acre  must  the 
task  be  regulated. 

Each  man  to  be  provided  with  an 
axe  and  cutlass,  and  each  woman 
with  a  bill,  for  all  preparations  for 
woodland. 

The  second  gang  (i.  e.  children 
from  10  to  15  years  of  age)  are  con- 
sidered to^  be  able  to  perform  a  half 
or  two-thirds  the  work  of  the  able 
labourers  on  light  work,  such  as  hoe- 
ing com  and  Guinea-grass,  chopping 
pastures,  &c.  &c. 

-  -  Making  a  new  fence  6  feet  wide, 
4  feet  deep,  tapering  to  18  inches,  at 

the in  a  free  loamy  soil. 

Ditto  where  the  land  is  stiff    - 

F  4 


Number  of  Labourers, 
&c. 


JAMAICA. 


12  labourers  per  acre. 

1  efiBcient  cooper. 

2  ditto. 
1     -    ditto. 

1     -    ditto. 


II  labourers  per  acre. 

16    -    ditto. 

Each  labourers  bushels. 


Ditto  2  ditto. 

Each  picker  1 }  bushel. 
Each  hand  5  bags. 

10  labourers  per  tere. 

7  ditto  to  the  acre. 

5    -    ditto. 

3  toacre  of 5,000  holes. 

4  to  -  ditto. 
1  to  -  ditto. 
9  per  acre. 

5  ditto. 

8  ditto. 

12  lOdy.  bundles  each 
labourer  per. 


20  cording,  12  under- 
wooding,  Sc  6  to  heap ; 
total,  38. 

12  to  the  acre. 
3  to  ditto. 


6  yards  per  labourer 
per  day,  not  planting 
penguins. 
10  feet  per  ditto  ditto. 

(continued^ 
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JAMAICA. 


C^^viition* 

Description  of  Work  to  be 

Number  of  Labourers, 

Performed. 

.      8cc. 

Fe  n  ces — continued. 

3. 

-  -  Stripping  off  the  pengmns,  wid 
facing  an  oW  bank  where  the  bank 
is  good. 

7  yards  per  labourer 
^  per  day. 

4. 

-  -  Planting  penguins,  when  laic\  in 

4  chains  per  day  each, 
and    when    stiff,    2 

readiness  on  the  bank>  where  the 

land  is  stiff. 

chains. 

6.  -         -         -         •- 

-  -  Pulling  and  trimming  penguins 
when  not  scarce. 

200  perlabourerperday. 

6. 

-  -  Digging  the  trench,  and  planting 
penguins  on  the  spot. 

iv.  B. — Each  labourer  to  be  pro- 
vided with  a  shovel  and  hoe  for 

1  chain  per  ditto  each. 

ditching. 

>     • 

7.  Stake  and  rail     - 

-  -  Two  labourers  to  tie  lOQ  feet  (the 
posts  being  already  in)  with  14  rails. 
To  dig  the  holes    .        -        -        - 

30  per  labourer.    - 

Putting  and  ramming  in  posts 

30  per  labourer. 

Cutting  Stockadoes: 

1          ■^^entfkwa* 

60  per  labourer. 

I.  V/asnaw      -        -        - 

O      Hoila                                                      . 

z,  naiis          -        -        - 

3.  Posts          .         -         . 

4.  Logwood    -        -        - 

Eight  feet  long      -        -        -        - 

«mI       -       QlUO. 

20     -    ditto. 
9  labourers  to  the  ton. 

6.  Ebony        ... 

4  ditto  to  a  cord. 

Mortice  Posts 

-  -  Making  10  of  3  holes,  and  8  of  4, 
to  each  labourer. 

Guinea  Grass: 

1.  Cleaning,  &c.      - 

-  -  To  planting  an  acre  of  Guinea- 
grass  (if  plants  are  near  at  hand), 
and  1,200  holes  to  the  acre. 

12  labourers  per  acre. 

2. 

To  hoe  an  acre  of  Guinea-grass 

same  as  Guinea-grass. 

3.  -         -        -         - 

To  chop  down  rank  Guinea-grass    - 

from  10  to  12  to  acre. 

4.  Common  pasture 

To  clean  an  acre  of  common  pasture 

4  per  acre. 

1.  Cutting    Gkunea-grass, 

-  -  When  taken  from  the  spot  where 

60  bundles,  28lbs.eacli. 

&c 

cut  by  the  wain. 

-  -  When  taken  to  the  gate  of  the 

► 

2. 

60  bundles,  ditto. 

3. 

grass-piece. 

-  -  When  floated  down  the  River 

Cobre  to  the  barquadier. 

These  rates  are  supposing  grass  to 
be  plentiful ;  when  scarce,  thS  quan- 
tity will  be  reduced  accoidingto  the 
state  of  the  weatber,  and  at  discre- 
tion. 

40  ditto,  ditto. 

Breaking  Stones 

-  -  To  break  4  barrels,  each  stone  to 
be  about  an  inch  square. 

1  labourer  per  day. 

Blasting  Rocks    - 

-  -  Three  holes  of  18  inches  deep 

per  labourer  per  day. 

Moulding  stock-bricks  -        -        - 

Bricks    -        -        -        - 

2,000  per  labourer. 

Walls            -       -        - 

-  -  Building  dry  walls  4}  feet  high, 
all  material  found  on  the  spot,  each 

33  feet. 

two  builders  to  complete. 

Peter  Wilkie,  Custos. 


Scale  of  Labour  which  one  able  Labourer  of  First  Grang  is  capable  of  performing  in 
One  Day  of  Nine  Hours,  in  the  Parish  of  iS^.  James. 


Di] 


In  Cultivatum  of  the  Sugar  Cane  and  its  Manufacture. 


Digging  cane-holes,  4  feet  sauare,  6  inches  deep : 
Upon  heavy  clay  soil, — 86  noles  to  each  labourer,  lands  long  under  the  cultivation  of  the  cane. 

Mould)  upon  clay     -    90    -    -    ditto    -------  ditto. 

—  upon  marl      -90    -    -    ditto    -------  ditto. 

—  mixed  with  stones,  90    -    -    ditto    -------  ditto. 

Light  soil   -    -    ^    -    IM)    -    -    ditto    -------  ditto. 

Sand  or  small  shot    *  100    -    -    ditto    - ditto. 
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Manure  and  its  Carriage :  JAMAICA. 

Mule  loads  of  grass  one  grass  cutter  (not  very  able)  can  cut  per  day, — 10  loads.  . 

Mule  loads  of  long  cane-tops  one  person  (not  very  able)  can  pick  and  tie  up  per  day, — 15  loads. 

Kumber  of  turns  or  trips  one  muieman  working  three  mules  can  make  per  day,  from  grass- 
piece  to  cattle-pen,-- 12  trips  at  i  mile  distance,  15  trips  at  4  mile  distance. 

Number  of  turns  or  trips  one  man  working  two  bullocks  can  make  per  day,  from  grass-piece 
to  cattle-pen, — 8  trips  at  J  mile  distance,  10  trips  at  I  mile  distance. 

Number  of  turns  or  trips  one  cart  containing  nine  mule  loads  can  make  per  day,  from  grass- 
piece  to  cattle-pen, — 9  trips. 

Number  of  turns  or  trips  one  cart,  containing  80  baskets  of  manure,  can  make  per  day,  from 
cattle-pen  to  cane-piece, — half  mile  distance  15  trips,  three  loaders  to  assist  loading; 
quarter  mile  distance  20  trips,  four  loaders  to  assist  loading. 

Cultiyating : 
Dropping  manure  into  cane-holes,  the  heaps  being  at  a  moderate  distance,— -upon  level  land, 

12  labourers  per  acre, or  226  baskets  per  labourer;  upon  hill  sides,  15  labourers  per  acre, 

or  181  baskets  per  labourer. 
Planting  cane-holes,  four  tops  to  each  hole,  and  covering  over, — 12  labourers  per  acre,  or 

226  holes  per  labourer. 
Planting  com, — 2  per  acre. 
Cleaning  young  cane-sprouts,  not  very  grassy, — 11  labourers  per  acre,  or  247  holes  per 

labourer. 

—  if  foul, — 15  labourers  per  acre,  or  181  holes  per  labourer. 
Giving  bank  to  young  canes  at  the  third  time  of  cleaning, — 11  labourers  per  acre,  or  247  holes 

per  labourer. 
Trashing  plant-canes,  1st  time,— 10  labourers  per  acre,  or  272  roots  per  labourer. 

—  2d  ditto, —  9  labourers  per  acre,  or  302    -     clitto. 

—  3d  ditto, —  9  labourers  per  acre,  or  302    -    ditto. 

—  4th  ditto, —  7  labourers  per  acre,  or  388     -    ditto. 

—  5th  ditto, —  5  labourers  per  acre,  or  544    -    ditto. 

Turning  trash  upon  rattoons  (within  eight  weeks  after  cutting),  five  labourers  per  acre,  or 

544  roots  per  labourer. 
Hoe-ploughing  rattoons,  digging  round  cane-roots, — same  labour  as  digging  cane-holes. 

—  dropping  manure  round  cane-roots,  and  covering  with  earth  and 

trash, — upon  level  land,   18  labourers  per  acre,  or  151   roots  per  labourer;  upon  hill 

sides,  24  labourers  per  acre,  or  1 13  roots  per  labourer. 
First  cleaning  and  moulding,— 11  labourers  per  acre,  or  247  roots  per  labourer. 

If  supply  holes  are  required, — same  labour  as  cane-holes. 
Trashing  rattoons,  Ist  time,— 8  per  acre,  or  340  roots  per  labourer. 

—  2d  ditto, — 7  per  acre,  or  388    -    ditto. 

—  3d  ditto, — 7  per  acre,  or  388     -    ditto. 

Manufacturing : 
Number  of  labourers  to  cut  and  tie  canes: 

Upon  lands  yielding  for  one  ton  sugar  per  day,  2  tons  sugar  per  acre,  6  cutterd,  with  4  tvem. 

—  1  }     -    Sitto     -    -     8  ditto     -     -   4  ditto. 

—  1        -     ditto    -     -  10  ditto    -    -  6  ditto. 

—  }     -    ditto    -    -  12  ditto     -    -  5  ditto. 

Number  of  loads  of  canes  which  one  cart  can  make  per  day. 
From  cane-piece  to  mill, — |  mile  distance,  10  loads,  with  1  loader  to  assist  loading. 

—  J    -    ditto    -     15  ditto      -      1  ditto    -     -    ditto. 

—  I    -    ditto    -    20  ditto      -     2  ditto    -    -    ditto. 

—  below  4    -    ditto    -     25  ditto      -      2  ditto     -    -    ditto. 
Number  of  turns  or  trips  which  1  muieman,  working  2  mules,  can  make  per  day. 

From  cane-piece  to  mill, — i  mile  distance,  20  trips. 

—  i    -    ditto    -     25  ditto. 

—  below  J    -    ditto    -     30  ditto. 
Number  of  labourers  required  about  a  set  of  works,  to  make 

1  i  ton  of  sugar  in  16  hours     -    2  tons  of  su^r  in  16  hours. 
Cattle  mill,  at  mill-house, — 15  labourers      -      -     -      .    -     17  labourers, 
at  boiling-house,  9  ditto       -      -      .      -       -    -      9  ditto. 

Number  of  gallons  of  liquor  from  a  cattle-mill, — 200  gallons  per  hour  from  rattoons ;  250 
gallons  per  hour  from  plants. 

If  the  machinery  be  upon  an  improved  construction  from  the  old  mills,  or  mules  are 
worked, — 250  gallons  per  hour  from  rattoons;  300  gallons  per  hour  from  plants. 
Number  of  skips  of  sugar,  from  one  set  of  coppers,  having  a  single  tache,  12  skips  in  16  hours. 

—  from  one  set  of  coppers,  having  two  taches,  18  skips  m  16  hours. 

Memorandum.— My  cattle-mill  at  Anchovy  is  one  of  CoUinge's  patent  horizontal 
mills,  rollers  5  feet  long,  2  feet  diameter,  and  with  10  or  12  steers,  3  cane-carriers,  and 
4  green-trash  carriers  and  2  feeders,  grind  whenever  required,  400  gallons  per  hour,  plants 
or  rattoons.  H,  W.  P. 

1  i  ton  sugar  in  16  hours.         2  \  tons  su^r  in  16  hours. 
Water-mill,  at  mill-house  -        -         12  labourers     -----     16  labourers. 

—         at  boiling-house    -        -  9  ditto      ------     12  labourers. 
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JAMAICA.       Number  of  gallons  of  liquor  from  a  water-mill, — 400  gallons  per  hour  from  rattoons;  460 
-  gallons  per  hour  from  plants. 

Number  ol  skips  of  sugar,  from  one  set  of  coppers,  having  a  single  tache,  12  skips  in  16  hours. 
—  from  one  set  of  coppers,  having  two  toches,  21  skips  in  16  hours. 

Pasturage : 
Number  of  labourers  to  dig  holes  for  planting  Guinea-grass, — 10  labourers  per  acre. 
Number  of  labourers  to  plant  Guinea-grass  (the  plants  being  laid  down  on  the  spot), — 

12  labourers  per  acre. 
To  clean  Guinea-grass,  not  very  weedy,  cleaned  every  year, — 6  labourers  per  acre. 

—  Guinea-grass,  not  very  foul,  deaned  every  second  year, — 7  labourers  per  acre. 

—  Common  grass,  not  very  weedy,  cleaned  every  year, — 5  labourers  per  acre. 

Masons : 
To  pull  down  an  old  stone  wall,  clearing  away  its  foundation,  and  rebuilding  wall,  size  of 

base, — high  4  ft.  6  in.,  top  1  ft.  6  in.,  bottom  3  ft., — 6  labourers  per  chain  per  day. 
To  break  stpnes  for  repairing  roads  and  intervals, — 12  bushels  per  labourer  per  day. 
—  for  lime-kiln, — 24  bushels  per  labourer  per  day. 

Coopers: 
To  dress  up  staves  from  rough  and  truss  off  sugar  hogsheads,  3  hogsheads  in  2  days  per 
labourer. 

Ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    -----  sugar  tierces,  2  tierces  in  1  day  per  labourer. 

Ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    -----  rum  puncheons,  3  puncheons  in  2  days  per 

labourer. 
To  hoop  ofif  and  put  in  bottom  for  curing-house,  sugar  hogsheads,  2  hogsheads  in  1  day  per 
labourer. 

Ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    -----    suear  tierces,  3  tierces  in  1  day  per  labourer. 

To  dress  up  staves  from  rough,  hoop  off  and  completely  finish,  sugar  hogsheads,  1  hogshead 
in  1  day  per  labourer. 
Ditto    -    -    -    r    ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    -    -    -    -    sugar  tierces,   3  tierces  in 

2  days  per  labourer. 

Ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    -    -    -         ditto    -    -    .    -    rum  puncheons,  2  puncheons 

in  3  days  per  labourer. 
To  prepare  heads  from  white-pine  boards,  and  head-up  sugar  for  wharf, — if  previously  levelled 
off  and  rammed,  10  hogsheads  in  1  day  per  labourer. 

Ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    ------    if  not  levelled  off  and 

rammed,  8  hogsheads  in  1  day  per  labourer. 

Carpenters  and  Sawyers : 
To  fall  trees,  cross-cut  and  split  fr«e-grained  wood,  shingles,  170  in  1  day  per  labourer. 
Ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    ------    staves,  170  in  one  day  per  labourer. 

To  rip  down,  after  the  log  is  pitted  and  lined,  soft  wood,  as  cedar,  &c.,  76  running^  feet  to 
2  labourers  per  day. 

Ditto    -    -    -    -    ditto    -----    hard  wood,  as  bullet  tree,  60  running  feet  to 

2  labourers  per  day. 

Watchmen : 
To  trim  up,  lop  off,  and  buckle  in  a  logwood  fence,  6  chain  per  day  to  2  labourerg. 
To  cut  bamboos  and  notch  one  end  for  cattle  chain,  70  bamooos  per  day  per  labourer. 
To  raise  bamboo  rail  or  hog-stye  fence,  posts  8  feet  asunder,  raik  4  i  feet  high,  and  sunk 

18  inches  in  ground,  rails  and  posts  being  put  down  on  the  spot,  100  feet  to  2  labourers 

per  day. 

Ginger  Cultivation. 

To  plough  up  land  with  the  hoe,  30  labourers  per  acre. 

To  form  drills,  l8  inches  apart,  for  planting,  10  labourers  per  acre. 

To  plant  (the  plants  being  laid  down  on  the  spot),  6  labourers  per  acre. 

To  clean  and  mould,  not  being  too  foul,  12  children  per  acre. 

To  dig  in,  carry  home  and  scrape,  26  lbs.  net  per  day  per  able  labourer. 

To  scrape  (the  digging  and  carriage  done  by  others),  30  lbs.  net  per  day  per  able  labourer. 

Cultivation  of  Provisions. 

Woodland : 
To  fall  and  log  woodland,  20  labourers  per  acre. 
.  To  fidi,  log,  heap  up,  and  bum  off  woodland,  26  labourers  per  acre. 

Ruinate : 
To  clear  off  heavy  ruinate  land,  J  6  labourers  per  acre. 
—        light  ruinate  land,  10  labourers  per  acre. 

Necro  Yams : 


To  dig  stiff  soil,  hole  and  bank  30  inches  deep,  30  inches  in  base,  and  plant  off — 66  holes 
per  labourer  per  day. 
—    light  soil,  ditto  ditto  ditto,  and  plant  off— 76  holes  per  labourer  per  day. 
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Seed  Yams:  JAMAICA. 

To  dig  stiff  soil,  hole  and  bank  24  inches  deep,  «4  inches  in  base,  and  phnt  off— 76  holes        

per  labourer  per  day.  «.        \    , 

_    light  soil,  ditto  ditto  ditto,  and  plant  off— 85  holes  per  labourer  per  day. 

Plantains : 
To  dig  holes  12  inches  deep  and  12  inches  in  base,  and  plant  off— 100  holes  per  labourer 

per  day. 

Cocoas: 
To  dig  holes  10  inches  deep  and  10  inches  in  base,  and  plant  off— 272  holes  per  labourer 

per  day. 

To  clean: 
To  clean  1  acre  of  young  provisions  or  com — 10  labourers  per  acre. 

We,  the  undersigned  chairmen,  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  planters  for  the  nine  districts, 
through  the  parish  of  St.  James,  have  visited  the  several  properties  allotted  to  each  division, 
and  examined  the  several  bead-constables,  with  the  overseers,  touching  and  concerning  all 
such  matters  and  things  relative  to  their  former  and  present  cultivation,  and,  after  giving 
our  attentive  consideration  to  the  various  cases  of  culture  through  the  three  grand  districts 
of  sea-side,  being  generally  dry,— of  midland,  being  generally  seasonable, — and  mountains, 
being  generally  wet,  submit  the  foregoing  scale  for  nine  hours,  as  being  adapted  for  all  parties 

and  purposes. 

H.  W.  Plummer,  Chairman  of  district  No.  1. — See  my  exception  to 

No.  of  gallons  of  liquor  per  hour  (p.  65).     if.  W.  Jr. 
G.  M.  Lawson,  sen..  Chairman  of  district  No.  2. 
W.  S.  Gfignffnf  Chairman  of  district  No.  3. 
George  Cragg,  Chairman  of  district  No.  4. 
John  ClegAom,  Chairman  of  district  No.  *6. 
Geo.  Gordon,  Chairman  of  district  No.  6. 
fVm.  Heath,  Chairman  of  district  No.  7. 
Charles  O'Connor,  Chairman  of  district  No.  8. 
Henry  Hunter,  Chairman  of  district  No.  9« 


November  1836. 

Proposed  Scale  of  Labour  for  the  Preedial  Apprentices,  in  the  Parish  of  Trelawney,  Nine 

Hours. 

Cane-holes,  4  feet  square,  8  to  10  inches  deep : 

On  stiff-clayed  land,  80  to  70. 

On  light  land,  100  to  DO. 

Where  tlie  land  is  very  light,  120. 
To  cart  manure,  one  spare  cart  with  a  yoke  of  cattle  to  remain  in  the  pen  loading : 

On  level  land,  under  favourable  circumstances,  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  from  25 
to  30  loads. 

Under  other  circumstances,  20  loads. 

One  first-class  apprentice  to  load  8  or  10  carts  daily. 

To  carry  manure  from  the  heap  to  the  cane-holes,  14  per  acre,  or  200  holes  each. 

Tl!ie  tops  to  be  taken  from  the  intervals  as  dropped  from  the  cart,  10  to  14  first-class 
labourers  to  plant  an  acre  of  land,  or  270  to  200  holes  each. 
To  clean  out  ploughed  land  for  cane-holes : 

In  light  land,  6  to  8  per  acre,  or  460  to  360  holes  each. 

In  stiff  land,  8  to  10  per  ditto,  or  360  to  280  holes  each. 
First  cleaning  of  plants,  12  to  14  per  acre ;  second  class,  230  to  200  cane-roots  each. 

Second  claming,  when  part  of  the  bank  is  given,  and  supplied  where  required,  12  to  16 
per  acre  first  class,  or  230  to  170  cane-roots  each. 

Third  cleaning,  when  all  the  bank  is  given,  the  same. 
To  trash  canes : 

First  trashing  (plant  canes),  6  to  8  per  acre  first  class,  or  460  to  360  roots  each. 

Second  trashing,  6  per  ditto  ditto,  460  ditto. 

Third  trashing  (if  the  canes  are  lodged  partially,  8  to  10  per  ditto  ditto,  360  to  27Q  ditto. 

To  trash  rattoons,  6  to  8  per  ditto  ditto,  460  to  360  ditto. 

To  turn  trash,  4  per  acre,  680  ditto. 

To  clean  rattoons  when  moulded  carefully,  8  to  12  per  acre,  360  to  230  ditto. 

To  clean  rattoons  when  moulded  carefully,  supplied,  and  about  10  loads  of  manure  applied 
where  required,  per  acre,  16  to  20,  or  180  to  140  roots  each. 

To  clean  and  supply  rattoons  on  sea-side  estates,  6  to  8  per  acre,  460  to  360  ditto. 
Other  cleanings,  sea-side  estates,  4  to  6  per  acre,  or  680  to  460  ditto. 

Planting  estates,  6  to  8  per  acre,  460  to  360  ditto. 
To  tie  up  canes  and  hoe-plou^h,  22  first  class  per  acre,  or  126  holes  each. 

To  carry  manure  to  the  holes,  14  second  class  per  ditto,  or  200  ditto. 

To  cover  the  manure  after  being  hoe-ploughed,  8  per  ditto,  or  360  ditto. 
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JAMAICA.       To  clean  Guinea-grass  on  sea-side  estates,  when  well  established^  3  to  5  first  class  per  acre. 
— — — —  Ditto  in  the  interior,  5  to  8  ditto  per  ditto. 

When  partial  supplying  is  required,  10  to  12  ditto  per  ditto. 

Common  pasture,  wnen  annually  cleaned,  2  to  3  ditto  per  ditto. 

If  not  cleaned  for  2  years,  6  to  8  ditto  per  ditto. 
To  dig  Guinea-grass  holes  and  plant  them,  the  land  being  previously  cleaned,  W  to  22  per 
acre. 

To  clean  and  supply  it,  first  time,  8  to  10  per  ditto. 
One  grass-cutter  to  cut  9  mule-loads,  or  1  cart-load  of  grass  per  day. 

One  muleman  with  3  mules  to  load  and  convey  7  or  8  turns  per  day  for  a  distance  not  ex- 
ceeding 1  mile. 
The  same  number  of  turns  for  a  cart. 
To  build  stone  walls,  the  stones  brought  to  the  spot  : 

Base  3  i  feet,  height  4  J  feet,  top  16  inches. 

Four  first  class,  and  2  second  class  per  chain. 

The  same  will  apply  to  pulling  down  old  walls  and  rebuilding  them. 
One  first-class  labourer  to  oreak  9  bushels  of  stones  per  day  for  a  Ume-kiln. 
To  cut  canes  for  10  hogsheads  of  sugar  per  week  of  40  ^  working  hours. 

Cane-cutters  (canes  making  1  j^  hogshead  per  acre),  12  to  14  first  class. 

tyers,  5  to  6  second  class. 

Ditto  (canes  making  under  that  quantity),  16  first  class. 

tyers,  6  to  7  second  class. 
To  convey  canes,  if  the  road  is  level  and  not  exceeding  a  quaiter  of  a  mile,  14  to  16  loads 
each  cart  per  day  of  9  hours. 

If  hilly  and  exceeding  that  distance,  10  to  12  loads  each  cart,  2  loaders,  first  class  to  assist. 
Two  second  class,  elderly  people,  to  draw  and  tie  long  tops,  3  large  top-cart  loads  per  day. 
Each  top  cart  to  convey  10  loads  per  day. 

One  muleman  with  2  mules  to  convey  canes  to  the  intervals  to  supply  one  cane-cart. 
A  common  vertical  mill,  with  10  homed  stock,  to  grind  220  gallons  uquorper  hour. 

With  mules,  250  ditto  per  ditto. 

A  horizontal  mill  should  grind  more. 

Feeders,  2  first  class  to  turn  trash     -     1  first  class. 

To  carry  canes         -        -        -        -    3  first  class. 

To  carry  green  trash,  2  to  4,  according  to  the  distance  of  the  trash-houses. 

Boatswain        -----     1  first  class. 

Mill-boys         -----    5 

To  catch  stock  -        -        -        -    1 

To  clean  the  mill-bed,  a  child. 
Boiling  house : 

Boilers  (4  coppers)  -        -        -        -    4 

Syphon-man    -----     1 

Water-carriers  -        -        -        -     1 

Stokers  for  coppers  -        -        -        -     1 

Dry-trash  earners     -        -        -      3  or  4. 


This  establishment  is  calculated  to  keep  pace 
>  with  the  mill. 

according  to  ages  and  the  distance  of  the  houses. 


To  pot  sugar, — 1  first  class  to  pot  2  hogsheads  in  9  hours. 

Three  able  people  in  the  distillery  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  up  with  the  boiling-house  depart* 

ment. 
Coopers, — first  class  to  raise  3  hogsheads  in  2  days. 

To  hoop  off  and  bottom  2  ditto  per  day. 

To  raise  3  puncheons  in  2  days. 

To  finish  1  ditto  per  day ;  if  assisted  in  making  the  heads,  to  finish  3  puncheons  in  2  days. 

One  elderly  cooper  to  head  up  9  hogsheads  of  sugar  daily. 

Ginger  Cultivation. 

To  plough  up  land  with  the  hoe,  30  able  labourers. 

To  form  drills  18  inches  apart,  10  ditto. 

To  plant,  the  plants  being  laid  down,  5  second  class. 

To  clean  and  mould  (not  being  foul),  12  second  class. 

Dig  and  carry  home  and  scrape,  25  lbs.  net. 

To  scrape  (the  digging  carriage  done  by  others),  30  lbs.  net. 

The  parish  of  Trelawny  comprises  great  variety  of  soil,  and  various  modes  of  cultivation 
are  adopted. 

(signed)        J.  Z.  Walcott. 
George  Marrett. 
W.  Carey. 

Bernard  Scharschmidt. 
fV.  Dexter. 
James  Murray. 
T.  H.  Milner. 
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JAMAICA. 


Scale  of  Labour  to  be  Performed  by  an  Able-bodied  Laboorer,  in  a  day  of  Nine  Honn, 

in  the  Parish  of  Clarendon. 


Nature  of  the  Work  to  be  done. 

To  dig  cane-boles  4}   feet  by  4  feet  8  in. 
deep. 


To  cross-dig  trench-holes  ... 

To  open  cane-holes  after  the  plough,  when 

the  land  has  been  well  ploughed. 
To  plant  canes  with  basket  manure  heaped 

up  at  convenient  distances,  allowing   50 

loads  of  manure  to  the  acre,  and  to  drop 

the  manure  into  the  cane-holes. 
To  plant  canes  without  manure 
To  weed  young  plant  canes  6  weeks  after 

being  planted. 
To  weed  and  give  the  bank  to  young  canes 

when  fit  to  receive  the  same. 
To  trash  plant-canes  -        -        -        - 

To  trash  plant-canes  when  they  are  very 
rank,  and  are  much  lodged,  and  have  to  be 
bedded. 

To  trim,  trash,  and  mould  rattoons  when 
foul. 

To  cut  grass  to  supply  the  cattle-pens 

To    remove    cattle-pens,    post-holes    being 

dug. 
To  line  cane-holes  for  45  on  the  hoe 
To  fall  heavy  copper  wood  for  Guinea-com, 

to  heap  up  and  bum  off  the  same. 
To   clean  up    land  annually  cultivated   in 

Guinea-corn. 
To  winrow  the  same  -        -        -        . 

To  dig  corn-holes  .  -  -  -  - 
To  dig  cora-holes  in  stiff  land  -  -  - 
To  plant  Guinea-corn  -  -  -  . 
To  clean  Guinea-corn,  easy  land 
To  clean  Guinea-corn,  stiff  land 
To  single,  supply,  and  mould  Guinea-corn  - 
To  cut  in  the  gumea-corn  crop  -  -  - 
To  thresh  the  Guinea-corn  -        -        - 

To  plough  an  acre  of  easy  land  -        -        - 
To  Dili  and  clean  pastures  -        -        - 


To  trim  logwood  fences 
To  cut  canes     - 


To  carry  canes  to  the  mill 


To  pick  long  tops  for  the  cattle  pens  - 
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Number  of  Labourers  to  Perform  the  same. 

In  very  stiff  land,  60  holes. 

In  stiff  land,  70  ditto. 

In  light  land,  80  ditto. 

In  light  sandy  soil,  90  ditto. 

In  very  light  sandy  soil,  100  ditto. 

12  labourers  to  the  acre. 

15  labourers  to  the  acre. 

30  labourers  to  the  acre. 


12  labourers  to  the  acre. 
12  labourers  to  the  acre. 

-  -  15  labourers  to  the  acre  in  light  soils, 
and  20  labourers  to  the  acre  in  heavy  soils. 

-  -  8  labourers  to  the  acre  in  the  low  lands, 
and  10  labourers  to  the  acre  in  the  mountains. 

-  -  12  labourers  to  the  acre  in  the  low  lands, 
and  16  labourers  to  the  acre  in  the  moun- 
tains. 

-  -  14  labourers  to  the  acre  in  the  mountains, 
and  8  labourers  to  the  acre  in  the  low  lands. 

-  -  each  labourer  to  cut  3  top-cart  loads,  or 

8  mule  loads  of  200  lbs.  eacn. 

5  watchmen  in  1  day. 

1  man  and  2  boys  for  each  acre  of  land. 
24  labourers  to  the  acre. 

6  labourers  to  the  acre. 

5  labourers  to  the  acre. 

3  labourers  to  the  acre. 

4  labourers  to  the  acre. 

2  labourers  to  the  acre. 
4  labourers  to  the  acre. 

6  labourers  to  the  acre. 

9  labourers  to  the  acre. 

4  labourers  for  each  wain  load  of  Guinea  com. 

3  able  labourers  to  thresh  a  sugar  hogshead. 
1  ploughman,  3  boys,  and  24  good  cattle. 

3  labourers  per  acre  if  light, 

6  ditto  if  foul,  and 

9  ditto  if  very  foul. 

140  yards  for  each  pair  of  trimmers. 

90  yards  if  very  foul. 

-  -  6  labourers  to  cut  as  many  canes  from 
a  field  of  plants  capable  of  yielding  2  hogs- 
heads per  acre,  as  will  make  1  hogshead  of 
sugar,  with  3  tyers. 

9  labourers  and  3  tyers  fi'om  a  field  of 
first-class  rattoons. 

12  labourers  and  4  tyers  from  a  field  of 
inferior  rattoons. 

-  -  Each  wain  with  6  steers,  1  man  and  1 
boy  to  drive,  with  3  labourers  to  load,  must 
carry  16  loads  of  canes  to  the  mill,  provided 
the  distance  be  not  more  than  half  a  mile ;  if 
more  it  must  only  carry  12  loads ;  1  mule- 
man  to  every  3  mules,  must  load  and  carry 
18  mule-loads  per  day. 

-  -  2  second-class  labourers  to  collect  3  virain 
loads  per  day  in  the  mountains,  and  6  wain 
Ipads  per  day  in  the  low  lands. 

{continued) 
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JAMAICA.  Nature  of  the  Work  to  be  done. 

To  grind  the  canes,  with  a  lO-horse  power 
steam-engine,  horizontal  rollers,  or  a  water- 
mill,  with  vertical  rollers. 


To  carry  green  trash  -        ,        . 

To  boil  the  sugar  with  1  set  of  coppers 


To  building  stone  walls,  stones  being  on 
the  ground. 

To  throw  up  the  banks  of  a  ditch  and  penguin 
fence ;  the  ditch  being  6  feet  broad  at  the 
top,  2  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  4  feet  deep. 

To  cut  1  wain  load  of  stockadoes 

To  cut  1  wain  load  of  rails  .        -        - 

To  cut  and  chip  logwood  per  ton 

To  mind  stock  ..... 

To  make  a  lime-kiln  to  produce  40  sugar 

hogsheads  of  lime. 
To  make  1,000  bricks         .        .        .        - 
To  make  baskets,  the  material  being  found  - 


To  dig  yam  and  cocoa-holes 


To  make  pegs  .----- 

To  line  land  for  coffee,  6  feet  square  * 

To  plant  an  acre  of  coffee,  6  feet  square, 

plants  being  found  them. 
To  weed  an  acre  of  coffee  ... 

To  pot  the  sugar       -        .        .        .        - 

In  the  still-house      ..... 

To  cart  out  manure  .... 


To  cut  copper  wood  .        .        -        - 

To  fall  heavy  woodland,  to  lop,  to  heap  up, 
and  to  bum  off  the  same. 

To  split  staves,  to  say  to  fall,  cross-cut,  or 
junk,  and  then  to  split  the  same. 

To  hew  staves  ..... 

To  split  shingles        ..... 

To  hew  shingles         -        .        .        -        - 

To  fall,  junk,  and  split  heading  -        .        . 

To  saw  boards  -        - 

To  cut  mortice  posts,  with  4  eyes  in  each 
post. 

To  cut  mortice  posts,  with  3  eyes  in  each     - 

To  make  a  sugar  hogshead  from  red-oak 
staves. 

To  make  1  rum  puncheon  from  puncheon 
packs. 

To  prune  6-year  old  coffee  ... 

To  prune  7-year  old  coffee  ... 

To  prune  old  neglected  coffee     •        .        . 

To  pick  coffee  from  the  trees  in  full  bearing, 
and  to  carry  the  same  to  the  wprks,  pro- 
vided the  distance  does  not  exceed  1  mile. 

To  picking  coffee  from  the  trees  in  a  field 
where  the  coffee  bears  moderately. 

To  haad-pick  coffee  in  the  store 


Number  of  Labourers  to  Perform  the  same. 

4  cane-carriers. 
1  feeder. 
1  gutter  girl. 
1  boatswain. 

1  man  at  the  endne-boiler  to  grind  2,400 
gallons  of  liquor  from  rattoons,  and  3,200 
gallons  from  plants. 

3  labourers  for  steam-engine  or  water-mill. 

2  labourers  for  cattle-mill. 
3  boilers. 

1  stokehole-man. 

1  pan-man. 

2  dry-trash  carriers  should  boil  8  skips 
per  dav,  60  gallons  each  skip. 

8  buildfers  to  each  chain  of  66  feet. 

10  feet  for  each  able  labourer. 


1  able  labourer. 

1  able  labourer. 

-  -  5  labourers  per  day  if  the  wood  be  good, 

7  if  the  wood  be,  twisted. 

-  -  1  man  and  1  boy  for  every  100  head  of 
stock. 

500  able  labourers. 

18  able  labourers. 

2  baskets  for  manure. 

1  basket  for  trash  for  each  watchman  per 
day. 

-  -  Each  able  labourer  to  dig  70  n^o  vam- 
hills,  80  white  yam-hills,  or  200  cocoa-holes 
in  1  day. 

600  pegs  for  each  labourer. 
2  men  and  3  boys  to  the  acre. 
6  able  labourers  to  the  acre. 

10  able  labourers. 

-  -  1  labour  to  pot  2  hogsheads  of  sugar  per 
day. 

-  -  3  labourers  to  make  6  puncheons  of  rum 
per  week. 

-  -  1  wainman,  1  boy,  and  3  loaders,  with  a 
spare  wain,  must  carry  out  13  wain  loads 
per  day,  provided  the  distance  be  not  more 
than  half  a  mile. 

Each  labourer  to  cut  2  wain  loads. 
6  able  labourers  for  each  acre. 

100  staves  for  each  cooper. 

150  staves  for  each  cooper. 

200  shingles  for  each,  cooper. 

200  shingles  for  each  cooper. 

100  pieces  for  each  cooper. 

50  feet  per  day  for  each  pair  of  sawyers. 

60  posts  for  each  labourer. 

8  posts  for  each  labourer. 
1  cooper. 

1  cooper. 

150  trees  for  each  labourer. 
100  trees  for  each  labourer. 
60  trees  for  each  labourer. 
1  barrel  for  each  able  labourer. 


3  able  labourers  to  2  barrels. 

lOOlbs.  for  each  able  labourer. 
Alexandre  Bravo,  Gustos  of  Qarendon. 
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A  Sketch  or  Scal.e  of  Labour  applicable  to  the  Sugar  Estates,  Coffee  Plantations, 
Pens,  and  Pimento  Walks,  in  the  Parish  of  St  Ann,  as  laid  down  by  a  Committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  his  Honor  the  Custos ;  the  Committee  havm^  met  this 
20th  day  of  January  1837,  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  composed  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  various 
Committees,  who,  having  examined  several  Witnesses,  and  taken  the  matter  into  their 
serious  consideration,  are  of  opinion  the  following  Scale  of  Labour  is  adapted  for  the 
abovementioned  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  on  the  Nine  Hours'  System. 

1.  To  underwood  an  acre  of  woodland  for  felling,  and  felling  the  same  for  canes,  17  hands 

to  the  acre. 

2.  To  lop  and  log  an  acre  after  felling,  32  hands. 

3.  To  relog  and  neap  an  acre  of  land  after  a  running  fire  for  cane-holes,  12  hands. 

4.  To  hole  an  acre  of  new  land,  cutting  roots  where  required,  lined  4  feet  square,  45  hands 

or  60  holes  each. 

5.  To  plant  an  acre  of  new  land,  with  3  tops  in  each  hole,  of  4  feet,  tops  dropped  previously 

by  mules  in  heaps,  14  to  the  acre  or  200  holes  in  each. 

6.  To'hoe  off  and  stock  up  an  acre  of  old  cane-land  for  cane-holes,  10  hands. 

7.  K  umber  of  cane-holes  each  able  labourer  is  capable  of  digging  ner  day  of  the  following 

description  of  land,  the  holes  being  4  feet  square  and  0  incnes  deep:  In  light  hill- 
side land,  100  holes;  in  light  sandy  loam,  120  ditto;  in  flat  land,  not  of  a  stiff  clay, 
90  ditto ;  in  flat  black  mould  of  a  stiff  clayey  nature,  80  holes  for  men  and  70  for 
women. 

8.  To  line  and  peg  an  acre  of  land  in  4  feet  square  holes,  4  hands. 

9.  To  plant  an  acre  of  old  land  when  dunged  with  flying  pens,  or  otherwise,  4  feet  holes, 

3  tops  in  each  hole,  and  tops  previously  laid  on  the  piece  by  carts  or  mules,  digging 
up  bottom  of  hole,  and  covering  tops  with  partition ;  11  hands  or  250  holes  each. 

10.  To  thoroughly  hoe-plough  an  acre  of  rattoon  canes,  15  hands  or  181  roots  each. 

11.  To  clean  an  acre  of  plants  the  first  time,  not  over  foul,  10  hands  or  272  roots  each. 

12.  To  clean  an  acre  of  plants  the  second  time,  partially  banking,  10  hands  or  272  roots 

each. 

13.  To  clean  an  acre  of  plants  the  third  time,  giving  all  the  bank,  14  hands  or  195  roots. 

14.  To  give  an  acre  of  good  plants  the  first  thrashing,  8  hands  or  390  roots  each. 

15.  Ditto  ditto  second  trashing,  7  hands  or  390  roots  each. 

16.  Ditto  ditto  third  and  beddmg  up,  10  hands  or  227  roots  each. 

17.  To  trash  an  acre  of  first  rattoons  first  time,  7  hands  or  390  roots  each. 

18.  To  give  second  trashing,  7  hands  or  340  roots  each. 

19.  To  give  third  trashing,  7  hands  or  340  roots  each. 

20.  To  trash  an  acre  of  second  or  third  rattoons,  6  hands  or  450  roots  each. 

21.  To  turn  trash  per  acre,  when  not  very  foul,  and  supply,  7  hands  or  450  roots  each. 

22.  Number  of  hands  required  to  drop  a  lar^e  basket  of  dung  in  each  hole  of  an  acre,  con- 

taining 2,722  holes,  dung  previously  laid  on  the  piece  in  heaps  to  serve  an  acre  ;  13 
hands  or  220  baskets  of  50  lbs.  each. 

23.  Number  of  hands  required  at  the  works  to  make  1  hogshead  of  sugar  every  9  hours, 

with  a  cattle-mill,  mcluding  potting,  28  hands ;  for  a  water-mill,  20  hands ;  for  a 
steam-engine,  22  hands. 

24.  Nnmber  of  carts  required  to  supply  the  mill  at  1  mile  distance,  say  12  loads  on  the 

average  to  the  hogshead,  at  2,000  gallons,  and  with  one  leader  in  the  field,  3  carts  6 
cattle  each,  and  two  drivers  to  each  cart. 

25.  Number  of  mules  required  to  supply  the  carts  as  above,  if  not  allowed  to  run  in  the  piece, 

6  mules  and  3  men. 

26.  Number  of  hands  required  to  cut  canes  on  an  average  of  plants  and  rattoons  for  a  hogs- 

head every  9  hours,  when  not  much  lodged  or  rat  eaten,  11  hands. 

27.  Number  of  hands  required  to  tie  canes  on  an  average  of  plants  and  rattoons  per  hogshead 

every  9  hours,  5  able  hands,  or  7  of  the  second  gang  on  an  average. 

28.  Number  of  hands  required  to  draw  long  tops,  and  tie  the  same,  1  to  a  cart,  or  8  good 

mule  loads. 

29.  Number  of  hands  required  in  distill-house  to  make  an  average  of  4  puncheons  of  rum 

weekly,  4  i  days  to  the  week,  3,  if  wood  supplied  in  junks. 

30.  Number  of  hands  required  in  the  woods  to  fell  and  split  hogshead  staves,  10  hands  to 

the  M  of  1,200. 

31.  Number  of  hogshead  staves  to  be  rough  chopped  in  the  woods  per  day,  an  expert  chopper 

160,  indifferent  ditto  120. 

32.  Number  of  hogsheads  to  be  raised  per  day  per  man,  1  |  country  staves,  2  American  ditto. 

33.  Number  of  hogsheads  to  be  hoopea  and  bottomed  complete  for  sugar  from  the  all-ready 

raised  casks  per  day  per  man,  1  i  country  staves,  2  of  American. 

34.  Rum  puncheons  to  be  raised  per  week  at  4  J  days  per  man,  3  out  of  the  rough  staves, 

packs  1 J  per  day,  or  5  weekly. 

35.  Number  of  hands  required  to  clear  off  an  acre  of  ruinate  land,  and  heap  it  for  Guinea- 

grass,  12  if  not  very  heavy,  15  if  heavy. 

36.  Number  of  hands  required  to  clear  off  an  acre  of  ruinate  land  for  a  running  fire,  10  if  not 

very  heavy,  12  if  heavy. 

37.  Number  of  hands  required  to  hole  an  acre  of  land  for  grass  at  18  inches  distance,  and 

to  plant  the  same,  grass  previously  dropped,  10  if  not  rocky,  14  if  very  rocky. 
154.  G  4  d8fc  Number 
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JAMAICA.        38.  Number  of  feet  1  pair  of  sawyers  can  saw  in  a  day,  the  timber  being  pitted,  46  feet  of 
.  hard  wood  and  60  feet  of  cedar. 

39.  Number  of  apprentices  required  to  build  1  chain  of  stone  wall  per  day,  the  wall  being  4 

feet  6  inches  on  the  base,  38  inches  on  the  top,  and  6  feet  high,  the  stones  being  carted 
to  the  place,  6. 

40.  Number  required  to  rebuild  a  chain  of  stone  wall  per  day  of  the  above  dimensions,  6. 

41.  What  number  of  mortice-posts  of  3  holes  in  each  should  a  labourer  get  daily,  10. 

42.  What  number  of  hands  is  required  to  make  a  safe  half-acre  flying  pen,  with  mortice-posts 

and  rails,  in  a  day,  posts  and  rails  being  ready,  and  13  posts  on  each  side,  and  4 
rails  to  each ;  6  at  an  average. 

43.  What  number  of  mule  loads  of  grass  should  be  cut  daily  per  cutter,  8  mule  loads. 

44.  What  number  of  trips  of  grass  should  a  man  make  with  2  mules  daily  at  half-mile  dis- 

tance, 8. 
46.  What  number  of  carts  should  be  loaded  daily  by  each  able  loader  of  crop-dung,  carts 
measuring  3  feet  8  inches  by  7  feet  4  inches,  and  1  foot  8  inches  deep,  4. 

46.  Number  of  cart  loads  of  canes  or  manure  to  be  carried  daily  by  one  cart,  the  distance 

being  half  a  mile,  12  loads  per  day. 

47.  What  number  of  hands  should  put  60  loads  of  dung  per  day  into  a  square  heap  of  16 

feet,  dung  dropped  as  usual  by  the  carts,  12  hands. 

48.  What  Quantity  of  stones  should  an  able  hand  break  per  day  for  a  road,  stones  laid  to 

hand,  the  same  will  appertain  to  a  lime^kiln,  3  }  common  herring  barrels  without 
bottom. 

49.  What  number  of  yam-holes,  14  inches  deep  and  2  feet  broad,  and  heaped,  is  required  of 

an  able  labourer  dail^,  80. 

60.  What  quantity  of  land  just  planted  in  canes  should  a  labourer  plant  daily  with  com,  at 

4  feet,  with  a  bill  for  the  dibble,  1  4  acre. 

61.  What  number  of  corn-holes  should  a  labourer  dig  daily  in  old  cane  land,  2,000. 

62.  To  underwood  and  fell  woodland  for  coffee,  17  hands  to  the  acre. 

63.  Lopping  and  logging  the  same,  16  hands  to  the  acre. 

64.  Burning  off  land  and  pegging  the  same  for  coffee,  7  hands  to  the  acre. 

65.  Collecting  plants  and  planting  same,  12  hands  to  the  acre. 

66.  Weeding  coffee  per  acre,  10  hands  when  heavy,  8  when  light. 

67.  Picking  coffee  in  the  field,  to  be  laid  on  barbacues  at  1  mile  distance,  maximum  to  be 

laid  at  .1  barrel  each,  minimum  ditto  at  J  barrel  each. 

68.  Pruning  coffee,  16  hands  to  the  acre. 

69.  Hand  or  table-picking  coffee,  what  quantity  should  a  labourer  pick  daily ;  of  unpulped 

90  lbs.,  of  pulped  126  lbs. 

60.  Splitting  shingles,  8  hands  and  a  cook  to  the  merchantable,  1,000. 

61.  At  what  rate  should  apprentices  travel  with  a  load  of  40  shingles,  or  12  staves,  per  hour ; 

^  miles  coming  and  going. 

62.  Paying  due  attention  to  the  stock,  at  what  rate  should  they  travel  to  and  from  the  wharf, 

including  detention  to  unload  and  load  there,  2  miles  per  hour. 

63.  Pimento  : — 1  breaker  to  4  pickers,  first  gang,  should  give  daily  2  barrels ;  1  ditto  to  6 

ditto,  second  gang,  ditto. 

64.  Cutting  wood  for  each  apprentice,  1  to  each  cord  daily. 

(signed)         Ckas.  Smith, 

Benj.  Scott  Moncritffe. 
H.  Smallwood. 
Wm.  Fairtceather. 
Raymond  Shelly. 


In  compliance  with  the  request  of  his  Honor  the  Gustos,  the  proprietors  and  managers  of 
estates  in  the  district  of  Manchionealy  in  the  parish  of  St.  l^homas-in-the-Eastf  met  at  Man- 
chioneal  Harbour,  on  Tuesday  the  8th  day  of  November  1836,  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion the  recommendation  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  as  to  the  fixing  of  a  general  seals 
of  labour,  when  a  committee  of  inquiry  was  appointed.  The  committee  visited  several  estates, 
and  examined  the  constables  belonging  to  them,  and  made  their  report  at  another  meeting, 
held  on  the  12th  day  of  November,  when  the  scale  of  labour  set  down,  hereunto  annexed, 
was  fixed  on  and  agreed  to  as  adapted  to  the  district  of  Manchioneal. 

The  scale  is  confined  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  estates,  as  there  are  no  coffee  plantations 
in  the  district,  and  only  one  or  two  settlements  where  arrow-root  is  made. 

(signed)        John  Cargill,  Senior  Magistrate. 

At  a  meeting  of  magistrates,  proprietors,  attomies,  and  managers  of  the  district  of  Man- 
chioneal, called  by  John  Cargill,  esq.,  senior  magistrate,  by  desire  of  his  Honor  the  Gustos, 
on  Tuesday  the  8th  day  of  November  1836,  for  the  purpose  of  frammg  a  scale  of  labour  to 
be  performed  by  apprenticed  labourers  \n  the  said  district,  we,  the  undersigned,  being  named 
a  committee  for  the  said  purpose,  have  come  to  the  following,  which  we  beg  to  submit : 

That,  in  the  inland  part  of  this  district,  the  soil  is  chiefiv  black  mould  on  clay  or  chalk- 
stone,  and  the  Bourbon  cane  principally  cultivated.    In  the  lower  or  sea-side  the  soil  m  some 

parts 
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parts  consists  of  loamy,  in  others  clay  or  grit,  and  the  Violet  and  Mont  Blanc  cultivated;        JAMAICA. 
the  scale  is  therefore  framed  accordingly.  ^    ..     '  '    ' 

1.  In  digging  eane-holes,  land  lined  4  feet  square,  S  feet  opened  within  the  bank,  not  more 

than  8  inches  deep,  the  row  aH  along  dug  ont,  leaving  no  bar, — in  light  and  giitty  sand 
100  holes,  women  00 ;  in  stiff  land  men  to  dig  80,  women  70. 

2.  In  planting  with  manure,  the  dung  heaps  not  more  than  »0  yards  apart, — ^24  to  the  acre, 

at  the  fate  of  not  more  than  60  wain  loads  of  maniure  to  the  acre,  the  land  being  in  iiir 
order. 

3.  in  pku^ng  wiAout  Hianure,*-<^2  totbe  aore,  plants  on  the  spot 

4.  In  cleaning  and  banking  plants, — 20  to  the  acre. 

5.  In  reheving  sprouts,  or,  as  commonly  called,  tuming  trash, — 6  to  the  acre. 

0.  In  el^aoing  and  moulding  rattoons, — 16  to  the  acce ;  20  to  the  acre  if  the  land  is  stiff. 

7.  In  booting  or  first  trashing  plants, — 16  to  the  acre. 

8.  In  all  other  trashings, — 10  to  the  acre  if  not  heavy  and  lodged. 

9.  In  cutting  canes  to  make  1  hogshead  x)f  sugar  of  18  cwt.,^— 16  if  very  heavy  and  lodged. 

if  good  standing  Bourbon  plants,  and  ^ood  yiekling,  6  jcutters  and  ty^s,  at  the  rate  of 
2  to  6  cutters ;  if  indifferent  and  yielduig  well,  8  cutters ;  if  Viom  or  Mont  Blanc 
plants  of  very  good  quality  and  jfieldinjf,  9  cutters ;  if  of  moderate,  quality  and  yiekl- 
mg,  12  catters.    Tyers tbesame  as  for  Sourbon canes. 

10.  In  cutting  rattoons  for  1  hogshead, — ^if  Bourbon,  8  cutters ;  if  Violet  or  Mont  Blanc,  12 

cutters :  tyers  as  befove. 

11.  In  hoeing  off  or  cleaning  for  holing, — 20  to  the  acre. 

12.  In  billing  pastures, — ^if  k>u1,  6  to  tne  acre ;  if  moderate,  4  to  the  acre. 

13.  In  stocking  up  cane^stools,  if  canes  newly  c«t, — 8  to  the  acre. 

14.  In  digging  yam-hills  and  planting, — 80  per  day,  as  usually  dug  in  provision  grounds. 
16.  In  di^ng  cocoa-holes  and  planting, — 200  p«r  day. 

16.  In  Jibing  plantain-holes  and  planting^ — 160  per  day. 

17.  In  planting  Indian  com  through  cane-noles  or  provision  grounds, — 2  to  the  acre. 

18.  In  uiigging  Gutnea-com  holes  and  planting, — 4  to  6  to  the  acre,  according  to  the  land. 

19.  In  digging  Guinea-grass  holes  and  planting,  the  grass  ready  on  the  spot, — 12  to  the  acre. 

20.  Numner  of  wain  loads  of  manure  that  can  be  carried  out  by  two  wains,  one  loading  and 

the  other  carrying,  with  two  drivers  and  three  fillers,  at  a  distance  not  more  than  half 
a  mile, — 24  loads  per  day. 

21.  Number  of  wains  or  mules  to  carry  canes  to  make  1  hogshead  sugar  on  moderate  level 

roads  per  day,  not  at  a  greater  distance  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile,^~12  mules  or  2 
wains  ef  Bourbon  canes,  16  mules  or  wains,  at  the  rate. of  2^  of  Violet  or  Mont  Blanc. 

22.  One  able  hand  to  cut  9  mule  loads  copper  wood  per  day. 

Second  Gang. 

23.  If  first  cleaning  young  plants  and  supplying, — if  not  foul^  and  requiring  few  supplies, SO 

to  the  acre. 

24.  In  cleaning  and  half  banking  plants, — 20  to  the  acre  on  stiff  soil,  16  on  light. 
26.  In  full  banking  and  cleaning, — 26  on  stiff  soil,  20  on  light. 

26.  In  cleaning  and  moulding  rattoons, — 20  on  light  soil,  26  on  stiff. 

27.  In  relieving  sprouts,  xx*,  as  commonly  called,  turning  trash,^— 7  to  the  acne. 

28.  J  n  planting  Indian  com, — ^the  same  as  the  great  gang. 

29.  In  cleaning  pastures, — 6  to  the  acre  if  not  heavv. 

30.  lahoeingoa  fer  boling,-^26  to  the  acre  if  moaerate. 

Third  Gang. 

31.  In  light  work,  such  as  commonly  employed  at  weeding  young  plants,  planting  com, 

&c.  &c.| — the^ame  as  the  second  gang. 

32.  Grass-cutters  weeding  as  they  cut, — ^if  good  grass,  7  mule  loads ;  if  indifferent,  6  mule 

loads  per  day. 

33.  Grass-cutters  drawing  long  tops, — 12  mule  loads  per  day. 

34.  An  efficient  cooper  to  make  at  the  rate  of  1  sugar  hogshead  per  day,  or  3  mm  puncheons 

per  week. 
36.  Number  of  apprentices  required  about  the  works  to  make  a  day's  work  of  2  hogshead 
sugar  (water-mill), — 1  btmtswain,  2  feeders,  3  cane  carriers,  3  green-trash  carriers,  1 
filUng  baskets,  1  cleaning  mill-bed,  3  dry-trash  carriers,  1  stokerman,  6  boilermen, 
1  «uflar  potter;  total,  21. 

36.  Ditto  ditto  to  make .6  hqgsheads  per  week,— 17  apprentices;  4  in  addition  whece  there 

is  a  cattle-mill. 

37.  In  the  distilling,  where  2  hogsheads  sugar  are  made  per  day,  3  men  are  required ;  where 

6  are  made  per  wedc,  2  men  sMffici^nt. 

(signed)       Janw  M^WiUu^m. 
James  Help$. 
George  Ward. 
Frawis  Mfirtm* 
This  scale  of  work  has  been  approved  of  by  the  undermentioned  constables  befbre  the 
committee,  and  in  the  presence  ot  several  other  constables. 

Richard  Hughes^  Apprentice  to  6,each. 
James  Brown,  ditto,  feetty's  Hope. 
Abraham  fValker,  ditto,  Spring  Valley. 
Michael  Cosens,  ditto,  Muirtown. 
154.  H 
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REPORT  for  the  District  of  Plantain-Garden  River,  and  along-shore  to  the  East  of 
Port  Jt/arantf  as  to  the  Quantity  of  Labour  capable  of  being  penormed  by  Apprentices 
under  a  System  of  Task-work. 

1.  To  dig  cane-boles  4  i  feet  by  4,  8  inches  deep, — 76  each  able  man  or  woman,  but  when 

the  ground  is  very  hard,  65. 

2.  To  clean  out  the  holes,  drop  45  loads  dung,  and  plant  the  canes,  dung-heaps  35  yards 

apart, — 22  to  the  acre. 
8.  To  plant  canes  without  manure, — 10  the  acre. 

4.  Givmg  the  bank  to  young  plants,  the  first  and  second  time  by  young  people,— 9  to  the 

acre. 

5.  Giving  bank  to  plant-canes  the  third  time,  and  taking  off  any  loose  trash, — 9  to  the  acre. 
•  6.  Trashmg  plant-canes  at  7  months  old,— 9  to  the  acre. 

7.  In  stockmg  up  cane-roots,  and  preparing  the  land  to  dig  into  cane-holes, — 8  to  an  acre. 

8.  Turning  trash,  and  cleaning  rattoons  a  month  old, — 8  to  tiie  acre. 

9.  Turning  trash,  and  moulding  rattoons, — 11  to  the  acre. 

10.  How  many  ought  to  turn  trash,  weed,  and  mould,  first  rattoons  6  weeks  old,  and  put  in 

supplies  where  required, — 11  to  the  acre. 

11.  In  cutting  and  tying  canes  suflScient  for  1  hogshead  sugar,  18  cwt.,— 10,  working  9  hours 

each  per  day. 

12.  Number  reqmred  in  the  boiling-house  to  make  3  hogsheads  sugar  per  day,  15  hours,—* 

5  boiler-men,  2  stockers,  2  dry-trash  carriers,  1  pan-man,  1  potter,  1  gutter-deaner^ 
1  to  clean  boiling-house,  &c. ;  total,  13. 

13.  Number  required  m  the  mill-house  and  cane-yard  to  make  3  hogsheads  su^ar  per  day, 

12  hours, — 2  mill-feeders,  4  cane  carriers,  4  green-trash  carriers,  1  cleanmg  mill-bed, 
and  1  constable  to  superintend ;  total,  12. 

14.  Number  of  wains  to  carry  canes,  say  half  a  mile,  to  make  3  hogsheads  sugar  in  a  day  of 

9  hours, — 3  wains,  6  drivers,  and  1  hand  to  assist  in  loading  the  wains. 

15.  Number  of  wain  loads  of  manure  that  can  be  carried  out  by  two  wains,  one  loading  and 

the  other  carrying,  with  two  drivers  and  two  fillers,  at  a  distance  not  exceeding  half 
a  mile, — 20  loads  per  day, 

16.  In  cleaning  pastures, — 7  per  day  per  acre,  if  cleaned  annually. 

17.  Number  per  acre  for  cleaning  Guinea-grass  pieces, — 6  per  day. 

18.  To  hoe  off  pasture-land  and  dig  holes  for  planting  Guinea-grass, — 25  per  acre. 

19.  To  plant  the  Guinea-grass  roots  on  the  spot, — 7  per  acre. 

20.  Digging  Guinea  corn-holes,  cleaning  on  the  land,  and  planting  holes  2  feet  apart,  Imid 

not  too  foul, — 27  to  the  acre. 

21.  In  planting  Indian-corn  through  cane-holes, — 2  to  the  acre. 

22.  Grass-cutters,  weeding  as  they  cut, — each  grass-cutter  to  cut  8  mule  loads  Guinea-grass 

per  day. 

23.  A  boy  with  8  mules,  how  many  loads  of  Guinea-grass  ought  he  to  give  per  day, — 30 

loads. 

24.  How  many  square  feet  of  trenching  should  a  man  deepen  in  a  day, — 500. 

25.  Di^gin^  yam-holes  4  feet  from  top  of  each  hill,  and  3  feet  deep  from  top, — 1  able  man 

should  aig  60. 

26.  Cutting  wood  in  cords  of  8  feet  long,  4  feet  broad,  and  4  feet  high, — 1  man  per  cord.  - 

27.  To  cut  3  holes  each  in  mortice-posts, — an  able  man  should  cut  10  per  day,  posts  at  hand, 

(signed)        John  Renwick,\ 
Joseph  Miller,  I 
M,  Thompson,  I  Committee. 
James  Blount,  [ 
John  Crockett,  J 


REPORT  for  the  District  of  St.  Thomas-in'the-East,  West  of  Port  Morant,  as  to  the 
Quantity  of  Labour  capable  of  being  performed  by  Apprentices  under  a  System  of 
Task-work. 

Number  of  cane-holes  to  be  dug  in  a  day  of  9  hours,  the  holes  to  be  4  feet  square,  on 
stiff  clay  soil,  on  level  ground, — 70  holes. 

Ditto  on  similar  soil  on  a  hill-side, — 76  holes. 

Ditto  on  brick  mould  or  alluvial  soil, — 100  holes. 

Number  of  hands  to  drop  dung  on  an  acre  of  level  land  when  the  dung-heaps  are  on  the 
land  or  in  the  intervals, — 12  second  class. 

Ditto  on  a  hill-side, — 15  ditto.  ^ 

Number  to  dig  cane-stumps  previous  to  holing  1  acre,— 3  first  class. 

Number  required  to  plant  1  acre,  the  tops  put  down  at  convenient  distances,— 15  first 
class,  or  20  second  class. 

Number  of  wain  loads  of  tops  to  plant  1  acre, — IS  loads. 

Number 
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Number  of  hands  required  for  first  weeding  dittO| — 12  third  class^  if  no  g^rass ;  but  if  foul,        JAMAICA. 
1^  third  class.  — -— 

Ditto  second  weeding,  and  giving  part  of  bank, — 12  second  class. 
Ditto  third  weeding,  and  giving  remainder  of  bank, — 12  first  class. 
Ditto  to  turn  trash  and  hoe  an  acre  of  ratoons  2  months  old,  if  foul, — 9  first  class. 
Ditto  to  trash  an  acre  of  canes  gone  through  twice  or  thrice,  and  not  lodged,— -5  first  class. 
Ditto  to  trash  an  acre  where  there  is  no  grass, — 6  first  class. 
Ditto  to  cut  canes  yielding  2  hogsheads  per  acre,  and  making  2  hogriieads  per  day,  with 

1  set  of  boiiars, — 9  cutters  and  3  tyers,  able  workers. 

Ditto  to  cot  canes  makii^  one  hogshead  per  acre, — 12  cutters  and  4  tyers. 
IKtto  to  carry  canes  to  muce  2  hogsheads  per  day  on  good  level  roads,  the  distance  between 
AefieU  aadl  die  naU  not  more  than  a  quarter  mile, — 3  wains  with  2  ,drivers  each,  and 

2  sisoond-dass  woikers  to  assist  in  loading. 

Ditto  about  the  works  where  the  machinery  and  boilers  are  capable  of  making  2  hogs- 
heads per  day, — 1  boatswain,  2  mill-feeders,  3  cane-carriers,  1  mill-bed  cleaner,  4  green-trash 
carriers,  3  dry-trash  carriers,  6  boiler-men,  1  pan-man,  2  stockhole-men,  1  sugar-potter : 
total,  23. 

Ditto  to  fill  and  carry  out  45  loads  of  dung  per  day,  distance  not  more  than  a  quarter 
mile,  1  wain  filling  and  3  carrying, — 3  first  class. 

Ditto  to  heap  up  dung,  60  loads  to  each  heap, — 6  second  class. 

Ditto  to  drop  dung,  60  loads  to  the  acre, — 16  second  class. 

Hands  required  to  plough  half  an  acre  from  clay  or  light  land,  commencing  at  dawn,  and 
working  till  11  a.  m.,  re-commencing  at  3  p.  m.  and  working  till  sunset, — 2  able  men  to  hold 
the  plough,  and  2  second-class  drivers,  with  8  cattle. 

Ditto  to  plough  half  an  acre  of  stiff  land  per  day,  turning  up  all  the  land  as  they  go,  and 
working  the  same  time  as  above, — 2  able  men  to  hold  the  plough,  and  3  second-class  drivers, 
with  12  cattle. 

Ditto  to  hoe  off  an  acre  of  cane-land  per  day  before  penning  or  digging,  grass  not  long, — 

3  first  class,  or  12  second  class. 

Ditto  to  move  a  mortice-post  and  rail  cattle-pen,  coutaming  half  an  acre,  in  a  day,*- 10 
watchmen. 

Ditto  to  cut  grass  sufficient  to  sunply  100  cattle  in  die  pen  in  ordinary  quantity  of  grass, — 
7  grass-cutters,  or  9  mule-loads  each. 

One  able  hand  should  make  10  mortice-posts,  3  holes  each  per  day. 
One  able  hand  should  cut  a  cord  of  wood  for  the  still-house  per  day. 
Bill'mg  pastures  and  taking  out  sour  grass,  per  acre, — S  able  hands. 

Billing  Guinea-grass  pastures  neglected  3  years,  per  ttcie, — 12  able  hands. 

To  dig  holes  and  plant  grass ;  carrying  same,  per  acre,  12  able  hands. 

To  hoe  off  land  to  plant  Guinea-corn,  8  hands;  digging  corn-holes,  6  hands;  planting,  3 
hands,— 17  per  acre. 

To  pliiit  an  acre  of  Indian  com  in  cane-holes,  planting  the  com  3  feet  apart, — 5  second 


Coffee  Planting. 

Number  of  hands  required  to  fall,  lop,  and  bum  off  one  acre  of  high  woodland  ready  to 
plant  coffee, — 137  hands* 

Number  of  hands  to  line  and  plant  the  coffee,  and  make  roads  through  the  piece  on  hilly 
land, — 36  hands. 

Number  of  hands  required  for  the  first  weeding, — 16  children. 

Ditto  for  second  weeding, — 1&  children. 

Ditto  to  clean  an  acre  of  rainate  with  light  wood,  to  plant  coffee,  and  line  the  grounds, — 
60  hands. 

Ditto  to  hoe  an  acre  of  coffee  the  third  cleaning,  if  foul, — 12  hands. 

Quantity  one  hand  should  pick  if  coffee  fully  npe,^-3  biushels. 

To  prune  an  acre  of  coffee  where  ordinary  care  has  been  taken,-— 20  hands. 

To  pmne  an  acre  that  has  been  long  neglected,-»40  hands. 

Number  of  hands  required  to  clean  an  acre  of  old  coffee  that  is  foul,  or  very  grassy, — 
10  hands* 


(signed)        Thotrnu  Thomson," 
Ken.  M^Pherson, 
Charles  Scott, 
John  Renwick, 


Committee, 
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AT  a  Gsvmai/ Meetino  of  the  Planters  held  at  MandtnlU,  on  the  12th  day  of  November  1836,  J.  R,  Tomlinson,  Esq.  in  the  Chair,  th« 
following  Scale  of  Day  Labour  for  each  abU-bodied  A[^raatice,  working  Eight  Hours  per  Day,  was  fiaed  oa. 


N.B.^ 

The  figures  marked  thus  (*)  are 

calculates  itt  the  satt4 

}  pmpotBdB,  agMcMfble 

to  tite  niae-bour  kyitaft 

i« 
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Woodland,  per  Acre. 
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Weeding  Cofiee,  per 
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No.  of  Trees  each. 
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•7 

•6 

•10 

•7 
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•4 
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302  1    201 

173 

134 

•280 

♦168 

♦112 

•90 

•» 

•31        ♦S 

♦6 
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♦280 
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Felling, 

Hewing, 

Hewing 

^       -s^ 
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sg 
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If 

Canying  same, 

not  exceeding 
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picking 
.    Coffee  in 
Store, 

Labourer. 

Crosg-cutting,  and  Splitlkig, 
per  Pair  of  Labourers. 

par  Cooper. 
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1 

a 

O 

bo 

a 

IS 
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li 
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1 
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i 

ir 
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a 
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per  Pair  of  Saw, 

Sawing  Boards 
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a  V  o 

s.2i 

1  barrel 
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--SqU.of 
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1*0 
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250  *     200 

I 

50  ft.    70  ft. 
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StoS 

IS 

bush. 

hand-pick, 
ing,      and 
100  lbs.  to 
2<N)lbs.  of 
clean  coffee. 

300  a6  - 

1 
1 
i 

I 

•5  barrels 

— 

•9qt8.Tiatitf- 

♦280 '& 

*335 

•ieo 

♦450 

•T68 

♦140 

•280     ^226 

•6  per 

•66  ft.  ♦78  ft. 

MO  to  16 

♦10 

per  week.  I            |    picking.    | 

♦336. 

1 

week. 

C.  p.  B«Ty,  Custos. 


To  Ihe  Honourable  JoAit  MaU* 

St.  Andrew's,  14  December  ld36. 
The  dfffbt^nt  cowntittees,  appointed  by  your  Honor,  to  form  a  scale  of  labour  for  thi^ 
parish,  have  concluded  that  the  following  is  as  near  as  we  possibly  can  determine,  with 
justice  to  all  parties,  and  allowing  the  day's  labour  to  be  of  nine  hours. 


6. 


1.  Di^ng  cane-holes  on  fallow  land  wtfli  the  hoe,  «5Re  of  holes  to1)e 

4  ftet  by  4  ffeet,  and  9  inches  deep  and  It  inches  bottom  of 
hole,  an  able  labourer  can  dig  per  aay. 

2.  And  when  the  land  has  been  broken  up  previously  with  the  plough, 

a  labourereim  dig  pier  day  (if  wearier  favourable). 

3.  And  wiren  -life  land  is  fbrtoed  into  cane-holes,  and  only  requires 

cleaning  out  at  bottom,  an  able  labourer  can  clean  out  per  day 
in  the  genertil  tun  of  soil. 

4.  And  when  the  land  is  formed  into  furrows  for  cane-holes,  and  re- 

quisite to  be  dug  cross-ways  to  the  ploughing,  an  able  labourer 
can  dig. 
6.  Fallow  ploughing :  2  men  and  1  boy,  with  8  steers  in  harness,  and 
Wilkins'  patent  improved  plough  can  plough  per  day  to  lay  fisd- 
low  (10-inch  deep  furrow)  |  an  acre. 
Cane-hole  ploughing :  i  men  and  1  boy,  with  8  steers  in  harness, 
and  Wilkins'  plough  can  plough  into  cane-holes  an  acre  per 
day.     Plough  to  work  4  hours  in  morning  and  4  in  evening. 
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8. 


9. 


10 

ir 

12. 


Planting  canes  on  the  generality  of  soil  in  the  parish,  tops  put 

around  the  cane  piece  per  acre  of  able  labourers. 
Planting  canes  ana  dropping  the  manure  into  the  holes  (dune 

being  in  a  heap  in  each  acre)  of  able  labourers  per  day^  (70  load 

per  acre). 
First  cleaning  of  young  plants  in  wet  seasons,  and  not  more  than  six 

weeks  aged,  if  able  labourers,  per  day  per  acre. 
If  in  dry  seasons  and  few  weeds  therein      -        -        -        -        - 
Cleaning  the  young  plant  the  second  time,  and  banking  them,  of 

able  labourers,  per  acre. 
If  the  dung  or  manure  is  to  be  given  in  the  bank,  it  will  take  per 

acre. 

13.  Third  cleaning  and  taking  off  the  bottom  trash  off  the  young  plants, 

able  labourers  per  acre* 

14.  First  trashing  of  the  plant  canes  when  aged,  able  labourers  per 

acre. 
16.  Second  trashing  of  same    -------- 

16.  Third  trashing  and  bedding  of  cane  from  0  to  12 

17.  Turning  of  trash  immediately  after  canes  are  cut,  say  10  days,  able 

labourers  per  acre. 

18.  Turning  trasn,  if  delayed,  as  the  stools  must  be  moulded,  able 

labourers  per  acre. 

19.  Trashing  ana  cleaning  the  ratoon  cane  when  not  foul  of  gr^ss,  (if 

foul,  12). 

20.  Trashing  and  cleaning  the  ratoon  cane  the  second  time  per  acre    - 

21.  Cutting  of  cane  for  crop,  12  cutters  and  6  tyers  (in  all  18),  are 

capable  of  cutting  cane  sufficient  for  2  hogsheads  per  diem,  or 
10  hogsheads  per  week,  (of  46  hours). 

Or  it  would  be  more  feir  and  just  to  all  parties  to  t^ak  each 
and  every  cutter  to  cut  three  full  and  proper  wain  loads  (6  steers 
therein)  per  diem,  making  in  all  15  loads  per  week,  to  be  cut  by 
each  cutter  (tyers  are  not  counted),  therefore,  if  the  cane  yielded 
spontaneously  or  otherwise,  it  would  make  no  difference  to  the 
labourer,  but  if  they  are  tasked  to  cut  oaaes  for  any  number  of 
hogsheads  per  week,  a  difference  might  take  place,  for  some 
canes  may  nave  juice  in  abundance,  and  others  have  but  little, 
therefore  twice  tfaie  number  of  canes  would  be  requisite  for  th^ 
quantity  of  sugar. — Remark :  In  heavy  plant  canes  a  labourer 
will  cut  more  than  three  loads  per  day,  and,  in  ratoon  canes,  not 
so  much,  therefore  the  aveltig^  oan  he  put  at  3  loads  per  day. 

N.B. — Eighteai  full  aftd  j^oper  loads  of  canes  should  make 
a  hogshead  of  sugar  of  18  cwt. 

22.  Waining  or  carting  of  canes  to  mill-house  :  3  wains,  with  6  steers 

to  each  wain,  with  man  and  boy  to  said  wain,  and  with  1  loader 
allowed  to  each  wain,  are  capable  of  bringing  home  to  mill  all 
such  canes  cut  by  the  foregoing  number  of  cutters  from  a  dis- 
tance of  1  mile  from  mill ;  2  wains  are  sufficient  when  within 
the  half  mile. 

23.  Manufacture  of  the  produce :   The  want  of  improvement  in  our 

mills  and  boilers  (or  coppers),  as  well  as  the  construction  of 
flues  for  aiding  the  well  working  of  the  latter  implement,  no  cor- 
rect or  exact  task  can  be  given  as  to  the  quantity  of  labour  to 
be  performed  ;  but,  for  the  satisfection  of  those  who  wish  the 
information,  we  conclude  that  it  is  a  very  poor  cattle-mill  which 
does  not  grind  for  4  hogsheads  sugar  per  week  of  45  hours ; 
and  a  very  poor  water-mill  which  is  not  capable  to  grind  canes 
sufficient  for  6  hogsheads  sugar  per  45  hours ;  further,  as  to  the 
boiling,  it  is  a  very  poor  sett,  and  must  be  badly  constructed 
coppers  or  boilers  which  cannot  boil  into  sugar  at  the  rate  of 
2  hogsheads  per  diem  of  9  hours,  especially  when  there  may  be 
4  boUers  and  clarifiers.  However,  as  regards  the  manufacture 
of  the  produce,  your  committee  have  to  state  it  would  be  giving 
all  parties  justice,  if  upon  all  properties,  and  each  property  in 
the  district,  a  statement  of  work  so  done  in  mill  and  boiling- 
house  during  the  45  hours  in  any  one  week  on  such  quantity  of 
labour  having  been  proved  to  have  been  performed.  Let  such 
be  the  guide  of  manager  and  magistrate.  If  such  takes  place 
there  will  be  no  differences  between  manager  or  apprentices. 


154. 
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JAMAICA. 


24.  Su^r  Dotting  or  curing :  1  labourer  to  pot  at  the  rate  of  2  hoffs- 
oeads,  or  3  tierces,  or  1(V  barrels  per  diem.    No  delay  to  ttoie 

f)Iace. 
1-house  labour :  2  able  labourers  are  capable  of  itmnuftctur- 
ing  into  spirit  (rum)  the  sweats  given  by  8  hogsheads  of  su^ar 
in  each  and  every  week,  taking  one  week  with  the  other  during 
the  crop. 

26.  Wood-cutting :  if  wood  thick,  3-4th  of  a  cord ;  if  scarce,  one-half  a 

cord  per  day. 

27.  Making  of  casks :  2  able  coopers  (labourers)  will  make  8  hogs- 

heads per  week,  or  6  puncheons  (between  both),  provided  staves 
are  good,  and  deal  heading  given  for  the  hogsheads'  heads. 

28.  Carting  or  waggoning  to  Kingston :  a  vraggon  with  12  steers,  men 

and  boys  in  proportion  as  drivers,  and  carrying  full  loads  (or  at 
the  rate  of  4  cwt.  for  each  and  every  a^r),  can  travel  at  the 
rate  of  3  miles  an  hour  on  the  roads  we  usually  have  in  the 
parish. 

29.  Manuring :  1  wain  with  6  steers,  man  and  boy,  can  take  out  15 

full  loads  of  dung  per  diem,  distance  not*^more  than  half  a 
mile ;  if  to  a  further  distance,  in  proportion,  and  loaders  or  dung- 
fillers  must  be  allowed  to  cause  no  delay  to  the  wainmau. 

30.  Heaping  maimre  so  taken  to  the  field :  10  labourers  can  heap  up 

into  a  square  of  15  x  16  feet,  and  4}  in  heij^ht,  one  such 
heap  per  diem ;  and  such  heap  will  contain  60  mil  and  proper 
wain  loads,  and  the  dung  must  be  taken  by  the  wainman  as 
close  as  possible. 

31.  Feeding  for  stock,  or  cattle  on  estates  or  properties :  It  is  generally 

the  case  to  employ  weakly  or  aged  women  for  such  purpose, 
and  ihe  usual  quantity  cut  is  8  mule  (back)  loads  per  diem. 
The  weight  of  a  mule  load  is  about  100  lbs.  Guinea-fi:ra8s ;  in 
some  grass  tli^y  will  cut  more ;  15  such  cutters  should  cut  and 
supply  feeding  for  200  head  of  stock. 

32.  Carrying  such  grass  to  pens :  4  men  with  3  mules  each  vrill  carry 

all  such  grass  so  cut  by  the  15  cutters,  to  any  pen  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  such  place  the  grass  may  be  cut  on  ; 
if  to  a  farther  distance,  in  proportion. 

33.  Cane  top  feeding:    Such  hands  as  are  generally  gnuuMnitters 

vtrill  tie  up  of  cane  tops  at  the  rate  of  three  cart  loads,  or  two  wain 
loads,  per  diem,  for  each  and  every  hand. 

34.  Carrying  thereof:  As  there  is  a  material  difference  in  the  carriage, 

wemit,  and  bulk,  it  is  proper  to  show  it  as  follows :  that  one- 
halfthe  number  of  mules  is  only  required,  if  employed  (by  back 
loads),  if  mule  carts  are  employed,  one. cart  can  carry  as  fa9t  as 
five  can  tie. 
85.  Great  com  or  maize ;  planting  thereof  in  cane-holes :  Two  hands 
will  plant  an  acre  per  day. 

36.  Breaking*in  thereof:     Four  labourers  will  break  in  an  acre  per 

diem  of  heavy  yielding  (say  10  bushels  to  the  acre  fit  for  market). 

37.  Guinea-corn  :    Clearing  up  land  for  such,  digging  cane-holes,  and 

planting  (an  acre),  able  labourers. 

38.  Giunea-com :  singling  and  moulding,  per  acre      -        -        -        - 
30.  Fences  :   Making  a  penguin  fence,  digging  the  ditch  four  feet  wide, 

three  feet  deep,  and  penguins  on  the  spot,  per  chain,  of  able 
hands. 

40.  If  only  to  repair  a  penguin  fence,  and  trim  the  same     -        -        - 

41.  Making  mortice-posts  for  cattle-pens  or  fences :  One  able  labourer 

will  make  eight  per  diem,  of  tnree  eyes  in  each  post,  out  of  the 
raw  material  or  timber.  If  posts  of  four  eyes,  six  per  diem ;  the 
bringing  out  of  the  woods  a  separate  job. 

42.  Making  of  cattle-pens :     Flying  pens,  eight  labourers  will  put  up 

the  four  sides  and  complete  the  same  in  the  day,  provided  posts 
and  rails  are  laid  down  on  the  spot,  and  when  the  pens  require 
removing,  6  hands  are  sufficient,  there  being  only  3  sides 
(size  of  pens,  one  acre). 

43.  Midcing  of^  stone  walls,  either  for  purpose  around  cane  pieces,  or 

otherwise :  Twelve  labourers  (used  to  walling)  will  erect  48  feet 
per  day,  in  length,  2  feet  G  inches  at  bottom,  and  2  feet  at  top, 
and  4  feet  6  inches  in  height.  All  the  stones  for  the  purpose  to 
be  laid  down  on  the  spot,  at  hand  of  labourers. 
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46 
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44.  Stone  breaking :  Stone  for  lime-kiln ;  1  labourer  to  break  2  }  bar- 

rels per  day,  or  16  cwt. 

45.  Thatching  of  Neero  houses  :  A  labourer  will  thatch  90  square  feet 

per  diem,  eacn  lath  to  be  7  inches  apart,  thatch  to  be  of  the  fan- 
mn  or  broom  thatch,  and  the  same  to  be  at  the  building  so 
erecting,  and  assistance  ^ven  in  handing  up,  or  8  labourers  will 
thatdi  off  a  Negro  house  m  one  day,  size  16  by  20  feet,  and  pitch 
in  proportion  to  size. 

Cultivation  of  Guinea-grass :  To  stock  up  (or  hoe  off  all  ruinate 
erass  stubble)  an  acre  per  day,  fit  to  dig  grass-holes  (able 
labourers). 

Five  hands  will  dig  the  grasa-holes  in  such  land  so  got  ready,  an 
acre  per  day. 

Ten  hands  will  procure  the  grass  roots,  if  in  the  adjoining  piece, 
and  plant  the  same,  an  acre  per  diem. 

Qeanine  and  supplying  thereof :  Ten  labourers  to  the  acre,  pro- 
vided the  seasons  have  been  favourable  (if  not  12  hands). 

Cleaning  thereof  after  being  established,  and  allowing  the  piece  to 
be  cleaned  once  per  annum :   Labourers  per  acre  per  diem. 

Billing  and  heaping  of  bush  in  a  pasture  which  has  been  neglected : 
8  to  10  labourers  per  acre  per  diem. 

50.  Labourers  for  the  works,  or  the  manufacture  of  produce.    The 

number  depends  on  the  construction  and  situation  of  the  build- 
ings. However,  your  committee  can  state,  tfiat  between  mill- 
house,  boiling-house,  and  still-house,  the  number  which  should 
be  employed,  must  be  from  16  to  20  where  water-mills  are,  and 
where  cattie-mills  work  the  number  must  be  more. 

51.  The  foregoing  description  of  labour  is  scaled  out  for  the  9  hours 

per  diem,  it  bein^  the  wishes  of  the  planters  and  managers  gene- 
rally in  the  pansh,  so  as  the  labourer  cannot  tax  managers 
withholding  anjr  boon  from  them.  Further,  your  committee  can- 
not conclude  without  expressing  their  sincere  wish  that  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  would  express  a  wish  to  the  special  magis- 
trates m  the  parish  to  endeavour  and  get  the  apprenticed 
labourers  to  adopt  the  task-work,  if  such  scales  as  are  sent  in 
may  be  approveo  of,  as  it  would  be  the  means  of  doing 
away  with  a  great  deal  of  punishment ;  and  if  such  could  be  at- 
tained, the  feeling  would  be  what  any  well-wisher  would  wish. 
The  system  would  work  better  at  present,  and  if  so,  must  work 
still  better  in  future. 

We  have  farther  to  state,  that  a  uniform  system  should  be  observed  with  the  shells,  either 
on  sugar  or  coffee  properties,  as  near  as  possible.  Shells  should  be  blown  at  one  stated  time 
by  all.  We  have  further  to  remark,  that  if  a  scale  of  wages  could  be  worked  upon  by 
master  and  apprentice,  and  such  scales  fixed  throughout  every  parish,  it  would  tend  to  public 
good ;  and,  it  made  on  ikir  and  equitable  terms,  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  the  means  of 
settling  the  minds  of  the  labourers  in  that  respect,  when  in  a  state  of  freedom. 

N.  B.— There  is  a  very  bad  practice  prevailing  in  the  parish ;  the  Negroes  are  employed  in 
their  own  time  by  small  proprietors  and  others  (who  have  no  interest  but  for  the  present  moment) 
at  an  exorbitant  hire  ;  the  consequences  of  which  is  too  evident  to  any  observer.  Their  houses 
and  grounds  are  going  to  destruction,  and  provisions  extremely  scarce ;  this,  too,  has  a  very 
bad  tendency  in  another  point  of  view,  if  we  look  forward  to  1840.  If  this  system  is  encou- 
raged there  will  not  be  a  Negro-ground  in  cultivation,  or  a  dwelling  standing,,  for  their 
comfort  and  shelter ;  besides,  what  money  they  earn  by  those  jobs  is  soon  expended  (in  most 
instances)  in  scenes  of  degrading  debauchery,  and  the  Negro  is  without  anything  to  sustain 
him  for  the  ensumg  week.  Our  sheep-pens,  poultry-yams,  &c.,  bear  ample  testimony  how 
their  wants  are  supplied.  This  is  a  suoject  of  a  very  serious  consideration  for  us,  or  perhaps 
for  our  Legislature.  Your  committee  now  conclude  by  stating,  that  they  are  not  aware  of  any 
other  description  of  labour  which  is  performed  in  this  parish,  than  what  is  remarked  upon 
herein,  and  the  remarks  made  are  intended  for  the  benefit  of  our  labourers.  On  behalf  of 
such  committee  appointed  by  your  Honor, 

I  remain,  &c. 
(signed)         G.  fV.  Park,  Chairman, 


JAMAICA. 
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SouA 

rf  Laioub  to  be  performed 

on  Coffee  Plantations,  in  Nine  Hours, 

in  the  Parish  of  5t.  Andrew, 

Clearing  Land, 
per  Acre. 

il 

J2;o 

Planting,  per  Acre. 

CleaniogCoffBe; 
No.  of  Trees  6  ft  apart. 

Pruning; 
No.  of  Trees  6  ft.  apart. 

Picking  Cefiee. 

No.  required  to 
Underwood  and 
Fall. 

No.     to     Lop, 
Bum,  and  Clear 
for  Planting. 

2   . 

II 

No.ofPlanUto 
be  put  in  by  One 
ditto,  ap.  6  ft. 
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1  ditto 

Picking  for  Market 

No.ofYamHilU 
each  Labourer. 

i 

I 
.3^ 

1 

J, 

■E.& 

Sawing  Boards ; 

a  Pair  of  Sawyers 

in  a  Week, 

Pitting,  &c. 

1 

2 
2   . 

No.  of  Fathoms  of  Pimento 
to  be  bUled  by  each  Ap- 
prentice. 
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2 
2 

11 
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It 

180  lbs.    100  lbs. 

80 

1 

50     1       100 

110 

4 

20 

160  ft. 

180 

400 

200 

200 

1    sh  . 

3  labour- 

ers  to  m 

chain. 

ApproVttl  of  by  tfie  CuMlablei  in  the  diftieiit  Districts. 

(signed) 


R,  Smith,  Chairman,  Western  District 
Hinton  East,  Chairman,  Eastern  District. 
Ckm.  SatchtU,  Red  Hill  District. 


JAMAICA.        A  Scale  of  Labour  to  be  performed  by  effective  Apprenticed  Labourers  iu  the  Upper 

Districts  of  St.  Thomas-dn-the-Vak.    The  Soil  is  a  light  black  Mould  on  a  rotten  sandy 

Rock,  or  light  sandy  or  Brick  Mould ;  the  chief  Productions  are  Coffee,  Pimento, 
Ginger,  Arrow  Root,  Ground  Provisions  of  all  Sorts,  and  some  excellent  Pasturage. 


Description  of  Work. 


Quantity  of  Work  to  be  perfemed 
by  one  or  more  Laboorers^  inone 
liaj  of  9  Hours. 


1.  Cutting  down  wood  land  and  cleaning,  ready  for 

planting  coffee       ------    35  labourers  per  acre. 

3.  To  fell  and  clear  off  ruinate  land,  and  heap  up  and 

burn  the  same        ------     14        -per  acre. 

3.  To  prepare  light  ruinate,  as  above       -        -        -     12        -        per  acre. 

4.  To  hoe  off  common  pasture  land  for  corn  or  pro- 

visions -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -12        -        per  acre. 

5.  To  stocking  up  pastures,  grubbing  up  bad  weeds, 

when  very  foul      -----.8-        per  acre. 

6.  To  performing  the  same  work,  when  the  pastures 

have  been  cleared  once  a  year  and  not  foul      .      4        -        per  acre. 

7.  To  line  land  for  coffee,  in  squares  of  6  feet,  3 

labourers  employed         .        -        -        .        -      1  acre  per  day,  pegs  being  fur- 
nished. 

8.  Number  of  pegs,  18  inches  long,  to  each  labourer  1,000  per  day. 

9.  To  plant  an  acre  of  coffee,  6  feet  square,  with  a 

stake,  plants  being  furnished  -        -        -        -      6  labourers  per  acre. 

10.  To  dig  an  acre  into  holes,  10  inches  deep,  6  inches 

wide,  and  plant  the  same  with  coffee        -        -     14  labourers  per  acre. 

11.  Weeding  an  acre  of  young  coffee,  com,  or  provi- 

sions    --------8  per  acre. 
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Quantity  of  Work  to  be  performed 
Description  of  Work.  by  one  or  more  Labourers,  in  one 

^^^_^^^  Day  of  9  Hours. 

12.  Hoeing  an  acre  of  bearing  coffee,  when  very  foul       lo  per  ditto,  at  same  time  to  6tri|k 

the  tree  of  suckers,  parasite 

13.  Quantity  of  ripe  coffee  each  labourer  to  pick  and  plants,  &c. 

deliver,  distance  not  exceeding  one  mile;  viz. 

When  in  heavy  bearing  -        -        -        -  3  bushels  of  9  imperial  gallons. 

When  in  moderate  ditto  -        -        -        -  2  ditto     -    ditto. 

.  When  in  scanty  ditto       -        -        -        -  1  ditto     -    ditto. 

To  pick  up  ground  coffee         -        -        -  4  to  |  ditto    -    ditto. 

14.  To  sorting  coffee  in  the  honse,  fit  for  market  when 

pulped ;  viz- 
First  quality,  including  sifting  -  180  lbs.  each  labourer. 
When  cured  in  the  cherry  -  -  -  -  no  lbs.     ditto. 
Re-sorting  the  triage       -  .  -  -  200  lbs.     ditto. 
35.  Two  men  pulping  by  hand  machine  -  -  -     14  bushels  per  hour. 

16.  To  prune  coffee,  when  heavy       -  -  -  -     50  trees  each  labourer. 

17.  To  prune  coffee,  when  light         -  -  -  -  100  ditto    -    ditto. 

18.  To  picking  pimento  off  the  trees,  one  lopper  and 

four  strippers,  when  in  heavy  bearing       -        -       2  barrels  (a  herring-barrel  with 

bottom  out). 
Same  in  light  bearing  -        -        -        -        -       1  J  barrel. 

19.  To  winnowing  and  bagging  of  pimento        -        -     10  bags  to  each  labourer. 

20.  To  dig  yam  hills,  the  hole  2  feet  diameter,  1  foot 

deep,  filling  up  same  with  trash,  and  heaping 

up  mould  thereon  ------  100  each  labourer, 

21.  To  plant  cocoas  at  3  feet  square,  digging  holes  and 

putting  in  the  plant,  plants  being  furnished     -      6  per  acre. 

22.  To  plant  plaintain  suckers,  plants  being  furnished    300  each  labourer. 

23.  To  plant  great  com,  4  feet  by  2  feet,  with  the 

digging-bill   -        -        -        -        -        -        -3  per  acre. 

24.  To  hole  land  for  com  with  the  hoe,  4  feet  by  2  feet      4  per  acre. 

25.  To  plant  same  with  seed  corn      -        -        -        -       i  per  acre. 

26.  To  building  dry  stone  walls,  3  ^  feet  broad  at  the 

base,  10  inches  at  top,  and  4  }  feet  high,  and 

carrying  the  stones  within  200  yards  distance  -    24  to  the  chain. 

27.  To  making  mortice-posts  (3  holes)       -        -        -     10  posts  each  labourer. 

28.  To  setting  up  mortice  posts  and  rail  fence,  6  feet 

distance  apart,  materials  being  on  the  spot      -      2  labourers  to  5  chains. 

29.  To  making  stake  and  rail  fence,  materials  being 

on  the  spot    -----  -       1  labourer  to  1  chain. 

30.  To  digging  ditches,  5  feet  by  1  wide  and  3  feet 

deep      --------4  labourers  to  1  chain. 

31.  Quantity  of  lumber  a  pair  of  sawyers  are  to  cut 

through,   assistance    being  given   to  pit  the 

lumber  -        -        -        --        -        --50  feet. 

32.  A  gang  of  4  men  to  fell,  cross  cut,  and  split  shin- 

gles, 22  inches  long  and  3  to  5  feet  wide        -  800. 

33.  Same  for  staves,  42  inches  long  -        -        -        -  400. 

34.  To  hew  or  draw  shingles     -----  350  to  each  labourer. 

35.  To  hew  staves    -        - 200  to  each  ditto. 

36.  Road-work  :  Quantity  of  stones  a  labourer  should 

break,  no  piece  to  be  larger  than  a  hen's  egg, 
or  weigh  more  than  4  ounces,  materials  being 
on  the  spot   -------4  barrels  to  each  labourer. 

37.  Lime-kiln :  cutting  wood     -        -        -        -  1  cord  per  day  each  labourer. 

38.  Quarrying  and  breaking  stones   -        -        -        -      4  barrels  each  labourer. 

39.  Digging-in  ginger,  from  a  good  bearing       -        -      5  to  6  bushels,  equal  to  300  or 

360 lbs.  each  labourer. 
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JAMAICA.  ri       •  *•        rw    i  Quantity  of  Work  to  be  perfonned 

_^__^___^  liescnption  ot  Work.  by  one  or  more  Labourers,  in  one 

Day  of  9  hours. 

40.  Same  from  ruinate,  or  bearing  indifferently  -  200  to  250  lbs.  each  labourer. 

41.  Handscraping  ginger,  when  dug  -        -        -        -    55  lbs.  each  labourer. 

42.  Digging  and  handscraping  -        -        -        -    30  lbs.  each  labourer. 

43-  Digging-in  arrow  root 6  bushels  of  60  lbs.  each. 

44.  Digging  and  peeling  ditto  -        -        -       1  J  bushel  each.. 

46-  Opening  or  holeing  land  for  ginger  or  arrow  root, 

1  foot  square  ---..-     15  labourers  per  acre. 

46.  Planting  ginger  or  arrow  root      -        -        -        -      8  ditto  per  ditto. 

47.  Cutting  grass  and  lying  it  -        -        -        -        -  40  bundles  of  28  lbs.  each. 

48.  Carrying  boards,  light  timber,  shingles,  corn,  &c.  -        3  miles  per  hour,load50  to  6olbs- 

49.  Breaking-in  great  corn  and  husking  same    -        -  10  bushels  each  labourer. 

50.  Weighing,  threshing,  and  winnowing  great  corn  -      6  bushels  each  labourer. 

(signed)  R.  R.  Parker^  Ragville. 

JR.  JIf.  White,  Carew  Castle. 
William  fVorger,  Rio  Magno. 
Isaac  LyoHy  Kentcombe. 
Edward  Wright,  Belgar. 


A  Scale  of  Labour  to  be  performed  ^by  Able  Appuentices  on  the  Sugar  Properties,. 

St.  Thomas^n-the-Vale. 


^,..    ,.         Description  of  Work  to  be  performed  ^"';rfo'r^'"iTwnlrbv^^^^^ 

Cultivation.      ^^  ^^le  People  in  a  Day  of  9  Hours.  J,  oJh^^iLe 

1.  Preparing   Land:  Clearing  off  land  formerly  in 

cultivation,  and  preparing;  it  for  standing  pens; 
carrying  the  hoemgs  and  trash  into  the  pens, 

each  bemg  40  feet  square,  3  to  the  acre  -        -  6  apprentices  to  each  pen,  or  iB* 

per  acre. 

2.  Digging  post  holes  for  cattle-pens  or  fences         -  108  for  each  labourer. 

3.  Heaping  up  the  manure  on  these  pens,  each  having 

25  to  30  cart  loads,  well  digested    -        -        -  6  to  each  pen. 

4.  Cane  Holes  :  Digging  cane-holes  of  4  feet  square^ 

8  inches  deep ;  viz. 

In  stony  land          -                 -        -        -  60  holes. 

In  stiff  clayey  soil  -----  70  ditto. 

In  deep  black  mould        -        -        -        -  80  ditto. 

In  light  or  sandy  soil       -        -        -        -  9^  ditto. 

Opening  holes  after  the  plough   -        -        -        -  12  per  acre. 

5.  Manuring :  Dropping  manure  and  planting  canes  28    ditto. 

6.  Planting  canes  alone  -        -        -        -        -        -  lo     ditto. 

7.  Planting :  First  cleaning  and  supplying  plant  canes  lo    ditto. 

8.  Second  cleaning  and  light  moulding    -        -        -  14    ditto. 

9.  Banking  and  taking  off  any  loose  trash  -  -  14  ditto. 
10.  Cleaning :  First  trashing  of  plants  -  -  -  8  ditto, 
n.  Canes:  Second  trashing      d  bedding                    -  12     ditto. 

12.  -        Third  ditto  and  ditto      -                           -  12     ditto. 

13.  Turning  trash 6    ditto. 

14.  Cleaning  and  moulding  ratoons,  trash  having  been 

turned  sometime  previous        -        -  ditto. 
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<Jultivatioii. 


Description  of  Work  to  be  performed 
by  able  People  in  a  Day  of  9  Hours. 


Number  of  Apprentices  required  to 
perform  such  Work  by  the  Acre, 
or  otherwise. 


JAMAICA. 


15.  Thrashing  ratoons  for  the  first  time,  and  cleaning       12  per  acre. 

16.  Ditto         ditto      for  the  last  time      ...       6    ditto. 

17.  Cutting  Canes :  Cutting  plant  canes  (cultivation 

as  alx>ve),  and  yielding  not  under  2  hogsheads 
per  acre,  to  make  a  hogshead  sugar,  including 
tyers     -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -9  labourers. 

a8.  Cutting  ratoon  canes  to  make  a  hogshead  sugar, 

yielding  a  hogshead  per  acre  -        -        -        -      13     ditto. 

19.  Number  of  cart  Toads  to  be  carried  to  the  field,  not 

exceedinghalf-a-mile  distant  from  works         -      12  cart  loads. 

no.  Mill  house  Department :   Number  of  people  re- 
quired about  the  mill,  if  a  water-mill,  grinding 
300  gallons  per  hour      -----       9. 
If  a  cattle-mill,  extra  hands      -        -        -        5* 
If  ratoon  canes,  250  gallons  per  hour. 

21.  Boiling-house:  Number  of  people  required  about 

the  boiling-house  to   boil  a  hogshead  sugar, 

having  only  one  set  of  coppers        -        -        -        8,  including  trash-carriers. 
Id  still-house,  to  make  five  puncheons  weekly, 
requiring  no  water  to  be  carried  -        -       2. 

22.  Wainage :  Carrying  out  manure,  marl,  or  loam,  to 

a  distance  not  exceeding  half  a  mile        -        -      16  loads  each  cart. 
Loaders  for  the  same  -        -        -        -        -       2  for  each  cart. 

23.  Cutting  wood,  in  cords  of  8  feet  and  4  by  4  feet  -        1  for  each  cord. 
Cutting  bamboos  on  same  scale  -        -        -        1  for  two  cords* 

24.  Cutting  grass,  by  persons  usually   employed  at 

such  labour  -.--..-2  cart  loads  of  grass,  carts  for 

each. 

25.  Picking  cane  tops      .-.-..       4  cart  loads  for  each. 

26.  Cutting  and  making  mortice-posts,  with  3  mortices 

in  each  -        -        -        -        -        -        -10  posts  each. 

Ditto    -     -    mortice-posts,  with  4  mortices         -       8    ditto. 

27.  Falling,  cross  cutting,  and  splitting  heading  for 

hogsheads     -------    150  pieces  each. 

28.  Making  hogsheads,  each  cooper  -        -        -        1  nogshead  complete 
Making  tierces  -                 ...        -        -        1  tierce  and  a  half. 

Making  puncheons,  in  a  week  of  40  i  hours         -       3  puncheons  complete  for  one 

cooper. 


(signed) 


John  Munro, 
George  Rees. 
Robert  Roach. 
John  Aris. 
Hot.  Stevens. 


A  Scale  of  Agbicultural  and  other  Laboub,  on  the  Nine  Hours' System,  to  oc 
performed  by  the  Apprentices  on  the  Sugar  and  other  Plantations,  &c.  8cc.  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  John^  as  fixed  by  Average  of  general  Opinion,  given  at  a  Meeting  of 
the  Proprietors,  Managers,  and  others,  hem  for  that  purpose  at  Point  Sill,  on 
Saturday  tiie  5th  day  of  November  1836,  and  simplified  by  the  Committee  that  was 
there  appointed  this  16th  day  of  June  1837. 

Cultivation  of  the  Sugar  Cane. 

Chopping  up  and  heaping  cattle-pens ;  number  of  able  hands  for  each  heap  of  55  wain 
iloads,  11. 

Stocking-up  or  hoeing-off  the  usual  description  of  fallow  cane-lands,  preparatory  to 
re-opening;  per  acre,  10  to  12. 

Digging  cane-holes  on  particularly  stiff  land,  dimensions  4  feet  by  4,  and  depth  6  to  8 
inches ;  number  of  holes  per  day  each  able  hand,  55. 

Digging  cane-holes   on  all  other  descriptions  of  land,  dimensions  4  i  feet  by  4,  and 
depth  8  to  10  inches ;  number  of  holes  per  day  each  able  hand,  60. 

Cross-holing;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  15. 

Distributing  dung  from  heaps^  each  heap  being  in  the  centre  of  an  acre,  giving  as  above 
stated;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  19. 

Trimming  cane-tops  in  the  intervals,  carrying  and  planting  the  same,  and  moderately 
trenching  the  land;  number  of  able  hands  per. acre,  10. 

Weeding  and  supplying  young  plant  canes;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  10  to  12. 

Root-trashing  and  full-banking  plant  canes ;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  14  to  16. 
154.  12  First 

Digitized  by 


Google 


68  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

JAMAICA.  ViTst  and  second  trashing  of  plant  canes ;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  6  to  8. 

^ Subsequent  trashings,  bedding  the  lodged  canes ;   number  of  able   hands  per 

8  to  10. 

Turning  trash  and  digging  corn-holes  through  ratoons;  number  of  able  hands  per 
acre,  6. 

Subsequent  hoeings  and  mouldings  of  ratoons ;  number  of  able  bands  per  acre,  lo. 

Trashing  ratoons ;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  7. 

Cutting  and  tying  plant  canes ;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  9. 

Cutting  and  tying  ratoons  ;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  12. 

An  able  hand  to  dig  and  load  wains,  with  dung  or  mould,  at  the  rate  of  one  load  per 
hour. 

Coffee  Cultivation. 

Cleaning  and  suckering  well-established  eofiee ;  number  of  able  bands  per  aere,  1 1 , 

Cleaning  and  suckering  old  coffee  pieces;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  i6» 

Field  picking  (carrying  home  1  bushel  to  barbicues)  from  well-established  pruned  and 

full-bearing  coffee,  each  able  hand  8  bushels  per  diem* 
Hand  picking  and  sorting  for  market  well-cured  fair  average  coffee,  each  able  hand 

2  bushels  per  diem. 

Pimento  Cultivation. 

One  breaker  being  allowed  to  4  pickers,  each  able  picker  1 1  bushel  per  diem. 
Hand  picking,  fanning,  sorting,  and  bagging  for  market,  each  able  band  5  bags  per 
diem. 

Cleaning  Pastures,  Erecting  Fences,  S^c.  l^c^ 

Cleaning  guinea-grass  pieces,  once  per  annum ;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  5. 

Cleaning  common  pastures,  once  per  annum ;  number  of  able  hands  per  acre,  6. 

Digging  post-holes,  each  hole  to  be  2  feet  deep  ;  number  of  holes  for  an  able  hand  per 
diem,  120. 

Making  good  4-eye  mortice-posts,  and  heaping  the  same  in  one  spot ;  number  of  posts 
for  an  able  hand  per  diem,  6. 

Making  good  3-eye  mortice-posts,  and  heaping  the  same  in  one  spot;  number  of  posts 
for  an  able  hand  per  diem,  8. 

Cutting  and  heaping  in  one  spot  fence-rails  16  feet  long  in  ditto;  number  of  rails  for 
an  able  hand  per  diem,  65. 

Cutting  and  heaping  in  one  spot  bundles  of  wattles  7  feet  long,  25  wattles  each  bundle ; 
number  of  bundles  for  an  able  hand  per  diem,  20. 

Cutting  and  heaping  in  one  spot  bamboos ;  number  of  bamboos  for  an  able  hand  per 
diem,  80. 

One  able  hand  to  cut  and  heap  one  cord  of  wood  per  diem. 

Two  able  hands  to  complete  200  feet  of  mortice-post  and  rail-fence  per  diem,  post-holes 
being  dug,  and  materials  on  the  spot. 

One  able  hand  to  dig  8  feet  of  ditch  4  feet  deep,  4  i  wide  at  top,  and  2  J  at  bottom,  and 
throw  up  bank  therefrom,  per  diem. 

One  able  hand  to  plant  penguins  along  100  feet  of  such  bank  per  diem. 

One  able  hand  to  dig  60  good  yam-bills  per  diem. 

Building  dry  walls  4  j  feet  high,  all  materials  being  placed  convenient,  2  builders  to 
complete  33  feet  per  diem. 

Breaking  limestones  for  kiln  rery  small,  each  able  band  to  break  2  J  barrels  per  diem. 

Number  of  bricks  to  be  moulded  per  diem  by  one  moulder,  having  the  customary 
assistants,  1,500. 

Coopers''  Work. 

Each  cooper  to  male  complete  3  puncheons  per  week  from  white-oak  staves,  and  4  ditto 
from  pucheon  packs ;  each  cooper  to  complete  6  tierces  per  week.  Each  cooper  to  com- 
plete 4  J  sugar  hogsheads  from  red-oak,  or  4  from  country  staves  per  week.  Each  cooper 
to  head  up  7  hogsheads  sugar  per  diem.  Each  two  able  hands  sent  to  the  woods  to  split 
1,800  shingles,  or  900  staves,  including  all  work,  per  week.  Each  cooper  to  hew  675 
staves,  or  1,350  shingles,  per  week. 

We,  the  committee  appointed,  do  return  the  above  Report,  and  declare  the  same  to 
be  a  fair  and  equitable  scale  of  labour,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  information  and 
experience. 

(signed)         Thomas  Bowden,'\ 

Jno.  Boorra,        IPlanters. 
E.IV.Bourke,    J 
John  Price  Nash,  Millwright 
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A  Concentrated  Scale  of  Labour  formed  from  Returns  made  by  the  various 
Chairmen  of  Committees  appointed  for  Districts  in  the  parish  of  fVestmoreland,  by 
a  General  Meeting  held  at  Savanna-la-Mar,  on  Saturday  the  i8th  of  March^  instant^ 
calculated  for  a  day  of  nine  hours. 


JAMAICA. 


Description  of  Labour. 


Ditto  -  - 

Ditto  -  - 

Ditto  -  - 

Ditto  -  - 

Ditio  -  - 


1.  Falling^  clearing,  and  burning  off  wood  land  for  canes,  provisions, 

or  guinea-grass      --------- 

2.  Cleaning  on  land  fom^erly  in  cultivation,  and  preparing  same  for 

penning,  according  to  the  state  of  the  land,  from      -        -        - 
3«  Digging  post-holes  for  one  acre,  and  removing  pen    -        -        - 

4.  Ploughing  stiff  (penned)  land  into  cane^oles,  with  30  steem, 

cattle  spelled  3  times  a  day  with  10  each,  a  day  to  plough  1  acre 

5.  Ploughing  (plain)  by  the  bed,  in  stiff  three  quarters  of  an  acre, 

and  in  light  land  1  acre  (stock  as  No.  4)         .        -        .        . 

6.  Trenching  land  with  the  plough  land  which  has  already  been  in 

cultivation,  beds  16  feet  wide,  (stock  as  No.  4)  10  acres   - 
Cleaning  out  same  trenches  with  the  hoe  afterwards,  per  1  acre  - 

7.  Trenching  new  land  in  16  feet  beds,  trenches  30  inches  wide,  if 

free  from  stones  and  wood  roots  and  including  diagonal  trenches, 
for  1  acre      ---------- 

8.  Digging  cane  holes  on  light  soils  (4  feet  trench)  1 10  for  each  male 
.-----       On  stiff  soils  (ditto)  90  for  ditto  -        -        - 

------       On  light  soils  (ditto)  for  each  female  100 

------       On  stiff  soils  (ditto)  ditto  ditto  80        -        - 

Dropping  dung  at  the  rate  of  60  cart  loads  per  acre,  conveniently 

£  laced  m  thin  heaps  of  20  loads  on  the  acre,  for  each  acre 
inting  ploughed  land  not  cleaned*  out     ----- 
Drawing  and  tying  canes  for  each  7  to  plant      -        -        -        - 
Planting  ditto  with  great  corn,  and  dropping  the  tops,  planting 
canes  for  each  acre  on  cleaned  out  land  .        -        -        - 

Cleaning  canes,  first  cleaning,  and  supplying  per  acre 
~ "  Second  ditto  and  moulding  ditto  -        -        - 

Banking  and  cleaning  off  any  loose  trash     - 
First  trashing  off  plants  per  acre  .        -        . 

Second  ditto  and  bedding  ditto  -        -        -        - 

Third      ditto  diUo 

Ratoons,  turning  trash  and  moulding  ratoon  canes  and  cleaning 
out  trenches,  if  foul,  per  acre  ------- 

Ditto      Cleaning  ratoons  for  Uie  second  time,  and  trashing 
Ditto      Third  trashing      -------- 

Cutting  canes,  cutting  canes  yielding  2  hogsheads  per  acre,  in- 
cluding tyers  for  each  hogshead  sugar,  43  inch  truss 
Ditto    -    •    -  ditto  yielding  one  and  a  half  ditto       -        -        - 
Ditto    -    -    -  ditto  yielding  one  ditto      -        -  -  -        - 

Ditto    -    -    -  ditto  yielding  half  ditto      -         -        -        -        - 

Cart  work  ;  canes,  number  of  loads  capable  of  being  carried  by 
one  cart  at  the  following  distances,  allowing  1  loader,  1  carman, 
and  1  boy  for  each  cart,  half  a  mile,  15  loads  -        -        -        - 

quarter  ditto,  20  ditto         .        -        - 
And  in  that  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  distance. 
Manure,  marl,  or  loam,  &c.;  Number  of  loads  capable  of  being 
carried  by  one  cart  at  the  following  distances  :  half  a  mile,  15 
loads;  quarter  ditto,  20 loads. 

In  the  same  proportion  also  for  more  or  less  distance. 
For  half  a  mile,  number  of  loaders  -        -        -        -        -        - 

For  quarter        ditto      -------- 

Under  that    ---------- 

29.  Cutting  wood,  in  cords  of  8  feet  by  4  feet,  and  four  for  1  cord     - 

Bamboo  rails,  3  cart  loads      -        -        -        -        - 

30.  Cutting  grass,  one  and  a  half  cart  loads  a  day,  or  12  mule  loads 

31.  Picking  long  cane-tops,  two  trash  cart  loads  or  16  mule  loads 
Carrying  seme  at  half  mile  distance,  8  trash  cart  loads  per  day   - 
For  12  turns  of  3  mules   -------- 

Quarter  of  a  mile  distance,  12  of  the  cart  and  15  of  the  mules 

per  day  ---------- 

32.  Planting  grass,  preparing  land  per  acre,  the  same  as  No.  2 

33.  Ditto      -    -     Digging  grass  holes  and  planting  -         -         - 

34.  Ditto      -    -     Drawing  planls  per  acre       -        -         -        -        - 

35.  Ditto      -    -    Carriage  of  grass  plants  the  same  as  No.  27. 

36.  Ditto     -    -    Cleaning  same    ------- 

154-  I  3 


9- 
10. 
11 

12. 
13' 


14. 

15- 
16. 

18. 

19- 
20. 

21. 
22. 
23- 

24. 

26. 

27. 


28. 


Number  of 
Apprentices 
required,  8cc. 


Ui  CloH. 

32 

8  to  16 


2 

2 

2 
4 

18 

1 
1 
1 
1 

13 

12  to  16 

3  to  6 

10  toi 

13 

12 

10 

8 

9 
10 

12 

7 

6 

6 

9 
11 

13 


3 
4 
5 


8  to  16 

16 

4 


^  Class. 

6 
3 
3 
3 


9 
3 

4 
4 


L(ca??f(?iw5^Google 


70 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE 


JAMAICA. 


Description  of  Labour. 
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Planting  grass,  when  foul,  but  cleaned  annually  ... 

Ditto      -    -    common  pasture,  cleaned  annually       ... 
Ditto      -    -     when  foul  -------- 

Planting  corn,  in  cane  land,  per  acre  -        -        -        -        - 

Provisions,  falling  land,  and  preparing  for,  per  acre,  see  No.  1.    - 

Ditto     -    digging  and  raising  yam-hills  6  feet  asunder,  50  per  day 

Ditto     -    digging  cocoa-holes,    cutting    plants,   planting    and 

covering  the  same,  to  an  acre  ------ 

Ditto     -    digging  and  planting  plantain  suckers  (placed  con- 
veniently) at  7  feet  distance,  per  acre       -        -        -        -        - 

Chipping  logwood,  a  man  and  a  woman  to  give  5  cwt.  per  day   - 
Ditto    -    -    -    -    a  man  only,  3  cwt.  per  day  -        -        -        - 

Fustic,  a  man  and  a  woman  to  give  6  cwt.  per  day     -        .        - 
A  man  only,  4  cwt.  per  day       -        -        -        - 

Splitting  shingles,  to  fall,  cross-cut,  and  split  1,000  per  day 
Ditto-    -    -    -    hewing  250  shingles  per  day  -        -        - 

Ditto  .    -    -    •    drawing  cedar  or  sott-wood  shingles,  300  per 
day       -----.----. 

Ditto  -    -    -    -    jointing  same,  600  per  day    -        -        -        - 

Sawing  boards,  plank  and  scantling,  the  lumber  pitched,  pitted, 
and  lined,  60  feet  a  day  ------- 

Mortice-posts  for  cattle-pens,  to   make  6  mortice-posts,   with 
4  mortices  in  each  post  ----.--- 

Building  stone  walls,  building  3  J  feet  in  base,  16  inches  on  top, 

and  4  ^  feet  high  (the  stones  to  be  at  hand),  1  chain  per  day     - 

Penguin  bank,  to  raise  one  8  feet  base,  and  4  feet  ditch  on  each 

side,  per  chain,  if  penguins  put  at  hand  -        -        -        .        - 

Logwood  fences,  to  dig  the  trench,  and  plant  the  same,  plants 

put  to  hand,  i  chain       -------- 

Ditto    -    -    -    trimming  the  same,  if  annually,  4  chains  a  day  - 
Ditto    -    -    -    if  half-yearly,  8  chains  a  day    -        -        -        - 

Lime-kilns,  to  fall  wood   for,  and  pack  open   lime-kiln,  break 

stone,  and  complete  same,  at  per  hogshead  of  24  bushels 
Baskets,  trash  baskets  (withes  provided),  4  a  day        -        -        - 
Ditto   -  dung  ditto  (ditto),  6  a  day    ------ 

Mule  pads,  making  (trash  and  bark  provided),  6  per  diem  - 
Cattle  ropes,  20  feet  long,  platting,  &c.,  3  per  day      -        -        . 
Hogsheads,  1  complete  per  diem        ------ 

Tierces,  3  complete  in  two  days         ------ 

Puncheons,  to  make  2  puncheons  complete  per  diem  -        -        - 
Shingling,  1  square  per  diem     ------- 

Mills,  a  water-mill,  grinding  380  gallons  of  liquor  per  hour,  taking 

the  average  of  canes,  number  of  hands  required        -        -        - 

A  steam-engine,  grinding  400  gallons         -        -        -        -        - 

Cattle-mill,  grinding  250  gallons        ------ 

Boiling-house,  number  of  people  required  in  the  boiling-house,  if 
of  a  single  set  of  coppers,  with  trash  carriers,  firemen,  potters, 
&c.,  included,  to  maVe  1  I  hogshead,  with  good  fuel 
Still-house,  the  labour  required  to  carry  on  the  work  of  a  still- 
house,  upon  an  estate  making  1  ^  hogshead  a  day,  is  equal  to 
that  of  1  man  for  7  days  ------- 

Ginger,  hoe-ploughing  1  acre    -----.- 

Ditto  -  drilling  or  holing  to  plant,  per  acre        -        -        -        - 

Ditto  -  preparing  plants,  per  acre     ------ 

Ditto  -  dropping  and  covering  the  plants,  per  acre 

Ditto  -  weeding,  first  time,  per  acre  -        -        - 

Ditto  -  second  lime,  and  moulding  ------ 

Ditto  -  third  ditto,  ditto  -        -        -  .        -        - 

Ditto  -  digging  ginger,  500  lbs.  per  diem 

Ditto  -  scraping  or  peeling,  25  lbs.  ditto  -        .        •        . 

Pimento,  when  plentiful,  2  bushels  per  diem 

Coffee,  when  good,  to  pick  3  bushels  ditto  -        -        -        - 

Breaking  stones,  according  to  M'Adam's  system,  6  barrels  a  day  - 


Number  of 
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20 
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1 
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1 


2d  class. 


Memorandum. — ^The  above  scale  refers  principally  to  work  capable  of  being  performed 
by  able  and  effective  people,  male  and  female.  The  work  of  the  inferior  classes  will  be 
regulated  by  that  scale,  and  in  proportions  according  with  their  age,  capability,  capacity, 
and  health. 

Thomas  M^Neel,  Chairman. 
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At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  No.  3,  appointed  to  form  a  Scale  of  Labour,  &c. 
for  the  Parish  of  Porf-RoyaZ,  held  at  Resource,  26ih  November  1836,  the  following  rales 
were  agreed  on,  a  Day  of  nine  hours. 

To  fall  one  acre  of  heavy  woodland,  10  able  hands  to  the  acre. 

To  lop  and  clear  the  same  fit  for  planting,  supposing  the  weather  favourable,  30  able 
bands  to  the  acre. 

To  line,  dig  holes,  and  plant  the  same,  6  feet  by  6,  supposing  the  plants  to  be  convenient, 
20  able  hands  to  the  acre. 

To  clean  young  coffee,  8  to  10  able  hands  to  the  acre. 

To  clean  well-established  coffee,  8  able  hands  to  the  acre. 

To  clean  old  coffee,  12  to  14  able  hands  to  the  acre. 

To  prune  well-established  coffee,  20  able  hands  to  the  acre. 

To  pick  ditto  in  the  field,  when  in  full  bearing,  3  bushels  to  each  able  hand. 

To  pick  coffee  in  store  for  market,  too  to  180  lbs.  to  each  able  hand. 

To  cut  grass  where  plentiful  and  convenient,  16  bundles  at  281bs.  each  able  person. 

Ditto    -    where  otherwise,  8  bundles  at  281bs.  each  able  person. 

To  dig  yam  hills  2  feet  square,  15  inches  deep,  60  to  80  hills  to  each  able  person. 

To  dig  trenches  for  potatoes,  12  able  hands  to  one  acre. 

To  dig  hills  for  sweet  potatoes  and  arracacha,  12  able  hands  to  one  acre. 

To  clean  grass  pieces,  Guinea  grass,  5  able  hands  to  one  acre. 

Ditto  -    -    -    -    -    Common  pasture,  6  able  hands  to  one  acre. 

To  sawing  inch  boards,  each  pair  of  sawyers  in  the  woods,  including  falling  and  pitting 
hard  wood,  120  feet  a  week  of  40I  hours. 

Ditto    -    -    -    -  if  soft  wood,  cedar,  &c.  200  feet  a  week  of  40I  hours. 

To  fall,  cross-cut,  and  split  shingles  in  the  woods,  1,350  from  two  able  hands  per  week 
of  40}  hours. 

To  dress  the  same  fit  for  putting  on,  1,350  each  hand  per  week  of  40^  hours. 

To  nail  on  country  shingles,  open  work,  500  each  carpenter  per  day. 

John  Wiles.  George  Dixon. 

Simon  Taylor.  John  Hoe 


JAMAICA. 


Jas.  Brooks.  Donald  Watt. 

Austin  Clarke.  Thos.  Davidson. 

Wm.  Geo.  Loxvry. 


Jamaica,  ss. — Saint  Dorothy. — A  Consolidated  Scale  of  Labour,  compiled  at  the 
request  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  from  three  Reports  which  had  been  prepared  by 
the  several  Committees  appointed  at  a  general  Meeting  of  the  Planters  and  other  Inha- 
bitants of  this  Parish,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  fair  Quantity  of  Labour  for  an 
able  Apprentice,  in  a  day  of  nine  hours. 

Canes. 

Cleaning  land  for  digging  cane  holes  in  the  mountains        -        -  12  per  acre. 

D\%g\w%  holes  or  trenches  4}  by  4  inches,  8  inches  deep  (in  the 
lowlands)      -----,----  From  60  to  70  each. 

Ditto  -    -    -        4}  by  4  inches,  9  inches  deep  (after  the  plough)  80  to  1 00  each. 

Ditto  -  -  -  -  if  in  the  mountain  district,  according  to  circum- 
stances        ----------.  50  to  80  each. 

Manure,  at  40  loads  per  acre,  the  same  being  placed  at  suitable 

distances       ---.---..-  25  to  30  children. 

Planting,  cleaning  out  and  planting  in  the  trench         ...  10  to  12  per  acre. 

Ditto,  if  in  cross  holes       --------  5  per  acre. 

Weeding,  first  cleaning,  children  or  weakly  persons    -        -        -  id  to  12  per  acre. 

Ditto    -    second      -    -    -    ditto.  ------  8  to  10  ditto. 

Ditto     -    third        -    -    -    ditto  and  banking  (able  people)      -  10  to  12  ditto. 

Ditto,  cleaning  and  trashing  plants,  in  the  mountain  district        -  12  per  acre. 

Ratoons,  turning  trash,  shortly  after  cutting        -        -        -        -  4  per  ditto. 

Ditto  trashing  and  moulding     -------  8  per  ditto. 

Ditto  subsequent  trashing  and  cleaning      -----  5  per  ditto. 

Cutting  and  tying :  to  cut  and  tie  per  hogshead,  the  cane-fields 

having  been  properly  attended  to   -        -        -        -        -        -  10  to  12  per  hogs. 

154.  14  (continued) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


JAMAICA. 


Guinea  Com. 

Hoeing,  (according  to  the  soil  and  the  state  of  the  weather) 
Holing    -    -    ditto         -------- 

Planting  -    -    ditto  -------- 

ist.  cleaning      ditto  -------- 

2d.  ditto  and  singling  ditto        ------- 

Singling  and  supplying  ditto       ------- 

Cleaning  and  moulding  ditto     -    .    - 

Coffee. 
Field  picking,  J  st  picking,  full  bearing       -        -        -        -        - 
Ditto      -    -     2d  ditto       -------- 

Ditto     -    -    3d  ditto --- 

Hand-picking  in  the  house,  if  pulped  -         -        -        -        - 

Ditto    -----    -     not  pulped         -        -        -        -        - 

Cleaning  the  fields  and  suckering  the  coffee-trees,  per  acre  - 

Pimento. 
Cleaned  picked  pimento,  each  person         -        -        -        -        - 

Pastures. 
Guinea-grass,  ist  hoeing  for  holing    ------ 

Ditto    -    -    digging  for  planting      ------ 

Ditto     -    -     planting       ------- 

Ditto     -    -     cleaning  and  hoeing  same     -        -        -        -        - 

Common,  cleaning  and  burning  off  the  bush  from  common  pas* 
tures     ---------- 

Fencing. 

Digging  ditch  4  feet  wide  at  top,  2  feet  at  bottom,  and  3  feet 
deep     ----------- 

Ditto    -    -    -  6  feet  ditto        ------- 

Renewing  an  old  fence,  dimensions  as  above      -        -        - 
Planting  penguins  requires  at  least  4  hands  (4  chains,  or)    - 

Cutting  Wood. 

The  cord  being  8  feet  long,  4  feet  wide,  and  4  feet  high,  closely 
packed  ---------- 


From  8  to  12  per  acre. 
8  to  10  per  ditto. 
3  to  5  per  ditto. 
8  to  10  per  ditto. 
8  to  10  per  ditto. 
8  to  10  per  ditto. 
8  to  10  per  ditto. 

3  bushels  per  day. 

2  ditto  per  ditto. 

1  ditto  per  ditto. 

3  ditto  per  ditto. 

2  ditto  per  ditto. 
10  to  12  per  acre. 

1  bushel  per  day. 


10   per  acre. 

16  per  ditto. 

16  per  ditto. 

8  per  ditto. 


3  to  8  per  acre. 


12  ft.  per  day  each. 
10  ft.  per  day  each. 
15  ft.  per  day. 
1  chain  each  per 
day. 


3  labourers  to  cut  2 
cords  per  day. 


Mortice-posts,  cutting  and  holing  mortice-posts,  4  holes  in  each 

(of  cashaw)   ----------6  per  day. 

Ditto    ------    in  the  mountains         -        -        -        -      8  per  day. 

Staves,  to  split  for  hogsheads   -        --        -        -        -        -80  per  day. 

Heading     -    -    -    ditto-        -------     50  per  day. 

Shingles    -    -    -     ditto  --------  300  per  day. 

Boards,  sawyers,  each  pair  to  saw      ------    50  feet  per  day. 

Fodder. 

Of  Guinea-grass,  by  weakly  people,  one  wain-load  for  each  per- 
son per  day. 

Picking  up  cane  tops  by  ditto,  two  ditto. 

Bricks. 
Stock  bricks,  one  moulder,  with  7  assistants  (under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances) ----------    1,500  per  day. 

N.  B. — ^The  soil  in  the  Bushy  Park  district  is  of  a  deep  brick  mould,  except  upon  Amity- 
hall  estate,  where  it  is  a  thin  black  mould  upon  clay. 

The  district  of  the  Lodge,  Whim,  8cc.  consists  chiefly  of  a  black  mould  upon  clay,  in 
some  parts  a  fine  brick  mould. 

The  soil  of  the  mountain  district  is  chiefly  of  a  Tight  sandy  nature  upon  rock,  partly 
rotton  and  partly  lime-stone. 

The  land  now  in  cultivation  has  long  since  been  occupied  in  the  production  of  the  vari- 
ous articles  to  which  the  Report  refers. 

W.  Jackson, 
Senior  Magistrate,  St.  Dorothy. 


In  compliance  with  the  request  of  his  Honor  the  Custos,  the  proprietors,  attornies,  and 
managers  of  estates  and  coflee  mountains,  in  the  parish  of  St.  David,  met  at  Easington  on 
the  igih  day  of  November  1836,  to  take  into  consideration  the  recommeodation  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  as  to  the  fixing  of  a  General  Scale  of  Labour,  when  two 
committees  were  appointed.    . 

The  committees  made  their  report  at  another  meeting,  held  on  the  26th  day  ot* 
November,  when  the  Scale  of  Labour  hereunto  annexed  was  fixed  on  and  agreed  to,  as 
best  adapted  to  the  parish  generally. 

(signed)        George  Parker,  Senior  Magistrate. 
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At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  magistrates,  proprietors,  attornies,  and  managers  of  the 
different  properties,  in  the  parish  of  St.  David,  called  by  George  Parker,  Esq.,  senior 
magistrate,  by  desire  of  his  Honor  the  Gustos,  on  Saturday,  the  19th  day  of  November 
1836,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Scale  of  Labour  to  be  performed  by  Apprenticed 
Labourers  in  the  said  parish,  we,  the  undersigned,  having  been  named  a  Committee  for 
such  purpose,  beg  to  submit  the  following : 

For  Sugar  Estates : 
Number  of  cane-holes,  four  feet  square,  each  apprentice  ought  to  dig  per  day, 
from  75  to  85. 

Apprentices, 
we  consider  an  acre  land  can  be  done  easily 

by 6 

we  consider  an  acre  land  can  be  dropped 

with  manure  daily  by  -        -        -        -     15     | 

we  consider  an  acre  of  land  can  be  planted 
daily  by      -        -        -        -        -        -     15 

we  consider  an  acre  can  be  weeded  daily  by       8 
we  consider  an  acre  can  be  done  daily  by  -       8 
we  consider  an  acre  ought  to  be  done  daily 
by       -------     10 

we  consider  an  acre  can  be  done  daily  by  -     10 
we  consider  sufficient  can  be  cut  and  tied  to 
make  a  hogshead  sugar  daily  from  plants 

by 8 

From  ratoons  by        -        -        -     12 

we  consider  that  6  mules  and  1  wain  ought 

to  carry  sufficient  to  make  1  hogshead 

sugar  per  diem,  from  a  distance  of  not 

more  than  quarter  of  a  mile  -        -       2 

Wain  loaders     -   "     -        -        -        -   we  consider  that  wains  carrying  home  canes 

for  2  hogsheads  sugar  daily  can  be  loaded 
by       -------       2 

Carrying  canes   to  the  mill,   feeders, 
green  trash  carriers,  &c.,  capable  of 
making  2  hogsheads  per  day  - 
Picking  long  tops       -         -        -         - 


JAMAICA. 


Stocking  land  for  jobbers,  8cc.     - 

Dropping  manure       -        -        - 

Planting  canes  -        -        -        - 

Weeding  youns  canes 

Cleaning,  supplying,  and  giving  bank 

Turning  trash  and  moulding  canes 

Trashing  canes  -        -        - 

Cutting  canes  and  tying 


Carrying  canes  to  the  mill-yard 


-     17 


Cutting  grass  for  pens 


Underwooding,  falling,  and  preparing 

land  for  the  line,  per  acre 
Planting,  per  acre  -  .  -  - 
Cleaning  a  field  in  regular  cultivation  - 
Pruning  coffee  -  -  -  -  - 
Pruning,  long  neglected  -  -  - 
Field  picking  conee,  and  carrying  same 

to  receiver      ^        -        -        -        - 


Hand  picking  coffee  -        -        - 
Splitting  staves  and  heading 
Splitting  shingles        -         -        . 
Trussing  and  raising  tierces 
Sawing  cedar  and  olher  soft  woods 


we  consider,  including  potters 

we  consider  that  3  wain  or  27  mule  loads 
can  be  picked  and  bundled  by      -        - 

we  consiaer  that  20  bundles,  of  28  lbs. 
weight,  can  be  cut  by  (by  those  usually 
employed  on  estates)   -        -        -        - 

Coffee : 


100  to  120  hands  on  virgin  soil. 

we  consider  16  hands. 

we  consider  10  hands,  and,  if  very  foul,  14. 

we  consider  60  to  80  trees  each  apprentice. 

we  consider  30  to  50  trees  each  apprentice. 

we  consider  from  1  to  3  bushels,  according  to  the  ri- 
pening of  the  field ;  but  when  fully  ripe,  3  bushels, 
able  hands,  and  2  bushels  second  gang  daily. 

weconsider  first  quality  3  bushels, inferior  2  bushels. 

we  consider  160  per  day  for  each  apprentice. 

we  consider  200    -    -    -    ditto. 

we  consider  1  for  each  cooper  per  day. 

we  consider  40  feet  per  day  for  2  sawyers. 

Pens : 


13 

10 
2 


Labourers,  per  acre,  billing  pasture,  rather  foul,  per  day        -----      8 

Ditto  to  burn  2  acres  dry  bush  per  day         ........i 

Ditto  to  clean  3  chains  penguin  fence  on  bank  per  day  -        -        -        -        .       2 

Ditto  to  throw  up  a  chain  of  banking,  with  a  ditch  on  one  side  2  feet  deep  and  3 
feet  wide         ------------- 

Ditto  to  clear  off  an  acre  common  pasture  land  for  corn,  per  day  -        -        - 
Ditto  to  dig  an  acre  of  land  into  corn-holes  upon  a  square  of  2  feet        -        -        - 
Ditto  to  plant  an  acre  of  land  with  seed  corn  per  day   ------       1 

Ditto  to  hoe,  mould,  and  single  an  acre  Guinea  com  per  day  -        -        .  8 

Ditto  to  gather  from  ibe  field  10  bushels  Guinea  corn    -        -        -        -        -        -       i 

Ditto     -------      15  ditto  Indian  corn        -        -        -        -        -        -       1 

Ditto  to  thrash  out  and  winnow  5  bushels  Guinea  corn  per  day     -        -        -        - 

Ditto  to  dig  and  make  up  120  yam-holes,  12  inches  square,  per  day        -        .        -      6 
Ditto  to  hoe  and  plant  an  acre  land  in  Guinea  grass,  plants  on  the  spot  -        -      3 

(signed)         Edward  Dehratt.  William  Pearce. 

Michael  M'Termn.        Forsyth  lunes  Tarbutt. 
Donald  M^Pherson. 
154.  K 
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PAraSRS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


JAMAICV- 


A  G|iK£RAL  Scale  of  Labour^  to  be  performed  by  effective  Apprentices  daring  a  Day 
of  Nine  Hours^  in  die  Parish  of  St.  Elizabeth. 


Description  of  Work. 


Sugar, 


1.  Cleaning  oflFland  formerly  in  cultivanon,.and  preparing 
it  for  standing  pens,  carrying  the  hoeing  into  the 
pens,  being  40  feet  square,  one  in  each  acre    - 
*•  Digging  post-holes  for  cattle-pens  or  fences 
'  3.  Moving  a  half-acre  wheeling-pen        -        -        .        - 

4.  Heaping  up  the  manure  in  a  pen,  having  60  cart  loads 
well  digestea       -------- 

5.  Digging  cane-holes  of  4  feet  square,  6  inches  deep^  in 

very  stiff-clayed  soil        ------ 

Ditto    -    -    deep  black  mould  -        .        -        - 

Ditto    -    -    light  or  sandy  soil  -        -        .        . 

Opening  holes  after  the  plough  -        .        -        - 

Ditio  ploughed  land  along  the  bed     -        *        -        - 
6*  Dropping  manure,  and  planting  canes,  when  the  ma- 
nure and  canes  are  on  the  spot        ^        -        -        - 

7.  Planting  canes  alone  ------ 

8,  First  cleaning  and  supplying  plant  canes    -        r 

g.  Second  cleaning,  and  light  moulding  -        -        . 

10.  Banking  and  t^ing  off  any  loose  trash      -        -        - 

11.  First  trashing  off  plants     ------ 

13.  Second  trashing,  and  bedding    -        - 
13.  Third  ditto  (if  lodged) 


14.  Turning  trash  and  supplying      -        -        -        - 

15.  Cleaning  and  moulding  ratoons,  trash   having   been 

turned  some  time  previous      -        -        -        -        - 

16.  Trashing  ratoons  for  the  first  time,  and  cleaning 

17.  Trashing  ratoons  for  the  last  time      -        -        -        - 

18.  Cutting  plant  canes  (cultivation  as  above),  and  yielding 

2  hogsheads  per  acre,  to  make  a  hogshead  sugar, 
tyers,  constable,  and  cook        -        -        -        -        - 

19.  Cutting  ratoon  canes,  to  make  a  hogshead  sugar,  yield 

ing  a  hogshead  per  acre,  including  ditto  -        -        - 

20.  Number  of  cart-loads  to  be  carried  to  the  field,  not 

exceeding  half  a  mile  from  the  works,  with  one  loader 

21.  Number  of  persons  required  about  the  mill,  if  a  water- 

mill  grindmg  300  gallons  per  hour,  12,  if  a  cattle- 
mill,  extra  hands,  4 ;  if  ratoon  canes,  250  gallons  per 
hour,  12  apprentices. 

82.  Number  of  people  required  about  a  boiling-house  to 
boil  a  hogshead  of  sugar,  having  only  one  set  of  cop- 
pers, including  dry  trash  carriers  and  potters    - 
In  still-house  to  make  5  puncheons  weekly,  requiring 
no  water  to  be  carried    ------ 

23.  Carrying  manure  out,  marl,  or  loam,  to  a  distance  not 

exceeding  half  a  mile  per  day,  14  loads ;  loaders  for 
the  same,  3  to  each  cart. 

24.  Cutting  wood  in  cords  of  6  feet  by  6,  and  4  feet,  1  cord 

per  day  ;  cutting  bamboos  on  the  same  scale  - 

25.  Cutting  grass  by  persons  usually  employed  at  such 

labour,  per  day  each       ------ 

26.  Picking  cane  tops     ------- 

27.  Cutting  and  making  mortice-posts,  with  3  mortices  to 

each,  8  per  day ;  ditto,  having  4  nK)rtices,  6  per  day. 

28.  Boaiage  from  Elm-wharf  to  Black  River  and  back,  say 

with  8  hogsheads  and  8  hands,  to  receive  pay  ,  cox 
swain,  6*.*  men,  3s.  4^.,  each  per  week 

29.  Boatage  from  Haughton,  Biscany,  and  Barton  wharfs, 

10  or  12  hogsheads  each  trip,  with  7  hands  each, 
boat's  crew  of  7  to  receive  6s.  8d.  in  Heu  of  lost  time, 
which  is  not  to  he  paid  back  -        -        -        -        - 


Number  of  Apprentices  re- 
quired to  perform  per  Acre, 
or  otherwise,  said  Work. 


18  apprentices  per  acre. 
60  holes  for  i  apprentice. 
4  apprentices  per  pen. 


25  apprentices  per  pen. 


90  each  apprentice. 
100  ditto. 
120  ditto. 
250  ditto. 
200  ditto. 

30  apprentices  per  acre. 
12  ditto. 

11  ditto. 

12  ditto. 
12  ditto. 

8  ditto. 
10  ditto. 
12  ditto. 

6  ditto. 

10  ditto, 
o  ditto. 
8  ditto. 


18  ditto. 
24  ditto. 
14  ditto^ 


12  apprentices. 
2  apprentices  per  acre* 


2  ditto. 

8  mule  loads. 
16  ditto. 


2  trips  per  w^eek. 


3  ditto. 
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Description  of  Work. 

iSt^^H*-— con  tinued . 

30.  Boatage  from  Lacovia,  Holland,  and  Y.S.  whanres»  with 

8  or  12  hogsheads,  and  8  hands^  to  receive  no  pay    - 

31.  Falling,  cross-cuttingy  and  splitting  heading  for  hogs- 

heads,  100  per  day;  ditto  for  staves  for  ditto,  100 
per  day. 
3a.  Making  hogsheads  complete,  each  cooper,  1  per  day  ; 
ditto    tierces    per    week,    ditto,    6    tierces ;    ditto 
puncheons  per  ditto,  3  puncheons. 


Number  of  Apprentices  re- 
quired to  perform  per  Acre, 
or  otherwise,  said  Work. 


3  trips  per  week. 


JAMAICA. 


Coffee. 

1.  Falling  virgin  woodland,  lopping,  logging,  heaping  up, 

and  burning  heaps  ---.-- 

2.  Clearing  up  ruinate  land  to  be  ready  for  planting 

3.  Making  pegs,  each  labourer  per  day  -        -        -        - 

4.  Lining  land  for  coffee,  5  feet  square  -        -        -        - 

5.  Pulling  up  coffee-suckers,  and  planting  ditto 

6.  Weeding  coffee  where  the  land  has  been  hand-weeded, 

3  apprentices  per  acre;  where  the  galls  are  few,  and 
moderately  foul,  5  ditto ;  when  very  foul,  10  ditto. 

7.  Pruning  irees,  from  3  to  6  years  old,  coo  trees  each ; 

upwards  of  six  years  old,  that  have  been  kept  in  good 
order,  80  ditto ;  that  have  been  planted  flrom  ruinate 
and  light  soil,  200  ditto ;  large  old  trees  that  have 
been  neglected,  40  ditto. 

8.  Hand  slipping,  double  the  quantity  each  labourer  can 

prune. 

9.  Picking  ripe  coffee  from  prime  6elds  in  full  bearing, 

and  carrying  it  to  the  works,  each  1  barrel ;  bearing 
moderately,  each  2-3d  barrel ;  picking  ripe  coffee 
from  old  nelds  bearing  scanty,  i-3d  barrel  each 

10.  Hand  picking  best  pulped  coffee,  each  labourer  i3olbs.; 

of  a  quality  inferior,  100  lbs. ;  unpulped  coffee  and 
heads,  when  very  bad,  80 lbs. 

11.  Falling,  cross-cutting,  and  splitting  staves,  each  pair 

of  labourers  200  staves ;  hewing  staves,  each  labourer 
100  ditto;  falling,  cross-cutting,  and  splitting  heading, 
each  pair  labourers  200  heading;  hewing  heading, 
each  labourer  150  ditto;  jointing  staves,  and  raising 
tierces,  each  cooper  1  tierce. 


40  apprentices  per  acre. 
15  ditto. 
600  pegs. 

6  apprentices  per  acre. 
8  ditto. 


40  ditto. 


Pimento. 

1.  Picking  pimento  clean  of  stem   aad  stalk  in  heavy 

bearing  or  full  crop  (1  breaker  bein^  allowed  to  4 
pickers)  per  day 

2.  The  same  in  light  bearings,  with  similar  hands,  per  dav 

3.  Fanning  and  bagging  pimento,  bags  being  furnished, 

and  each  bag  averaging  130  lbs.,  net  produce  per  day 


2  imperial  bushels  each^ 
\\  ditto. 

8  bags  each  labourer. 


Ginger. 

Hoe  ploughing  an  acre      -.-.-- 
Drilling,  preparing  plants,  and  planting  an  acre  - 
Cleaning  an  acre,  according  to  state  of  land  and  weather 
Peeling  when  dug  for  them,  each  labourer,  30 lbs.  per 

day  ;  when  they  dig  for  themselves,  each,  25 lbs.  per 

day. 

Logwood. 

1.  Falling  and  chipping,  when  fine,  112  lbs.    *        -        - 

2.  Ditto      -    -    *    -      when  otherwise         -        -        • 


24  apprentices  per  day* 
24  ditto. 
From  4  to  12  appren.  p'  day. 


7  apprentices  per  ton* 
9  ditto. 


Fustic. 

>.  Falling  and  chipping,  when  fine,  per  112  lbs. 
2.  Ditto      -    -    -    -      when  otherwise 


^. 


K    2 


6  ditta^ 
ffditto. 


{cantimted) 
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JAMAICA.                                      Description  of  Work.  Number  of  Apprentices  re- 

, quired  to performper  Acre, 

_      .      .  or  otherwise,  said  Work  * 

Fen-keeping.  ^ 

1.  Digging  holes  and  planting  Gainea-grass,  the  plants 

being  on  the  spot,  2  feet  apart         -        -        -        -  15  apprentices  per  acre. 

2.  Cleaning  Guinea-grass  pastures,  when  foul         -        -  g  ditto. 

3.  Chopping  Guinea-grass  pastures,  when  rocky  and  foul  5  ditto. 

4.  Chopping  common  pastures,  when  very  foul        -        -  4  ditto. 

Com. 

Digging  holes  and  planting        -        -        -        -        -  4  ditto. 

Cleaning  and  moulding  ditto     -----  g  ditto. 

Underwoodin^  and  falling  land  for  corn  and  grass       -  I5  ditto. 

Cleaning  off  for  second  crop  of  corn  -        -        -        -  10  ditto. 

Mason  Work. 

Cutting  and  facing  stones,  each  labourer    -        -        -        8  square  kei. 
Or  to  each  labourer,  8  coins,  1   foot  high,  Spanish 
walling,  materials  being  on  spot,  each      -        .        .      ^0  ditto. 

Sawyers'  Work. 

Sawing  boards  or  plank  already  on  the  pit,  each  pair 
sawyers  .-------go  feet. 

Sawing  boards  or  plank,  the  sawyers  pitting  the  timber      40  feet. 

Shingles. 

Hewing  shingles,  viz.,  falling,  cross^utting,  and  split- 
ting      -------.-    200  each  labourer. 

Stone  Walk. 

Puilding  dry  stone  walls,  materials  on  the  spot,  dimen- 
sions 3  feet  6  inches  at  the  base,  4  feet  6  inches  high, 
and  14  inches  at  the  top,  per  chain  -        ...        4  builders  and  2  gUers-in.] 

Ploughing. 

Ploughing  ordinary  soil,  with  10  steers  and  6  appren- 
tices, per  day  -        -        -  ...        1  ^q^^^ 

Fence  Making. 

Lopping  fences,  per  chain,  4  apprentices  annually       -        6  chains. 
Stake  and  rail  nlled-up  fence,  material  found,  1  la 

bourer  ---------1  chain.  . 

Raising  a  penguin  fence,  with  a  single  ditch,  4  feet 

6  inches  wide,  3  feet  deep,  6  labourers     -        -        -         1  ditto. 
Planting  the  same  penguins  on  the  spot,  2  labourers  -        1  ditto. 

Planting  Provisions. 

D>§Cgit)g  yam  hills  on  level  land,  1  foot  deep,  and  2  feet 
diameter,  each  labourer  ------      70  hills. 

Planting   cocoas   and  digging  holes,  3  feet  square, 

Slants  furnished,  7  labourers  -----    per  acre, 
mting  plantain  suckers,  8  feet  square,  plants  fur- 
nished, 7  labourers  --.-.-    ditto. 

Lancewood  Spars. 
Cutting  and  carrying  out  a  distance  of  half  a  mile       -        8  per  day. 

Edward  F.  Coke,  District  No.  3.  J.  E.  Burlton,  Dist.  No.  4* 

John.  R.  Uacdonald,  No.  1,  Shaw  Dist.  Wm.  Ridgaud,  Dist.  No.  1. 

B.  M.  Senior ,  Dist.  No.  3.  J.  Isaacs,  Dist.  No.  3. 

JF.  Stone,  Dist.  No.  3.  John  EarU,  Dist.  No.  2. 

John  Maitland,  Dist.  No.  4.  Thos.  Mason,  Dist.  No.  2. 

St.  Elizabeth's,  30  January  1837.  James  Miller,  Chairman. 


1. 

2. 

3. 
4- 

1. 

2. 

3- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES. 


n 


JAMAICA. 


A  ScALB  of  Labour  for  the  Apprentices  of  the  Parish  of  SU  Mary,  fixed  on  the 

28th  day  of  January  1837. 


Description  of  Work. 


1.  Preparing  land  for  cane-holes,  by  underwooding, 

falling,  chopping,  cleaning,  heaping,  and  burning 

2.  Hoeing  off  land,  preparatory  to  digging  cane-holes 


Number  of  Hands  required  to  per- 
form the  Work  in  a  given  Time, 
or  at  a  certain  Rate  per  Acre, 
Nine  Hours. 

70  hands  per  acre. 


If  grass  is  high  and  bushy,  18 
hands  per  acre ;  if  the  grass  is 
short,  and  no  bush,  12  hands 
per  acre. 

3.  Digging  cane-holes,  4  feet  square,  7  inches  deep    -  70  holes  per  day  for  1  hand. 

4.  Digging  cane-holes  in  light,  hilly  land,  4  feet  square, 

7  inches  deep    -------80  holes  per  day  for  1  hand. 

5.  Ploughing  land  into  cane-holes,  good  cattle  and 

drivers,  with  single  and  double  mould  plough,  fit 

for  planting,  1  man  and  4  boys  .        -        -        .  Half  an  acre  per  day. 

6.  Ploughing  and  moulding  ratoons  with  double  mould 

plough,  trash  being  removed  by  an  additional  hand  1  acre  per  day. 

7.  Dropping  dung  in  the  cane-holes,  it  being  put  in 

heaps  conveniently,  and  at  the  rate  of  50  good 

loads  per  acre    -------20  hands  per  acre. 

8.  Ditto,  30  loads  per  acre         -        .        •        -        -  12  hands  per  acre. 

9.  Cleaning  out  ploughed  land  to  holes  4  feet  square  140  holes  per  day  for  1  hand. 

10.  Planting  canes  and  cleaning  trenches,  tops  in  the 

intervals   -------.20  hands  per  acre. 

11.  Planting  corn      -----•.  1  hand  per  acre. 

12.  Cleaning  plants  first  time,  and  a  little  supplying    -  12  hands  per  acre. 

13.  Cleaning  plants  second  time,  and  giving  a  little 

mould       -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -12  hands  per  acre. 

14.  Cleaning,  giving  bank,  and  booting      -        -        *  ^4  hands  per  acre. 

15.  Trashing  plants  first  time     .....  8  hands  per  acre. 

16.  Ditto,  second  time       -        -        -        .        -        -  8  hands  per  acre. 

17.  Ditto,  last  time,  and  bedding,  if  the  canes  are  lodged  14  hands  per  acre. 

18.  Turning  trash  early  on  ratoons,  and  supplying        -  7  hands  per  acre. 

19.  Cleaning  and  moulding  ratoons,  the  trash  being 

turned  some  time  before    .....  10  hands  per  acre. 

20.  Trashing  ratoons,  first  time  -----  9  hands  per  acre. 

21.  Ditto,  second  time       --.-•.  7  hands  per  acre. 

22.  Cutting  plant-canes,  including  tyers      -        -        -  10  hands  per  hogshead. 

23.  Ditto,  first  ratoons       .-...«  15  hands  per  hogshead. 

24.  Ditto,  second  ditto       ......  16  hands  per  hogshead. 

25.  A  cart  with  6  or  8  cattle,  as  may  be  required,  1  man 

and  boy,  with  loaders  to  assist  to  brin^  the  cranes 

to  the  works,  if  the  field  is  within  half  a  mile       -  12  carts  per  day. 

26.  Number  of  hands  required  about  a  water-mill  to  get 

liquor  for  a  hogshead  sugar  in  9  hours        -        -  11  hands. 

27.  And  if  a  cattle-tnill       --..-.  4  boys  more  to  drive  the  cattle. 

28.  Number  of  hands  required  about  a  boiling-house  to 

make  a  hogshead  sugar  in  9  hours      ...  8  hands. 

29.  Potting  2  hogshead  sugar  per  day         ...  1  able  hand. 

30.  Number  of  hands  required  in  a  still-house  to  make 

a  puncheon  rum  per  day,  preside  wood,  &c.       -  4  hands  and  2  mules. 

31.  Carrying  out  manure  half  mile  distance,  with  people 

to  chop  the  dung  and  load  the  carts  -        -        -  12  loads  per  day. 

32.  Cutting  cord  wood,  8  feet  long,  4  feet  broad,  and 

4  feet  high        .......  1  hand  per  day. 

33.  Cutting  and  making  mortice-posts,  3  mortices  in 

each  post          -        --        -        -        -        -  1  hand,  10  posts  per  day. 

34.  Splitting  hogshead  heading,  2  hands  together,  wood 

fallen  and  cross  cut    -----        -  Each  bund,  100  pieces  per  day. 

35.  Felling  trees  and  junking,  with  two  hands  splitting 

hogshead  staves         ......  £ach  hand,  100  pieces  per  day. 

36.  Rough-hewing  staves  ......  Each  hand,  70  pieces  per  day. 

37.  Splitting  shingles,  if  the  wood  is  fallen  -        .        -  Each  hand,  200  per  day. 
30.  Drawing  shingles          ......  Each  band,  250  |>er  day, 

jjg.  Sawing  timbers    .......  If  pitted,  50  leei  lor  two  sawyers, 

40.  Cutting  down,  cross-cutting,  and  squaring  up  scant- 
ling ......--.50  feet  each  hand  per  day, 
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JAMAICA. 


Description  of  Work. 


Number  of  Hands  required  to  per- 
form ihe  Work  in  a  given  Time, 
or  at  a  certain  Rale  per  Acre' 
Nine  Hours. 


41.  Coopers  to  make  each 1  hogshead   per   daj,  or  5  ia 

40}  hours. 

42.  piuo  -         -------«3  tierces  in  a  days. 

43.  Ditto-        -------.        3  rum-puncheons  in  40  J  hours. 

44.  Ditto  -        -----•-«        4  rum-hogsheads  in  404  hours. 

45.  Coopers  cut  out  and  head  up  each  per  day     -        -       lo  hogsheads,   with  white  pine 

boards,  8  ditto  with  country 
heading. 

46.  Cleaning  common  pasture  of  years' standing  -        6  hands  per  acre. 

47.  Cleaning  Guinea-grass,  taking  out  all  weeds  and 

sour  grass  -        -        -,-        -        -        -        6  hands  per  acre. 

48.  Cutting  grass i  hand  to  cut  a  grass  cart,  or 

12  mule-loads  per  day. 
49-  Picking  tops  to  plant Each  hand,   1   cart-load,  or  12 

mule-loads  per  day, 
60.  Logwood  cutting  and  chipping,  if  large  size,  per  ton         8  tradesmen,  or  10  field  hands 

per  day. 
61..  Cutting  and  chipping  fustic,  per  ton       -        -        -        6  hands  per  ton. 
62.  Digging  yam-holes  and  good  hills,  2  feet  square    -      60  hills  for  each  hand  per  day. 

53.  Carrying  produce  to  barquadier    -        .        .        .    Cattle  to  travel  at  the  rate  of  2  } 

to  3  miles  per  hour,  rest  an  hour 
at  the  Bay,  wash  them  in  the  sea, 
and  return  at  the  same  rate. 

54.  Breaking  stones  to  MacAdamize  roads,  or  for  lime- 

^i^^^         ----.--.4  barrels  each  hand  per  day. 

55.  Building  stone  walls,  materials  put  on  the  spot, 

4}  feet  high,  4 1  feet  at  the  base,  18  inches  top  -        4  able  hands  and  3  fillers,  1 

chain  per  day. 

56.  Picking  pimento 4  pickers  and  1  breaker  to  give 

2  barrels  per  day,  if  in  good 
'  bearing. 
67*  Digging  trenches  2  feet  wide>  12  inches  deep,  and 

lined  off   -        -        -        -        -        -        --     120  feet  each  hand  per  day. 

Henry  Cox, 
Robt.  Fairweather. 
Ckas.  Stewart, 
Abraham  Hodgson^  Custos. 


—  No.  28.— 
(No.  145) 

THo.  28  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  kx.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  Sept.  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch  of  the  28th  July  last  (No.  149),  transmitting 
printed  copies  of  scales  of  labour  for  the  apprentices  in  18  of  the  parishes  in 
Jamaica. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me^  without  more  information  than  I  at  present 
possess,  to  form  any  decided  opinion  of  my  own  as  to  the  details  of  the  various 
regulations  which  you  have  established  for  determining  the  amount  of  labour  to 
be  required  from  the  apprentices.  Yet  relying  on  your  experience,  and  on  the 
anxious  desire  which  you  have  evinced,  boSi  in  Barbados  and  in  Jamaica,  to 
promote  every  measure  tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  all  classes  within 
your  government,  combined  with  a  watchful  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  appren- 
tices, I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  scales  of  labour  have  been  judiciously 
framed.  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  satisfactory  result  of  the  experi- 
ment in  one  of  the  most  important  districts  of  the  island ;  and  I  am  happy  in 
having  such  good  grounds  for  anticipating  that  the  system,  when  brought  into 
general  operation,  will  be  found  to  give  mutual  satisfaction  to  the  apprentices 
and  their  employers. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 
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—  No.  29.— 


JAMAICA. 


(No.  206.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Gknelg.        No.  29. 


My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  7  Nov.  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  Despatch  (No.  149)  of  the  28th  July  last,  I  hav«  now 
the  honom*  to  transmit  herewith  the  scales  of  labour  prepared  fat  the  rraaainiug 
parishes. 

Wherever  the  system  has  been  fairly  tried,  the  best  results  have  arisen  from  it, 
the  planters  and  apprentices  being  equally  well  pleased ;  but  as  there  are  still 
many  disputes  about  the  eight  and  nine  hour  system  goifig  on,  jt  is  not  yet  in 
my  power  to  report  fully  to  your  Lordship  00  iti^  general  woridng. 

I  have,  j&c. 
(signed)        Lionel  Bmith. 


Portland. 


St.  George'f . 


Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Planters  and  others  interested  in  the  Agricultural  Productions  of  the 
Parish  of  Portlaki),  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Scale  of  Labour  upon  the  principle  of  Task- Work,  and 
applicable  tr>  the  Apprentices,  upon  the  Eight  Hours'  systexn. 


Sy^ar  Culture. 

Digging  cane-holes,  each  labourer  per  diem     ... 

Ditto  cross-holes,  ditto  - 

Dropping  dung,  one  basket  to  each  hole,  of  4  feet  per  acre ; 

number  of  labourers  per  diem      -        -        -        -        - 
Planting  canes,  tops  in  intervals  per  acre,  ditto 
Ditto,  tops  in  holes,  ditto        -        -        -        - 
First  cleaning  of  plants,  by  3d  and  3d  gangs,  ditto    - 
Second  ditto,  and  banking,  ditto     -        -        ^        -        - 
Third  ditto,  and  remaining  bank,  ist  gang,  per  acre,  ditto 
Hoeing  off  grass  or  weeds,  per  acre,  ditto         ... 
First  trashing,  ditto        ..----- 

Second  ditto,  ditto  -        - 

Third  ditto,  and  lodged,  ditto  .        .         .         .        - 

Relieving  stools  from  trash,  ist  ratoons  per  acre,  ditto 
Turning  trash,  ditto        --...-- 
Cleaning  and  moulding  1st  ratoons,  ditto  ... 

Trashing  1st  ratoons,  ditto      --.-.- 
Cutting  and  tying  canes,  1st  gang,  per  hogshead,  ditto 
Ditto,  2d  ditto,  ditto,  ditto      -....- 
Trenching  land,  3  feet  wide,  1 3  inches  deep,  4  feet  in  length 

(each  labourer);  number  of  holes  per  diem    .         .        - 
Close  ploughing,  with  6  to  B  cattle,  2  men  and  boys,  from 

i  to  f  of  an  acre  per  diem. 
Ploughing  cane-holes  with  the  single-breasted  plough,  with 

wiUi  6  to  8  cattle,  2  men,  and  2  boys,  ^  to  |  of  an  acre 

per  diem. 
Stocking  up,  preparatory  to  digging,  per  acre  ;  number  of 

labourers  per  diem      ..-..-- 
Cutting  down  high  bush,  and  hoeing  off  per  acre,  ditto 
Hoeing  off  pasture  land  for  cane-holes,  1st  gang,  ditto 

Manufacture, 

To  make  a  hogdiead  of  sugar  of  16  cwt.,  in  a  day  of  8  hours, 
with  a  cattle  mill,  having  3  spells  of  stock  of  1 2  each  : 

Three  boilermen,  one  stokerman,  two  cfry  trash  carriers, 
(2d  gang  people),  two  mill  feeders,  two  cane  carriers, 
five  cattle  dnvers,  one  boatswain,  two  green  trash 
carriers;,  total  18. 

The  same  number  of  labourers,  with  a  water  mill,  will 
make  24  cwt,  of  sugar  in  a  day  of  8  hours. 

Cultivation  of  Guinea  Grass. 

Hoeing  off  an  acre  of  common  pasture,  or  ruinate,  digging 
grass  holes,  and  planting  the  same  in  guinea  grass  plants 
on  the  piece ;  number  of  labourers,  per  day  ... 

Cleaning  plants,  per  acre,  ditto        ..... 

Cutting  12  cwt.  of  grass  -        .•••-, 
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CtdHvatioM  of  Pimento. 

Billing  pimento  walk,  in  which  the  shade  of  trees  prevents  the  rapid  growth  of  underwood,  per 
acre ;  number  of  labourers,  per  diem,  4. 
Ditto  common  pasture,  annually ;  ditto,  8. 

Gathering  the  pimento,  and  cleaning  the  berries  from  the  stems,  per  barrel ;  ditto,  2. 
Winnowing  500  lbs. ;  ditto,  i. 
Bagging  12  bags ;  ditto,  1. 

Arrow-root  Culture. 

Preparing  an  acre  of  pasture  land  for  arrow-root ;  number  of  labourers,  per  diem,  20. 

Ditto  of  wood  land,  ditto ;  ditto,  30. 

I^iggipg  holes,  or  making  drills  for  planting  arrow-root,  per  acre ;  ditto,  20. 

Plating  same  when  the  plants  are  on  the  spot ;  ditto,  o. 

First  weeding ;  ditto,  20. 

Second  ditto ;  ditto,  40. 

Third  ditto ;  ditto,  15. 

Manvfacture. 

Digging  one  barrel  of  arrow-root ;  number  of  labourers,  per  diem,  1. 

PeeCnjg  and  washing,  preparatory  to  fi;rinding,  per  barrel ;  ditto,  1. 

Grindmg  eight  barrels,  including  fee(kr,  washers  of  flour,  &c,,  with  a  hand  mill ;  ditto,  5. 

Ditto  12  barrels,  with  a  water  mill ;  ditto,  4. 

Carrying  down  produce  to  barquadier,  in  the  absence  of  stock,  from  50  to  70  lbs. ;  ditto,  i. 

Cultivation  of  Ginger. 

Repairing  an  acre  of  ruinate  land;  number  of  labourers,  per  day,  34. 

Digging  trenches  between  10  and  12  inches  apart,  2  inches  deep,  per  acre ;  ditto,  27. 

Planting  an  acre  (children  and  weakly  people),  ditto ;  ditto,  14. 

First  cleaning,  able  people ;  ditto,  9. 

Second  ditto,  ditto ;  ditto,  14. 

Third  ditto,  ditto;  ditto,  10. 

Manufacture. 

Digging,  washing  and  scraping  54  lbs.,  yielding  36  lbs.  when  scnq>ed  (54  lbs.  ratoons  yield  30  lbs. 
when  scraped);  number  of  labourers,  per  day,  1. 

Coopers'  Work. 

One  good  tradesman  to  make  3^^  puncheons  per  week. 
Ditto    -    -    -    4  J  hogsheads. 

Wood  Cutting,  Sfc. 

Cutting  and  cording  hard  wood  for  fuel ;  number  of  labourers,  per  day,  2  per  cord. 
Cuttmg  down  trees,  splitting  and  hewing  1,200  staves  and  heading;  ditto,  16. 

Ditto    -    -    -    ditto    -    -    -     1,000,  22  inch  cedar  or  other  shingles;  ditto,  10. 
Falling,  pitting,  and  sawing  50  feet  hard  wood,  60  feet  eedar,  50  feet  Santa  Maria  or  pruen ;  ditto, 

1  pair. 

Cutting  down,^Tt)ss  cutting,  and  squaring  50  feet  scantling  for  framing ;  ditto,  1. 
To  break  two  barrels  of  hard  river  stone ;  number  of  labourers,  per  day,  i. 


Ditto  three,  limestone ;  ditto,  1. 


Cultivation  of  Provisions. 


Clearing  new  land,  digging  holes  for,  and  planting  an  acre  of  cocoes  and  plantains,  planu  on  the 
spot;  number  of  labourers,  per  day,  40. 
Cleaning  same  per  acre ;  ditto,  9. 
Digging  75  yam  hills,  4  feet  square ;  ditto,  1. 

Port  Antonio,  «6  Nov.  1836.  (signed)        W.  JViUiams,  Chairman. 
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Scale  of  Labour  for  a  Sugar  Estate,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  George,  for  able  Apprentices         JAMAICA. 

in  a  Day  of  Eight  Hours. 


Cane-holes :  holes  to  be  4  feet 

wide,  8  inches  deep 
Cross  ditto      -        -        -        . 

Planting  12  apprentices  to  the 
acre     -        -        -        .        . 

First  weeding  -        -        - 

Second  ditto    -        -        .        - 

Giving  full  banks     ... 

Trashing,  ist  -        -        - 
Ditto  -  2d    - 
Ditto,  if  lodged     -        -        -. 

Cutting  and  tying  ^ood  plants  - 
Ditto     -    -    indifferent 

Turning  trash,  early 
Ditto    -    -    late  ... 
Ditto    -    -    and  moulding    - 

Dropping  manure,  a  basket  to 
each  hole. — N.B.  The  manure 
being  laid  at  a  convenient  dis- 
tance -        -        -        -        - 

Picking  up  tops  (plants) 


Alluvial  and 
Sandy. 


BlackMouldonor 
mixed  with  Clay. 


Per  Diem. 

80  for  each  app. 
180  ditto  - 


12  to  the  acre  - 

10  ditto  - 
10  ditto  - 

12  ditto  - 

8  ditto  - 

8  ditto  • 

16  ditto  - 

12  tothehogsh<^ 
15  ditto  - 

5  to  the  acre  - 
8  ditto  - 
12  ditto  - 


12  ditto 
6  ditto 


Per  Diem. 

75  for  each  app. 
150  ditto  - 


14  to  the  acre  - 

12  ditto  - 
12  ditto  - 

14  ditto  - 

8  ditto  - 

8  ditto  - 

16  ditto  - 

1 2  to  the  hogshd 

15  ditto  - 

5  to  the  acre  - 
8  ditto  - 
15  ditto  - 


12  ditto 
6  ditto 


Stoney,  or  stiff 
Clay. 


Per  Diem. 

50  for  each  app. 
100  ditto. 


iG  to  the  acre. 

16  ditto. 
16  ditto. 

16  ditto. 

8  ditto. 

8  ditto. 

]6  ditto. 

15  tothehogsh^. 
20  ditto. 

5  to  the  acre. 
12  ditto. 
18  ditto. 


12  ditto. 
8  ditto. 


Whenever  the  above  work  is  done  by  the  second  gang,  a  quarter  additional  to  be 
allowed  ;  and  when  by  the  third  or  children  gang,  to  be  nearly  doubled. 

Close  ploughing,  three-quarters  of  an  acre  per  day. 

Plougning  cane-holes,  one  half  acre  per  day. 

Moulding  ratoons,  with  a  single  mould  board  plough,  1  acre  per  day. 

To  make  two  hogsheads  of  good  sugar,  of  40  inches  truss  hoops,  the  following  labour 
will  be  required ;  viz. : 


3  cane  carriers,  men 

4  green  trash  carriers,  women 

1  feeder  to  a  horizontal  mill  - 

2  ditto  to  a  vertical  ditto 

3  boilermen,  1  stokerman 

3  women  to  carry  dry  trash  - 


For  a  day  of  12  hours.  The  extra  4  hours  to 
be  paid  in  money,  or  one-third  of  the  labour  de* 
ducted. 


A  wain  with  6  cattle^  2  drivers,  and  2  loaders,  to  bring  in  a  load  of  canes  every  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  within  half  a  mile,  supposing  the  road  to  be  good. 

The  same  to  apply  in  carrying  out  manure,  but  to  have  three  loaders. 
Mules  in  carrying  canes  or  tops,  1  boy  or  2  mules,  to  make  a  turn  in  every  half  hour,  in 
the  distance  above  stated. 

Two  stillermen,  1  woodcutter,  1  muleman,  with  2  mules,  to  make  a  puncheon  of  rum  in 
a  day,  with  a  retort. 

Staves,  falling,  junking,  splitting,  and  hewing,  100  to  each  man. 

Heading    -    ditto    -     ditto    -    ditto      -       150     ditto. 

Shingles    -    ditto    -    ditto,  hewing  and  dressing,  120  to  each  man. 

Falling,  pitting,  and  sawing  hardwood,  50  feet  to  a  pair  of  sawyers. 

Ditto    -    ditto,  cedar,  60  ditto    -    -    ditto. 

Cutting  down,  crosscutting,  and  squaring  scantling,  50  feet  to  each  man. 

Bunning  stone  walls,  6  masons  to  the  chain,  say  66  feet,  or  11  feet  to  each  man. 

N.B.— Stones  on  the  spot,  walk  of  4  J  feet  high,  with  good  base,  and  capped  with 
large  stones. 
154.  L  Mortice 
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.JAMAICA.  Mortice  posts,  of  sweetwood,  with  3  holes,  12  a  day  1 

— —  Ditto      -    -      ripe  macaw     -    ditto    -      5  ditto    l-  To  each  man. 

Ditto  -  -  softwood  -  ditto  -  15  ditto  J 
Cooperage,  a  hogshead  a  day  of  any  staves,  for  each  cooper. 

Ditto    -  3  phns.  a  week    -    -    ditto    -    -    ditto. 

A  cooper  to  cut  out  and  head  up  10  hogsheads,  if  with  boards ;  and  6  hogsheads,  if  with 
country  heading. 

Wains  carrying  down  produce,  to  travel  at  the  rate  of  a  miles  an  hour. 

Peter  Gibson.  W.  Robertson. 

Adam  Gray.  David  Laton. 

Wm.  Hosack.  Robert  SproulL 

M.  F.  G.  Lemamey.  Hy.  Mason. 

Roger  Swire.  Geo.  B.  Vidal. 

George  Hall.  A.  J.  Schouborg. 


A  Scale  of  Work  adapted  for  Coffee  Plantations,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  George,  drawn 
up  by  practical  and  experienced  Planters,  to  be  performed  by  effective  Apprenticed 
Labourers,  in  a  Day  of  Eight  Hours. 

Description  of  Work.  Quantity  to  be  Performed. 

1.  Fallinc  an  acre  of  wood-land  for  coffee:  From  25  to  30  apprentices  to  an  acre  of 
heavy  woocH-land ;  20  to  30  to  an  acre  of  laud  of  a  middling  description. 

2.  Burning  and  cleaning  off,  6t  to  line :     Twenty-five  apprentices  to  an  acre. 

3.  Lining  the  ground  when  cleared  off:  Ten  apprentices  to  5  acres  in  land  with  a  gentle 
declivity ;  from  J  to  i  more  on  steep  land. 

4.  Digging  holes  and  planting  coffee :     One  labourer  to  plant  100  trees. 

5.  Cleaning  the  field  after  the  coffee  is  3  months  planted,  and  every  subsequent  cleaning 
when  the  grass*  is  not  heavy:  Eight  apprentices  to  an  acre,  equal  to  112  trees  at  7  feet 
square,  or  150  at  6  feet  square,  and  so  on  in  proportion. 

6.  Cleaning  old  coffee  fields  when  foul  after  crop :    Ten  apprentices  to  an  acre. 

7.  Picking  coffee  in  a  desultory  manner  at  the  commencement  of  crop  ^'  in  negro 
phraseology  one  acre'':     Half  a  bushel  for  each  labourer. 

8.  Picking  full-bearing  coffee:  From  2  bushels  to  2^  for  each  apprentice,  the  bushel 
containing  36  quarts,  canying  it  to  the  mill-house. 

g.  Pulping  coffee :  Three  apprentices  will  supply  the  mill  and  pulp  from  30  to  40  boshels 
per  hour,  with  machinery  driven  by  water. 

10.  Hand-picking  good  coffee  for  market :  Each  apprentice  will  pick  2  bushels  per 
day. 

11.  Hand-picking  middling  coffee:     One  and  a  half  bushel  to  each  apprentice. 

12.  Ditto     -    -    Triage  coffee:     One  busheL 

13.  Carrying  coffee  to  market  or  barquadier:  One  boy  to  2  mules,  each  mule  carrying 
from  160  to  200  lbs.,  travelling  at  the  rate  of  3  miles  per  hour,  resting  1  hour  at  the  land- 
ing-place, and  returning  at  the  rate  of  4  miles  per  hour. 

14.  Pruning  coffee:  Opening  and  cleaning  the  trees,  and  pruning  light,  will  take 
1  labourer  to«40  or  50  trees ;  1  apprentice  will  take  offshoots  and  suckers  from  100  to  150 
trees  after  pruning. 

15.  Manuring  an  acre  of  coffee,  the  manure  being  laid  or  carried  out  to  the  fields: 
Twenty  to  25  apprentices  will  open  round  the  roots,  and  apply  manure  to  an  acre. 

Sawing : 

Cedar — Fifty  feet  per  day,  including  falling  and  pitting. 
Mahoe — Forty  five. 
BuUytree— Ditto. 

Splitting  Shingles: 

Four  hands  to  800  shingles,  2  sawing  the  blocks,  and  2  splitting. 

R.  Baugh.  Peter  Gibson. 

James  Baugh.  Adam  Gray. 

Alex.  Campbell.  James  Maxwell., 

A.  J.  Schouborg.  George  Hall. 

Robt.  Murray.  John  M*Craw. 
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—  No.  30.  — 
(No.  211.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.  b.,  to  No.  30. 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  13  November  1837. 

As  regards  the  general  working  of  the  apprenticeship,  we  are  at  present  con- 
siderably disturbed  in  some  districts  by  certain  obstinate  planters  and  managers, 
who  will  not  give  up  the  eight-hours*  system  of  labour,  and  the  struggle  I  have 
long  maintained  has  now,  in  some  parishes,  broken  out  in  open  opposition  by 
planters,  and  in  some  instances  to  open  resistance  by  the  apprentices. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  in  recollection  the  occurrences  in  St.  Thomas  in  the 
Vale  immediately  after  my  taking  charge  of  this  government.  They  were  all  to 
be  traced,  in  origin,  to  the  eight-hours'  system,  added  to  a  great  deal  of  intem- 
perate zeal  and  partial  justice  on  the  part  of  the  special  magistrate. 

That  passed,  and  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale  is  now  the  most  industrious  parish 
in  the  island,  having  generally  adopted  the  nine-hours'  system  and  the  voluntary 
scale  of  labour  laid  down  for  the  mutual  interests  of  planters  and  labourers. 

On  general  reasoning,  it  would  be  presumed  that  the  effects  displayed  by  the 
opposite  system,  that  of  eight  hours,  would  cause  it  to  be  universally  abandoned  ; 
but  I  was  too  sanguine  in  this  conclusion. 

Changes  of  magistrates,  which  I  lately  arranged,  where  I  had  the  least  sus- 
picion of  the  mal-administration  of  the  Abolition  Law,  the  spread  of  information, 
and  consequent  comparison  of  treatment  by  the  apprentices  themselves,  brought 
to  light  more  extensive  evils  of  the  eight-hours'  system — cruel  in  its  operation, 
the  labourer  has  nothing  to  satisfy  him  that  he  is  not  imposed  upon  in  his  time, 
for  he  has  nothing  to  mark  it ;  whereas  the  nine-hours'  system,  prescribed  from 
sunrise  to  sunset,  would,  through  most  seasons  of  the  year,  exclude  imposition. 
It  also  gives  half  Friday,  or  every  alternate  whole  Friday,  for  cultivating  their 
grounds ;  but  the  eight-hours'  system  gives  but  one  hour  a  day.  Thus,  after  a 
man  has  devoted  all  his  strength  in  labour  for  his  master,  he  goes,  exhausted  in 
frame  and  spirits,  to  his  own  work,  and  very  often  at  such  a  distance  that  night 
doees  on  him  before  he  can  commence  it.  In  one  instance,  a  whole  gang,  com- 
plaining of  being  over-worked  under  the  eight-hours'  system,  were  directed  to 
prove  it ;  and  the  answer  was,  they  were  kept  out  till  they  "  counted  the  stars." 

Your  Lordship,  therefore,  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  earnestness  with  which 
I  am  endeavouring  to  extinguish  this  unjust  system. 

In  its  consequences,  the  evil  spread  into  the  Manchioneal  district,  wliere  the 
opposition  to  my  endeavours  to  put  it  down  had  been  violently  and  rudely 
opposed  by  Mr.  ranton.  Her  Majesty's  Advocate-general,  who  has  instituted  a 
prosecution  against  Mr.  Special  Justice  Chamberlaine,  and  who  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  has  endeavoured  to  get  up  a  party  against  my  government,  but  hitherto 
without  success. 

The  same  spirit  then  got  up  in  St.  George's  ;  and  I  have  the  honour  to  annex 
a  copy  of  the  resolutions  come  to  by  a  general  meeting  in  that  parish ;  and  Man^ 
Chester  has  also  appointed  a  general  meeting  for  thri  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
same  system. 

Lord  Sligo,  who  fought  stoutly  for  the  Act  in  Aid,  the  fifth  clause  of  which 
clearly  defines  the  nine-hours'  system,  then  unfortunately  issued  a  proclamation 
making  it  optional ;  hence  all  the  mischief. 

My  course  has  been,  under  the  advice  of  the  Attorney-general,  to  direct  all 
the  special  magistrates  on  no  account  to  disturb  the  eight-hour  or  any  other 
system,  where  the  apprentices  and  masters  were  working  by  mutual  agreement ; 
for  in  crop  season,  particularly  in  coffee  districts,  the  eight-hours'  system,  giving 
more  continuous  labour,  is  desirable,  and  has  never  been  resisted  by  the  la- 
bourers, where  compensated  for  in  food  or  wages ;  but  where  the  apprentices 
complained  against  the  eight^hours'  system,  the  magistrates  were  ordered  to 
demand  the  latest  law,  that  of  nine  hours,  and  if  resisted,  the  managers  were  to 
be  informed  they  had  my  orders  not  to  adjudicate  complaints  of  labour  by  any 
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Other  rule.  The  consequence  has  been,  in  some  instances,  the  apprentices  have 
demanded  and  taken  the  half  Friday,  and  I  have  not  allowed  them  to  be 
punished  for  so  doing. 

I  feel  all  the  awkwardness  and  impolicy  of  demonstrating  to  these  people  a 
practical  principle  of  the  exercise  of  their  own  power,  but  I  had  no  alternative 
against  the  obstinacy  of  their  superiors ;  and  I  feel  quite  confident  I  shall  ulti- 
mately succeed  in  establishing  one  uniform  system. 

Your  Lordship  will  probably  see  in  the  papers  that  we  are  in  a  state  of  open 
rebellion,  and  other  insane  accusations,  usual  to  men  fretting  under  the  loss  of 
absolute  power,  -  and  I  have  therefore  taken  some  pains  with  this  faithful  relation 
of  facts ;  and  the  subject  is  also  again  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature. 

I  know  of  no  country,  except  Jamaica,  where  it  has  ever  been  attempted  to 
carry  on  agriculture  by  two  opposite  systems,  as  regards  the  interests  of  la- 
bourers. It  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  abuse  of  power,  or  a  total  disregard 
of  all  the  stimulants  to  exertion  and  industry. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  in 
So.  30. 


Enclosure  in  No.  30. 

Court-house,  Buff  Bay,  13  October  1837. 
At  the  court-house,  at  Buff  Bay,  on  the  26th  of  September  last,  the  following  protest  was 
entered  into : 

We,  the  undersigned  proprietors  and  managers  of  estates  in  the  parish  of  St.  George^ 
having  adopted  the  eight-hours'  system,  accoiSing  to  the  recommendation  of  Lord  Siigo,  tlie 
late  governor,  who  in  his  circular  to  the  late  custos  of  this  parish,  dated  25th  August  1836, 
states,  "  The  right  of  the  master  to  apportion  the  forty  and  a  half  hours'  work  (to  which  ho 
is  entitled)  in  the  five  first  days  of  the  week  does  not  admit  of  doubt,"  and  was  pointed  out 
to  the  negroes,  in  his  Excellency's  address  of  the  1st  of  August  1834,  do  protest  against  any 
interference  on  the  part  of  any  special  Justice,  for  the  purpose  of  altering,  the  eight-hours' 
system,  which  we  find  best  suited  to  tnis  parish,  as  nearly  half  the  crops  are  usually  made 
after  August 

(signed)        J.  R.  Grossett. 

H.  W.  Hodden. 

William  Hosack. 

W.  P.  G.  Lemasney. 

William  Robertson. 

Adam  Gray. 


St.  George's,  16  September  1887. 


John  Fargie. 
Roger  Swire. 
Robert  Baugh. 
James  Maxwell. 
George  Helps. 
Alexander  Campbell.  . 


And  at  a  meeting  held  this  day  at  the  C!ourt-house,  Buff  Bay,  the  following  resolutions 
were  agreed  on : 

Resolved,  1, — ^That  the  ei^ht-hour  system  having  been  strongly  recommended  in  the  first 
instance  by  Lord  Sligo,  andoy  the  magistrates  of  this  parish,  it  was  adopted,  as  best  suited 
to  the  cultivation,  as  nearly  half  the  crops  are  usually  made  after  August,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  continued  to  tne  end  of  the  apprenticeship. 

Resolved,  2, — ^This  meeting  views  with  deep  regret  the  illegal  attempt  of  Special-justice 
Hewitt  to  enforce  the  nine-hqurs'  system  at  Spring  Garden  estate,  as  a  dangerous  example 
to  other  properties,  where  the  eight-hours'  system  has  been  long  established. 

Resolved,  3, — ^That  the  Abolition  Law  clearly  gives  the  proprietor  or  manager  the  right  to 
grant  the  four  and  a  half  hours  per  week  to  the  apprentices,  either  daily  or  during  the  year, 
as  best  suits  the  estate ;  consequently  it  is  the  determination  of  the  planters  of  St.  Cleorge's 
to  maintain  their  right. 

Resolved,  4, — That  the  above  protest  and  resolutions  be  published  for  one  wedc  in  the 
Despatch  and  Kingston  Chronicle. 


No.  31. 


/XT     .r.Q\  — No.  31. — 

(No.  198.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  29  December  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  Despatch,  No.  211,  of  the  13th  November,  from  vv^hich 
I  regret  to  learn  that  some  districts  in  Jamaica  were  at  that  time  considerably 
disturbed,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  some  planters  and  managers  to  your  endea- 
vours 
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open  to  very  serious  objections,  and  to  be  productive  of  great  dissatisfaction       

among  the  apprentices.     The  course  which  you  have  adopted  with  respect  to  this 
gubject  appears  to  me  to  have  been  dictated  by  a  just  view  of  what  was  conducive 
to  the  real  interests,  not  of  one  class  only,  but  of  the  employers  as  well  as  the 
apprentices ;  and  I  deeply  regret  that  your  enlightened  and  benevolent  efforts 
should  have  been  so  unreasonably  opposed  by  any  portion  of  that  class  to  whom 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  a  right  to  look. for  co-operation  in  the  equitable 
administration  of  the  apprenticeship  system.     I  can  conceive  nothing  more  cal- 
culated to  bring  discredit  on  the  whole  body  than  such  conduct  ,on  the  part  of 
any  considerable  portion  of  it.     It  is  an  imperative  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  government  to  use  every  legislative  method  to  prevent  the  injurious 
consequences  which  must  result,  both  to  the  owners  of  estates  and  the  appren- 
tices, from  a  perseverance  in  such  conduct.     I  have  already  intimated  to  you  in 
a  former  despatch,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  not  hold  themselves 
bound  to  enrorce  the  labour  of  the  apprentices  for  the  benefit  of  the  employers 
by  punishments  open  to  objections  which  the  legislature  had  the  power  but 
declined  to  remove.     Your  refusal  to  allow  of  the  infliction  of  any  punishment 
on  apprentices  who,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  despatch,  have  de- 
manded and  taken  the  half  Friday,  appears  to  me  to  be  conceived  in  the  same 
spirit  and  founded  on  the  same  principle.     I  ^ree  with  you  as  to  the  incon- 
venience of  demonstrating  to  the  apprenticed  population  a  practical  principle  of 
the  exercise  of  their  own  power ;  but  I  must  disclaim,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, all  responsibility  for  this  evil,  as  the  course  which  it  is  their  duty  to  adopt 
has  been  forced  on  them  by  the  conduct  of  other  parties,  and  any  other  course 
would  expose  the  Grovemment  to  the  just  reproach  of  acquiescing  in  a  violation, 
on  the  part  of  the  planters,  of  the  spirit  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery. 
I  have  at  the  same  time  fulL  confidence  in  the  discretion  which  you  will  exercise, 
with  reference  to  this  subject,  in  combining,  with  a  firm  vindication  of  the  rights 
of  the  apprentices,  and  a  steady  opposition  to  vexatious  and  oppressive  conduct, 
every  proper  precaution  for  the  maintenance  of  the   public  tranquillity.     It 
affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  know  that,  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable 
circumstances  you  have  related,  you  entertain  sanguine  hopes  of  ultimate  success 
in  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  system  of  labour.     In  the  prosecution  of  this 
object,  you  have  a  right  to  demand  the  zealous  and  cordial  co-operation  of  every 
gentleman  holding  office  under  the  Crown.     The  conduct  which  you  impute  to 
Mr.  Panton,  Her  Majesty's  Advocate-general,  is  wholly  at  variance  with  this 
principle ;  you  describe  him  as  a  violent  opponent,  in  a  particular  district  of 
the  island,  of  your  endeavours  to  put  an  end  to  a  system  which,  in  entire  con- 
currence with  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  you  consider  injurious  to 
the  welfare  of  a  large  class  of  the  community.     Assuming  that  no  doubt  exists 
as  to  the  line  which  Mr.  Panton  has  taken  on  this  occasion,  I  cannot  hesitate  to 
express  my  opinion,  that  he  ought  no  longer  to  hold  the  office  of  which  he  is 
at  present  in  possession.     I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  one  to  which  any  salary  is 
attached,  and  that  the  casual  emoluments  of  it  are  at  present  inconsiderable.     It 
is,  however,  important  that  no  misconception  should  exist  as  to  Her  Majesty's 
.determination  to  show  her  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of  any  person  who,  holding 
a  commission  from  the  Crown,  opposes  himself  to  that  policy  with  respect  to 
the  Negro  population  which  has  been  strictly  enjoined  on  the  representatives  of 
the  Crown  in  the  West  Indian  colonies,  and  in  the  maintenance  of  which  the 
character  of  this  country  is  deeply  involved.     You  will  therefore  consider  your- 
self fully  authorized  to  remove  Mr.  Panton  from  his  office,  not  as  a  punishment 
for  the  course  which  he  has  adopted,  but  as  a  proof  that  the  whole  influence  of 
the  Crown  and  of  the  Government  will  be  resolutely  exerted  in  supporting 
those  principles  of  which,  in  the  present  instance,  he  has  been  an  open  avowed 
opponent. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Gknelg. 
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—  No.  S2.  — 
(No.  154.) 

No.  32.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  King^s  House,  3  August  1837. 

^NoM^ J  H^yg  tjj^g  honour  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  Special  Justice  Fishboume, 

Fishbourne^o^Hill.  representing  a  very  extreme  and  cruel  case  of  valuation  on  the  services  of  an 
apprentice,  named  Mary  Williams. 
No.  2. 
— 18  July  1837. —      I^  its  consequences  it  amounts  to  a  prohibition,  and  therefore  defeats  the 
Valuation.        intention  of  the  abolition  law. 

^^^ I  have  no  remedy  in  my  power,  but  have  directed  instructions  to  be  given 

Magistrates  *No,  *^^*  ^^  hoard  of  valuation  shall  sit  in  future,  in  which  the  members  are  not 
1197 ;  date'3  Aug.  previously  agreed  to  admit  of  the  usual  deduction  of  one-third  for  contingencies^ 
1837.  which  will  at  all  events  save  the  magistrates'  time. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosures  in  No.  32, 

(No.  1.) 

Sir,  Dover  House,  St.  George's,  26  July  1837. 

Endosares  in  i  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  which   took   place  at 

No.  32.  B^£p  Court-house,  relative  to  the  valuation  of  Mary  Wilhams,  an  apprentice  to  Woodstock 

estate,  in  my  district.     I  beg  you  will  be  good  enough  to  lay  the  matter  before  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  that  I  may  be  instructed  how  to  act. 

The  woman  is  very  desirous  of  purchasing  the  remaining  term  of  her  apprenticeship,  but 
she  is  virtually  prevented  from  doing  so,  and  the  object  contemplated  by  the  Abolition  Act 
defeated,  in  consequence  of  the  very  high  sum  set  upon  her  by  the  magistrate  who  acted  oa 
the  part  of  the  proprietor. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        E.  E.  Fishboume^ 
B.ichard  Hill,  Esq.,  Spanish  Town.  Special  Justice. 


(No.  2.) 

Buff  Bay,  Court-house,  18  July  18S7. 
James  Maxwell,  m.  d.,  Mr.  F.  G.  Lemasney,  and  Edward  E.  Fishboume,  Assisting  Justices. 

Mary  Williams,  a  prsedial  apprenticed  labourer,  attached  to  Woodstock  estate, 
St.  George's ;  from  25  to  30  years  of  age ;  character  tolerably  good ;  has  had  four  children, 
two  now  living ;  health  tolerable ;  eldest  child  is  about  five  years  old. 

William  Hosack,  proprietor,  makes  the  following  statement  on  oath. 

Woodstock  estate's  great  gang  consists  of    -    90  able  people, 
second     -    ditto  -        -    47 
third        -    ditto  -         -     27 

164  or  say  140  averageable  people* 

Average  number  of  bogheads  for  1835  and  1836  is  280  hogsheads. 
If  140  people  :  280  :  :  1  :  2 — or  2  hogsheads  each  per  annum. 

2  hogsheads  of  sugar,  at  50/.  per  hogshead,  is  equal  to  -        -    £.100     —     — 

3  years  at  the  same  rate      -------  -..3 

£.300     -     - 

The 
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The  net  value  of  an  able  apprentice  on  Woodstock  estate  for  three  years  is  300Z.  JAM-ilCA. 

The  ram  crop  is  purposely  excluded,  as,  heretofore,  it  has  paid  all  the  expenses  of  the        ^ 

estate ;  the  sugar,  therefore,  has  been  all  clear  gain. 

Valuation. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Lemasney,  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  at  £.80  -  -  net. 
James  Maxwell,  associating  justice,  at         -        -    50  -  -1 26  ^  per  annum,  with  de- 
Edward  E.  Fishbourae,  special  justice,  at    -        -    60  -  -Jduction  of  one-third. 
The  valuation  could  not  be  completed. 

(signed)        E.  E.  Fishboume,  Special  Justice. 


(No.  3.) 
Cffcular,  No.  1197. 


Sir,  The  King's  House,  2  August  1837. 

In  all  magistrates'  courts  of  valuation  on  apprentices  in  future,  the  special  magistrate, 
before  commencing  proceedings,  is  directed  to  ascertain  from  the  general  magistrates 
associated  with  him  whether  they  are  agreed  to  allow  a  deduction  upon  the  extreme  value 
of  any  such  apprentices  of  one-tlurd  for  contingencies,  which  has  been  the  principle  formerly 
adopted,  but  lately  generally  denied. 

If  the  associated  magistrates  will  not  agree  to  this  just  deduction,  the  court  need  not 
proceed,  but  the  special  magistrate  will  at  once  report  the  valuation  as  inconclusive,  and 
then  give  notice  to  have  other  magistrates  selected  who  will  agree  to  the  usual  deduction 
for  contingencies. 

I  have,  &c. 

Special  Justice.  (signed)         T.  R.  Warren,  Sec. 


—No.  33.— 
(No.  176.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b.        No.  33. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  31  October  1837- 

I  HAVB  received  your  despatch,  No.  154,  of  the  3d  August,  enclosing  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Special  Justice  Fishboume,  relative  to  the  valuation  of  an  apprentice, 
named  Mary  Williams.  The  amount  of  the  sum  fixed  by  Mr.  Lemasney, 
and  its  excess  above  the  valuation,  not  only  of  the  special  magistrate  but  of 
the  associated  justice,  is  so  great  as  to  raise  a  strong  presumption  against 
the  equity  of  the  assessment ;  and  as  I  concur  with  you  in  the  opinion  that  the 
consequences  of  valuations  conducted  on  such  a  principle  would  be  a  prohibition 
on  one  of  the  most  important  privileges  intended  to  be  conferred  on  the  Negroes 
during  the  period  of  apprenticeship,  it  is  clear  that  no  means  within  the  power 
of  the  executive  government  ought  to  be  left  imtried  in  order  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  cases  of  this  description.  The  instructions  contained  in  your  circular  of 
the  2d  August  appear  calculated  to  obviate  the  evil  to  a  certain  extent,  although 
it  might  still  happen,  by  a  continued  reftisal  of  any  of  the  magistrates  composing 
successive  courts  of  valuation  to  assent  to  the  required  deduction,  that  the 
valuation  itself  might  be  postponed  for  a  long  perioc^  if  not  indefinitely,  and  a 
serious  wrong  thereby  inflicted  on  the  apprentice  desirous  of  purchasing  the 
remaining  portion  of  his  apprenticeship.  The  most  efficient  remedy  appears  to 
me  to  be  that  which  was  contemplated  in  my  despatch.  No.  72,  of  the  l7th  TiVftf  Papers  rela- 
August  1835,  to  the  Marquis  of  Shgo,  with  reference  to  this  subject.  In  the  ^jfli^^^J*  ^^33^^^^ 
event,  therefore,  of  a  systematic  refusal  to  assent  to  a  fair  and  equitable  principle  p^^^^  ^^^J^  p,  ^s! 
of  assessment,  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  will  be  fuUy  justified  in  considering  the 
magistrate  who  thus  opposes  an  obstacle  to  the  fair  working  of  the  abolition 
law  as  disqualified  from  the  exercise  of  so  important  a  trust,  and  I  know  of  no 
more  cogent  ground  for  removing  any  gentleman  from  the  commission  of  the 
peace  than  a  deUberate  and  systematic  adherence  to  a  practice  which  involves 
1 54,  L  4  a  sacrifice 
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JAMAICA,       a  sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  a  class  of  persons  who  have  an  especial  claim  on  the 

protection  of  the  government.     I  had  hoped  that  some  alteration  in  the  law 

with  respect  to  valuations  might  have  been  made  by  the  legislature  of  Jamaica, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1836  on  Negro  Apprenticeship.  This,  however,  not  having  yet  been 
done,  it  is  the  more  incumbent  on  the  executive  government  to  secure  the  adminis- 
tration of  that  law  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  who  have  an  equal  respect  for  the 
rights  of  the  apprentices  as  for  those  of  their  employers.  I  should  be  glad  to 
be  informed  whether  the  valuation  of  the  apprentice,  Mary  Williams,  has  yet 
been  completed,  and  on  what  terms,  or  whether  she  still  continues  in  appren- 
ticeship. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenel^. 


(No.  5.) 


—  No.  34. 


No.  34. 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 


My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  8th  January  1838. 

Copy,  Mullet  Hall,      In  reference  to  your  Lordship's  Despatch,  No.  176,  of  the  31st  October  last, 
t.  Georges.  j  \^^j^^  ^^  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Special 

20  December  1837.  Justice  Fishboume,  explaining  the  present  circumstances  and  state  of  Mary 
Williams,  an  apprentice,  whose  valuation  was  not  completed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  in  No.  34. 


Sir,  Mullet  Hall,  St.  George's,  20th  December  1837. 

Enclosure  in  In  reply  to  your  letter,  No.  1430,  dated  13th  instant,  calling  upon  me  to  report  whether 

No.  34.  the  valuation  of  Mary  Williams,  of  Woodstock  estate,  has  yet  been  concluded  on  a  fair  and 

equitable  consideration  of  the  apprentice's  service,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  no  steps 
have  been  taken  in  the  matter  since  I  forwarded  my  report. 

About  two  weeks  after  the  unconcluded  valuation,  Mary  Williams  applied  to  me  for 
advice.  I  recommended  her  to  wait  patiently  until  I  should  receive  a  reply  to  my  comma-, 
nication.  Since  that  period  she  never  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject,  although  I  frequently 
met  her  on  my  visits  to  Woodstock  estate. 

I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Hosack,  her  ovraer,  that  a  bookkeeper  with  whom  Mary 
WiUiams  cohabited,  and  who  it  is  supposed  intended  to  advance  her  the  necessary  money  to 
purchase  her  discharge,  has  left  the  estate  some  time  since,  and  he  believes  she  is  not  now 
able,  even  if  desirous  of  purchasing  her  release. 

Had  the  valuation  been  concluded  upon  fair  and  reasonable  terms  in  July  last,  this  woman 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  now  in  possession  of  unrestricted  freedom,  wmch,  imfortunately, 
from  altered  circumstances,  she  is  not  now  likely  to  obtain. 


Ilichard  Hill,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary, 
The  King's  House. 


(signed) 


I  have,  &c. 
E.  E,  Fishboume,  Special  Justice. 
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—  No.  35.— 
(No.  227.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  11  December  1837. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  an  abstract,  with  corresponding 
returns,  of  all  valuations  of  apprentices,  concluded  and  not  concluded,  from  the 
1st  of  November  1836  to  the  31st  day  of  July  last  inclusive. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


JAMAICA. 


No.  35. 


Abstract, 
56  Returns. 


(Enclosure  in  No.  35.) 

Abstract  of  the  Return  of  Valuations,  Concluded  and  Unconcluded,  by  the  Special  Magistrates,  from  the  ist  of 

November  1836  to  the  31st  day  of  July  1837  inclusive. 


NAME. 

PARISH. 

Number  of 
Concluded 
Valuations. 

SUM  PAID. 

Number  of 

Uncoiicluded 

Valuations. 

SUM  UNPAID. 

£.     s.     d. 

£.      t.    d. 

AUey,  William  H. 

Manchester     ... 

. 

dead. 

ArmstroDg,  Richard     -        .        - 

Vere       .... 

4 

99  10     1 

7 

620     1     - 

Bedford,  St.  John         ... 

St.  David's      -        -        . 

8 

'-^33  13    4 

6 

303  13    4 

Baines,  Thomas  •        -.        .        - 

St.  Thomas-in-the-East    - 

15 

364  16    7 

5 

190  16     8 

Baynes,  E.  Dacres       -        .        - 

Bell,  W.  A.          .        -        .        - 

St.  John's        .        -        . 

5 

284  10    - 

4 

357  j6    8 

St.  Elizabeth's 

44 

1,464    6    8 

H 

477    5    - 

Bourne,  Stephen          ... 

St.  Andrew      -        -        - 

13 

453    -    3 

7 

365  18    8 

Brownson,  W.  H.         -        .        - 

Ditto    .        -        -        - 

dismissed. 

Camaby,  WilUam         .        .        . 

St.  James        ... 

^5 

262  16    4 

3 

133  "     « 

Chamberlaine,  Richard,  jun. 

St.  Thomas-in-the-Kast    - 

23 

614  16     3 

11 

499    -  10 

Cocking,  Ralph  .... 

St.  James        .        .        - 

H 

231     7    Si 

Crockett,  J.  M.    -        -        .        - 

Ditto    .... 

1 

41     -    - 

6 

337    -    - 

Cooper,  R.  S.      - 

St.  Thomas-in-the-Vale    - 

7 

270  12    5 

5 

i^S  15   - 

Daly,  Richard      -        -        -        - 

St.  Andrew      ... 

i7 

505  10    - 

5 

187 

Danson,  Hudi     -        -        .        - 
Dawson,  J.  K.     -        -        -        - 

Manchester     «        .        . 

6 

242    1     8 

5 

186     1    - 

Clarendon       ... 

28 

759    1     9 

8 

457    9    8 

Dillon,  T.  A.       .        .        .        - 

St.  Ann's         ... 

39 

1,284  12    8 

8 

373  11     7 

Dau^trey,  John          .        .        - 

St.  Elizabeth's 

24 

983  17    - 

4 

313    -    - 

Ewart,  David       -        ,        .        . 

St.  Thomas-in-the-East    - 

23 

607  15  10 

6 

391  J3    4 

rishbourae,  £.  £. 

St.  George       ... 

14 

499    7    5 

4 

336    3     3 

Fmlayson,  Walter        ... 

St.  James        ... 

57 

956    -  10 

17 

688    8  10 

Facey,  Richard  S.        .        .        . 

Ditto    .... 

no 

573  13  11  i 

2 

29    3    4 

Gnuit,J.W.       .        •        .        . 

Manchester     -        .        - 

15 

431   13  11 

H 

815    -  10 

Gurley,  J. 

St.  Andrew's  &  Manchester 

6 

191     -    - 

3 

"9    3    4 

Gregg,  G.D.      •        .        .        - 

Trelawny  &  St.  Thomas- 
in-the-East. 

9 

358    7    6 

8 

439    5  10 

Gordon,  George  .        -        -        . 

Clarendon        ... 

4 

75  »3    4 

Harris,  James      -        -        .        . 

St.  Elizabeth 

44 

1,271  18  104 

6 

378     5     3 

Hawkins,  Charles         -        .        . 

Trelawny        ... 

10 

227  13    4 

11 

598  10    - 

Hamilton,  Cheney       .        .        - 

Port  Royal      - 

14 

454  13    6J 

10 

379  »o    5 

Hewitt.  Waiiam  .... 

St.  George's  and  Portland 

15 

480  17     8 

1 

56    -    - 

Hill,  Richard       -        -        -        . 

St.  Catherine  ... 

20 

299    t)    - 

7 

335  "     3 

Hulme,J.  R.        -        -        .        - 

Hanover          •        -        - 

5 

109  15    - 

2 

79    -    - 

Higgins,  G.  0.     - 

St.  Catherine  .        .        - 

2 

59    -    - 

1 

50    -    - 

Kelly,  D.W.       .        -        .        . 

Westmorland  .        .        - 

10 

298    8    8 

10 

584  13    4 

Kent,  Henry        .... 

Port  Royal  and  St.  David's 

7 

223  12    5 

6 

339    8    3 

Lambert,  R.  S.    .        -        -        - 

St.  Mary's       .         .        - 

10 

541  19    4 

8 

375    6    8 

Laidlaw,  Henry  -        -        -        - 
Lyon,  Edmund  B.         -        .        - 

St.  Ann's          ... 

38 

1,267  12    6 

35 

957  H  n 

St.  Thomas-in-the-Fast  & 

29 

716  lo    7 

7 

393    -    - 

Trelawny. 

Marlton,  W.  F.   -        -        -        - 

St.  Mary          ... 

50 

1,406    6  10  J 

17 

678    8    5 

Macleod,A.N.   -        .        .        . 

St.  Dorothy     -        .        . 

9 

487    -    - 

Matthews,  Thomas       -        -        - 

St.  Elizabeth's 

15 

385    -    9 

2 

J39    -    - 

Moresby,  Henry           ... 
Odell,John          •        .        .        . 

Kingston         ... 

60 

974    2    9 

11 

254  16    i 

St.  James's,  Hanover,  and 

2 

74  11     3 

2 

165  13    3 

Westmorland. 

* 
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NAME. 


Oliver,  T.  M. 
O'Reilly,  PhiHp   - 

Philp,  E.  D. 
Pryce,  Samuel*  - 

Ramsay,  William 
Rawlinson,  Stanley 

Re3molds,  John  - 
Ricketts,  S.  R.    - 

St.  John,  Richard 

Thomas,  Thomas 
Thomas,  J.  R. 

Waddington,  H. 
Walsh,  H.  - 

Welch,  A.  - 
Willis,  G.  - 

Woolfrys,  John    - 


*  Hall  Pringle ;  no  return  as  yet  received. 

This  return  does  not  include  the  valuations  by  Major  Light,  Captain  Long,  and  Captain  Alley,  special  justices,  who  had 
died  before  the  foregoing  papers  were  called  for ;  nor  does  it  include  the  valuations  and  releases  effected  by  Mr.  Uojd 
and  Captain  Brownson,  magistrates,  dismissed  from  their  commissions  in  April  last,  and  whose  returns  do  not  distinginrfi 
the  paid  and  unpaid  valuations. 

S.  R.  Wavilley  Sec. 

Richard  HiU,  Assistant  Secretary 

Special  Justice  Depart 


PARISH. 

Number  of 
Concluded 
Valuations. 

SUM  PAID. 

Nember  of 

Uncoucluded 

Valuations. 

SUM  UNPAID. 

Westmorland  .         -         - 
Clarendon       ... 

2 

4 

£.     s. 

67   10 

112      - 

d. 

1 

£.    s.    d, 
15    -    - 

Westmorland  -        -         - 
Trelavvny         -        -        - 

26 

46 

^95    4 
1,141     4 

8 

7 

,j 

262  11     3 
547  10    - 

St.  Catherine  -        -        - 
St.  Ann's         -        .        - 

12 
14 

236    8 
473  10 

4i 

1 

3 
14 

203    2    * 
651  11    8 

St.  Thomas-in-the-Vale    - 
St.  John's  and  St.  Thomas- 
in-the-Vale. 
St.  George's    - 

19 

5 

nil    . 

,?84    4 
345    - 

9 

2 
2 

2 

37  13    4 
110    -    - 

35    -    - 

St.  Thomas-in-the-Vale     - 
Trelawny         ... 

6 
52 

176    - 
1,070  16 

7 

5 
31 

280    -    - 
826    2    8 

Portland          -         -         - 
St.  Mary 

9 
12 

167    - 
395    9 

7 

2 
9 

122    -    - 
429    5    7 

St.  Andrew's  - 

Su  Thomas-in-the-£ast    - 

9 
30 

417  16 
1,133  la 

3 

13 

772  17    4 

^St.  Ann's 

33 

1,197    a 

3 

^7 

1,303    1    3 

1,020 

39499  13 

8J 

405 

18,115  11    4 

Return  of  Valuations  from  the  1st  of  November  1836  to  the  3i8t  of  July  1837  ii^clusive. 


DATE 

of 

Valuation. 

NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

Remarks, 
if  uBconcludcd. 

Pari 

1837: 
24  Jime    - 

SH  OF  Verb  : 
Thomas  Goulburn 

male,  non-prsedial  • 

Beecham  Cottage 

£.     s.     d. 
19  15     - 

£.     s. 

d. 

^ 

Ellen  Waters 

female,    ditto 

ditto      - 

19   15     - 

— 

C.  Johnston 

female,  prasdial 

Harmony  Hall  - 

41      «      1 

22  July    - 

Wm.  Morgan 

T.  Green      - 
E.  Ellis 

male,  praedial,  far- 
rier, spayer  and 
gelder. 

male,  prsedial,  car- 
penter (half  inch.) 

male,  prsdial,  field 

Ashley  HaU       - 

Moreland 
Dunkleys 

. 

185    - 

89    - 
58    - 

- 

-  •  this  man  is  con- 
sidered a  most  va- 
luable apprentice, 
thoroughly  under- 
standing all  dis- 
eases iiKudental  to 
cattle. 

— 

E.  Clarke     - 

male,  non-prsedial, 
servant. 

HaswellHill      - 

16  18     - 

— 

G.  Mills 

male,  prcedial,  field 

BeechamCottage 

- 

63  13 

4 

29    — 

Jos.  Cooper  - 

male,  preedial,  head 
constable,  sawyer. 

ditto      - 

- 

115    - 

- 

— 

Anne  Rickotts 

female,  prandial,  field 

ditto      - 

. 

53    6 

8 

11     — 

E.  Brown     - 

ditto 

Bowens     - 

. 

5^    1 

- 

99  10    1 

620     1 

- 

■« 

Richard  ^rm^ro^ig.  Special  Justice. 
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PATE 
^     of 
Taloation. 


NAME 
Of  Ihe  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Som  Paid. 


Parish  of  St.  Thomas-in-theEast,  Port-Morant  and  Rocky  Poikt  District 


Sum  Unpmid* 


1836: 
19  Nov.    - 

17  Dec.    - 

1837: 
14  January 

fli  January 
28  January 

18  Feb.     . 


1  April 
6  May 
19  May 


8  July     - 


15  July    - 

32  July    - 


From  the  1st  November  1836  to  the  aist  July  1837  inclusive.     £.    s. 


Sikee  Douelas 
Mai^aret  Arnott    - 
Fanny  Perkins 
Billy  Antilony 

Charlotte  Dismofe 
Alex.  Beckford 
Henryeta  Coley     - 
Fabia  Black  - 
Anne  Beckford 
Eliza  Shaw  - 
Mary  Bernard 
Mary  Pinnock 
Mary  Prince 
Saran  M'Courty    - 
Catherine  Gordon 
Emily  Scott 
Catherine  Real 
Fanny  M*Coarty  - 


Sarah  Patterson 
William  Nonville 


female,  pr,  ap. 
female,  non-pr.  ap. 
female,  pr.  ap. 
male^  non-pr.  ap.    - 

female,  non-pr.  ap. 
male,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr,  ap. 

ditto 
female,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr.  ap. 
female,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr.  ap. 
female,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr.  ap. 
female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


ditto 
-  -  male  praedial  un- 
attached, head  car- 
penter and  wheel- 
wright. 


Parish  of  St.  John,  Guanaboa  District  : 

1837: 
4  Jan. 


28  March 
18  April    - 
2  May     - 


11  May 
1  July 


Sarah  Mills  - 
Ann  Blair     - 
Jane  Cummins 
Robert  Archer 
William  Thomas    - 
J.  Wilson 
Nicholas  Kelly 
Mary  Therwoval    - 
Sarah  Donald 


female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 
female,  pr.  un. 
male,  pr.  un. 

ditto 

ditto 
male,  pr.  ap. 
female,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr. 


Parish  of  St.  Andrew,  Windward  District: 
1836: 

John  Thomson 


10  Dec. 

1837: 

11  Jan. 

13  Feb. 


7  March  - 

27  March - 

28  March  -> 
12 April   - 

26  April    . 
22  May 
19  June    ■ 

3  July 
18  July     . 


154- 


Margaret  Cameron 
Dolly  Bell     - 
Evelina  Whittle     - 
Rt.  March  Whittle 
Richard  Williams  - 
Esther  Shaw 
Amelia  Reynolds  - 
Ann  Pinnock 
Susan  Bermingham 
James  Grant 
Mary  A.  Kirkpatrick 
Rachael  Simson     - 
Daniel  Joseph 
James  Hinds 
Joseph  Stuart 
Robert  Whittle      - 
Frances  Whittle     - 
Elizabeth  Castile  - 
Joseph  Cockburn  - 
Edward  Fishbourne 


male,  pr.,  unat. 

fe.,  n.-pr.  hou.-serv. 

ditto 

ditto 
male,  pr.  att. 

ditto 
f.,  n.-pr.  c.  &  h.-ser. 
female,  pr.  att. 
female,  non  pr. 

ditto,  little  girl  - 


female,  pr.  att. 

ditto 
male,  pr.  att. 
do.,driv.of  am.  gang 
male,  pr.  att. 

ditto,  and  const, 
fem.,  n.-pr,,h.-8er. 

ditto 
male,  pr.  att. 
male,  n.-pr.  h.-serv. 


M  2 


Retnal 
Nutt's  River 
Stoaks-hall 
Mrs.  Hoffman 


Montpelier 

ditto 
Stoaks-hall 
Pera 

Montpelier 
Bowden  - 
Montpelier 

ditto 
Stoaks-hall 
Lyssons    - 
Montpelier 

ditto 

ditto      - 
Lyssons     - 


Phillipsfield 

Mr.  Noyse,  master 


Total  -  -  £. 


Spring  Vale 

ditto      - 
Prospect   - 

ditto      - 
Bowerwood 

ditto      - 
Mr.  Hogg 
Crawle 
Mr.  Byleg 

Total  -  -  f . 


63 
30 
31 
13 


d. 

8 
8 
8 


20    -    - 


13    10     - 
12      -     - 


21      -     - 


£.    s.    d. 


31  10    - 


17  13 
17  13 
24    - 


16 
15 
3+ 
8 
40 
15 
42 

no  cause  stated. 

ditto. 

-  -  promised  to  bring 
the  amount;  has  not 
don«  80 ;  called  with  it 
yesterday  (17th  Sept.), 
but  I  was  from  home. 

-  -  In  this  case  the 
master  offered  him 

50/.  per  annum  and  all  his  present  allowances, 
house,  grounds,  &c.;  has  declined  it,  and  said 
some  person  would  pay  the  amount. — In  no  in- 
stance have  the  local  magistrates  refused  to  re- 
duce the  thirds  from  the  valuation. 

Thos.  Baines, 
Spec.  Justice. 


100    -    - 


Remarks, 
if  unconcluded. 


DO  cause  stated. 


364  16    7 


45     - 
22  10 

44    6 
73     6 


9    6    8 


284  10    " 


190  16    8 


70    -  -  1 

70    -  -   I 

66    3  4   ( 

51  13  4  ^ 


257  16    8 


Content    - 

Middleton 

ditto 
Peter's  Rock 

ditto      - 
Newton     - 
Clarcmont 
Constitution  Hill 
Hall's  Prospect  - 
Silver  Hill 

ditto 
Maryland  - 
Content    - 

ditto 
Silver  Hill 
Mount  Lebanon 
Peter's  Rock 

ditto      - 
Middleton 
Charlemont 

ditto      - 


Total 


72  17    4 


25  11     1 

67    8    7 

23    6    8 

53    6    8 

17    -    - 

8  17  10 


32  16    8 


60  15  - 

17  13  4 

16  13  8 

36  13  4 

20    -  - 


20  11     1 
16    9    - 

67     8    7 


45     3 
26  13 

34  13 
55     - 


Were  not  pro- 
vided with  funds 
sufficient. 


E.  D.  Barnes, 
Special  Justice. 


-  -  difference  as  to 
class. 


4.^3    ■-     2     I  265  18     8 


Jigitized  by 


Stephen  Bourne, 
Special  Justice. 

Google 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

NAMF. 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

Remarks, 

of      1    _./'■; 

of  the 

or  of 

Sum  Paid. 

Valuation. 

Of  the  Apprentice. 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

ifuQcoiiclttded. 

1 

Parish  of  St.  David,  Yali 

lah's  District  : 

£.    «• 

d. 

£•    s*    d* 

*  6  Jan.  183-3 

J   Eliza  Jaib     - 

female,  non-pr. 

^olus  Valley     - 

32    - 

— 

1  Feb,    . 

Sally  Roberts 

ditto 

ditto      - 

34    - 

- 

_ 

Diana  Amett 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Albion 

58    6 

8 

35    — 

Mary  Henry 

female,  non-pr. 

Cocoa  Walk      - 

18    - 

— 

37     — 

Mary  Wright 
A.  Douglas  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Windsor  Forest  - 

41     - 

- 

2  March 

male,  pr,  unatt. 

Bloomfield 

- 

- 

64    -    - 

10    — 

N.  Forbes     - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Middleton 

- 

• 

60    -    - 

— 

J.  Harris 

boy,  pr.  ap.  - 

Mount  Suiai 

30    - 

— 

1  June    - 

E.  Dick 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Norris 

- 

38    -    - 

-« 

M.  A.  Anderson    - 

ditto 

Windsor  Castle  - 

- 

- 

42    -    ^ 

— . 

D.  Law 

male  pr.  unatt. 

R.  Law     . 

- 

• 

52  15    - 

-~ 

Francis  Tyrie 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Fair  Prospect    - 

- 

• 

46  18  11 

7    — 

J.  Ruse 

male,  pr.  ap.,  head 
coop.,  carp.  &  con. 

Cocoa  Walk      - 

i02    6 

8 

1  July    - 

H.  WCson    - 

female,  non-pr. 

River  Head 

Total  -  £. 

18    - 

- 

St.  J.  Bedford, 

233  13 

4 

303  13    4 

Spec.  Jutu 

Parish  of  St,  Elizabeth 

District  : 

2  Nov.  1836 

Aaron  Johnston     - 

pr.  sawyer     - 

Cs.  Patrick,  deed. 

55    - 

.. 

8    — 

Susan  Brown 

pr.        .        -        . 

Mexico     - 

35    - 

— 

»- 

Margery  Rose 

non-pr. 

ditto      - 

20    - 

. 

»- 

William  Reid 

pr.  field 

Oxford      - 

. 

. 

35    -    - 

2  Jan.  1837 

Frances  South 

non-pr. 

James  South 

22  10 

.. 

6    ^ 

Ellen  Berry  - 

ditto 

Bagdale     - 

15    - 

. 

— 

Amelia  Uoyd 

pr.        .         .        . 

Elim 

38    - 

<- 

— 

Susan  Daniel 

non-pr. 

Two-mile  Wood 

.   19    - 

. 

— - 

Christopher  Blake  - 

ditto 

Lancaster  - 

• 

10    -    - 

«— 

Providence  D.  Blake 

ditto 

ditto      . 

.        • 

• 

7    -    - 

_ 

Thomas  D.  Blake  - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

. 

• 

10    -    - 

«— 

Sarah  Toppmg 
Ann  Mullings 

ditto 

Elim 

22    - 

V 

-. 

ditto 

Two-mile  Wood 

19    - 

^ 

-_ 

William  M'Corkell 

ditto 

ditto      - 

12    - 

^ 

— 

Isabella  Daly 

ditto 

ditto      . 

22    - 

. 

— 

Rosana  Daly 

ditto 

ditto 

22    - 

. 

— 

Simon  Atkinson     - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

. 

. 

10    -    - 

— . 

Mary  Ann  Chambers 

ditto 

ditto      - 

. 

. 

12    -    - 

7  Feb.    - 

Harriet  Andrews  - 

ditto 

Oxford      - 

21     . 

,. 

— 

Susan  Taylor 

ditto 

ditto      - 

21     -. 

_ 

— 

Rosetta  Schomberg 

ditto 

Mrs.  Corf 

24    - 

^ 

-^ 

Mary  Clarke 

ditto 

Miss  Blair 

20    - 

— 

18  March 

Edward  Carr 

pr.  mason      - 

John  Hylton 
Heirs  Wm.  Shaw 

90  16 

8 

— 

James  Shaw  - 

ditto,  field 

47  10 

.. 

— 

John  Griffith 

ditto,  carpenter  - 

William  Rowe    - 

. 

90    -    - 

--hired  at  his  own 

— 

Mary  Thompson    - 
Ellen  Dunkley      - 

non-pr. 

Bagdale    - 

22    - 

— 

wish. 

_ 

pr.        .        .        . 

Mexico 

. 

• 

5^    5    - 

— 

Rose  Ann  Williams 

ditto 

ditto      - 

• 

• 

35    -    - 

— 

Thomas  Richards  •* 

ditto,  field  - 

Appleton  - 

- 

• 

45    -    - 

.— 

Thomas  Pennock  - 

pr.  cooper     - 

Two-mile  Wood 

82    - 

— 

— 

Wm.  Burt  Wright  - 

ditto,  field    - 

Est.  Miss  Burt  - 

50    - 

» 

— 

Margaret  Can- 

ditto 

H.  Hutchinson  - 

.. 

45    -    - 

11  April   . 

Joseph  Williams    - 

pr.  carpenter 

Mitcham  - 

75    - 

-i 

— 

Geo,  Adams 

ditto,  field 

Union 

• 

52    -    - 

— 

Jane  Isaacs  - 

nonpr. 

Keynsham 

15    - 

.« 

— 

Sarah  Golburn 

ditto 

Oxford      - 

17  10 

«_ 

— 

Sarah  Watson 

ditto 

Windsor    - 

17  10 

. 

9  May    - 

Flora  Smith  - 

ditto 

Bagdale     - 

19    - 

«. 

— 

John  M*Cleish 

pr.  field 

Rose's  Valley     - 

44  10 

~ 

— 

Lewis  Wright 

non-pr. 

Barton 

18    - 

.. 

— 

Thomas  Murray    - 

pr.  field 

Mrs.  Monteith   - 

50    -. 

_ 

6  June    - 

Eliza  Smith  - 

non-pr. 

Oxford      . 

16    - 

^^ 

— 

Edward  Stevenson 

pr.  carpenter 

Lancaster  -  .     - 

. 

. 

40    -    - 

— 

Joseph  Taylor 

ditto,  field 

Mount  Pleasant 

50    - 

. 

— 

Elizabeth  Smith     - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

45    - 

^^ 

— 

Francis  Martin 

ditto 

Brighton   - 

50    - 

_ 

— 

Caroline  White      - 

non-pr. 

Grosmonde 

«. 

3  July   - 

Amelia  Thompson  - 

ditto 

Harmony  Hall  • 

16    - 

_ 

— 

James  Stewart 

pr.  carpenter 

ditto 

65    - 

_ 

— 

Thomas  Samms     - 

ditto 

ditto 

70    - 

^. 

— 

Robert  Williams    - 

ditto,  field 

Grosmonde 

45     - 

. 

— 

Elizabeth  Samuels 

pr.        -         .        - 

Carrisbrook 

. 

35    -    - 

— 

Margaret  Dodd     - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

15    - 

.. 

— 

G.  W.  Dickenson  - 

ditto 

Barton 

48    . 

— 

— 

E.  A.  Farquharson 

non-pr. 

Miss  R.  Javary  - 

8    - 

«. 

— 

Frances  B.  Ewing  - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

5    - 

.. 

— 

Rebecca  Myers     - 

pr.        -         -         - 

Belmore  Castle  - 

3O    - 

.. 

— 

Rachael  Blake       - 

ditto 

ditto      . 
Total  -  -  £. 

40    ^ 

- 

initiyprl  h\/  V 

477    5    - 

'^   JV.A.BeO, 
'^St^.  Justice. 

!             I 

1,464    6 

8 
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DATE 

of 

Valoarion. 

NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 

Sum  Paid. 

Sam  Unpaid. 

Remarks, 
if  uuconcluded. 

Parish 

,                                      , 

OP  St.  James,  Centre  and  Sea-Side  to  Leeward  District 

• 

1836: 
5  Nov.  - 

£.     s. 

d. 

£.    «.    d. 

James  Davis 

male,  non-pr. 

Miss  Comft.  Hine 

11  18  11 

Frances  Williams  - 

female,  non-pr. 

ditto      - 

9  11     " 

2 

Ann  Gordon 

ditto 

Miss  S.  J.  Hine 

11  18  1 

11 

12     — 

Mary  Aitken 

ditto 

St.  James's  Park 

10    4 

— 

26    - 

Alex.  S.  OgUvy    - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Reading  Pen     - 

13    - 

8 

10  Dec.  - 

Ann  Parks    - 

female,  non-pr. 

Irwin 

16    - 

- 

David  Buchanan    - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Reading  &  Plumb. 

48    - 

- 

17  - 

Mary  Panther 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Bogue 

18    2 

6 

1837- 
7  Jan.    - 

Rosy  W.  Lawrence 

female,  n(m-pr. 

Mr.  John  Hine  - 

- 

- 

18    -    - 

11  March 

William  Henry      - 

male,  non-pr. 

Mrs.Teasdale    - 

11     3 

3 

aApril  - 

29   - 

Helena  Holmes     - 

female,  non-pr. 

Williamsfield     - 

16    5 

Ll 

William  Sheergold 

male,  non-pr. 

Claremount 

10    4 

— 

6  May  - 

Frances  Bird 

female,  non-pr. 

Reading    • 

9  16 

8 

13   — 

Andrew  Wilson     - 

ma.,  pr.  ap.,  carpent' 

Gnilsbro'  - 

- 

- 

85   11      2 

Mary  Patterson     - 

female,  non-pr. 

Mr.  Lumly 

14    5 

11 

15  July    - 

Augusta  Alison      - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Worcester 

18    5 

5 

22    — 

Silvia  Wilson 

ditto 

Copse 

45    - 

— 

Alexander  Ogilvy  - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Reading  &  Plumb. 
Total    -  £. 

BAL  District  : 

- 

- 

30     -     - 

262  16 

4 

133    11      2 

WiUiam  Camaby, 

Special  Justice. 

Parish 

OF  St.  Thomas-in-the-East,  Manchioni 

1836: 

10  Dec.  . 

Clarissa  Currie 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Jane  Wright 

21     2 

6 

George  Russell      - 

male,  pr.  unattached 

ditto      - 

40    5 

- 

14   — 

Janet  M'Quais      - 
Robert  M'Farlane 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Fair  Prospect  est. 

17    6 

8 

^ 

17    — 

male,  pr.  ap. 

A.  Cameron,  esq. 

- 

- 

54    7    6 

Sarah  PhilUps 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Williamsfield  est. 

H    3 

4 

1837: 

14  Jan.    - 

Thomas  Blakely    - 

male,  non-pr.,  hos- 
pital doctor. 

Spring  Valley  est. 

31  13 

4 

19    — 

Margery  Cousens  - 
Letitia  Pringle 

female,  non-pr. 
female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto      - 
Happy  Grove  pi. 
Mulatto  River  est. 

24  13 
43     3 

4 
4 

16    Feb.- 

AUick  Ross  - 

male,  pr.  ap.,  young 

16     2 

11 

«_ 

Elizabeth  Saunders 

fem.,  pr.  ap.,  young 

ditto      - 

18    8 

9 

- 

Hannah  Saunders  - 

female,  non-pr. 

Spring  Valley  est. 

9  14 

7 

— 

James  Clarke 

male,  pr.  ap.,  cooper 

Muirtown  estate 

69    3 

4 

18    — 

Christiana  Nicholas 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Elrawood  estate 

36    - 

- 

24   — 

J.  H.  A.  Lawrence 

male,  pr.ap.,  young 

Hartford  estate  - 

- 

- 

14    6    8 

25    — 

Thomas  Scott 

male,  pr.,  un. 

Kensington  plant. 

- 

- 

106  13    4 

16  March 

Margaret  AUwood 

female,  non-pr. 

Providence  estate 

25    - 

- 

_ 

Mary  Johnson 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Windsor  Forest  - 

m                    m 

- 

60    -    - 

... 

Thomas  Graham  -  1  male,  pr.  ap. 

ditto      - 

- 

- 

38    6    8 

.. 

Cath.  Bloomfield  -  1  fem.,  pr.  ap.,  young 

Mulatto  River   - 

12      - 

- 

_ 

Sarah  Hunter 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Windsor  Forest  - 

- 

- 

38    6    8 

25    — 

Sophia  Thompson  - 

fem.,  pr.ap., young 

Hartford  estate  - 

- 

- 

12    -    - 

1  April  - 

Peggy  MTherson  - 

female,  non-pr. 

Hector's  River  est. 

19   17 

6 

8    — 

Richard  Murray    - 

male,  pr.,  un. 

Kensington  plant. 

- 

- 

36    -    - 

15    — 

John  M'Nab 

ma.,  pr.ap.,  carpent' 

Happy  Grove     - 

- 

- 

60    -    - 

23     — 

Christian  Kelly      - 

femfde,  non-pr.      - 

Egg  Hill  plant.  - 

14   13, 

4 

1  May    - 

Jessy  Bigson 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Mulatto  River    - 

23   15 

- 

13    — 

Riclunond  Murdock 

male,  non-pr. 

Betty's  Hope     - 

22    13 

4 

Alexander  Ross     - 

ditto 

Mulatto  River   - 

36   13 

4 

— 

Polly  Currie 

female,  pr.  ap. 

^lulatto  River  est. 

31      6 

8 

18    — 

Jasper  Farmer 

male, pr.ap.,  young 

Staininff  estate  - 
Egg  Hill  plant.  - 
Williamsfield      - 

12      - 

- 

20    — 

Susan  King  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

- 

- 

45    -    - 

~. 

Mary  Wedderbum 

ditto 

- 

- 

45 

27    — 

Elizabeth  Eatson  - 

female,  non-pr. 

Rural  Vale  estate 

18      - 

- 

29  Jdy    - 

Thomas  Fisher 

male,  pr.  ap.          -  ]  Grange  Hill  Pen 

48     - 

— 

1 

i 
1 

1 

Total    -  £. 

614   16 

3 

499—10 

154- 


M  3 


R.  Chamberlaine,  Jun.,  Special  Justice* 
Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

N  A  IM  E 

Sex>  Class,  and  Trade 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

RemaA,, 

of 

of  the 

or  of 

Sam  Paid. 

Sam  Unpaid. 

Valuation. 

of  the  Apprentice. 
mes,  Windward  Dis 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

ifuncoDcludei, 

St.Ja 

TRICT  : 

1837- 

£.     s.   d. 

£.     s.    d. 

35  Jan.    - 

Catherine  Scott     - 

female,  non-pr. 

Leogan  estate    - 

20    -    - 

1  March 

Elizabeth  Ferguson 

ditto 

Canan  estate      - 

17    -    - 

.-.. 

David  Mills  - 

male,  non-pr. 

ditto      . 

17    -    - 

1  April  - 

Mary  A.  Anderson 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Chatham  estate 

17  15    7 

13     — 

Ann  Campbell 

ditto 

Content  estate  - 

17    4    2 

1  May    - 

Kate  «/ias  Catherine 

ditto 

Dunfries  estate  - 

10    -    - 

— 

Pitt      -        -        - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

ditto      - 

19  lO     - 

.i.. 

Cxxffu  alias  J.  Dunston 

ditto 

ditto      - 

17    6    8 

1  June  - 

Charles  Hardeman 

male,  carpenter     - 

Canan  estate      - 

41     6    9 

— 

Ann  VViggin 

female,  non-pr. 

Spot  Valley 

4  13    4 

. — 

Bessy  Anderson     - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 

12  13    4 

— 

Judy  alias  P.  Barrett 

ditto 

ditto      - 

12  13    4 

1  July    - 

Sarah  Ross  - 

female,  non-pr. 

Chatham  estate 

14    8  lof 

— 

Mary  M*Farlane    - 

ditto 

Adelphi  estate  - 

10    5    5 

Total    -    £. 
5  District  : 

231  17    5 i 

ii.  Cocking, 
Sp.  Magistnte. 

Parish  of  St.  Thomas-in-the-Vale,  Windwari 

1836: 

11  Nov.  - 

Henry  Paterson     - 

male,  pr.  un. 

Edward  Clouston 

63    -    - 

25    — 

Robert  Shand 

m.,  n-p.,  hothousem. 

Bybrook  estate  - 

40     ..     - 

3  Dec.  - 

Mary  Ann  Birkett  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Alex.  Hunter     - 

- 

46  15     - 

1837: 

\ 

17  Feb.   - 

Alex.  M' Donald    - 

male,  pr.  ap.,  carp"" 

Hoghole    - 

. 

59    -    - 

... 

A;'ch.  Sutherland  - 

male,  non-pr. 

ditto  ^  - 

20    -    - 

11  March 

Alexander  Green  • 
Ja.  les  Reid  - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Bybrook    - 

51     -    - 

21  April  - 

male,  pr.  un. 

John  Munro 

. 

- 

-  -  Associate  jus- 

.. 

William  Dobney    - 

male,  pr.  ap.,  carp' 

Springfield 

50    -    - 

tices  insisting  od 

— 

Sarah  Dobney 

female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

i6  13    4 

too  high  a  sum. 

— 

Frances  James 

ditto 

Mount  Mathews 

i6  13    4 

-^ 

Rosa  Richards 

ditto 

Mount  Industry 

•        -        . 

-  -  Refused  to  de- 

19 May   - 

Phillis  Francis 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Mount  Concord 
Total    -    £. 

53     5    9 
270  12     5 

duct  one-third. 

145  15    - 

li.  S.  Cooper, 
Sp.  Magistrate. 

Parish  of  St.  James,  Maroon  Town: 

1837: 

2  March 

Thomas  Bernard    - 

male,  pr.,  carpenter 

Bandon     - 

•        .        . 

59    -    - 

one-thi-d  deducted. 

— • 

George  Gray 

male,  pr.,  field  ap. 

Flamstead 

.        -        - 

39    -    - 

ditto. 

27  April  . 

James  Currie 

male,  non-pr. 

Castle  Weemyss 

-        -        - 

ditto. 

— 

Irene  Nailson 

female,  non  pr. 

ditto 

... 

i8    -    - 

ditto. 

14  June   - 

James  Taylor 

m.,pr.,  carp^&  coop' 

Spring  Mount    - 

•        -        - 

98    -    . 

ditto. 

— 

Jerry  Carrol 

ma.,pr.,carp'  &  mason 

Content     - 

-        -        - 

98    -    - 

dkto. 

5  July  - 

Robert  M'Kinelay 

male,  pr.,  carpenter; 

Twyford    - 

41     -    - 

ditto. 

not  healthy. 

Total    -    £. 

41     -    - 

327    -    - 

/.  M.  Crockett, 

=^-                1 

Special  Justice. 

Parish  of  St.  Andrew's,  Central  District: 

From  3d  March  to  31st  July  1837  inclusive. 

1837: 

7  March 

Elizabeth  Hugatc  - 

fem.,  n.-p.,  hd.cook 

Miss  Green's  tavn. 

50    -    - 

r           -           - 

one-third  deducted. 

4  April  - 

Jane  Taylor 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Hairs  Delight    - 

5^    -    - 

... 

ditto. 

11     — 

Ann  Inch 

female,  invalid 

George  Pain 

-  10    - 

— 

Margaret  Jackson 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Stirling  Castle    - 

32     -    - 

. 

ditto. 

— 

Judy  Tate    - 

female,  non-pr. 

Hope  estate 

16    -    - 

. 

ditto. 

1  May  - 

Johan  Williams 

female  pr.  ap. 

Sarah  Eraser 

20    -    - 

- 

ditto. 

— 

William  Armstrong 

male,  pr.,  carpenter 

Maverley  - 

-        -        - 

77    -    - 

— 

William  Seward     - 

male,  pr.,  ap. 

William  Conoly 

45    -    - 

- 

ditto. 

._ 

John  Hume  - 

male,  non-pr. 

Hope  estate 

20     -    - 

... 

ditto. 

83    — 

Hanna  Christian    - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Spring  estate     - 

45    -    - 

-  .      - 

ditto. 

— 

Thomas  Moody     - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

James  Cockbum 

20    -    - 

— 

Susan  Moody 

female,  pr.  ap. 

... 

•        .        - 

5    -    - 

— 

Louisa  M  attic 

ditto 

Mattic  Pen 

.        .        - 

40    -    - 

i— 

Eliza  Taylor 

female,  non-pr. 

Hope  estate 

16 

ditto. 

-^ 

Judy  Barnet 

female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 

50    -    - 

. 

ditto. 

27  Jane  - 

Mary  Gordon 

ditto 

Cedar  Valley      - 

30    -    - 

. 

ditto. 

4  July  - 

Ann  Trueman 

ditto 

Mr8.A.M«lienzie 

30    -    - 

. 

ditto. 

George  T.  Rud 

male,  non-pr. 

ditto      - 

10    -    - 

-        -        - 

ditto. 

35     — 

Eleanor  Baugh 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Hall's  Prospect  - 

40    -    - 

*  1 

ditto. 

— 

Thciras  E.  East    - 

male,  non-pr. 

Rose  Mount 

25    -    -       -        -        -i 

ditto. 

— 

AbrpJiam  Hughes  - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

20    -    - 

- 

ditto. 

— 

Thomas  Dillon 

male,  pr.  ap. 

ditto      - 

- 

45    -    - 

P.  Daly, 
Special  Justice. 

Total    -    £. 

505  10    - 

187    -    - 
^r^ 

Jig 

itized  by  V^nC 

>og[e 
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DATE 

of 
Valuadoo. 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Parish  of  St.  Andrew's,  Central  District: 
From  the  ist  August  to  the  30th  September  1837  inclusive. 


1837: 
1  Aug. 


15   — 


33    — 


39   — 


5  Sept. 

12  Sept 


Agnes  Marks 
Jane  Gilmore 
James  Webster 
Cecelia  Edwards  - 
Jane  M'Farlane    - 
James  Daly  - 
Sarah  Syms  - 
Jeanet  Waller 
Nat.  Marsden 
Edward  Campbell  - 
James  M*Leod 
William  Mattis      - 
Julia  Clifford 
M.  A.  Dawkins     - 
Alexander  Gill 
William  Spence    - 
Edward  Yoimg 
John  Young 
James  Caftrey 
Mary  Vernon 
Mary  Ann  Vernon 
Henry  Brown 
Mary  Curtis  - 
Betsy  Curtis  - 
Mary  Gardiner 
William  Thomas   - 
Edward  Bryant 
William  Fuller      - 
Sophia  Rackland  - 
Thomas  Himt 
Eliza  Thomas 


female,  non>pr. 

ditto 
male,  non-pr. 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 
non-pr.,  h**  carpentr 
fe.  pr.,  washerwoman 
fe.  pr.,  occasional  - 
male,  pr. 
male,  non-pr. 
male,  pr. 
male,  non-pr. 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 
male,  pr. 

ditto 
male,  non-pr. 

ditto 

ditto 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 
male,  pr. 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

ditto 
male,  pr. 
male,  non-pr. 
non-pr.,    carpenter 
female,  pr.    - 
male,  non-pr. 
female,  pr.  ap. 


J.  R.  Bryce 
T.  Dasiloa 

ditto      - 

ditto      - 

Cherry  Garden  - 
Dr.  C.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Arrow  Smith 
Salisbury  Plain  - 
D.  Duncan 
Cedar  Valley     - 

ditto      - 
John  King 
HalFs  Prospect  - 
D.  Cooper 
Miss  Asher 
Mr.  Kerr  - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
William  Rose     - 
Mr.  Kerr  - 

ditto 

ditto 
Miss  Baker 
Maverly    - 
James  Sadler     - 
Hope  estate 
Amy  Ann  Hall  - 
Cedar  Valley     - 


Sum  Paid. 


21 
16 
10 
16 
11 


s.    d. 
6    8 

6     8 


6  April  - 
10  June  - 


Parish  of  Manchester, 
Fh)m  the  1st  November  1836 
1837: 

A.  Copeland 
Sarah  Richards     - 
Richard  Tomlinson 
Richard  Frith 
Mary  Frith  - 
M.  Colliard  - 
Sarah  Blake  - 
Eliza  Rose    - 
M.  Swaby    - 
William  Gauntlet  - 
Sarah  Bowen 


17   — 

8  July 
is   — 


District  Colonies. 
to  the  31st  July  1837  inclusive. 


male,  pr.,  sawyer  - 
female,  pr.  ap. 
male,  pr.,  sawyer  - 
male,  pr.,  cooper  - 
female,  pr.     - 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

ditto 
female,  pr.    - 
male,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr.  ap* 


Parish  of 
1836 


St.  Ann's,  Leeward  District: 


3  Nov. 


10  Dec. 


uMar.1837 


William  Clark 
Frances  Davis 
William  Webb 
William  Cole 
Thomas  Wood 
Robert  Dixon 
Job  Dale 
Henry  Sharpe 
Francis  Gordon 
William  Palmer 
James  Oliver 
Henry  Wallace 
John  Williams 


male,  pr.,  carpenter 
female,  pr.  ap. 
male,  pr.,  carpenter 
male,  pr.  ap. 
male,  pr.,  cooper  - 

ditto 
male,  pr.,  carpenter 
male,  pr.  ap. 
male,  non-pr.  ap.  - 
male,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


Huntley    - 

Medina 

Huntley    - 

Maidstone 
ditto      - 
ditto      - 
ditto      - 

Marshall's  Pen 

Spur  Tree 

Wick  war  - 

Fairfield     - 


£. 


154. 


Devon 
Garden  Hall 
Southampton 
Caledonia 
Cave  Valley 

ditto 
Devon 
Cave  River 
Alexandria 
Devon 
Clydesdale 
Southampton 
St.  Acre    - 

M  4 


16     - 


20 
18 
35 


5  -  - 

8  -  - 

8  -  - 

"36  -  -' 

12  -  - 

11  -  - 

40  -  - 

45  -  - 

35  -  - 

30  -  - 


Sum  Unpaid. 


£.     s.    d. 


80 
40 

45 

18 
50 


64 
50 

10 
8 


394    3    4 


57  17    3 

68    -    - 


5  - 
3B  4 
47  16 
15    4 


15    -    - 

25    -    - 

32    -    - 


Remarks, 
if  uuconcluded. 


I  i  deducted. 


437    -    - 


JR.  Dal^y  Special  Justice. 


45  -  - 


60 

41 
20  13 


19 


8  - 


242 


186  1  - 


H.  W.  Damon,  Special  Justice. 


34  8 
54  13 
47  »5 

4 

6 

11 

71  13 
59  14 
71  »3 
37  6 
31   6 

4 
2 

t 

8 

52  4 

5k 

50  12     6 
53    6    8 


43    -    - 


5»    5    6J 

Digitized  t:^ 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

NAME 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

Remarks, 

of 

Valuation. 

of  the  Apprentice. 

of  the 
Apprentice. 

or  of 
the  Master. 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum 

Unpaid. 

ifnnconcluded. 

Parish 
1837: 

[  OF  St.  Ann's,  Lei 

WARD  District — co 

nttmie(h 

£.    s. 

d. 

£. 

S.     d. 

8  Apra  . 

Thomas  Johnston  - 

male,  pr.,  cooper  - 

Darlington 

63  17 

6 

Mar}'  Ann  Paterson 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Muir  House 

50    - 

» 

Judy  Waters 

female,  non-pr. 

Boro'  Bridge      - 

22    4 

5i 

,  , 

Eliza  West  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Alexandria 

46  13 

4 

.. 

Thomas  Linton 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Scarbro'    - 

33     2 

6 

... 

Richard  Christie    - 

ditto 

Doncaster 

65    6 

8 

— 

Robert  Brown 

ditto 

Southampton     - 

. 

47  15    6i 

^mm 

James  M*Leod 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Armidale  - 

15  12 

6 

• 

•.— 

Elizabeth  Gordon  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Kensington 

42     4 

5i 

__ 

Letitia  Brown 

ditto 

Knutsford 

53     1 

8 

^.. 

Sarah  Posey 

ditto 

Boro*  Bridge     - 

48    6 

8 



Rosey  James 

ditto 

Devon 

39    6 

8 

13  May  - 

Amelia  Scott 

female,  non-pr. 

Hyde  Park 

13  13 

11 

^^^ 

Eliza  Sharpe 

ditto 

Cave  River 

16  17 

94 

_^^ 

Elizabeth  Kenneday 

ditto 

Bell  View 

18  18 

..^ 

Henry  Clarke 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Cave  Valley      - 

. 

. 

62 

-  7 

.,_ 

David  Dale  - 

ditto 

Devon 

»                m 

• 

37 

8    8 

^mm 

John  Reid     - 

male,  pr.,  carpenter 

Boro'  Bridge 

69  17 

4 

^^ 

Francis  Johnston  - 

ditto 

Southampton     - 

82  15 

..^ 

Margaret  Waters  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Ballantoy  - 

40    - 

.. 

17  June  - 

Mary  Eliza  Nash  - 

female,  non-pr. 

Esling 

i8    - 

- 

8  July    . 

Samuel  Rose 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Cave  Valley 

- 

• 

54 

10    - 

_ 

James  Dawson 

ditto 

ditto      . 

. 

. 

44 

18    4 

31     — 

Sarah  Campbell    - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Muir  House 
Total  -    -  £. 

- 

- 

31 

13    11 

1,284    13 

8 

1  373 

11      7 

All  valuations  before  the  undersigned  are,  and  have  been  invariably,  conducted  on  the  principle  of  deducting  one-third ;  it 
is  not  unusual  for  apprentices  to  remain  one,  three,  five,  and  six  months  on  the  estates  after  the  value  of  their  services  bare 
been  estimated,  when  a  proportionate  moiety  is  always  deducted  from  the  original  sum  awarded.  It  is  quite  probable,  that  all 
these  in  the  impaid  column,  will  have  received  then:  manumission  before  these  remarks  reach  England. 

r.^.Dffloii,S.J.P. 


Parish  of  Clarendon,  Lower  District: 


1836: 
24  Dec. 

1837: 
21  Jan. 

18  Feb. 


22    — 
4  March 


18     — 
1  April 


15 


20  May   - 


3  June 
1  July 


l/r     — 


Charles  Reid 

Mary  Anne  Bravo  - 
Henry  Hayle 
Anne  Johnson 
Fanny  Harris 
Mary  McDonald   - 
Isabella  Herring    - 
Charles  Kemble    - 
Elsie  Hayle  • 
Alexander  M'Lean 
Elizabeth    Frances 
Thomas  Brown 
Mary  Anne  Williams 
Elizabeth  Smith    - 
Jane  Edwards 
Thomas  Gale 
John  Salmon 
Frances  Turner     - 
John  Foxan  • 
Sarah  Williams     - 
Elizabeth  Ihomas 
Jannet  Hamilton  - 
Charles  Morgan    - 
Robert  Morgan     - 
Maiy  Smith  - 
Malina  Thomas     - 
Henry  Scott 
Catherine  James  - 
Frances  Brown 
John  Shand - 
Letitia  Pinnock 
Thomas  Wood 
Jane  Kimbhard     - 
Robert  Johnson     - 
Dolly  Bryant 
Sarah  Cole   - 


male.,  pr.,  field  lab. 

fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 
male,  non-pr.,  dom. 
fem.,  non  pr.,  dom. 
fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 

ditto 

ditto 
male,  non-pr.,  dom. 
fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 
male,  pr.,  field  lab. 
fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 
male,  pr.,  field  lab. 
fem.,  non-pr.,  dom. 

ditto 

ditto 
male,  pr.,  head  con. 
male,  pr.,  field  lab. 
fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 
male,  pr.,  carpenter 
fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 

ditto 
fem.,  non-pr.,  dom. 
male,  pr.,  field  lab. 

ditto 
fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 
fem,,  non-pr.,  dom. 
m.,  n.-pr.,  stable  boy 
fem.,  non-pr.,  dom, 
fem.,  pr.,  field  lab. 
male,  non-pr.,  dom. 
fem.,  non-pr.,  dom. 
male,  non-pr.,  dom. 
fem.,  non-pr.,  dom. 
male,  pr.,  watchman 
f.,  pr.,  fowlhouse  at. 
fem.,  non-pr.,  dom. 


J.  S.  Johnson,  small 
settler. 

Sunbury  plant.  - 
Parnassus  su.  est. 
Whitney  ditto    - 
Richmond  Park  pi. 
Whitney  sug.  est. 

ditto  - 
Pastures  Pen  - 
Parnassus  su.  est. 
Stewarton  plant. 
York  Pen  - 
Green  Park  sett. 
Pastures  Pen     - 

ditto      - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

ditto      - 

ditto 
Folly  Pen 

ditto      - 
Smoky  Hole  sett. 
Clarendon  Park  es. 
Parnassus  sug.  est. 

ditto      - 
St.  Toolie's  su.  es. 
Parnassus  ditto  - 
Clarendon  Park  do. 
Rutland  sett.     - 
Halse  Hall  su.  es. 
St.  Toolie's  ditto 
Smoky  Hole  sett. 
Clarendon  Park  s.  e. 
Whitney  sug.  est. 

ditto      - 
Parnassus  ditto  - 
Bellemont  Pen  - 


63  -  - 

33  »8  - 
28    -  - 

50    -  - 

42  »3  4 

16  -  - 

34  -  - 

17  -  - 
54    -  - 


65    -    - 
15    -    - 


34  »3    4 
64    -    - 


38    6  8 

14    -  - 

18    -  - 

14    -  - 

21    13  11 

10      3  1 

12    13  9 

8     -  - 


10      7 

7  - 
10  7 
20  10 
40    - 

15  13 
10  13 


6 
6 


4 
4 


759     1     9 


46  »3    4 


63    -    - 


34  »3    4 


64    -    - 

32  11  10 

95  "     2 

64-    - 


57    -    - 


457    9 


JasTsMtiet  Dawson, 


,  Specitu . 


Justice. 
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DATE 

NAME 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

Remarl^, 

of 

of  the 

or  of 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

ValuatioD. 

of  tlie  Apprcniice. 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

if  uncoHcluded. 

Parisi 

I  OF  St.  Elizabeth's 

i 
Leeward  District 

: 

1836: 

£.    s.    d. 

£.    ».    d. 

5  Nov.    - 

John  Watson 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Lecana 

40   -   - 

Amelia  Holness     - 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Giddy  Hall 

14  -  - 

n    — 

Sarah  Miller 

ditto 

Spring  Vale 

14  -  - 

12    — 

George  Forbes 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Thatchfield 

32   -  - 

— 

Eliza  Daly    - 

female,  pr.  un. 

Emans 

aS    -    - 

1837: 

16  Feb.    . 

James  Campbell    - 

male^  non-pr. 

Holland    - 

24    -    - 

24    — 

Ann  Brown  - 

female,  pr.  un. 

Whitehall 

34    3    4 

2  Mar.   - 

John  Shakespeare  - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Woodlands 

65  10    - 

.^ 

John  Steward 

male,  non-pr. 

Ipswich     - 
Y.S.         -        - 

34    -    - 

34    -    - 

— 

Eliza  Simms 

female,  pr.  ap. 

45  10    - 

—. 

Julian  -         •        • 

ditto 

ditto      - 

34    -    - 

8  April  . 

William  Smalling  - 

male,  pr.  un. 

Miss  Allen 

53     7    - 

— 

Richard  Bailey 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Mr.  Dobb 

58    -    - 

16    — 

Rachel  Thompson 

female,  non-pr. 

Miss  Delaroche  - 

25    -    - 

22    — 

Ann  Hewitt 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Y.  S.         .        . 

37    -    - 

_ 

Tliomas  Hmd 

ma.,  pr.ap.  carpenter 

ditto 

71     -    - 

71 

— 

Mary  Prince 

female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 

30    -    - 

— 

Charles  Bowen 

male,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 

48    -    . 

48    -    - 

29    — 

Adam  Smith 

ditto 

Cottage     - 

52  10    - 

26  May   - 

Robert  Woodstock 

ditto 

Y.S.         -        . 

60    -    - 

60    -    - 

— 

Rosy  Smith  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Ipswich      - 

47    -    - 

27    — 

Felicia  Gale 

female,  pr.  un. 

Whitehall 

47    -    - 

3  June  - 

Alicia  Gale  - 

ditto 

ditto      . 

45    -    - 

.i_ 

James  Cooper 

male,  pr.  un. 

ditto      - 

50    -    - 

17    — 

James  Smith 

male,  pr.  ap.,  cooper 

Holland    - 

58    -    - 

31  July    . 

John  Wallace 

male,  pr.  un. 

Whitehall 

58  13    4 

... 

George  Williams  - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

48  10    - 

— 

Bonella  White 

ditto 

ditto      - 

£. 

avid's  District  : 

42  13    4 

983  17    -. 

213        -        - 

John  Daugkiret/,  S  M. 

Parish 

OF  St.  Thomas  in  t] 

aE  East,  and  St.  D 

1836: 

' 

19  Nov.    . 

Ellen  Browne 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Cha.  Scott,  esq. 

39    -    - 

26    - 

Ann  Francis 

female,  non-pr. 

Spring  Field 

16    -    - 

.. 

Robert  Paterson    - 

male,  non-pr. 

ditto      - 

12    -    - 

3  Dec   - 

Henrietta  Drake    - 

female,  pr.,  un.      - 

Stony  Gut. 

10    — 

Eliza  Williams      - 

female,  non-pr. 

Mr.  Langstone  - 

10    -    - 

^^ 

Grace  Winter 

ditto 

John  Martin,  esq. 

18  li    6 

17    — 

Amelia  Jacobs 

ditto 

Shady  Spring    - 

33  10    - 

• 

1837: 

28  Jan.    - 

Alick  Donaldson  - 

male,  pr.  un. 

Prospect  Pen     - 

40    -    - 

— 

Christian  Tarbutt  - 

female,  pr.  un. 

ditto 

40    -    - 

— 

Charles  Noyes 

ma.,  n.-p.,  carpenter 

G.  Fitzgerald,  carp. 

35    -    - 

11  Feb.    - 

Beckford  Donaldson 

male,  pr.  un. 

Prospect  Pen     - 

46    -    - 

— 

Ann  Reid     - 

female,  non-pr. 

Coughton  Hall  - 

16    -    - 

_ 

Ellen  M*Kay 

ditto 

Middleton 

12    -    - 

— 

Maria  Thompson  - 

female,  pr.    - 

Prospect  Pen    - 

25    — 

Charies  Hill 

male,  pr.  un. 

Middleton 

50    -    - 

18  Mar.  - 

Fanny  Seaton 

female,  non-pr. 

Miss  Moore 

16    -    - 

35    — 

James  M* Queen    - 

ma.,  n.-p.,  carpenter 

John  Martin,  esq. 

27    -    - 

.. 

George  Bennet 

ditto 

ditto      - 

27    -    - 

1  April  - 

Christian  Johnson  - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Georgia     - 

45    -    - 

— 

Margaret  Taylor  - 

ditto 

ditto      - 

35     -    - 

— 

Mary  Panton 

ditto 

Mount  Pleasant 

40    -    - 

22    — 

Sarah  Forbes 

ditto 

Green  Wall 

31  13    4 

— 

Caroline  Scott 

female,  non-pr. 

Charies  Scott,  esq. 

20    -    - 

6  May  - 

Henry  Bartlett 

male,  pr.  ap.,  head- 
cooper. 

Morant     - 

-        -        - 

120    ..    . 

— 

Fanny  Napier 

female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

20    -    - 

13    — 

Jane  Watson 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Belvidere  - 

- 

31  13    4 

3  June    • 

George  Napier 

male,  non-pr. 

Spring  Field 

10    -    - 

15  July     - 

Margaret  Reid 

female,  non-pr.     - 

Hugh  Paterson  - 

18    -    - 

— 

Tony   - 

male,  pr.  un. 

Prospect  Pen    - 

- 

80    -    - 

— 

Binor  Donaldson   - 

female,  pr.  un. 

ditto      - 

... 

60    -    ^ 

— 

Cicilia  Fisher 

female,  pr.    - 

ditto      - 
Total  -  -  £. 

- 

60    -    - 

607  15  10 

391  13     4 

i54^ 
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David  Excart,  Special  Justice. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


1 
DATE 

NAME 

Sex,  CUss,  and  Trade 

Name  of  the  EsUte, 

Bematki, 

of 

of  the 

or  of 

Sum  Paid.      | 

Sam  Unpaid. 

Valuation. 

of  the  Apprentice. 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

ifuncoockded. 

Parish 

OF  St.  James,  Montpeleir,  District  : 

£.       S. 

d. 

£.     *.    d. 

1836: 

6  Nov.    - 

EUen  Cliff    - 

female,  non-pr. 

Montpelier 

18   13 

4 

19    —     - 

James  Geddes 

male,  pr. 

same 

21      - 

30    —     . 

Rich.  Warren 

male,  pr.,  carpenter 

same 

73    6 

8 

6  Dec.    - 

Cath.  Medley 

female,  pr.    - 

Mrs.  Murray     - 

39    4 

4 

1837: 

3  Jan.     - 

Marg.  Belfour 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Sarah  Williams  - 

11     8 

81 

28    —     . 

Sarah  Scott  - 

female,  pr.    - 

Hazelymph 

37    - 

18  Mar.    - 

Thos.  Hedley 

male,  non-pr. 

Charlotte    Dodd 

20    9 

8 

..I— 

Sam.  Johnson 

male,  pr. 

Cinnamon  Hill  - 

55  11 

2 

— 

Wm.  Anderson     - 

male,  pr .,  blacksmith 

Lethie  estate      - 

22    - 

- 

23    —     - 

Ann  Thomas 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Ginger  Hill 

34    - 

- 

- 

35    —     - 

Ann  Small    - 

female,  pr.    - 

Potosy  estate     - 

15  11 

1 

f 

38    —     . 

Wm.  Scott   - 

male,  pn 

Rose  HaU 

55  11 

2 

8  April  . 

Eliza  Hackett 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Roehainpton 

13    - 

— 

— 

Eliza  Thompson    • 

ditto 

Roehampton 
Scariettfield 

5    3 

2 

9    —     - 

George  Scarlett     - 

male,  pr. 

26    - 

- 

30  May    - 

Jane  McDonald     - 

female,  pr.    - 

Roehampton 

12  13 

4 

— 

Amelia  Reid 

female,  non-pr.      - 

Miss  Dodd        - 

31    15 

10 

33    —     - 

Mary  Strachan 

ditto 

Miss  Dodd 

27    19 

2 

10  June   - 

Wm.  Johnson 

male,  pr. 

Montpelier 

53    17 

5 

14     —     - 

Rich.  Robinson     * 

male,  n.-pr.,  carpen. 

Jane  Hamer 

33  10    - 

15    —     - 

Eliza  Murray 

female,  non-pr. 

Roehampton 

10    8 

11 

18    —     . 

Charlotte  Tucker  - 

ditto 

Miss  Dodd 

£. 

- 

- 

6  13    4 

573  13 

iij 

29    3    4 

R.  B.  Facey^ 

iND  Sea-side  EsTii 

lTes  to  V 

Special  Justice. 

Parish 

[  OF  St.  James,  Towi 

ff  OF  MoNTEGo  Bay,  j 

iTiNswARD  District  : 

1836: 

5  Nov.    - 

Rosina  Green 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Hon.  S.M.Barrett, 
Cinnamon  Hill. 

9  17 

10 

16    _     - 

Caroline  Green     - 

female,  non-pr. 

Miss       Rattrens, 
Montego  Bay. 

14  16 

1 

19    _     - 

David  Clegham     - 

male,  non-pr. 

Mr.       Anderson, 
Flower  Hill. 

• 

• 

16  18  11 

— 

Elizabeth  Green    - 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Hon.  S.M.Barrett, 
Cinnamon  Hill. 

24  12 

7 

— 

Condace  Bowling  - 

ditto 

-     -    ditto 

19  H 

3 

^ 

Benella  Bowen 

female,  non-pr. 

Mr.  Bowen,  Salt- 
spring  Pen. 

9    - 

9 

33    —     - 

Rosina  Jacobs 

ditto 

Miss       M*Lean, 
Montego  Bay. 

22  10 

— 

26    —     . 

Jane  Perry   - 

ditto 

Miss         Coveny, 

Montego  Bay. 
Mr.  Barrett,  Spring 

9  12 

8 

3  Dec.    - 

Arch.  Parkmson    - 

male,  pr.  ap. 

. 

. 

18    6    8 

— 

Annie  Cunningham 

female,  non-pr. 

Mr.Allwood,  Albion 

-^ 

- 

19    5    2 

10    —     - 

Joseph  Riddock     - 

male,  non-pr. 

Mr.       Solomons, 
Montego  Bay. 

9  10 

— 

— - 

John  Lockwood    ^ 

male,  non-pr.,  baker 

Mrs.         Deliper, 
Montego  Hay. 

- 

- 

37  17    4 

— 

David  Panther 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Mr.  Defell,  Salt- 

- 

- 

60  14  10 

..^ 

Maria  Panther 

female,  pr.  ap. 

spring. 
-     -    ditto 

^        ^ 

^ 

46    6    8 

21     —     - 

Jane  Wetzler 

female,  non-pr. 

Mr.       Solomons, 
Montego  Bay. 

20    - 

— 

38    —     - 

Mary  Lyon  - 

ditto 

Mr.  Dewar,  Para- 
dise Pen. 

18    5 

11 

— 

Annie  Lyon  - 

ditto 

-     -     ditto 

- 

- 

18    5  11 

1837: 

14  Jan.     - 

Ann  Beckford 

female,  pr.  un. 

Mrs.      Teasdale, 
Rose  Hill. 

21    6 

— 

^ 

Jane  Appleton 

female,  non-pr. 

Miss  Sill,  Provi- 
dence. 

16    6 

8 

25    —     - 

Eliza  Shergold 

ditto 

Mrs.  Ogle,  Mon- 
tego Bay. 

8  15 

7 

28     —     - 

Mary  Melvm 

ditto 

Miss        Watson, 
Montego  Bay. 

8  13 

4 
Di 

gitized  by  VnC 
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PATE 

of 
YalustioiL 


NAME 
of  tbe  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Appreutice. 


Name  of  tbe  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Parish  op  St.  James^  Town  op  Montego  Bay,  &c. — continued. 


1837: 
a8   -     - 

iFeb.    - 


4    —  • 

n    —  - 

18   -  - 

4  Mar.  - 

11    —  - 

1  April  - 

8    —  - 

15    —  - 

32     —  - 


29     — 

6  May 


13    —    - 


27    _     . 


3  June 


Mary  Merit  - 

Maria  F.  Bernard  - 

Helen  Stevenson   - 

Robert  Greig 
James  Hill    - 

Ann  Melvin  - 

William  Shirley     - 

Annie  -        -        - 

Sarah  Marklaw 
Elithia  James 

Elizabeth  Griffiths 

Ant.  Mowbray 

James  Norman 

James  Hill    - 

James  Anderson    - 

Francis  Watson    - 

Rebecca  Thomas  - 

Sarah  Bird    - 

Rosy  Campbell 

James  Popkins 
Mary  Ann  Crooks 

Sarah  Mowat 
Cath.  Bush  - 

Jane  Ribeau 

Robin  Anderson    - 

Margaret  Bennett  - 

Amelia  Brown 

Rebecca  Leslie 
George   Thompson 

♦  Mary  Campbell  - 

*  Edmund  Lawson 

Eliza  Hall     - 

Louisa  Cameron    - 

Peter  Warburton  - 

Mary  Ann  Forrest  - 

Lementhe  Lewis    • 

Jones  -        -        - 

Sarah  Johnston 
Eliza  Heid    - 


female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

ditto 

male,  non-pr. 
male,  pr.  un« 

female,  non-pr. 

male,  pr.  ap. 

female,  non-pr. 

ditto 
female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 
male,  non*pr.,  mason 
male,  non-pr. 
male,  pr.,  carpenter 
male,  non-pr. 

ditto 
female,  non*pr. 

ditto 

female,  pr.  ap. 

male,  non-pr. 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
male,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

ditto 
male,  pr.  ap. 

female,  non-pr. 

male,  pr.  ap. 

female,  pr.  ap. 

female,  non-pr. 

male,  non-pr. 

female,  pr.  ap. 

ditto 

male,  pr.  ap. 

female,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr. 


Hon.  S.M.Barrett, 
Cinnamon  Hill. 

Mrs.  Bernard, 
Montego  Bay. 

Miss  Rickotts, 
Montego  Bay. 

-  -    ditto 

Mrs.  Downer, 
Montego  Bay. 

Miss  Watson, 
Montego  Bay. 

Hon.  S.M.Barrett, 
Cinnamon  Hill. 

Mr.  Pulias,  Mon- 
tego Bay. 

Mr.HaII,Tryall  - 

Hon.  SM.  Barrett, 
Cinnamon  Hill. 

Miss  Sill,  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Plummer, 
Montego  Bay. 

Miss  Sill,  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Lawrence^ 
Running  Gut. 

Miss  Samuels, 
Mont^o  Bay. 

Miss  Watson, 
Montego  Bay. 

Miss  Laird,  Mon- 
tego Bay. 

Mr.  Buchanan, 
Redding. 

Mr.  Lawrence, 
Running  Gut. 

Mr.  Dunn,  Lilliput 

Heirs  of  Miss  Dun- 

das,  M  ontego  Bay. 

Mrs.  Nunez,  ditto 

Miss  Williams,  St. 
Thomas-in  •  the- 
Vale. 

Mrs.  Bowen,  Mon- 
tego Bay. 

Mr.  Anderson, 
Flower  Hill. 

Miss  Rickotts, 
Montego  Bay.     I 

Hon.  S.M.  Barrett,  > 
Cinnamon  Hill.  | 

-  -     ditto  -  I 
Mr.  Bowen,  Salt- ' 

spring  Pen. 
Estate    of    Miss 

Dundas,     Mon- 
tego Bay. 
Dr.  Lawson,  Por- 

tobello. 
Mr.       Anderson, 

Flower  Hill. 
Mrs.       Teasdale, 

Rose  Hill. 
Dr.       Longmore, 

Ginger  Hill. 
Lord  Seaford,  Old 

Montpelier. 
Hon. S.M.  Barrett, 

Cinnamon  Hill. 
Lord  Staford,  Old 

Montpelier. 
Mr.  Barrett,  Spring 
Mr.   Held,    Mon 

tego  Hay. 

N  3 


Sum  Paid. 


£*  s.    d. 

13  -  - 

15  -  - 

8  -  - 

10  16  8 

3a  13  4 

6  10  - 

48  8  4 


15    2    3 
aa  15    7 


fe    5    7 
15    8    3 


15    2  3 

15    2  3 

895 

3a  14  a 

15    4  7 

18    6  8 

9-7 

14  13  4 

14  13  4 

ai     3  8 

la    6  8 

la    6  8 

13    -  - 


Sum  Unpaid. 


£.     $.    d. 


a4    7  11 


36    3    4 


106  13    4 
31     6    - 


34  -  - 
17  17  10 
16    4    8 


29  11     2 
13    6    8 


a6    3    1 


71    4    9 
37    8  11 

4a    4    6 


Digitized  by 


Remarks, 
if  unconcladed. 


refused  to  deduct 
one -third. 

differed  as  to  value. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


of 
Valuation. 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Muster. 


Parish  of  St.  James   Town  of  Moktego  Bay,  &c. — continued. 


1837: 
3  June    - 


10    •— •  - 

14     —  - 

fl4    —  . 

1  July  - 

8    —  . 

23      —  - 


29      — 


Gilbert   Blackbone 
Thomas  Watson    - 

Jane  Burt 

Joseph  .Fennel 
William  Muirhouse 
Elvira  Walker 

Rachel  Ross 

Thomas  Smith 

Rachel  Brown 

Margaret  Walker  • 

Bob  Smith    - 

Hannah  James 

Jeannie  Campbell  - 

Thomas  Perry 

Louisa.  Brown 
Mary  Campbell     - 


male,  pr.  carpenter 
male,  non-pr. 

female,  non  pr. 

male,  non-pr. 

ditto 
female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

male,  non-pr. 

female,  non-pr. 

female,  pr.  ap. 

male,  non-pr. 

female,  non-pr. 

ditto 

male,  pr.  ap. 

female,  pr.  un. 
female,  non-pr. 


Potosi 

Miss  Watson, 
Montego  Bay. 

Miss  Sill,  Provi- 
dence. 

-  -    ditto 

-  -    ditto 

Mr.  Plummer, 
Montego  Bay. 

Mr.  Waite,  Blue- 
hole. 

Mr.  Lindo,  Mon- 
tego Bay. 

Mr.  Holmes,  Mon- 
tego Bay. 

Mr.Breary,  Johns- 
hall. 

Heirs  of  Mr.  De- 
war,  Montego 
Bay. 

Mr.  Palmer,  Rose 
Hall. 

Mr.  Lawrence, 
Running  Gut. 

Miss  Sill,  Provi- 
dence. 

Mrs.  Lovejoy 

Heirs  of  Miss  Dun- 
das,  Montego 
Bay. 

Total   -    £. 


Sum  Paid. 


£.     s.     d. 


12      2 

12      2 
-    15 

9  n 

18    13 

10  17 

40  16 

11  7 


5 
5 

3 
4 
9 
7 
6 


11  13     4 
20    -    - 

12  -    - 
16  17  10 


956    -  10 


Sum  Unpaid. 


63 
30 


11  13    4 


688    8  10 


Remarks, 
if  unconcluded* 


2fote. — The  two  valuations  marked  (*)  as  unconcluded  have  been  since  concluded. 

Walter  Finlayson^  Special  Justice. 


Parish  of  St.  George,  Leeward  District  ; 


i83(): 
21  Nov. 

20  Dec. 


1837: 
2  Jan. 
10     — 

iG     — 


James  Duncan 

Marina  Thomas 
William  Gray 


31 

10  April 

25     — 

17  — 
22  May 

18  July 


31     — 


Johnson  O'Hara    - 
Thomas  King 

Elizabeth  Shaw     - 
Ann  Sheckleford    - 
-     Margaret  Forrester 

Elizabeth  Oates     - 
Charlotte  M*Kay  - 
Nancy  Stewart 
John  Burgess 

George  Hall 

Alick  Burton 
?.{ary  Williams 
Mary  A.  Harris     - 
Margaret  Watson  - 
I'eter  Webb 
J.  Forrester  - 


male,  pr,  ap.,  pun" 
cooper. 

female,  pr.  ap. 
male,  pr.  un. 


male,  pr.  ap. 
male,  pr.  un.,  coop., 

mason  &  carp, 
female,  pr.  un. 
female,  non-pr. 
ditto 

ditto 
female,  pr.  ap. 
female,  non-pr. 
male,  pr.  ap. 

ma.,  n.  p.,pun°coop. 

I  male,  pr.  ap 
I  female,  pr.  ap. 
j  female,  non-pr. 

female,  pr.  ap. 

male,  pr.  un. 

male,  pr.  ap. 


Gray's  Inn 

Dover 
Harmony  Hill   ^ 


Hermitage 
Mount  Vernon  - 

Cottage     - 
Epsom 
Corne  See 

Windsor  Castle  - 
-     -    ditto 
Low  Layton 
Golden  Grove    - 

E.Bond,  Anno.  Bay 

Lancaster 
Woodstock 
Windsor  Castle  - 
Look  Out  - 
I'ort  George 
East  Prospect    - 


Total  -    £. 


73  18    4 
50     -    - 


51     7     2 
89  19     8 


12  -  - 

18  -  - 

20  -  - 

32  -  - 

25  -  - 

20  -  - 

31  2  3 


10    -    - 
16    -    - 

50    -    - 


499     7     5 


71  13    4 


47  15    6 


50    -    - 


66  13    4 


236     2     2 


See  my  Report  of 
25th  July  1837. 


E.  E,  Fishboume, 

Special  Justice. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES. 


101 


DATE 

of 
Valaatiou. 

NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

Remarks, 
if  unconcluded. 

1 
Pari 

1837: 
14  Jan. 

SH  of  Clarendon  Ui 
Jane  Williams 

•PER  District  : 
non-pr. 

Maclcnir    - 

£.     S.     d. 
27  13    4 

£.    «.    d. 

21    - 

David  Morrice     - 

ditto  - 

Crawle  River     - 

16    -      - 

24  June 

Christian  Ross 

ditto  ... 

Killitts      . 

16    -      - 

— 

Jane  Smith  - 

ditto  - 

Killitts      - 
Total    •    £. 

East,  Blue  Moun 

16    -      - 

George  Gordot 

75  13    4 

1,  Special  Justice. 

Parishes  of  Trelawny  and  St.  TnoMAs-in-the- 

TAIN  District  : 

Trelawnet: 

1836: 
7  Nov.          Francis  Rob  - 

male,  pr.,  carpenter, 
apprentice. 

Mahogany  HaU 
Ten. 

- 

70  10    - 

— 

Elizabeth  Miguel  - 

female,  non-pr.  ap. 

Long  Pond 

16  13    4 

7  Dec. 

James  Galaspin     - 

male,  pr.,  cooper,  ap. 

Kinloss 

- 

73  10  10 

• 

H    - 

Eliza  Lawrence     - 

female,  non-pr.  ap. 

Sportsman's  Hall 

. 

43  16    8 

-  -objected  toby 
S.  J.  Gregg. 

1837: 
18  Jan. 

Mary  Ann  Nicol 

ditto    - 

Hampshire 

34    -    - 

24  — 

Eleanor  Harewood 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Swanswick 

45  10    - 

15  Feb. 

Majy  Poor  - 

female,  non-pr.  ap. 

Hyde 

33  13     1 

— 

Mary  Anderson     - 

ditto     - 

Gibralter 

33    13      1 

— 

Janet  Burke 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Long  Pond 

. 

44    8    4 

St.  Thomas-inthe-East,  Blue  Mountain  : 

11  May 

Colin  Simpson 

male,  pr.  carpenter, 
apprentice. 

Blue  Mountain 

73    -    - 

19   - 

John  Beckford 

male,  pr.  ap. 

Duckworth 

47  10    - 

20   - 

Clementina  Barkley 

female,  ditto 

GarbrandHall  - 

. 

33    - 

17  June 

William  Steadman 

male,  pr.  carpenter, 
apprentice. 

Mount  Pleasant 

- 

75    -    - 

— 

Sally  Johnston 

female,  pr.  ap. 

Petersfield 

- 

51     -    - 

— 

Charles  Young 

male,  ditto    - 

Boston  and  Buck- 
ingham. 

53  10    - 

— 

William  Scott 

ditto 

ditto 

- 

40    -    - 

— 

Simon  Allen 

ditto 

Benlomond 
Total    -    £. 

AY  Hill  DistricTj 

51     -    - 

358    7    6 

439    5  10 

G.  D.  Greg^ 

Of,  Special  Justice. 

Ston 

ey  Hill  District,  St.  Andrews  ;  and  M 
1 

Manchester 

' 

1837: 
25  Jan. 
13  April 
13  May 

27    . 

31    - 
3  June 

15  July 

22    - 

M  ary  Grant - 
Evelina  White      - 
Velvet 

Edward  Forbes 
Isabella  Peart 
Frank  Rogers 
Rebecca  Smith 
Mary  Ann  Jerdan 
Ben  Barrett 

fem.,  non-pr.  ap.  - 

ditto     - 
female,  pr.  ap. 
m.  pr.  un.  a  mason 
female  pr.  ap. 
male  non-pr.  ap.    - 
female,  ditto 
female,  pr.  ap. 
male,  pr.  ap  - 

Bagatelle  - 
iMarley  Hill 
Pleasant  Hill     - 
John  Smith 
The  Isle     - 
Woodlands 
ditto     - 
Wales        - 
Oatlands   - 

Total    -    £. 
^3 

25    -    - 
11     -    - 

93    -     - 

10    -    - 

•      5     -    - 
48     -    - 

45    -    - 
5^     3     4 

38 

Says  it  is  too  high. 
Says  it  is  too  higlu 

19     1     - 

129     3     4 

154. 

John  Gurley^ 

Digitized  b 

Special  Justice. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

of 

Valaation, 


^AME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Ma&ter. 


Parish  OF  MANcnESTERy  Mandeville  District: 


1836: 
26  Nov.    - 

10  Dec.  - 
31  Jan.  - 
28    -       . 

11  March 

18  March 
8  April  - 


29  April 

20  May 

27    - 


10  June  - 

24  June  • 

1  July  - 

8  July  - 

29    -  . 

15  July  - 


John  Bradford 
Catherine  Baker   - 
Richard  Learmond 
Charles  Hill  Fitter 
Thomas  Smith 
Mary  Ann  White  - 
Henry  Palmer 
Amelia  Lewis 
Frances  Lewis 
John  Eiby    - 
John  Isaacs 
William  Wolff       - 
John  Brooks 
Francis  Griffith      - 
Sally  Thomas 
Sarah  Brown 


Edward  Powell     - 
William  McDonald 
Robert  Wint 
Sarah  Ann  Baker  - 
Isabella  Baker 
Eliza  Baker 
John  M<Farlane    - 
James  McDonald  - 
Charlotte  Gordon 
William  Sebbit      - 
George  Lewis 
Joseph  Hyman 
Walter  Stewart     - 
John  Harrison 


fe 


pr.  male  app. 
iem.  non-pr.  app.  - 
male  pr.  app. 
male  pr«  ap.,  carp, 
male  non-pr.  app. 
female  pr.  app. 
male  non*pr.  app. 
female  pr.  app. 

ditto    - 
male  non-pr.  app.  - 

ditto    - 
m.  pr.  app.,  mason 
male  praedial  app. 

ditto    - 
female  non-pr.  app. 
female  prsedial  app. 


male  pr.  app.,  carp. 

ditto     - 
male  non-pr.  app.  - 
female  praedial  app. 
female  non-pr.  app. 
female  prsedial  app. 
male  pr.  app.,  carp, 
male  non-pr.  app. 
female  non-pr.  app. 
male  praedial  app. 
m.  pr.  app.,  cooper 
male  praedial  app. 

ditto     - 
m.  pr.  app.,  mason 


Parish  of  St.  George  &  Portland: 


1836: 
7  Nov.    - 

1837: 
26  Jan.  - 
31     -      - 


27  Feb.    - 

1  March 

13     -       - 

3  April  - 

11     -       - 

17  April  - 

6  July    - 

15    -       - 


Mary  Woodhouse 

Catherine  Batterson 
John  Harrison 
Thomas  Johnson  - 
Peter  Mann 
Catherine  Brown  - 
Florence  Fleming 
James  Grant 
Susan  Christopher 
John  Baugh 
Mary  Ann  Anderson 
Georgiana  Maddison 
Peter  Mawson 
Margaret  Hall 
Alexander  Stewart 
James  Cummings  - 


female  non-prasdial 

ditto    - 
male  pr.  app.,  carp, 
male  non-praedial  • 

female  non-praedial 

ditto     - 
male  pr.  app.,  carp, 
female  praediail  app. 
male    -  ditto 
female    ditto 
female  non-praedial 
m.  pr.  app.,  mason 
female  non-praedial 
male  praediaJ  app. 
male  non  praedial  - 


Parish  of  St.  Catherine,  Lower  District: 
from  1  December  1836  to  1  August  1837: 


1837: 
7  Jan.  - 
I  Feb.     - 


George  Mitchell 
Richard  Walsh 
Joan  Taylor 


praedial 

non-praedial 

-     ditto,  domestic 


Miss  TumbuU 
Waltham  - 
Marshall's  Pen 
Moreland 
Wickware 
Wickware 
Mrs.  Maunder 
Barrossa  - 
May  Day 
Old  England 
Miss  Turnbull 
Albion 
ditto 

John  Griffith 
Waltham  • 
Panalodge 


Mount  Nelson 

-  ditto     - 
Brockenburst 
Brumalia  - 
James  Ponmiel 

-  ditto    - 
Caledonia 
Mount  Nelson 
May  Day 

Bel  Reitero 
Roxbro  Castle 
Chevetiegh 
Brussels    - 
W.  T.  Bawn 


Total  -  £. 


Elysium    - 

Mount  Pleasant 
Est  Harrison    • 


Alexander  Lecky 
Elysium    - 
Caen  Wood 
Spring  Garden  - 
John  Brown 
J.  B.  Anderson  - 
Elysium    - 
-     ditto     . 
Guahinalla 
Elysium    - 
Guahinalla 

Total  -  £. 


Taylor's  Caymanas 
Farm  Pen 
Sadler's  Wells   - 


Sam  Paid. 


£.     S.     d. 


25  6  8 
17  17  10 
98  10    4 

34  7  3 
16  18  10 


Sum  Unpaid. 


35    -    - 


43  14    7 
12     3    9 


15  11  2 

11     3  2 

10  11  - 

26  18  1 

10  -  - 

11  11  3 


62     -    - 


431   13  11 


11  23     4 


H 

- 

« 

93 

6 

8 

,9 

— 

-. 

6 

- 

- 

20 

~ 

- 

12 

^ 

« 

68 

«_ 

mm 

27 

6 

8 

22 

4 

4 

- 

20 

— 

» 

70 

— 

... 

21 

6 

8 

70 

- 

-. 

16 

- 

.. 

480  17    8 


Value  awarded. 

35  -  - 

50  -  - 

24  -  - 


£.  s.  d. 

50  3  4 

67  15  7 

25  15  4 

58  17  9 

22  15  - 

88  9  6 
75  16  8 

40  2  3 

89  6  - 


80  4  5 


SS   10  - 

69  11  8 

50  -  - 

40  13  4 


815  -  10 


Remarb, 
if  unconchided. 


-  -  S^s  it  it  too 
high. 

-- valued oni6tli 
September  for 
32/.  29.  zd. 

-  -  81^8  it  is  too 
high. 

-  -  one  justice  re- 
fused to  deduct 
one-third ;  two 
against  him. 

--disa^eed;  lo- 
cal justice  yalued 
too  high. 


-  -  says  it  is  too 
high. 

-  -  says  it  is  too 
high. 


J.  W.  Grant, 

Special  Justice. 


56    -    - 


56    .    - 


William  Heuoitt, 
Special  Justice. 


Paid. 


paid. 


Not  Paid. 


not  paid. 


G.  OuHcley  Hi^ginSy 

Special  Justice. 
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DATE 

NAME 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

Remarks, 

of 

of  the 

or  of 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

VatetiMi. 

of  the  Apprentice. 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

if  unconciuded. 

Parish 

1 
OF  St.  Elizabeth,  District  Santa  Cruz  : 

£.       S.     d. 

£.      s.    d. 

1836: 

NoTcmber 

No  valuations. 

16  Dec.    - 

William  Wilson     - 

male  pr.  attached  - 

Torrington  Castle 

5B    5  loj 

Peter  Bonneck 

-  male  pr.  attached, 
cooper. 

Kensington 

70     -     - 

22  Dec.    - 

Eraily  Sutherland  - 

female  pr.  unattach. 

Emmaus  - 

50     -     - 

.. 

Priscilla  Mullings 

ditto    . 

ditto 

ai     -    - 

— 

Ellen  Rickets 

female  non-praedial 

Mary  P.  Baylis  - 

19  -  - 

1837: 

13  January 

Thomas  Williams  - 

male  non-prsedial  - 

John  Earle 

33  11     8 

Matthew  Montague 

male  pr.  attached  - 

Mount  Olivet    - 

49    8    9 

.. 

Elizabeth  Forbes  - 

female  non-praedial 

Stanmore  Hill   - 

18    -    - 

27  January 

Eleanor  Green 

ditto    - 

Roseberry 

21   12    6 

.. 

Anne  Allwood 

ditto     - 

Northampton    - 

19  10    - 

.. 

Mary  Anne  Barton 

ditto    - 

Dorothy  Bennett 

ai    -    - 

lyFdiniary 

Martha  Cranston  - 

female  pr.  attached 

Norfolk     - 

• 

34  11     8 

— 

Mary  Nembhard  - 

female  non-praedial 

Kensington 

34    -    - 

— 

Susan  Mullings     - 

ditto    - 

Roseberry 

20    3    4 

... 

Reuben  Daly 

male  pr.  unattached 

ditto 

•        -        • 

67    2    6 

24February 

John  La  Cruz 

male  non-preedial  - 

Berlin 

36  10    - 

«. 

Frances  Gale 

female  pr.  attached 

-  J.  B.  Bent,exor. 

36  13    4 

Mardi 

No  valuations. 

of  Susan  E.  Bent. 

7  April     . 

Caroline  Watson   - 

ditto    - 

John  M*Clymont 

32      4      3 

-^ 

Amelia  Farquharson 

ditto    - 

Potsdam   - 

33      -     - 

— 

John  Wilson 

male  ditto    - 

-  J.  Barton,  guard, 
to  F.  M,  Powell. 

43    6    8 

21  Apiil  • 

Thomas  J.  Harriott 

male  non-prsedial  - 

Henry  Bent 

16 

— 

William  Turner     - 

-  male  pr.  attached, 
carpenter. 

-  male  pr.  attached, 

Montpelier 

- 

60    1    - 

5  May      - 

William  Blake       - 

Fellowship  Pen 

.        .        • 

-  -  unconciuded, 

head  stableman. 

the  sum,  97/.  io«., 

.^, 

Elizabeth  Blackman 

female  non-praedial 

Rachael  Tavarez 

10  13    4 

insisted  on  by  the 

_ 

Sarah  WaUon 

female  pr.  atUched 

Eliza  Townshend 

40    -    - 

local    magistrates 

23Migr    - 

James  Wint  - 

male  non-praedial  - 

John  Griffith     - 

21    6    8 

being  deemed  ex- 

25   -       - 

James  Daly  • 

male  pr.  unattached 

-  -  Dr.  Simon  F. 
McDonald. 

53    6    8 

cessive  by  the  spe- 
cial magistrates. 

a  June   - 

Eliza  Daly  - 

female  pr.  unattach. 

Emmaus   - 

31  19    8 

13    - 

Sarah  Davis 

female  non-praedial 

'-M.Myers,  adm. 
of  S.  Roy,  dec. 

20    -    - 

16    -       - 

Letitia  Mitchell    - 

female  pr.  attached 

Malvern  Hill     - 

.        .        • 

37  10    - 

— 

Amelia  Williams    - 

female  non-praedial 

-  -  Fred.  Simpson 
&Ann  R.Simpson. 

16    -    - 

^ 

Henry  Simpson    - 
Catherine  Williams 

male  pr.  attached  - 

J  as.  N.  Simpson 

24    6    8 

8July    - 

-  -  female   praedial 

-M.  Myers,  adm. 

35    -    " 

unattached. 

of  S.  Roy,  dec. 

14    -       . 

Margaret  Whitehead 

female  non-praedial 

Berlin 

15    -    - 

Mary  Ann  Facey  - 

female  pr.  attached 

Northampton     - 

15    6    8 

21  July    - 

Robert  Smith 

male  pr.  unattached 

Robert  Muschett 

31     6    3 

— 

Robert  Turner 

-  -  male  pr.  unat- 
tached, carpenter. 

Jacob  Morals    - 

60    -    • 

34  July    - 

Robert  Simpson    - 

--male praedial  un- 
attached. 

-M.Myers,  adm. 

16    -    - 

of  S.  Roy,  dec. 

~ 

Dorothy  Simpson  - 

female  pr.  unattach. 

ditto 

10  13    4 

28  July    - 

Alexander  Edwards  \  male  pr.  attached  - 

-  Friendship  Plan- 

55   -^    - 

tation. 

mm^ 

Rebecca  Barrett    - 

female  pr.  unattach. 

Emmaus    • 

39    -    - 

^ 

Diana  Service 

ditto    - 

ditto 

39    -    - 

— . 

Amelia  Brown 

female  pr,  attached 

Kensington 

30  13    4 



Minerva 

female  non-praedial 

Susan  Penny  cask 

15    -    - 

..i^ 

Anne  Wedderburn 

female  pr.  attached 

Northampton     - 

39    -    - 



Thomas  Johnstone 

-  male  pr.  attached, 
cooper. 

Mount  Olivet    - 

70    -    - 



Mary  M*Crea 

female  non-praedial 

Roseberry 

13      -     - 

— 

Fanny  lM*Daniel    - 

ditto     - 

ditto 

968 

-^ 

Noble  M^Daniel    - 

male  non  praedial  - 

ditto 

10  13    4 

31  Jnly    . 

Sally    - 

female  non-praedial 

John  Burton 

6.1 

— 

Catherine  Smith    • 

ditto    . 

John  Ashman     - 
Total    -    -    £. 

14    -    - 

1,271  18  loj 

278    5    2 

Jam 

es  Harris, 

Special  Justice. 

»54. 

N4 

i^^                    T 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

of 

Valuation. 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  £f;tate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Parish  of  Trelawny,  North-Ea stern  District: 


1836: 
12  Nov. 


9  Dec. 

1837: 
1  April 


29  April  - 


27  May    - 


Margaret  Scott    - 
Mary  Sympson 
Eliza  Grant  - 
Ann  Sympson 
Mary  Gordon 
Mary  A.  Young    - 

Sophia  Buchannon 
Charlotte  N orris    - 
Mary  A.  Tom 
Sarah  Murdock     - 
Richard  White 

Edward  Grant 


Catharine  Sympson 
Elizabeth  Williams 
Elizabeth  Tom 
Ann  Christie 
Mary  A.  Stewart  - 
Catherine  Barton  - 
Susan  Culley 
James  Craig 


Edward  Gt>rdon     - 


female  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 
female  praedial  app. 

ditto     -       *- 

ditto  - 
female  non-pr.  app. 

female  praedial  app. 
female  non-pr.  app. 

ditto     - . 

ditto     -. 
-  -  male  praed.  app., 
carpenter. 

ditto     - 


female  prsdial.app. 

ditto     - 
female  non-pr.  app. 
female  prsedial  app. 

ditto  - 
female  non*pr.  app. 
female  preedial  app. 
'-  male  prsed.  app., 
plumber  and  black- 
smith. 

-  -  male  prsed.  app., 
carpenter. 


Parish  op  Port  Royal,  Windward  District 


1836: 
24  Nov. 

7  Dec. 

8  Dec. 

18:^7: 

11  Jan. 
3  Feb. 

14  Feb. 
20  Feb. 

12  April 
17  April 


3  ^lay 


20  June 
11  July 

25  J"'y 


Mary  Jones  - 
Ann  Amelia  King  - 
Julian  Empty 
Eleanor  Richards  - 
Letitia  Brown 

Agnes  M*Gowan  - 
Susannah  Gregory 
Letitia  Hylton 
Ann  Wheeler 
Johanna  Hylton     - 
Eleanor  Yates 
Agnes  Jackson 
Frederick  Jackson 
Louisa  Jackson     - 
Mary  Gibb  - 
Elizabeth  Jackson 
Phillis  Chamberlain 
JessyBrown- 
Joseph  Brown 
Lydia  Richards  Weise 
Douglass  Williams 
Eliza  Williams 
John  Walker 
Isabella  M*Fie 


female  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 
female  praedial  app. 

ditto  - 
female  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
female  prsedial  app. 
female  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 

male    ditto  - 

female  ditto  - 

ditto  - 

ditto  - 

female  prsedial  app. 

ditto  - 
male  ditto  - 
female  ditto  - 
male  ditto  - 
female  ditto  - 
male  praed.,  mason 
female  praedial  app. 


Rev.  R.  Stoney  - 
Miss  Eason 
Mount  Pleasant 
Bengale  Estate  - 
Mount  Carpax  - 
Braco  Estate 

Georgie  Estate  - 
Harmony  Hall  - 
-     ditto     - 
Stewart  Castle  - 
Miss  J.  White    - 

Brampton  Bryan 


Lancester  - 
-     ditto     - 
Harmony  Hall 
Mount  Carpax 
Harmony  Hall 
Buo  Beuno 
Lancester  - 
Nightingale  Grove 


-  -  Cottage,  Mr. 
Norris,  carpenter 


Total 


Mocho 

Drumroond  Castle 
Clifton    '  . 
Mocho 
Bloxburgh 

Green  Valley 
Galloway  House 
Blo.xburgh 
Lower  Lucky  Valley 
Bloxburgh 
Flamstead  -      1  - 
Belle  Vue  - 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto  - 
Halbcrstadt 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto  - 
Lower  Lucky  Valley 

-  ditto  - 
Trafalgar  - 
Chesterfield 
Clifton 

Total    -    -    £. 


Sura  Paid. 


21     -    - 
33  10    - 


23  3  4 

30  -  - 

16  -  - 

20  -  - 

16  -  - 

36  -  - 


20    -    - 


12    -    - 


227  13    4 


Sum  Unpaid. 


Remarks, 
if  unconcluded. 


£.     s.    d. 


45     -    -     i  conwdered  toohigh. 
37  »o     - 
27    -    - 


78     -    - 


45 
40 

53 
53 

50 
95 


15 


598  10    - 


-  -  has  no  objec- 
tion to  the  amount; 
promises  to  pay. 
considered  top  high. 

ditto. 

ditto, 
ditto. 

ditto. 

-  -  agreed  to  pay 
the  amount. 

considered  too bigb. 


C.  HawJdnSy 

Special  Justice 


26  13  4 

16  13  4 

43  16  8 

32  -  - 


52  7  1 


3 
4 


22  6 
10  13 

32  -  - 

24  -  - 

39  15  7  J 

20  -  - 


52  -  - 

43  6  8 

13  6  8 

78  1  8 


554  13  6i 


25  10 
25  10 
25  10 
25  10 
22  16 
4 
4 


46 
46 


63  7  ^ 
46  10  - 


379  10  5 


C.  Hamilton, 

Special  Justice. 
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DATE 
of 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sei,  Class  aiid  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Pakish  or  Hakoveb,  Leeward  District 
1836: 


SDec 

1837  •• 
11  Feb.   • 
26  -     ' 
sg  April  * 
13  May  • 


Betsy  Glen  - 
John  Campbell 

Mary  Atkinson 
Edward  Zincke 
John  Wateridge 
Thomas  Fielde 
Eliza  Pile     - 


female  non-prsedial 
male  praedial  app. 

female  non-prsedial 
male  prsedial 
male  praedial  app. 
male  non-praedial  • 
female  non-prsedial 


NameoftbeEatate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Pell  River 
Mount  Pleasant 

Saxhan     - 

F.  B.  Zincke      • 

Industry    - 

Campbelton 

Rockspring 

Total    -    -  £. 


FiEisa  OP  St.  Cathkrike,  District  of  Sansish  Town^ 


1836: 
«Nov. 

14  Dec. 

1837; 
iSJaa. 
3  Feb. 


^Feb.    - 

8  Feb.   . 
gFeb.   - 

7  March 


29  March 
31  March 
19  April  - 
27  April  - 
15  May  • 
S4Ma7  • 
31  May  . 
tyJone  • 
3  July  . 
12  July    . 


Sukey  Lewin 
Henry  Williams    - 
William   Matthews 
Green. 

Mary  Thomas 
Patience  Kennedy 
Frances  Jane  Saa  • 
Charlotte  Clare     - 
Francis  Cross 

Joseph  Davies 
Ann  Singley 
Mary  Howard  Newill 
Sarah  Thomas 
John  Thomson 
Louisa  Frankson   • 
Robert  Graham    - 
James  Palmer 

William  Johnson  • 
Rose  T.  Willocks  - 
Jane  Allen    - 
Dorothv  Forbes    - 
Maria  Morris 
Catherine  Henry  • 
Juliana  Pacifico    • 
Ann  Wildman 
Henrietta  Burrell  - 
Henry  Nelson 

Jane  McDonald    - 


female  pr.  attached 
male  pr.  attached  - 
male  non-prsedial  - 


female  non-praedial 

ditto    • 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 
male   non-prsedial, 

carpenter, 
male  non-prsedial  • 
female  non-pradial 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 
male  non-prsedial  - 
female  non-prsdial 
male  non-prsedial  - 
male  pr.  attached, 

mason 
male  non-praedial  - 
Temale  non-prsedial 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto    • 

ditto    • 
male    non-prsedial, 

brickmaker. 
female  non-pr«dial 


Parish  of  Westmoreland, 

1836: 
a  Not.   -     Margaret  Clarke  - 
James  Hamilton 
Rachael  Toot 
Caroline  Wade 

19  Not.    •     John  Parkins 
Robert  Morris 
David  Langer 

31  Dec  .  Mary  Gale  - 
Olive  Darinn 
Anne  Morris 


Cumberland  Pen 

ditto 
Henry        Pinell 
Matthews. 

Isaac  Dias 
Mary  Kennedy  - 
William  Saa       - 

ditto 
Juliana  Rowe    - 

Letitia  Thomas  - 
Evilina  Wilkins  - 

I  Ann  M.  Newill 

Thomas  Edbury 

McDowell  Grant 

Beacon  Hill  Plan- 
tation. 

Esther  Martins 

Ann  Austin 

John  Grant 

Grace  Halhead  - 

Ann  Newell 
J.  Bagnall  Burrows 

Samuel  Groom  - 

Richard  Barrett 
E.  Kilbre  Jackson 

William  Coulson, 
bricklayer. 

Great  Salt  pond 
Pen. 

Total    -    -  f. 


Sum  Paid. 


17     -     - 

15  -    - 

54    -    - 
7    5- 

16  10    - 


109  15    - 


Sam  Unpaid. 


£.    s.    d. 


34    -    - 


45 


79    -    - 


Remarks, 
if  Unconduded. 


-was  valuedagain 
on  the  1st  of  April 
for  62 1. 1  objected 
to. 


:| 


/.  R.  Hultne, 

Special  Justice. 


1837: 
«9  Jan. 
10  Feb. 

JJ4. 


Nicholas  Blake 
Bung  Heming 


WlKDWARD  AKD  MoUNtAIN  DISTRICT  : 

female  pr.  labourer 
male  non-praedial  - 
female  non-praedial 

ditto    - 
male  pr.  labourer  - 
male  pr.  head  carp, 
male  non-praedial  - 
female  pr.  labourer 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

male  pr.  labourer  - 
female  pr.  labourer 


30  -  - 

19  -  - 

15  -  - 

43  6  8 

19  a  6 


18  la    3 
30     4     3 


17    7  - 

16    -  ^ 

14  16  8 

21    6  8 

13    -  - 

13  11  3 

16    6  3 


10  u     8 


12     -    - 


299    6    - 


87  13    4 
87  13    4 

26    2    6 


16    -    - 


17    -    - 


85    8    9 


«5  13    4 


335  11     3 


-  -  released  by  free 
consent. 


1 20  /.  paid. 
17/.  unpaid. 


Richard  Hiley, 

Special  Justice. 


Enfuto  Pen 

50    - 

^ 

Bog  Estate 

22,10 

- 

Grandvale 

15    - 

- 

-      ditto  - 

15    - 

— 

Mount  Tarsay 

•        • 

- 

Bog  Estate 

- 

- 

Grandvale 

20    - 

— 

Glanbumie 

. 

- 

-      ditto  - 

• 

. 

Clifden     - 

- 

- 

-     ditto    - 

35    - 

«. 

Akendown 

21     6 

8 

36  »3  4 

96    -  - 

68    -  - 

5«    -  - 

46    -  - 


When  the  amount 
of  the  sum  award- 
ed is  not  paidy  it 
generally  arises 
n-om  the  appren- 
tice not  having  the 
amount,  or  is  of 
opinion  that  the 
valuation  Is  too 
high. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

of 

Valoatioo. 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Parish 

1837: 
1  March 
8  April   - 

14  April  • 

90  May    - 

8  April  - 

so  July    - 


Sex,  Class,  tnd  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

ornf 

the  Master. 


8am  Paid. 


OF  Westmoreland,  Windward  and  Mountain  District — cotUinved. 


Charlotte  Miles     * 
Augusta  Scott 
Amelia  Galant 
John  Wright 
Henry  G^e  - 
James  Pinnock 
Christian  Pringle  - 
Edward  Campbell 


female  pr.  labourer 

ditto    - 
female  non-pr. 
male  pr.  head  carp, 
male  pr.  Inb.  &  mason 
male  pr.  labourer  • 
female  pr.  labourer 
male  pr.  labourer  - 


Haddo      - 
A.  Kendowo 
Mt.  Edgecombe 
Glanburnie 
A.  Kendown     - 
New  ShaftoD     - 
Hopewell  - 
Mt.  Stewart 

Total  -    -  £. 


Upper  District  of  the  Port-Royal  Mountains  and  St.  David 


a6  January 
9  March 


26  May    - 


7  June 
27     - 
38  July 


Robert  Dewhurst 
Betsy  Kelly  - 
Jane  Richards 
Bobby  Thomas 
Johanna  M'Larty 
Ann  Garnett 
Mary  Stewart 
Saran  Rattray 
Sarah  Barnett 
Phoebe  Duffus 
Elliston  Walker 
Mary  Ann  Purvell 
Marg.  Brackenridge 


male  pr.  attached 
female  pr.  attach. 

ditto    - 
male  pr.  attached 
female  pr.  attach. 

ditto    - 

fem.  non-pr.  domestic 

female  pr.  attach.  - 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 
male  pr.  attached  - 
female  pr.  attached 

ditto    - 


Parish  of  St.  Mary,  Windward  District: 


1836: 
1  Dec. 


3  Feb.   - 


a  March 


7  April  - 
4  May    - 


Alex.  Hamilton     - 
Henry  Davis 
Helen  Ross  • 
William  Reid 
Nelly  Davidson     - 
Sammy  Debates    - 


Robt.  Walker 
Gerard  Green 
James  Bowley 
Elizab.  GrandisoD  - 
Eleanor  Thomas    - 

Edward  Archer     - 
Patty  Robinson     - 
Sophia  Robinson  - 
Jane  H.  Reynolds  • 
Susan  White 
Duncan  Campbell  • 
James  Edwards     - 
William  Gray 
William  Bennett    - 
Charlea  Byfield     - 
Anne  Bloomfield  - 
Louisa  Bloomfield 
Eleanor  Mitchell  - 
Eleanor  Thomas   - 
Elsie  Banwell 
Harriet  Hamilton  - 
Rosiana  Langley  - 


male  pr.  mason  att. 
male  pr.  unattach. 
female  non-praedial 
male  pr.  carp.  att. 
female  praedial  att. 
male  prsedial  attach. 


male  prsedial  attach, 
male  pr.  unattach. 
male  prsedial  attach, 
female  non-prsedial 
ditto    - 

male  prsedial  attach, 
female  pr.  attached 

ditto    - 
female  non-praedial 

ditto    - 
male  non-praedial  • 

ditto    - 
m.  pr.  unatt.  mason 
m.  pr.  unatt.  carpt. 
male  pr.  unattached 
female  pr.  unattach. 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 
female  non-prsedial 
-    .     ditto    - 
female  pr.  attached 


Mount  Hybla     - 
Moutit  Faraway 


Chester  Vale 
Robertsfield 

Clydesdale 
Abbey  Green 
Industry    - 
Chester  Vale 

Resource  - 

Total  -    - 


Aleppo     - 
Essex 
Richmond 
Hopewell  - 
Orange  River 
Dee  Side  - 


Orange  River 
Leinster    • 
Richmond 
Orange  River 
Luna 


Richmond  Hill 

-  ditto  - 
.    diUo    • 

-  ditto  - 
Petersfield 
.    ditto    - 

•  ditto    - 

•  ditto    • 

-  ditto  - 
.     ditto     - 

-  ditto    - 

•  ditto  - 
.    ditto    - 

-  ditto  - 
.  ditto  - 
Richmond 

•  ditto    - 

Total  -    -  £ 


£.    i.   d. 
19  13    - 


50    -    - 
60    -    - 


398    8    8 


Sum  Unpaid. 


£^  s.  d. 

60  -  - 

9  -  - 

84  -  - 

83  -  - 

50  -  - 


584  13    4 


lUmarb, 
if  UocoimImM. 


When  the  amount 
of  thesum  awarded 
is  not  paid,  it  gene, 
rally  arisesfirom  the 
apprentice  not  hsv. 
ing  the  amount,  or 
is  of  opinion  thit 

the  valuation  is  too 
high. 


Dan.  IV.  Kelly f  Special  Magistrate. 


44  10  4 


23  10  4 
35  17  io 
37  8  1 


32  -  - 
15  6  8 
46  -  - 


3«3  13   5 


46  15  7 
51  5  9 
19  5  1 


35  17  10 

43  ..  .- 

44  4  - 


239  8  3 


too  hiffb. 
ditto, 
ditto. 


has  no  fun^. 
hasnotthemonejr. 
too  high. 


H.  Kenty  Special  Justice. 


110  -  - 

78  9  4 

25  -  - 

95  C  8 


65    -    - 

45    -    - 
33  10    - 


18  13     4 
17    -    . 


45    -    - 


541  19    4 


25    - 
35    - 


75 


-  considered  toohigfa. 
-  «  abandoned,  no 
change  Isking 
place,  as  expected 
in  attorney, 
--no  money  forth* 
coming. 


35    -  - 

32  -  - 
40    -  ^ 

33  13  4 


10  13    4 


375    6    8 


«>  -BOtdiscbaigedy 
▼alaeJess. 
•  -  valaatioB  en- 
tered on  in  aatici- 
pation  of  a  reoMfili 
DOt  persisted  uk 


-  -  this  and  the  7 
succeeding  cans 
not  concluded,  the 
iocai  justice  re- 
fuatng  to  deduct 
oae-uird  of  gross. 


conadered  too  high. 
-  -  refused  to  allow 
one-third. 


R,  Sydney  Lambert^  Special  Justice. 
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DATE 
of 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


3ex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Parish  op  St.  Aknb,  Windward  District 


i8a6: 
9  Not.    - 

U    -    - 

31  Nor.   - 

H     -  - 

«7     -  - 

89     -  - 

iDec  - 

19  Dec.   - 

30     -     - 

1837: 
^January 


15  Feb.  - 
«7Feb.  . 
13  March 


15  March 
3  April  - 


SApnl    . 

13  March 
10  April  - 

lyApdl  - 
1  May    • 

fiMay    • 

«9  -      - 

5  June    - 

13  June    - 

19  June    • 
3Wy    . 

17  Ja^    . 
47  July    - 


Cecilia  Richards  - 
Rebecca  Stevens  - 
Elizabeth  Richards 
WilliaiD  Rae 
Mary  M'Kean 
John  Thomas 
Eliz.Anne  Gordon 
William  Levers     - 
PaortckTirrell 
Susannah  Smith    - 
James  Johnson 


James  Wilson 
Charles  Lewis 
George  M'Kenzie 
Thomas  Johnson  • 
Thomas  Robertson 
Robert  M«Dowall  - 
Phoebe  Bristol 
Patty  Graham 
Lewis  Ashmeade   - 
Isabella  Taaffe      • 
Beckford  Sharpe  • 
George  Davis 
Mary  Howard 
Sarah  Anderson    - 
Susan  Bryan 
Eliza  Jackson 
Charles  Smith 
Prince  William     - 
Dorothy  James 
Jane  Anderson 
Charles  Darby      - 
Mary  Darby 
Donnda  Hutton    - 

Thomas  Newell     - 
(omitted.) 

Henry  Smallwood 
Sarah  Somers 
Charlotte  Marshall 
Edward  Martin     • 
James  Williams     • 
Aurora  Ouflfiroy     • 
SiHanHall  - 
Cecilia  Brown 
Elisabeth  Finlay  - 
Elizabeth  Linton  - 
Julina  Davis 
Edward  Stevenson 
Satan  Gray  - 
Samuel  H.  Edwards 
Eliza  Bailey 
WiUiam  Mofiat      - 
Mary  Ann  Anderson 
Henry  Nugent 
Henry  Ashmeade  - 
James  Ellis  - 
Constantia  Symonds 
James  Forsyth 
James  Anderson    - 
Sarah  James 
Sarah  Newell 
Dorothy  Thomas  - 
William  Smith      - 
Sarah  Nembhard  - 


female  prsedial 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 

male  prsedial         ^ 
female  non-pr«dial 
male  prodial 
female  non-prsedial 
male  prsedial 

-  ditto 
female  praedial 
male  non-pr»dial  - 


male  non-praedial  - 
male  praetual 

-  ditto 

male  pr.,  carpenter 
.    ditto 
male  praedial 
female  non-pra^ial 
female  prsedial 
male  non-prsedial  • 
female  non-prxdial 
male  praedial 

-  ditto 
female  praedial 

-  ditto 

female  non-praedial 

-  ditto 
male  praedial 

-  ditto 
female  praedial 

-  ditto 

male  pr.,  sawyer   • 
female  praedial 
•    ditto 

male  praedial 

-  ditto 
female  praedial 
female  non-praedial 
nude  praedial 

.     ditto 
female  praedial 
female  non-praedial 
female  praedial 

-  ditto 
.    ditto 

-  ditto 
male  praedial 
female  praedial 
male  praedial 
female  non-praedial 
male  praedial 
female  praedial 
male  praedial 

.    ditto 

-  ditto 

female  non-praedial 
male  praedial 

-  ditto 
female  praedial 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 
male  praedial 
female  praedial 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

theBfaster. 


Mrs.  Mitchell    - 
Pleasant  Valley  • 
Dr.  Ball    - 
Unity  Valley     - 
Grierpark 
Gibraltar  - 
Grierpark 
Attempt    - 
Unity  Valley 
Mr.  Simpson 
Mrs.  Johnson    • 


Schwallenburgh 
River  Head 

-  ditto  - 
Retirement 

-  ditto  - 
Attempt  - 
Bachelor's  Hall  - 
Attempt  - 
Haddon  - 
Miss  Lowe 
Unity  Valley     - 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto     - 
Faith  Pen  - 
Mosely  Hall      - 
Miss  Llewellyn  - 
Bradfield  - 
Mrs.  Fergus 
Grierfield  - 

Mr.  Anderson   - 
Mount  Lebanon 

-  ditto     - 

-  ditto     - 

Unity  Valley     - 

Dr.  Ball    - 

-  ditto    - 
Mrs.  Cocking    • 
Mr.  Martin 
Phoenix  Park     - 
Little  River 
Mrs.  Martin 
River  Head 
Faith  Pen 
Woodberry 

-  ditto    -     .  - 

•  ditto    - 
Mr.  Hurst 
Halifax     - 

-  ditto  - 
Ramble  - 
Miss  Arthur 

•  ditto     - 
Woodberry 
Faith  Pen 
WhitehaU  - 
Faith  Pen 
Schwallenburgh 

-  ditto    - 
Unity  Valley      - 
Faith  Pen  - 
Woodstock 

-  ditto     - 

Total  -    -  £. 


Sam  Paid. 


£•     #.    d, 

45    -    - 
a«    5    - 


48  18 
16  13 
60  13 
30  11 
48  18 
53  15  10 

33  H    t 

34  -    - 


14  - 
46  13 
46  13 
64  5 
58  6 
46  13 
24  - 
6 
6 
5 


37 

21 

12 

49  »o  - 

49  10  - 

n  5  10 

14  19  5 

18  6  7 

47  6  8 

13  6  8 


49  «o  - 

37  6  a 
26  6  8 


17  4  6 
40  -  - 


12  13  4 
5  B  9 


20  4  7 
47  5  7 


10  -  - 
42  10  - 


Sum  Unpaid. 


1,267  1^  ^ 


£.  s.    d. 


48  17  10 


40  10  - 


45  -  - 

26  13  4 
65  16  10 

46  1  8 
22  4  8 


17  4  6 

49  »6  8 
51  3  a 
17  6  8 

23  16  8 

46  8  9 

27  10  - 

50  13  4 
41  3  4 


42  18  G 

41  13  4 

20  -  - 

47  t8  4 

47  18  4 


30  -  - 
40  -  - 


40  -  - 
28  -  - 


Remarks, 
if  Uncondudad. 


957  H  U 


Henry  Laidla'ajf  ; 

Special  Justice. 


154. 


o  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 
of 

VfilfMtioiL 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  ClaM,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Central  Windward  District)  Trblawnt  : 
1 836 :  ^^  Thomaft-in-the  East : 

5  Nov.   -     Jane  Mitchell 
George  Ellis 
Eliza  Johnson 


13  Nov. 
S3  Nov. 

26  Nov. 


1837: 
it  Feb.    . 

18  F^.     - 
4  March 

11  March 

13  May    * 

10  June    - 
17  June    - 

24  June    - 

1  July    - 
8  July    - 

15  3\x]j    - 
22  July    - 


Susan  Rankin 
James  Brown 
Francis  M*Lean 
Marv  Harris 
Regina  Elmslie 

Ann  Jackson 
Jane  Jackson 
Richard  Francis 
Richard  Spencer  • 
Isabella  Makes 
Betsy  Darby 
Thomas  Russell 
Letitia  White 
James  Stewart 
Elsy  Brown  - 
William  Read 
Kitty  Chisholm      . 

Trelawney : 
Jane  Walker 
Sarali  Wyat 
Frances  Henry 
George  Meats 
Richard  Oliver 
James  Marlow 
Catherine  Lottery 
Edmund  Burke 
Susan  Burley 
Susan  Warburton  - 
James  Ellis  - 
Phillis  Burnett 
William  Marlow    • 
Fanny  Sharpe 
Jane  Sharpe  - 
William  Ward       . 


female  prsdial 
male  non-praedial  - 
female  prsedial 
ditto    - 
male  pr.,  carpenter 
male  prsedial 
female  praedial 
female  non-praedial 

female  non-prsedlal 

ditto    - 
male  prsedial 

ditto    - 
female  non-praedial 
female  praedial 
male  praedial 
female  praedial 
male  praedial 
female  non-praedial 
male  praediaJ 
female  praedial 

female  praedial 

ditto    - 

ditto     - 
male  praedial 
male  non-praedial  • 

ditto    - 
female  non-praedial 
male  non-praedial  - 
female  praedial 

ditto     - 
male  non-praedial  - 
female  praedial 
male  non-praedial  - 
female  non-praedial 

ditto     - 
male  non-pr.,  carp. 


Parish  of  St.  Elizabeth  District 

1836: 
Nov.        -     No  valuations. 
3  Dec.    -    Xetitia  Bennett 

—  David  Mitchell 

18  Dec.    -     Joseph  Hewitt 


1837: 
14  Jan. 


28  Jan.  - 
18  Feb.  - 
25  Feb.  - 
11  March 

1  April  • 
13  May  • 

June 
1  July    • 
From 


female  praedial 
male  non-praedial  - 
male  praeaial 


Robert  Taylor       - 
Ellenor  Wright     - 
Sophia  Jackson     - 
Catherine  Jackson 
Sam.  -.^    - 
Archibald  Alboyn 
John  Malcolm 
Francis  Upperman 
Elizabeth  Swabey  - 
Amelia  Winter 
Mary  Roberts 
Margaret  Forbes  • 
Sara£  Moore 
No  valuations. 
I  Sarah  Robertson    - 
the  1st  to  the  31st  July 


ditto     - 
female  praedial 
female  non-praedial 
female  praedial 
male  praedial 
male  non-praedial  - 

ditto    - 

ditto  - 
female  non-praedial 

ditto  - 
female  praedial 
female  non-praedial 

ditto     • 

female  non-praedial 
1837^  no  valuations. 


Name  of  the  Entate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


CiAey 
PetersAeld 
Georgia    - 
Newneld  - 
ditto      • 
Gosbrand  Hall  - 
Buckingham 
Island  Head 

Petersfield 

ditto     « 
Duckworth 

ditto     - 

ditto      • 
Buckingham 

ditto      - 
Gosbrand  Hall  - 
Serge  Island 
Georgia    - 
Coley 
Prospect  Pen     - 

Mr.R.  Caderfaead 
Jock*s  Lodge     - 
Hyde  Hall 
Mr.  Meatsy  Fahnontb 
Steelefield 
Mrs.MarloWy  Rock 
Cambridge 
Retirement 
Spring 
ditto 
Mr.  Scarlett,  St  Jamet 
Stewart  Castle 
Mrs.  Marlow,  Rock 
Mrs.Hodges^alaoQth 
-    ditto    • 
Mr.  Fosbrooke 


Som  Paid. 


4«  13     4 
17     -    - 


36  13  4 

60     -  - 

44.    -  - 

26  13  4 

8    -  - 

8    -  - 

45  10  - 

27  16  8 
15  16  8 


3«  -  - 
16  -  - 
16 


3« 
27 
30 
10 
10 
12 
12 
J5 


10    - 


8    4 


Sum  Unpaid. 


£.    *.  d. 

60 

60    -    - 


32    -    - 
27  16    8 

48    -    - 


28    -    -i. 


Total 


.£. 


Happy  Retreat 
Longhill    - 
Salt  Spring 

Pleasant  Hill 
Black  River 
Blackburn 
Ashton 

ditto 
Atterjoy    - 
Black  River 

ditto 
Fuller's  Wood 
Rectory    - 
Fonthill     - 
Salt  Spring 
Malvern  Hill 


30 
16 
34 
11 

9 

9 

12 


13  4 
15  7 


716  10  7 


37  3  4 


293  -  ^ 


Beovh, 

ifUlMMdttdQd. 


Edmund  B.  lAfon, 

Special  Justice. 


Black  River 
Total 


-  £. 


22  -  .. 
30  •  - 
47  -  - 

U'--- 

21  6  8 


12  * 

30  - 

25  - 

21  6 

24  17 

28  - 

16  - 

16  - 


16    -    - 


385    -    9 


39 
100 


139    -    - 


Thomas  MaUhems, 

Special  Justice. 
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DATE 

of 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


District  of  St,  Dorothy's,  &c. 


1836: 
13  Nov.    - 
«6   -      - 

3DCC    - 

17  -      . 

1837  •• 

18  March 

4  April  - 

84   -       - 
15  July    - 


Eliza  Ellis    - 
Richard  Hayle 
William  Buna 
Sarah  Cokely 
Robert  Gett 


L.  DawkjDS  • 
Henry  Francis 
Eliza  Malcolm 
Jane  Reid    - 
Frances  Walker 


female  pra^lial 
male,  carpenter 

ditto    - 
female  prsedial 
male  non-praedial 

male,  tradesman    - 
male  praedial 
female  non-prsedial 
female  praedial 
female  non-prsedial 


Name  of  the  £ttat)e, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Parish  or  Kingston,  District  or  Kinostok: 


1836: 
10  Nov. 


u  Nov. 

la    - 

14    - 
18    - 


5  Dec  • 

13   -  - 

19   .  . 

34   -  - 

1837: 

16  January 

24   -  . 

1  Feb.  - 

8Feb.  . 

9   -  • 

10  Feb.  - 

15   -  - 

83    -  - 


s  March 

14  March 

17    -      . 

23    -      - 

28  -      . 

29  -      . 


30  March 
1  April  - 

4    -       - 
10    - 

7    -      - 
19   .      . 

21     « 

25     -         . 


Eliza  Patteson 

James  Davis 
Margaret  Rennell 
Eliza  Ennis  - 
Julian  Da  Costa    - 
Julian  Burke 
A.  Saunders 
Ann  Ferguson 

Flora  Muir  - 
Elizabeth 
Sarah  Wood 
Sarah  Thomson     • 
Robert  Rees 

Ann  Grant  - 
Catherine  Cockling 
Thomas  MK7artney 
Jane  Bernard 
John  Smith  • 
Alexander  M*Lean 
Casimiere     • 
Paulina 
Charles 

Charlotte  Moody  - 
Elizabeth  Campbell 
James  Garnet 
Louisa  Richards    - 
Rebecca  Barnes    • 
Jane  Johnson 
Susan  Anderson    • 
WUliam  M'Cullock 
Amelia 
Ann  Clarke  - 
Mary  Dias   - 
George  Davis 
Julian  Bolt  • 
Elizabeth  Walker  - 

William  Dallas     • 
John  Beechy 

Prudence  Jackson 

Nancy  Kildare 
Maria  Stewart 
Rosie  Wynter 
Abraham  Saunders 
Matlievr  Draoketh 
Charles  James 
Mary  Bell    - 


-  •  female  non-pr., 
domestic. 

male  ditto     - 
female  ditto  • 

diuo    - 

ditto    - 
female  praedial 
male  non-praedial  - 

-  -  female  non-pr., 
domestic. 

female  non-pr.,  ditto 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto  • 
male  ditto    - 

female  ditto  - 

ditto    • 
male  ditto    • 
female  ditto  - 
non-pr.,  bricklayer 
male,  domestic 
male  non-pr.,  baker 
female  domestic    • 
male  ditto    - 
female  ditto  - 

ditto  - 
male  ditto  • 
female  ditto  - 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto  - 
male  ditto  - 
female  ditto  - 

ditto    • 

ditto  • 
male  ditto  - 
female  ditto  • 

-  -  female  non-pr., 
domestic. 

male  ditto    - 

-  -  head  grass*man, 
non-praemal. 

-  -  female  non-pr., 
domestic. 

ditto    • 

ditto    - 

ditto  - 
male  ditto    - 

ditto  - 
ditto,  blacksmith    - 

-  -  female  non-pr. , 
domestic. 


Busfafield  - 
Chateau    • 
Longville 
Busby  Park 
Content    - 


Cocoa  Walk      - 
Wood  Hall 
Cherry  Garden  - 
Cocoa  Walk      - 
O.  H.  Bay 

Total  -  -  £. 


154. 


James  Gyles 

John  Fowles 
M.  M'Kenzie  - 
John  McCartney 
Julian  Alberga  - 
Millicent  Kenny 
Mary  Ellis 
Mary  Duquesny 

Alexander  Scott 
Michel  Samuels 
Margt.  M'Queen 
Ann  E.  Carrol  - 
Miss  O'Neill     - 


Mr.  Brydon 
Mrs.  D.  Clarke  - 
Mrs.  Johnston  • 
Spalding,  M.  D. 
Sarah  Stvles     • 
Lachlan  M*Lean 
Bernard  Pri^e  - 
A.  Branday 
A.  Dausigne 

C.  Edwards 
Mr.  Smith 
Miss  Taylor 

R.  J.  Alexander 
Miss  Taylor 
Mr.Thomhill    - 
Rev.  Arch.  Pope 

D.  Da  Costa  - 
A.  Beveridge  - 
Jane  Wright 
Judith  Isaacs  • 
Mr.  B.  Seymour 
Levy  Barned 
Antoinette  Morris 

Joseph  Alexander 
Thomas  Barnes  - 

Miss  Christian  • 

Mr.  De  Crasto  - 
Mrs.  Campbell  • 
Elias  Gates 
Mrs.  O'NeU      • 
A.  Davis  - 
Mr.  James 
Alfred  E.  Robins 

o  3 


Som  Paid. 


£.    s.    d. 
20    -    - 

85:: 
36  -  - 
5  -  - 


87  -  - 

go  -  - 

16  -  - 

53  -  - 

10  -  - 


487    -    - 


Sam  Unpaid. 


£.    #.   d. 


RemariEt, 
if  Uncondaded. 


Alex.  N.  M'Leod, 

Special  Justice. 


20    4    3 


10  3  4 
so  4  3 
10    -    - 


19  15    7 


32  15  7 

33  15  7 

33      4  7 

13     -  - 


»7 

6 

8 

• 

• 

8 

10 

« 

31 

. 

.» 

31 

6 

8 

13 

«. 

• 

8 

— 

« 

84 

10 

10 

13 

-<. 

. 

16 

a. 

. 

16 

- 

— 

19 

- 

- 

as 

6 

. 

11 

6 

8 

11 

10 

.. 

11 

10 

.. 

93 

- 

.. 

11 

10 

^ 

J5 

6 

8 

35    5    - 


40    -    - 

29    3    4 
18    -    - 


19    «     3 
936 


18  -  - 

60  -  - 

15  6  8 

16  -  - 

23  -  - 

14  13  4 

33  -  - 

34  -  - 
It)  -  - 


36     -     . 
30     -     - 

33    -    - 


paid  to  Receiver-general. 
paid  to  Receiver-general. 


9    3    4 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

NAME 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

Name  of  the  Estate, 

of 

of  the 

or  of 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

RemariLS,    ' 

ValuatioD. 

of  the  Apprentice. 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

if  UucoDcloded.  * 

Parisi 

i  OF  Kingston,  Dis 

TRICT  OF   KlNGSTON- 

-^continued* 

£.  *. 

d. 

£.  *.    d. 

1837: 

2  May    - 

Caroline  Robertson 

-  -  female   non-pr., 
domestic. 

Marg.  Dunbar  - 

12  13 

4 

9    -       - 

Maria  Bowley 

-      ditto 

Elizabeth  Rose  - 

10  13 

4 

... 

-  -  paid    to  Re- 

Ann Welch  -        - 

-      ditto 

Pereira  Mendis  - 

12  13 

4 

ceiver-general. 

16    - 

Antoinette  Ariano 

-      ditto 

Jo^ph  Ariano  - 

14  11 

8 

17    -       - 

Frances  Judah 

-      ditto      - 

Eliz.  C.  Bailey  - 

• 

16  -  - 

22      -         - 

Prlscilla  Thomas    - 

-      ditto      - 

Rosanna  Derby 

10  13 

4 

2  June   - 

Sarah  Farriere 

-      ditto 

John  Farriere    - 

13    6 

8 

3    -      - 

David  Gray 
Richard  Rixstall    - 

male  ditto     - 

W.  V.  Fuller      - 

20    - 

. 

, 

5    -      - 

-      ditto 

Carol.  Copeland 

20    - 

— 

16    -      . 

Robert  Rowley     - 

non-pr.,  pioneer    - 

Atkinson  &  Hosier 

35    - 

. 

— 

John  Simmons 

ditto,  mason 

C.  M<Glashen    - 

>9    - 

— 

19  June    - 

Eliz.  M'Pherson    - 

female  non-prsedial 

Eleanor  Wood  - 

11     5 

10 

— . 

Cath.  M*Pherson  - 

-      ditto      . 

-     ditto     - 

6    9 

2 

— . 

Catherine  Wynter 

-      ditto 

Helenus  White  - 

12  17 

11 

21  June   - 

Eliza  Cummins 

ditto 

Eliza  Harrison  - 

15  16 

8 

30    -       - 

Gracy  Charlton     - 

-      ditto 

Elizabeth  Reid  - 

13    - 

- 

11  July    - 

Catherine  Spiers  - 

-      ditto      - 

Catherine  Bailey 

9    - 

. 

-. 

Elizabeth  Francis  - 

-      ditto 

Moses  Da  Costa 

9    3 

4 

12  July    - 

Sophia  TuUy 

-      ditto 

Ann  Sheyer 

12    - 

^ 

14    -       - 

Priscilla  Roberts   - 

ditto 

Margaret  Dunbar 

12    - 

- 

15    -       • 

Jane  Bell      - 

-      ditto      . 

Mathew  White  - 

6    - 

^ 

17    -       . 

Olive  Wilnot 

-      ditto      - 

Thomas  White  - 

15    - 

_ 

25    -       - 

Robert  Carrol 

male  ditto     • 

D.  Alexander    - 

17     6 
8  X3 

8 

" 

27    -       - 

Jane  Carpenter     - 
Henry  Hunter 

female  ditto 

Robert  Smith    - 

4 

28    -       . 

male  ditto     • 

Mary  Forti^re   - 
Totals  -    -  £. 

14  11 

8 

974     2 

9 

254  iC    5 

r-t 

H.  Moresby^ 

Special  Justice. 

Parish  of  St.  Mary,  North  West  Leeward 

District: 

1836: 

5  Nov,    - 

Julian  Wilson 

female  non-prsedial 

Jane  Ewers 

24    - 

— 

12    -      ** 

Robert  Campbell  - 

male  pr.  attached  - 

Greenwood 

56    . 

- 

19    -      - 

John  Innis    - 

-      ditto      . 

Langley    - 

- 

55    -    - 

John  Marshall 

ditto      - 

Crescent  - 

30    - 

^ 

... 

Eliza  Wafers 

female  non-prsedial 

•          .          . 

21    6 

8 

— r- 

Charles  Scott 

-  -  male  pr.,  cooper, 
attached. 

Wentworth 

- 

- 

^5    -    - 

3  Dec.    - 

Sarah  Bayley 
Richard  Hamilton 

female  pr.  attached 

Pemberton  Valley 

48  17 

10 

10     -       - 

male  pr.  unattached 

Castlemine 

48    . 

. 

31    -      - 

Francis  Bennett    - 

male  non-praedial  - 

Mason  Hall       - 

16  17 

10 

.    1837: 

21  January 

William  Sims 

-  -  male  pr.,    con- 
stable, attached. 

Castlemine 

67  13 

4 

.^ 

Edward  Brown 

male  pr.  attached  - 

Preston     - 

58     6 

8 

— 

Maria  Henry 

female  pr.  attached 

Fontabelle 

37    6 

8 

4  February 

Mary  Bridges 
Elizabeth  Henley  - 

ditto      - 

Crescent  - 

• 

• 

44    6    8 

m^ 

fern.  pr.  unattached 

Castle  Comfort  - 

. 

. 

46  13    4 

1 8  February 

Eleanor  Forbes     - 

female  pr.  attached 

Russel  Hall       - 

33  c 

8 

-. 

Rebecca  Barton    - 

fem.  pr«  unattached 

Mason  Hall 

. 

. 

34  13    4 

25  February 

Thomas  Pennock  - 

male  non-praedial  • 

Barriflfe  Hall      - 

30    - 

- 

. 

11  March 

Robert  Collins 

male  pr.  unattached 

Mason  Hall       - 

37    6 

8 

— 

Julian  M'Cormick 

female  non-praedial 

ditto  - 

20    ^ 

. 

— 

Jemmy  M^Cormick 

male  pr.  unattached 

-      ditto  - 

27    6 

8 

~~" 

William  Jacks      - 

-  -  male    non-pr., 
carpenter. 

Edw.  Livingstone 

* 

- 

33    6    8 

.1.^ 

James  Jacks 

f      ditto 

-      ditto  . 

,        , 

. 

33    «    8 

_ 

Rosalie  Grant 

feipale  pr.  attached 

Albion 

30    - 

« 

|8  March 

Edwin  Morrison    - 

male  pr.  unattached 

Cliaon  HiU 

47    - 

^ 

— 

Sophia  Byfield       - 

female  non-praedial 

George  Gordon 

• 

11  14    5 

.. 

Ruthy  Ann  Francis 

female  pr.  attached 

Trinity      - 
Tryall       • 

40    6 

8 

— 

J.  Ann  Wentwortb 

-      ditto      - 

19    - 
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of 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Sam  Paid. 


Parish  op  St.  >]art»  North  West  Lsbward  District — continued. 
1837: 


1  April  - 

8  April   - 
15  April  - 


S7  April  - 
28    -       . 

19  April   • 
28    -       . 

11  May    - 

13    -       - 
16    -       . 

30     - 

27     -         - 

3  June   - 


id  June 

17    - 


22  June 

23  - 

1  July 


8  July 
10    - 

15    - 
29    • 


Mary  Field  - 
Harriett 

Caroline  Henry     • 
Jane  Gibson 

William  Johnson   - 

Charles  Barton 
Henrietta  Cameron 
Eleanor  Richards  - 
Jane  Bryan  - 

Christopher  Dobson 
Patrick  Bury 
Elizabeth  Frame  - 
Charles  Grant 
Cecilia  Hall 

Jeannette  Bowley 
Francis  Hall 
Harriett  Qarvey    - 
Frances  Ljfons 
Mary  Ann  Newton 
Susan  Beckford     • 

Ritiy  Welsh 
Robert  Stevenson  - 
Bessy  Channer 
Eliza  Campbell     - 

Elvira  Forbes 
Sarah  Gardiner     - 
Amelia  Martin 
Cecilia  Grandison 
Letitia  Green 
Frances  King 
Caroline  Byndloss 
Susan  Murphy 

Edward  Ray 
Edward  Roberts    - 

Emanuel  Roberts  - 
Margiana  Ray 

Mary  Stevens 
Maria  M'Donald  - 
Mary  Davis 
George  Barriffe     - 


fem.  pr.  unattached 
female  non-prsedial 
-      ditto      - 


ditto 


•>     Albion 


--  male  pr.,  cooper, 

attached. 

male  pr.  unattached 

female  pr.  attached 

-  ditto      - 

-  ditto 

male  pr.  unattached 
male  pr.  attached  - 
female  non^prsedial 
female  pr.  attaclied 

-  ditto      - 

female  non-prsedial 
male  non-praedial  - 
female  non-priedial 

ditto 
female  pr.  attached 
female  non-praedial 

-  ditto      - 
male  pr.  attached  - 
female  pr.  attached 

ditto      - 

female  non-praedial 
female  pr.  attached 
fem.  pr.  unattached 
aitto 

-  ditto      - 
.      ditto      - 

ditto 
female  non-prsedial 

male  non*prsedial  - 
•  -  male  pr.,    car- 
penter, attached, 
male  pr.  attached  - 
female  non-praedial 

fem.  pr.  unattached 
female  non  praedial 

ditto 
male  pr.  unattached 


Parish  of  ClareitdoN)  Chapelton  District: 


1837: 
8  April   - 

15    -  . 

10  June  - 

8  July  . 

«9    -  - 


Robert  Jones 
James  Gordon 
Ann  Bryson 
James  Johnson 
Mary  Ann  Thomas 


male  non-pr.,  servant  Alexandria 


Gibraltar  - 
ditto 
ditto 


Brimmer  Hall    - 

Mason  Hall 
Roslin 
Trinity      - 
ditto 

Stoneyfield 
New  Ramble     - 
Union  Hill 
Albion 
ditto 

Union  Hill 
Miles  Nugent    - 
Boscobell 
Jane  Bertus 
Preston     - 
Wilderness 

Nonsuch   - 
ditto 
Tryall       - 
Albion 

Jane  Ewers 
Pemberton  Valley 
Airy  Hill  - 
Berry  Hill 
ditto 

Bishop  Mount 
Stoneyfield 
Mary  Cameron 

Wentworth 
Whitehall 


ditto 
Dorothy  Wright 

Mason  Hall 
Cherry  Garden  - 
Alex.  Cameron  - 
Mason  Hall 

Total  -    .  £. 


£. 


d. 


23    4  5i 

17  15  7 

16    -  - 

16    -  - 


20  -  - 

20  -  - 

20  -  - 

34  13  4 

15  -  - 
48  13  4 
40 

18  -  - 

14 

21  6  8 
8  -  - 

38  -  - 

17  6  8 

16  6  8 


42  13    4 

16    6    8 
20    -    - 


42  13 

43  13 


4 
4 
20    -    - 

3a  17  10 
16    -    - 

20    -    - 


male  pr.  attached  - 
female  non  praedial 
male  nonpr.,  tailor 
female  pr.  attached 


Lucky  Valley 
Old  Plantation 
Miss  Faulkner 
Mullett  Han 

TOLAL  -     -  i 


15  -  - 

18  -  - 

16  -  - 

24  -  - 


Sam  Unpaid. 


£.  *.  d. 

66  13  4 

36  13  4 

47  13  4 


20    -    - 
32    6    8 


42  13    4 


1,406    6  loj 


25 
46 

16 
25 


112    -    - 


58  15    - 
32    8    4 

16    -    - 


678    8    5 


Remarks, 
it  Unconcladed. 


William  Markon^ 

Special  Justice. 


15    -    - 


15    -    - 


--thought  the  sum 
awarded  too  much. 


Philip  O'ReiUy, 

Special  Justice. 


154- 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 
of 


NAME 
of  tlie  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

•ftbe 

Apprentice. 


Parish  or  Trelawny,  Interior  District  : 


1836: 
I  Nov. 


32  Nov. 

«4    - 
39    - 


14  Dec. 
16    - 


1837: 
s  January 

10  January 


95  January 
31      -     - 


98  Feb.    - 

13  March 

34  March 
5  May    - 

20  May  - 
25  May  - 
31  May    • 

14  June    • 

15  -  • 
10  July    • 


John  Clarke 

Francis  Williamson 
John  Sutherland   - 
Mary  Drummond  - 
Margaret  Bucknett 
Joseph  Green 
Sarah  Ann  Gallimore 
Eliza  Linton 
Isabella  Graves     - 
George  Brown 

Eliza  Grant  - 
Mary  Hogarth 
Frances  Thompson 
Archy  Brands 
George  Henry 

Elizabeth  Gallimore 
Charlotte  Holden  - 


James  Broderick 

Ann  Whittaker 
Catherine  McDonald 
Benjamin  Reid 

Robert  Taylor 
Sarah  Wright 
Jane  M*Farlane     - 
Harriett  Cross 
Peggy  Young 
Mary  Cohall 
Mary  Ricard 
Sarah  Blackford    - 
Eliza  Williams      - 
Catherine  Charley 
William  Sanderson 
Catherine  M'Innis 
Richard  Barrett    - 

Jane  Gallimore     - 
Sarah  Menzies 
Grace  Birch  - 
George  Anderson  r 

Elizabeth  Foster    - 
Elizabeth  Robinson 
Emily  Delisser 
Martha  Thompson 
Christian  Williams 
Elizabeth  Wilson  - 
Elizabeth  Hames  - 
Henrietta  Richards 
Ann  Kerr     • 
John  Cole     - 
Jane  Petrikin 
Rebecca  Henry     - 
Mary  Gale    - 
John  Brown 
George  Goodwin  - 
William  Thomas   - 
Caroline  Gore 
Robert  Mitchell    - 
Mary  Ann  Gird  wood 
Samuel  Simpson 


--malepr.appren., 
a  carpenter, 
male  pr.  apprent.  - 
male  non-prsdial  * 
female  non-pra^dial 

ditto    - 
male  non-pnedial  - 
female  non-prsedial 

ditto    - 
female  prasdial 

-  -  male  prsedial^  a 
mason. 

female  non-prasdial 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 
male  non-prsedial  - 

-  *-  male  prsedial,  a 
carpenter, 
female  prsedial 
female  non-prsedial 


-  •  male  prsedial^  a 
tradesman, 
female  non-prsedial 
female  prsedial 

-  -  male  prsedial^  a 
plumber. 

male  non-prsedial  - 
female  non-prsedial 

ditto    - 

ditto  - 
female  prsedial 

ditto  - 
female  non-prsedial 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 

ditto    - 
male  non-prsedial  • 
female  prsedial 

-  -  male  prsedial,  a 
mason. 

female  non-prsedial 
female  prsedial 
ditto    - 

-  -  male  prsedial,  a 
carpenter, 
female  non-preedial 

ditto    - 
female  prsedial 
female  non-prsedial 
female  prseoial 
female  non-prsedial 

ditto  - 
female  prsedial 

ditto    - 
male  prsedial 
female  prsedial 
female  non-prsedial 

ditto  - 
male  prsedial 
male  non-prsedial  - 

ditto    - 
female  non-prsedial 
male  prsedial 
female  non-prsedial 
maleprsedisu 


Name  of  tbe  Estate, 

or  of 

tbe  Master. 


Belmont 


Friendship 
-     ditto    - 
Silver  Grove 
Pembroke 
Fontabeile 
Unity 

Linton  Park 
Gravesend 
Chester     • 


-    ditto 

Garredu 

York 

Reserve 

Potosi 


Gravesend 
Good  Hope 


Friendship 

Dromilly  • 
Covey 
Gales  Valley 

Belmont   • 
Golden  Grove 
Pembroke 
Wales       • 
Linton  Park 
•     ditto    - 
Fontabeile 
Hampstead 
Linton  Park 
Lansguenet 
Golden  Grove 
Shawfield  - 
Cambridge 


Unity 

Good  Hope 
Retreat  • 
Bunkers  Hia 

Bunkers  Hill 
Reserve    - 
Gravesend 
Pembroke 
Bounty  Hall 
Reserve    - 
Retreat     - 
Reserve    - 
Wakefield 
Wales 

Weston  Favel 
York 

Wakefield 
Reserve    • 
Cambridge 
Peru 

Wales  . 
Good  Hope 
•  ditto  - 
Zilston      - 


Sam  Paid. 


£.  1.  d. 


6  8 


10 
11 

21  -  - 

21  -  - 

15  -  - 

21  -  - 

17  16  8 

60  1  -' 

10  -  - 


21  13  4 
13  -  - 


21   -  - 


56  -  - 


20 
36 
70 

25 
18 
18 
18 

52 
42 

19 
17 
17 
17 
15 


15  -  - 
50  -  - 

«5  -  - 

16  6  8 

14  3  4 

13  6  8 

18  -  . 

33  -  - 

47  18  4 


4«  4  7 

16  -  - 

16 

35  -  - 

18  13  4 

16  -  - 

14  10  - 


Sum  Unpaid. 


Remarks, 
if  Unconclnded. 


£•    «.   d. 


75 


44 

20  -    - 

60  -    - 

34 


45     -    - 
67  10    - 


34  13    4 
47    3    4 

47  18    4 


35    -    - 


too  high. 


no  money. 

no  money. 

too  high, 
no  money. 


a  good  tradesmsB 


I  too  high  and  no 
f  money. 


too  high, 
too  high. 

too  high. 


too  high, 
too  high. 


S.  Ptyce^ 

Special  Justice. 
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DATE 

of 
TalortiM* 

NAME 
oTtlie  Apprentice. 

Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  tbe 

Apprentice. 

Nome  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 

SuBi  Paid. 

Sam  Unpaid. 

Remarks, 

PUIISE 

IBS  OF  St.  James,  Hanovbr,  and  Wbstmorlakd  Western  Ivterior  District: 

1836: 

12  Nov-    - 

16  .    . 

Charles  Campbell 
Rebecca  Hudson  - 

-  -  male    prsdial, 
carpenter* 
female  praedial 

York  Pen 

-    -    Haughton* 
grove  Pen. 

-         •         5» 

105  13     3 
60 

1837: 

'^ 

6May      - 

Sarah  Mudie 

female  non-prsedial 

Wiltshire  -        . 

14    5    8 

8  July      . 

Samuel  James 

-  •  male    prsdial, 
carpenter. 

Eden 
Total   -    -  £. 

60    5    7 

eclal  Justice. 

74  "     8 

165  13    a 

J.  Odd 

Sp 

Pabish  of  Westmorlawd,  Leeward  District  : 

1836: 

I  Dec     - 

Frances  Coates     • 

female  non-prsedial 

Margaret  Wilson 

33    6    4 

6    -       - 

Isabella  Guthrie    - 

female  non-prsedial 

Moreland 

18  15    - 

10  ^ 

Frances  Hird 

female  prsedial 

Paullsland 

ai    -    - 

— 

Catherine  Rimner 

female  non-prsedial 

Meylersfield      - 

41    -    - 

— 

Henry  Meyler 

male  non-prsedial 

.    ditto    - 

6    6    8 

1837: 

3Jm.      - 

Ann  Connell 

female  non-prsedial 

Glasgow    • 

20    -    - 

— 

Mary  Webster      - 

female  prsedial 

Mount  Eagle     - 

60    -    - 

2  Feb.      . 
18   -      - 

Ann  Clark    - 
Elizabeth  Wagstaff 
Allan  Walker 

female  non-prsedial 
female  praedial 
female  prsedinl 

King's  Valley    - 
Martin  Wagstaff 
Cape  Savanna  - 

16 

70    -    - 
ai    6    8 

■ 

4Maocli. -* 

Mary  A.  Martin    - 

female  non-prsedial 

Mary  Robertson 

34    -    - 

16   -      - 

Annie  Ashman 

female  non-prsedial 

Drummonds 

21    6    8 

— 

Henrietta  Evans    - 

female  prsedial 

Moimt  Eagle    - 

10    -    - 

' 

28  Jan.    - 

David  Fisher 
Jane  Walker 

-  male  prsedial,  car- 

nenter. 

female  non-prsedial 

King's  VaUey    . 
Meylersfield      - 

58    -    - 
30    -    - 

25  March 

Henney  Miller 

female  non-prsedial 

T.  Harpur 

17 

2  April     - 
8Apii    - 

Jane  Cathcart 
Wm.  Plymouth     - 

Rachel  Williams   - 
Lizzy  Williams 
Mary  Saunders 
Horace  Beckford  - 

female  non-prsedial 
-  male  prsedial,  car. 
penter. 

female  prsedial 
female  prsedial 
female  non-prsedial 
male  prsedial 

Glasgow    - 
Old  Hope 

Glasgow    - 
-    ditto    - 
A.  Deleon 
King's  Valley    - 

80 

65    -    - 
19    6    8 
65    6    8 

6  May     - 
20  May   - 

Letitia  Johnson     - 
John  Lewis  - 
Wm.  Bernard 
Walter  Pringle     - 

female  non-prsedial 
male  prsedial 
male  prsedial 
male  non-prcedial  - 

A.  K.  Storer     - 
H.  Whitelock    • 
Longpond 
Mount  Eagle     - 

97    -    - 
3S    -    - 

^039 

91  to    - 

3  June     . 
17    -      - 
24    -      . 

Hugh  Stewart 
James  Hylton 
Eleanor  Johnson  - 
Bessey  Renton 

• 
■ 

male  non-prsedial  - 
male  non-prsedial  - 
female  prsedial 
fenude  non-prsedial 

-    ditto    - 
Meylersfield 
Retirement 
Cyasgow    - 

Total   -    •  £. 

p 

10    6    8 
56    -    - 
25    -    - 

special  Justice.                        ^ 

895    4    8 

26a  11     3 

E.D.F 

154- 

Digitizec 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


DATE 

of 
Valuation. 


NAME 

of  Ihe  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Sum  Paid. 


Sum  Unpaid. 


Parish  of  St.  Ann,  Leeward  or  Lower  Dry  Harbour  District  ; 

1836: 
23  Nov. 
10  Dec. 


17  Dec. 

1837: 
21  Jan. 


4  Feb.    . 
18    -       . 

4  March 


11     - 
18    - 

15  April 

13  May 

5  June 
10    - 


Jeannette  Burnett 

Eliza  Sivright 
Mary  Sivright 
John  Guest  - 
Charles  Brown 


17    - 

24    - 
29  July 


Richard  Steele 

Jane  Borland 
Charles  M'Donald 
George  Allen 
Julian  Fagan 

Edward  Lawrence 
John  Balnevis 
William  Burnett    - 
Thomas  Duggan   - 
James  Williams 

Richard  Johnston 
John  Lawrence     - 

Jane  Allen    - 

Mary  Samuels 
Maria  Burnas 
Charlotte  Allen     - 
Margaret  Fyfe 

James     Stevenson, 

son  of  above. 
Rebecca  Bramwell 
Maria  Wills  - 
Ann  Wills    - 
Maria  Burnett 

Thomas  Llewelly 


female  pr.  apprentice 

female  non-pr.  app. 

ditto     - 
male  pr,  apprentice 
male  non-pr.  app.  - 


-  -  male  pr.  appren- 
tice, carpenter, 
female  pr .  appren  tice 
male  pr.  apprentice 
male  non-pr.  app.  - 
female  non-pr.  app. 

male  pr.  apprentice 

ditto    - 

ditto     - 

ditto     - 
male  non-pr.  app.  - 

male  pr.  apprentice 
ditto    • 

female  pr.  apprentice 

ditto     - 

female  non-pr.  app. 

ditto     - 

ditto     - 

-  -  has  never  done 
any  work. 

female  pr.  apprentice 
female  non-pr.  app^ 

ditto     - 
female  pr,  apprentice 

male  pr.  apprentice 


Domock   - 

Home  Castle 
-    ditto    - 
Belle  Air  - 
Retreat     - 


Blemfields 

Hopewell  - 
Mmard  - 
Hopewell  - 
Retreat 

Lincoln     - 
-     ditto    - 
Domock   - 
Valley  Minor 
Penshurst 

Lindale  - 
Lincoln     - 


£.     s. 
58  13 


d. 
4 


32  10    - 
30    -    - 


25    -    - 


30    -    - 


Lindale     - 

Retreat     - 
Knapdale  - 
G.  R.  Tingle,  esq. 
--  estate  of  Mary 
Ann  Baillie. 
-     ditto     - 


Retreat     - 
Mrs.  Ann  Eraser 

ditto 
Domock    - 

Mount  Pleasant 
Total    -    -  £. 


73  -  - 
73  -  - 
46    4    5 


5    -    - 

24  10    - 
20    -    - 


45  -  - 
6  6  8 
468 


473  10     I 


£.    s.    d. 


72  10    - 


96    -  - 

25    -  - 

73  10  - 

25    -  - 


54  13  4 

37  11  8 

59    "  - 

59    -  - 

44    6  8 

15    -  - 


10    -    - 


45    -    - 
35    -    - 


Remarks, 
if  UncoQcIaded. 


651  11     8 


Stanley  Rawlinson^ 

Special  Justice. 


Parish  op  St.  Thomas-in-the-Vale,  and  Precinct  of  St.  John,  Lindas  District: 


1837  s 
10  Jan.     - 

10  Feb.    - 
15  June    - 

2  May    - 


Anne  Birmingham 

Sarah  McDonald   - 
Letitia  Brown 
Thomas  Scott 


Sarah  Moyen 

Margaret  Hill 
Thomas  Cargill 


-  -  female  prsdial 
apprentice. 

Stirling  Castle 

ditto     - 

Mount  Idalia 

prsdial  unattached 

Orangefield 

-   -    male    praedial 
attached,  carpenter 
and  millwright. 

Cliffords    . 

-  -  female  prsedial 
apprentice. 

Pleasant  Hill 

ditto     . 

ditto 

prtedial  unattached 

ditto 

TOTAJ* 


30  -  - 

31  -  - 
120  -  • 

28  -  - 

36  -  - 


245   -   - 


50   -   - 


60      -^      ^ 


110   -   - 


No  regular  fe- 
cord  has  been  kept 
kept  of  inconclu- 
sive valuations; 
but  they  would  not 
at  most  exceed 
five  in  number. 
The  irregular  at- 
tendance of  ma- 
gistrates at  Point 
Hilly  and  extent 
of  ground  inclin- 
ing the  apprentice 
to  attend  the  near^ 

est  COlBTt. 


S.  R.  RkketiSj 
Special  Justice. 
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DATE 

of 

Valuation. 


NAME. 

of  the  Apprentice. 


St.  Thomas-in-the-Vale, 
1837: 

James  Hamilton    - 
Mary  Lewis  - 
James  Walters 
CiitheriDe  Gawson 
Ann  F.  Smith. 
J.  Brooks 
Mary  Marshall     - 
Jane  Gotham 
Ann  Hall     - 
Francis  Cox  - 
James  Taylor 


Rodney  Hall  District  2 


7  Jan.    - 


13  Jan.    - 
SI  Jan.    - 

4  Feb.   - 

11  Feb.    - 

18  Feb.    . 

1  April  - 


8  April 
15  April 
82  April 


39  April 


Francis  Reynolds  - 
Jessy  Milbume     - 

Sarah  Hamilton  and 
her  twin  children, 
daughters. 

Thomas  Edberry, 
Joseph  Edberry, 
Donald  Edberry, 
brothers. 

Mary  Gordon 


Sex,  Class,  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


non-prsdial 

-  ditto 
prsedial 
non-praedial 
prsdial 

ditto  • 

ditto  - 
non-praedial 
prsedial 
non-praedial 
prsedial 

ditto  - 
non-praedial 

-  ditto 

-  ditto 


ditto 


Tullock  Estate  - 
Mickton  Pen     - 

-  ditto  -  '  - 
Rodney  Hall  - 
Tullock  Estate  - 
Mt.  Mathews    - 

ditto      - 

Rodney  Hall     • 

Lemon  Ridge    - 

Rodney  Hall     - 

St.    Thomas  •in  • 
the- Vale. 

-  ditto    - 
Airy  Mount 
Sheuton    - 

Raramont  - 


Rose  Hall 


Total 


Sum  Paid. 


£.  s.  d. 

19  -  - 

^o  -  - 

57  -  - 

16  -  - 

47  -  - 

55  -  -- 

44  -  - 

30  -  - 

44  18 

21  6 

53  6 


55  -  - 

28  6  8 

28  6  8 

42  -  - 


554    4    9 


Sum  Unpaid. 


£.    s.    d. 


22    -    - 


22    -    - 


Remar)u, 
if  Unconcluded. 


I  certify  that  the  case  of  valuation  of  Mary  Gordon  was  handed  to  Mr.  Special 
Justice,  on  his  taking  charge  of  the  district.  All  the  other  valuations  have  been 
paid  to  me,  and  by  me  to  the  estates. 

/.  Reynolds^ 

Special  Justice. 


Centre  Distkict,  St.  Ann's  : 
From  1  May  1837  to  31  July  1837 

^837  = 

ij  May  -  [  Robert  Garvey 

20  May   -     Olivia  Henry 
William  Tracy 


la  Jane  - 
24  Jifly  - 


John    Walters,    a 
boy. 

J.  Swithenbank 


non-praedial 
•    ditto 
prsedial 
ditto  - 


non-praedial 


Roaring  River  - 
Seville      - 
ditto 
Greenwich  Park 

Seville      • 
Total    -    -    £. 


154. 


30    -  - 

ao  13  4 

53    -  - 

26    6  8 


130    -    - 


17  13    4 


17  13    4 


-  -  this  valuation 
unconcluded,  but 
J.  Swithenbaink  is 
performing  his 
duty  on  the  estate 
of  Seville. 


J.  Reynolds, 

Special  Justice. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


Date 
of 

Valuation. 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


Sex,  Class  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


Name  of  the  Kstate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 


Pakish  of  St.  Catheriiie,  Lbeward  District: 


1836: 
:7  Dec. 

1837: 
528  Jan. 

11  Feb. 

11  April 

J9      - 

23 

08       - 

13  May 
17  June 
24      - 

1  July 
8      - 

12  August 

22        - 


John  Lewis 


Clementina  AuxiUy 
Lavinia  Maxfield  - 
Cecilia  Ingram 
William  Lewis 


John  Small  • 

George  Kingrose 

William  Spittal 
George  Laing 
IsabeUa  Edwards 
Robert  Ingram 
Amelia  Johnson 

Thomas  Brood 
Daniel  Francis 
Susan  Bumtsides 

Robert  Hamilton 


non-prsedial  - 


ditto  - 

ditto  - 

prsedial 

ditto  - 


ditto  -  - 
ditto  - 

ditto  - 
non-praedial 
prceoial 
non-prsedial 

ditto  - 

ditto  - 

ditto  - 

prcedial 

non-prsedial 


Hon.  John  Lunan 


Mrs.  Bolton 
Miss  Coakley 
Mrs.  Ingram 
Twickenham-park 
estate. 

J.  A.  Breaiy  of 

St.  John's. 
Geo.W.Uamilton 


Ditto 

Ditto 
Cross-pen  estate 
Two  Mile  Wood  Pen 
Orange-grove 

plantation. 
Dr.  Hawkins 

Ditto 
Taylor'sCaymanas 

estate. 
Thos.  Laud,  esq. 


Sum  Paid. 


43    -    - 


19  10    - 
17    6    8 
11  11     -| 
16-3 


Sum  Unpaid. 


£,    «.    d. 


£. 


Parish  of  St.  George's,  Coffee  Mountain  District  : 
1837: 


25  July 


William '. 
John  Stamp  • 


male,  non-prsedial, 

domestic, 
male,  non-pr8edial» 

carpenter. 


Parish  op  Trelawnt,  FaHmouth  District: 


1836: 
5  Nov. 

7  Nov. 


12  Nov. 

16  Nov. 
19      - 

21 


28  Nov. 


Elizabeth  Brown  • 
Sarah  Reid  - 

Mary  Jackson 

Eliza  Scarlett 

Rebecca  Lea 
Margaret  Hyslop  - 
James  M'Intosh    • 
Margaret  Black    • 
Margaret  Hazell  - 

Sarah  White 

Catherine  Jenkins 
George  Marcus     - 

Henry  Cooper 
Myra  - 


female,  non-pr.  app. 
ditto  ... 

female,  preedial  app. 

ditto  •        •        - 

female,non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 
male,  prsdial  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 

ditto  ... 

female,  non-prsedial 
male,  praedial  ap- 
prentice, carpenter 
male,  non-pr.  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 


Mount  Holstein 
Ditto 


Green  Park 
Ab.  Frizwell,Fal' 

mouth. 
Mrs.  Scarlett,  S< 

Marsh. 
Judith  Hine,   S. 

Marsh. 
F.James,Fa]mouth 
Green  Park      ^  - 

Ditto 
Tap  Hill    - 
Mrs.  Dr.  Hodges, 

Falmouth. 
Roulter    Brown, 

Falmouth. 
F.  L.  Lilly,  Fm« 
Orange  Valley  - 

J. Muir,  Falmouth 
W.  Dyer,Falmouth 


H  13  4 

18  13  4 

3  IS  2 

12     2  9 

21     -  - 

42  12  2 

16    6  8 


236    8    4} 


18  13 
18  13 


40    -  - 

40    -  - 

4  13  4 

17  10  - 


85  4  ^ 
74  5  - 
43  12    6 


203    2 


Remaifa, 
if  Uoooadnded. 


--Evidence  taken 

on  oath,  that  John 

Small's  labour  was 

worth  3».  4<t  per 

diem. 

-- ditto, 2,».  ui 

J)er  diem. 
itto,2o/.perann. 

-  -  Unconduded, 
local  justices  esti- 
mating the  value 
oflsabeliaEdwards' 
services  at  18 /.per 
annum,  which  te 
special  magistrate 
considered  too 
much  for  ao  infirm 
and  weakly  woman. 


William  Ramaa^, 
Special  Magistrate. 


20 
15 


35    -    - 


No  monej^.  ] 

ditto.  1 


R.  St.  John, 

Special  Justice. 


38  13 
13    6 


16  13    4 


61     2    3 

27  15    7 
22    4    € 


30    -    - 


20    -    - 


No  funds. 


ditto 
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Date 

of 

Vahiatioo* 


1836: 
10  Dec. 
12      - 

19  Dec. 
24     - 
1837: 
16  Jan. 

23     Jan, 

28  Jan. 

30  Jan. 

4  Feb. 

6  Feb. 


j3Peb. 
27  Feb. 
4  March 

11  March 

13  March 
18     - 

20  March 

25  March 

12  April 


NAME 
of  the  Apprentice. 


8  April 

10         — 

16     - 

93  AprH 
5  May 

6  May 

8  May 

23  May 
39      - 
5  June 

10     - 

36     - 

10  July 
13      - 

17  July 
34     - 

154. 


James  James 
Catherine  Williams 
Anne  Robertson    - 
Charlotte    Gordon 
Rebecca    Knowles 

Elizabeth  Davies  - 
William  Kelly       - 
Jane  Campbell 
Catherine  Marrett 
Edward    McMillan 
George  Smith 
Sarah  Page  - 
Charles  Truscott  - 
*—  Mesh6     - 
Rebecca  Hardiman 
Jane  Gardiner 

Peter  Walker 

Frances  Smillie     - 
Eliza   .        .        - 
Anne  Cameron 
Thomas  Cook 
Elizabeth  Webb    - 
Jane  Lvon    • 
Mary  Reed  - 
James  Scarlett 
Allick  Morris 

James  Holloway  - 
Sarah  Christie 
Mary  N.  Tyrrell  - 
Jane  Campbell 
Mary  N.  Steel       - 
Sarah  Dunbar 
James  Edmunds    - 
—  Bryan 
Jno.  Christie 
Kingston 

William  M'Leod    - 
Margaret  Wray     - 
Eliza  Wray  - 
Mary  Wray  -      •  • 
Mary  Cotter 
Anne  Brissett 
Sarah  M'Neish     - 
Jno.  Dallas  - 
Mary  Sammells     - 
Elizabeth  Burke   - 
Sarah  Anne  - 
Martha  Thompson 
Emily  Delisser 
Christian  Williams 
Elizabeth  Haymes 
Elizabeth  Wilson  - 
Charlotte  Fowler  - 
Fanny  Browne 
Amelia  Small 
Frances  Holmes    - 
Amelia  Barnet 
William  Henry 
Lizzy  Davis  - 
Susan  .        -        • 
Ann  Hyatt  - 
Samuel  Holland    - 
Anne  Kelly  - 
George  Forbes 
WUliam  Kelly       - 
James  Atkins 
Grace  -        .        - 
George  Scott 
Mary  Graves 


Sex,  Class  atid  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 


male,  prsedial  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 

ditto  -  -  - 
female,  praedial  app. 

ditto  -  -  - 
malcy  non-pr.  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app.^ 
female,  prsdial  app. 
male,  pra&dial  app. 
male,  non-pr.  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 
male,  non-pr.  app. 
female,  non«pr.  app. 

ditto  -        -        . 

ditto  .        -        - 

-  male,  praedial  app. 

and  hd.  carpenter 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  -        -        - 

ditto  .  -  - 
male,  non*pr.  app. 
female,  non*pr.  app. 

ditto  .        .        - 

ditto  -        - 
male,  praedial  app. 

ditto  .        -        - 

male,  non-pr.  app. 
female,  prsedial^pp. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  ... 

ditto  ... 

ditto  •        - 
male,  praedial  app. 

ditto  -  .  - 
male,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 

ditto  ... 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  -        -        - 

ditto  .-       -        - 

ditto  .  .  - 
female,  preedial  app. 

ditto  ... 
male,  non-pr.  app. 
female,  praedial  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  ... 

ditto  -  -  . 
female,  predial  app. 

ditto  .  -  - 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  -        -        - 

ditto  ... 
female,  prcedial  app. 

ditto  .  -  .► 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  - 

male,  non-pr.  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  -  -  - 
female,  praedial  app. 
male,  non-pr.  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 
male,  non-pr.  app. 

ditto  *        - 
male,  praedial  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 
male,  praedial  app. 
female,  non-pr.  app. 


Name  of  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Muster. 


Som  Paid. 


Anne,Browne,Fm" 

R.Chambers,  Lucia 

E.  A.  Clarke,  Fmo 

R.W.G.Scott,Fm* 

Hague 

Litdifield  Pen  - 
Eliz.  Earl,  Fm*»  - 
Mr8.Stewart,Fm*» 
Hague 
Green  Side 
Green  Park 
Wm.  Dyer,  Fm*> 
Armagh    - 
Orange  Valley  - 
Jno.  Vernon,  Fm* 
Mrs.  Scarlett,  St. 

Marsh. 
Green  Park 

Kent 

Cath.  Scott,  Fm« 
A.Campbell,  Fm** 
Orange  Valley  - 

M.A.Campbell,Fm« 

M,D.Carvalho,Fm« 
Epsom  Pen 
Green  Park 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Hine, 

St.  Marsh. 
Armagh    - 
Grange 
U.  T.  Todd 

Andrew  Wei  l8,Fm® 
Miss  Sioney,  Fm** 
E.  A.Clark,  Fm» 
Green  Park 
Wra.  Dyer,  Fm« 
Wm.Cardien,Fm* 
Mrs.E.GileSjFm* 
Wm.  Flash,  Fm« 
C.  Jackson,  Fm' 
Wra.  Flesh,  Fm» 
C.  Jackson,  Fm** 
Wm.  Tharp,  Fm* 
Spring 

Ginger  Valley  • 
Daniel  Browne  - 
Hague 

W.  Cardien,  Fm* 
A.Williams,  Fm* 
Pembroke 
Gravesend 
Bounty  Hall      - 
Retreat     - 
Reserve    - 
Eliza  Muir,  Fm® 
Water  Valley     - 
Green  Park 
Jas.  Muir,  Falm* 
S.  Edwards,  Fm» 
W.Miller,  Armagh 
Kent 

Sam.  Lugg,  Fm' 
Hague 
Mrs.  Wilton 

M.Thompson,  Rock 
W.1hlamilton,Fm*» 
Jos.  Harrey,  Fm* 
Hague 

Orange  Valley  - 
Green  Side 
Jos.  Hardy,  Fm* 


P3 


£•    5.  <f. 

12  13  4 

19  10  7 

ig    8  n 

33    8  11 


46  13  4 
26  -  - 
24    -    - 


so 


15    3    4 
12  10    - 


15  2  3 

10  -  - 

36  8  7 

3  11  1 

41  -  - 

12  -  - 

21  2  3 

9  3  10 


Sam  Unpaid. 


17  15  7 

10  13  4 

10  13  4 

17  15  7 

10  17  10 

39    "  - 

11  13  4 


15    -    - 


13  6  8 
H  5  - 
34*  13  4 

H    4  5 

15  11  3 

14  -  - 

14  -  - 

13    10  - 

12    5  7 

11     6  8 

15  5  7 


10  13    4 

45    -    - 
13    6    8 


£.    8.    d. 
30    -    - 


39  J3  4 

45    -  - 

10    3  - 

30    6  8 


25    -  - 

22  10  - 

20    -  - 

91  15  7 


19    8  11 

18  17  10 
14  13    4 


45  11     1 


Remarks, 
If  Unconcluded. 


no  funds  tendered. 


ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


ditto. 


19  -  - 
48  17  10 
40  -  - 
22  4  6 
22  4  6 
19  Ji  1 


'5  3  4 


11 

13 

4 

H 

13 

4 

34 

13 

4 

47 

13 

4 

18  15  - 


17 


6  8 


6  -  - 
24  6  8 


Jos.  Ramlins  Thomas^  Lieutenant  R.  N., 

■  Special  Justice. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

Date 

NAME 

Sex,  Class  nnd  Trade 

Name  of  Estate, 

Remarks. 

of 

of  the 

or  of 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

4  ^WftftllAA  A9j 

Valuation. 

of  the  Apprentice. 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

^  1 

if  Unconcluded. 

Parisi 
1837: 

[  OF  St.  Thomas-in- 

tiie-Vale,  Leeward  District: 

£.    s. 

d. 

£.    i. 

d. 

6  May    - 

Cecilia  McDonald 

female,  non-pr.  app. 

Enfield      - 

26    - 

. 

—. 

Rebecca  M*Derraott 

female,  praed.  app. 

Cotswold  - 

. 

. 

70    - 

^ 

1     One-third  not 
/deducted. 

— 

Diana  Roberts 

ditto  -         .         - 

ditto 

. 

• 

30    - 

.. 

27  May    - 

Eliza  Hickson 

female,  non-pr.  app. 

Miss  Ryan 

20    - 

. 

29    -      - 

John  Davis   « 

male,  non-pr.  app. 

Coolshade 

10    - 

_ 

30  June    - 

Bessy  Cross  - 

female,  praed.  app. 

Harker'sHall     - 

50    - 

. 

— 

Frederick  French  - 

male,  prcedial  app. 

Lemon  Ridge     - 

60    - 

. 

— 

Samuel  Clarke 

male,  prasdial  app., 
coppersmith. 

Thomas  Edbury 
&Co. 

- 

- 

80    - 

- 

.^ 

Jane  Wilson 

female,  praed.  app. 

New  Works       - 

- 

. 

40    - 

«. 

l7JulJr    - 

Maria  Cooper 

ditto  .        -         - 

Shenton     - 

50    - 

m. 

18    -       . 

John  Corner 

male,  non-pr.  app. 

Bybrook    - 

Total  -  £. 

20    - 

- 

176    - 

- 

280    - 

- 

Thomas  Thomas,  Special  Justice. 

Pa  RISE 

Es  OF  Manchester  and  St.  Andrew's: 

1836: 

14  Dec.    - 

John  Reid    - 

male,  praedial  att. 

Great  Valley     - 

54    -^ 

- 

71    - 

- 

-  -    Went  for  bis 

16    -      - 

Anne  Ewell  - 

female,  non-pr.  att. 

Enfield      - 

H  15 

— 

money,    and  dkl 

1837: 

not  return. 

26  January 

Catherine  Wright  - 

female,  praedial  att. 

Oatlands  - 

35    - 

- 

1837: 
10  April  - 

St.  Andrew's  I 

^arish: 

• 

Francis  Arnut 

male,  preedial  att. 

Mr.  Arnut,  Small 

43    6 

8 

Settlement. 

— . 

Eleanor  Brown 

female,  preedial  att. 

Temple  Hall     - 

• 

. 

56    6 

8 

.» 

Rodney  Graham  - 

male,  prsedial  att. 

Rosemount 

- 

• 

63    5 

4 

14  April   - 

Alexander  Hughes 

ditto  -        -        . 

. 

84  10 

- 

.^ 

Nancy  Graham     - 

female,  prsedial  att. 

-          -          - 

- 

• 

56    6 

8 

— 

Adam  Smith 

male,  pnedial  att. 

•          .          « 

. 

. 

63    5 

4 

2  May    - 

January  Marshall  - 

ditto  . 

Mr.  Moses 

• 

. 

35  13 

4 

_ 

Jane  Marshall 

female,  prsedial  att. 

... 

22    4 

6 

11  May    - 

Duncan   Campbell 

male,  praedial  att. 

King's  Weston  - 

. 

. 

73    - 

. 

— 

Fanny  Francis 

female,  predial  att. 

Campbell-street 

• 

65    - 

.. 

— 

Jane  Dollar  - 

ditto  -        .        - 

Golden  Spring   - 

. 

• 

^5    - 

^ 

-» 

Pamela  Horsfall    - 

ditto  -        -        - 

Joppa 

. 

• 

65    - 

«» 

' 

— 

Samuel  Jones 

male,  prandial  att. 

Mr.  George 

« 

. 

65    - 

—. 

3  June    - 

Prince  Hughes      - 

ditto  -        -        - 

Rosemount 

73    - 

. 

. 

-  -  Moved  ^r  cer- 

— 

Rosetta  East 

female,  prsedial  att. 

... 

60    - 

. 

tiorari* 

— 

William  Small      - 

male,  prsedial  att. 

O'Brien, 

Small  Settlement. 

- 

- 

72    - 

- 

— 

Charlotte  Ward     - 

female,  prsedial  att. 

Mr.  Hunt,  Small 
Settlement. 

21    - 

- 

— 

Richard  Harrint    - 

ditto  . 

Mr.Harrint,Small 
Settlement. 

- 

- 

25    - 

- 

■^^^  W  &-*%^  AAA  %#  ■-*  V* 

Total  -  £. 

417  16 

2 

77a  17 

4 

- 

Arthur  WeU 

hf  Special  Justice.^ 

Pauish 

1 
OP  Portland,  District  Port  Antonic 

)i 

1836    . 

none. 

1837: 

20  January 

M.  Thompson 
C.  Rennels   - 

female,  non-praedial 

Grange     - 

21     - 

- 

28       -     . 

ditto  -        -        - 

Golden  Vale      - 

18  13 

4 

25  March 

E.  A.  OrgiU 

female,  prsedial  app. 

StantonHarcourt 

. 

7a    - 

~ 

— 

C.  Orgill       . 

ditto  -        .        - 

ditto 

• 

. 

60    - 

— 

— . 

E.  Fletcher  - 

female,  non-praedial 

Castle  Comfort  - 

25    - 

— 

— 

E.  Oatman  - 

ditto  -        .        . 

Whidah     . 

21    6 

8 

8  April   . 

C.  Wylie      -        - 

ditto  ... 

Boston 

21     6 

8 

— 

A.  Prince     - 

ditto  .        -        .1 

Stoney  Hill 

21     6 

8 

15  July     - 

J.  Atkinson  - 

ditto  .        -        . 

Mount   Pleasant 

J5    - 

— 

— 

S.  Gerard     - 

ditto  .        i         . 

Mrs.Brackenridge 

13    6 

8 

— 

E.  Gerard    - 

ditto  -        -        - 

ditto 

Total  -  £. 

10    - 

— 

167    - 

- 

jaa    - 

- 

Hen 

ly  fVaddinglon, 

Special  Justice. 
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Date 

of 

Valoaiiun. 

NAME^ 

of  the  Apprentice. 

Sex,  Class  and  Trade 

of  the 

Apprentice. 

Name  of  Estate, 

or  of 

the  Master. 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

Remarks, 
if  Unconcluded. 

PARISi 

I  OF  St.  Mary,  Leeward  District: 

£.     *.    d. 

£.    s.    d. 

1837: 

13    Jan. 

William  Bennet    - 

prsedial,  blacksmith 

Russell  Hall      . 

. 

60  16    8 

Olivia  Jenkins 

prffidial,  field 

ditto 

21    -    - 

32    Feb. 

William  Ellis 

ditto  -        -        . 

GibralUr,Mr.  Ben. 
Hind. 

... 

60    -    - 

— 

Elizabeth  Jackson 

non-^preedial,  domestic 

Up  Park 

36  -  - 

— 

Alex.  Grossman    - 

prsedialy  pen  keeper 

Decoy  Estate    - 

37    6    8 

— 

Nelly  Hay    - 

non-prsedial,  domestic 

Endeavour,  Dom*' 
Plunckett,  trustee 

33  id    - 

5    May 

Kitty  Riely  - 

non-praedial»  wash- 
erwoman. 

Russell  HaU      - 

21  15    - 

6       - 

Charles  Gordon    - 

prsdial,   field  and 
handyman. 

Warwick  Castle 

65    -    - 

17  April 

Susan  Taylor 

praedial,  field 

Three  Hills 

- 

43    6    8 

— 

Frances  T^arp 

praedial,  mason 

ditto 

... 

54    5    - 

19    May 

James  Miller 

praedial,  handyman 

Decoy  Estate     - 
Hudclersfield      - 

50       -       - 

— 

William  Forbs       • 

praedial,  field 

• 

31  13    4 

— 

Jane  Willis  - 

ditto  -        .        ^ 

Tower  Hill 

40       -       - 

— 

John  Willson 

ditto  - 

ditto 

59     2     3 

• 

— 

Peter  Anderson     • 

ditto  ... 

Cardiff  Estate     - 

. 

14  15    5 

13    June 

Sarah  Inch   -      .  - 

non-prsedial,  domestic   Halifax  Estate   - 

18       -       - 

1    Jan. 

John  Neil    - 

praedial,  handyman 

Eppin^  Estate  - 

-    5    ^ 

30    June 

Rebecca  Gray 

non^praedial,  domestic 

Cardiff  Estate    - 

26    6    8 

H    July 

John  Taylor  - 

praedial,  handyman 

Windsor   - 

. 

57    6    3 

— 

Thomas  Fetticrow 

praedial,  mason 

Derry  Estate     - 

67    6    3 

January 

Princess  A.Williams 

praedial,  field 

Alount  Pleasant 
£. 

48    -    . 

397    9    7 

429    5    7 

; 

Henr}/  fVdsh^  Special  Justice. 

Parish  of  St.  Thomas-in-th] 

e-East,  p.  Garden  E 

jvER  District:  . 

1836: 

3    Dec. 

Margaret  Kelly    - 

female,  non-pr.  a.  - 

Duckenfield 

33    6     8 

^mm 

Thomas  Edman    - 

ditto  ... 

Mt.  Felix  - 

13     6    8 

17    Dec. 

Js.  Logan     - 

male,  prsedial  u.  - 

Cotton  Tree 

35  16     8 

23     - 

Delia  Blake  - 

female,  praedial  a*  - 

Pleasant  Hill     . 

35  16     8 

1837: 

7     Jan, 

Natty  Grant 

male,  praedial  a.   - 

Beacon  Hill       ^ 

47  15    7 

21      - 

Charlotte  Milne    - 

female,  non-pr.  a.  - 

Rock  Brook 

22    4    5 

28     - 

Robert  Scott 

male,  praedial  a.     - 

Glenmoy  - 

58    6     8 

-. 

Hugh  Aitchinson  - 

male,  praedial,  u.   • 

Tliornton  - 

58    6    8 

— 

Mary  Kelly  - 

female,  non-pr.  a.  - 

Wheelerfield      - 

21     6    8 

.1-. 

Robert  Jackson     - 

male,  pr.  a.  mason 

Green  Castle     - 

74  13    4 

4    Feb. 

Charlotte  Brown  - 

female,  praedial  a.  - 

Golden  Valley  - 

28    -    - 

18     - 

Elizabeth  Furgie   - 

female,  non-pr.  a.  - 

Golden  Grove    - 

25  13    9 

«5     - 

Elizabeth  Smith    - 

female,  non-pr.  u.  - 
female,  praedial  a.  - 

Thornton  - 

18  17  10 

«a. .- 

Leah  Harvey 

P.  Garden  River 

34    3    4 

— 

Marina  Smith 

female,  praedial  u.  • 

Thornton  • 

46  13     4 

4    Mar. 

Chs.  M'Pherson    - 

male,  praedial,  a.    • 

Golden  Valley  - 

60  14    9 

— . 

Pimelia  Burke 

female,  praedial  a.  - 

Wheelerfield      - 

45  n     1 

— 

Juliana  Dick 

ditto  ... 

Bachelors'  Hall  . 

56  18  11 

1    April 

Nelljr  Thompson   - 

female,  non-pr.  a.  - 
female,  praedial  a.  - 

Winchester 

21     6    8 

15      - 

Manna  Francis     - 

Grampian 
Wheelerfield     - 

30    6    8 

6    May 

Caroline  Williams 

ditto  .        .        - 

31   13    4 

— 

Jane  Wilson 

female,  non-pr.  a.  - 

Bath 

23    6     8 

■"~ 

William  Livingston 

male,  praedial  u.    - 

Cotton  Tree 

38    -    - 

— . 

Ann  Robinson 

female,  praedial  a.  - 

Wheelerfield      - 

27     811 

20    May 

Margaret  Dixon    - 

female,  praedial  u.  - 

Airy  Castle 
Golden  Valley   - 

42    4    6 

8    Jane 

Brown  Kennedy    - 

male,  praedial  a.     - 

54     3    4 

— 

Elizabeth  Kennedy 

female,  praedial  a.  * 

ditto 

16  12     3 

17    June 

John  Smith  - 

male,  prandial  u.     - 

Thornton  - 

50    -    - 

— 

Maria  James 

female,  prandial  a.  - 

Duckenfield 

30  16    8 

15   July 

Selina  Dick  - 

female,  praedial  u.  - 

Bacon  Hill 
Total  -    £. 

50    -    - 

1,133  12  - 

154. 


George  JViliist 

Special  Justice. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOUTION  OF 


Date  . 

NAME 

Sex,  Class  and  Trade 

Name  of  Estate, 

Remaiks, 

of 

of  the 

or  of 

Sum  Paid. 

Sum  Unpaid. 

Valuation. 

of  the  Apprentice. 

Apprentice. 

the  Master. 

if  Unconclttded 

Parish 

OF  St.  Ann,  Windward  District: 

£.    s.    d. 

£.     s.    d. 

1836: 

\ 

1 

2  Nov.    - 

Rebecca  Raid 

female,  praedial  a.  -     Bdle  Vue 

55    "    - 

/ 

... 

Mary  Hay    - 

fem.,non-pr.,domestic   Mary  Scott 

33     3    4 

9  Nov.   - 

Richard  Price 

male,  pr.,  carpenter 

Hiatt's-field 

132     4     6 

James  Wilson 

male,  praedial  u.    - 

Mount  Plenty   - 

30    •    - 

— 

James  Brown 

male,  praedial  a.     - 

Mrs.  Brown 

15    -    -- 

.. 

Isabella  Russell     - 

fem.,non-  pr.,domestic 

Belle  Vue 

18    4    6 

11  Nov.   - 

William  Roberts    - 

male,  pr.,  carpenter 

Bigg 

91     9    6 

23 

Chas.  A.  Williams 

ditto  ... 

Orange  Hall      - 

78    6    8 

Thomas  Ooulbum 

male,  praedial  a.    - 

Bachelor  Hall   - 

53  15    7 

7  Dec.   - 

Jacob  Cole    - 

ditto  -        - 

Cocoa-nut  Grove 

-        .        . 

47  15    7 

•14      - 

Sibly  R.  Byfield    - 

female,  praedial  a.  - 

Hiatt's-field 

• .      . 

52  11     2 

Jane  Wheeler 

fem*,non-pr.ydom€stic 

Retirement 

- 

8  13    4 

1837: 

4  January 

James  Jones 

ma]e,non-pr.,domestic 

Mount  Pleasant 

25    7  10 

9 

Ant.  Conningham 

fem.  ,non-pr.,dome8tic 

Thicketts  - 

31    2    3 

25 

Leander  Hall 

male>non-pr.,domestic 

Paradise  - 

25    -    - 

Robert  Stirling      - 
Princess  Amefia    - 

male,  preedial  u.    - 

Greenfield 

^7  13    4 

— . 

fem.,non-pr.,doraestic 

Bachelor  Hall   - 

17    3    4 

-~ 

William  M'Callam 

male,  praedial  a.     - 

Trafalgar  - 

9    3    4 

iiFeb^ary 

Henry  Small  wood  - 

male,  praedial  u.     - 

Greenfield 

69    8  11 

— 

M.  A.  Cunningham 

fem  .,non-pr.,domestic 

Thicketts  - 

27  15    7 

— 

Augusta  Hay 

ditto  - 

Same 

29    8  11 

4  March 

Grant  Cossley 

male,  praed.,  sawyer 

Hopewell  - 

68    6    8 

— 

Jane  Fuller  - 

female,  praedial  a.  - 

Williams6eld     - 

29  13     3 

-. 

Eleanor  Walters    - 

ditto  -        -        - 

Same       - 

• 

54  13    4 

— 

Prince  Williams    - 

male*non.pr.  .domestic 

Paradise    - 

28    6    8 

8  March 

Rebecca  Stennet  - 

fem.,non-pr.,domestic 

Newport  - 

23     3     8 

11        - 

Mich.  M'Donnough 

male,  praedial,  car- 
penter &  painter. 

Woodfield 

-        -        - 

113  19    3 

— 

Ann  Robinson 

female,non.pr.,washer 

MoQnt  Pleasant 

33    3  11 

— 

Mary  Richards 

female,  praedial  a.  - 

Eltham     - 

... 

56    9    7 

— 

James  Taylor 

male,  praedial  a.     - 

Same 

. 

56    9    7 

— 

Thomas  Taylor      - 

ditto  -        -        - 

Same 

.        .        - 

45    3    8 

— 

Emily  Waters 

fem.,non-pr.  .domestic 

Bachelor  Hall    - 

-        -        - 

27  >5    7 

32 

Robert  Forrest 

male,  praedial  a.     - 

Hiait's-field       - 

... 

71     2    3 

— 

Ellen  Games 

fera.,non-pr.,domestic 

Shaw  Park 

23      3      3 

— 

William  Davis 

male,  pr.,  carpenter 

Spicy  Hill 

• 

88  17  10 

— 

Colin  Plunckett    - 

male,  praedial  u.     - 

Newport  - 

. 

48  17  10 

1  April    - 

Mary  J.  Scarlett  -  ' 

fem.,non-pr.,domestic 

Trafalgar  - 

14    4    6 

13          - 

Sarah  Clarke 

ditto  -        -        . 

Brothers*  Retreat 

25  15  10 

' 

— 

Olivia  Games 

ditto  .        -        - 

Shaw  Park 

13  11     2 

— 

Susan  Grant 

ditto  -        .        - 

New  Hope 

25  18    4 

19  April   - 

Maria  James 

ditto  - 

Great  Pond       - 

25  11     « 

— 

Emma  Summers    - 

ditto  -        -        . 

Hiatt's-field 

• 

25  11     3 

1  May    - 

Henry  Ashmeade  - 

male,  praedial  u.    • 

Farm 

. 

43    6    8 

6 

Jane  Allen    - 

female,  praedial  a.  -' 

Shaw  Park 

.        .        - 

65    -    - 

— 

Caroline  Spencer  - 

female,  praedial  u.  - 

Rockfield 

-        .        . 

65    '    ' 

— 

Cecilia  Samuels    • 

fem.  ,non-pr.  ,domestic 

Same 

. 

11  J3    4 

— 

Mary  Cunningham 

female,  praedial  u.  - 

Same 

... 

31   13    4 

17  May    . 

Lucius  Murphy     - 

male,  pradial  u.    - 

Bigg 

. 

53    9    ^ 

31 

Robert  Francis 

male,  praedial  a.    - 

Orange  Hill 

52  15    7 

7  June    - 

William  James 

male,non-pr.,domestic 

James  Jackson  - 

15    3    8 

31 

Ann  Shaw    - 

fem.,non-pr.,doinestic 

Shaw  Park 

32      4     6 

— 

Ann  Heverin 

ditto  -        -        . 

Bread-nut  Hill  - 

... 

18  lo    4 

— 

William  Rose 

male,  praedial,  mason 

Twickenham  Park 

57  >7    - 

84  June    - 

John  Davis  - 

male,  praedial  u.    - 

Mount  Plenty    - 

59  IS    3 

— 

Rosetta  Bentley    - 

female,  praedial  u.  • 

Same 

51     I  to 

36  July    • 

JohnSftiall  - 

male,  praedial  a.    - 

Paradise   - 

. 

40    -    - 

— - 

Catherine  Lawrence 

fem.,non-pr.,domestic 

Gibraltar  - 

16  13    4 

•— 

Rebecca  Hayden  - 

female,non-pr.washer. 

Hiatt's-field       • 

20    -    - 

^" 

Charlotte  Smith    - 

female,  praedial  u.  -     Castle  Daly 

46    ^    - 

4    -    - 

Total    -    -  £. 

1,197    2    3 

1,303     1     3 

No  refusal  in  any  case  to  deduct  one-third* 


J.  PToolfrt/s,  Special  Justice. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES. 


121 


—  8. — 
WORKHOUSE  OF  ST.  ANDREW'S. 


JAMAICA. 


—  No.  36. 


(No.  144.) 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.  b., 

to  Lord  Glenelff. 


No.  36. 


My  Lord, 


King's  House,  25  July  1837. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  letter  from  the  late  custos,  Mr.  Mais,  ftf  Kiogg^^^ 
St.  Andrew's,  transmitting  proceedings  of  inquiry  into  certain  transactions  in  ^^^J^s?.  ^^^ 
the  house   of  correction   of  that  parish;   one  affecting  the   death  of  Letitia  ~     — - 

Johnston,  supposed  to  have  died  from  ill-treatment  in  that  institution,  and 
another  representing  abuses  carried  on  by  the  supervisor,  who,  as  well  as  his 
assistants,  have  all  been  dismissed,  and  I  hope  for  a  better  system  in  future. 

These  papers  were  all  referred  to  the  Attorney-general ;  but  I  have  received 
no  answer,  and  can  wait  no  longer,  lest  the  circumstances  should  reach  your 
Lordship  from  some  other  quarter. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  36. 

Sir,  Kingston,  20  June  1837. 

In  conformity  with  the  directions  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  magistrates  of  St. 
Andrew's  have  inquired  into  the  case  of  Letitia  Johnston,  and  also  into  the  several  abuses  said 
to  exist  in  the  house  of  correction.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  examinations  taken  thereon, 
and  the  decision  of  the  magistrates.  I  return  you  the  documents  forwarded  with  your 
despatch. 

I  be^  to  add,  that  instructions  have  been  given  to  carry  into  effect  the  suggestions  con- 
tained m  your  circulars,  Nos.  784  and  818,  of  the  13th  and  16th  May. 

I  have,  &c. 
C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)        John  Mais. 


Enclosure  Xf 
in  No.  3^^. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  36. 

Jamaica  Ss. — At  a  Meeting  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Andrew,  held  at  the 
Court  House,  Halfway  Tree,  this  26th  day  of  May  1837»  pursuant  to  notice,  to  inquire 
into  several  Abuses  said  to  exist  in  the  House  of  Correction. 

Present : — Alexander  Forbes,  Robert  Smith,  Hinton  East,  James  Wiles,  William  Robertson, 
Jasper  F.  Cargill,  and  Stephen  Bourne,  esqrs.,  and  Mr.  Special  Justice  Daly. 

In  a  matter  of  Inquiry  into  the  Case  of  Alexander  Sinclair  for  certain  unlawful  Punish- 
ments, &c. 

Alexander  Sinclair,  sworn. — Complaint  against  Nelson: — States  that  the  first  day  he 
came  into  the  house  of  correction  Nelson  chained  him  to  a  little  boy  j  ordered  them  to  take 
brooms  and  sweep  the  yard ;  said  they  were  not  going  fast  enough ;  took  the  cat  and  hit  him 
and  the  little  boy  six  licks  each  on  their  bare  backs. 

Nelson,  having  been  called  on  for  his  defence,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  admits  that  he  gave 
Alexander  Sinclair  six  licks,  but  not  on  his  bare  back ;  he  was  sulky,  and  grumbling,  which 
induced  him  to  give  him  six  licks.  A  general  order  was  given  by  Mr.  Liddell  not  to  go 
beyond  sick  licks  in  or  out  of  the  house  of  correction. 
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Complaint  against  Neptune. 

Alexander  Sinclair,  in  continuation : — ^The  second  day  went  to  Chancery  Hall  to  dig  cane- 
holes  ;  Neptune  told  him  that  he  did  not  dig  the  bank  nght ;  told  Neptune  he  was  not  accus- 

tomed  to  diff  cane-holes,  as  he  belonged  to  a  coffee  plantation ;  Neptune  said,  "  

• ,  rll  have  no  fun  with  you ;  I'll  flog  you  to  hell,  for  so  long  as  you  come  from  the 

same  place  as  Agnes  Davis,  who  had  been  the  means  of  having  another  driver  punished, 
ril  have  no  fun  with  you ;"  and  immediately  called  Smith,  who,  by  his  orders,  gave  him  12 
licks.  The  same  evening,  after  he  returned  from  the  workhouse,  asked  Neptune  to  let  him 
take  his  blanket,  and  he  gave  him  two  severe  blows  on  the  back  with  his  fist.  The  second 
Sunday  they  went  down  to  Hunt's  Bay  to  wash ;  came  into  the  tread-mill  yard,  and  asked 
deponent  what  noise  he  was  making,  and  immediately  gave  him  two  severe  licks  on  his 
stomach;  the  blows  were  so  severe  that  he  went  into  the  hospital  immediately  after  he  left  the 
house  of  correction,  and  was  there  a  whole  week.  While  he  was  at  Chancery  Hall,  had  a 
severe  pain  in  his  bowels,  and  Neptune  said  he  was  not  sick,  but  did  not  want  to  work. 
Mr.  Pringle  made  Neptune  chain  him  to  a  tree  till  breakfast-time,  and  then  sent  him  home. 
Mr.  Palmes,  the  overseer,  said  he  was  not  sick,  and  put  him  to  other  work  in  the  yard,  draw- 
ii^  a  cart  to  carry  rubbish. 


*Both  of  these  ma- 
gistrates were  dis- 
missed in  March 
1837. 


Neptune,  having  been  here  called  upon  for  his  defence,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that 
Alexander  Sinclair  did  not  do  his  work  as  he  ought  to  do,  and  he  would  not  pumsh  him,  for 
fear  it  shotlld  be  considered  spiteful,  but  ordered  Smith  to  lick  him ;  told  him  to  give  him  a 
dozen ;  denies  that  he  struck  him  two  blows  on  the  back,  but  merely  pushed  him  to  go  in 
with  the  others,  as  he  was  sulky,  and  would  not  move.  Denies  also  that  he  gave  two  blows 
cm  the  stomach,  but  states  that  Alexander  Sinclair  was  making  so  much  noise  in  the  tread- 
mill-yard, that  he  collared  him,  and  was  conveying  him  to  the  stocks,  but  he  begged  him  not 
to  do  it,  and  he  let  him  go.  Admits  that  Alexander  Sinclair  complained  at  Ch^cery  Hall, 
and  that  he  did  chain  him  to  a  shady  tree  till  breakfast-time,  and  then  sent  him  home. 

Mr.  Justice  Cargill  here  asked  if  it  was  customary  to  chain  them  to  a  tree. — States  there 
was  no  person  to  watch  him ;  he  was  chained  to  a  tree  for  security,  and  to  admit  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  he  was  chained  going  on  with  his  work. 

Alexander  Sinclair  having  here  stated  that  Neptune  gave  hfin  12  licks  more  about  an  hour 
after  Smith  flogged  him ;  denies  most  positively,  and  says  he  never  licked  him. 

Thomas  Hawes  sworn : — States  that  Neptune  ordered  Smith  to  give  Alexander  Sinclair 
two  licks,  which  he  did  on  his  shirt,  but  Neptune  never  flogged  him. 

Smith  sworn  : — States  that  he  went  for  water  about  two  hours  after  he  fledged  Alexander 
Sinclair,  and  when  he  returned  found  him  singing  and  digging  cane-holes  withthe  rest  of  the 
gang ;  gave  him  only  six  licks. 

William  Liddell,  supervisor,  sworn : — States  that,  by  the  directions  of  the  former  special 
magistrates  (Messrs.  Lloyd  and  Brownson*),  the  drivers  had  been  permitted  to  give  the  pri- 
soners, when  they  neglected  their  work,  from  one  to  six  Ucks  during  the  day,  and,  if  they 
did  not  then  attend  to  it,  to  lock  them  up  and  report  their  conduct  to  such  special 
magistrates. 

Mr.  Daly  being  here  asked,  as  a  special  magistrate,  if  he  knew  any  instance  in  which  this 
power  had  been  delegated  to  a  driver  by  a  special  justice,  replied  that  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  power  having  ever  been  given,  or  that  it  had  ever  been  applied  for,  to  a  special  justice; 
but  gave  as  his  opinion,  that,  when  once  a  prisoner  was  committed  to  the  house  of  correction, 
they  were  subject  to  the  control  of  the  local  magistrates  only. 

The  rest  of  the  magistrates  all  coincided  in  this  opinion,  that  prisoners  in  the  house  of  cor- 
rection were  under  the  control  of  the  local  magistrates  only,  and  subject  to  the  regulations  of 
the  houses  of  correction,  in  conformity  with  the  Act  for  regulating  gaols  and  houses  of 
correction,  to  which  they  take  leave  to  refer,  but  more  particularly  to  the  13th  and  24th 
clauses. 

Mr.  Liddell  here  stated  that  no  person  had  been  laid  down  and  flogged,  but  standing  up, 
and  that  over  their  shirts. 

There  bein^  no  ftirther  evidence  adduced  at  this  stage  of  the  business,  the  magistrates 
came  to  the  following  resolution :  that  Alexander  Sinclair  has  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  magistrates  that  he  received  on  one  occasion  six  lashes,  and  in  another  12  lashes  ;  and 
that  it  appears  by  the  evidence  of  the  supervisor  that  punishment  to  the  extent  of  six  lashes 
had  been  previously  authorized  by  Special  Justices  Lloyd  and  Brownson.  The  remainder  of 
Alexander  Sinclair's  chaises,  as  relates  to  himself,  are  not  considered  as  proven,  inasmuch  as 
they  have  been  contradicted  on  oath,  and  the  said  Alexander  Sinclair  has  not  supported  the 
same  by  other  evidence.  The  magistrates  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  illegal  to  delegate  to 
the  drivers  the  power  of  inflicting  corporal  punishment,  and  therefore  order  it  to  be  dis- 
continued. 

To 
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To  thig  Mr.  Bourne  dissented,  and  added  that  he  considered  Alexander  Sinclair's  case  Mly        JAMAICA, 
made  ont ;  but,  inasmuch  as  there  were  other  witnesses  who  were  not  present,  he  had  fieulea  ' 

in  proving  all. 

The  magistrates  then  adjourned  till  the  1st  of  June,  and  all  witnesses  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned for  that  day. 


Jamaica  Ss.— At  an  adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Magistrates  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Andrew, 
from  Thursday  the  25th  day  of  May,  held  rft  the  Court  House,  Halfivay  Tree,  this  Ist 
June  1837,  pursuant  to  notice. 

Present: — Alexander  Forbes,  James  Wiles,  Robert  Smith,  William  Robertson,  Hinton 
East,  Robert  Chisholm,  Jasper  F.  Cargill,  Diedrick  Cooper,  Charles  M.  Jopp,  and  Stephen 
Bourne,  esqrs.,  and  Mr.  Special  Justice  Daly. 

BsAA  tba  Governor's  despatch  and  affidavit  of  Alexander  Sinclair,  as  well  as  the  exami- 
nation of  the  said  Alexander  Sinclair  and  others  at  the  last  meeting. 

An  affidavit  of  George  Harris,  overseer  on  Pleasant  Hill,  was  here  presented  by  Mr. 
Bourne,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Bourne  proposed  that  the  affidavit  should  be  received  and  entered  on  the  minutes, 
which  was  not  seconded. 

The  magistrates  being  of  opinion  that  it  was  frivolous  and  not  at  all  to  the  purpose,  the 
same  was  rejected  and  returned  to  Mr.  Bourne. 

John  Clarke,  a  constable  on  Pleasant  Hill,  sworn : — States  that  his  brother,  Alex.  Shiclair, 
came  home  from  the  house  of  correction  on  Tuesday  evening ;  complained  on  Wednesday, 
and  the  overseer  gave  him  medicine,  but  ordered  him  out  to  work  on  Thursday ;  did  not  go 
to  work  ;  did  not  see  him  the  night  he  came  up  ;  Alexander  Sinclair  did  not  go  to  work  m 
the  field  till  Monday,  but  was  not  in  the  hospital  on  Friday,  Saturday,  or  Sunday.  Alex- 
ander Sinclair  asked  on  Thursday  to  be  bled,  and  the  overseer  sent  him  to  Mr.  M^Fie  for 
that  purpose.  States  that,  when  prisoners  return  from  the  house  of  correction,  thev  invari- 
ably ask  for  a  dose  of  salts  to  purge  off  the  effects  of  the  food  given  them  in  the  house  of 
correction.  It  has  been  an  ancient  practice.  The  rest  of  his  evidence  has  gone  only  to 
state  what  complainant  told  him. 

Being  here  asked  what  Alexander  Sinclair  was  doing  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday, 
states  that  he  had  told  him  that  he  had  been  to  his  ground  and  found  everything  knodied 
to  pieces ;  knows  that  he  did  go  to  his  ground,  and  worked  there  on  these  days. 

Richard  Henry,  an  apprentice  to  Chester  Vale,  sworn : — States  that  Alexander  Sinclair  was 
twice  licked  at  Chancery  Hall ;  once  by  Neptune,  and  once  by  Smith ;  only  got  six  lick« 
each  time ;  never  heard  Alexander  Sinclair  say  that  he  was  not  accustomed  to  dig  cane- 
holes  ;  the  drivers  made  no  distinction  ;  they  flogged  the  whole  gang  in  the  same  way ;  did 
not  see  the  driver  beat  anybody  on  their  return  from  Hunt's  Bay ;  nor  did  he  hear  any  one 
complain  of  the  driver  having  thumped  them. 

Alexander  Sinclair  here  admitted  that  he  had  on  one  of  the  institution  shirts. 

The  driver  did  not  flog  them  on  the  bare  back,  but  on  the  shirt ;  the  shirt  Alexander 
Sinclair  had  on  was  not  a  good  shirt.  The  little  boy  that  was  chained  to  Alexander  Sinclair 
was  flogged  like  the  rest;  but  denies  that  he  was  laid  down  and  flogged  with  10  licks  on  the 
bare  back  and  rump,  as  stated  in  the  affidavit  of  Alexander  Sinclair. 

William  Smith,  an  apprentice  to  Dallas  Castle,  but  now  removed  to  Taylor's  Caymanas,. 
sworn  : — States  that  he  was  removed  with  his  own  consent.  Has  connexions  on  Taylor's 
Caymanas ;  was  in  the  St  Andrew's  house  of  correction  for  a  month ;  was  chained  to  Alex- 
ander Smclair.  Neptune  employed  Smith  to  floe  Alexander  Sinclair  twice ;  after  that,  laid 
deponent  down  ana  flogged  him;  did  not  flog  him  bad  ;  gave  him  two  or  three  licks ;  this 
was  on  the  field  at  Chancery  Hall ;  flogged  most  on  the  field  -,  did  not  pick  and  choose,  but 
flogged  them  generally ;  was  chained  to  Alexander  Sinclair ;  he  was  not  flogged  the  first 
day  he  came  into  the  yard  ;  the  second  day  he  went  to  the  field ;  once  Neptune  flogged 
him,  and  then  sent  Smith  to  flog  him ;  flogged  him  twiqe ;  did  not  hear  Neptune  say  any- 
thing about  Agnes  Davis  ;  Neptune  doubled  his  fist  and  thumped  Alexander  Sinclair  on  the 
back,  on  the  Sunday  after  coming  from  Hunt's  Bay ;  it  was  in  the  mill-yard  ;  was  chained 
to  Alexander  Sinclair  at  this  time  ;  was  sometimes  chained  to  the  old  man ;  Neptune  said 
Alexander  Sinclair  was  making  a  noise,  but  it  was  not  him,  and  struck  him  two  blows  on 
the  back  ;  Alexander  Sinclair  never  said  he  struck  on  the  stomach ;  he  said  he  was  going  to 
make  a  complaint  when  he  came  out;  said,  when  he  came  out,  he  would  make  Mr.  Bourne 
acquainted  with  it.  The  gang  were  singing,  and  Alexander  Sinclair  was  singing  also ;  did 
not  tell  any  particular  person  that  he  was  going  to  complain,  but  spoke  it  generally ;  com- 
plained once  that  his  bellv  hurt  him,  was  sent  home  and  kept  in  the  yard ;  did  not  see  him 
chained  to  a  tree ;  never  heard  that  he,  deponent,  would  be  required  to  give  evidence  before 
to-day,  nor  has  he  seen  Alexander  Sinclair  since,  until  he  came  into  court. 
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JAMAICA.  The  complaint  of  Alexander  Sinclair  having  been  fully  heard^  the  magistrates  came  to  the 

■  following  resolutions ;  viz. 

The  magistrates  beg  to  observe,  that,  having  allowed  complainant  a  week  to  procure 
evidence,  they  consider  that  what  he  now  produces  is  the  best  he  can  find.  The  new  evidence 
is,  in  their  opinion,  inconclusive,  as  it  only  shows  that  Alexander  Sinclair  made  certain 
statements  on  the  property,  the  truth  of  which  remains  as  uncertain  as  it  was  before ;  and, 
indeed,  it  disproves  that  part  of  the  evidence  of  the  complainant  which  relates  to  his  confine- 
ment in  the  hospital  for  a  whole  week. 

0 

To  the  Keeper  of  the  House  of  Correction,  St.  Andrew's. 

Receive  into  your  custody  the  body  of  Alick  Sinclair,  an  apprentice-labourer  to  Pleasant 
Hill  plantation,  this  day,  convicted  on  the  oaths  of  John  Clarke  and  George  Harris  on 
chaises  of  insolence  and  insubordination,  abusing  the  constable,  and  breaking  out  of  the 
\        lock-up-house,  and  hereby  sentenced  to  10  days'  hard  labour  in  the  house  of  correction. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  30th  March  1837. 

C.  Hamilton,  S.J. 


In  a  matter  of  Complaint  respecting  lU-Usage  to  Cecilia,  the  Property  of  Wm.  Robertson,  Esq. 

Leiuis  Campbell,  an  apprentice  to  Joseph  Kerr,  sworn : — States,  knows  Cecilia.  Deponent 
was  in  the  lock-up-room  for  trial ;  was  taken  out  to  assist  in  strapping  on  Cecilia  on  the 
tread-mill ;  was  called  several  times  to  assist  in  strapping  her  on ;  Mr.  Palmes  and  the  drivers 
were  present ;  Colonel  Robertson  was  not  there ;  Cecilia  would  not  go  on  the  mill ;  she  was 
sulky ;  did  not  observe  that  she  was  sick. 

Mr.  Robertson  here  admitted,  that,  as  a  magistrate,  he  attended  at  the  house  of  correction, 
and  found  that  Cecilia,  who  had  been  committed  by  Mr.  Justice  Daly  to  the  house  of  cor- 
rection for  14  days,  was  not  undergoing  her  punishment,  and  ordered  her  to  be  strapped  on 
the  mill,  as  she  refnsed  to  go  on  it ;  but  denies  that  he  ever  made  use  of  the  expressions 
attributed  to  him.  The  woman  was  a  bad  character;  had  been  absent  fix)m  him  seven 
months ;  was  formerly  a  convict  in  the  St.  Andrew  workhouse,  and  purchased  by  Mr.  Sil- 
vera,  firom  whom,  at  her  request,  he  purchased  her.  Could  not  now  produce  her,  as  she  had 
been  runaway  ever  since. 

William  Liddell  sworn : — Was  present  when  Cecilia  was  undergoing  her  punishment,  every 
second  day;  she  was  strapped  on  the  mill.  Mr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Brownson,  special  justices, 
authorized,  him  to  strap  prisoners  on  the  wheel  when  they  refused  to  do  it  willingly.  In 
obedience  to  these  instructions  he  made  it  an  invariable  rule  to  adopt  this  measure.  Cecilia 
was  a  bad  character,  very  sulky ;  never  complained  of  being  unwell,  or  in  a  state  to  prevent 
her  from  going  through  the  labour  of  it. 

Mr.  Bourne  here  asked  the  vritness  if  he  recollected  his  calling  at  the  house  of  correctioD, 
and  observing  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  illegal  to  strap  them  on  the  wheel. 

Admitted,  and  said  it  had  been  ordered  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  but  discontinued,  until  renewed  by 
Mr.  Brownson.  Mr.  Robertson  was  present  on  various  occasions  when  Cecilia  was  strapped 
on  the  wheel,  but  never  heard  him  make  use  of  such  language  as  attributed  to  him  in  the 
affidavit  of  Alexander  Sinclair.  Mr.  Robeilson  has  on  many  occasions  given  the  prisoners 
money  and  nourishment.  Never  observed  that  Cecilia's  breasts,  or  any  part  of  her  body, 
were  bruised;  nor  did  she  complain  of  it,  or  in  any  other  way,  except  in  general  terms  of 
her  not  being  able  to  go  on  the  wheel. 

No  decision. 


In  the  Case  of  McLean,  alias  Yacca-man. 


William  Liddell  sworn: — Did  not  order  the  man,  called  Yacca-man,  to  be  sent  out  to 
work ;  he  was  a  sickly  man,  and  to  his  knowledge  never  was  out  of  the  yard  ;  particularly 
as  he  had  been  committed  by  a  local  magistrate.  To  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  between  the 
24ih  March  and  15th  April,  the  man  IVrLean,  alias  the  Yacca-man,  never  was  sent  out  to 
work.    Never  saw  a  cut  on  his  head. 

Neptune  sworn : — Remembers  McLean,  alias  the  Yacca-man,  was  in  the  workhouse  the 
same  time  as  Alexander  Sinclair ;  he  never  was  sent  out,  except  two  or  three  times  to  cany 
breakfasts.  Never  saw  Mr.  Pringle  beat  him.  Did  not  take  the  cat  out  of  deponent's 
hand  to  beat  him ;  did  not  take  the  cat  to  beat  any  other  person ;  Mr.  Pringle   could 
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not  have  taken  the  cat  to  beat  any  person  without  his  knowledge.    Yacca  was  a  poor        JAMAICA, 
weakly  man^  and  never  had  a  hoe  put  in  his  hand  while  in  the  house  of  correction.  —_—...-. 

Thomas  William  Gordon,  a  convict,  sworn : — States  that  the  man  named  McLean,  alia$ 
flie  Yacca-man,  was  chained  to  a  little  boy  belonging  to  some  person  in  Kingston,  and  was 
at  work  at  Chancery  Hall.  Was  there  the  same  time  Alexander  Sinclair  was  in  the  house 
of  correction ;  he  was  an  old  man  and  sickly.  Mr.  Pringle  ordered  Neptune  to  give  him 
six  licks ;  did  not  lay  him  down ;  flogged  him  standing  up.  The  old  man  said  he  was  not 
able  to  dig  cane-holes,  and  Mr.  Pringle  ordered  him  to  cut  cane-tops.  Mr.  Pringle  did  not 
strike  him  or  flog  him.  Saw  no  marks  of  blows  on  the  head.  He  slept  next  to  witness  in 
the  same  room,  and  if  he  had  been  beaten  must  have  known  it.  The  old  man  complained 
only  of  his  bowels.  Did  not  see  his  head  smashed ;  if  it  had  been  so  he  must  have*  known  it. 
M'Lean,  alias  Yacca-man^  was  at  work  for  a  week  or  10  days. 

Alexander  Sinclair  having,  in  addition  to  his  affidavit,  stated  to  the  court  that  Mr.  Palmes 
had  dragged  the  Yacca-man  into  the  room,  and  thrown  him  down  on  his  face  and  injured 
him,  deponent  states  that  he  never  saw  anything  of  the  kind,  and  that  had  it  occurred  he  must 
of  necessity  have  known  it. 

Richard  Henry  sworn: — Asked  if  he  saw  Pringle  beat  M'Lean,  alias  Yacca-man,  to 
which  he  replied.  No,  never  saw  Mr.  Pringle  flog  him  or  any  other  person.  He  was  in 
the  field  at  Chancery  Hall  at  work ;  Yacca  was  chained  to  a  little  boy;  dug  cane-holes,  but, 
finding  he  could  not  keep  up  with  the  others,  was  put  to  light  work  ;  worked  for  sometime, 
hut  afterwards  brought  breakfast  to  the  field. 

Mr.  Palmes,  overseer  in  the  workhouse,  sworn: — Remembers  M'Lean,  alias  the  Yacca- 
man  ;  did  not  go  out  to  work,  nor  put  on  the  tread-mill ;  sometimes  carried  out  breakfast ;  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  he  never  carried  a  hoe  in  the  field.  Was  sentenced  by  the  local 
magistrates.  Was  a  poor  sickly  man,  and  constantly  begging  to  get  away.  Yacca-man 
never  was  troublesome.  Sometimes  Mr.  Liddell  and  sometimes  deponent  turned  out  the 
people  to  work.  Never  turned  him  out  to  work.  Yacca-man  was  not  chained  to  any  other 
.person  when  about  the  yard  ;  but  when  he  went  with  breakfiist  he  was  chained  to  others  to 
prevent  his  escaping. 

Mr.  Prinsle,  assistant,  sworn : — Knows  Yacca-man ;  he  was  a  little  old  man ;  never 
saw  him  work  in  the  field  ;  sometimes  took  out  breakfast ;  never  saw  him  cut  cane-tops  or 
grass.  Does  not  recollect  that  he  ever  did  anything  else  than  carrying  out  the  breakfast. 
Does  not  recollect  that  he  was  ever  chained  to  another  person. 

IVilliam  Smith,  an  apprentice  to  Dallas  Castle,  sworn : — Knows  the  Yacca-man ;  he  was 
a  little  old  man ;  saw  Neptune  flog  him  all  about  the  head  in  the  yard ;  flogged  him  with  the 
cord  and  not  with  the  stick.  Sometimes  Yacca-man  worked  in  the  field ;  dug  cane-holes ; 
sometimes  brought  breakfast ;  was  in  the  workhouse  before  Yacca-man  came  in ;  he  was 
strapped  on  the  mill ;  the  old  man  was  not  able  to  dance  the  mill,  and  they  put  him  in  the 
dark-hole.  After  he  came  out  of  the  dark-hole  was  sent  to  the  field ;  Yacca-man  was 
chained  to  a  boy  named  William ;  does  not  know  to  whom  he  belongs  ;  was  digging  cane- 
hoies  at  Chancery  Hall;  when  he  was  not  able  to  dig  cane-holes,  made  him  cut  bush;  cut 
it  every  day.  Old  PhilHp  generally  brought  breakfast;  sometimes  Phillip  came  alone, 
sometimes  with  a  little  boy ;  previous  to  going  out  to  the  field  he  used  to  carry  out  breakfast ; 
when  Yacca  worked  in  the  field  he  did  not  carry  out  breakfast ;  saw  Mr.  Pringle  flog  Yacca- 
man,  but  never  saw  him  beat  him  with  the  cat-stick  ;  took  the  cat  out  of  driver's  hand  to 
flog  him.  Mr.  Pringle  flogged  Yacca-man  till  he  fell  down,  and  then  flogged  him  till  he 
got  up  again ;  Yacca-man  and  the  boy  William  were  laid  down  and  flogged. 

Final  Decision : — The  magistrates  are  of  opinion  that  a  sufficient  mass  of  evidence  has 
been  adduced  to  establish  the  fact  of  various  abuses  having  existed  in  the  house  of  cor- 
rection, and  of  the  orders  of  the  magistrates,  both  special  and  local,  having  been  disregarded, 
they  have  therefore  unanimously  resolved  upon  the  dismissal  of  the  present  supervisor  and 
his  assistants,  and  strict  enforcement  of  the  existing  regulations,  thereby  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  such  abuses. 

With  respect  to  what  has  been  adduced  respecting  Messrs.  Lloyd  and  Brownson,  the 
magistrates  have  to  remark  that  it  rests  on  the  sole  assertion  of  the  supervisor,  Mr.  Liddell, 
which  they  do  not  consider  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of  those  gentlemen,  to  fix  the  charge. 

(signed)        Alex,  Forbes, 
Chairman  of  the  Workhouse  Committee. 
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Enclosure  3,  in  No.  36. 

Enclosure  3,       Jamaica  Ss.— At  a  Meeting  of  the    Magistrates  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Andrew,  held 
in  iNo.  30.  ^^  ^jj^  Court  House,  Halfway  Tree,  this  26th  day  of  May,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  inquire 

into  several  Abuses  said  to  exist  in  the  House  of  Correction. 

Present: — Alexander  Forbes,  Robert  Smith,  James  Wiles,  Hinton  East,  William  Robertson, 
Jasper  F.  Cargill,  and  Stephen  Bourne,  esqrs.,  and  Mr.  Special  Justice  Daly. 

Read  the  Governor's  despatch  and  the  affidavit  of  Alexander  Sinclair,  as  well  as  the 
inquisition,  &c. 

In  a  matter  of  Inquiry  into  the  Case  of  Letitia  Johnston,  who  died  shortly  after  her 

discharge  from  the  House  of  Correction. 

William  Liddell,  supervisor  of  the  house  of  correction,  sworn ; — Produced  the  conmiitment 
of  Letitia  Johnston ;  it  is  dated  12th  April  1837.  Recollects  Letitia  Johnston  having  been 
brought  into  the  house  of  correction  ;  deceased  was  visited  by  the  doctor  of  the  institution 
on  the  15th,  but  her  name  is  not  entered  on  the  hospital  book ;  did  not  consider  the  woman 
required  medicine.  The  deceased  had  no  punishment  whatever  inflicted,  nor  was  she 
ever  sent  out  to  work  ;  she  was  in  a  weakly  state,  but  never  came  up  to  the  medical  man  but 
on  the  one  occasion. 

It  being  considered  necessary  to  have  further  testimony,  and  Mr.  Palmes  being  ill  in 
bed,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Cargill  and  Daly,  went  to  the  house  of  correction  to 
examine  him,  and  returned  with  the  following  affidavit ;  viz. — Vide  Affidavit. 

Mr.  Liddell  denied  that  she  had  been  on  tne  tread-mill  or  worked  in  the  penal  gang. 

Robert  Pringle  sworn : — ^Knew  Letitia  Johnston ;  does  not  remember  the  day  she  came 
in,  but  saw  her  in  the  evening  of  that  day.  The  deceased  went  out  to  work  one  da^  in  the 
nenal  gan^  on  the  road  below  Waterhouse;  the  gang  is  regulated  in  the  evening  by 
Mr.  Liddefl ;  the  day  she  went  out  to  work  was  the  day  previous  to  her  discharge ;  never 
knew  her  to  be  put  on  the  tread-mill ;  is  generally  out  with  the  gang  and  knows  little  of 
what  is  going  on  m  the  yard.  The  deceased  complained  of  her  legs ;  never  worked  more 
than  one  day ;  went  out  looking  better  than  when  she  came  in ;  Dr.  Thompson  said  that 
the  woman  was  always  in  that  general  state  of  health.  It  has  sometimes  happened  that 
people  have  been  sent  out  to  work  by  mistake,  but  Mr.  Liddell  has  sent  out  and  brought 
them  home. 

James  Martin,  an  apprentice  to  Miss  Asher,  sworn : — Remembers  Letitia  Johnston ;  heard 
she  died  after  leaving  the  workhouse ;  came  into  the  workhouse  about  eight  o'clock  at  night ; 
she  was  poorly  when  she  came  in ;  was  on  the  mill  two  spells  in  one  day,  and  was  one  day 
in  the  penal  ^ang ;  does  not  recollect  the  days,  but  thinks  that  after  she  had  been  out  with 
gang;  was  three  days  in  the  workhouse  before  she  was  discharged.  Mr.  Liddell  ordered 
that  she  was  not  to  he  worked ;  this  was  two  or  three  days  afl«r  she  had  been  in  the  work- 
house ;  never  heard  that  Mr.  Liddell  had  ordered  her  oflF  the  mill.  Mr.  Liddell  read  the 
commitment  to  deponent,  and  told  him  she  was  not  for  labour  till  the  doctor  saw  her. 
Mr.  Liddell  has  often  blamed  deponent  for  sending  out  people  to  work  contrary  to  orders, 
and  has  sent  to  bring  them  back. 

It  having  appeared  to  the  magistrates  that  more  material  witnesses  might  be  obtained, 
they  accordingly  agreed  to  adjourn  over  till  the  1st  June  following,  and  in  the  meantime 
ordered  summonses  to  be  prepared  for  such  parties  as  should  be  notified  as  being  able  to 
afford  any  further  information. 


Jamaica  Ss. — Mr.  Liddell,  Halfway  Tree  House  of  Correction. 

Receive  into  your  custody  Letitia  Johnston,  apprentice  on  Content,  and  keep  her  to  such 
hard  labour  as  the  medical  gentleman  attending  the  prison  thinks  her  fit  to  perform,  for 
14  days,  she  having  been  convicted  before  me,  on  the  oaths  of  Mr.  Aaron  Smith  and 
Alexander  Davison,  with  having  been  absent  from  Content  for  18  days. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  12th  day  of  April  1837. 

(signed)        Stephen  Bourne,  (l.  s.) 


House  of  Correction,  St.  Andrew's,  25  May  1837. 

JVilUam  Palmes  sworn  : — States  that  Letitia  Johnston  was  brought  to  the  workhouse  some 
time  in  April,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  day ;  Mr.  Liddell  saw  the  commitment ;  she  was 
put  on  the  tread-wheel  that  evening ;  the  following  day  she  was  sent  to  the  penal  gang, 
and  the  day  after  she  was  put  on  the  tread-wheel  again,  and  on  Mr.  Liddell  commg  in  about 
four  o'cloct,  and  on  seeing  her,  ordered  her  off.  1  he  doctor  saw  her  about  two  days  after ; 
she  then  remained  about  the  yard  until  dismissed.     She  was  not  worse  on  leaving  the 
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institution  than  when  she  came  in;  did  not  read  the  commitment;  was  not  aware  that  an    -    JAMAICA, 
order  had  been  given  not  to  place  her  to  hard  labour  until  seen  by  the  doctor.  — — 

Mr.  Liddell  said  she  was  for  penal  gang  and  tread-wheel ;  Mr.  Liddell  saw  her  on  the 
tread-wheel  and  ordered  her  oflF;  is  certain  of  it. 

(signed)         Wm.  Palmes. 

Sworn  before  us,  this  26th  May  1837, 

(signed)        JR.  Daly,  S,  J. 

Jasper  F.  CargilL 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  36. 


Jamaica  Se. — At  an  adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Andrew, 
firom  Thursday  the  26th  day  of  May,  held  at  the  Court  House  this  1st  day  of  June  1837, 
pursuant  to  notice. 

Present : — Alexander  Forbes,  James  Wiles,  Robert  Smith,  William  Robertson^  Hinton 
East,  Robert  Chisholm,  Jasper  F.  Cargill,  Diedrick  Cooper,  Charles  M.  Jopp,  and  Stephen 
Bourne,  esqrs.,  and  Mr.  Special  Justice  Daly, 

Read  the  Govemor^s  despatch  and  affidavit  of  Alexander  Sinclair,  as  well  as  the  examina- 
tion of  the  said  Alexander  Sinclair  and  others  at  the  last  meeting. 

William  Robinson  Hamilton,  to  Enfield,  sworn : — Is  a  sickly  man,  and  watches  the 
coffee-store.  Remembers  the  night  Letitia  Johnston  came  out  of  the  workhouse;  was  going 
to  Content,  but  was  late,  and  begged  him  to  let  her  stop  till  momine.  Allowed  her  to  stop ; 
gave  her  something  to  eat;  cried  all  night.  Asked  her  what  was  uie  matter;  said  she  was 
side  and  her  belly  swell.  Did  not  say  that  she  had  been  worked  on  the  tread-mill ;  only 
cried  for  pains  in  the  bottom  of  her  belly  and  stomach.  Said  she  never  was  in  the  workhouse 
before,  and  the  corn-meal  and  raw  shad  that  she  eat  made  her  bottom  belly  hurt  her  and 
her  skin  swell.  Went  away  the  next  morning  before  six  o'clock,  and  did  not  go  above  half 
a  mile  before  she  died.  The  night  she  was  with  him  she  eat  cocoa  and  plantain  that  he  gave 
her,  and  the  shad  she  had  brought  vrith  her  from  the  workhouse.  She  arank  water  after  she 
was  done;  eat  heartily,  and  said,  that  when  she  went  home  she  would  tell  all  her  fellow* 
servants  to  take  care  of  the  workhouse,  for  it  was  too  hot. 

It  having  been  here  mentioned  that  Mr.  Palmes,  whose  deposition  had  been  taken  on  the 
25th  of  May,  was  fwoful  that  from  the  state  of  fever  he  might  not  have  been  quite  correct 
m  his  evidence,  it  was  agreed  on  to  re-examine  him. 

Mr.  Palmes  sworn : — States  that  Letitia  Johnston  came  in  on  the  13th  April.  He^  that 
she  died  after  leaving  the  institution.  Came  in  on  a  Tliursday,  about  candlelight.  Was 
put  on  the  tread-mill  twice  the  next  day,  Friday ;  was  told  by  Mr.  Liddell  that  she  was  for 
the  penal  gang  and  tread-mill.  He  did  not  tell  deponent  to  show  Letitia  Johnston  to  the 
doctor.  Did  not  hear  the  commitment  read ;  Mr.  Liddell  generally  reads  the  commitment 
to  him.  Heard  him  reading  a  commitment  whilst  he  was  going  to  lock  her  up;  Mr.  Liddeli 
was  not  reading  the  commitment  to  him.  Was  never  on  the  tread-mill  aiiter  the  first  day. 
Was  on  the  tread-mill  when  Mr.  Liddell  came  in,  who  ordered  her  off.     Was  one  day  in  the 

Senal  gang.    The  day  before  she  went  out  the  doctor  saw  Letitia  Johnston,  on  Satur^ 
ay  15fli. 

Ann  Taylor,  to  Peter's  Rock,  sworn: — Remembers  Letitia  Johnston ;  was  in  the  work- 
house when  she  was  there.  Heard  that  she  died  the  day  after  she  left  the  workhouse. 
Brought  her  from  the  field,  and  put  her  on  the  tread-mill ;  was  put  with  her  on  the  tread-mill. 
Complained  that  her  foot  was  swelled,  and  hurt^ier ;  Palmes  and  the  driver  were  there.  The 
next  day  the  doctor  came.  Letitia  Johnston  came  up,  but  the  doctor  said  she  was  not  sick. 
She  was  very  sick.  When  she  and  deponent  went  into  the  privy,  Letitia  Johnston  lifted  up 
her  clothes  and  showed  her  how  all  her  skin  was  swollen.  Letitia  Johnston  came  in  at  ni^ht, 
and  went  to  the  field  next  morning,  but  was  brought  back  sick.  Deponent  and  Letitia 
Johnston  were  strapped  on  the  tread-mill  together. 

Decision : — ^The  magistrates  are  of  opinion  that  the  treatment  of  Letitia  Johnston  was 
improper,  and  not  according  to  the  commitment,  but  do  not  apprehend  her  death  was  caused 
thereby.  They  consider  that  the  conduct  of  the  supervisor  has  been  highly  improper,  and 
his  evidence  equivocatory  and  completely  contradicted  by  that  of  other  persons. 

^  Alex.  Forbes, 

Chairman  of  the  Workhouse  Committee. 


Enclosure  4, 
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Enclosure  5,  in  No.  36. 

Coroner's  Inquest  held  at  Gordon's  Tavern  on  the  Body  of  Letitia  Johnston,  Apprentice 

to  Content  Plantation,  29  April  1837. 

Jury  composed  of — Foreman,  Stephen  Bourne;  John  E.  Hoare,  James  M'Fie,  Solomon 
R.  Da  Costa,  Patrick  Kenny,  Joseph  H.  Kemble,  William  Fitzgerald,  George  Nisbett, 
George  Ross,  Richard  Bownes,  Charles  Lowlanie,  and  George  Sully.  # 

Dr.  Alexander  Dallas  sworn : — From  the  external  appearance  of  Letitia  Johnston,  I  think 
there  has  been  no  violence  used  towards  her.  The  general  health  of  the  woman  was  good, 
but  she  had  a  bad  foot.  She  run  away  from  Content  for  five  or  six  weeks.  During  the  time 
she  was  awajr,  I  met  her  going  to  Kingston  with  a  large  load  on  her  head.  1  have  no  doubt 
that  she  died  in  a  fit,  but  I  cannot  be  positive.  Iremember  the  1 1th  of  April ;  it  was  the  day  on 
which  she  was  tried  by  Mr.  Bourne  for  running  away,  and  theft :  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
case  was  perfectly  proved  against  her.  I  examined  her  before  she  was  committed,  and  gave 
it  as  my  opinion  that  she  was  perfectly  fit  to  go  to  prison.  I  see  nothing  on  her  body 
indicative  of  violence  used  towards  her  in  prison." 

(signed)        Alexander  Dallas. 

Mr.  William  Arrowsmitk,  overseer  of  Content,  sworn : — Letitia  Johnston  run  away  the 
beginning  of  March ;  I  received  a  warrant  from  Special  Justice  Bourne  to  take  her  up.  On 
the  7th  of  April  the  constable  saw  her  in  town  with  a  heavy  load ;  he  lodged  her  in  the  cagej 
and  brought  her  home  on  the  8th.  She  was  confined  till  the  11th,  when  Mr.  Bourne  came 
to  the  property,  and  committed  her  to  the  house  of  correction  for  14  days.  On  the  12th 
I  gave  the  constable  the  commitment  to  take.  She  refused  to  go ;  but  Mr.  Lowe,  a  magi- 
strate, gave  her  in  charge  to  the  police.  She  left  in  apparent  good  health,  and  walked  down 
very  well.  During  the  sitting  of  tne  court,  ai\  ofier  was  made,  that  if  she  would  get  her  family 
to  stand  security  for  her  to  pay  the  days,  she  would  not  be  sent  to  prison.  They  said  they 
would  sooner  see  her  die ;  they  would  not  pay  the  days.  She  is  a  woman  of  a  bad  cha- 
racter, and  has  once  before  been  sent  to  prison.  During  the  time  of  her  confinement  no 
member  of  her  family  came  to  me  to  state  she  was  ill  and  to  solicit  her  dischai^e.  The 
commitment  particularly  stated  she  was  to  be  put  to  such  work  as  the  doctor  of  the  work* 
house  thought  fit. 

(signed)         William  Arrowsmitk. 

Jessy  Barnet  sworn : — I  live  at  Enfield.  Thursday  evening  Letitia  came  to  me  and  asked 
me  for  a  place  to  stop  that  night ;  she  said  her  feet  hui-t  her,  and  she  had  a  pain  in  the  bowels. 
She  said  she  would  stop  and  help  me  iron  the  clothes  to-morrow  ;  but  I  recommended  her 
to  go  home,  as  she  had  just  come  from  the  workhouse.  William  Hamilton,  an  apprentice  to 
Clifton  Mount,  watching  at  Enfield  Ben,  told  me  in  the  morning  that  Letitia  had  oeen  crying 
all  night  about  her  feet  and  pain  in  the  bowels. 

her 
(signed)        Jessif  Barnet     x 

mark. 

Verdict : — Found  dead  on  Friday  morning,  the  29th  instant,  on  the  public  road,  on  her 
way  home  from  Halfway-Tree  workhouse  ;  the  immediate  cause  of  her  death  unknown,  no 
proof  having  been  adduced  to  the  jury  to  show  that  the  deceased  died  in  consequence  of  any 
violence  or  ill-treatment. 


Jamaica  Ss. 

Alexander  Sinclair,  apprentice  on  Pleasant  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  maketh 
oath  and  saith : — ^That  he,  this  deponent,  wtis  sent  to  Halfway  Tree,  by  Mr.  Special  Justice 
Hamilton,  for  10  days,  to  hard  laoour,  in  consequence  of  disobedience  of  orders,  the  latter 
end  of  March  last  past.  The  first  day  he  was  there,  a  man,  named  Nelson,  chained  him  to 
a  little  boy,  and  flogged  him  six  licks  with  the  cat  on  his  bare  back.  The  following  day 
this  deponent  went  to  Chancery  Hall  to  dig  cane-holes.  Neptune,  another  driver,  said, 
that  as  long  as  he  came  from  the  same  place  as  Agnes  Davis,  who  caused  the  magistrate  to 
have  another  driver  flogged,  did,  he  would  flog  the  soul  out  of  him,  and  he  did  not  care 
what  came ;  he  directly  flogged  him  12  licks  with  the  cat.  Deponent  began  to  cry,  when 
he,  Neptune,  came  back,  and  gave  him  12  other  licks,  and  told  nim,  deponent,  that,  if  that 
was  not  suflScient  for  him,  he  would  give  him  more.  Deponent  saw  the  same  driver,  Nep- 
tune, lay  a  little  boy,  who  was  chained  to  him  from  Dallas  Castle,  down  on  his  belly,  and 
flog  him  10  lashes  on  his  back  and  rump. 

Deponent  moreover  states,  that  he  saw  a  number  of  men  flogged  with  the  cat  by 
the  same  driver,  and  an  old  man  from  Mr.  Marshall's,  named  York.  A  man  was  flogged 
in  his  presence  by  Mr.  Pringle,  a  brown  man,  who  follows  the  gang  in  the  field;  he 
was  flogged  till  he  tumbled  down  on  the  ground,  and  was  not  able  to  get  up.  When 
Mr.  Pringle  saw  this,  he  said,  "  Aye,  you  won't  get  up,"  and  struck  him  on  the  head 
twice  with  the  cat-stick,  until  his  head  began  to  bleed.  On  the  second  Sunday  that 
deponent  was  at  Halfway  Tree,  after  he  had  come  from  Hunt's  Bay,  where  the  prisoners 
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wait  to  washy  as  he  was  standing  up  chained  to  the  boy  in  the  prison-yard,  the  driver,        JAMAICA. 
Neptune,  came  up  to  him,  and  struck  him  with  his  fist  twice  in  the  stomach,  in  consequence        , 
of  which  he,  deponent,  was  obUged  to  stand  for  a  whole  week  in  the  hospital,  after  he  came 
back  to  Pleasant  Hill,  and  to  take  medicine,  before  he  could  go  to  work  again. 

Deponent  further  saith,  that  whilst  he  was  working  on  the  tread-mill,  a  woman,  named 
Cecilia,  belonging  to  Colonel  Robertson,  fell  off  the  null.  The  driver  called  this  deponent 
to  shove  her  up ;  deponent  begged  him  to  send  a  woman  to  help  her,  as  she  was  not  well,  it 

was  not  right  with  her.     The  driver,  James  Usher,  said  to  him,  "  D — ^n , 

if  you  do  not  do  it,  I  will  serve  you  the  same."  Colonel  Robertson  came  into  the  place, 
and  said,  if  the  woman  won't  dance  the  mill,  they  must  strap  her  on,  which  they  did ;  a  man 
belonging  to  Mr.  Anderson  strapped  her  on.  The  woman  was  bruised  on  her  breasts,  and 
her  hand  swollen  with  the  tread-mill,  so  that  she  was  not  able  to  go  to  the  mill  the  next  day, 
and  she  was  put  into  the  cell.  Mr.  Liddell,  seeing  the  people  strapped  on  the  mill,  quar- 
relled with  Mr.  Palm,  the  busha,  and  said  he  should  be  brought  into  court,  and  not  able  to 
stand.  The  busha  said  he  could  not  help  it,  as  Colonel  Robertson  had  ordered  him  to  strap 
them  on.  When  Colonel  Robertson  saw  that  the  woman  fell  off  the  mill,  he  said,  "  Aye, 
what,  you  won't  dance  the  mill;  I  will  let  you  smell  hell."  Whilst  deponent  was  at 
Halfway-Tree  prison,  he  was  ill  one  day  in  the  field.  The  busha  took  him  away  from  the 
gang,  and  chained  him  to  a  tree.  No  doctor  attended  him  in  the  prison ;'  and  Mr.  Prinde 
said  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  him.  From  that  day  deponent  went  in  to  the  day  ne 
came  out,  he  never  saw  any  doctor  attending  any  of  the  prisoners,  but  might  have  done  so 
when  he  was  in  the  field. 

his 
(signed)        Alexander  Sinclair     + 

mark. 

Sworn  before  us,  this  6th  day  of  May  1837, 

(signed)        Stephen  Bourne,  S.  J.  of  the  Peace. 
R.  I)aly,  Secretary. 


—  No.  37.— 
(No.  141.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  j^^  ^y 

Sir  Lionel  Sndth,  k.  c.  b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  144,  of  the  25th  July  last,  enclosing 
ft  letter  from  the  late  custos  of  St.  Andrew*s,  with  the  proceedings  of  inquiry  into 
certain  transactions  in  the  house  of  correction  of  that  parish.  As  you  have  very 
properly  referred  all  these  papers  to  the  Attorney-general,  I  shall  not  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  the  cases  contained  in  them,  until  his  report  has  been  received. 
In  the  meantime,  I  will  merely  say  that  I  cannot,  for  a  moment,  doubt  the 
necessity  which  existed  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  supervisor  and  his 
assistants,  a  step  which,  I  am  very  happy  to  find,  was  taken  without  delay. 

I  bave  also  to  thank  you  for  transmitting  to  me  these  papers  without  waiting 
for  the  Attomey-generars  report,  as  it  is  verv  useful  to  me  to  be  in  possession  of 
the  official  reports  of  any  such  cases,  although  perhaps  incomplete,  by  the 
earliest  opportunity,  instead  of  receiving  information  of  them,  in  the  first 
instance,  from  other  quarters. 

I  have,  8cc. 

(signed)         Olenelg. 


\  —  No.  38.— 

:  (No.  170.) 

I  Copy,  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  JJonel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  j^^  ^S. 

i  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

The  King's  House,  Spanish  Town, 
;  My  Lord,  4  September  1837. 

j  I  HAVE  great  gratification  in  forwarding,  foryour  Lordship's  perusal  and  inform- 

*  ation,  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  Dispatch  newspaper,  containing  an  account  of 
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JAMAICA.      the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  M*Vicar  v.  Liddell,  a  civil  action  tried  at  the  bnt 
Kingston  assizes. 

This  action  was  consequent  on  the  investigation  held  at  St.  Andrew's  work- 
house,  reported  to  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch,  No.  144,  of  the  25th  of  last 
July. 

The  plaintiff,  M'Vicar,  being  a  free  black  man,  and  sentenced  to  confinement 
in  the  workhouse  of  the  parish,  was  put  on  the  tread-mill  by  the  supervisor, 
'Liddell  (who  has  since  been  dismissed  from  his  situation),  without  an  order  from 
any  magistrate;  and  this  action  being  brought,  he  was  cast  in  damages  30/. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  in  No.  38. 

Surrey  Assize  Court,  Thursday,  17  August  1837. 

Enclosure  in  Court : — The  Hon.  Sir  Joshua  Rowe,  Chief  Justice ;  Hon.  John  Mais  and  Hon.  Hector 

No.  38.  Mitchel,  Assistant  Judges. 

M^  Vicar  v.  LiddelL 

Mr.  Batty,  for  plaintiff,  stated  this  was  an  action  of  trespass,  to  recover  damages  against 
defendant,  who,  in  his  duty  as  supervisor  of  the  house  ot  correction,  had  maltreated  the 
plaintiff,  bjr  placing  him  on  the  tread-mill,  and  also  for  putting  a  collar  and  chain  on  the 
neck  of  plaintiff.  The  commitment  sentenced  the  plaintiff  to  hard  labour  in  the  house  of 
correction. 

J5.  Cooper^  esq.,  sworn : — Recollects  M'Vicar  being  brought  before  him  and  Mr.  John 

^    Gordon  for  an  assault  on  Mr.  Hilton  ;  M* Vicar  was  sentenced  to  hard  labour  in  St.  Andrew's 

house  of  correction  for  30  days  ;  it  was  the  intention  of  himself  and  the  other  magistrate, 

that  the  plaintiff  should  be  put  upon  the  tread-mill,  but  Qot  that  the  collar  and  chain  should 

be  put  upon  his  neck. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Panton. — Knows  Mr.  Hilton  is  bed-ridden ;  a  sword-stick  was 

Produced  on  the  examination  of  M 'Vicar;  it  was  bent,  and  was  taken  from  M'Vicarby 
Ir.  Hilton's  servants;  he  considered  it  was  a  very  aggravated  case  of  assault;  defendant 
was  bound  to  deal  with  persons  sent  to  the  house  of  correction  as  the  magistrates  ordered. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attomey-geneml. — ^The  evidence  on  the  examination  was,  that 
Mr.  Hilton  was  heard  to  cry  out  murder,  and  that  plaintiff  was  seen  to  be  riding  away  with 
the  sword-stick;  plaintiff  had  been  clerk  to  Mr.  Hilton;  he  was  stopped  by  the  servants, 
who  took  the  sword-stick  from  him. 

Robert  Pringle,  sworn : — ^Was  employed  as  overseer  of  the  house  of  correction ;  saw 
M* Vicar  in  custody  there  on  a  Sunday ;  he  was  there  20  days ;  knows  he  was  put  on  the 
tread-mill,  for  15  minutes  at  a  spell,  every  alternate  quarter  of  an  hour ;  saw  the  collar  and 
chain  put  on  M'Vicar's  neck  ;  the  chain  was  taken  off  when  he  was  put  upon  the  mill ; 
Mr.  Liddell  gave  witness  orders  to  put  M*  Vicar  on  the  tread-mill ;  while  he  was  in  the  house 
of  corirection,  he  was  kept  within  tne  walls;  saw  him  but  once  with  the  chain  on  his  neck; 
M'Vicar's  conduct  was  mild  and  peaceable ;  saw  M'Vicar  chained  to  a  black  person  in  the 
house  of  correction. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Panton. — Defendant  treated  plaintiff  very  kindly^  and  lent  him 
money ;  plaintiff  took  his  dinner  with  Mr.  Palm,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  honse  of  correc- 
tion ;  other  persons  had  collars  on;  it  was  no  particular  mark  of  punishment ;  plaintiff  was 
worked  on  the  tread-mill  according  to  the  existing  rules  of  the  institution. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Attorney- general. — Defendant  told  witness  not  to  show  favour  or 
affection  to  any  person,  but  to  treat  every  person  alike ;  plaintiff  was  not  kept  half-an-hour 
on  the  tread-mill  while  witness  was  there;  Mr.  Palm  asked  M* Vicar  to  dme  with  him; 
M 'Vicar  is  a  decent  man;  he  showed  witness  marks  of  blood  upon  the  ground ;  heard  that 
plaintiff  was  sick  from  working  on  the  tread-mill. 

NeptunCf  sworn : — Is  boatswain  to  the  house  of  correction ;  M'Vicar  was  brought 

there  on  Sunday  evening ;  Liddell  told  witness  plaintiff  was  to  dance  the  mill ;  it  was  in 
January  last.  Liddell  ordered  witness  to  put  collar  and  chain  on  M 'Vicar ;  the  next  day  be 
was  put  on  the  mill ;  does  not  know  how  long  he  was  on,  as  they  had  no  glass  there ;  was 
kept  on  and  off  the  mill  all  day  ;  saw  plaintiff  spit  blood  on  the  Thursday  after  he  came 
into  the  house  ;  told  Mr.  Palm  that  M* Vicar  was  sick,  but  he  was  kept  on  the  tread-mill 
three  days  after  that  time ;  Liddell  came  to  the  house  of  correction  every  day  to  see  bow 
everything  was  going  on  ;  M* Vicar  was  chained  to  a  man  (an  apprentice),  sent  from  the 
mountain,  belonging  to  Mr.  Dallas,  also  to  dance  the  mill ;  McMillan  was  put  the  first  night 
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iito  Ae  prison-room  with  other  prisoners ;  the  third  night  he  was  putinto  another  room  up         JAMAICA, 
stairs ;  M' Vicar  swept  the  yard  with  the  chain  on  his  neck ;  he  was  not  worked  on  a  . 

Thursday ;  he  was  put  up  stairs  on  that  day  ;  he  only  worked  on  the  mill  three  days ;  the 
collar  was  kept  on  his  neck  all  the  time  he  was  in  the  house  of  correction,  but  the  chain 
was  taken  on. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Panton. — Do©»  not  remember  if  Mr.  Mais  came  to  the  house  of 
correction  at  that  time ;  swears  positively  the  collar  was  kept  on  all  the  20  days ;  Mr.  Palm 
first  ordered  him  to  be  put  on  tread-mill ;  Mr.  Liddell  caused  him  to  be  locked  up  atairs 
away  from  the  other  prisoners ;  Liddell  did  not  know  he  had  spit  blood ;  he  was  not  put 
upon  the  tread-mill  after  Tuesday,  but  knew  he  was  on  that  day ;  Liddell  ordered  the  chain 
to  be  taken  off;  heard  Liddell  find  fault  with  Mr.  Palm  on  Wednesday  for  having  put  the 
chain  and  collar  on  ;  Liddell  was  very  good  to  M'Vicar  all  the  time  he  was  there ;  Liddell 
was  always  very  kind. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Batty. — M^Vicar  did  not  have  chain  and  collar  on  a  week ;  Liddell 
treated  him  well  all  the  time  he  was  there ;  does  not  know  if  Palm  or  Liddell  said  that 
M'Vicar  was  spitting  blood ;  after  two  nights  he  was  removed  to  a  better  place  than  where 
the  convicts  are  confined. 

Hugh  MacWilUam,  sworn: — Has  been  an  overseer  in  several  parishes;  knows  Mr.  Hen- 
derson ;  Mr.  M* Vicar  was  overseer  to  Mr.  Henderson's  gang;  knows  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  Mr.  Hilton ;  has  known  plaintiff  four  or  five  years ;  knew  him  as  a  confidential  servant 
fo  Dr.  Ware ;  he  dunned  for  the  doctor ;  before  that  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Lord  Belmore ; 
was  always  a  quiet,  respectable  young  man  ;  was  in  good  health  before,  but  after  he  came 
out  of  the  house  of  correction  was  in  very  bad  health. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Panton. — Did  not  know  what  capacity  plaintiff  was  in  with 
Lord  Belmore ;  heard  he  was  clerk  to  Mr.  Hilton ;  had  seen  Dr.  Ware  place  a  great  deal  of 
confidence  in  him ;  does  not  know  Mr.  Hilton. 

Mr.  Panton,  for  the  defence,  called 

Dr.  WilUam  Thompson,  sworn : — Was  medical  attendant  at  the  house  of  correction  f^'wBA 
ip  attendance  when  IVI'Vicar  was  confined ;  examined  the  state  of  his  health ;  stated  he 
was  sick  i  it  was  in  January;  said  he  was  spitting  blood  for  a  short  time,  but  would  not 
allow  anything  to  be  done  to  him  ;  two  days  afterwards  he  stated,  when  he  passed  water  he 
also  passed  large  quantities  of  blood ;  Liddell  was  there  at  the  time.  M'Vicar  was  not 
dressed  as  the  other  convicts ;  took  him  for  an  overseer ;  he  had  no  collar  on ;  appeared  to  , 
be  separated  from  the  convicts  ;  attended  the  institution  oflen ;  Liddell  was  very  kmd  to  the 
convicts ;  if  any  particular  mode  of  diet  was  ordered,  Liddell  gave  directions  about  it.  Could 
not  perceive  any  cause  of  sickness,  nor  any  signs  of  his  passing  blood ;  he  examined  him  very 
particularly. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney-general. — Examined  plaintiff's  urine  carefully,  but  saw 
no  signs  of  blood  in  it ;  never  heard  any  complaints  against  Mr.  Liddell ;  heard  he  was  dis- 
missed; but  knows  not  the  cause,  nor  the  nature  of  the  charges  that  were  made  against  him. 
Speaks  of  Liddell's  kindness  from  what  he  has  seen ;  also  from  what  he  has  heard  from  the 
inmates  of  the  house  of  correction. 

By  Mr  Panton  : — ^The  people  always  expressed  themselves  well  treated  by  Mr,  Liddell, 

The  conviction  of  M'Vicar  and  also  an  order  from  the  Hon.  Custos  to  Mr.  Liddell, 
ordering  M* Vicar  not  to  be  again  put  on  the  tread-mill,  dated  21st  January. 

The  Hon.  John  Mais: — An  application  was  made  to  witness  complaining  of  Mr.  LiddelFs 
conduct,  saying  that  M'Vicar  had  been  chained  and  put  upon  the  tread-mill.  Wrote  to 
Mr.  Liddell  to  discontinue  putting  M'Vicar  on  the  tread-mill,  and  to  take  off  the  chain ; 
had  given  orders  to  Mr.  Liddell  to  attend  strictly  to  orders  given  by  ma^strates.  A  few 
days  after  saw  M^Vicar  in  the  iiouse  of  correction,  and  spoke  sharply  to  Mr.  Liddell,  who 
sai(i  that  he  was  obliged  to  put  him  on  the  mill  by  the  commitment  sentencing  him  to  hard 
labour,  and  to  put  the  collar  and  chain  on,  as  several  convicts  had  escaped.  M'Vicar  then 
came  up  and  said  to  witness,  ^*  Do  not  blame  Mr.  Liddell,  he  has  been  like  a  father  to  me ; 
he  has  lent  me  money  and  clothes,  and  given  me  food ;"  and  repeated,  "  Mr.  Liddell  has 
been  a  father  to  me ;"  did  not  interfere  in  the  matter  of  the  charges  against  Mr.  Liddell ; 
appointed  a  committee  to  do  so.  Witness  considers  if  Mr.  Liddell  did  err  it  was  from 
mistaken  notions,  but  not  from  a  desire  of  overstraining  the  law. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney-general. — ^Appointed  Mr.  Forbes,  as  president  of  the 
committee,  to  examine  the  institution ;  heard  complaints  brought  against  Mr.  Liddell,  who 
was  dischai^ed ;  was  angry  because,  having  looked  at  the  commitment,  it  was  not  stated  in 
it  that  Mr.  Vicar  was  to  be  put  on  the  tread-mill,  and  therefore  thought  he  ought  not  to 
have  been  put  on  it.  Spoke  severely  to  Liddell ;  said,  "  You  had  no  business  to  put  this 
man  on  the  mill,  unless  it  was  expressed  in  the  commitment ;"  and  told  Liddell  never  to 
again  do  so. 

John  Fowles,  esq.,  sworn : — Has  inspected  the  house   of  correction ;    it  is  under  the 

management  of  a  committee;  was  visiting  magistrate  in  January ;  saw  M^Vicar  there,  who 

sdd  he  had  been  put  on  the  tread-mill,  and  a  chain  and  collar  put  on  his  neck ;  but  that 
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JAMAICA.       ^r.  Liddell  was  not  to  blame;  he  had  given  him  food  and  monev,  and  had  been  a  fiither  to 
-  him ;  had  not  a  collar  on  at  Uiat  time ;  was  decently  dressed ;  looked  clean  and  well ;  did 

not  complain  of  being  sick. 

John  Ashbum,  sworn : — Knows  M'Vicar  and  Liddell ;  remembers  former  being  in  house 
of  correction  in  January^  and  he  then  spoke  very  highly  of  Mr.  Liddell's  conduct  to  him, 
and  said  he  had  behaved  very  kindly;  had  given  him  food  and  money,  and  said  he  was  not 
disposed  to  proceed  against  Mr.  Liddell,  but  against  the  magistrates ;  witness  went  to  the 
house  of  correction  with  a  feeling  i^ainst  Mr.  Liddell,  but  it  was  entirely  removed  by  what 
M^Vicar  had  stated. 

Cross-exammed  by  Attorney-general. — M*Vicar  thought  he  had  been  oppressed  by  the 
magistrates;  M'Vicar  did  not  complain  against  Liddell,  but  against  tne  magistrates; 
M'Vicar  was  very  loud  in  his  praise  of  Mr.  Liddell. 

Mr.  Panton  addressed  the  jury  for  defendant  in  his  usual  elo(]^uent  manner, 
'    His  Honor  the  Attorney-general  replied  with  much  feeling. 
His  Honor  the  Chief  chai-ged  the  jury  very  perspicuously. 

The  jury  retired,  and,  after  being  out  of  court  one  hour,  returned  a  verdict  for  plaintiff, 
damages  30/. 


—  No39.— 
(No.  174-) 
No.  39.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith, 

K.  c.  B. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  28  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch.  No.  170,  of 
the  4th  September,  enclosing  an  account  of  the  proceedings  in  a  civil  action, 
"  M*Vicar  v.  Liddell,"  which  had  been  tried  at  the  Kingston  assizes. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  receive  the  proof,  supplied  by  the  enclosure  to 
this  despatch,  of  the  impartial  administration  of  justice  in  a  case  in  which  there 
may  have  been  room  for  the  influence  of  local  prepossessions  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  party  by  whom  the  action  was  brought. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glendg^ 
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—  No.  40.— 

(No.  166.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  24  August  1837.  No.  40. 

At  the  late  Sun^ey  assizes  Mr.  Dundas,  overseer  of  Molynes  Estate,  was 
sentenced  to  two  months'  imprisonment  for  ill-treating  an  apprentice.  This 
case  was  connected  with  the  evil  practices  of  Mr.  Lloyd  and  Captain  Brownson, 
and  when  they  were  suspended,  Mr.  Dundas  was  ordered  to  be  prosecuted. 

At  the  same  assizes  Mr.  Colin  Chisholm,  a  considerable  proprietor  and 
attorney,  was  fined  100  /.  for  an  assault  on  Mr.  Special  Justice  Bourne.  It  was 
on  some  old  grudge  against  Mr.  Bourne  for  having  imprisoned  his  book-keeper, 
and  which  your  Lordship  will  have  in  recollection  led  to  a  tedious  prpsecution 
against  Mr.  Bourne. 

Tliese  instances  of  successful  prosecutions  against  cruelty  and  violence  have 
been  very  gratifying  to  me,  as  examples  of  useful  influence. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


—  No.  41.— 

(^No.  164.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Gknelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  12  October  1837.  No.  41. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Despatch,  No.  166,  of 
the  24th  of  August,  reporting  the  result  of  certain  trials  which  had  taken  place 
at  the  Surrey  assize  in  Jamaica. 

I  participate  in  the  satisfaction  which  you  express  at  the  proof  which  is  afforded 
by  these  proceedings,  of  the  equal  administration  of  justice  in  cases  where  local 
influences  might  be  supposed  to  have  been  most  unfavourable  to  such  a  result 
I  cannot  avoid  adding,  that  I  ascribe  this  result  in  no  small  degree  to  the  moral 
impression  of  the  even-handed  justice  which  the  local  government  dispenses  to 
all  parties. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         GUnelg. 
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PRISON     DISCIPLINE. 


No.  42. 

Vide  Circular 
Instructional, 
1  August  18^7, 

(y.)F.i. 


Printed  in  the 
Papers  presented  to 
Parliament  relative 
to  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  1837, 
Part  4  (1),  p.  310. 


—  No.42.— 
(No.  130.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  kx.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  25  August  1837. 

In  my  circular  Despatch  of  the  Ist  instant,  I  transmitted  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  last  session  on  Negro 
Apprenticeship. 

You  will  have  observed  from  it,  that  the  Committee,  for  the  reasons  which 
they  have  stated,  did  not  feel  themselves  warranted  in  reporting  to  The  House 
the  evidence  which  they  had  received,  nor  in  expressing  any  general  opiniou 
upon  it. 

Although,  under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  improper  and  contrary  to 
a  rule  founded  on  a  principle  of  obvious  utility  that  publicity  should  be  given 
to  this  evidence,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  a  copy  of  it,  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee,  having  the  fullest  confidence  in 
your  discretion  as  to  the  use  which  you  will  make  of  it.  I  place  it  in  your 
hands  that  you  may  be  aware  of  the  nature  and  particulars  of  the  information 
on  which  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  has  been  founded,  and  that  yoti 
may  be  enabled  to  take  such  measures  as  are  within  your  reach  for  investigating 
and  remedying  any  abuses  actually  existing  in  any  of  the  gaols  or  workhouses 
in  Jamaica,  and  which  may  not  already  have  been  brought  under  your  notice. 

I  have  learned  with  much  satisfaction  from  your  Despatch  of  the  12th  June, 
No.  128,  that  you  have  yourself  recently  inspected  thegreater  part  of  these  buildings, 
and  had  found  them  in  most  instances  well  regulated,  and  under  a  careful  super- 
vision, from  which  the  special  magistrates  are  by  no  means  excluded;  and 
I  attach  much  importance  to  the  measures  which  you  had  in  contemplation  for 
obtaining  such  modifications  of  the  existing  rules  as  appeared  to  you  desirable, 
•  At  the  same  time,  the  subject  is,  as  is  observed  by  the  Committee,  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  working  of  the  apprenticeship  system,  on  which  so 
warm  an  interest  is  justly  felt  by  the  public  in  this  country,  and  on  which  the 
British  people  have  a  right  to  the  fullest  and  most  authentic  information,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  appoint  a  gentleman  for  the 
express  purpose  of  making  an  inspection  of  the  gaols  and  workhouses  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  reporting  their  state  and  condition  to  the  Government. 

Captain  Pringle,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  engineers,  and  who  since  his 
retirement  from  the  army  has  been  on  several  occasions  employed  by  the 
Government  in  a  civil  capacity,  has  been  selected  for  this  employment,  and  will 
probably  leave  England  for  Jamaica  in  the  course  of  next  month.  He  will  be 
the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  me  to  yourself,  and  a  copy  of  his  instructions  will 
also  be  communicated  to  you.  I  have  assured  him  that  he  will  receive  from 
you  all  the  information  and  assistance  which  you  can  afford  him  in  the  dischai^ 
of  the  duty  with  which  he  will  be  entrusted. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


No.  43. 

Lord  Glenelg, 

No.  130. 
«5  August  1837. 


—  N0.43.— 

(No.  190.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  13  October  1887. 

In  acknowledging  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  Letter,  No.  130, 1  shall  take 
good  care  and  use  the  Report  alluded  to  with  guarded  discretion,  until  it*i» 

finally 
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finally  available  for  reply,  as  far  as  any  of  my  own  measures  may  require       JAMAICA, 
explajiation.  .     ■■ 

The  inquiries  your  Lordship  some  time  since  called  for  respecting  the 
state  of  the  prisons  and  workhouses  are  in  progress,  but  it  will  take  a. long 
time  before  they  can  be  collected  and  put  into  intelligible  form.  It  is  therefore 
a  source  of  sincere  pleasure  to  me  to  hear  of  the  appointment  of  Captain  Pringle 
to  report  specially  on  the  capacity  of  those  buildings. 

I  hope  your  Lordship  did  not  infer  from  my  Despatch  of  the  12th  June 
last,  that  the  state  of  our  prisons  and  workhouses  possessed  my  entire  approba- 
tion ;  one  of  the  many  evils  of  slavery  has  been  the  neglect  of  all  such  buildings 
beyond  the  immediate  object  of  personal  security,  for  they  were  not  resorted  to 
as  places  for  the  punishment  and  reform  of  prisoners,  because  the  individual 
power  of  masters  over  slaves  gave  them  more  prompt  means  of  punishment 
without  incurring  the  expense  of  prison  maintenance,  or  the  loss  of  labour. 

All  the  prisons  of  the  West  Indies  will,  for  these  reasons,  be  found  bad 
compared  to  similar  institutions  in  free  countries,  but  relatively  those  of  this 
island  are  not  generally  so  bad  as  those  of  other  colonies ;  and  I  have  visited  the 
dungeons  and  cells  of  every  prison  in  the  island  except  St.  Dorothy's,  St.  John's, 
Vere,  and  Clarendon,  which  I  hope  to  inspect  in  January. 

In  every  instance  where  I  had  occasion  to  find  fault,  the  custodes  and 
magistrates  on  the  part  of  the  vestries  promised  to  improve  the  buildings,  still 
they  can  never  be  assimilated  to  European  prisons  without  being  rebuilt  or 
greatly  enlarged. 

The  three  county  prisons  are  maintained  at  the  general  charge  of  the 
island,  and  the  last  grand  jury  for  the  county  of  Cornwall  made  a  strong  pre- 
sentment through  me  against  the  Montego  Bay  prison,  which  is  certainly  one 
of  the  worst.  The  House  of  Assembly  will,  I  anxiously  hope,  order  its  complete 
repair  and  improvement  this  session. 

The  parochial  prisons  are  all  under  the  vestries,  and  their  means  of 
improvement  are  of  course  more  diflBcult  and  uncertain  under  the  constant  plea 
of  poverty,  but  when  Captain  Pringle  arrives,  and  can  furnish  us  with  plans  of 
new  prisons,  or  for  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of  those  we  have,  I  shall 
be  sanguine  of  the  most  beneficial  changes. 

I  shall  also  in  the  course  of  this  session  endeavour  to  procure  the  appoint- 
ment of  county  inspectors  of  prisons,  to  have  complete  power  over  all  the  officers 
and  interior  management,  independent  of  any  other  authority  than  my  own, 
as  the  only  means  of  maintaining  one  uniform  system  of  supervision  and 
responsibility. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


—  No.  44.  — 
(No.  133.) 
Cofnr  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  13  September  1837.  No.  44. 

This  Despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  Pringle,  who,  I  in- 
formed you,  in  my  Despatch  of  the  26th  ultimo,  had  been  appointed  to  inspect 
and  report  on  the  state  of  the  prisons  and  workhouses  in  the  West  India  Colonies. 
I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  12  September  1837. 

addressed  to  Captain  Pringle  by  my  directions,  and  I  have  to  signify  to  you  Her  — ^ 

Majesty's  commands  that  you  will  afford  him  all  the  support  and  assistance  in 
your  power  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  with  which  he  has  been  entrusted. 

You  will  furnish  Captain  Pringle  as  soon  as  possible  with  a  statement  of  the 
several  prisons  and  workhouses  in  Jamaica,  with  their  respective  localities,  and 
you  will  give  such  directions  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Govemmenf  with 
whom  he  may  have  occasion  to  communicate,  as  will  insure  to  him  their  aid 
and  co-operation  whenever  it  may  be  necessary.  It  will  probably  be  expedient, 
in  order  to  facilitate  his  inquiries,  that  he  should  hold  a  local  commission  as 
a  magistrate,  and  1  have  therefore  to  recommend  that  you  will  confer  upon  him 
such  a  commission,  whether  special  or  ordinary,  as  may  best  insure  him  that 
ilegree  of  authority  which  will  enable  him  to  prosecute  his  inquiries  with 
efficiency  and  success.      You  will   further  explain  fully  to  Captain  Pringle 
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JAMAICA.      the  nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  with  which  such  commission  will  invent 

him. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  allow  one  of  the  officers  of  the  medical 
staff  to  accompany  him  in  the  inspection  of  the  several  prisons  in  Jamaicai,  if  he 
should  require  such  assistance. 

I  am  aware  that  much  of  the  information  which  it  is  of  importance  that  he 
should  acquire,  can  best  be  obtained  by  the  examination  of  parties  who  cannot 
be  compelled  to  answer  the  questions  which  he  may  feel  it  his  duty  to  address 
to  them ;  but  I  am  at  the  same  time  persuaded  that  he  will  meet  with  no  unne- 
cessary  obstacles  from  any  quarter  in  the  prosecution  of  his  object ;  and  that  all 
persons  in  any  degree  responsible  for  the  management  and  regulation  of  the 
prisons  and  workhouses  in  Jamaica,  will  readily  afford  him  every  facility  in 
procuring  that  detailed  and  accurate  information  which  it  will  be  his  endeavour 
to  obtain. 

I  have  full  confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  discretion  with  which  Captain 
.  Pringle  will  perform  this  service ;  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  result  of  his 
^mission  will  be,  not  only  to  remove  much  doubt  and  uncertaintjr  hitherto 
occasioned  by  conflicting  statements  as  to  the  prison  discipline  aflfecting  the 
apprenticed  negroes  when  in  confinement,  but  also  to  suggest  such  permanent 
improvements  in  the  construction  and  management  of  the  prisons,  as  may 
appear  necessary  in  order  to  render  them  efficient  for  the  prevention  of  crime, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  impose  a  complete  check  on  the  exercise  of  any 
needless  severity.  In  this  object  I  am  convinced  that  all  persons  of  right 
feeling  will  cordially  concur;  and  I  therefore  anticipate  its  accomplishment 
with  confidence. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Olenelg. 


Eneloiure  in 
No.  44* 


Enclosure  in  No.  44. 

Captain  Pringle's  Instructions. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  12  September  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acquaint  vou  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  having 
felt  it  their  duty  to  obtain  full  and  accurate  intormation  on  the  nature  of  the  prison  discipline 
to  which  the  apprenticed  nesroes  in  the  West  Indies  are  subjected  when  under  a  penal 
sentence,  his  Lordship  has  selected  you  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  and  reporting  to  Her 
Majesty's  Grovemment  on  the  state  of  the  prisons,  workhouses  and  other  places  of  confine* 
ment  in  those  colonies,  and  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  them. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  enter  on  the  discharge  of  this  duty  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  and  that  with  this  view  vou  should  leave  England  by  the  next  West  India  packet 

You  will  be  furnished  with  letters  to  the  governors  of  the  respective  colonies,  to  whom 
you  will  communicate  your  instructions,  if  required,  and  from  whom  you  will  receive  all  the 
mformation  and  assistance  which  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  afford  you  in  the  prosecution  of 
your  object. 

As  the  packet  touches  first  at  Barbados,  it  will  probably  be  expedient  that  you  should 
commence  your  inspection  in  that  island ;  but  as  Jamaica,  from  its  extent  and  population, 
will  be  the  principsil  sphere  of  your  operations,  it  is  Lord  Glenelg's  wish  that  you  should 
incur  no  unnecessary  delay  in  proceeding  to  that  island. 

In.  order  to  supply  you  with  some  useful  information  which  may  tend  to  facilitate  your 
investigation,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  reports  and  documents  mentioned  at  the  end 
of  this  letter,  a  reference  to  which  will  probably  sij^gest  to  vou  many  important  topics  of 
inquirjr.  Among  these  documiMits  is  a  confidential  copy  of  the  evidence  received  oy  the 
Committee  on  Negro  Apprenticeship  during  the  last  session  of  Parliament. 

You  will  observe,  from  the  Report  of  that  Committee,  that,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated, 
they  did  hot  feel  warranted  in  reporting  to  The  House  the  evidence  in  question,  and  under 
these  circumstances  I  should  not  have  considered  myself  justified  in  placing  it  in  your 
hands,  did  Inot  feel  that  it  is  essential  to  the  complete  dischaige  of  the  duty  with  which 
you  are  to  be  etitrusted  that  you  should  be  acquaintea  with  the  statements  comprised  in  that 
evidence  bearing  immediately  on  the  subject  of  your  inquiries.  My  object  in  communicating 
it  to  you  is  to  ensure  your  attention  being  directed  to  those  particulars  in  the  prison  disd- 
pline  in  Jamaica  (to  which  colony  the  evidence  chiefly  relates),  which  appears  from  the 
testimony  there  recorded  to  be  peculiarly  open  to  objection.  You  will,  however,  carefully 
abstain  from  giving  publicity  to  any  part  of  the  evidence  placed  in  your  hands  for  the 
specific  purpose  which  I  have  pointed  out. 

On  your  arrival  in  each  colony  you  will  be  furnished  by  the  governor  with  an  accurate 
list  of  all  the  prisons  and  workhouses  within  its  limits,  ana  should  he  deem  it  necessary  or 
expedient,  with  a  view  to  the  efficient  performance  of  your  duties,  he  will  invest  you  with 
a  local  commission  of  the  peace.  The  governor  will,  in  this  case,  further  explain  to  you  the 
precise  nature  and  extent  of  the  powers  and  authority  which  such  commission  will  confer  on 
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you.     The  governor  will  also  be  requested  to  allow  one  of  the  officers  of  the  medical  staff  to        JAMAICA, 
accompany  you  on  your  inspection  of  the  prisons  within  his  government.  .      """"" 

You  will  flien  proceed  to  make  your  arrangements  for  the  careful  and  complete  investiga- 
tion of  the  prisons  in  the  colony,  in  doing  which,  where  it  can  be  avoided,  you  will  not 
make  it  previously  known  in  what  order  or  at  what  time  you  propose  to  visit  each  of  them. 

In  the  examination  of  the  prisons  it  will  be  proper  that  you  should  inspect  every  part  of 
them,  and  should  direct  your  attention  to  every  particular  of  their  government  and  internal 
discipline,  and  more  especially  that  you  should  inquire  into  the  nature  and  effect  of  the 
arrangements  which  may  have  been  made  with  reference  to  the  following  points. 

1.  The  construction,  site  and  neighbourhood  of  the  prison,  its  security,  means  and  actua' 
extent  of  classification  and  separation;  power  of  inspecting  the  prisoners,  cleanliness,  venti 
lation,  dryness,  temperature  and  dimensions  of  the  principal  parts  of  the  buildings,  and 
especially  of  the  night  apartments  or  sleeping  cells,  and  of  cells  for  solitary  confinement ; 
the  number  of  prisoners  which  it  is  calculated  to  receive,  the  number  actually^  confined  in  it 
at  the  time  of  your  visit,  and,  if  possible,  the  average  number  of  prisoners  which  it  contains, 
distinguishing  white  from  black,  and  apprentices  fi-om  freemen. 

2.  The  health  of  the  prisoners ;  their  personal  cleanliness ;  the  kind,  quantity  and  quality 
of  their  daily  food,  clothing  and  bedding;  the  provision  made  for  the  sick,  including  the 
nature  and  frequency  of  medical  attendance,  and  the  remuneration  given  for  it ;  the  average 
amount  of  sickness  and  mortality,  with  their  prevalent  causes,  if  capable  of  being  ascer- 
tained. 

8.  The  employment  of  the  prisoners. 

In  what  tnis  principally  consists^  distinguishing  male  from  female  prisoners ;  to  what 
extent  the  separation  of  individual  prisoners,  or  01  male  from  female  in  tneir  employment  is 
carried ;  the  number  of  hours  during  which  they  labour  daily,  and  the  kind  and  amount  of 
labour  to  which  they  are  subjected  ;  whether  within  the  precincts  of  the  prison,  or  in  penal 
gangs,  or  under  any  penal  superintendence  without  its  precincts ;  whether  any  chains  are 
used,  and  in  what  cases,  and  of  what  weight  and  description  in  the  case  of  males  and  females 
respectively.  Wherever  a  treadmill  is  in  use,  you  will  carefully  ascertain  its  dimensions  ; 
the  diameter  of  tlie  wheel,  the  height  of  the  step,  the  rate  at  which  it  revolves,  the  means 
taken  to  prevent  excessive  motion,  and  to  regulate  and  record  its  movements ;  the  number 
of  prisoners  usually  placed  on  it  at  a  time ;  whether  male  and  female  prisoners  are  worked 
on  it  together  or  separately  ;  the  dress  of  each  when  on  the  mill,  the  means  used  to  compel 
them  to  remain  on  the  wheel,  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  appHed,  the  alternate  periods  of 
labour  and  rest,t  he  nature  of  the  rest,  and  the  occupation  of  the  prisoners  when  not  on  the 
wheel.  On  this  subject  you  will  not  fail  in  each  case  attentively  to  examine  into  the  siruc- 
>ture  and  use  of  the  treadmill  and  every  particular  connected  with  its  use,  with  reference  tu 
the  evidence  received  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  Negro  Apprenticeship. 
You  will  also  particularly  inquire  whether  pregnant  women,  or  women  with  infant  children 
are  placed  on  the  treadmill,  or  are  subjected  to  any,  and  what  other  description  of  hard 
labour. 

4.  The  punishment  for  offences  committed  in  the  prison. 

What  are  the  offences  most  commonly  visited  with  punishment ;  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  punishment,  by  whom  inflicted,  and  by  whose  authority,  and  in  whose  presence ;  and 
whether  any  and  what  record  is  kept  of  such  pimishment,  and  to  whose  inspection  is  such 
Tecord  subjected. 

5.  The  instruction  of  the  prisoners. 

The  hours  allotted  to  moral  and  religious  instruction  and  Divine  worship  ;  by  whom  the 
instruction  is  given,  or  Divine  service  performed  ;  whether  admission  is  given  freely,  or  under 
any  and  what  restrictions  to  ministers  of  one  or  more  religious  denominations ;  whether 
there  is  any  school  in  the  prison,  and  if  so,  is  the  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress  a  prisoner  ? 

6.  Officers  of  the  prison,  male  and  female,  by  whom  appointed,  and  by  whom  removable ; 
their  number,  salaries  and  emoluments,  and  apparent  qualifications,  and  the  extent  of  their 
authority;  whether  female  prisoners  are  superintended  exclusively  by  female  officers; 
whether  any  prisoners  are  employed  as  subordinate  officers  of  the  prison,  and  by  whose 
authority  or  selection,  and  what  are  their  privileges  or  remuneration. 

7.  Superintendence  and  inspection. 

By  whom  is  the  prison  officially  visited,  whether  or  not  periodically,  and  at  what  periods ; 
whether  opportunity  is  afforded  by  such  visits  to  the  prisoners  to  make  any  representations 
to  the  official  visitors.  Whether  a  registry  is  kept  of  the  commitments,  and  does  it  contain 
.a  statement  of  the  offence  of  which  the  prisoner  has  been  convicted,  and  of  the  authority  by 
wbon  convicted.  Whether  any  register  or  journal  is  kept,  and  by  whom,  and  inspected  by 
the  visitors,  of  the  character  or  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  the  punishment  inflicted,  th^  sick- 
ness or  death  of  any  prisoner,  or  of  any  occurrence  of  an  unusual  nature.  Whether  strangers 
or  ordinary  visitors  are  admitted,  and  by  whose  authority,  and  under  what  restrictions. 

Are  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  prison  hung  up  in  a  conspicuous 
place,  or  open  for  inspection. 

8.  The  effect  of  the  imprisonment. 

1.  As  regards  the  bodily  health  of  the  prisoners. 

2.  As  regards  their  moral  improvement. 

3.  As  regards  the  population  of  the  neighbourhood. 

What  is  the  appearance  and  demeanor  of  those  in  confinement  ?  What  are  the  habits  of 
151.  s  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


138  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

JAMAICA.        the  discharged ?  What  is  the  number  of  recommitments?  Are  commitments  increasing  or 

decreasing  ?  Is  the  punishment  of  imprisonment,  with  its  consequences,  looked  upon  with 

terror? 

The  above  heads  of  inquiry  have  been  suggested,  in  order  that  your  attention  might  be 
directed  to  those  points  on  which  it  is  especially  desirable  to  obtain  precise  and  accurate 
information.  Your  own  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  best  conducted  English  prisons, 
your  recent  intercourse  with  one  of  the  prison  inspectors  in  this  country,  and  the  experience 
which  you  will  rapidly  acquire  in  the  West  Indies,  will  probably  suggest  to  you  some  other 
points  on  which  information  may  be  equally  important.  In  comparing  the  internal  arrange- 
ments of  the  prison,  and  the  labour  and  discipline  to  which  the  prisoners  are  subjected^ 
whether  on  the  treadmill  or  in  any  other  shape,  with  what  you  are  acquainted  with  in 
England,  you  will  not  fail  to  take  into  account  the  climate  and  other  peculiar  circumstances 
which  necessarily  occasion  a  wide  difference,  in  some  respects,  between  the  colonies  which 
you  are  about  to  visit  and  this  country.  You  will  further  bear  distinctly  in  mind  that  the 
prison  discipline  in  the  West  Indies  ought  to  be  equally  applicable  to  all  offenders,  of  what^ 
ever  class  or  colour,  irrespective  of  any  difference  arising  out  of  past  slavery,  or  the  present 
temporary  system  of  apprenticeship.  You  will,  therefore,  ascertain  whether  any  distmction 
is  practically  made  in  tne  treatment  of  prisoners  of  different  colour  or  race,  or  or  apprentices 
as  distinguished  from  freemen.  You  will  also  minutely  inquire  into  the  treatment  of  the  female 
prisoners,  as  distinguished  from  the  male,  in  all  the  points  to  which  I  have  generally  adverted, 
which  require  or  admit  of  a  distinction  between  the  sexes.  In  prisons  containing  both  tried 
and  untried  prisoners,  you  will  advert  to  any  difference  in  the  mode  of  treatment,  the  indul- 
gences allowed,  and  the  discipline  enforced;  and  you  will  especially  ascertain  whether 
prisoners  confined  on  suspicion  of  desertion  are  subjected  to  any  penal  discipline. 

It  will  be  desirable  that  you  should  be  present  in  the  prison  during  the  ordinary  working 
of  the  treadmill ;  and  that  you  should  witness  the  performance  of  any  other  description  of 
penal  labour  imposed  on  the  prisoners.  If  practicable,  you  will  also  attend  at  the  hours  of 
meals  and  of  instruction,  and  afler  the  prisoners  are  locked  up  for  the  night,  in  order  to 
visit  all  or  some  of  the  cells  and  sleeping  apartments. 

You  will  select  in  each  prison  such  prisoners  as  you  may  think  proper  for  private  and 
separate  examination,  and  you  will  question  them  as  to  the  general  nature  of  their  treatment, 
and  the  discipline  and  punishment  to  which  they  are  subjected.  You  will  also  endeavour  to 
ascertain  whether  any  of  them  have  suffered  bodily  hurt  or  injury  from  the  treadmill ;  and 
if  so,  the  nature  of  such  injuries  and  the  cause  of  them. 

You  will  examine  privately  and  separately  each  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  prison, 
as  you  think  fit ;  and  it  will  be  important  that  you  should  question  the  medical  attendant 
and  the  governor,  or  other  superior  oflScer  of  the  prison,  as  to  its  general  discipline,  as  to 
any  particulars  on  which  you  desire  specific  information,  and  as  to  any  complaints  or 
allegations  of  the  prisoners.  In  doing  this,  it  will  of  course  be  right  that  the  name  of  any 
prisoner  from  whom  you  have  received  any  such  complaint  or  allegation,  should  not  be 
mentioned,  unless  the  individual  freely  consents  to  come  forward  and  substantiate  his  state- 
ment. You  will,  however,  leave  no  fit  means  untried  for  bringing  the  accuracy  of  any  such 
complaint  or  allegation  to  the  test.  In  some  cases  it  may  be  desirable  that  you  should 
repeat  your  visit  to  a  particular  prison  without  having  given  its  officers  any  reason  to  suppose 
it  to  be  your  intention  to  do  so. 

You  will  take  down  in  writing  the  substance  of  the  information  which  you  receive  from 
the  examination  of  separate  individuals.  It  may  frequently  be  expedient  that  the  statement 
should  be  recorded  in  the  very  words,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  informant,  and  subsequently 
read  to  him,  to  ensure  its  correspondence  with' his  meaning.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for 
me  to  impress  on  you  the  importance  of  the  utmost  temper  and  discretion  in  the  prosecution 
of  your  inquiries.  You  will  endeavour  to  combine  with  a  searching  and  minute  investiga- 
tion into  the  whole  subject  referred  to  you,  and  into  any  allegation  respecting  it,  a  mild  and 
courteous  demeanor  towards  all  the  parties  with  whom  you  may  have  to  communicate, 
and  an  abstinence  from  all  conduct  or  language  which,  by  producing  irritation  or  anger, 
might  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  complete  and  satisfactory  attamment  of  tlie  end  in 
view,  or  might  afford  plausible  ground  for  imputing  to  you  any  want  of  fairness  or  impar- 
tiality. Your  object  will  be  to  ascertain  facts,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  as  little  ground 
as  possible  for  objection  to  the  accuracy  and  conclusiveness  of  your  report. 

Although  it  will  be  probably  expedient  that  you  should  defer  your  general  report  until 
afler  the  completion  of  your  inquiries  into  all  the  prisons  which  you  are  about  to  visit, 
circumstances  may  occur  or  facts  may  come  to  your  knowledge  in  the  course  of  your  inves- 
tigation which  will  require  special  and  immediate  notice,  in  which  case  you  will  lose  no  time 
in  reporting  them  to  Lord  Glenelg.  It  will  also  be  your  duty  to  communicate,  without 
delay,  to  the  governor  of  the  colony  any  facts  which  you  may  have  ascertained,  and  which 
appear  to  you  to  come  within  the  province,  and  to  require  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Executive  Government. 

Lord  Glenelg  is  desirous  that  your  report  should  be  in  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment during  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  and  he  considers  it  of  importance  that  you 
should  return  to  this  country  in  the  course  of  next  spring,  in  order  that  you  may  personally 
furnish  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  to  any  Committee  of  either  House  of  Parliament 

which 
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which  may  be  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  Negro  Apprenticeship,  such  information        JAMAICA. 

and  explanation  as  may  be  required.     His  Lordship,  however,  is  most  anxious  that  the  duty  • 

with  which  you  are  charged  should  not  be  hastily  or  cursorily  performed,  with  a  view  to 
your  early  return.  It  will  be  preferable  that  you  should  not  attempt  more  than  can  be 
thoroughly  accomplished  within  the  prescribed  time.  I  am  therefore  to  authorize  you,  in 
the  event  of  the  whole  inquiry  requiiing  more  time  than  is  compatible  with  your  return  to 
England  by  the  month  of  April  next,  after  carefully  completuig  the  investigation  of  the 
prisons  in  Jamaica,  to  omit  such  of  the  other  colonies  as  you  may  not  be  able  to  comprise 
within  the  period  allotted  to  you. 

In  order  to  prevent  a  considerable  loss  of  time  to  which  you  would  otherwise  be  liable, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  select  a  gentleman  to  act  as  your  secretary,  who  will  relieve  you  from 
much  clerical  labour,  and  who  should  also  be  competent  to  assist  you  in  the  discnarge  of 
your  more  immediate  duties. 

I  am  to  observe  that  where  the  term  *'  prison "  is  used  alone  in  these  instructions,  it  is 
intended  tq  comprise  the  buildings  usually  denominated  "  workhouses,'*  in  the  West  Indies 
and  all  other  places  in  which  prisoners  are  confined  under  legal  penal  sentences. 

Captain  Pringle.  I  am,  &c 

(signed)         Geo.  Grey. 


LIST  of  Documents  transmitted  with  above  Despatch. 

Act  for  Abohtion  of  Slavery,  3  &  4  William  4,  cap.  73. 
Papers  relative  to  same,  1835  and  1836,  Parts  I.,  II.,  III. 
Report  of  Evidence  of  Apprentice  Committee  of  1836. 

Evidence  of  Apprenticeship  Committee  of  1837.     (Confidential,  not  published.) 
Report  of  Committee  of  1837. 

Papers  of  Judicial  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  respecting  Gaols  in  West  Indies.     Parlia- 
mentary Papers,  Session  of  1831,  No.  334. 

Acts  of  Parliament  respecting  Gaols,  4  Geo.  4,  0.  64 ;  6  Geo.  4,  c.  85 ;  10  Geo.  4,  c.  54  ; 
5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  38. 

Lord  Glenelg's  Circular  Despatch,  respecting  Gaols,  5  July  1837. 

Lord  Glenelg's  Despatch  to  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  No.  100,  of  31  May  1837. 

Five  Gaol  Reports  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Reports  of  Inspectors  of  Prisons. 

Mr.  Crawford's  Report  on  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States. 
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INVESTIGATION  by  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  Case  of 
James  Williams,  and  other  Apprenticed  Labourers. 


— N0.45.— 

(No.  110.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b. 

No.  45.  Sir,  Downing-street,  28  June  1837. 

Pamphlet  printed  in  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  copies  of  a  pamphlet 
Sir  Liouel  Smith's  which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands,  entitled,  "  A  Narrative  of  Events  since  the 
in  No^v.  1837  ^^^  ^^  August  1834,  by  James  Williams,  an  Apprenticed  Labourer  in  Jamaica." 

page  147.       '  Ii^  adopting  this  course,  you  will  not  ascribe  to  me  an  implicit  assent  to  the 

truth  of  the  allegations  contained  in  this  pamphlet.  On  the  contrary,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  express  considerable  distrust  of  a  statement  of  this  nature,  put  into 
public  circulation  at  a  distance  from  the  spot  where  the  facts  are  alleged  to  have 
occurred,,  and  with  respect  to  which  no  opportunity  has  been  aflTorded  for  inquiry 
or  investigation.  It  is  but  just,  however,  to  the  various  public  officers  whose 
conduct  is  thus  publicly  impugned,  that  they  should  be  allowed  an  opportunity 
of  oflfering  any  explanation  of  the  facts  alleged  against  them.  Nor  is  it  less  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  institute  a  strict  inquiry  into  such  of  the  circum- 
stances as  are  alleged  with  sufficient  accuracy  and  distinctness  to  allow  of  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  imme- 
diately  take  such  measures  for  this  purpose  as  appear  to  you  practicable,  and 
that  you  will  report  to  me  the  result  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  the  cruelties  stated  to  be  of  common  occurrence  in  St.  Ann's 
workhouse,  you  will  have  little  difficulty  in  ascertaining  whether  such  practices 
have  really  prevailed  there.  Should  you  find  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact,  you 
will  not  be  deterred,  by  the  result  of  legal  proceedings  in  other  instances,  from 
taking  the  necessary  steps  for  bringing  the  delinquents  to  justice. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.46.— 

(No.  167.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg.. 

No>  46.  My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  25  August  1837. 

On  the  9th  instant  I  had  the  honoiu*  of  receiving  yoiu*  Lordship's  despatch, 
No.  110,  dated  28th  June  1837,  enclosing  copies  of  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  "  A  Nar- 
rative of  Events  since  the  1st  August  1834,  by  James  WiUiams,  an  Apprenticed 
Labourer  in  Jamaica." 

No  one  can  feel  the  importance  of  having  this  subject  fully  investigated  more 
than  I  do.  It  is  due  to  myself,  and  the  governors  before  me  ;  it  is  due  to  the 
accused,  and  it  is  due  to  the  great  body  of  proprietors,  that  such  alleged  atrocious 
abuses  should  be  proved,  or  their  fallacy  exposed. 

My  Lord,  no  man  of  any  experience,  in  the  present  state  of  the  late  slave 
colonies  would  attempt  to  deny  that  many  abuses  do  exist.  We  have  here 
upwards  of  300,000  apprentices,  with  only  a  weekly  conununication  through  the 
island.  It  is  impossible  to  control  the  various  tempers  and  dispositions  of  all  tlie 
persons  put  in  charge  of  this  mass  of  human  beings.  In  the  case  of  absentees*  pro- 
perties, low,  uneducated  and  violent  overseers  become  their  masters,  and  a  great 
deal  of  ill  treatment,  not  punishable  by  the  law,  is  frequently  resorted  to.  These 
people's  interests  are  all  for  the  present,  and  they  are  reckless  of  the  future  ;  but 
I  owe  it  to  myself,  and  to  the  magistrates  generally,  to  declare,  that  whenever 
oppression  is  brought  to  Ught,  all  the  power  of  the  law  is  appUed  to  redress  and 
punishment.  The  governor  or  magistrate  who  would  shrink  from  this  duty  ought 
instantly  to  be  dismissed. 

I  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES.  141 

I  have  now  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  my  opinion  how  this  inquiry  should  be  JAMAICA- 
set  on  foot.  It  is  most  important  it  should  be  completed  before  the  new  House 
of  Assembly  meets  ;  I  propose  issuing  a  commission  to  one  special  justice  and 
one  local  magistrate,  under  instructions  founded  on  the  '*  Narrative,"  to  repair  to 
the  different  places  where  abuses  were  stated  to  have  been  committed,  and  take 
depositions  of  all  the  facts  to  be  found.  In  the  person  of  Mr.  Special  Justice 
Daughtrey,  I  have  an  officer  of  a  high  sense  of  honour,  great  inteUigence,  research 
and  dihgence  ;  though  he  is  said  by  some  to  be  in  correspondence  with  the  Anti- 
slavery  Society  ;  he  is  universally  respected  by  the  planters  ;  I  have  never  had  an 
accusation  against  him  ;  and  the  apprentices  in  his  district  are  as  happy  as  the 
peasantry  of  any  free  country.  This  gentleman  I  immediately  selected  to  conduct 
this  important  inquiry.  His  associate,  as  a  general  magistrate,  will  be  Mr.  George 
Gordon,  of  St.  James's,  a  gentleman  of  high  character  ;  but  I  am  not  siu-e  if  I  shadl 
prevail  upon  him  to  undertake  the  office. 

I  hope  yoiu"  Lordship  may  approve  of  this  course.  If  these  gentlemen  under- 
take it,  their  characters  will  guarantee  the  integrity  of  their  report.  There  is, 
however,  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  unavoidable  expenses  which  such  a  com- 
mission must  occasion,  and  for  which  your  Lordship's  instruction  makes  no  pro- 
vision. I  have  nothing  in  my  power,  and  all  I  shall  promise  will  be  my  strong 
recommendation  to  your  Lordship,  that  they  should,  at  least,  be  compensated  for 
their  expenses,  if  they  could  not  be  remunerated  for  their  labour. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


_No.  47.— 
(No.  165.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b. 

Su-,  Dowmng-street,  13  October  1837.  No.  47. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch,  No.  167,  of  the  25th  of 
August,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June,  No.  110, 
in  which  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  pamphlet  of  James  WiUiams,  an  apprenticed  labourer 
in  Jamaica ;  and  I  have  to  convey  to  you  my  approval  of  the  mode  in  which  you 
have  determined  on  conducting  the  inquiries  into  the  transactions  to  which  the 
pamphlet  refers. 

The  opinion  which  I  have  formed  of  Mr.  Daughtrey,  from  his  reports  which 
have  been  successively  brought  under  my  notice,  leaves  no  doubt  whatever  in  my 
mind  that  the  selecticm  of  that  gentleman  is  wholly  unexceptionable,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  place  entire  confidence  in  your  judgment  as  it  respects  Mr. 
Gordon. 

"With  regard  to  your  recommendation,  that  these  gentlemen  should  be  com- 
pensated for  any  outlay  which  their  commission  may  occasion,  I  can  only  at  pre- 
sent state,  that  it  would  be  most  unreasonable  to  subject  them  to  any  expense  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duty  intrusted  to  them ;  and  that  I  shall  be  ready  to  consider 
the  question,  when  I  shall  be  in  possession  of  their  report,  and  a  statement  of  the 
expenses  which  they  may  have  incurred. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


_No.  48.— 
(No.  200.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Su-  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  2  November  1837.  No.  48. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  commissioners  of  inquiry  on  the 
case  of  James  WiUiams  have  closed  their  proceedings,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the 
whole  barbarous  case  of  that  individual  is  fiilly  proved  and  confirmed. 

The  proceedings  at  large  are  copying  for  your  Lordship  and  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  will  be  my  duty  to  suspend  Mr.  RawUnson  from  his  office  of  special  magistrate, 
which  I  shall  also  fully  report  upon  by  the  next  packet. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 
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(No.  2,0.)  -No.  49.- 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  13  November  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  your  LordsWp  "  Minutes  of  Proceedings"  under 
a  commission  which  I  appointed  to  investigate  certain  complaints  set  forth  in 
"  A  Narrative  of  Events  since  the  1st  August  1834,  by  James  Williams,  an 
Apprenticed  Labourer  in  Jamaica,"  agreeably  to  your  Lordship's  instructions 
communicated  to  me  in  your  letter,  No.  110,  dated  28th  June  1837. 

I  beg  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  suspended  Mr.  Rawlinson  from 
his  functions  as  a  special  magistrate,  not  only  for  his  conduct  to  James  Williams, 
which  had  been  previously  reported  to  your  Lordship's  office  by  Lord  SUgo,  but 
for  similar  unjustifiable  proceedings  towards  apprentices  of  other  estates  in  his 
district,  investigated  by  the  same  commissioners,  and  which  will  be  transmitted 
by  this  packet  in  supplemental  reports ;  and  I  have  further  called  upon  the 
Attorney-general  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  most  effectual  for 
bringing  parties  to  justice,  who  may  be  considered  guilty  of  the  various  offences 
exposed  by  this  investigation. 

I  return  your  Lordship  one  copy  of  the  Narrative,  numbering  off  the 
various  complaints  of  James  Williams,  that  your  Lordship  may  understand  the 
order  in  which  the  inquiry  proceeded. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship,  I  have  issued  most  positive  orders  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  abuse  of  tread-mill  punishments  ;  and  your  Lordship  will  see,  by  my 
circular  to  all  magistrates,  that  I  had  regulated  that  punishment  with  due  regard 
to  moderation  and  safety.  I  hope  to  get  these  regulations  passed  into  a  general 
law  during  the  present  session.  T  h  ve  &c 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 
p.  s. — ^The  report  of  the  commission  on  James  Williams's   case  has   been 
called  for  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  will  of  course  be  furnished. — L.  S. 


Enclosure   1,  in  No.  49. 

(No.  818.)  Circular  to  Custodes. 

Sir^  The  King's  House,  16  May  1837. 

The  Goveraor  being  strongrly  impressed  with  the  expediency  of  establishing,  in  all  the 
houses  of  correction,  one  uniform  system  of  tread-mill  punishment,  I  am  directed  to  recom- 
mend, for  the  adoption  of  the  magistrates  of  the  parish  of  ,  under  the 
4th  clause  of  the  Act  5  Will.  4,  c.  8,  the  following  rules  :  1st.  That  no  prisoner  be  worked 
on  the  tread-mill  for  a  longer  period  than  10  minutes  at  one  spell,  and  that  there  be  intervals 
of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  between  each  spell,  besides  the  usual  allowance  of  time  for 
breakfast  and  dinner. 

2d.  That  all  tread-mill  punishments  be  divided  into  classes  ;  the  first  class  spell  to  be  of 
10  minutes'  duration  ;  the  second  of  eight  minutes,  and  the  third  of  five  minutes. 

3d.  That  no  female  quick  with  child  be  subjected  to  punishments  on  the  tread-mill ;  no 
child  under  14  years,  and  no  aged  person  above  60  years  old. 

4th.  That  the  supervisor  of  the  house  of  correction  be  required  to  keep  a  record  of  tread- 
mill punishments,  according  to  the  following  form  : 


Name  and  Quality 
of  Offender, 

whether 

A  pprentice  or 

otherwise. 


By  whom 
Eni|iloyed» 

if  an 
Apprentice. 


By  whom 
Committed. 


Offence. 


Punifthmcnt 

bwnrded, 

and 

in  what  Class 
worked. 


Date 

of 

Commitment. 


When 
Discharged. 


Remarks. 


5th.  That  the  medical  attendant  have  the  power  of  directing  the  removal  of  a  prisoner 
from  one  class  of  punishment  to  another  less  severe,  if  he  shall  see  cause  to  do  so,  on  account 
of  the  sickness  or  mfirmity  of  the  prisoner. 

6th.  His  Excellency  feels  confident  that  the  Legislature  will  embody  these  regulations 
into  a  law  in  their  next  sessions  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  anxiously  trusts  that  the  magis- 
trates will  give  effect  to  them  in  their  several  parishes.  j  j^^^^  ^^ 

(signed)  C.  H.  Darling, 


(True  copy) 
S.  JR,  Warren,  Secretary. 


Secretary. 
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Enclosure  2,  in  No.  49.  JAMAICA. 

Falmouth,  23  October  1837.        End.  2,  in  No.  49. 

The  commissioners  in  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  intrust  to  them,  having  taken  the  fiillest  evidence  they  could  obtain  upon  the  several 
subjects  which  the  investigation  was  designed  to  embrace,  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit, 
for  your  Excellency's  information,  an  authentic  copy  of  their  entire  proceedings. 

In  reporting  upon  the  general  results  of  this  extended  inquiry,  it  has  become  the  duly  of 
the  commissioners  to  state,  that  the  allegations  of  James  Williams's  narrative  have  received 
few  and  inconsiderable  contradictions,  whilst  every  material  fact  has  been  supported  and 
corroborated  by  an  almost  unbroken  chain  of  convincing  testimony. 

Such  being  the  conclusion  of  the  commissioners  with  respect  to  the  narrative,  it  can  scarcely 
be  necessary  for  them  to  add,  that  the  abolition  law  has  not  been  properly  administered  in 
some  parts  of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's;  that  the  house  of  correction  of  that  parish  was,  until 
recentiVj.  a  place  of  licentiousness  and  cruelty  ;  and  that  the  tread-mill  has  been  from  the 
time  ot  its  erection,  and  still  is,  an  instrument  rather  of  torture  than  of  just  and  salutary 
punishment. 

Upon  these  topics  the  commissioners  have  thought  it  right  to  report  specifically ;  but  with 
reference  to  others,  of  no  less  interest,  they  leave  the  evidence  to  speak  tor  itself;  persuaded 
that  the  whole  detail  will  be  found  important  enough  to  command  your  Excellency's  imme- 
diate attention.  (signed)  Geo.  Gordon,  j.  p.,  St.  James's. 

John  Daughtrey,  s.  m. 
(True  copy)        S.  JR.  Warren,  Secretary. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  Governor. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  49. 
Sh-,  St.  James's,  23  October  1837.        End.  3,  in  No.  49. 

There  being  no  explanation  or  defensive  statement  of  Mr.  Special  Justice  Rawlinson 
among  oui-proceedings,  we  think  it  but  just  to  mention,  for  his  Excellency's  information, 
that  Mr.  Rawlinson  appeared  a  day  or  two  before  our  business  there  was  brought  to  a 
close,  and  had  free  access  to  the  evidence  and  other  documents  ;  he,  however,  expressed  no 
wish  to  offer  any  statements  in  his  own  behalf,  alleging  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  do  so. 
A  rough  copy  of  the  minutes  is  left  at  Falmouth  lor  his  use,  and  he  will  probably  forward 
some  explanations  direct  to  the  King's  House  on  such  parts  of  his  official  conduct  as  he  may 
deem  most  to  require  them.  ^^  ^^^  g^^^ 

(True  copy)         S.  R.  Warren,  Secretary.  (signed)         George  Gordon. 

John  Daughtrejf. 
S.  R.  Warren,  Esq. 

Enclosure  4,  in  No.  49. 

Sir,  Glasgow  Estate,  St.  James's,  23  October  1837.         End.  4,  in  No.  49. 

The  whole  proceedings  under  our  commission  having  been  this  morning  despatched  from 
Falmouth  to  tne  King's  House  by  a  special  messenger,  your  communication  of  the  20th 
inst.,  enclosing  to  us  a  protest  of  Mr.  Senior's,  with  respect  to  these  proceedings,  has  just 
met  us  at  this  place,  Mr.  Gordon's  residence,  Mr.  Daughtrey  being  on  his  way  to  St. 
Elizabeth's. 

We  herewith  transmit  to  you  our  replies  to  the  series  of  objections  ui^ed  by  Mr.  Senior, 
and  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c.  (signed)         George  Gordon. 

John  Daughtrey. 

P.  S. — The  enclosures  transmitted  to  us  are  now  returned,  as  well  as  some  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Senior  and  ourselves,  which  will  throw  some  light  on  the  manner  in  wnich  that 
gentleman  has  been  affected  by  this  inquiry,  and  on  the  nature  of  the  defence  he  has  adopted. 

(signed)         George  Gordon. 
(True  copy)         S.  B.  Warren.  John  Daughtrey. 

S.  R.  Warren,  Esq. 

Sir,  Penshurst,  Runaway  Bay,  17  October  1837. 

You  may  recollect  that  I  called  on  you  more  than  once  in  the  last  week  of  September, 
and  requested  you  would  inform  the  Governor  that  I  wished  to  see  him,  on  the  subject  of 
the  investigation  then  going  on  in  St.  Ann's.  My  request  not  having  been  complied 
with,  I  now  enclose  a  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners,  which  1  con- 
sider to  have  been  illegal  and  unjust. 

A  copy  of  my  protest,  and  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  which  came  under  my  notice, 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  agent  for  Jamaica,  to  be  laid  before  Lord  Glenelg  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons.  j  j^^^y^  ^^ 

(True  copy)         S.  R.  Warren.  (signed)         G.  W.  Senior. 

S.  R.  Warren,  Esq. 
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JAMAICA.  .  Protest  of  Mr.  Senior. 

1  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor  to 
inquire  into  certain  abuses  in  the  administration  of  justice,  &c.  &c. 

1.  Because  I  did  not  receive  sufficient  timely  notice  to  attend. 

2.  Because  the  commissioners  allowed  Clarke  and  Dexter,  two  Baptist  missionaries,  to  be 
associated  with  them,  with  a  secretary  to  take  down  all  the  proceedings. 

3.  Because  the  above-named  Baptist  missionaries  were  permitted  by  the  commissioners 
to  interfere  in  the  proceedings,  to  ask  questions  of  the  witnesses,  and  to  behave  in  the  most 
indecorous  manner. 

4.  Because  I  was  deprived  of  the  labour  of  a  number  of  my  apprentices  for  several  days, 
by  their  being  ordered  to  attend  at  Brown's  Town,  instead  of  the  inquiry  being  made  on  me 
spot,  where  all  the  ends  of  justice  might  have  been  obtained  much  more  fully  than  at 
Brown's  Town. 

5.  Because  many  of  my  apprentices  (who  are  notoriously  the  worst  disposed  in  the  island) 
were  examined  in  my  absence,  and,  not  having  received  a  copy  of  their  evidence,  I  have  not 
had  it  in  my  power  to  refute  any  falsehoods  they  may  have  told  to  ray  prejudice. 

6.  Because  I  claim  that  right  which  is  conceded  even  to  the  greatest  criminal,  of  knowmg 
of  what  I  am  accused,  and  an  opportunity  of  clearing  myself  from  any  unjust  accusations. 

(True  copy)        S.  R.  Warren. 


See  Note  in  reply, 
19  September. 


See  his  Note  in 

reply, 

22  September. 


Messrs.  Gordon  and  Daughtrey*s  Answer  to  the  Protest  of  Mr.  Senior. 

1.  The  commissioners  were  not  aware  that  Mr.  Senior  had  received  no  official  notice  of 
the  intended  inquiries.  Their  first  act  at  Brown's  Town  was  to  apprize  him  of  the  object  rf 
their  visit,  and  to  request  his  attendance  on  the  next  day. 

2.  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Dexter  were  no  more  associated  with  the  commissioner  than  any 
other  person  who  chose  to  attend  their  court,  the  proceedings  of  which  were  public.  The 
person  designated  as  the  secretary  of  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Dexter  is  connected  with  the  press^ 
and,  having  been  permitted  to  take  notes  of  the  evidence,  was  observed  to  report  so  aocur- 
rately  and  expeditiously  that  the  commissioners  subsequently  employed  him  for  that  purpose 
on  their  own  account.  The  courtesy  of  his  behaviour  to  all,  and  the  exactness  with  which 
he  recorded  the  evidence,  were  the  theme  of  general  commendation. 

3.  The  statements  under  this  head  have  scarcely  a  semblance  of  truth.  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  Dexter  were  not  pennitted  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  nor  evinced 
the  least  wish  to  do  so.  In  common  with  others  who  attended  the  inquiry,  they  were 
allowed  to  submit  questions  to  the  court,  to  be  put  if  approved ;  a  courtesy,  however,  of  which 
they  rarely  availed  themselves.  Justice  to  these  gentlemen  requires  it  to  be  observed,  that 
so  far  from  having  "  behaved  in  a  most  indecorous  manner,"  nothing  could  be  more  correct 
and  inoffensive  than  their  whole  demeanour  during  the  few  days  which  they  attended  the 
sittings  of  the  court.  The  commissioners  were  engaged  in  the  inquiry  at  Brown's  Town 
12  days;  Mr.  Clarke  was  present  only  on  five  of  these  days;  Mr.  Dexter  continued  his 
attendance  somewhat  longer. 

4.  In  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  the  investigation  relating  to  the  Penshurst  people 
could  not  have  been  made  with  equal  advantage  to  the  ends  of  justice  at  Mr.  Senior's  resi- 
dence. Mr.  Senior  offered  no  objection  of  this  nature  at  the  time,  but  readily  met  the  request 
of  the  commissioners  for  the  attendance  at  Brown's  Town  of  the  people  whose  evidence  was 
required. 

6.  If  any  of  Mr.  Senior's  apprentices  were  examined  in  his  absence,  it  was  because  he 
did  not  always  choose  to  be  present,  and  not  from  any  wish  of  the  commissioners  that  such 
should  be  the  case ;  on  the  contrary,  they  requested  and  recommended  his  attendance ;  and 
in  one  instance,  where  evidence  had.  been  adduced  in  his  absence  of  a  decidedly  criminatory 
character,  they  sent  to  Penshurst  to  apprize  him  of  it,  in  order  that  he  might  have  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  explaining  or  refuting  it.  Mr.  Senior  always  knew  when  €my  of  his  people 
were  in  attendance  for  examination.  On  his  re-appearance  in  the  court  on  Saturday,  the 
2^d  September,  at  the  close  of  the  direct  Penshurst  mquiry,  the  minutes  of  proceedings  were 
placed  in  his  hands  for  perusal,  or  to  be  copied,  had  such  been  his  wish,  with  a  distinct 
intimation  that  any  statement  he  might  wish  to  make  should  go  forth  with  the  rest  of  the 
evidence. 

6.  The  answer  which  the  commissioners  have  given  to  the  preceding  head  of  the  protest 
makes  it  almost  unnecessary  to  offer  any  remark  upon  this.  It  will  have  been  seen  that 
Mr.  Senior  had  every  advantage  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  afford 
him  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  allegations  against  him,  and  of  adducing  counter 
evidence.  The  commissioners  will  further  express  their  belief  that  Mr.  Senior  was  not  m 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  these  allegations.  On  the  visit  they  made  to  Penshurst,  at  the 
termination  of  the  Brown's  Town  portion  of  the  inquiry,  they  again  informed  both  Mr.  Senior 
and  Miss  Senior,  that  if  they  had  affidavits  to  present  on  any  points  they  might  wish  to  depose 
to,  such  affidavits  would  be  received  and  incorporated  with  their  proceedings.  Affidavits 
from  both  were  subsequently  transmitted  to  the  commissioners,  and  have  been  introduced 
accordingly, 

(signed)         Geo.  Gordon, 

St.  James's,  23  October  1837.  John  Daughtrey. 

(True  copy)        S.  R.  Warren. 
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Gentiemen,  Penshurst,  19  September  1887.  JAMAICA. 

TflOUQH  not  very  convenient  tome,  I  will  call  on  you  to-morrow  about  nine  o'clock, 

I  have.  Sec. 
(True  copy)        S.R.Warren.  (signed)        G.W.  Senior. 

To  George  Gordon  and  John  Daughtrey,  Esqrs. 
Brown's  Town. 


Gentlemen,  Penshurst,  32  September  1837. 

I  CAN  have  no  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  information  you  may  have  received  from  Peter 
William  Atkinson ;  but  as  it  is  too  late  to  come  over  to-day,  I  will  call  on  you  early 
to-morrow. 

I  am,  kc. 

(True  copy)        S.R.Warren.  (signed)         G.W.  Senior. 

To  George  Gordon  and  John  Daughtrey,  Esqrs. 
Brown's  Town. 


Gentlemen,  Pen8hurst,Runaway  Bay,  14  Oct  1837. 

I  wRNT  to  St.  Ann's  Bay,  on  Tuesday  the  10th,  agreeably  to  your  own  appointment,  and 
was  much  surprised  to  find  that  you  had  left  the  parish.  I  now  enclose  three  affidavits,* 
which  I  hope  you  will  attach  to  the  proceedings.  As  you  have  not  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  refuting  any  falsehoods  which  the  Penshurst  people  might  have  told  in  my  absence,  and 
without  which  the  investigation  cannot  be  completed  with  that  fairness  and  justice  which  is 
due  to  every  one,  1  shall  prepare  a  fall  narrative  of  the  proceedings  at  which  I  was  present^ 
to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  Assembly  and  before  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

If  William  Dalling  could  tell  such  falsehoods  when  I  was  present,  I  have  a  right  to  expect 
others  would  not  be  very  scrupulous  what  they  said  in  my  absence ;  I  shall  protest  against 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  and,  though  my  objection  may  have  no  weight  here,  I  am 
satisfied,  from  my  knowledge  of  Lord  Glenelg,  that  he  will  give  a  fair  hearings  to  my 
representations. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)        G.  W.  Senior. 

To  George  Gordon  and  John  Daughtrey,  Esqrs. 


Sir,  Falmouth,  17  October  1837. 

Wr  have  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  enclosing  two  affidavits,  one  from 
Miss  Senior,  the  other  from  yourself.  These  are  now  appended  to  the  body  of  the  evidence. 
That  any  such  error  should  have  arisen,  with  regard  to  the  appointment  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  as 
to  cause  you  a  fruitless  journey,  we  much  regret.  You  must,  however,  permit  us  to  say,  lliat 
the  error  was  not  ours,  as  you  have  somewhat  inconsiderately  alleged,  but  your  own;  Tuesday 
was,  indeed,  named  as  a  day  when  we  thought  public  business  would  probably  draw  you  to 
the  Bay  (and  at  that  time  we  were  certainly  under  an  impression  that  our  inquiry  would 
scarcely  be  concluded  on  an  earlier  day) ;  but  you  mentioned  Saturday  as  more  convenient  to 
yourself,  and  it  was  so  fixed  accordingly.  Your  next  allegation,  that  we  have  "  not  eiven 
you  an  opportunity  of  refuting  any  falsehoods  which  the  Penshurst  people  might  have  told  in 
your  absence,"  is  much  more  serious,  and  strikes  us  almost  with  surprise. 

Were  you  not  made  aware,  the  instant  we  arrived  at  Brown's  Town,  of  the  nature  and 
audiority  of  our  commission  ? 

Were  you  not  informed,  in  the  most  respectful  and  even  courteous  manner,  that  every 
possible  opportunity  would  be  afforded  ^ou  for  explaining  or  refuting  the  various  charges 
comprised  m  the  narrative  of  James  Williams,  or  any  other  charge  that  might  happen  to  be 
adduced  in  the  course  of  our  investigation  ? 

Whenever  you  did  attend  on  our  court,  were  not  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  which  had 
been  taken  in  your  absence  accessible  to  you  in  the  most  unrestricted  manner,  and  even 
urged  upon  your  attention  ? 

Did  we  not,  in  one  instance,  when  allegations  were  made  in  your  absence  which  appeared 
to  us  more  serious  than  the  rest,  send  for  you,  that  you  might  be  immediately  aware  of  their 
nature,  and  be  thus  furnished  with  every  advantage  which  it  was  in  our  power  to  afibrd  you 
of  refuting  them  ? 

'  Whatever  may  therefore  be  the  difficulties  of  your  position,  they  have  assuredly  not  been 
ilicreased  by  our  conduct  towards  you. 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Geo.  Gordon^       1    _^ 

*  Commissioneri. 


John  Daughtrey^ 


.} 


(True  copies)        5.  R.  Warren. 


*  The  affidavits  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Minutes  of  Proceedin|;8. 
154.  T 
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Enclosure  6,  in  No.  49. 

MINUTES  of  Proceedings  at  BrowrC$  Towuj  St.  AnrCsy  under  CommisBion  from 
his  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  Governor  of  Jamaica,  directed  to  George  Gordon^ 
Esq.y  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Parish  of  St.  James,  and  Proprietor  of  Moor 
Park  Estate,  in  the  said  Parish,  and  John  Daughtreyj  Esq.,  Special  Magistrate, 
St.  Elizabeth. 

Wednesday,  20  September  1837. 
The  commissioners  commenced  their  sittings  at  this  place  by  directing  that  the  commis- 
sion from  which  their  authority  is  derived,  and  the  letter  of  instructions  which  accompanied 
it,  should  be  read  in  open  court ;  they,  at  the  same  time,  announced  that  their  proceedings 
would  be  public. 


Copy  of  the  Commission. 
Jamaica  ss. 
Victoria,  by  the  Gbuce  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
Queen,  and  of  Jamaica  Supreme  Lady,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

To  Our  trusty  and  well-beloved  subjects,   John   Daughtrey,   Esquire,  and  George 
Gordon,  Esquire,  greeting : 

Whereas  We  have  thought  it  expedient,  for  divers  good  causes  and  considerations  ufl 
thereunto  moving,  that  an  inquiry  should  forthwith  be  made  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  for  promoting  the  industry 
of  the  manumitted  slaves  in  this  our  island,  but  particularly  with  respect  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  said  law  in  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's,  touching  the  nature  and  truth  of  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  pamphlet  of  James  Williams,  late  an  apprentice  to  G.  W.  Senior, 
Esq.,  with  the  narrative  of  events  contained  in  the  said  pamphlet,  as  having  taken  place 
in  tne  said  parish  of  St.  Ann's  : 

Know  ye,  that  We,  reposing  great  trust  and  confidence  in  your  fideUty,  discretion  and 
integrity,  have  authorized  and  appointed,  and  do  by  these  presents  authorize  and  appoint 
you,  the  said  John  Daughtrey  and  George  Gordon,  to  make  a  diligent  inquiry  whether  any 
and  what  part  of  the  said  law  hath  not  been  faithfully  administered  by  the  justices  who 
then  held  and  who  are  now  holding  special  commissions  in  the  said  parish,  and  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  said  pamphlet  of  James  Williams ;  and  for  the 
better  discovering  of  the  truth  in  the  premises.  We  do,  by  these  presents,  give  and  erant 
to  you,  as  special  Justices  of  the  peace  in  and  over  this  island  of  Jamaica,  and  as  local 
magistrates,  according  to  the  authority  of  your  commissions  respectiveljr,  full  power  and 
authority  to  call  before  you,  or  any  one  of  you,  all  persons,  being  apprenticed  labourers  or 
free  persons,  as  you  may  judge  necessary,  by  whom  you  may  be  oetter  informed  of  the 
truth  in  the  premises,  and  to  mquire  of  the  premises,  and  every  part  thereof,  by  oath,  and 
all  other  lawful  ways  and  means  whatsoever ;  and  you  will  certify  to  Us  your  proceedings, 
when  the  same  have  been  completed  and  perfected.  Witness  his  Excellency  Sir  Lionel 
Smith,  Knight  Commander  of  the  most  honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  Order,  Lieutenant-general  in  Her  Majesty's 
Land  Forces,  and  Colonel  of  the  40th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Captain-general  and  Govemor- 
in-chief  and  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  and  over  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  and  the  Territories 
thereon  depending  in  America,  Chancellor  Ordinary  and  Vice-admiral  of  the  same  at 
St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  the  eighth  day  of  September,  and  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign  Queen  Victoria,  annoque  Domini  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

Lionel  Smith. 
(True  copy)        S,  R.  Warren^  Secretary. 


Copy  of  the  Letter  of  Instructions. 

The  King's  House,  Spanish  Town, 
Gentlemen,  9  September  1837* 

As  you  have  kindly  consented  to  be  associated  as  joint-commissioners,  to  investigate  and 
report  on  certain  abuses  in  the  administration  of  justice  towards  the  apprenticed  labourers, 
represented  in  a  pamphlet,  stated  to  be  "  A  Narrative  of  Events  since  the  1st  August  1B34, 
by  James  Williams,  an  Apprenticed  Labourer  in  Jamaica,"  I  now  do  myself  the  nonour  to 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  despatch,  calling  for  inquiry,  together  with 
the  pamphlet  itself. 

I  have  to  request  that,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  you  will  proceed  to  the  different 
places  in  which  the  abuses  complained  of  are  said  to  have  occurred,  and  there,  by  deposi- 
tions of  parties  cognizant  of  tne  different  transactions,  you  will  probabljr  be  able  to  sub- 
stantiate or  refute  the  various  allegations  against  either  the  public  authorities  or  accused 
individuals. 

I  need 
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•    I  need  not  impress  upon  two  gentlemen  distinguished  in  society  by  upright  principles,        JAMAICA, 
that  it  is  no  less  aue  to  the  cause  of  justice  than  to  the  credit  of  the  colony  at  large,  that  — ^ 

you  should  carefully  search  for  and  faithfully  declare  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  me  to  reflect,  that  your  honourable  characters 
will  guarantee  this  object  to  the  satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  well  as  the 
people  of  Jamaica. 

In  examining  into  the  different  allegations  stated  in  the  pamphlet,  you  will  probably  find 
it  convenient  to  number  each  case  in  the  order  in  which  they  occur,  and  may  require  to  be 
inquired  into ;  and  to  aid  your  inquiry  as  regards  the  accusations  against  Mr.  Special  Justice 
Rawlinson,  I  transmit  copies  of  his  diary,  and  the  entries  of  his  notice  of  ^^  James  Wil- 
liams's'' offences. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  49. 


NARRATIVE  of  Events  since  the  1st  of  August  1834,  by  James  Williams, 
an  Apprenticed  Labourer  in  Jamaica. 

Advertisement. 

The  following  narrative  of  James  Williams  has  been  carefully  taken  down  from  his  lips.  Eocl.  6,  in  No.  43. 
It  was  deemed  better  to  preserve  his  own  peculiar  style,  rather  tnan  by  any  attempt  at  revi- 
sion to  endanger  the  self-evident  proof  of  fideUty  which  his  account  bears.  I  nave  now 
before  me  a  document  signed  by  two  free  negroes  and  six  apprentices,  all  members  of  a 
Christian  church  in  Jamaica,  in  which  they  affirm,  that  they  have  known  the  narrator  from 
his  infancy,  and  that  he  **  is  steady,  sober,  industrious,  of  good  moral  character,  and  that  his 
ward  may  be  relied  upon,'*  Their  names,  and  the  estates  to  which  they  belong,  should  be 
given,  did  I  not  know  the  consequences  which  would  probably  follow  to  themselves  from  the 
disclosure.  The  negro  apprentice,  unhappily,  is  not  in  a  situation  to  give  evidence  against 
his  master  with  impunity.  He  cannot  tell  his  tale  of  woe  without  subjecting  himself  to  the 
brutal  wrath  of  his  oppressor.  James  Williams,  however,  is  in  the  land  of  freedom,  and 
his  narrative  will  speak  for  itself.  It  is  a  revolting  picture  which  he  draws,  a  dark  assem- 
bla^  of  human  crimes,  unrelieved  by  a  single  virtue,  save  the  enduring  patience  of  the 
sufierer.  That  heart  must  be  callous  and  brutal,  the  deepest  feelings  of  which  are  not 
stirred  by  his  narrative ;  and  that  man  must  possess  a  very  partial  acquaintance  with  the 
Christian  law  of  duty,  who  does  not  rise  from  its  perusal  determined  to  exert  all  his  powers 
for  the  extinction  of  the  system  under  which  our  African  brethren  ^oan  and  bleed.  In  the 
course  of  the  investigations  instituted  on  the  spot  by  Mr.  Sturge  and  his  associate,  confirma- 
tory evidence  of  some  of  the  most  revolting  of  WiUiams's  statements  was  obtained.  The 
minutes  of  these  examinations  are  before  me ;  and  were  it  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  interests  of  the  witnesses,  they  should  be  presented  to  the  reader.  But  I  must  content 
myself  with  affirming  that  they  leave  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  and  could  leave  no  doubt  in  the 
mmd  of  any  impartied  man,  that,  horrible  as  is  the  account  which  Williams  gives,  it  is  enti- 
tled to  the  tuU  confidence  of  the  British  public. 

Thomas  Price,  d.  d. 

20' June  1837.  Hackney,  London. 


NARRATIVE,  &c. 

I  AM  about  18  years  old.  I  was  a  slave  belonging  to  Mr.  Senior  and  his  sister,  and  was 
brought  up  at  the  place  where  they  live,  called  Penshurst,  in  St.  Ann's  parish,  in  Jamaica. 

I  have  been  very  ill-ti^eated  by  Mr.  Senior  and  the  magistrates  since  the  new  law  come  in. 
Apprentices  get  a  great  deal  more  punishment  now  than  they  did  when  they  was  slaves ;  the 
master  take  BpitCi  and  do  all  he  can  to  hurt  them  before  the  free  come ;  I  have  heard  my 
master  say,  "Those  English  devils  say  we  to  be  free,  but  if  we  is  to  free,  he  will  pretty  well 
weaken  we,  before  the  six  and  the  four  years  done ;  we  shall  be  no  use  to  ourselves  after- 
waids." 

Apprentices  a  great  deal  worse  off  for  provision  than  beforetime ;  magistrate  take  away 
their  day,  and  give  to  the  property ;  massa  give  we  no  salt  allowance,  and  no  allowance  at 
Christmas ;  since  the  new  law  begin,  he  only  give  them  two  mackarel,  that  was  one  time 
when  them  going  out  to  job. 

When  I  was  a  slave,  I  never  flogged;  I  sometimes  was  switched,  but  not  badly;  but 
since  the  new  law  b^in,  I  have  been  flogged  seven  times,  and  put  in  the  house  of  correc- 
tion four  times. 

Soon  after  1st  August,  massa  tried  to  get  me  and  many  others  punished ;  he  brought  us 
up  before  Dr.  Palmer,  but  none  of  us  been  doing  nothing  wrong,  and  magistrate  give  we 
right. 

^After  that,  Mr.  Senior  sent  me  with  letter  to  Captain  Connor,  to  get  punished,  but  magis- 
trate send  me  back,  he  would  not  punish  me  till  he  try  me ;  when  I  carry  letter  back  to 
massa,  he  surprise  to  see  me  come  back,  he  been  expect  Captain  Connor  would  put  me  ia 
workhouse.  Captain  Connor  did  not  come  to  Penshurst ;  he  left  the  parish.  Massa  didn't 
tell  me  what  charge  he  have  against  me. 

154.  t:^  When 
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fAN^vA-  When  Dt.  Thompeon  come  t6  the  parish^  him  call  one  Thursday,  and  said  he  would 

»J    ^  come  back  next  Thursday,  and  hold  court  Friday  morning.    He  come  Thursday  aflteraocm, 

.and  get  dinner,  and  sleep  at  Penshurst,  and  after  brealdast  all  we  apprentices  called  up. 
Massa  try  eight  of  we,  and  Dr.  Thompson  flog  every  one ;  there  was  five  man  and  three 
hoy»;  them  flog  the  boys  with  switches,  but  the  men  flog  with  the  cat  One  of  the 
men  vras  the  old  driver,  Edward  Lawrence ;  massa  say  he  did  not  make  the  people  take  in 

K'mento  crop  dean;  he  is  quite  old— head  quite  white— havn't  got  one  black  hair  in  it, 
it  Dr.  Thompson  ordered  him  to  be  flogged;  not  one  of  the  people  been  doing  any 
ihiu^  wrong ;  all  flog  for  trifling  foolish  thing,  just  to  please  the  massa. 

No.  %  ;    When'  them  try  me,  massa  said,  that  one  Friday  i  was  going  all  round  the  bouse  witk 

big  stone  in  my  hand,  looking  for  htm  and  his  sister  to  knock  them  down.  I  was  mendinp^ 
stone  wall  round  the  house  by  massa's  order;  I  was  only  a  half^own  boy  that  time.  I  toM 
magistriie  I  never  do  such  thing,  and  ofier  to  bring  evida[ice  about  it ;  he  refuse  to  hear  me 
or  my  wkness;  would  not  let  me  speak;  he  sentence  me  to  get  39  lashes;  ei^ht  policemen 
was  present,  but  ms^strate  make  constable  flog  at  first;  them  flog  the  old  driver  first,  and 
me  next ;  my  bfiwk  dl  cut  up  and  cover  with  blood— could  not  put  on  my  shirt — but  massa 
say,  constable  not  flogging  half  hard  enough,  that  my  back  not  cut  at  all ;  then  the  magis- 
trate n^ke  one  of  the  police  take  the  cat  to  flog  the  other  tliree  men,  and  him  flog  most 
unmerciful.  It  was  Henry  James,  Thomas  Brown  and  Adam  Brown  that  the  police  flog. 
HeniT  James  was  an  old  African ;  he  had  been  put  to  watch  large  corn-piece,  no  fence 
round  it,  so  the  cattle  got  in  and  eat  some  of  the  com ;  he  couldn't  help  it,  but  magis- 
trate flog  him  for  it.  After  the  flogging,  he  got  quite  sick,  and  begin  coughing  blood ;  he 
f  Hospital*  went  to  the  hot-house,*  but  got  no  attention;  them  say  him  not  sick.     He  go  to  Captain 

Dillon  to  complain  about  it ;  magistrate  give  him  paper  to  carry  to  massa,  to  warn  him  to 
court  on  Thursday :  that  day  them  go  to  Brown's  Town ;  Captain  Dillon  and  a  new  magis- 
teite,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  was  there.  Captain  Dillon  say  that  hhn  don't  think  that  Henry  Jaines^ 
was  sick ;  he  told  him  to  go  back  and  come  next  Thursday,  and  he  would  have  doctor  to 
examine  him;  the  old  man  said  he  did  not  know  whether  he  should  live  till  Thursday* 
he  walk  away,  but  before  he  get  out  of  the  town,  he  drop  down  dead ;  all  the  place 
cover  with  blood  that  he  puke  up.  He  was  quite  well  before  the  flogging,  and  always  said 
it  was  the  flogging  bring  on  the  sickness. 

No,  3.  Same  day  Henry  James  dead,  massa  carry  me  and  Adam  Brown  before  magistrate ;  he 

said  I  did  not  turn  out  sheep  till  nine  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning ;  I  told  magistrate 
tiie  sheep  was  kept  in  to  be  dressed,  and  I  was  eating  my  breakfast  before  dressing  them ; 
but  Captain  Dillon  sentence  me  and  Adam  Brown  to  lock  up  in  the  dungeon  at  Knapdale 
for  10  days  and  nights ;  place  was  cold  and  damp,  and  quite  dark — a  Bttle  bit  of  a  cell, 
hardly  big  enough  for  me  to  lie  full  length  ;  them  give  we  pint  of  water  and  two  little  coco 
or  plantamaday;  hardly  able  to  stand  up  when  we  come  out,  we  was  so  weak;  massa 
amd  misses  said  we  no  punish  half  enough ;  massa  order  we  straight  to  our  work,  and  refuse 
to  let  we  go  get  something  to  eat. 

No.  4*  The  week  after  we  let  out  of  dungeon,  Mr.  Rawlinson  come  to  Penshurst,  and  tell  some 

of  the  people  he  not  done  with  we  yet  about  the  sheep ;  we  only  put  in  dungeon  for  veaming, 
and  he  would  come  back  next  Thursday  and  try  we  again  for  it;  he  did  come  Thursday 
about  four  o'clock,  and  send  call  us ;  when  we  come,  him  and  massa  and  misses  was  at 
dinner ;  we  sent  in  to  say  we  come ;  them  said,  never  mind  till  morning.  We  know  this 
magistrate  come  to  punish  we  for  nothing,  so  we  ^o  over  to  Captain  Dillon  at  Southampton 
to  complain ;  he  write  paper  next  morning  to  police-station,  and  policeman  took  us  home. 
Mr,  Rawlinson  gone  alreaay,  and  misses  said  he  left  order  that  we  to  lock  up  every  night,  and 
keep  at  work  in  day-time,  till  he  come  back ;  but  police  say  no.  Captain  Dillon  order  that 
we  not  to  punish  till  he  try  we  himself  on  Thursday,  at  Brown's  Town ;  them  took  us 
there,  but  Captain  Dillon  did  not  come,  but  send  paper  for  the  other  ma^trate  to  try  it, 
a^  said  them  couldn't  try  us  for  the  same  thing  again ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  said  it  was  not  tJie 
same  thing;  Mr.  Senior  said,  no,  we  had  been  insolent  to  him ;  we  call  constable  to  give' 
evidence,  and  he  said  we  not  insolent ;  then  mag^trate  say  to  Mr.  Senior,  ^  You  meto 
insolence  by  manner."  Massa  answer,  ^^  Yes,  that  is  what  I  mean,  insolence  by  manner;"" 
it  was  magistrate  self  that  put  massa  up  to  say  this ;  then  the  magistrate  sentence  us  to  get 
20  lashes  a  piece,  which  was  given  in  fVont  of  court-house  by  police ;  the  punishment  wa» 
v^  severe ;  both  of  us  faint^  after  it ;  we  He  down  on  the  ground  for  an  hour  .after  )t,  not 
able  to  move ;  a  free  man  in  the  place  sent  some  rum  and  camphor  to  bring  we  round.  We ' 
went  home  that  night,  and  went  into  hospital ;  them  would  hanily  receive  us ;  we  stop  th^re 
that  night  and  Friday,  lock  up  all  day  and  night,  and  no  feeding ;  Saturday  morning  massa  ' 
turned  Dotb  of  us  out,  we  back  all  sore,  quite  raw,  and  we  not  able  to  stoop. 

No.  5,  Ten  days  after  the  flogging  at  Brown's  Town,  Mr.  Rawlinson  come  again  to  Penshurst 

on  the  Monday,  and  slept  tlxere.    Next  morning  massa  brought  me  up,  and  said  that  after 
the  last  punishment,  when  we  get  home,  I  did  not  turn  out  me  horses  and  cows  that  ni^t. 
I  told  magistrate  I  was  sick  with  the  flo^mng,  and  went  to  the  hot-house,  but  Mr.  Rawlinson  • 
order  me  25  lashes  for  it;  Mr.  Senior  stud,^'  Let  it  be  done  on  the  place ;"  magistrate  said, 
**  Yes,"  and  ordered  constable,  Wilham  Dalling,  to  do  it.    I  begged  magistrate  not  to  flog 
me  again,  as  the  other  flogging  not  well  y^t,  but  no  use,  he  wouldn't  bear  me,  but  rode.: 
away  from  the  place.    Massa  said  h^  have  no  cat,  but  he  would  find  sopie  switches  to  do  it.  : 
with ;  I  was  flogged  with  lancewood  switf^hes  upon,  the  old  flogging ;  it  tear  off  all  the  ofal 
scabs^  iind  1  not  able  to  lie  down  on  my  back  for  two  or  three  week  after ;  was  made  to  wfigikt: 
with  Q^y  tack  all  sore.  ^  i: 

Ko.  6.  About  a  month  aftex'the  last  flogging,  massa  said  to  me  one  day^  that  he  would  send  for  .1. 

magiptratei, 
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miigistrate>  and  obli^  him  to  do  his  duty,  that  all  the  gates  in  the  pasture  was  down,  and  I       JAMAICA^^ 
never  told  him,  and  uiat  I  took  up  too  much  time  to  get  in  two  turn  of  £x>d  for  the  horses ;  •^-«— 

I  said,  I  couldn't  do  more  than  t  was  doing,  I  had  too  many  things  to  do ;  first  thing  in 
the  morning  I  had  to  blow  shell,  then  to  go  to  pasture  and  get  in  milking  cow,  and  to  milk 
them ;  then  had  to  look  over  the  sheep  and  cows,  and  all  the  stock,  and  to  dress  them  that 
have  sores ;  then  to  get  them  altogether,  and  give  to  one  little  boy  to  take  them  to  pas- 
ture ;  at  nine  o'clock  go  to  breakfitutt  for  half  an  hour,  then  have  to  go  maid  gaps  in  the 
stone  wall ;  after  that  nave  to  take  two  asses  and  a  bill,  to  cut  bread-nut  food  for  the  horses ; 
had  to  climb  the  high  trees  to  cut  the  bread-nut ;  then  to  chop  it  up,  and  load  the  two 
asses^  and  take  it  home,  and  to  come  back  for  another  load ;  this  finish  betvreen  four  and 
five,  and  by  that  time  the  little  boy  bring  in  all  the  cattle ;  I  have  to  look  over  them  and 
to  turn  them  into  different  pastures,  then  have  to  go  and  get  a  bundle  of  wood  for  the 
watoh-fire,  and  after  that  to  supper  the  hcnrses  in  the  stable  at  night ;  they  don't  allow  me 
to  go  to  negro-houses ;  obliged  to  ke^  watch  all  night,  sleeping  in  the  kitchen,  and  to 
Miswer  all  c»ll ;  massa  said  i  was  only  four  years  apprentice,  and  don't  entitle  to  any  time ; 
that  <»ily  one  day  in  a  fortnight  due  to  me  to  work  my  ground  and  feed  myself* 

Massa  never  give  me  food  ;  he  allow  me  every  other  Sunday  to  work  my  ground,  and  No.  7. 

sometimes  he  let  me  change  it  for  another  day.  Magistrate  say  that  was  all  the  time  the 
law  allow. 

As  to  the  gates  being  down,  massa  go  through  them  every  day  himself  and  see  it ;  but  No,  8. 

be  say,  I  ought  to  have  told  him,  and  he  will  make  magistrate  punish  me  for  it ;  him  swear 
vengeance  against  me. 

Mr.  Rawlinson  come  on  a  Friday  evening,  and  I  was  to  have  take  next  day  for  my  davj  No,  9. 

but  massa  send  me  word  that  me  not  to  take  the  day,  as  he  want  to  bring  me  before  the 
magistrate ;  I  was  frightened  and  didn't  go  next  morning.  Then  I  heard  that  magistrato 
said  as  I  take  the  day  against  orders,  when  him  and  me  meet  he  would  settle  it;  I  was 
quite  frightened  when  I  near  this,  and  I  go  away  to  Spanish  Town  to  see  the  govemory 
but  didn  t  see  him,  as  he  was  up  in  the  mountain ;  I  go  back  to  St.  Ann's,  and  hide  in  the 
woods  abput  Penshurst  and  Knapdale ;  I  stop  about  seven  weeks,  and  then  go  back  to 
Spanish  Town ;  I  went  to  Mr.  Ramsay,  and  he  gave  me  paper  to  Mr.  Emery,  the  captain 
01  police,  at  St.  Ann's ;  I  met  him  on  the  road ;  he  took  me  and  put  me  in  dungeon  at 
Carlton ;  was  kept  there  from  Wednesday  till  Friday  morning,  then  policemen  came  and 
took  me  to  Brown's  Town,  and  put  me  in  cage  till  next  day ;  then  Mr.  Rawlinson  had. 
me  handcuffed  and  sent  me  to  Penshurst,  and  put  me  in  dungeon  for  ten  days  before  he 
try  me. 

On  the  eleventh  day  Mr.  Rawlinson  came  and  slept  there  that  night ;  next  morning  he. 
had  me  brought  out,  and  asked  me  about  the  running  away,  and  I  told  him  I  go  away 
because  I  was  frightened  when  I  hear  how  him  and  massa  threaten  me ;  then  he  sentenced 
me  to  St  Ann's  £ay  workhouse  for  nine  days,  to  get  15  lashes  in  going  in ;  to  dance  the 
treadmill  morning  and  evening,  and  work  in  the  penal  gang;  and  after  I  come  back  firom 
the  punishment,  I  must  lock  up  every  ni^ht  in  dungeon  till  he  visit  the  property  again,  and 
I  have  to  pay  fifty  days  out  of  my  own  tmie  for  the  time  I  been  runaway  • 

Then  th^  handcuff  me  to  a  woman  belonging  to  Little-field,  to  said  to  the  workhouse  ;  No.  10. 

she  have  little  child  carrying  on  her  back,  and  basket  on  her  head,  and  when  she  want  to 
give  pickaninny  suck,  she  obliged  to  rest  it  on  one  hand  to  keep  it  to  the  breast,  and  keep 
vi^kmg  on;  police  don't  stop  to  make  her  suckle  the  child.  When  we  get  to  the  work- 
hpuse,  that  same  evening  thev  give  me  the  15  lashes;  the  flogging  was  quite  severe  and 
c«t  my  back  badly;  then  they  put  collar  and  chain  upon  my  neck,  and  chain  me  to 
ajM>tber  man.  Next  morning  they  put  me  on  the  treadmill  along  with  the  others :  at  first, 
not  knowing  how  to  dance  it,  I  cut  all  my  shin  with  the  steps;  Siey  did  not  flog  me  then; 
the  driver  showed  me  how  to  step,  and  I  catch  the  step  by  next  day ;  but  them  flog  all  the 
rest  that  eovdd  not  step  the  mill,  flogged  them  most  areadful.  There  was  one  old  VFoman 
w^  ^niy  head,  belong  to  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Farm,  and  she  could  not  dance  the  mill  at  all ; 
she  hang  by  the  two  wrists  which  was  strapped  to  the  bar,  and  the  driver  kept  on  flogging 
her ;  sha  get  more  than  all  the  rest,  her  clothes  cut  off  with  the  cat ;  the  shoulder-strap 
cut  with  it,  and  her  shift  hang  down  over  that  side ;  then  they  flog  upon  that  shoulder  and 
cut  it  up  very  bad ;  but  all  the  flogging  couldn't  make  she  dance  the  mill,  and  when  she 
come  down  all  her  back  covered  vrith  blood.  They  keep  on  putting  her  on  the  mill  for  a 
week,  and  flog  her  every  time,  but  when  they  see  she  could  not  dance  it,  they  stop  putting 
her  oa;  if  they  no  been  stop,  they  would  have  kill  her. 

There  was  about  30  people  in  the  workhouse  that  time,  mostly  men;  neariy  all  have  to*  No.  11. 
dance  the  treadmill  morning  and  evening ;  six  or  eight  on  the  treadmill  one  time,  and  when 
them  done,  another  spell  go  on,  till  them  all  done ;  every  one  strap  to  the  bar  over  head, 
by  the  two  wrists,  qmte  tight;  and  if  the  people  not  able  to  cateh  the  step,  them  hang  by 
die  two  wrist,  and  the  mill-steps  keep  on  batter  their  legs  and  knees,  ancl  the  driver  with 
th^t»t  keep  ott  flog  them  all  the  time  till  them  cateh  the  step.  The  women  was  obliged 
to  tie  up  their  clothes,  to  keep  them  from  tread  upon  them  while  they  dance  the  mill ;  them 
hav^  to  tie  them  up  so  as  only  to  reach  down  to  the  knee,  and  half  expose  themself ;  and 
th^  msLU  have  to  roll  up  their  trowsers  above  the  knee,  then  the  driver  can  flog  their  legs 
with  the  cat,  if  them  don't  dance  good;  and  when  they  flog  the  legs  till  they  all  cut  up, 
tbetn  turn  to  the  back  and  flog  avmy;  but  if  the  person  not  able  to  dance  yet,  them  stop 
the  mill,  and  make  him  drop  his  shirt  from  one  shoulder,  so  as  to  get  at  his  bare  back  witn 
the  6a:t.  The  boatswain  flog  the  people  as  hard  as  he  cw  lay  it  on ;  man  arid  woman  all 
alik^. 
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JANIAICA.  One  day  while  I  was  in»  two  young  woman  was  sent  in  from  Moneague  side^  to  dance 

the  mill,  and  put  in  dungeon,  but  not  to  work  in  penal  gang ;  them  don't  know  how  to 

No.  IQ.  dance  the  mill,  and  driver  flog  them  veir  bad ;  they  didn't  tie  up  their  clothes  high  enough, 

so  their  foot  catch  upon  the  clothes  when  them  tread  the  mill  and  tear  them ;  and  thee 
between  the  cat  and  the  mill  them  flog  them  so  severe,  they  cut  away  most  of  their  clothes, 
and  left  them  in  a  manner  naked ;  and  the  driver  was  bragging  afterwards  that  he  see  alt 
their  nakedness. 

Dancing  treadmill  is  very  hard  work,  it  knock  the  people  up ;  the  sweat  run  all  down 
from  them ;  the  steps  all  virash  up  with  the  sweat  that  drop  from  the  people,  just  the  same 
as  if  you  throw  water  on  the  steps. 
•  The  lever.  One  boatswain  have  to  regulate  the  pole  *  of  the  mill,  and  make  it  go  fast  or  slow,  a* 

him  like ;  sometimes  them  make  it  go  very  fast,  and  then  the  people  can't  catch  the  step 
at  all ;  then  the  other  boatswain  flogging  away  and  cutting  the  people's  legs  and  backs 
vnthout  mercy.  The  people  bawl  imd  cry  so  dreadful,  you  could  hear  them  a  mile  ofi';  the 
9ame  going  on  every  time  tlie  mill  is  about;  driver  keep  the  cat  always  going  while  the 
people  can  t  step. 

.  when  them  come  ofl*  the  mill,  you  see  all  their  foot  cut  up  behind  with  the  cat,  and  all 
the  skin  bruise  ofi*  the  shin  with  the  mill-steps,  and  them  have  to  go  down  to  the  sea-side 
to  wash  away  the  blood. 

'After  all  done  dance  the  mill,  them  put  chain  and  collar  on  again,  and  chain  two,  three, 
and  sometime  four  together,  and  turn  we  out  to  work  penal  gang;  send  us  to  difierent 
estate  to  work ;  to  dig  cane-hole,  make  fence,  clean  pasture,  and  dig  up  heavy  roots,  and 
sometimes  to  drag  cart  to  bring  big  stone  from  mountain-side,  about  two  or  three  miles  from 
the  bay ;  have  to  drag  cart  up  steep  hill.     About  ten  o'clock  they  give  we  breakfast ;  one 

auart  of  com  boiled  up  with  a  little  salt;  sometime  they  give  we  a  shad  between  two  or 
iree  of  we. 

They  keep  us  at  work  till  between  four  and  five  o'clock,  then  take  us  back  to  the  work- 
house ;  take  the  chains  off*  we  all,  and  make  us  go  upon  the  mill  again,  same  fashion  as  in 
the  morning.  After  that  them  put  us  into  the  bar-room ;  put  the  chain  and  collar  on  again, 
and  our  foot  in  the  shackle-bar,  to  sleep  so  till  morning.  All  the  woman  put  into  one  room, 
and  all  the  man  in  another ;  them  that  have  any  of  the  breakfast  left  from  morning,  them  eat 
it  after  lock  up,  but  them  that  eat  all  the  allowance  at  breakfast,  must  starve  till  morning. 
No.  13.  We  keep  on  so  every  day  till  Sunday.    Sunday  the  women  sent  to  Mr.  Drake's  yard,*  to 

♦  Mr.  Drake  is  clean  it ;  and  half  the  man  go  cut  grass  for  his  norses,  and  the  other  half  carry  water  for 
supervisor  of  the  the  workhouse.  After  that  they  have  to  grind  all  the  hoes,  and  the  bills,  and  the  axes^ 
house  of  correction  ready  for  Monday.  Them  work  we  all  with  the  chains  on  on  Sunday,  but  they  don't  put  us 
at  St.  Ann's  Bay.    on  treadmill  that  day. 

No.  14.  When  the  nine  days  done,  them  send  me  home ;  I  so  weak  I  hardly  able  to  reach  home; 

when  I  get  there,  Mr.  Senior  put  me  in  the  dungeon,  and  keep  me  there  for  four  days  and 
nights;  he  give  me  four  little  bananas  and  a  piece  of  pumpkin,  vnth  a  little  dry  salt,  and  a 
pint  of  water.  Magistrate  didn't  order  me  to  be  locked  up  in  the  day,  only  at  night,  but 
massa  do  it  of  his  own  will. 

Then  I  begged  massa  to  let  me  out,  and  I  would  do  whatever  I  can  to  please  him,  and  he 
do  so,  and  onler  me  to  get  bundle  of  wood  and  keep  watch  every  night,  mstead  of  going  to 
the  dungeon. 
No.  15.  After  coming  out  of  workjiouse  I  never  feel  well,  and  about  three  weeks  after,  I  got  quite 

sick  with  fever  and  head-ache,  and  pain  in  the  stomach ;  almost  dead  with  the  sickness. 
Massa  told  me  one  day  another  punishment  like  that  and  it  will  just  do  for  me ;  it  would 
kill  me  quite*     Dr.  Tucker  pay  good  attention  to  me,  and  at  last  I  get  over  it. 
No.  16.  After  this,  it  viras  long  time  before  they  punish  me  again,  but  they  make  me  pay  ofl'the 

fifty  days ;  them  give  me  no  Sunday  at  all ;  every  Wednesday  they  give  me  haU*  a  day  to 
work  my  grounds,  the  other  half  them  tsie  to  pay  off"  the  fifty  days.    For  one  year  and 
three  months,  them  keep  on  take  the  half  day  from  me  every  week,  and  never  give  me 
any  feeding. 
No.  17'  in  November,  about  five  or  six  weeks  before  this  last  Christmas,  one  Friday,  massa  blow 

shell  at  nine  o'clock  for  the  gang  to  go  to  breakfast ;  it  was  the  time  them  be^n  to  get  half 
Friday ;  them  say  no,  they  would  rather  work  the  four  hours  and  a  half  one  time,  and  then 
get  the  rest  of  the  day.  J  oseph  Lawrence,  the  constable,  go  to  massa,  and  said  the  people 
would  not  go  to  breakfast,  they  wanted  to  work  out  the  time  at  once;  massa  said  no,  he 
would  make  them  go  to  breakfast,  and  then  work  than  till  one  o'clock.  He  ordered  Lawrence 
to  go  away  from  the  gang,  and  sent  head  constable,  William  Dalling,  to  order  the  peojde  to 
breakfast;  they  said  no,  they  would  not;  then  massa  go  and  order  them  himself,  out  they 
reftised  to  go ;  then  there  was  a  great  row  and  noise,  and  massa  make  them  take  up  Joseph 
Lawrence,  the  constable,  and  Thomas  Brown ;  he  say  it  must  be  them  advise  the  people  not 
tQ  go  to  breakfast,  and  he  put  them  in  the  dungeon ;  and  he  take  William  Mills  and  put  in, 
because  he  don't  go  to  breakfast,  and  Miss  Senior  call  out  for  them  to  put  in  Benjamin 
Higgins^  the  old  mason,  for  the  same  thing. 
No.  18.  ,  While  massa  was  pmtting  the  people  in  the  dungeon,  I  was  passing  from  the  pantry  to  the 

Hitchen ;  Miss  Senior  was  cursing  at  me,  but  I  did  not  give  any  hearing  to  what  she  saying. 
Massif  was  standing  near  the  kitchen ;  he  ask  me  what  I  got  to  say  about  it ;  I  say,  ^^  oir,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  I  don't  interfere  ;*'  he  say,  "  You  do  interfere ;"  I  tell  him  no ;  he 
xaise  up  hb  stick  three  times  to  lick  me  down.  I  said,  '^  You  can't  lick  me  down,  sir,  the  law 
does  not  allow  that,  and  I  will  go  complain  to  magistrate  if  you  strike  me."  He  answer,  he 
don't  care  for  magistrate,  he  will  lick  tne  five  pounds  out  of  me  that  the  magistrate  will  fine 
him.    Then  he  order  me  to  be  lock  up  along  with  the  rest. 

While 
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No.  19. 


No.  fio. 


While  they  was  putting  me  in,  I  said,  "  It  wasn't  a  man  made  this  world,  and  man  can't 
command  it :  the  one  that  make  the  world  will  come  again  to  receive  it,  and  that  is  Jesus 
Christ  !*'  Massa  called  to  William  Bailing,  the  constable,  to  bear  witness  what  I  was 
saying ;  he  said  he  heard  it ;  then  they  lock  me  up,  and  keep  us  there  for  24  hours. 

That  same  time  massa  sent  for  Mr.  Kawlinson,  he  come  Monday  morning ;  four  of  us  was 
tried,  but  he  let  oflF  one,  and  punish  the  other  three.  Massa  tell  the  magistrate  about  the  words 
I  use ;  him  tell  the  very  words ;  magistrate  ask  me  if  I  use  them  words?  I  tell  him  yes,  but 
1  wasn't  mean  any  thing  harm.  Then  him  put  constable  on  his  oath,  and  he  repeat  the 
words  I  said  ;  then  Mr.  Rawlinson  told  me  I  had  no  business  to  say  so,  and  he  sentence  me 
to  get  20  lashes  in  the  workhouse,  and  to  dance  the  treadmill  morning  and  evening,  and 
work  in  penal  gang  for  seven  days. 

At  same  time  him  try  Joseph  Lawrence  and  his  sister  Amelia  Lawrence.  Massa  said  that.  No.  91. 

on  the  Friday  morning,  when  he  ordered  Joseph  Lawrence  to  go  away  from  the  gang,  he 
disobeyed  his  order,  and  stopped  at  the  gate.  Mr.  Rawlinson  sentence  him  to  get  20 
lashes,  and  seven  days  in  the  workhouse,  treadmill  and  penal  gang,  same  as  me,  and  he 
broke  him  from  being  constable,  though  he  only  swear  him  in  for  constable  the  Wednesday 
before. 

When  Amelia  Lawrence  was  tried,  massa  said  that  every  time  he  go  to  the  field,  he  alwayd  No.  ««. 

find  she  at  the  first  row,  and  he  want  to  know  what  let  she  always  take  the  first  row;  being 
her  brother  was  the  driver,  she  seem  as  if  she  want  to  take  the  lead.  Amelia  said  massa 
ought  to  glad  to  see  apprentice  working  at  the  first  row,  and  doinc  good  work.  This  was  all 
file  word  that  massa  have  to  say  against  Amelia  Lawrence,  and  Mr.  Rawlinson  sentence  her 
to  seven  days  in  the  workhouse,  penal  gang  and  treadmill. 

Amelia  have  four  pickaninnies,  two  free  and  two  apprentice,  she  left  them  with  her  family  to  No.  45* 

take  care  of  while  she  in  the  workhouse.  Them  put  us  all  three  together  into  dungeon 
after  the  court  done,  and  send  for  pohce  to  carry  we  to  workhouse.  We  kept  in  dungeon 
till  next  morning.  Them  don't  give  we  a  morsel  to  eat,  and  not  a  so  so  drop  of  water ;  but 
ooe  of  our  firiends,  unknowing  to  massa,  put  a  little  victuals  through  a  small  hole. 

In  the  morning,  three  police  take  us  out,  and  carry  us  down  to  the  workhouse ;  them  No.  24« 

handcuff  me  and  Joseph  Lawrence  together,  and  when  we  get  there  them  take  the  handcuff 
off,  and  tie  we  up  one  after  the  other,  and  give  we  20  lashes  a  piece  ;  both  of  we  very  much 
cut  np  with  the  flogging.  When  the  penal  gang  come  back  in  the  evening,  them  put  us 
all  on  treadmill ;  sS&r  my  back  cut  up  that  fashion,  all  over  blood,  it  hurt  me  dreaaful  to 
dance  the  mill. 

The  workhouse  was  quite  ftill  this  time ;  they  hardly  have  enough  collar  and  chain  to  put  No.  95. 

on  all  the  people,  they  obliged  to  take  off  the  collar  and  chain  from  some  of  the  life  people,*  ♦  CoDvicts  for  life, 
to  put  on  the  apprentice ;  and  at  night  there  wasn't  enough  shackle  to  fasten  all  the  }>eople^ 
and  hardly  room  enough  for  us  all  to  lie  down.  There  was  a  great  many  woman  in  the 
workhouse,  and  several  have  sucking  child ;  and  there  was  one  woman  quite  big  wilh  child^ 
and  them  make  her  dance  the  mill  too  morning  and  evening ;  she  not  able  to  dance  good, 
and  them  flog  her ;  she  complain  about  her  stomach  hurt  her,  and  I  see  her  several  time  go 
and  beg  the  overseer  not  to  work  her  on  the  mill,  but  him  say,  not  him  send  her  there,  and 
he  must  do  his  duty. 

All  the  woman  that  not  able  to  dance  was  flog  most  dreadful,  in  particular  all  the  woman  No.  26. 

from  Hiattsfield.  There  was  21  woman  from  Hiattsfield,  and  one  man ;  several  of  them 
have  young  children ;  I  think  they  was  in  for  14  days.  I  found  them  in  when  I  go  there, 
and  they  was  let  out  on  Saturday  night ;  I  was  present  when  they  let  out,  and  I  hear  the  list 
call,  and  counted  the  people,  and  it  was  21  woman  ftom  Hiattsfield. 

When  I  go  to  the  workhouse  on  the  Tuesday,  there  was  only  three  of  these  woman  able'  No.  47. 

to  woric  in  the  field,  all  the  rest  was  in  the  hospital,  from  being  cut  up  with  the  mill  and  the 
flogging ;  them  all  look  quite  shocking  when  tnem  let  out,  some  hardly  able  to  walk  to  go 
home  ;  the  most  lively  among  them  was  all  mashed  up  with  the  mill ;  all  the  skin  bruised  off 
her  shin ;  she  had  a  young  child  too ;  she  tell  me  tnat  she  was  put  in  workhouse  three' 
weelcs  before,  and  now  them  send  her  back  again. 

There  was  more  than  a  hundred  people  in  the  workhouse  this  time ;  I  reckon  the  life  No.  aB;  • 

people  and  all ;  there  was  about  17  or  18  of  them,  and  when  penal  gan^  turn  out,  them  send 
10  or  12  of  the  life  people  along  with  apprentice,  and  all  have  to  work  together.  The  life 
people  better  treated  more  than  apprentice ;  them  get  better  feeding,  them  have  quart  of  flour 
every  second  day  instead  of  com,  and  always  get  shad  or  salt  fish  every  day ;  they  don't  put 
life  people  on  treadmill,  and  I  never  see  them  put  a  lick  upon  one  of  the  life  people. 

Almost  every  apprentice  that  sent  to  workhouse  by  magistrate  have  to  dance  treadmill,  No.  99. 

except  the  sick  in  the  hospital.  It  was  miserable  to  see  when  the  mill  going,  the  people 
bawling  and  crying  most  dreadful— so  they  can't  dance,  so  the  driver  keep  on  flogging; 
them  holla  out,  "  Massa,  me  no  able !  my  'tomach,  oh !  me  da  dead,  oh  !" — but  no  use,  the 
driver  never  stop— the  bawling  make  it  rather  worse,  them  make  the  mill  go  faster — ^the 
more  you  holla  the  more  the  mill  go,  and  the  driver  keep  on  flogging  away  at  all  them  not 
able  to  keep  up ;  them  flog  the  people  as  if  them  was  flogging  cow. 

One  day  one  of  the  woman  from  Hiattsfield  fainted  on  the  mill ;  they  been  flogging  at  No.  30. 

her,  and  the  mill  bruise  all  her  shins ;  when  she  faint  she  drop  off  the  mill,  and  look  a^  if 
she  dead ;  all  her  fellow  apprentice  set  up  crying,  and  ask  if  sne  going  to  dead  left  them ; 
die  not  able  to  speak ;  two  men  carry  her  out  into  the  yard,  and  lay  her  out  upon  the  ground, 
and  throw  water  upon  her  to  bring  her  to ;  but  for  a  long  time  them  think  she  dead  already ; 
she  didn't  come  to  till  next  morning. 

There  was  one  old  woman,  name  Sally,  from  Mr.  Cohen's,  at  G>olshade,  was  in  work-*  No.  31. 

house  when  I  go  there,  and  she  stop  in  there  long  time ;  she  was  in  shocking  condition—- 
154-  T4  they 
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JAMAICA*       they  bad  been  putting  her  on  the  mill,  and  she  don^  able  to  dance  at  all,  and  them  be^i 
-^-—  flog  her  most  terrible,  but  still  she  not  able  to  dance,  and  at  last  them  obl^ed  to  leave  off 

putting  her  on  the  mill ;  but  them  keep  on  make  her  go  out  to  work  in  penal  gang,  and 
chain  ner  to  one  of  the  strong  woman.  She  was  badly  treated  more  than  any  body  i  ever 
see  in  the  workhouse ;  every  day  them  flog  her,  she  hardly  able  to  stand.  Two  of  the 
drivers,  James  Thomas  and  Rol>ert  Lyne,  make  constant  practice  to  flog  this  old  woman, 
and  Mr.  Drake  sometimes  beat  her  himself  with  supplejack. 
No.  3%.  One  dav  we  was  working  at  Banks's  negro-houses,  cutting  {)enguin  to  plant  at  Springfield 

old  Sally  was  chained  to  a  young  girl  name  Mary  Murray ;  it  was  heavy  rain  time ;  driver 


wfis  pushing  the  people  on  to  run  fast — was  flogging  them  on ;  the  young  eirl  was  trying  to 
get  on,  and  was  hauling  and  dragging  the  chain  that  was  on  him  and  &iUy  neck,  as  Sally 
don't  able  to  keep  up;  at  last  the  old  woman  fall  down,  right  in  a  place  where  a  stream  of 
water  was  running  through  the  negro-house  street,  and  she  don't  able  to  get  up  again ;  thea 
the  driver  stand  over  her  with  the  cat,  and  flog  her,  but  she  not  able  to  get  up  with  the  chain 
on,  so  he  take  off*  the  chain,  and  make  the  young  girl  tie  it  round  her  body,  and  go  along 
with  the  rest ;  then  he  stand  over  the  old  woman,  and  flog  her  with  the  cat  till  he  make  her 
get  up,  and  keep  on  flogging  at  her  till  she  get  to  the  cook's  fireside ;  the  old  creature  stand 
uiere  trembling,  all  wet  up — for  two  or  three  hours  she  not  able  to  move  away,  she  look 
quite  stupid ;  all  the  other  people  in  the  workhouse  quite  pity  this  poor  old  woman,  it  would 
make  any  body  heart  grieve  to  see  her.  The  under-d  river  tell  the  nead-driver  one  day,  that 
if  him  keep  on  beat  her  so,  some  of  these  days  she  will  dead  under  it,  and  then  he  will  get 
into  trouble ;  every  day  I  was  in  the  workhouse,  except  to  Sunday,  I  see  them  beat  this  old 
woman,  and  I  left  her  still  in. 

Not  33.  "^'^  ^^^  drivers  and  the  boatswains  in  the  yard  is  people  that  sentence  to  the  workhouse 

for  life,  two  of  them  was  very  bad ;  them  don't  care  how  much  them  punish  the  apprentice. 

Them  woman  that  have  young  sucking  child  have  to  tie  them  on  their  back,  and  go  to 
the  field  chain  two  together ;  when  it  rain  ever  so  hard  they  have  to  keep  on  work  with  the 
children  tied  on  their  backs,  but  when  the  weather  dry,  them  put  down  tne  child  at  the  fire* 
9ide;  when  Mr.  Drake  there,  he  don't  allow  them  to  suckle  the  child  at  all,  if  it  cry  ever  so 
much  ;  him  say  the  children  free,  and  the  law  don't  allow  no  time  to  take  care  of  them ;  it 
is  only  the  good-will  of  the  driver  that  ever  let  woman  suckle  the  children. 

No.  34.  The  drivers  constant  try  to  get  after  the  young  women  that  put  into  the  workhouse, — even 

them  that  married,  no  matter.  Before  day  in  the  morning,  when  the  driver  open  the  door 
to  take  the  people  out  of  the  shackles,  he  call  for  any  one  he  want  to  come  to  his  rocmi, 
and  many  of  them  worthless  ones  do  it ;  Amelia  Lawrence  complain  to  her  brother  and  me, 
.  that  never  one  morning  pass  without  the  driver  after  her — she  don't  know  what  to  do,  she 
quite  hurt  and  dishearted  about  it — but  she  did  not  give  way ;  I  heard  him  myself  (me 
morning  calling  her  to  come. 

No.  35.  One  day  Mr.  Hilton,  who  is  clerk  in  the  court-house,*  come  to  the  workhouse  soon  in  the 

*  Deputy  derk  of  morning,  while  the  treadmill  was  going.  I  been  on  already,  but  another  spell  was  on,  and 
tfie  p«ace,  perhaps.  Mr.  Hilton  take  off*  one  of  the  weights  from  the  pole,  and  make  the  mill  go  faster;  after  him 
gone,  some  of  the  people  tell  me  mat  in  the  afternoon  he  oft^n  come  half  drunk,  while  the 
mill  is  goin^,  then  him  take  off*  the  weight,  and  take  off*  the  man  fi-om  the  pole,  and  let  the 
mill  go  flymg  round.  When  the  pole  let  loose  so,  no  person  can  step  the  mill — them  all 
throw  ofi",  and  hang  by  them  two  wnst ;  then  him  take  the  cat  in  his  own  hand,  and  flog  all 
the  people  with  all  his  strength. 

Tnem  say  that  sometimes  he  drive  out  with  his  wife,  and  come  round  by  the  workhouse, 
and  if  the  mill  going,  he  will  leave  his  wife  in  the  gig,  and  go  in  to  punish  the  people,  and 
^^l  the  call  his  wife  can  call  to  him  to  leave  off*,  no  use. 

Ko.  36.  On  the  Wednesday  next  week,  they  let  us  out, — we  been  sent  for  seven  days,  but  they^ 

don't  reckon  the  Sunday  for  one  day ;  we  reach  home  Thursday — I  was  quite  weak  with  the 
flogging  and  the  tread-mill,  and  the  hard  work  in  the  penal  gang ;  had  a  terrible  pain  in  my 
stomach — ^hardly  able  to  walk  up  hill ;  all  the  people  that  been  flogged  always  complain  of 
pain  in  the  stomach. 

No.  37.  The  day  after  I  come  out  of  the  workhouse,  massa  order  me  to  go  get  bread-nut  food  for  the 

horses.  I  said  I  was  not  able  to  climb  tree ;  I  was  sick,  and  my  shoulders  was  quite  sore^ 
ipad  I  could  hardly  use  it,  and  I  tell  massa  that  this  make  six  time  that  they  flog  me.  He 
answer,  he  will  make  it  ten  times  too,  and  if  I  sick,  I  must  die.  Every  day  he  keep  on  order 
me  to  ^o  for  the  bread-nut,  but  I  was  not  able,  and  massa  threat^i  me  sorely — him  tell  me» 
that  if  I  don't  make  an  end  of  him,  he  will  maJce  an  end  of  me. 

No.  <i8.  ^"  ^^^  Thursday  next  week,  he  told  me  he  would  take  me  to  magistrate  next  day,  and  he 

swear  very  vengeance  against  me.  .  I  get  frightened,  and  on  Friday  morning  I  go  away  to^ 
complain  to  the  Governor.  When  I  get  to  Bvndloss  late  at  night,  the  overseer,  Mr.  AU^ 
meet  me,  and  take  me  up,  and  put  me  in  confinement  till  next  morning ;  then  he  put  me  in 
qharee  of  two  constables,  who  carry  me  to  police  station,  and  the  captain,  Mr.  Mackaw,  put, 
handcuffs  on  me,  and  sent  me  to  the  special  magistrate  at  Linstead,  and  he  put  me  in  the 
workhouse  till  massa  should  send  for  me ;  them  chain  me  to  another  man,  and  make  me 
work  with  the  penal  gang. 

No.  39.  On  Thursday,  WiUiam  Bailing,  the  constable,  came  for  me,  and  them  deliver  me  up  ta 

him,  We  set  out,  and  walk  most  of  the  night ;  get  to  Walton  school,  and  slept  there ;  in 
the  morning  we  start  again,  and  reach  home  about  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  On  Saturday 
morning,  WiUiam  Bailing  take  me  down  to  massa,  and  he  send  me  on  to  Brown's 
Town ;  when  the  magistrate  come  he  shook  his  head  at  me,  and  said,  "Are  you  here  again?" 
Then  they  hold  court.  Massa  said  he  ordered  me  to  cut  bread-nut,  apd  I  would  not  do  it ; 
ipe  disobeyed  bis  order^  and  on  the  Friday  went  away,  and  he  did  not  see  me  again  till  tbi« 

morning. 
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moniia^.     I  told  magistrate  that  I  did  liot  cut  bread-nut^  because  I  was  quite  sick  with  my        J AMAfCA. 

gtMiachy  and  massa  threaten  my  Ufe  so  hard  that  make  me  go  away  to  complain  to  the  

Gorenmor.  Then  the  magistrate  called  the  seijeant  of  police,  and  tell  him,  lay  hold  of 
that  fellow,  and  give  him  five-and-twenty  eood  lashes ;  and  after  the  flogging  I  must  be 
sent  to  workhouse  again  for  seven  days,  and  after  I  come  out  of  the  workhouse  I  might  go 
to  Uie  Governor  or  whoever  I  like,  to  complain.  I  told  him  the  old  flog^ng  is  not  well 
yet,  but  he  would  not  listen  to  me ;  they  take  me  into  the  market-place,  and  tie  me  up  to  a 
tree,  and  give  me  the  25  lashes ;  all  the  people  surprise  to  see  them  flogging  me  again, 
when  the  old  one  not  well.  The  flogging  was  very  severe.  After  it  was  done,  I  lay  down 
before  the  door  of  the  court-house ;  rain  came  on,  and  the  police  came  and  told  me  to  go 
inside.  I  went  in  to  where  the  court  was  sitting,  and  I  said  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  "  You  don't 
do  justice  betwixt  I  and  master.  He  tell  me,  Uiat  constable  swear  that  I  run  away  without 
a  cause.  I  ask  the  constable,  and  he  declare  he  never  say  any  further  than  he  took  me 
out  of  Rodney  Hall  workhouse."  TTien  Mr.  Rawlinson  say,  "  I  have  been  before  him  eight 
or  nine  times  already  ;*'  I  say,  *'  If  I  have  been  20  times  before  you,  you  ou^ht  to  do  jus- 
tice 'twixt  I  and  massa."  He  said,  he  do  justice.  I  told  him,  "You  don't  do  justice."  Tiien 
he  said,  "If  you  say  another  word,  I  will  put  you  out  in  the  rain ;"  then  he  made  police  take 
and  handcuff  me,  to  carry  to  workhouse.  Whil^  I  was  standing  outside  the  door,  I  hear 
massa  say  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  he  had  better  let  me  stop  in  the  workhouse  for  14  days ; 
magistrate  answer,  "That  will  make  it  till  after  new-year's  day;"  and  then  he  said,  "Yes.** 

The  policeman  carry  me  to  St.  Ann's  Bay,  but  night  cateh  me  in  the  pass,  and  police 
take  me  into  Cardiff  Hall,  and  we  sleep  there  that  ni^ht ;  next  morning,  Sunday,  he  take 
me  00  to  workhouse,  and  I  had  to  dance  treadmill  and  work  penal  gang,  like  before. 

The  workhouse  was  nearly  full,  Kke  the  last  time,  but  most  of  them  was  different  people ;   .       t»Jo  ao 
some  that  I  left  in,  I  find  still  there ;  there  was  plenty  of  woman  there,  but  only  one  have  ' 

young  child,  that  was  Elizabeth  Mason,  from  Mount  Campbell ;  she  was  in  for  seven  days 
to  dance  the  treadmill ;  she  not  able  to  dance  good ;  after  she  been  on  little  time,  she  miss 
step  luid  drop,  and  hang  by  her  two  wrists  ;  then  the  boatswain  flog  her  with  the  cat,  as 
hard  as  he  could  put  it ;  then  she  try  to  fetch  up  and  catch  the  step,  but  fall  again,  and 
them  keep  on  flo^ ;  and  when  they  tire  of  flogging,  then  they  let  her  alone,  and  let  the 
mill  go  on  mashing  her  legs ;  all  the  skin  was  bruise  off  her  shins,  and  her  legs  cut  up 
with  tiie  cat.     ' 

There  was  one  young  mulatto  rirl  in  for  about  10  days ;  she  was  name  Margaret,  and  No.  41. 

belong  to  Mr.  Chrystie,  the  saddler,  on  the  bay ;  she  complain  of  her  stomach,  and  not 
able  to  dance  the  mill  well ;  they  flog  her  severe,  and  all  her  leg  bruise  with  the  mill ;  one 
evening  her  master  come  to  the  workhouse  when  she  was  on  the  mill ;  he  beg  the  boatswain 
to  let  uie  mill  ^o  fast,  and  flog  Margaret  well,  and  make  her  feel  it,  so  that  she  will  keep 
away  from  it  after. 

TBere  was  another  woman,  from  Drax  Hall,  on  the  mill ;  she  didn't  dance  good,  and  they  No.  4f  « 

flog  her  very  much,  and  when  she  find  the  flogging  come  too  hard,  she  call  out,  "  Massa, 
me  Ik)  one  flesh,  me  two  flesh  j"  she  was  in  fiimily  way;  but  the  overseer  said  he  didn't 
care,  it  wasn't  him  give  her  belly,  and  after  that  they  was  harder  upon  her. 

On  Christmas-Klay  them  make  me  and  five  other  men  go  cut  grass  for  Mr.  Drake's 
horses,  and  some  of  the  woman  go  clean  his  yard  and  carry  water. 

As  magistrate  been  sentence  me  only  for  seven  day,  I  ask  the  overseer  on  the  Sunday  if         No.  43. 
my  time  no  up  ?     He  look  at  the  book,  and  say  it  was  put  down  for  14  day,  so  them  keep 
me  in  till  Tuesday  night  after  new-year's  day,  that  make  two  weeks  and  a  half,  for  they 
don't  covnt  the  Sunday. 

There  was  one  girl,  named  Mary  Murray,  ill  the  workhouse  same  time  as  me,  firom  No,  44. 

SeviHe ;  she  tell  me  not  the  magistrate  write  the  paf)er  for  she  to  come  to  the  workhouse; 
the  bosha  write  it,  and  show  it  to  magistrate,  and  him  say  it  was  all  right ;  she  tell  we  all, 
that  what  make  them  send  her  to  workhouse  Was,  that  busha  say  the  gang  didn't  turn  out 
soon  m  the  morning ;  and  when  the  magistrate.  Major  Light,  come,  he  send  for  the  ^n^ 
from  the  field,  but  them  all  firighten  and  run  and  hide ;  only  she,  Mary  Murray,  didn  t 
run,  and  them  take  she  before  the  magistrate,  and  send  her  straight  off  to  the  work- 
house. All  the  peo^  that  speak  to  me  complain  very  bad  about  Major  Light ;  them  say 
him  silways  drunk;  1  see  him  drunk  myself  many  times,  going  about  the  properties ;  some- 
time I  dee  his  servant  obliged  to  hold  him  in  the  chaise,  he  was  so  drunK ;  him  name 
is  qittte  common  for  drunkara  through  the  parish ;  them  tell  me,  that  where  hhn  sleep  him 
put  the  room  in  such  condition  that  they  were  obliged  to  clean  it  all  out  next  morning. 

When  he  go  upon  the  estate  he  call  to  the  overseer,  "  Have  you  got  any  thing  for  me  .. 

to  do-^-any  person  to  flog  ?"  And  if  they  tell  him  yes,  then  him  stop ;  and  if  they  give  him* 
rum  to  drink,  he  will  do  whatever  thing  them  want  him. 

One  day,  when  I  was  working  in  penal  gang,  I  saw  six  or  seven  of  the  Windsor  appren- 
tice Wa&  going  to  the  workhouse  to  be  flogged ;  it  was  Major  light  send  them. 

Another  day  I  meet  Major  Light  and  the  New  Ground  book-keeper  coming  down  to  No.  45. 

the  bay,  and  six  men,  handcuffed  and  tied  with  rope,  was  following  afUr,  with  two  con- 
stable in  charge  of  them ;  they  was  carried  down  to  workhouse  and  flogged,  and  then 
sent  back.  Every  body  say  them  never  see  crueller  man  than  Major  light,  him  in  a  man- 
ner begging  the  overseer  to  let  him  punish  the  people.  Mr.  Sowley  was  a  king  to  Major 
Li^ 

The  -treadmill  at  St.  Aim's  Bay  mash  the  people  up  quite  dreadfiil;  I  see  two  woman  No.  46. 

at  Knapdale,  one  named  Nancy,  married  to  Jarvis  Webb ;  the  other  named  Bessy,  married 

to  Philtp  Osborne ;  them  been  sent  to  dance  treadmill,  and  when  diem  come  back  all  their 

legs  bruise  up,  and  make  bad  sore.    I  see  them  with  bandage  round  their  legs,  aod  obliged 
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JAMAICA.       to  walk  with  stick ;  bat  the  overseer  and  master  no  care  for  the  work,  or  the  time  tliem 
— ^~  lose,  if  them  can  only  get  the  people  well  punish.     Massa  tell  me  to  my  face  that  he  coukl 

do  without  me  very  well,  if  he  could  get  me  in  the  workhouse  for  six  months. 

No.  47.  One  day  Miss  Senior  say  to  me  and  some  other  apprentices,  that  Mr.  Clarke,  the  busha 

at  Knapdale,  tell  her  that  him  send  two  woman  to  tne  treadmill,  and  them  come  back  so 

well  hackled,  that  them  not  able  to  do  nothing  for  three  or  four  months,  and  she  don't 

know  what  the  devil  in  we,  that  we  not  well  mashed  up  when  we  come  back  from  the 

treadmill. 

No.  48.  Mary  Ann  Bell,  a  mulatto  girl,  one  of  Miss  Senior's  house  servants,  was  quite  large  in  the 

family  way ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  sent  her  to  dance  the  treadmill,  and  when  she  come  back  she 

qjuite  sick,  and  them  strap  her  hand  so  ti^ht  upon  the  mill  that  she  partly  lost  the  use  of  her 

nght  hand  ever  since ;  she  can't  hold  nothing:  neavy  in  that  hand. 

No.  49.  One  day  when  I  was  at  home  in  the  pastures,  close  the  public  road,  I  see  policeman 

carrying  down  an  old  man  and  a  woman  handcuffed  together ;  the  man  was  very  old,  he 

look  more  than  60  years  old ;  he  was  all  trembling,  and  hardly  able  to  walk.     I  beg  the  pcdice 

to  stop,  and  let  me  give  them  some  orange ;  he  do  so,  and  the  woman  tell  me  that  them 

sending  her  to  the  workhouse  about  her  not  delivering  her  free  child  to  the  overseer  to  let  it 

woiic*     I  hear  that  many  people  begin  to  talk  that  the  free  child  no  have  no  right  to  stop  on 

the  property,  and  they  will  turn  them  off  if  the  mothers  don't  consent  to  let  them  work  ;  this 

woman  come  from  Orange  Valley ;  but  I  don't  know  any  thing  more  about  her  story. 

No.  50.  '    The  old  man  tell  me  that  Mr.  Rawlinson  send  him  down  to  gaol,  but  him  don't  say  what 

for;  but  about  two  months  after,  I  see  him  coming  back  from  St.  Ann's  Bay.     It  was 

between  Penshurst  and  Hinton  Hill ;  him  hardly  able  to  crawl,  his  legs  and  back  hackle  moat 

dreadfril,  and  all  his  shirt  and  trowsers  soak  up  with  blood ;  I  look  at  his  rieht  shoulder,  and 

it  was  all  in  one  sore,  in  a  manner  rotten  up,  with  the  flogging ;  I  don't  think  him  could  live 

to  reach  home ;  he  tell  me  he  was  two  weeks  coming  from  St.  Ann's  Bay  (16  miles),  obliged 

to  beg  victuals  and  shelter  any  place  he  come  to.     It  was  Mr.  Rawlinson  send  him  to  gad, 

and  after  he  been  there  for  a  little  time,  them  take  him  out  and  carry  him  before  Mr.  Sowley, 

and  him  put  the  old  man  in  the  workhouse. 

No.  51.  Some  of  them  magistrate  don't  care  what  them  do  to  apprentice,  as  long  as  them  can  gat 

ffood  eatine  and  drinking  with  the  massa  and  busha,  and  sometimes  them  set  the  massa  in  to 

do  worse  than  them  want.     All  the  apprentice  say  that  Major  Light  make  it  constant  rule  to 

do  so,  and  myself  see  Mr.  Rawlinson  do  so  one  time ;  it  was  the  very  morning  them  flog  me 

with  the  lancewood  switches ;  after  the  court  over,  Mr.  Rawlinson  order  his  mule  ready  to  go 

away,  and  him  and  massa  and  Miss  Senior  was  standing  at  the  door ;  misses  was  wanting 

something,  and  she  call  Nanny  Dalling,  when  Nanny  come,  her  face  "  tie  up"  (t.  c.  looked  sour 

or  disple^ed) ;  I  believe  she  been  have  some  dispute  with  her  fellow  servant  outside ;  Mr. 

Rawlinson  say  she  look  sulky  and  insolent,  and  him  lay  hold  of  her  with  him  own  hand,  and 

haul  her  along  to  the  dungeon,  and  push  her  in  and  lock  the  door;  he  left  her  child,  a  sucking 

baby,  outside. 

No.  52.  I  was  standing  by  the  gate,  and  see  it  all,  and  when  Mr.  Rawlinson  mount  his  mule  to  go 

to  Hinton  Hill,  I  hear  him  say  to  massa,  ''  You  must  try  to  get  up  some  good  charge  against 

that  woman,  and  let  me  send  her  to  the  workhouse  for  about  a  fortnight;"  but  massa  answer 

that  she  have  young  child.  The  magistrate  answer, "  That's  no  consequence ;"  but  massa  didn't 

like  to  send  her  there.    Mr.  Rawlinson  call  a^ain  at  Penshurst  same  day,  as  he  coming  back 

from  Hinton  Hill,  and  he  make  them  bring  Nanny  Dalling  out  of  the  dungeon,  and  then  be 

sentence  her  to  be  locked  up  in  the  dungeon  for  fourteen  nights ;  and  them  did  lock  her  op 

every  night,  along  with  her  ^oun^  pickniny. 

As  I  tell  about  other  thmgs»  I  want  to  tell  about  one  time  I  do  something  bad ;  it  was 
when  massa  eet  up  a  barrel  of  pork  last  year,  in  April ;  John  Lawrence  tell  me  be  know 
where  the  pone  was  put,  and  he  would  help  them  with  a  part  of  it;  two  or  three  nights  after 
they  open  the  barrel,  John  Lawrence  get  a  lon^  stick,  and  tie  a  fork  at  the  end  of  it,  and 
then  he  go  to  the  store  window  and  stick  the  fork  into  the  pork  barrel,  and  get  a  piece 
of  the  meat  and  draw  it  to  the  window ;  but  it  couldn't  come  through  the  bars,  so  he  come  to 
the  kitchen  where  I  was  sleeping,  and  he  call  me  to  come  and  help  him ;  I  go  with  him,  and 
I  hold  the  piece  of  pork  while  him  cut  it  in  two,  and  take  and  ooil  one-half  and  give  me 
some,  and  I  eat  it. 
No.  53.  Misses  and  massa  found  out  that  the  pork  gone,  and  make  noise  about  it,  and  accuse  all 

the  hduse  servant  about  it ;  I  can't  bear  to  hear  them  accuse  for  wrongful,  and  I  know  who 
did  it,  so  I  tel^  William  Dalling,  the  constable,  that  I  know  all  about  the  pork.  Then  him 
tell  massa,  and  they  call  me  up,  and  I  tell  the  truth,  that  John  Lawrence  tief  the  pork,  and  I 
help  him  to  cut  it,  and  I  eat  some  of  it :  them  carry  we  before  magistrate  about  it,  and  I  tell 
Mr.  Rawlinson  the  same  thing,  and  John  Lawrence  confess  it,  and  magistrate  sentence  John 
Lawrence  and  me  to  pay  10  s.  a  piece  to  massa  for  the  pork:  I  borrow  the  money  from  my 
father  and  another  man,  and  pay  it  to  misses.  This  one  bad  action  I  do,  them  don't  punish 
me  for  it. 
No  5f  It  was  the  Tuesday  evening  after  new-year's  day  that  they  let  me  out  of  the  workhouse, 

and  I  reach  home  next  day.  Miss  Senior  say  them  been  looking  out  for  me  since  last  week, 
as  I  only  sentence  for  seven  days,  and  she  thmk  say,  that  I  run  away  and  go  back  to  Rodney 
Mall  again.  She  make  pretence  she  don't  know  that  magistrate  alter  it  to  fourteen  days, 
and  massa  pretend  the  same,  for  him  send  William  Dalling,  the  constable,  to  the  magiatiate, 
the  week  before,  to  say  I  don't  come  home  yet,  and  him  suppose  me  run  away;  but  massa 
know  very  well  that  I  was  in  the  workhouse  all  the  time. 
No.  55.  Mr.  Rawlinson  self  pretend  him  don't  know  I  was  in  the  workhouse  so  long,  him  say  so  to 

make  William  Dalling  fool,  because  him  was  present  when  Mr.  Rawlinson  try  me,  and  hear 

him 
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lunl  fientence  me  to  no  more  than  seven  days  in  the  workhouse.    Them  don't  know  that  I        JaMaICA. 
hear  them  make  the  bargain  to  keep  me  in  all  Christmas  week.  

Next  time  Mr.  Rawlinson  come  to  Penshurst,  massa  try  to  get  me  punish  again.  Him 
say  me  didii't  come  home  same  day  them  let  me  out  of  the  worldiouse ;  ne  would  have  it  me  No.  56. 

DO  come  home  till  Thursday,  but  it  was  Wednesday,  and  I  offer  to  call  constable  to  prove  it, 
and,  at  last,  magistrate  put  an  ending  to  it,  and  told  massa  he  must  accuse  me  wrongfully. 

'Phis  was  the  last  time  they  carry  me  before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  that  was  last  January. 

One  Saturday  afternoon,  about  the  end  of  February,  Philip  Osbom,  of  Knapdale,  came  to 
me,  and  say  that  James  Finlayson  want  to  see  me  at  Brown's  Town  that  night.  James 
Fintayson  was  my  fellow-apprentice  before  time,  but  been  buy  himself  free,  and  he  was  a 
leader  in  the  church.  He  send  tell  me  that  two  gentlemen  was  there  that  want  to  ask  how 
apprentice  treated,  and  him  know  me  been  treated  very  badly,  so  him  send  for  me« 

At  night  I  go  to  the  chapel,  and  see  Mr.  Sturge  and  Mr.  Harvey,  and  I  tell  them  all 
about  my  bad  living;  Mr.  Sturge  tell  me,  me  mustn't  discourage,  that  it  only  to  last  17 
months;  I  tell  him,  I  don't  know  if  I  can  live  to  see  the  17  months  out;  I  was  quite 
maugre  and  hungry  that  time,  quite  different  to  what  I  stand  now,  I  hardly  able  to  get  any- 
thing to  eat  then,  my  ground  all  gone  to  pieces,  the  time  them  put  in  workhouse,  and  if 
mjf  mther  and  other  people  no  been  give  me  something,  I  would  nave  starve.  Mr.  Sturge 
give  me  a  shilling,  and  then  I  go  back  home. 

On  Monday  night,  Finlayson  send  for  me  again,  I  go  Tuesday  night,  and  he  send  me  to 
Bb.  Clarke,  the  minister.  Him  ask  me  if  me  would  like  to  be  free,  I  tell  him,  yes ;  and  him 
ask  me  if  I  would  pay  him  back  when  me  free?  I  said,  yes,  I  would  do  all  m  my  power, 
and  try  my  best  endeavour  to  work  hard  and  pay  him  back.  Then  Mr.  Clarke  tell  me  I 
must  go  to  majgistrate,  to  give  warning  to  have  me  valued ;  I  was  quite  happy  and  joyful 
when  I  hear  this ;  and  on  Saturday  I  go  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  at  Brown's  Town,  and  ask  him 
to  value  me,  but  him  say  massa  ^ntiUe  to  14  days'  warning;  he  give  me  paper  to  serve 
massa  about  it,  and  said  he  would  very  glad  if  I  could  buy  myself,  as  he  have  more 
trouble  with  me  and  massa  than  any  body  else.  I  give  the  paper  to  misses,  as  massa  was 
in  Spanish  Town,  and  second  Saturday  after,  I  go  to  Brown  s  Town,  to  be  valued ;  but 
wh^i  I  get  there,  Mr.  Rawlinson  tell  me,  as  massa  don't  come,  he  couldn't  value  me,  and  all 
I  can  say  no  use,  he  keep  on  refuse  to  value  me ;  then  I  go  to  Mr.  Clarke,  the  minister, 
and  he  come  to  the  court-house,  and  speak  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  at  last  he  agree  to  go 
OB  with  the  valuation. 

Him  and  Mr.  Abraham  Isaacs  and  Mr.  Fairweather  value  me ;  Mr.  Joseph  Isacu^s  that 
keep  a  store  at  Brown's  Town  give  evidence.     He  say  he  want  a  boy  like  me  to  mind  his 
horse,  and  follow  him  to  town,  and  when  me  free,  he  would  be  willing  to  give  me  two  dol- 
lars a  week,  and  feeding  and  clothes  besides ;  so  them  fix  the  price  upon  me  for  eight  ^ 
doubloons,  ten  dollars  and  a  half,  and  two  bitts.* 

After  it  done,  Mr.  Clarke  take  me  to  his  house,  and  give  me  the  money,  and  I  carry  it 
straight  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  then  he  give  me  my  free  paper,  and  when  I  come  out  of 
the  court-house,  I  call  out,  quite  loud,  "  Bless  Grod  Almighty — thank  the  Lord,  I  get  out 
of  devil's  hands."  Mr.  Clarke,  the  busha  at  Knapdale,  was  present:  he  look  quite  black 
at  me,  but  hhn  don't  speak. 

Then  1  go  straight  to  Mr.  Joseph  Isaac's  store,  and  I  tell  him,  I  going  to  come  to  him 
Monday,  as  he  say  him  would  give  me  two  dollars  a  week,  and  feeding  and  clothes ;  he 
tell  me  he  get  a  boy  already,  but  he  don't  get  any;  he  only  take  swear  he  would  give 
that,  to  make  them  put  high  value  upon  me. 

Then  Mr.  Clarke,  the  minister,  told  me,  it  was  Mr.  Sturge  that  pay  the  money  for  me, 
and  I  must  ^o  to  him  at  Spanish  Town,  as  he  want  to  carry  me  to  England. 

I  feel  so  nappy,  I  don  t  know  what  to  do  with  myself  hardly ;  I  bless  the  Lord ;  and 
I  bless  Mr.  Sturge  for  him  goodness.  If  he  no  been  take  me  away,  I  couldn't  have  live 
km^. 

On  Tuesday  I  start  off,  and  get  to  Spanish  Tovm  next  day ;  after  that  we  go  to  Kingston  ; 
and  two  weeks  after,  Mr.  Sturge  take  me  with  him  on  board  the  ship,  and  we  go  to  New 
York,  and  then  sail  to  Liverpool,  and  so  here  I  am  in  England. 


The  tale  of  Williams  is  the  tale  of  near  eight  hundred  thousands  of  our  fellow-subjects, 
many  of  them  professors  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  heirs  of  eternal  life.  He  speaks  bjut 
the  language  ol  his  class,  and  details  atrocities  which  would  be  multiplied  a  thousaiid-fold, 
if  his  brethren  were  in  like  circumstances  with  himself.  British  Christians !— for  to  yoi;  we 
make  the  appeal — it  is  with  your  connivance,  and  will  henceforth  be  with  your  sanctioD, 
that  these  outrages  are  perpetrated.  Shall  they  be  continued,  or  shall  they  ceas^  for  eVer  ? 
We  wait  in  confidence,  but  with  thrilling  interest,  for  your  reply.  By  your  love  of  frefedom, 
by  your  sympathy  with  suffering  and  dying  humanity,  by  jrour  fidelity  to  ChnJ,  by  your 
earnest  longing  for  the  salvation  of  men,  by  all,  in  a  word,  which  can  move  to  the  discharge 
of  duty  or  to  the  mitigation  of  suffering,  we  beseech  you  to  be  faithful  to  your  high  vocation. 
The  friends  of  the  negro  race  are  about  to  muster  on  their  behalf.  Let  them  be  borne  Onward 

in 


*  That  is,  46/.  4*.  7  d,  Jamaica  currency,  for  one  year  and  five  months'  service ! 

Tlie  ordinary  wages  of  a  good  house  domestic  in  Jamaica  isf  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  week,  out  of 
Ifhich  the  servant  is  allowed  half  a  dollar  for  his  own  support.    A  valuation  according  to  this  standard, 
together  with  the  usual  deduction  of  one-third  for  contingencies,  would  have  brought  the  true  value 
of  James  Williams's  services  to  about  the  sum  of  15/.  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  apprenticeship. 
,     J54-  U  2  ^  .- 
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JAMAICA.  in  their  righteous  course  by  your  hearty  co-operation  and  fervent  prayers.  TheUemag 
"""^  of  them  who  are  ready  to  perish  will  then  come  upon  you,  and  your  name  shall  be  had  in 

everlasting  remembrance. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  people  of  England  have  paid  twenty  millioBS  far  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  and  that  a  large  amount  is  still  bein^  annually  drawn  from  the  public 
revenue,  for  the  support  of  more  than  100  stipendiary  magistrates  ! 

Yet,  notwithstanding  this  costly,  this  monstrous  sacrifice  of  British  treasure,  the  object 
for  which  that  sacrifice  was  made  has  never  been  attained — slavery  has  not  been  abolished — 
it  exists  with  unmitigated  rigour,  in  its  most  ferocious,  revolting  and  loathsome  aspect. 

Cruelties  unheard  of,  untnought  of  in  the  worst  days  of  slavery,  are  now  being  "  heaped 
like  burning  coals "  on  the  heads  of  the  long-suffering  and  patiently-€nduring  sons  and 
daughters  of  Afiica. 

And  will  the  people  of  England  look  tamely  on,  and  accede  to  this  as  the  fruition  of  their 
benevolent  desires  f  Will  ti^y  calmly  brook  the  glaring  insult  offered,  the  treacherous  fraud 
practised,  by  the  open  and  fla^tious  violation  of  a  solemn  compact  ?  And  will  the  people 
of  England  permit  the  deeply  injured,  the  helpless,  the  unoffending  negro  still  to  remain 
the  victim  of  such  accumulated  misery  and  brutal  outrage  ? 

No  !  It  must  not  be  ;  the  voice  of  justice,  humanity  and  religion  sternly  demands  that 
effectual  steps  be  taken  to  secure  full  and  immediate  retribution ;  we  ask  not  the  disgorge- 
ment of  the  misapplied  twenty  milUons,  but  we  demand  the  fulfilment  of  the  bond ;  the 
ransom  has  been  paid,  but  the  captive  is  still  retained  in  his  galling  fetters ! 

There  is  but  one  remedy ;  half^  measures  are  worse  than  useless ;  it  requires  but  a  single, 
brief,  simultaneous  and  energetic  movement,  and  the  struggle  is  over.  Let  our  Anti-Slavery 
Societies  be  immediately  re-organized  ;  let  the  country  be  aroused ;  let  the  people,  with  one 
voice,  instruct  their  representatives  peremptorily  to  demand  the  instant,  the  unconditional 
and  the  everlasting  annihilation  of  the  accursed  system. 

20  June  1837. 


John  Daughtrey^  Esq.,  Special  Justice,  and  George  Gordon^  Esq.,  General  Magistrate. 


No.  1. 

^R.  Senior  attended  the  court  at  the  request  of  the  commissioners,  and  produced  books 
containing  his  own  record  of  the  complaints  brought  before  the  special  magistrates,  with  the 
adjudications  and  sentences. 

Keferring  to  the  first  page  of  the  narrative,  Mr.  Senior  stated  that,  since  Aumist  1834,  he 
had  discontinued  giving  herrings  to  the  apprentices,  from  their  bad  conduct ;  me  same  with 
regard  to  the  usueu  Christmas  allowances. 

His  late  apprentice,  James  Williams,  is  now  about  nineteen  and  a  half  years  old  ;  he  was 
never  flogged,  but  may  have  been  occasionally  switched  during  slavery.  Mr.  Senior  admitted 
that  James  Williams  had  been  flogged  six  times  between  the  1st  of  August  1834  and  the 
date  of  his  release  from  apprenticediip,  by  order  of  the  special  magistrate,  and  three  times 
committed  to  the  house  of  correction. 

Mr.  Senior  denies  the  truth  of  every  part  of  the  paragraph  immediately  preceding  that 
marked  No.  1.  in  the  copy  of  the  printed  narrative,  transmitted  with  the  other  documents 
from  the  Queen's  House,  and  returned  with  this  report;  but  admits  the  punishments  described 
to  have  been  inflicted  by  order  of  Dr.  Thompson,  m  paragraph  No.  1 ;  he  denies,  however, 
that  his  apprentices  were  complained  of  without  just  cause.  Dr.  Thompson,  as  therein 
stated,  partook  of  the  hospitalities  of  Penshurst  on  the  occasion. 

No.  2. 

Mr.  Senior  also  denies  having  accused  James  Williams  of  having  a  stone  in  his  hand  for 
knocking  down  Mr.  Senior  or  his  sister.  James  Williams  did  on  that  day  pretend  to  be 
mending  a  wall  round  the  house,  although  not  ordered  to  do  so;  he  was  occasionally 
employed  in  work  of  that  kind ;  and  was  at  that  time  about  the  age  of  16.  The  constable 
of  the  property  commenced  inflicting  the  punishment  ordered  on  the  occasion,  but  the 
magistrate  not  being  satisfied  with  his  manner  of  discharging  his  duty,  desired  the  police 
to  nnish  the  flogging.  Mr.  Senior  denies  having  said  that  the  constable  was  not  flogging 
hard  enough  ;  and  is  certain  that  the  back  of  James  Williams  was  not  cut  at  all. 

Mr.  Senior  states  that  there  was  a  sufficient  fence  round  the  corn-piece,  but  that  the  com 
was  notwithstanding  all  destroyed,  through  the  neglect  of  Henry  James,  who  was  always  com- 
plaining of  bein^  sickly ;  it  was  in  consequence  oi  his  sickly  state  that  he  was  put  to  watch. 
The  flogging  which  he  received  was  triflmg,  and  he  was  attended  in  the  hospital  by  Dr. 
Tticker.  Mr.  Senior  believes  Henry  James  to  have  been  an  African,  and  about  48  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  he  is  well  aware  of  the  sudden  death  of  Henry  James  in 
Brown's  Town,  but  has  no  knowledge  of  the  place  where  he  fell  being  covered  with  blood. 
Mr.  Senior  never  received  any  notice  from  Captain  Andrew  Dillon  to  attend  at  Brown's 
Town,  in  consequence  of  Henry  James's  complaint  to  him  as  a  magistrate. 

No.  3. 
Mr.  Senior  admits  that  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  were  brought  before  Captain 
Andrew  Dillon,  charged  with  repeated  acts  of  insolence  and  disobedience  of  orders  ;  one  of 
the  charges  might  have  been  for  not  turning  out  the  sheep  until  a  late  hour.    Captain  Andrew 

Dillon 
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Dillon  sentenced  them  to  be  confined  in  the  dungeon  of  Knapdale  for  ton  days  aad^nights,       JAMAICA, 
during  which  time  Mr.  Senior  asserts  they  were  furnished  daily  with  sufficient  pxiQvisipns  -rrr«-. 

for  their  support^  which  were  generally  carried  by  the  father  of  Adam  Brown.  Mr.  Senior 
is  confident  that^  on  the  return  of  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  to  Penshurst, 
that  he  never  made  any  such  remark  as  "  that  they  had  not  been  punished  half  enough ;" 
but  that  he  simply  desired  them  to  go  to  their  work  as  usual. 

No-  4. 

Mr.  Senior  recollects  Mr.  Rawlinson's  coming  to  Penshurst^  and  is  aware  that  the 
people  were  sent  for  to  ascertain  whether  they  had  any  complaints  to  make.  This  mode  of 
proceeding  is  always  usual  where  a  new  magistrate  comes  to  the  district.  James  WilliamB 
and  Adam  Brown,  apparently  under  some  apprehension,  went  to  Captain  Andrew  Dillon  next 
morning,  who  sent  tnem  back  under  the  protection  of  the  police,  with  a  letter,  stating  that 
they  could  not  be  punished  twice  for  the  same  offence.  They  were  carried  by  Mr.  Rawlinson's 
orders  to  Brown's  Town,  on  the  same  day,  where  they  were  tried  before  him,  and  sentenced 
to  receive  20  lashes,  which  were  inflicted  on  the  spot  by  the  police,  and  which  were  very 
severe.  Mr.  Senior  was  not  aware  of  their  fainting  or  lying  on  the  ground  for  some  time. 
They  returned  from  Brown's  Town  that  afternoon  with  the  constables,  and  refiised  to  turn 
out  the  horses ;  slept  in  the  kitchen  that  night,  and  on  the  following  day  they  were  admitted 
in  the  hospital,  the  door  of  which  was  not  locked,  except  at  night.  No  food  was  given  to 
them,  but  their  friends  had  access  to  them  during  the  day.  On  the  morning  of  we  next 
day  they  were  ordered  to  turn  out,  and  return  to  their  duty,  which  order,  after  much  hesi- 
tation, they  obeyed,  and  went  to  their  work  as  usual.  Their  backs  were  dressed  on  that 
day  (Friday)  by  the  hothouse  woman.  Mr.  Senior  did  not  examine  the  backs  of  James 
Wdliams  and  Adam  Brown  on  the  Saturday,  nor  take  any  report  of  the  hothouse  woman 
of  the  state  they  were  in,  but  it  was  his,  Mr.  Senior's,  opinion,  that  the  men  were  fully 
capable  of  resuming  their  duty.  Referring  to  this  book,  Mr.  Senior  stated,  that  the  above 
punishment  was  inflicted  on  the  5th  March  1835,  and  this  statement  was  confirmed  on 
perusal  of  Special  Justice  Rawlinson's  official  return  of  that  date. 

No.  5. 

Mr.  Senior  states  that  he  again  complained,  on  the  4th  of  April,  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  at 
Penshnrst,  against  James  Williams,  who  had  been  insolent  to  his  mistress.  Miss  Senior,  my 
sister,  told  me  that  she  was  glad  I  had  returned,  as  the  people  in  the  yard  were  taking  the 
canes  which  had  been  cut  for  the  hogs,  and  that  she  saw  James  Williams  eating  some.  On 
James  Williams  being  asked  by  me  what  right  he  had  to  the  canes,  he  said,  ^'It  was  a  lie, 
and  he  wished  that  people  would  speak  the  truth."  Although  repeatedly  told  to  be  silent, 
he  would  not  cease  his  insolence.  1  deny  having  complained  of  James  Williams  so  soon  as 
10  days  after  the  5th  March,  or  that  he  received  any  further  punishment  before  the  4th  April. 
I  believe  that  Mr,  Rawlinson  might  have  slept  at  Penshurst  tne  ni^ht  previous  to  the  punish- 
ment, on  the  4th  April,  being  ordered.  1  am  not  aware  that  James  Williams  begged  the 
magistrate  not  to  flog  him,  on  the  plea  of  his  back  being  still  unwell  from  the  previous 
flogging,  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  Mr.  Rawlinson  remained  to  witness  the  execution  of  the 
sentence,  as  it  was  nis  custom  to  do  so.  James  Williams  resumed  his  work  as  usual  after 
receiving  the  punishment. 

No.  6. 

Mr.  Senior  affirms  that  James  Williams  was  allowed  to  take  one  day  in  each  week,  up  to 
the  period  of  his  being  sentenced  by  the  magistrate  to  forfeit  time,  and  that  he  was  only 
requu^  to  watch  at  night  alternately  with  Adam  Brown,  sleeping  in  the  kitchen ;  that 
Sundays  were  not  allowed  him,  except  occasionally,  and  that  he,  Mr.  Senior,  was  in  the 
habit  of  giving  him  food  firom  his  table,  till  he  forfeited  the  kindness  by  his  bad  behaviour. 

No.  9. 
Mr.  Senior  said,  *^  On  the  11th  of  July  I  ordered  James  Williams  to  appear  before 
Mr.  Rawlinson  on  the  next  morning ;  instead  of  doing  so,  he  absented  himself,  and  was  not 
seen  again  until  the  5th  of  September,  when  he  was  sent  home  firom  Brown's  Town  by 
Mn  Rawlinson.  I  have  no  recollection  of  his  being  confined  in  the  dungeon  for  10  days 
before  trial.  The  sentence  on  this  occasion  was,  nine  days'  confinement  in  the  house 
of  correction,  to  be  worked  in  the  penal  gan^,  and  placed  on  the  treadmill  twice  every  day, 
and  on  his  return  to  be  confined  during  ^ell-blow,  till  the  magistrate's  next  visit  to  the 
property,  and  to  forfeit  50  days :  he  came  home  on  the  25th  September.'^ 

No.  15. 

Mr.  Senior  states  that  James  WiUiams  was  in  the  hospital,  and  remained  there  12  days« 
fix)m  the  13th  to  25th  October,  receiving  the  attention  of  Dr.  Tucker. 

No.  16. 

Mr.  Senior  states  that  James  Williams  paid,  from  the  27th  September  1835  to  the 
20th  November  1836,  30  of  the  forfeited  days,  by  working  the  half  of  every  Wednesday,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  day  being  at  his  own  disposal.  Mr.  Senior  adds,  that  instead  of  work- 
ing the  wiole  half  Wednesday,  he  (James  Williams)  was  always  released  firom  duty  at  nine 
o'clock,  and,  though  a  non-prsedial,  was  frequently  called  upon  to  perform  no  other  work  or 
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JAMAICA.       duty  until  the  next  morning.     Mr,  Senior  admits  that  James  Williams  subsequently  made 
— —  up  the  whole  of  the  60  days. 

No.  17. 
Mr.  Senior  admits  the  allegations  of  this  number,  with  the  exception  of  having  told  the 
people  that  they  must  work  until  one  o'clock ;  all  that  he  said  was,  that  they  should  work 
the  four  and  a  half  hours,  taking  their  breakfast  as  usud.  Mr.  Senior,  however,  denies 
having  himself  put  the  people  into  the  dungeon,  but  states  that  he  merely  gave  orders  to  the 
constables  to  do  so:  the  people  put  into  the  dungeon  were  Joseph  Lawrence,  Thomas 
Brown,  William  Mills  and  Benjamm  Higgins. 

No.  18. 

Mr.  Senior  states,  that  Miss  Senior  observed  to  James  Williams  that  he  had  no  business 
here,  and  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  go  and  eat  his  breakfast.  Mr.  Senior  adds,  that  he 
might  have  threatened  to  strike  James  Williams,  but  that  he  did  not  do  so,  and  denies 
having  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  magistrate.  Having  ordered  James  Williams  to  be 
locked  up  with  the  rest,  while  the  constable  was  putting  him  in,  he  said,  "  God  never  made 
man  to  rule  the  world,  and  man  should  not  rule  it.'*  Mr.  Senior  is  not  certain  whether  the 
people  were  kept  in  the  full  24  hours. 

Nos.  20,  21  and  22. 
Mr.  Senior  said,  '*  I  sent  to  Mr,  Rawlinson  directly  after  confining  them,  and  he  came 
on  the  Monday  and  tried  Joseph  Lawrence,  .lames  Williams  and  Amelia  Lawrence.  Mr. 
Rawlinson  sentenced  the  two  former  to  work  in  the  penal  gang  for  seven  days,  and  to  be 
placed  on  the  treadmill  twice  every  day.  I  have  no  recollection  of  their  bein^  ordered  to 
oe  flogged,  nor  have  I  any  memorandum  of  that  part  of  the  sentence.  Amelia  Lawrence 
was  sentenced  to  seven  days  in  the  house  of  correction." 

No.  23. 

Mr.  Senior  is  not  certain  as  to  the  number  of  Amelia  Lawrence's  children.  The  three 
people,  after  being  sentenced,  were  put  into  the  cell  until  the  next  morning,  when  the  poUce 
came  to  take  them  to  the  house  of  correction.  Mr.  Senior  is  not  sure  that  they  were  sap- 
pUed  with  food  from  the  house,  but  states  that  their  friends  were  not  prevented  from  canying 
any  to  them. 

No.  36. 

Mr.  Senior  said,  "  All  three  of  them  came  home  on  the  1st  December;  James  Williams 
complained  of  being  unwell ;  he  asked  for  and  received  a  dose  of  salts  on  the  next  day,  and 
took  day  on  Saturday,  the  3d  December.*' 

No.  37. 

Mr,  Senior  states,  that  James  Williams,  afler  he  returned  from  the  workhouse,  refused  to 
bring  bread-nuts,  alleging  that  his  stomach  pained  him  so  much  that  he  could  not  climb 
the  trees ;  Mr.  Senior  denies  having  made  use  of  the  threatening  language  attributed  to  him 
in  this  paragraph. 

No.  38. 

On  the  8th  December,  it  being  James  WilUams's  turn  to  sleep  in  the  kitchen,  Mr.  Senior 
states  that  he  inquired  for  him  before  he  went  to  bed,  and  was  told  that  he  had  fed  the 
horses  and  gone  away.  Mr.  Senior  believes  that  he  might  have  expressed  his  intention  of 
taJLing  him  to  the  magistrate,  but  n<3t  within  the  hearing  of  James  Williams  himself. 

No.  39, 

Mr.  Senior  said, "  I  received  information  from  the  supervisor  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 
workhouse,  that  James  Williams  was  in  custody  there.  I  sent  constable  William  Dalling 
to  bring  him  home,  and  caused  him  to  be  carried  to  Brown's  Town  the  next  morning  for 
the  purpose  of  being  brought  up  before  the  special  magistrate,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  sen- 
tenced nim  to  receive  a  cattmg,  to  be  worked  on  the  treadmill,  and  to  remain  in  the  house  of 
correction  14  days ;  I  then  observed  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  *  That  will  make  it  till  after  new- 
year's  day.' " 

No.  48. 

Mr.  Senior  said,  "  I  know  that  Mary  Ann  Bell  was  sentenced  on  the  26th  August  by 
Mr.  Rawlinson  to  the  house  of  correction  for  eight  days,  and  to  be  worked  on  the  treadmill. 
On  her  return,  she  complained  of  having  received  an  injury  in  the  right  arm ;  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  the  injury  was  at  all  serious  ;  she  was  pregnant  at  the  time,  and  gave 
birth  to  a  child,  I  believe,  in  the  January  following ;  but  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  was  not 
aware  of  her  condition  at  the  time  of  her  sentence. 

No.  61. 

Mr.  Senior  states,  that  Nancy  Dalling  was  very  insolent  to  Miss  Senior,  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Rawlinson ;  and  upon  that  gentleman's  going  to  speak  to  her,  she  treated  him  with 
c6ntempt,  by  turning  her  back  upon  him ;  upon  which  he  called  for  a  constable,  and,  as  no 
one  of  them  was  at  hand,  he  thrust  her  himself  into  the  dungeon.  On  my  informing  him 
that  she  had  a  young  child,  he  ordered  it  to  be  put  in  with  her. 

No.  52, 
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No-  52. 

Instead  of  the  conversation  as  related  in  the  paragraph,  No.  62,  Mr.  Senior  says,  that  JAMAICA. 
Mr.  Rawlinson  observed  he  would  call  back  on  his  return  from  Hilton  Hill,  and,  if  Miss 
Senior  would  then  prefer  a  complaint  against  Nancy  Dalling,  he  would  send  her  to  the 
house  of  correction ;  but  Miss  Senior  said,  she  would  rather  have  her  placed  in  solitary 
confinement  on  the  property.  Nancy  Bailing  was  then  taken  out  of  the  cell,  and  sentenced 
by  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  be  locked  up  K)r  14  nights.  She  had  her  infant  with  her  in  the  cell, 
from  which  she  was  released  at  tne  expiration  of  two  or  three  nights,  in  consequence  of 
having  begged  very  hard. 

No.  63. 

Mr.  Senior  admits  that  this  paragraph  is  substantially  correct  as  to  the  quantity  of  pork 
stolen,  and  as  to  the  admission  by  James  Williams  of  the  fact,  that  he  absconded,  on  the 
occasion,  and  was  apprehended  by  the  constable  five  miles  from  home.  Mr.  Senior  further 
states,  that  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  many  of  his  dishonesty,  for  on  going  into  the 
corn-piece  on  the  1st  March  1836,  the  watchman  said,  that  it  was  James  Williams  who 
had  been  stealing  the  com,  as  some  had  been  discovered  in  the  coach-house,  which  he 
claimed ;  the  watchman  in  the  garden  also  detected  him  stealing  yams,  and  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  plundering  the  stores,  and  stealing  provisions  of  all  kinds. 

Nos.  64  and  66. 

Mr.  Senior  says,  that  there  was  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  length  of  time  for  which 
James  Williams  had  been  sentenced  to  the  house  of  correction ;  and  both  Mr.  Rawlinson 
and  himself  were  under  the  impression  that  the  confinement  would  have  expired  in  seven 
days,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sentence  was  for  14  days. 

No.  66. 

Mr.  Senior  denies  ever  having  tried  to  get  James  Williams  punished  for  not  coming  home 
the  proper  day  from  the  workhouse. 

Mr.  oenior  states  that  the  valuation  of  James  Williams  took  place  in  his  absence  from 
the  court. 

Referring  to  No.  63,  above,  Mr.  Senior  admits  that  he  never  preferred  any  charge, 
either  before  a  special. magistrate  or  otherwise,  against  James  Williams  for  dishonesty; 
tfaftt  he  considered  his  pilferings  as  petty  thefts,  and  not  worth  bringing  forward. 

Mr.  Senior  states,  that  Henry  James  was  flowed  on  the  19th  December  1834,  and  died 
on  the  6th  February  1836. 

Jamaica  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  us,  Geoige  Gordon,  magistrate  for  the  parish  of  St.  James, 
and  John  Daughtrey,  special  justice,  commissioners  for  the  investigation  of  certain  alleged 
abuses  in  the  administration  of  the  abolition  law  in  the  parish  of  St.  Ann,  Gilbert  Wilham 
Senior,  Esq.,  of  Penshurst,  in  the  said  parish,  and  deposed  as  follows  :  That  one  day  at 
Penshurst,  Nanny  Dalling,  an  apprentice  on  that  property,  was  very  insolent  to  Miss  Senior, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Special  Justice  Rawlinson ;  that  upon  Mr,  Rawlinson  going  to  speak 
to  Nanny  Dalling,  she  treated  him  with  contempt,  by  turning  her  back  upon  nim ;  on 
which,  Mr.  Rawlinson  called  for  a  constable  to  place  her  in  confinement,  but  none  being 
at  hand,  Mr.  Rawlinson  laid  hold  of  her,  and  thrust  her  into  the  dungeon  himself;  and 
deponent  further  saith,  that  on  his  informing  Mr.  Rawlinson  that  Nanny  Dalling  had 
a  child  at  the  breast,  he  ordered  the  same  to  be  put  into  the  dungeon  with  the  mother ; 
deponent  also  saith,  that  Mr.  Rawlinson  observed,  before  leaving  Penshurst,  that  he  would 
call  back  on  his  return  fi*om  Hilton  Hill,  and  that  if  Miss  Senior  would  then  prefer  a  com- 
plaint against  Nanny  Dalling,  he  would  send  her  to  the  house  of  correction;  but  Miss  Senior 
replied,  that  she  did  not  approve  of  that  mode  of  punishment  in  the  case  in  question,  and 
would  prefer  her  being  placed  in  solitary  confinement  on  the  property.  Nanny  Dalling 
was  therefore  sent  for  from  the  cell,  and  sentenced  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  be  locked  up  for 
14  nights ;  and  deponent  further  saith,  that,  after  having  been  locked  up  two  or  fliree 
nights,  Nanny  Dalling  begged  Miss  Senior,  and  was  then  released.  Na^iny  Dalling  always 
had  her  infant  with  her  in  the  cell. 

(signed)         G.  W.  Senior. 

Sworn  before  us,  this  21st  day  of  September  1837. 

Geo,  Gordon. 
John  Davghtrey. 


Thursday,  21  September  1837. 

Edward  Lawrence,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  remember  having  been  flogged  at  Penshurst,  by  order  of  Dr.  Thompson ;  James 
Williams  and  myself  were  flogged.  At  the  same  time  Henry  James  and  Thomas  Brown  were 
flogged,  and  two  boys,  named  Tliomas  Mills  and  William  Graham,  were  switched.  I  do 
not  know  how  many  lashes  James  Williams  received,  but  he  was  one  that  was  flogged  by 
the  constable,  Alexander  Mills,  and  not  by  the  police ;  his  back  was  not  much  cut  on  that 
day,  and  he  put  his  shirt  on  after  the  flogging.  The  police  flogged  Adam  Brown  and 
Henry^  James ;  Thomas  Brown  was  flogged  by  the  constable,  Alexander  Mills.  Henry 
James's  flogging  was  very  severe,  his  stomach  was  bruised  by  the  cart-wheel  to  which  he 
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JAMAICA.       was  tied  to  receive  his  punishment,  and  his  back  was  more  cut  up  than  that  of  James 

Williams ;  Henry  James  was  old  and  weakly ;  he  had  been  a  watchman,  but  was  working 

in  the  field  in  the  great  gang  at  the  time  he  received  the  flogging.  I  never  heard  him 
complain  of  his  stomach  before  he  got  the  flogging.  Henry  James  went  to  the  hospital 
after  he  was  flogeed,  and  complained  that  he  could  not  get  any  medicine ;  he  then  went  to 
Captain  Andrew  Dillon,  at  Brown's  Town ;  I  saw  him  on  his  way,  and  he  had  with  him 
a  small  calabash,  containing  what  he  said  he  had  brought  off  his  stomach  ;  I  looked  at  it, 
and  saw  it  all  bloody.  I  saw  his  dead  body  on  the  place  where  he  fell ;  some  blood  was 
oozing  from  the  mouth ;  the  calabash  was  empty,  and  the  contents  appeared  to  be  spilt  out 
on  the  ground  where  he  dropped.  I  never  knew  that  Henry  James  spit  blood  till  after  the 
flog^ng ;  he  told  me  that  at  every  lash  he  received  his  stomach  knocked  against  ihe  nave 
of  tne  wheel  to  which  he  was  tied,  and  he  got  injured  by  it ;  he  said  that  he  felt  injure4 
from  tliat  time,  and  he  believed  it  was  that  which  made  him  spit  blood. 

Note. — Edward  Lawrence  is  apparently  about  65  years  of  age;  his  punishment  was 
for  insolence,  on  the  complaint  oi  Miss  Senior.  Upon  recollection,  Edward 
Lawrence  said,  that  Joseph  C.  Dorrell  was  also  switched  with  the  others. 

Thomas  Brown,  alias  Thomas  Brown  Latorence,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

On  the  same  day  that  Dr.  Thompson  came,  I  was  flogged  by  Alexander  Mills,  and 
got  30  lashes;  the  flogging  was  not  severe.     Alexander  Mills  flogged  James  Williams  ; 
nib  flogging  was  not  severe.     I  heard  master  complain  that  the  flogging  by  the  constable 
ivaJB  too  light,  and  upon  that  Dr.  Thompson  ordered  the  police  to  flog  the  rest,  that  is, 
V  Henry  James  and  Adam  Brown.    James  Williams  put  on  his  shirt  aTter  he  received  his 

flogging  ;  his  back  was  much  bruised,  but  no  blood  came  from  it.  The  flogging  of  Henry 
James  and  Adam  Brown  by  the  police  was  very  severe,  their  backs  were  cut  up  and  bloody. 
I  saw  James  Williams  after  his  return  from  Brown's  Town,  where  he  was  flogged  a  second 
time ;  his  back  was  very  bloody  and  bad.  I  don't  know  whether  he  went  to  uie  hothouse. 
I  knew  Henry  James  to  be  weakly,  and  that  he  was  working  in  the  field  before  his  trial. 
After  he  received  his  flogging  he  came  to  the  hothouse  (this  was  about  a  week  after),  and 
I  was  in  the  hothouse  at  the  same  time.  I  saw  him  vomit  a  great  quantity  of  blood  at 
night,  but  I  never  knew  him  to  spit  blood  before  the  flogging.  Henry  James  himself  told 
me  that  he  thought  the  spitting  of  blood  was  caused  by  the  severe  flogging  which  h% 
received. 

Dr.  Edward  Tucker  sworn. 

I  saw  Henry  James  once  in  the  hospital  at  Penshurst,  when  he  complained  to  me  of 
cough  and  pain  in  the  stomach ;  he  showed  me  a  small  quantity  of  blood  in  a  calabash, 
which  he  said  he  had  spit  up  during  the  night.  I  was  present  on  the  day  that  the  special 
magistrate.  Dr. Thompson,  visited,  and  during  the  punishment;  I  am  not  certain  whether 
I  prescribed  for  Henry  James  previously  or  subsequently  to  the  infliction  of  the  punishment. 
I  remember  the  return  of  James  Williams  from  the  workhouse,  and  his  being  in  the  hospital ; 
he  was  seriously  ill,  and  I  think  it  probable  that  his  sickness  may  have  arisen  from  his 
confinement  in  the  workhouse.  I  prescribed  for  Hein*y  James,  whose  complaint  i  thought 
was  slight  From  his  appearance  that  day,  I  thought  him  a  weakly  old  man.  I  saw  tke 
backs  of  all  the  people  wno  were  flogged,  but  I  did  not  particularly  examine  them ;  none 
came  to  me  to  complain  of  the  severity  of  the  flogging,  but  I  recommended  to  MisB  Senior 
the  usual  appUcation. 

Mary  Ann  Belly  a  mulatto  non-prsedial  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  and  treadmill  by  Mr.  Rawlinson,  when  I  was 
quite  heavy  in  the  mmily  way,  nearly  half  of  my  time  being  gone.  I  v*^as  tried  on  the  26th 
August,  and  I  gave  birth  to  my  child  in  the  third  week  of  January.  Two  or  three  weeks 
after  I  returned  nome,  I  felt  pains  in  my  wrists ;  the  pains  were  on  that  part  which  had  been 
strapped  to  the  treadmill ;  1  also  felt  pains  in  my  knees.  I  do  not  feel  the  pains  now  at 
all  times ;  I  only  feel  them  now  and  then.  I  have  the  perfect  use  of  both  my  arms  and 
hands,  with  exception  of  the  little  finger  on  the  left  hand,  which  I  cannot  straighten,  owing 
to  the  effects  of  a  sore  on  it,  which  was  caused  by  the  hoe  at  the  time  that  I  was  in  the  pensu 
gang,  and  digging  cane-holes.  The  pains  in  my  arms  and  knees  left  me  soon  after  the 
birth  of  my  present  child.  I  was  able  to  keep  the  step  on  the  treadmill,  except  once,  when 
I  hung  for  a  short  time  by  the  strap.  Mr.  Drake  then  stopped  the  mill,  and  took  me  down ; 
I  never  knocked  my  shins  against  the  wheel  so  as  to  cause  a  sore.  Mr.  Drake  knew  me 
at  Penshurst,  and  I  believe  he  was  more  kind  to  me  on  that  account.  I  only  saw  one  woman 
(from  Ballingloy)  flogged  whilst  on  the  mill,  because  she  could  not  keep  the  step ;  she  v^as 
whipped  about  the  legs  and  shoulders,  and  wherever  they  could  strike  her.  1  was  never 
punished  again  after  my  return  from  the  workhouse,  but  one  day,  when  I  was  in  the  kitchen, 
and  Unable  to  go  to  my  usual  duty  from  the  pains  already  described,  Mr.  Rawlinson  was 
at  the  house,  and  the  house  people  having  been  called  up,  I  heard  Miss  Senior  complain  to 
Mr.  Rawlinson  about  my  not  domg  any  work ;  when  he  said  that  if  she  would  bring  a  charge 
against  me,  that  he  would  send  me  back  to  the  house  of  correction.  This  circumstance 
I  oelieve  took  place  about  a  month  after  I  returned  from  the  workhouse.  Mistress  did  not 
wish  me  to  be  sent  back  there,  or  Mr.  Rawlinson  would  have  done  it.  Before  Mr.  Raw- 
linson began  to  visit  Penshurst,  my  mistress  gave  the  house  people  Friday  and  Saturday 
every  week,  and  Sunday  the  next ;  but  Mr.  Rawlinson  told  her  that  they  were  not  entitled 
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to  half  a  day  in  each  week,  and  advised  her  not  to  give  them  any  more.     My  mistress  JAMAICA, 
however  has  continued  to  give  them  more  time  than  that^  but  not  so  much  as  they  received  — ^ 

before.     I  know  that  Henry  James  sent  to  Miss  Senior  for  medicine  when  he  was  sick  in 
the  hothouse,  and  that  she  always  gave  it  when  he  sent. 

Mr.  John  Patterson^  a  carpenter  residing  at  Ridge  settlement,  m  the  parish  of 

Saint  Ann,  sworn. 

I  knew  Henry  James,  of  Penshurst ;  I  am  at  present  a  master  carpenter,  and  reside  at  the 
Ridge  settlement,  and  am  employed  by  Mr.  Utten  Todd,  the  proprietor;  I  lived  at  Penshurst 
up  to  November  1836,  and  had  the  management  of  Mr.  Senior's  tradesmen.  I  knew  Henry 
James  as  a  sawyer  in  1820  or  1821,  but  of  late  he  was  a  watchman ;  he  was  put  to  watch, 
from  inability  to  do  other  work  ;  he  used  to  complain  of  his  stomach,  and  was  a  very  old 
man,  about  60  years  of  age ;  when  I  first  knew  him  he  was  a  true  African ;  I  mean  by  that, 
Aat  he  was  a  good  negro,  not  like  a  Creole  ;  he  was  always  willing  to  do  his  work  ;  I  was 
not  at  Penshurst  when  Henry  James  was  punished  in  1834  ;  I  went  to  Penshurst  in  November 
1835  and  left  in  1836.  I  knew  James  Williams ;  when  I  first  knew  him  in  1820  he  was 
then  a  little  boy,  and  would  often  come  and  play  with  me,  but  when  I  returned  to  Penshurst 
in  1835,  he  was  a  wicked,  worthless  boy,  ana  was  very  impudent  to  his  master  and  mistress ; 
he  was  also  a  great  thief,  stealing  every  thing  that  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon ;  indeed  he 
was  so  bad,  that  at  last  I  would  not  have  him  near  me ;  he  would  not  mind  his  master's  cattle, 
and  Mr.  Rawlinson  used  to  talk  to  him  by  way  of  intimidating  him.  I  am  not  aware  that 
he  was  flogged  seven  times ;  he  did  not  work  under  my  management,  but  I  often  saw  him, 
and  considered  him  a  very  unfaithful  servant ;  I  never  preferredf  any  charge  against  him  for 
theft,  although  he  used  to  rob  my  cupboard ;  he  never  stole  any  valuables  from  me,  all  that 
he  took  was  something  to  eat  and  drink ;  he  was  always  coming  about  me,  and  whenever 
I  came  in  on  horseback,  he  would  run  to  hold  my  horse,  and  take  my  saddle,  and  do  any- 
little  thing  for  me ;  I  only  wonder  he  did  not  put  me  in  the  paper  too ;  I  believe  that  his 
motive  in  serving  me  this  way  was  to  get  something  for  himself  m  return  for  his  services, 
or  to  get  opportunities  to  pilfer  my  cupboard.  When  James  Williams  was  a  child,  he  was 
under  my  care,  and  used  to  call  me  fatner  or  daddy.  Independent  of  the  piece  of  pork  which 
be  was  chained  with  stealing  from  his  master,  he  used  to  steal  my  yams  and  meat;  I  knew* 
that  it  was  him,  for  he  used  to  acknowledge  it  to  me ;  I  had  some  yams  in  a  bag  over  a 
beam  in  the  house,  he  took  out  two  or  three  of  them,  and  when  I  taxed  him,  he  said  that  he 
had  taken  them ;  he  always  had  plenty  to  eat,  and  did  not  steal  from  the  want  of  food  ;  he 
thought  he  could  take  the  liberty  with  me  as  he  used  to  call  me  daddy,  and  he  therefore 
imagmed  that  he  could  daddy  me  out  of  any  thing. 

I  cannot  specify  any  other  instances  of  his  having  stolen  things  from  me. 

William  DaUing,  a  constable  on  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  remember  Mr.  Rawlinson's  coming  to  Penshurst  and  punishing  the  apprentices ;  I  was 
one  of  the  parties  tried ;  I  was  not  found  guilty,  and  therefore  was  let  off.  Edward  Law- 
rence, James  Williams  and  others  were  tried  at  the  same  time  that  I  was ;  I  saw  the'flogging 
which  James  Williams  got  that  day ;  his  skin  was  waled,  but  not  much  bruised ;  I  did  not 
see  any  blood  on  his  shirt.  Thomas  Brown  was  also  flogged ;  I  was  near  by  and  saw  them 
all  tied  to  the  cart-wheel  to  be  punished  ;  James  Williams  and  Thomas  Brown  were  flogged 
by  the  constable,  and  my  master,  Mr.  Senior,  called  out  that  he  did  not  flog  them  enough  • 
that  their  skins  were  not  sufficiently  bruised ;  he  and  Mr.  Rawlinson  then  came  up,  and 
ordered  the  police  to  flog  Adam  Brown  and  Henry  James ;  these  two  were  very  severely 
flogged ;  Henry  James  was  very  much  cut  up,  and  the  next  morning  he  went  to  the  hos- 
pital; I  saw  him  there  the  morning  after  he  was  flogged,  when  he  complained  of  great  pain 
m  his  stomach,  in  consequence  of  having  been  lasned  to  the  wheel  like  the  rest ;  while 
they  were  flogging  him  he  struggled  a  great  deal ;  he  was  a  short  man,  and  when  he  stooped 
at  each  lick,  the  pit  of  his  stomach  came  against  the  nave  of  the  wheel ;  there  was  na 
doctor  woman  in  the  hothouse;  Henry  James  remained  there,  and  never  left  it  till  he  went 
to  Brown's  Town  to  complain  to  Captain  Dillon ;  he  died  at  Brown's  Town  the  same  day 
that  he  went  up ;  when  he  was  in  the  hospital  at  Penshurst,  the  doctor  ordered  a  blister  for 
his  stomach,  but  he  told  me  that  my  mistress.  Miss  Senior,  would  not  give  it ;  all  that  she 
gave  him  was  a  candle-grease  plaster,  which  was  of  no  use  to  him ;  'he  used  to  cough  very 
badly  in  the  hospital,  and  spit  blood,  and  the  floor  on  which  he  used  to  spit  always  looked 
as  if  a  pig  had  been  stuck  tnere ;  he  fell  lower  and  lower,  and  when  he  found  himself  getting 
very  bad,  he  determined  to  go  to  Brown's  Town  to  the  magistrate ;  I  saw  the  body  after  he 
died,  I  was  at  Brown's  Town,  and  saw  it  on  my  return  home ;  it  was  on  the  road-side,  and 
to  prevent  his  being  eaten  by  the  hogs,  I  watched  it  from  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  until  the 
next  morning;  I  observed  a  great  deal  of  blood  all  about  the  nostrils  and  the  mouth,  but 
I  did  not  see  any  on  the  earth  ;  I  saw  close  to  the  body  a  little  cocoa-nut  cup,  with  blood  in 
it,  which  Henry  James  brought  vnth  him  to  show  Captain  A.  Dillon.  Henry  James  was 
always  a  very  weak  and  sickly  man,  but  he  did  not  cough  and  spit  blood  until  after  he 
received  the  flogging ;  he  went  to  Brown's  Town  to  the  magistrate,  because  he  did  not  receive 
any  attention  in  the  hospital,  and  he  wanted  the  magistrate  to  require  my  master  and  mistress 
to  give  it ;  I  am  certain  that  the  floor  of  the  hothouse  was  covered  every  morning  with  the 
blood  which  Henry  James  puked  up ;  he  always  complained  to  me  of  pain  in  the  stomach ; 
Dr.  Tucker  used  to  see  him  often  enough ;  he  was  often  at  Penshurst  when  the  people 
were  flogged,  but  I  never  saw  him  take  any  particular  notice  of  the  marks  from  the  flogging. 
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JAftfAlCA.       I  saw  James  Williams  after  his  return  from  Brown's  Town,  where  he  had  been  flogged  by 
— — -  the  police ;  his  back  was  sadly  cut ;  Peter  Atkinson  carried  him  to  Brown's  Town  t^  &r&t 

time,  and  f  carried  him  the  second  time ;  he  was  flogged  with  Adam  Brown,  when  he  was 
very  badly  cut  up  over  the  shoulders.  After  receivmg  the  first  flogging,  James  Williams 
came  home  at  night  and  went  to  the  hospital ;  I  do  not  remember  particularly  how  many 
days  he  remained  there,  I  think  it  must  have  been  about  a  week ;  he  then  went  to  cut  bread- 
nut  ;  Margaret  Ellis  attended  him  when  he  was  in  the  hothouse ;  some  time  aft«r  the  first 
flogging  which  James  Williams  received  at  Brown's  Town,  Mr.  Rawlinson  came  to  Pens- 
hurst,  and  slept  there ;  on  the  next  morning  a  complaint  was  made  a^ihst  James  Williams^ 
and  Mr.  Rawunson  ordered  him  to  get  20  lashes ;  he  could  not  receive  it,  as  his  back  was 
not  well,  and  my  mistress.  Miss  Senior,  ordered  me  to  flog  him  with  lancewood  switches ; 
the  scabs  were  on  the  old  wounds,  they  were  not  well  yet,  and  afl«r  I  found  they  were  so 
bad,  I  struck  him  lower  down ;  he  was  not  able  to  beg  off,  for  as  soon  as  the  magistrate  gave 
his  sentence,  Williams  was  ordered  off  to  receive  it.  When  I  first  began  to  flog  him  with 
the  switches,  the  scabs  on  the  old  wounds  broke  off,  and  the  back  began  to  bleed ;  it  was 
then  that  I  flogged  him  lower ;  I  laid  the  flogging  on  lightly,  as  lightly  as  I  could,  and 
myself  and  some  of  the  other  apprentices  bathed  his  back,  and  rubbed  it  with  grease ;  he 
went  to  work  immediately  to  cut  grass ;  nothing  stopped  him  from  going ;  he  did  not  seem  ta 
mind  the  flogging  much,  he  was  a  very  brave  boy  ;  when  he  ran  away  the  first  time,  he  was 
brought  home  by  the  police,  and  put  into  the  dungeon  by  Mr.  Rawlinson's  orders  until  he 
returned ;  I  don  t  think  he  was  confined  a  whole  week ;  he  had  handcuffs  on ;  when  Mr. 
Rawlinson  returned  he  sent  him  to  the  workhouse ;  I  don't  know  for  how  many  days ;  I  did 
not  see  him  flogged  there,  but  when  he  came  home  he  said  he  had  been ;  on  his  return  from 
the  workhouse,  he  was  put  into  the  dungeon,  and  kept  night  and  day  there  for  about  a  week 
without  any  magistrate  seeing  him,  but  as  he  got  very  weak,  he  begged  to  be  let  out,  and  he 
was ;  I  know  that  he  paid  back  a  number  of  days ;  when  he  came  nome  at  this  time  he  was 

?uite  sick,  and  Dr.  Tucker  attended  him,  as  he  complained  a  great  deal ;  I  remember  the 
^riday  when  the  negroes  were  ordered  to  sit  down  and  take  breakfast,  instead  of  working 
throughout  the  four  and  a  half  hours ;  I  did  not  get  any  orders  on  the  subject  before  that 
day,  and  when  I  went  to  tell  them  to  take  the  usual  breakfast  time,  I  saw  the  people  in 
great  confusion ;  when  massa  found  that  they  would  not  obey  his  orders  to  take  the  break- 
rast  time,  he  desired  me  to  go  and  fetch  up  Joseph  Lawrence,  the  other  constable,  and  lock 
him  up ;  massa  also  ordered  me  to  take  up  Thomas  Brown,  William  Mills  and  Benjamia 
Higgins ;  they  were  all  put  in  confinement ;  Joseph  Lawrence  said  that  he  could  not  help  it^ 
that  the  people  would  not  obey ;  master  said  that  he  would  be  obeyed ;  when  I  was  going 
to  the  dungeon  with  Joseph  Lawrence  and  the  other  people,  I  saw  that  massa  had  secured 
James  Williams,  and  put  him  in  the  dungeon ;  master  ordered  him  to  go  in,  and  he  went ; 
I  don't  mean  to  say  that  master  put  his  hands  on  him ;  I  did  not  hear  James  Williams  make 
use  of  any  expression  as  he  was  going  in,  but  just  as  I  locked  the  door,  massa  told  me  that 
Williams  nad  said,  "  God  made  the  world,  it  wasn't  man  that  made  it,  and  man  can't  rule  it." 
The  people  were  kept  in  the  dungeon  until  six  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  were  then  let 
out;  in  a  few  days  after  Mr.  Rawlinson  came,  and  the  whole  gang  was  brought  up;  James 
Williams  was  tried  for  saying, ''  man  did  not  make  the  world,  and  man  can't  rule  it ;"  James 
Williams  said  that  he  did  not  mean  any  harm,  that  he  did  not  mean  theVords  as  magistrate 
took  them ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  ordered  him  to  go  to  the  workhouse,  but  I  don't  remember  the 
nature  of  the  sentence.  Joseph  Lawrence  and  Amelia  Lawrence  were  tried  on  the  same  day, 
they  were  also  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  Amelia*  Lawrence  was  tried  for  being  always  at  the 
first  row ;  this  was  the  complaint  brought  against  her  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  by  my  master,  who 
said  to  her  before  he  brought  her  up,  "  It  is  because  your  brother  is  the  head  driver  that  you 
want  to  be  a  head  woman ; "  she  replied  that  she  had  never  neglected  her  work,  and  that 
massa  ought  to  be  glad  to  see  her  keeping  up  with  the  strongest  people;  Joseph  Lawrence 
was  tried  for  disobedience  in  not  getting  the  people  to  draw  off  when  master  wanted. 
Amelia  Lawrence  had  four  children ;  I  know  that  two  of  them  are  free,  and  that  one  of  them 
is  an  apprentice ;  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  other  is  free  or  not.  James  Williams,  Joseph 
Lawrence  and  Amelia  Lawrence  were  all  three  of  them  put  into  one  dungeon  ;  I  don't  know 
whether  they  had  any  thing  to  eat ;  the  next  morning  the  police  came  for  Lawrence  and 
Williams:  they  handcuffed  them,  and  carried  them  to  the  workhouse ;  Amelia  Lawrence  was 
carried  also  to  the  workhouse,  but  they  did  not  put  handcuffs  on  her ;  Amelia  Lawrence  is 
a  married  woman,  sha  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Lawrence ;  when  she  came  back  from  the 
workhouse,  she  told  me  that  the  driver,  James  Thomas,  was  always  persuading  her  to  be 
unfaithfiil  to  her  husband;  that  he  used  every  means  to  deprive  her  of  her  virtue ;  and  when 
he  found  every  evening  that  he  could  not  succeed,  the  next  day  he  was  sure  to  treat  her  ill  at 
her  work ;  she  did  not  say  that  James  Thomas  had  used  any  force,  but  told  me  that  he  kept 
following  her  every  day  until  she  was  discharged;  and  the  way  he  used  her  ill  was  by  puttbg 
her  to  do  two  persons'  work,  and  giving  her  heavy  weights  to  lift  up ;  she  said  that  her  feelings 
were  so  much  nurt  at  the  way  she  was  pursued  by  Thomas,  that  she  was  more  than  glad  when 
she  was  discharged  from  the  workhouse ;  she  had  four  children,  they  are  all  by  Richard 
Lawrence,  her  husband ;  she  further  mentioned  that  the  same  attempts  made  by  James 
Thomas  to  make  her  do  wrong  were  made  on  other  women  who  were  in  the  workhouse, 
and  that  with  some  of  them  he  succeeded.  When  James  Williams  came  home  he  did  not 
look  very  droopy,  as  he  was  always  a  lad  of  good  spirits ;  he  complained  of  his  stomach, 
and  said  that  he  was  not  able  to  cut  bread-nut,  as  he  could  not  climb ;  he  remained  at  home 
about  three  weeks,  and  then  he  ran  away ;  I  went  for  him,  and  found  him  at  Rodney  Hall 
workhouse,  in  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale ;  I  brought  him  to  massa  at  Penshurst,  and  he  sent 
him  to  Brown's  Town  under  my  charge,  to  be  carried  before  Mr.  Rawlinson ;  he  told  Mr. 
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Rawlinson  that  he  had  tried  all  be  could  to  pleaee  master,  that  he  had  brought  as  many.       JAAMJCA« 

hread^nnts  as  be  was  able  to  cut,  and  as  master  was  not  satined,  and  threatened  to  have  him  """^ 

pumsbed  again,  he  was  going  to  the  Governor  to  complain ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  ordered  him  to 

be  flogged  again  by  the  police ;  I  was  present  at  the  flogging ;  I  don't  know  how  many  lashes 

&ey  gave  him ;  before  tne  magistrate  passed  sentence  he  said  to  James  Williams,  '^  I  have 

more  trouble  with  you  than  with  any  one  else,  and  you  may  go  and  complain  to  the  Governor, 

or  to  any  one  else  you  like."    James  Williams's  back  was  not  yet  sound  well  from  the  last 

flogging;  I  was  by  the  whole  time  that  the  police  were  flog^ng  him ;  *he  was  tied  to  a  tree, 

and  was  very  severely  catted ;  his  back  was  all  in  one  sore,  mm  the  nape  of  the  neck  to  the 

small  of  the  back ;  Williams  told  me  that  Mr.  Rawlinson  threatened  to  put  him  out  in  the 

imin,  because  he  said  ^^  Mr.  Rawlinson,  you  only  do  just  on  one  side;'    I  did  not  myself 

hear  Mr.  Rawlinson  threaten  to  turn  him  out  in  the  rain ;  I  went  down  with  him  and  the 

police  to  Penshurst,  and  he  got  a  clean  shirt,  and  Margaret  Ellis  bathed  his  back ,  the  poUce 

then  took  him  to  Saint  Ann's  Bay  workhouse ;  I  thought  that  he  was  sent  there  for  14 

days  when  I  heard  the  sentence  passed,  but,  on  counting  tne  days,  I  found  that  he  rem^ed 

there  longer  than  that ;  he  came  nome  on  a  new  year's  (my ;  I  did  not  hear  any  conversation 

with  master  and  him  after  liis  return,  nor  did  he  appear  sickly,  as  he  was  always  a  brave  boy ; 

I  remember  his  being  charged  on  one  occasion  witn  stealing  pork  out  of  a  barrel  in  the  cellar ; 

James  Williams  and  John  Lawrence  at  that  time  always  slept  in  the  kitchen ;  Lawrence 

got  a  fork,  which  he  tied  with  a  piece  of  string  to  a  stick,  and  lanced  the  meat  in  the  barrel, 

which  be  drew  near  to  the  window ;  when  I  discovered  that  John  Lawrence  was  concerned 

i&  Uie  theft,  Williams  got  ashamed  of  his  share  in  it,  and  ran  away ;  he  was  absent  for  two 

dajrs;  I  went  after  him,  and  found  him  at  Miss  Smith's,  at  Runaway  Bay;  on  his  way 

home  he  confessed  to  me  that  he  had  a  share  in  eating  the  poik,  but  that  he  had  no  hand  in 

irtealing  it ;  he  was  brought  here  to  be  tried  by  Mr.  Rawlmson,  when  he  said  he  would  pay 

Ah"  it ;  he  said  he  would  pay  10«. ;  the  ma^strate  then  consented  that  he  should  pay  10  s, 

as  a  settlement  of  the  afiair;  if  James  Williams  had  been  encouraged,  he  would  have  been 

a  very  good  servant;  I  miss  him  now  a  great  deal;  he  was  trying  to  make  a  good  ground, 

bat  he  did  not  have  his  regular  time,  and  his  father,  who  is  a  watchman,  always  assisted 

him  ;   I  do  not  know  that  ne  was  a  bad  thief,  nor  he  was  not  an  upstart,  he  was  always 

lav^hing  and  making  fun,  and  I  used  to  reprove  him  for  it ;  I  don't  think  he  could,  with 

justice,  be  called  a  dishonest  man ;  he  had  never  been  brought  before  a  special  magistrate 

tor  theft  except  in  that  one  instance  about  the  pork ;  he  was  never  proved  to  have  stolen 

any  thing. 

7%e  Qmrt.'] — Wilham  Dalliug,  you  have  given  your  evidence  in  so  correct  and  highly 
creditable  a  manner,  that  we  cannot  dismiss  you  without  expressing  ourselves  extremely 
{deaeed  with  your  conduct. 

JJalling.'] — ^Thank  you,  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Daughtreg.'] — You  appear  to  have  benefited  much  by  the  instruction  of  your  minister, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke,  and  his  predecessors  (of  the  Baptist  Mission).  Observing  many  per- 
8011B  present,  I  cannot  resist  the  inclination  I  feel  to  avow  my  perfect  conviction,  that  the 
iabcMU*s  of  ministers,  missionaries  not  of  the  established  churcb,  have  been  of  incalculable 
value  to  the  colony.  In  the  district  in  which  I  have  chiefly  resided,  their  efforts  have  always 
oome  in  aid  of  the  proceedings  of  the  magistrates ;  crime  has  been  repressed  and  industry 
promoted  by  the  influence  they  have  exerted.  For  myself,  indeed,  I  hesitate  not  to  declare 
that,  but  for  such  auxiliaries,  my  own  duties  might  have  become  so  irksome  and  op{uressive, 
Aat  I  should  very  likely  have  abandoned  them. 

Mr.  Smner.'\ — Indeed,  sir !  Then  you  have  been  a  great  deal  more  fcHtunate  than  we  have 
been. 

Mr.  G0rdon.l1 — I  feel  confident  that  these  gentlemen  are  doing  great  ^ood  in  the  country. 
The  properties  under  my  cjiarge  have  been  considerably  benefited  by  their  instructions. 

Charles  Truemariy  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  about  70  years  of  age,  sworn. 

When  I  am  sick  I  receive  attention  from  massa  ;  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  him ;  he  gives 
me  physic  and  tekes  great  care  of  me.  I  remember  James  Williams  digging  some  yams 
out  of  the  ground  I  was  watehing ;  I  did  not  see  him ;  massa  came  to  the  ground  and  missed 
the  yams ;  I  saw  the  yams  two  days  afterwards  in  a  pear-tree  hole ;  I  saw  James  Williams 
come  to  the  tree  in  the  evening  with  a  basket,  and  put  his  hand  in  the  hole  as  if  te  take  out 
the  yams. 

Mr.  Senior,'] — I  believe  this  is  the  only  one  of  my  people  who  will  speak  the  truth. 

The  C(mrt,'\ — Mr.  Senior,  we  will  not  allow  any  imputation  of  that  sort ;  the  witnesses  who 
have  been  before  us  to-day  have  given  their  testimony  in  an  honest  and  creditable  manner. 

Adam  Broum^  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  remember  when  Dr.  Thompson  came  to  Penshurst  and  ordered  some  of  the  people  to 
be  flogged ;  I  was  one  of  them ;  I  was  flogged  by  the  police  and  received  twenty-five  lashes  ; 
some  of  the  people  were  flogged  by  the  constable,  but  Mr.  Rawlinson  said  that  they  were 
not  flogged  hard  enough ;  I  am  certain  it  was  Mr.  Rawlinson  who  said  so  and  not  master. 
James  Williams  and  Edward  Lawrence  were  flogged  by  the  constable ;  Henry  James  and 
myself  and  Thomas  Brown  were  flogged  by  the  police ;  Henry  James's  stomach  hit  every  now 
and  then  on  the  axle  of  the  wheel ;  every  hck  that  he  received  his  stomach  knocked  against 
the  cart ;  he  never  complained  of  his  stomach  before  the  flogging,  but  he  complained  a  great 
deal  about  it  afterwards ;  he  went  to  the  hospital,  and  I  used  to  see  him  there ;  I  used  to  see 
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LMAICA.      .the  blood  on  the  ground  that  he  spit  up ;  he  complained  that  nobody  from  the  house  took  any 

^"^  notice  of  him  ;  I  saw  a  round  calabash  in  which  there  was  some  of  the  blood  that  he  spit 

up ;  he  remained  some  time  in  the  hothouse  and  then  he  came  here  to  Brown's  Town  to  com- 

Sfain  to  Captain  Dillon ;  I  was  here  at  the  same  time  to  be  tried  myself.  When  he  made , 
is  complamt,  Captain  Dillon  said^ ''  You  must  come  back  again  next  Thursday ;"  he  repUed' 
^^  that  he  had  no  strength  to  come  back,  and  that  he  did  not  think  that  he  should  live  so 
long ;"  a  little  while  after  he  went  out,  he  dropped  down  and  died ;  I  saw  the  body  as  I  was 
passing  on  my  way  to  Knapdale  under  sentence  of  the  magistrate  to  be  placed  m  solitary 
confinement  in  the  Knapdale  dungeon ;  the  earth  on  which  the  body  was  was  covered  with 
bloody  and  blopd  was  also  gushing  out  of  the  mouth  and  nostrils  ;  the  calabash  was  on  the 
ground  with  the  blood  in  it,  whicn  he  brought  up  to  show  to  the  magistrate ;  none  of  the 
blood  was  lost  out  of  it.  I  helped  to  move  the  body  to  the  side  of  the  road  ;  it  was  raining 
at  the  time ;  the  rain  would  have  washed  away  the  blood  from  the  part  of  the  ground  where 
the  body  was ;  the  frock  that  I  had  on  was  all  stained  with  blood  which  came  from  Henry 
James  when  we  were  lifting  him.  I  was  taken  to  Knapdale  dungeon  and  locked  up  with 
James  WilUams ;  it  was  very  damp  ;  the  ground  was  not  floored  ;  I  could  lay  down  at  full 
length  and  stand  upright ;  the  dungeon  was  very  dark,  there  were  no  holes  at  the  top  nor  at 
the  sides  ;  there  were  small  holes  in  the  door  which  gave  a  little  air,  but  Mr.  Patterson  the 
carpenter  came  and  peeped  in,  and  when  he  did  that  he  stopt  the  holes.  All  the  food  we  got 
in  the  dungeon  was  two  plantains  each,  and  sometimes  three,  with  a  pint  of  water  for  a 
whole  day's  allowance  ;  the  last  day  that  we  were  in  the  dungeon  we  were  pretty  well  fed ; 
they  gave  us  a  good  allowance  of  plantains  and  cocoas.  Our  food  was  brought  every  day 
by  William  Atkinson  the  head  constable  on  Penshurst,  since  then  he  has  bought  himself 
free.  We  were  never  let  out  of  the  dungeon  for  the  necessities  of  nature,  nor  did  any  body 
ever  clean  the  dungeon  out  during  the  ten  days,  the  filth  was  allowed  to  remain  in  it  the 
whole  time  in  a  bucket,  which  was  placed  for  our  use.  I  was  very  weak  when  I  came  out, 
but  I  went  home  the  same  day  although  I  could  scarcely  walk ;  when  I  reached  Penshurst, 
before  I  could  speak,  master  cried  out,  "  You  are  not  punished  half  enough  yet;"  he  sent  me 
immediately  to  cut  bread-nut,  and  desired  James  Williams  to  go  and  mend  a  gap  in  the  wall;  I 
told  master  that  I  had  nothing  to  eat,  he  replied,  "  Go  away  and  cut  bread-nut;"  as  I  had 
eat  a  hearty  breakfast  in  the  morning,  I  said  nothing,  and  went  to  my  work.  I  was  punished 
after  that  by  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  sent  me  to  the  workhouse  at  Saint  Ann's  Bay  for  not 
sleeping  in  the  yard ;  he  ordered  me  to  be  put  on  the  treadmill  twice  a  day  for  ten  days ; 
there  were  a  number  of  women  on  the  wheel,  some  of  them  had  young  piccaninnies  ;  there 
were  a  great  number  of  men  also,  and  when  we  could  not  keep  the  step,  both  men  and 
women  were  flogged  with  a  cat ;  I  heard  Mr.  Drake  myself  order  the  driver  to  flog  a  woman 
who  could  not  keep  the  step.  James  Thomas,  Scipio  and  Richard  Laing  were  the  drivers 
who  went  into  the  field  ;  John  Thomas  followed  the  sickly  gang  in  the  yard  and  James 
Bolt  attended  the  mill ;  dancing  the  mill  was  veiy  hard  work ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith, 
who  came  in  from  Dry  Harbour,  had  his  shins  nearly  cut  ofi*;  I  remember  seeing  a  woman 
come  off*  the  mill  with  scarce  any  of  her  clothes  on ;  they  had  been  nearly  all  stripped  oflf  by 
the  labour  and  the  flogging ;  the  boatswain  called  on  Mr.  Drake,  when  she  was  unable  to 
keep  up,  and  Mr.  Drake  replied,  ^^  Flog  her ;"  Mr.  Drake  sometimes  for  spite  would  put  the 
mill  at  great  speed  by  raising  up  the  lever ;  I  don't  remember  the  boatswain  having  done  so ; 
I  remember  seeing  persons  so  bruised  after  coming  down  from  the  mill,  that  they  have  been 
obliged  to  go  to  tne  sea  side  to  wash  off  the  blood  from  their  knees. 

Parson  Johnson  used  sometimes  come  and  read  prayers  at  the  workhouse  on  Sundays,  and 
after  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  go  and  cut  grass  at  Draxhall,  and  bring  wood  and  water ; 
the  women  wei*e  employed  on  Sundays  in  cleaning  out  Mr.  Drake's  yard  and  also  in  cutting 
grass ;  I  was  fed  very  well  in  the  workhouse ;  a  quart  of  flour  and  the  half  of  an  ale-wife 
was  the  allowance  for  each  person  for  a  day ;  1  used  to  cook  my  ^our  myself,  as  I  would  not 
trust  it  to  the  cook ;  we  were  worked  in  chains  on  Sunday,  the  same  as  on  any  other  day, 
but  we  were  not  put  on  the  mill ;  I  was  in  the  house  of  correction  for  ten  days,"  during  that 
time  I  never  saw  any  local  magistrate  or  doctor  there,  they  may  have  visited  when  f  was 
absent  in  the  field ;  I  have  not  been  punished  since  the  time  that  I  returned  home  from  the 
workhouse. 

William  DaUingy  recalled. 

When  I  flogged  James  Williams  with  switches,  I  did  not  observe  Mr.  Rawlinson  standing 
up  to  see  the  punishment  laid  on ;  I  don't  know  when  he  went  away ;  I  remember  whea 
Nanny  Dalling  was  locked  up  in  the  dungeon  with  her  young  child  ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  got 
into  such  a  passion  with  her,  that  he  would  not  allow  her  to  say  a  word;  he  was  very  violent; 
he  laid  his  hands  on  Nanny  Dalling  and  shoved  her  in  the  dungeon ;  she  is  my  daughter  ; 
Mr.  Rawlinson  rode  away  and  returned  some  time  after,  the  same  day ;  I  did  not  go  to  hear 
what  orders  he  gave  about  her,  as  I  was  very  much  hurted ;  she  was  locked  up  at  nights  but 
not  during  the  day ;  she  was  locked  up  for  about  five  or  six  nights ;  her  chud  was  always 
put  in  with  her.  I  remember  when  Mary  Ann  Bell  was  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  she 
was  then  pregnant ;  any  person  without  being  told  so  could  have  seen  from  her  size  that  she 
was  pregnant;  her  child  has  got  the  yaws  now ;  it  has  had  the  yaws  for  12  months ;  Mary 
Ann  Bell  stops  at  the  negro  house  to  mind  her  child ;  in  the  pimento  season  she  sews  bags, 
and  at  other  times  she  does  any  little  work  that  mistress  sends  to  her ;  I  am  certain  that 
Atkinson,  and  no  other,  carried  food  to  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  when  they  were 
confined  in  the  dungeon  at  Knapdale ;  sometimes  two  plantains  and  a  pint  of  water  were 
carried  to  each  of  them  for  a  day's  allowance  ;  three  plantains  were  very  seldom  sent ;  I  only 
remember  one  occasion  that  so  many  were  sent;  the  last  day  they  were  in, in  addition  to  the 
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^antainsy  they  had  some  cocoas ;  I  know  the  dungeon  in  which  James  Williams  and  Adam        JAMAICA. 
Brown  were  confined,  it  was  very  damp  and  close.  


Friday,  22  September  1837. 

Peter  William  Atkinson,  formerly  an  apprentice  on  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  was  at  one  time  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Senior,  but  I  am  how  a  free  man ;  I  purchased  my 
Ireedom  in  February  1836 ;  when  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  were  confined  in  the 
Knapdale  dungeon  for  ten  days,  I  carried  their  food  for  them ;  no  body  else  ever  carried  it ; 
sometimes  I  carried  six  plantains  for  the  two ;  sometimes  I  carried  five ;  I  also  carried  a  pint 
of  water  for  each ;  I  never  carried  so  few  as  four  plantains  ;  Captain  A.  Dillon  said  that 
they  must  be  fed  upon  dry  roasted  plantains  and  a  pint  of  water  each ;  he  did  not  mention 
how  many  plantains  they  were  to  have  ;  as  I  knew  that  the  food  sent  for  them  was  too  little, 
I  sometimes  carried  them  a  little  boiled  food,  which  was  made  up  by  myself  and  the  other 
apprentices ;  I  always  received  the  food  for  them  from  Miss  Senior  herself,  or  from  the  cook, 
to  whom  it  was  sometimes  given  to  be  cooked  and  handed  over  to  me.  The  last  day  that 
James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  were  in  the  dungeon  some  cocoas  were  sent  for  them  ; 
they  never  had  any  cocoas  or  any  thing  else  but  the  plaintains  sent  to  them  on  any  other  day 
but  that.  I  know  the  cell  at  Penshurst,  a  short  person  like  me  could  stand  up  in  it,  but  a  tall 
man  could  not ;  one  day  Mr.  Allen  went  in  to  see  it,  and  was  obliged  to  stoop ;  he  said  to 
master,  "  This  is  very  difficult;"  master  said,  "  It  is  good  enough  to  put  them  devils  in."  The 
dungeon  at  Knapdale  is  high  enough  to  stand  up  in,  it  is  very  damp  however  and  swampy, 
and  not  fit  for  a  person  to  lay  his  body  in ;  whenever  there  is  rain  all  the  water  runs  in  to  the 
dungeon,  and  any  persons  confined  in  it  must  lay  down  in  the  wet,  unless  a  board  is  placed 
there  for  them  ;  neither  air  nor  light  can  get  in"  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  had 
two  small  tubs  in  the  dungeon  for  the  uses  of  nature,  which  were  never  empted  until  the  last 
day  that  they  came  out ;  I  used  to  let  them  out  sometimes  in  the  morning  when  I  carried 
them  their  food ;  sometimes  they  would  go  out,  at  others  they  would  not ;  I  am  certain  that 
the  tubs  were  never  emptied  until  the  last  day.  I  know  Mary  Ann  Bell ;  I  can't  exactly  say 
who  is  the  father  of  her  children;  Mr.  Drake  the  supervisor  of  the  house  of  correction  often 
visited  Penshurst,  but  I  don't  know  whether  he  had  any  improper  intimacy  with  Mary  Ann  Bell. 
There  was  no  regular  hospital  at  Penshurst,  the  place  used  as  such  was  part  of  a  carpenter's 
shop ;  the  shingles  were  very  bad,  and  when  the  rain  came  down  it  poured  down  upon  the 
people ;  the  floor  was  also  very  damp ;  men  and  women  were  locked  up  together ;  I  remember 
that  James  WiUiams  had  to  pay  up  a  great  number  of  days  by  order  of  the  special  magistrate, 
I  can't  say  how  many,  but  it  took  him  a  long  time  to  pav  them ;  in  consequence  of  that  his 

f-Qund  was  neglected ;  the  stock  used  to  get  in,  and  he  necame  so  short  of  provisions,  that 
and  others  through  charity  were  obliged  to  assist  him  with  something  to  eat. 
I  was  valued  twelve  months  before  1  got  the  money  to  pay  for  my  freedom ;  I  was  badly 
used  and  cheated  of  my  time ;  I  made  a  complaint  to  Mr.  Kawlinson  both  for  myself  and 
the  other  people ;  we  were  then  working  on  the  eight-hour  system  ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  asked 
if  I  knew  what  was  meant  by  the  eight-hour  work ;  I  said  "  Yes,"  and  explained  it ;  I  thought 
we  ought  to  have  had  two  hours  for  dinner,  and  one  for  breakfast,  to  commence  work  at  six 
o'clocK  in  the  morning  and  leave  off  at  six  in  the  evening ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  said,  "  Yes,  that 
is  right ;"  I  complained  for  loss  of  time,  because  I  thought  that  we  had  not  even  the  hour 
at  breakfast  and  two  hours  for  dinner,  and  because  it  was  sometimes  dark  befere  we  left  off 
work ;  when  Mr.  Rawlinson  went  away,  Miss  Senior  came  out  and  said,  "  So,  Mr.  Peter,  you 
went  to  complain  about  your  time  to  the  ma^strate ;  you  ought  to  be  well  punished  for  it ;" 
Mr.  Senior  tnen  came  out  of  his  room  and  said,  "  I'll  make  you  see  the  very  devil  before  you 
get  that  fi-eedom ;"  he  said  this  to  all  of  us  who  were  working  before  the  house;  he  then  began 
upon  me ;  I  was  employed  at  sawing  at  the  time ;  all  that  I  could  do  would  not  please 
master ;  he  came  to  me  one  day  when  I  was  at  the  sawing  pit  and  found  great  fault  at  my 
not  having  finished  the  piece  of  wood  which  I  was  sawing ;  it  was  a  very  hard  piece  of  bullet 
-tree  ;  he  said,  "  I'll  see  whether  Mr.  Rawlinson  wont  make  you  saw  any  more;"  my  general 
day's  work  was,  to  saw  fifty  feet  of  bullet  tree  or  ninety  feet  of  cedar  per  day ;  master  went 
away  after  saying  what  he  did  about  Mr.  Rawlinson  ;  this  happened  on  a  Friday ;  on  the 
Monday  morning  following  it  rained  very  heavily  and  I  had  to  saw  a  stick  in  the  yard  where 
the  pit  was  ;  George  Henry  Warren  and  myself  had  to  do  it ;  the  pit  had  a  great  deal  of 
water  in  it,  and  the  water  reached  as  high  as  my  breast ;  I  had  to  hold  the  saw  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pit;  I  endeavoured  to  empty  the  pit  of  the  water  but  I  could  not  do  it 
from  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  which  continued  until  shell  turn-out ;  after  that  we  got  the  piece 
.of  cedar  over  the  pit  and  entered  the  saw  upon  it ;  water  was  still  in  the  pit,  but  from  the 
constant  drawing  it  did  not  reach  further  than  the  bend  of  my  knee ;  we  cut  off*  two  slabs 
that  evening ;  the  stick  was  about  thii-teen  feet  in  length ;  I  was  in  the  water  the  whole  time, 
and  did  not  go  away  until  shell-blow  at  six  o'clock.  On  Tuesday,  Warren  and  myself  went 
to  the  same  work  at  the  usual  time;  about  eleven  o'clock  I  observed  Mr.  Rawlinson  coming 
into  the  yard  through  a  drizzle  of  rain  with  an  umbrella  over  his  head ;  he  went  into  the 
house  and  a  little  while  after  two  policemen  came  up,  with  a  cat  and  a  rope ;  Mr.  Patterson, 
the  carpenter,  at  that  time  was  working  near  the  gate  with  a  brown  man,  named  William 
Grant ;  Mr.  Patterson  brought  William  Grant  to  the  pit  and  said,  **  William  take  over 
these  two  fellows  to  the  magistrate ;"  I  then  came  out  of  the  pit  and  said  to  myself,  "  It  is 
Iiard  to  get  a  flogging  when  I  am  doing  my  work."  I  then  ran  right  off*  to  endeavour  and  avoid 
it;  Warren  went  away  too ;  the  police  were  sent  after  us,  but,  not  being  able  to  catch  us,  they 
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JAMAICA.       turned  back  ;  the  place  where  we  hid  ourselves  was  a  thicket,  so  much  covered  with  bush 
_  *       that  no  body  could  see  us,  although  we  could  see  every  thing  that  was  going  on  in  the  great 

house  and  at  the  negro  houses ;  I  saw  master  and  Mr.  Patterson,  the  carpenter,  go  to  the 
negro  houses,  each  of  them  with  a  stick  in  his  hand ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  remained  in  the  house ; 
he  was  in  the  house  but  I  did  not  see  him  ;  the  first  house  they  went  to  was  George  Henry 
Warren's  ;  Mr.  Patterson  kicked  at  the  door,  but  as  it  was  very  strongly  secured  it  did  not 
give  way. 

Note : — Mr.  Rawlinson  came  into  the  court  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  and 
mentioned  to  the  Commissioners,  that  he  had  not  received  any  notice  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  particular  day  that  the  investigation  was  to 
commence. 

Peter  William  Atkinson^  in  continuation. 

My  master  took  up  a  block  and  dashed  the  door  open ;  after  opening  the  door,  he  went 
in  as  if  to  search  for  something ;  after  that  they  went  into  my  house,  the  door  of  which 
they  kicked  open ;  they  turned  my  bed  upside-down  as  if  they  were  searching,  and  then  they 
came  out  and  went  away :  I  then  went  into  my  house,  toot  up  a  bundle  of  clothes,  and 
returned  to  the  place  where  I  was  hiding.  Mr.  Patterson,  the  carpenter,  returned  soon  after, 
and  began  to  sing, — 

"  This  is  the  house  that  those  fellows  preach  in. 
Hallelujah  !     Hallelujah !     Hallelujah !  " 

He  could  not  see  me,  but  I  could  see  him  and  all  that  he  did.  I  was  accustomed  to  have 
family  prayers  in  my  house  at  night.  While  Mr.  Patterson  was  in  my  house,  the  people  from 
the  great  house  came  and  took  out  all  my  chairs,  tables  and  benches  and  stools ;  they  took 
out  sixteen  pieces  altogether,  and  carried  them  to  the  great  house  yard ;  Mr.  Rawhnson  was 
in  the  great  house  all  the  time  ;  any  body  there  must  have  seen  the  things  when  they  were 
carried  up  to  the  yard  ;  I  thought  to  myself,  "  If  the  magistrate  who  is  sent  to  protect  the 
apprentices  allows  all  this  to  be  done,  and  sees  that  it  is  done,  I  must  go  to  the  Governor, 
as  I  have  no  person  else  to  go  to  and  make  my  complaint."  My  furniture  was  lodged  in 
a  room  where  master  keeps  his  saddles  and  com  m  the  great  house  yard ;  Warren  and 
myself  went  to  the  King's  House,  and  we  saw  Lord  Sligo  the  Governor ;  we  made  our 
complaint  to  him,  and  he  told  Mr.  Ramsay  to  take  down  all  that  we  said ;  after  that  he  sent 
us  by  the  police  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  at  Brown's  Town,  with  a  letter ;  when  we  go  there, 
Mr.  Kawlinson  read  the  letter  and  said,  "  So  you  have  been  to  the  Governor  with  a  heap  of 
lies  about  your  master ;  but  you  did  not  tell  the  Governor  that  you  keep  a  methodist  chapel.*' 
Mr.  Rawlinson  then  gave  us  a  letter  to  master,  and  sent  us  back  to  Penshurst ;  when  I  go 
to  Penshurst  I  foimd  that  my  house  had  been  pulled  down ;  on  inouiry  I  was  told  that  it 
had  been  cut  down  by  four  apprentices,  named  Thomas  Brown,  Williani  Mills,  Joseph 
Lawrence  and  Richard  Lawrence,  who  were  ordered  by  master  to  do  so ;  I  was  also  told 
that  master  was  present  at  the  time,  and  with  a  long  stick  assisted  in  breaking  oflF  the 
shingles.  This  mformation  was  given  to  me  by  the  very  people  who  were  ordered  by 
master  to  pull  the  house  down ;  some  time  after  Mr.  Rawhnson  came  to  the  property  and 
read  to  us  a  part  of  the  Governor's  letter ;  he  then  desired  us  to  go  to  work  and  saw  fifty 
feet  of  wood  per  day ;  he  desired  Warren  and  myself  to  pay  back  six  Saturdays  ftn*  Ae 
time  we  had  been  absent  from  the  property ;  from  that  time  I  was  worked  through  all 
weather,  and  at  all  times.  By  way  of  punishment  we  were  given  bread-nut  logs  to  cut 
through  in  their  green  state,  even  without  stripping  off*  the  bark,  so  that  it  was  impossible 
for  us  to  get  through  our  task  ;  we  v\rere  obliged  to  work  even  during  our  dinner-time  to 
endeavour  and  do  so.  At  last,  on  the  seventh  Saturday,  finding  that  I  could  stand  it  no 
longer,  I  then  got  the  money  and  brought  it  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  purchase  the  remaining 
term  of  my  apprenticeship.  While  we  were  working  at  the  pit  one  day,  master  came  to  us 
and  said  "  You  are  not  punished  half  enough  by  the  magistrate,  I  should  like  to  get  you 
in  the  workhouse  for  six  months,  as  I  am  able  enough  to  hire  a  pair  of  sawyers  in  your 
room  ;"  he  added  "  There  is  one  good  thing,  the  Governor  did  not  hear  your  complaint." 
My  furniture  was  not  returned  until  after  I  purchased  my  freedom,  nor  was  any  house  given 
me  to  live  in,  in  lieu  of  that  which  had  been  pulled  down,  I  therefore  was  obliged  to  go  to 
Knapdale,  to  sleep  at  my  wife's  house  ;  previously  to  mine  being  pulled  down,  she  used  to 
come  there  occasionally  and  I  would  go  to  hers.  After  my  house  was  pulled,  Thomas 
Brown  Lawrence  was  desired  by  my  master  to  dig  up  every  one  of  my  plantain  suckers ; 
he  did  so,  and  they  were  planted  in  master's  own  ground. 

I  borrowed  nearly  the  whole  of  my  money  to  pay  for  my  freedom.  When  I  was  first 
valued  I  was  valued  for  eleven  doubloons,  but  when  I  got  the  money,  after  a  year  and  two 
months  has  passed,  I  was  valued  for  twelve  doubloons  ;  I  am  still  working  to  pay  off  the 
debt  of  my  valuation.  A  few  months  after  I  bought  myself  I  happened  to  meet  Mr.  Raw- 
linson at  Beverley,  and  applied  to  him  about  my  things ;  a  few  days  afterwards  they  were 
put  out  on  the  barbecue,  and  my  fiiends  took  them  and  brought  them  to  me ;  they  did  it 
of  their  own  good-will.  All  this  has  been  done  to  me.  I  consider  that  the  treatment  we  all 
received  from  my  master  proceeded  from  his  wish  to  do  us  all  the  injury  he  could  ;  from 
the  time  that  the  1st  of  August  came,  he  said  he  would  do  every  thing  to  annoy  us ;  he  not 
only  said  this,  but  he  did  it ;  he  said  that  he  would  have  a  law  of  his  own,  and  that  those 
English  devils  (the  magistrates),  and  those  Baptist  fellows  should  not  do  as  they  liked 
on  his  property.  As  to  that  !>•  y,  James  Williams,  poor  fellow,  he  was  a  boy  with  a  good 
heart. 
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William  Mills,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn.  JAMAICA. 

I  was  one  of  the  persons  who  master  ordered  to  cut  down  Atkinson's  house ;  there  were 
four  of  us ;  we  earned  axes,  and  master  went  with  us ;  we  commenced  knocking  down  the 
walls ;  those  posts  which  we  couldn't  pull  down,  we  were  desired  by  master  to  cut  away  with 
our  axes ;  master  knocked  down  a  part,  of  the  Spanish  wall  with  a  long  stick  which  he  had 
in  his  hand ;  he  said,  ^^  I  will  have  this  house  down,  and  you  must  go  somewhere  else  to 
preach,  I  won't  have  it  for  a  prayer  house."  It  was  Atkinson's  house,  and  he  used  to  live 
there  ;  he  kept  every  thing  in  it  that  he  was  worth ;  there  were  several  tables  and  chairs  in 
it,  which  master  made  us  take  out  and  put  into  a  room  in  the  great  house  yard ;  the  house 
was  pulled  down  on  the  same  day  that  Atkinson  went  away ;  he  had  a  noble  garden,  with 
plen^  of  plantain  suckers  in  it ;  I  don't  know  that  they  were  dug  up,  but  master  ^ave  the 
garden  to  a  girl  named  Mary  Ann  Bell,  and  I  afterwards  saw  the  cows  and  hogs  in  it.  We 
all  of  us  used  to  meet  sometimes  in  Atkinson's  house  to  join  in  prayer ;  I  did  not  think  it 
right  in  master  to  have  the  house  destroyed,  but  as  he  gave  the'  orders  we  were  obliged  to 
obey;  as  far  as  I  saw,  Atkinson  was  very  poorly  treated  during  his  apprenticeship;  he 
worKed  very  hard,  and  was  very  badly  treatea;  master  was  not  satisfied  with  any  thing  he 
did.  I  knew  James  Williams,  and  remember  his  having  had  to  pay  a  great  number  of  days; 
it  took  him  a  ^reat  time  to  pay  them  back,  and  therefore  he  could  not  attend  to  his  grounds ; 
the  hogs  would  be  on  one  side  and  the  cattle  on  the  other,  eating  it  down ;  sometimes  he  ws^ 
poverty  itself,  and  would  have  starved  if  he  bad  not  got  help  from  his  brother  apprentices* 
1  heard  that  be  was  accused  of  stealing  yams ;  it  was  not  proved  against  him ;  it  was  at  the 
time  that  he  had  to  pay  back  so  many  days ;  he  was  badly  off  for  victuals ;  I  remember 
being  put  into  the  dungeon  for  refusing  to  work  as  master  wanted  us  to  do  on  the  half 
Friday ;  we  said  we  would  work  our  four  hours  and  a  half  at  once,  but  master  wanted  to 
draw  us  off  at  the  usual  breakfast  time,  and  make  us  work  the  balance  of  the  time  after* 
vnurds ;  master  put  me  and  Thomas  Brown  and  Joseph  Lawrence  in  the  dungeon,  because 
be  said  we  advised  the  people  not  to  work  as  he  wished;  he  ordered  me  in  himself;  the 
constable  met  me,  put  me  before  him,  and  then  locked  me  up ;  we  were  locked  up  on  Friday 
about  11  o'clock,  and  let  out  about  the  same  time  next  day ;  James  Wilhams  had  been  put 
in  the  dungeon  before  we  were  put  in ;  when  master  took  Atkinson  and  Warren  from  the  ' 

saw-pit,  I  was  put  to  work  there ;  but  as  I  was  a  new  hand  I  did  not  work  well,  and  master 
used  me  very  badly  for  it ;  it  was  the  first  time  I  ever  held  a  saw ;  I  was  never  given  any 
regular  task,  but  I  did  all  I  could  to  give  satisfaction ;  I  was  not  sawing  more  than  a  week, 
when  master  put  me  in  the  dungeon  for  not  doing  good  work ;  he  always  threatened  to  bring 
me  before  Mr.  RawUnson  ;  I  was  put  to  saw  bread-nut  head  which  is  the  hardest  of  woods, 
with  another  young  hand  like  myself;  how  then  could  I  be  expected  to  do  well  ?  This  is  thq 
first  time  that  I  was  put  into  the  dungeon ;  I  was  put  in  from  evening  until  next  morning  ; 
Richard  Lawrence,  the  person  who  was  sawing  with  me,  was  also  put  into  the  dungeon  at  the 
same  time.  I  knew  Benjamin  Higgins,  he  and  James  Williams  and  Joseph  Lawrence  were 
put  into  the  dungeon  with  myself  the  second  time  that  I  was  confined  there ;  I  was  not 
brought  up  before  the  special  magistrate  after  I  had  been  locked  up  for  not  sawing  enough 
wood. 

Joseph  Lawrence,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  was  one  of  the  people  who  was  sent  to  pull  down  Atkinson*s  house ;  I  was  in  the  field 
when  master  called  four  of  us,  and  desired  us  to  go  with  axes  to  Atkinson's  house ;  we  went 
there ;  master  and  Mr.  Patterson  followed  us ;  master  ordered  us  to  take  our  axes  and  pull 
down  the  watling  and  the  posts ;  we  did  so ;  master  was  present  all  the  time,  and  he  helped 
himself  to  pull  down  the  watling ;  he  made  us  carry  all  the  furniture  to  the  great  house  yard; 
I  didn't  hear  him  give  any  reasons  for  pulling  down  the  house,  further  than  saying  that  the 
negroes  were  "  playing  the  devil/'  by  making  it  a  meeting ;  his  words  were  "  It  is  here  you 
all  meet  and  play  the  devil  in  the  negro  houses,  you  shan  t  meet  here  again  J'  I  was  a  con- 
stable once ;  I  had  not  been  one  for  more  than  a  week,  when  master  put  me  in  the  dungeon 
one  Friday ;  I  was  driver  of  the  gang ;  master  one  Friday  blew  shell  for  breakfast,  and  the 
people  said  that  they  would  rather  work  their  four  and  a  half  hours  out  at  once ;  master 
desired  me  to  tell  them  to  go  to  breakfast ;  I  tried  all  I  could  to  make  them  go,  but  they 
would  not ;  I  went  and  told  master ;  he  said,  "  Go  back  and  tell  them  that  they  must  go  to 
their  breakfast ; "  by  the  time  that  I  could  go  back,  master  ordered  William  Dalling  to  take 
me  up ;  I  went  with  William  Dalhng  to  the  dungeon ;  I  was  the  first  who  was  put  in ;  James 
Wilhams  was*  brought  in  afterwards;  as  I  was  inside,  I  did  not  hear  anything  that  he  said; 
Benjamin  Higgins,  William  Mills  and  Thomas  Brown  were  also  put  in ;  we  were  kept  in 
the  dungeon  until  the  next  morning  (Saturday),  and  then  let  out ;  we  were  let  out  about 
breakfast  time ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  came  one  day  the  next  week  ;  I  was  tried  for  not  making  the 
people  go  to  breakfast ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  sentenced  me  to  the  workhouse ;  as  I  went  in  I  was 
catted  ;  I  don't  remember  how  many  licks  I  got ;  every  morning  and  evening  I  was  put  on 
the  treadmill ;  James  Wilhams  went  with  me  to  the  workhouse,  and  received  the  same 
punishment ;  I  think  we  were  kept  in  for  ten  days. 

Amelia  Lawrence  was  tried  the  same  day  for  being  at  the  first  row;  master  said,  "  It  is 
because  your  brother  is  the  driver,  that  you  put  yourself  at  the  first  row,  and  want  to  be  the 
head  woman."  She  was  also  sent  to  the  workhouse.  The  food  that  we  got  in  the  workhouse 
was  a  pint  of  boiled  com,  which  was  drest  by  the  cook  in  the  field,  and  one  ale-wife  between 
two  persons ;  this  was  given  to  us  in  the  morning,  and  we  got  nothing  else  until  the  next  day; 
I  am  certain  that  we  only  got  a  pint  of  com ;  I  know  the  difference  between  a  pint  and  a 
quart;  a  pint  is  sold  for  6d.,  and  a  quart  for  lOd.;  we  were  used  badly  enough  in  the 
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JAMAICA^        workhouse ;  five  persons  used  to  be   put  on  the  treadmill  at  a  time,  and  sometimes  more 

than  that ;  the  first  day  I  went  on,  the  mill  bruised  my  knee  a  great  deal ;  the  blood  ran  all 

down  fi-om  my  shins ;  when  the  people  could  not  keep  the  step,  the  driver  flogged  them ; 
he  did  not  flog  me,  because  I  soon  caught  it ;  the  women  were  flogged  as  well  as  the  men ; 
they  were  flogged  on  their  legs,  and  some  of  them  were  flogged  very  badly ;  I  have  seen 
women  hangmg  on  the  mill  by  their  hands,  as  they  could  not  keep  up ;  then  they  were 
greatly  bruised ;  I  have  seen  many  women  on  the  mill  who  had  young  sucking  children ; 
Sie  children  were  left  in  the  yard  when  they  were  taken  to  dance  the  mill ;  the  women  were 
also  put  on  the  mill  morning  and  evening,  and  sometimes  their  pain  would  be  so  great  that 
they  would  bawl  loud  enough  to  be  heard  a  great  way  off";  i  saw  several  women  from 
Hiattsfield  on  the  mill ;  some  of  them  had  young  children ;  there  were  a  great  number  of 
these  women  in.  On  Sunday  morning  the  men  were  sent  to  cut  wood  and  grass,  and  bring 
water ;  the  women  were  employed  in  sweeping  the  yard  of  the  workhouse,  and  Mr.  Drake's 
yard  at  his  own  house ;  we  were  chained  two  and  two  on  Sundays,  the  same  as  on  other 
days ;  while  I  was  in  the  workhouse  I  never  saw  any  minister  of  the  Gospel  come  there  on 
Sundays ;  I  have  seen  several  women  faint  on  the  treadmill ;  when  they  were  in  that  situa- 
tion sometimes  they  were  taken  down,  and  at  other  times  they  were  left  hanging  by  their 
wrists  until  the  other  people  were  taken  ofi*;  I  never  saw  any  magistrate  visit  the  workhouse 
while  I  was  there ;  Drake  used  to  flog  the  people  sometimes  with  his  riding  whip,  and 
sometimes  with  his  supple-jack,  both  oft"  and  on  the  mill ;  he  used  to  flog  the  people  for  his 
pleasure,  and  would  say,  "  You  are  a  worthless  set  and  won't  work  for  your  master ; "  he 
never  flogged  me ;  Mr.  Drake  used  to  visit  master's  house  very  often.  I  knew  an  old  woman 
by  the  name  of  Sally,  belonging  to  Coolshade ;  she  was  often  put  on  the  wheel,  but  was 
not  able  to  work ;  she  used  to  hang  on  the  wheel,  and  get  severely  flogged  ;  Mr.  Drake  used 
to  flog  her  himself;  I  have  seen  the  drivers  flog  the  people  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  yard ; 
they  used  to  flog  both  men  and  women ;  the  drivers  were  bad  people.  I  remember  that 
Amelia  Laurence  complained  to  me  of  James  Thomas,  one  of  the  drivers,  for  wanting  her  to 
consent  to  his  improper  wishes ;  my  sister  was  persecuted  a  great  deal  by  this  man,  and  felt 
much  hurt  about  it,  as  she  was  a  married  woman ;  the  young  women  whom  the  drivars  took 
a  fancy  to,  were  put  by  them  to  light  work ;  the  women  who  had  young  sucking  children 
carried  their  children  out  on  their  backs,  and  were  never  let  out  of  the  field  even  if  it  rained; 
the  children  were  placed  at  the  fireside  with  the  cooks;  sometimes  when  the  children  cried 
very  badly,  the  mothers  were  allowed  to  give  them  suck,  but  this  was  when  Mr.  Drake  was 
not  in  the  field  ;  if  he  was  in  the  field  he  would  not  permit  the  women  to  give  their  children 
suck  ;  I  don't  remember  seeing  the  women  working  in  the  field  with  the  children  tied  to  their 
backs.  When  the  people  are  on  the  mill,  sometimes  it  is  made  to  go  faster  than  at  other 
times  ;  the  driver  always  holds  the  pole,  and  he  can  make  it  go  faster  or  slower  as  he  pleases, 
sometimes  it  went  so  fast  that  some  of  the  people  missed  the  step  and  hung,  by  which 
means  they  cut  their  feet;  I  don't  remember  its  going  so  fast  as  to  make  all  the  people 
who  were  on  hang  by  their  wrists ;  I  remember  that  James  Williams  used  to  compuain  a 
great  deal  about  his  stomach,  particularly  when  he  had  to  climb  the  bread-nut  trees.  I  was 
not  by  when  he  was  flogged  by  William  !balling  with  the  lancewood  switches ;  I  remember 
that  at  one  time  he  had  to  pay  to  master  a  great  number  of  days;  he  could  not  attend  to^ 
his  grounds,  and  his. provisions  were  eat  up  by  the  hogs  and  cows;  I  used  to  ^o  and  help 
mould  up  his  cocoas  for  him,  and  gave  him  provisions  sometimes  to  help  him  in  nis  distress; 
I  heard  that  he  was  accused  of  stealing  yams,  but  I  don't  remember  the  particular  time ; 
vnth  regard  to  Atkinson's  garden,  master  sent  Thomas  Brown,  desiring  him  to  dig  up  the 
plantain  suckers  and  plant  them  in  his  (master's)  corn-piece ;  the  whole  of  them  were  not  dug 
up ;  only  the  young  suckers  were  dug  up ;  I  believe  that  the  ground  was  given  to  Atkinson's 
children,  Peter  and  Willy ;  William  DaUing  is  a  constable  now ;  he  can't  please  massa ; 
nobody  can  please  him. 

Amelia  Lawrence,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  was  tried  once  by  Mr.  Rawlinson,  in  consequence  of  master's  disputing  with  me  about 
work.  Mr.  Rawlinson  sent  me  to  the  workhouse,  but  did  not  mention  to  me  how  many 
days  I  was  to  be  in  the  workhouse ;  when  I  came  back,  master  told  me  that  Mr.  Rawlinson 
said  I  was  to  pay  back  ten  days  as  an  additional  punishment.  The  next  time  that  I  was 
punished,  I  was  sent  to  the  dungeon  at  Penshurst  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  about  my 
working  at  the  first  row  ;  the  next  morning  I  was  brought  up  before  Mr.  Kawlinson,  and 
I  begg:ed  him  not  to  punish  me.  Master's  complaint  was,  that  I  worked  at  the  first  row, 
and  that  I  took  upon  myself  to  do  so  because  my  brother  was  a  driver.  I  was  sent  to  the 
workhouse  for  this.  I  am  a  married  woman,  with  a  family  of  four  children ;  I  was  put  on 
the  treadmill  morning  and  evening.  There  can  be  no  harder  work  than  treadmill  punish- 
ment ;  the  mill  bruised  my  legs  and  gave  me  great  pain,  but  the  greatest  pain  I  felt  was 
between  my  shoulders ;  I  have  never  recovered  up  to  the  present  moment  from  the  punish- 
ment of  the  treadmill.  I  have  pains  all  about  my  body  since  then,  which  I  cannot  get  over, 
particularly  those  in  the  small  of  the  back  ;  my  wrists  and  fingers  are  so  hurt  that  they  are 
swelled  even  now ;  some  of  the  people  used  to  feel  very  faint  upon  the  mill,  and  when  they 
could  not  keep  up  the  boatswain  would  not  take  them  off,  but  would  whip  them  well  to 
make  them  go  on.  One  day  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jenkins,  who  was  an  under  busha,  hit  me 
a  whop  after  I  came  off  the  mill,  and  made  use  of  very  bad  expressions  to  me ;  the  expres- 
sions were  so  bad  that  I  can't  make  use  of  them  now.  Jenkins  had  a  spite  against  me 
because  I  would  not  consent  for  him  to  have  an  improper  connexion  with  a  girl  named 
Catherine  Bayley,  who  was  in  the  workhouse  ;  I  was  obliged  to  say  that  Cathenne  Bayley 

was 
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was  my  daughter,  in  order  to  protect  her  from  Jenkins.    James  Thomas,  one  of  the  boat-        JAMAICA- 
STi'ains,  wanted  me  to  consent  to  do  what  was  wrong  with  him ;  he  kept  on  following  me  for  — 

this  purpose  all  the  time  I  was  in  the  workhouse ;  I  could  not  get  any  rest  for  him  ;  I  saw 
a  woman  go  one  night  to  one  of  the  drivers,  but  I  could  not  distmguish  which  of  the  drivers 
it  was  who  called  her.  I  saw  a  whole  set  of  women  who  had  come  in  from  Hiattsfield;  they 
were  sent  to  the  workhouse  before  I  went  in,  and  they  were  dreadfully  cut  upon  the  mill  ; 
several  of  them  had  young  children  •  there  were  very  few  of  them  able  to  work  in  the  field, 
not  more  than  four  or  five,  the  rest  were  locked  up,  having  been  knocked  up  by  the  tread- 
mill ;  they  were  quite  lame,  and  sometimes  they  would  fall  off  the  mill,  and  water  would  then 
be  thrown  over  them  to  bring  them  to.  One  young  woman  in  particular  had  her  legs  so 
bad  that  she  could  not  turn  herself,  and  another,  who  was  big  with  child,  was  dreadfully 
hacked ;  but  an  old  woman  who  had  a  daughter  named  Affy,  fi*om  Uiattsfield,  was  worse 
knocked  up  than  any  of  the  rest ;  there  was  another  woman,  named  Mrs.  Byfield,  also  from 
Hiattsfield,  with  a  young  sucking  child ;  she  was  also  placed  on  the  mill ;  the  woman  that  was 
so  big  with  child  had  such  pains  that  she  could  not  bear  any  person  even  to  touch  her.  I  do 
not  remember  her  name ;  there  was  no  doctor  woman  nor  any  woman  whatever  to  attend  to 
the  sick  people.  The  drivers  always  came  before  day  to  count  them,  and  it  was  at  that  time 
they  would  endeavour  to  gain  over  the  women  for  improper  purposes ;  they  frequently  put 
questions  of  this  sort  to  me,  but  I  never  consented ;  I  know  one  women,  however^  who  was 
bad  enough  to  do  so.  I  never  saw  any  doctor  come  to  hothouse ;  to  tell  the  truth,  if  the 
people  wanted  medicine  it  was  the  boatswain  who  g^ve  it.  James  Thomas  was  the  driver 
who  used  to  follow  me,  and  ask  me  to  give  myself  up  to  him.  I  used  to  fret  much,  and  told 
James  Williams  about  it,  he  said  "  Never  mind,  they  can't  do  you  any  thing."  Mr.  Drake 
often  used  to  say  "  You  Penshurst  and  Chester  people  are  always  neglecting  your  masters' 
business  and  minding  preaching,  and  Pll  make  you  sick  of  coming  here ;  FU  beat  the 
methodist  out  of  you ;"  him  and-  master  were  ffreai  friends,  he  used  to  visit  master  very 
frequently.  When  James  Thomas  found  that  I  would  not  consent  to  his  wishes,  he  used 
to  treat  me  very  badly.  One  day  Mr.  Drake  gave  Catherine  Bayley  a  good  beating,  saying, 
she  was  Miss  Senior's  waiting  maid,  and  must  have  been  impudent  to  her  or  she  would  not 
have  sent  her  to  the  workhouse ;  the  people  were  all  shackled  at  night.  When  Catherine 
Bayley  and  I  were  in  the  first  time,  we  used  to  sleep  in  shackles,  and  with  big  chains  about. 
our  necks  every  night ;  last  time  I  was  in  they  were  not  so  particular.  The  hfe  people  were  • 
fed  with  flour  every  day,  and  the  rest  were  fed  with  corn  ;  one  shad  was  given  between  two 
persons.  When  I  came  out  of  the  workhouse,  some  time  after,  about  Christmas,  I  was 
going  to  the  hothouse,  but  was  obliged  to  lay  down  on  the  ground  from  exhaustion  ;  master 
passed,  and  when  he  saw  me,  he  laughed,  and  calling  out  to  some  of  the  apprentices  said,. 
quite  gladly,  **  You  see  what  she  is  come  to."  He  api)eared  quite  ^lad  at  the  way  I  was 
reduced,  and  made  use  of  the  most  indecent  expressions  and  oams  towards  me.  One 
would  not  think  that  a  gentleman  could  make  use  of  such  words ;  I  remember  a  woman 
from  Hiattsfield,  who  fainted  on  the  mill ;  they  took  her  down,  and  she  laid  down  tumbling 
in  the  dirt  like  a  hog ;  water  was  thrown  upon  her,  and  her  fellow-apprentices  fretted  a  great 
deal  about  it.  I  was  chained  to  a  woman  named  Susan  White ;  she  was  big  with  child,  and 
was  put  every  day  on  the  mill ;  she  used  to  hang  vqry  often  on  the  mill ;  the  women  were 
always  strapped  tiehtly  to  the  board  above  the  mill.  I  knew  a  woman  named  Sally, 
belonging  to  Coolshade;  she  was  old  and  weak;  she  was  chained  to  a  woman  named 
Mimba ;  I  don't  remember  the  christian  name  of  the  woman  to  whom  she  was  chained ; 
the  women  were  beaten  from  morning  till  night ;  Mr.  Drake  used  to  beat  them  himself; 
Mimba  was  a  young  woman,  but  a  poor  thing ;  I  don't  remember  seeing  Sally  on  the  mill,, 
but  they  used  to  beat  her  at  all  times.  I  know  Banker's  negro  houses  ;  one  particular  day,, 
when  the  gang  was  working  there,  the  rain  fell  very  heavy ;  on  the  way  home  uie  old  woman, , 
Sally,  could  not  keep  up  with  the  rest,  and  they  beat  her  well  that  day ;  the  drivers  used  to 
beat  her  until  she  tumoled  down ;  they  never  played  with  her,  but  beat  her  cruelly ;  she 
W9LS  beaten  every  day  when  we  were  domg  hard  work,  and  she  could  not  keep  up  with  the 
rest.  When  the  women  with  young  sucking  children  went  to  work  in  the  neld,  they  left 
the  children  at  the  fire-side ;  if  rain  came  the  children  got  wet ;  the  mothers  were  hardly 
allowed  to  ^ive  the  children  suck;  sometimes  they  made  a  woman,  named  Rebecca,  belonging 
to  Tobolski,  tie  her  child  to  her  back  and  work  in  the  field.  I  don't  remember  seeing 
Mr.  Hylton,  the  clerk  of  the  peace  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  in  the  workhouse,  but  I  have  heard  of 
his  being  there ;  I  remember  a  woman,  named  Eliza  Nathan,  who  was  in  the  workhouse  ; 
she  was  there  at  the  same  time  that  I  was  ;  she  could  not  dance  good,  but  was  always  very 
iaintish,  as  she  was  with  child ;  one  day  she  dragged  upon  the  mill  and  was  obliged  to  be 
taken  down  ;  I  did  not  see  her  catted ;  her  shins  were  much  peeled  ;  she  was  obliged  to  be 
sent  into  the  hospital  of  the  workhouse ;  her  shins  were  cut  up,  but  not  so  bad  as  those  of 
a  woman,  named  Eliza  Osbom,  fi-om  Knapdale ;  she  was  mashed  up  in  a  very  bad  manner. 
The  women's  work  on  Sunday  was  to  clean  out  Mr.  Drake's  yard  and  carry  water ;  the  men 
were  employed  in  cutt'mg  grass ;  the  chains  were  kept  on  us  on  Sundays  as  well  as  on 
other  days.  All  that  we  got  to  eat  was  a  quart  of  com,  which  was  given  out  in  the  morning, 
and  a  shad  between  two  of  us ;  this  was  to  last  us  the  whole  day.  I  have  seen  women  come 
ofi*the  mill  with  a  great  portion  of  their  clothes  torn,  but  not  so  bad  as  to  expose  their 
persons  mdecently.  The  negroes  of  Penshurst  have  no  half  Fridays  now,  and  when  I  com- 
plained about  it  to  Mr.  Rawlmson,  he  told  us  that  the  Governor  himself  could  not  compel 
our  master  to  ^ve  us  the  half  Fridays. 

This  witness,  after  finisliing  her  testimony,  informed  the  court  that  her  master, 

Mr.  Senior,  is  now  in  the  constant  habit  of  flogging  her  daughter,  and  that  he 

does  so  eveiy  day  without  any  cause  whatever. 
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Saturday,  23  September  1837. 

Mr.  Senior  appeared,  and,  having  been  informed  that  Peter  Atkinson  had  charged  him 
with  pulling  down  his  house,  admitted  having  pulled  down  a  house  which  had  been  considered 
as  the  house  of  Atkinson,  which  he  afterwards  claimed,  as  it  was  a  nuisance ;  Mr.  Senior 
said  that  he  did  not  consider  the  house  as  the  dwelling-place  of  Atkinson,  as  he  did  not  sleep 
in  it,  but  went  at  night  to  his  wife  at  Knapdale ;  Mr.  Senior  claimed  the  right  of  pulling 
down  the  house  as  a  nuisance,  as  it  had  been  made  an  improper  use  of;  he  admitted  naving 
done  so  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Peter  Atkinson.  Mr.  Senior  then  mentioned  that 
Peter  Atkinson  used  to  make  excuses  for  turning  out  late  in  conseq^uence  of  sleeping  at 
Knapdale,  alleging  that  he  had  no  house  at  Penshurst ;  this  was  previously  to  the  destruc- 
lion  of  the  house.  Mr.  Senior  said  that  there  was  a  small  bed-room  attacned  to  the  house 
which  was  not  taken  down,  and  that  Atkinson  had  no  other  house  on  the  property  than  the 
one  which  was  destroyed ;  he  considered  it  a  nuisance  in  consequence  of  the  great  noise 
made  there  at  nights  by  iJie  strange  people  who  congregated  there  for  purposes  which  he 
does  not  know ;  he  considered  their  meetmgs  unlawful,  and  wished  to  prevent  them ;  he  did 
not  know  where  the  nuisance  was  previously  to  the  day  when  he  went  to  see  if  Atkinson 
had  gone  from  the  house ;  there  was  a  bed  there  which  he  did  not  trouble,  but  he  took  oot 
some  chairs  and  benches,  which  were  delivered  up  afterwards  ;  there  was  only  one  bed  in 
the  place,  and  that  was  in  the  room  which  was  not  pulled  down.  The  house  appeared 
to  be  appropriated  entirely  as  a  soii  of  chapel ;  there  was  one  or  two  packages  with  clothes 
which  were  taken  away,  but  were  given  up  afterwards  on  being  claimed. 

EUza  Finlaysoriy  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  apparently  between  12  and  13  years 

of  age,  sworn. 

I  am  the  daughter  of  Amelia  Lawrence ;  I  was  bom  before  she  was  married ;  I  have  been 
switched  since  tne  1st  August  1834.  No  longer  than  Monday  last,  master  flogged  me  with 
his  chaise-whip ;  1  have  been  frummed  often  and  put  into  the  dungeon.  On  Monday  last, 
master  came  up  and  hit  me  a  lick,  and  I  run  off;  he  then  came  back  and  hit  me  two  licks 
with  the  chaise-whip  over  my  head.  I  was  digging  dung  in  the  yard  with,  a  boy  named 
Richard  Brown ;  some  of  the  duns:  was  left,  and  master  cSled  me  to  dig  it  up ;  as  soon  as 
I  went  to  the  place,  he  took  his  chaise-whip  and  struck  me ;  master  has  flogged  me  often 
enough  before  this  time,  particularly  one  day  when  we  were  working  in  the  grass  piece ;  he 
came  that  day  with  his  chaise-whip  and  flogged  me  and  a  boy  named  Davy ;  he  flogeed  me 
on  my  back  ;  he  never  made  the  constable  frum  me,  but  oft^n  said  that  he  would  msie  him 
do  so;  he  flogged  me  this  day  because  he  said  that  we  were  standing  up  and  not  doing  any 
work.  Master  not  only  frum  me  sometimes,  but  he  frums  the  other  boys  ajid  girls.  Last 
Monday  he  was  standing  on  the  Barbecue,  and  when  he  called  me  to  dig  up  the  dung 
he  went  into  the  house,  brought  out  the  chaise-whip,  and  then  flogged  me  with  it ;  I  never 
complained  to  the  special  justice,  nor  did  any  of  the  other  boys  and  girls  complain;  plenty 
of  us  have  been  put  mto  the  dungeon  at  times ;  I  was  there  not  long  ago ;  I  was  put  in  on 
the  Friday  night,  and  let  out  the  ^  next  morning  at  buckra's  breakrast-time  ;  I  was  put  in 
with  old  Ann  Campbell,  Abis  andPhillis;  we  were  put  in  for  not  being  in  the  field  in  time 
after  breakfast ;  we  had  been  working  in  the  morning  and  went  to  breakfast  at  shell-blow, 
and,  as  our  breakfast  was  not  ready,  we  returned  to  work  a  little  late ;  master  was  there 
when  we  went  to  work,  he  made  the  constable  put  us  in  the  dungeon  when  we  drew  off 
from  work  at  four  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  other  people  had  not  worked  much  when 
we  returned  to  the  field  in  the  morning ;  they  had  not  worked  more  than  ten  or  twelve  feet; 
the  work  they  were  doing  was  hoeing  grass.  I  have  been  put  into  the  dungeon  often  enough 
before  that  time,  not  by  orders  from  the  special  magistrates  but  by  master's  own  orders. 
In  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Senior,  this  witness  said,  "  I  was  only  brought  up  one 
time  before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  I  never  told  him  that  I  would  not  work  when  he  t6ld  me  to 
do  so."  One  day  master  carried  us  all  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  but  he  did  not  complain  of  us; 
he  only  complained  of  the  great  gang.  Mr.  Rawlinson  ordered  the  ereat  gang  to 
pay  a  Saturday.  I  was  sitting  under  a  custard  apple  tree,  and  did  not  hear  what  the 
magistrate  said ;  he  may  have  ordered  all  the  people  to  pay  the  Saturday ;  the  third  gang,  to 
which  I  belonged,  I  am  certain,  was  ordered  by  master  to  pay  the  Saturday,  but  I  don't 
know  whether  the  magistrates  told  him  to  make  us  pay  it  or  not.  Mr.  Senior  on  question 
from  the  court  said,  that  he  had  at  times  put  parties  in  the  dungeon,  but  had  always  men- 
tioned his  having  done  so  to  the  special  magistrate  on  his  visit  to  the  property,  although  he 
had  not  preferred  a  subsequent  complaint  against  them,  and  that  the  special  magistrate  had 
given  his  sanction  to  him  to  act  in  this  manner.  Mr.  Senior  then  asked  the  court,  as  they 
mentioned  that  such  a  proceeding  was  illegal,  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  small  gang 
when  they  committed  faults ;  he  wished  to  know  whether  he  had  not  authority  to  switch 
them  ? 

The  Court,'] — No,  decidedly  not ;  you  have  no  legal  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Senior.l — Dr.  Thompson,  a  special  magistrate,  told  me  that  I  had  a  right. 

Ann  Campbell,  an  old  weakly  woman,  apparently  about  60  years  of  age,  sworn. 

I  was  driver  to  the  little  gang,  and  master  told  me  that  when  they  behaved  wron^,  I  must 
switch  them.  I  said  "  No ;  1  could  not  do  it,  as  the  law  would  not  give  me  right  if  I 
switched  any  body."  I  told  him  that  if  he  wanted  the  children  to  be  switched  he  must  carry 
them  to  their  mammys,  and  let  them  switch  them.    After  this  Mr.  Rawlinson  came,  and 

massa 
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laassa  said,  "  You  must  send  this  woman  to  the  jig  mill."    Mr.  Rawlinson  said,  "What  has        J  AMAIC5A. 
this  poor  old  woman  done  to  be  sent  to  the  jig  mill  ?"     Master  replied,  "  She  wont  flog  the  —•^ 

picaninnies."  From  that  time  master  cursed,  and  cursed,  and  cursed  me  at  all  times.  One 
day,  after  the  Mulgrave  law  come  in,  I  was  in  the  field,  and  I  said  to  driver  that  I  wanted 
to  go  aside  foi-  a  particular  j)urpose,  but  when  master  heard  it  he  cried  out,  "  There  is  no 
law  for  that."  This  was  Friday ;  I  was  obliged  to  go  aside,  and  master  took  and  locked  me 
up  in  the  evening,  and  let  me  out  on  Saturday.  IVIaster  told  constable  that  hq  locked  me 
up  upon  this  account  Another  time  the  shell  blow  for  breakfast ;  I  had  been  carrying 
dun^,  and  went  to  my  hut  to  get  my  breakfast ;  when  the  shell  blew  to  turn  out,  I  left 
ihe  hut,  but,  as  I  could  not  walk  as  fast  as  the  others,  I  was  lated  in  the  field.  When  I  got 
there  I  saw  massa ;  he  abused  me  for  turning  out  late,  and  in  the  evening  he  made  the 
constable  put  me  and  Abis,  and  Lizly  Finlayson,  and  another  of  the  girls  in  the  dungeon. 
Mistress  (Miss  Senior)  called  out  to  the  constable,  and  said,  ^^  Hawl  her  by  the  neck,  and 
put  her  into  the  dungeon.''  Mistress  said  that  it  was  me  who  they  were  to  hawl,  but  the 
constable  said  ^*  No,  he  could  not  do  so,  as  the  law  did  not  tell  him  to  do  any  thine  like 
that."  Master  threatened  me  after  I  came  out  of  the  dungeon  to  send  me  to  Brown's  Town, 
to  the  magistrate ;  he  then  told  me,  "  You  are  a  driver  for  the  piccaninny  gang,  and  if  you 
wont  frum  them  when  they  do  wron^,  you  must  work."  He  then  turned  me  out  to  work  in 
the  small  gang,  and  I  am  now  workmg  there.  I  have  a  big  swelling  or  rising  in  my  back. 
On  Monday  last  I  went  to  mistress,  and  begged  for  some  grease  to  make  a  plaister  to  put 
on  it;  mistress  cursed  me,  and  said,  "  Go  to  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Baptist  parson,  since  you 
carry  your  master  to  law,  and  make  him  cure  you."  I  told  her  that  I  nad  never  carried 
master  to  law ;  she  then  cursed  me,  and  walked  away  without  giving  me  the  grease.  Some- 
time before  this  I  had  a  blister  on  my  back ;  Dr.  Tucker  ordered  it  to  be  put  on,  but 
before  mistress  fi^ave  it  me  she  and  master  abused  me  in  such  a  manner  that  I  was  ashamed 
as  a  dog.  At  the  time  I  had  on  the  blister  there  was  no  doctor  woman  in  the  hothouse, 
and,  as  I  wanted  to  get  it  dressed,  I  got  a  mulatto  woman,  named  Mrs.  Mills,  to  cut  it ; 
when  massa  saw  her  cutting  it  he  abused  her  a  great  deal;  rather  than  remain  in  the  hot- 
house with  such  treatment,  1  went  out,  raw  as  the  blister  was,  to  work.  I  went  first  to  my 
ground  on  a  Satiurday,  and  cut  a  few  corns,  and  dug  a  few  victuals,  so  as  to  prepare  for  the 
Monday.  On  my  return  it  rained  very  hard ;  it  rained  like  thunder.  The  constables  came 
up  to  me,  to(^  me  in  my  wet  clothes,  and  locked  me  up  with  them  on  in  the  dungeon  ;  there 
I  remained  till  next  morning ;  constable  locked  me  up  by  master's  orders.  I  did  not  get 
any  food  all  the  time  I  was  in  the  dungeon,  although  I  told  my  master  that  I  had  not  had 
any  thing  to  eat  the  whole  day.  I  begged  him  for  something  to  eat,  and  he  said  he  would 
not  give  it.  In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Senior,  this  witness  stated  that  some  time 
last  week  she  was  met  by  her  mfister,  in  his  time,  with  a  basket  of  provisions  on  her  head ; 
she  was  then  going  to  her  work,  and  believes  that  it  was  about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the 
time  she  ought  to  have  turned  out.  Mr.  Senior  assured  the  court  that  there  is  very  little 
truth  in  the  statements  made  by  Ann  Campbell  and  the  other  apprentices  from  Penshurst ; 
on  being  asked  by  the  court  whether  he  wisned  to  ask  any  questions,  or  bring  forward  any 
vntnesses  to  refute  what  had  been  already  given  in  evidence,  he  replied  in  the  negative, 
saying  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  his  intention  to  brine  a  number  of  them  before  the 
quarter  sessions  on  indictments  for  perjury,  more  especially  the  man  named  William  Bailing. 
Mr.  Senior  fiirther  remarked,  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  his  further  attendance,  as  it 
was  his  intention  to  go  to  Spanish  Town,  where  he  would  communicate  with  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  report  to  him  all  that  he  had  seen  and  heard. 

Sman  Whiter  an  apprentice  to  Dunbarton  estate,  sworn. 

I  recollect  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  some  time  ago.  I  was  chained  to  Amelia 
Lawrence,  of  Penshurst,  and  I  was  then  in  the  family  way.  I  was  five  months  ad* 
vanced,  and  had  a  mischance  at  seven  months ;  my  pregnancy  was  plainly  to  be  seen 
by  my  size.  I  was  put  on  the  treadmill  twice  a  day,  but  1  don't  know  how  long  I 
was  kept  on.  I  was  sentenced  to  the  workhouse  for  ten  days.  On  a  Thursday  evening  I 
danced  the  mill  longer  than  usual,  and  was  so  tired  that  I  fell  off.  One  of  my  hands 
first  slipped  out  of  tne  strap ;  I  called  to  them  to  stop  the  mill,  but  they  did  not,  it  went 
round  quite  fast ;  then  my  other  hand  slipped  out  of  the  strap,  and  1  fell  down  quite 
senseless.  When  I  recovered,  I  found  myself  in  the  room  where  they  used  to  lock  us  all 
up  at  nights,  and  I  was  told  that  some  of  the  women  had  picked  me  up,  and  carried  me 
there.  No  doctor  attended  me,  and  I  was  never  put  on  the  mill  again.  I  went  out  of  the 
workhouse  about  two  weeks  before  Christmas,  and  I  had   a  mischance  in  February ;  the 

fains  never  left  me  fi-om  the  time  I  came  out  of  the  workhouse  till  I  had  the  mischance ; 
have  never  been  in  good  health  since  then.  When  I  was  in  the  workhouse,  I  was  never 
flogged  on  the  treadmill,  as  I  used  to  keep  the  step  very  well ;  but  the  driver  used  to  flog 
the  other  people,  both  men  and  women.  I  went  out  to  work  with  the  workhouse  gang  in 
the  field  on  the  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday;  I  got  wet  sometimes,  but,  as  I  had  dry 
clothes  of  my  own,  I  used  to  change  when  we  returned  from  work.  We  used  to  get  a  quart 
of  flour  and  a  half  of  a  share  eacn  for  our  day's  allowance  of  food.  I  saw  several  women 
in  the  workhouse  with  young  sucking  children.  One  woman  from  Tobolski  had  a  child 
almost  named  ;  she  used  to  carry  it  to  the  field,  and  it  got  wet  from  rain  very  often.  The 
child  was  generally  left  with  the  cook,  and  when  it  rained  the  mother  would,  by  consent  of 
the  drivers,  go  and  shelter  it  as  well  as  she  could  ;  she  also  was  allowed  time  to  go  aside 
and  suckle  it.  On  Sunday  mornings  we  were  obliged  to  sweep  out  Mr.  Drake's  yard,  and 
carry  water ;  we  were  chained  two  and  two,  the  same  as  on  other  days.  The  men  were 
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JAMAICA.       employed  in  carrying  grass.    The  first  time  I  went  to  the  workhouse  I  did  not  see  any 
— '  doctor  come  there,  but  one  used  to  come  there  the  last  time  I  was  there ;  I  never  saw  a 

parson  there  on  a  Sunday.  I  was  chained  to  Amelia  Lawrence,  of  Penshurst ;  one  day  she 
said  to  me,  "  Partner,  look  here ;  look  here  upon  this  ring  upon  my  finger ;  I  am  a 
married  woman,  and  the  driver,  James  Thomas,  is  always  putting  bad  questions  to  me." 
I  felt  for  her,  and  cried ;  I  said  to  myself,  "  After  Amelia  is  a  married  woman,  and  the  driver 
puts  such  questions  to  her,  what  must  I  expect  who  am  not  a  married  woman  ?"  No 
question  of  the  sort,  however,  was  put  to  me  at  that  time ;  but  when  in  the  second  time^ 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas  White,  who  was  a  driver  and  boatswain,  tried  to  do  what 
James  Thomas  tried  with  Amelia  Lawrence.  I  told  him  no,  that  I  was  a  married  woman^ 
and  to  make  him  believe  it,  when  my  sister  came  to  see  me,  I  took  a  ring  oflf  her  finger  and 
put  it  on.  The  next  time  he  asked  me,  I  showed  him  the  ring  as  a  proof,  and  he  did  not 
trouble  me  again.  This  was  about  the  month  before  last.  At  the  tune  Amelia  Lawrence 
complained  to  me  I  did  not  hear  him  joke  her ;  the  drivers  always  opened  the  women's 
apartment  quite  early  in  the  morning.  It  was  Mr.  Rawlinson  who  sent  me  to  the  workhouse 
that  time. 

Maria  Anderson^  an  apprentice  to   New  Hope  plantation,  the  property  of 

Mr.  W.  Codnor,  sworn. 

I  have  been  in  the  St.  Ann's  Bay  house  of  correction ;  no  driver  ever  endeavoured  to 
have  any  improper  intimacy  with  me.  I  was  sent  to  tiie  workhouse  for  two  weeks  by- 
Mr.  Rawlinson  ;  I  was  chained  and  worked  with  the  other  people  in  the  field.  I  have  no 
reason  to  complain  of  the  boatswain  or  any  one  else.  I  was  not  there  when  Amelia  Law- 
rence was  in,  nor  did  I  ever  see  the  people  working  on  the  mill.  I  was  always  locked  up  at 
nights  with  the  other  women,  and  the  drivers  opened  the  door  in  the  morning  to  let  us  out, 
but  I  never  saw  them  endeavour  to  have  improper  intimacies  with  any  of  the  women;  I  was 
never  on  the  treadmill. 

Mr.  Rawlinson.'] — I  know  that  I  sentenced  you  to  be  worked  on  the  treadmill. 

Maria  Anderson  in  continuation. 

The  treadmill  was  not  yet  finished ;  they  were  just  completing  it  when  I  went  in. 

TTie  Court.'] — ^We  are  glad  that  Mr.  Hamilton  Brown,  a  mt^strate  of  the  parish,  is 
present,  because  we  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Codnor,  the  owner  of  New  Hope,  that 
Maria  Anderson  had  boasted  that  she  had  not  been  put  on  the  treadmill  in  consequence  of 
the  very  improper  intimacy  which  existed  between  her  and  one  of  the  drivers.  It  is 
necessary  that  such  conduct  should  be  checked  by  the  magistrates  of  the  parish. 

Mr.  Brown  admitted  that  he  had  heard  of  such  reports,  and  Mr.  Rawlinson  said  that  the 
fact  was  quite  notorious  with  regard  to  the  witness,  Maria  Anderson,  and  another  woman  who 
is  an  apprentice  on  Bertram's  Bowers ;  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Maria  Anderson 
preferred  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  to  any  other  punishment. 

Sarak  Higgins,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

I  have  six  children  alive ;  three  are  free,  and  three  are  apprentices.  Since  the  birth  of  mv 
last  child,  which  I  have  in  my  arms,  I  have  been  picking  pimento ;  I  am  turned  out  with 
the  rest  of  the  people,  and  am  obliged  to  do  the  same  work  as  those  who  are  in  the  great 
gang.  No  time  is  given  me  to  attend  to  my  picaninny.  One  day  I  was  rather  late  at  work; 
when  I  came  to  the  place  massa  said,  ^^  Don't  you  see  that  the  sun  is  up  ?"  he  then 
quarrelled  a  great  deal.  When  shell  blow  in  the  evening,  he  put  me  in  the  dungeon,  and 
kept  me  there  till  it  was  time  to  turn  out  to  work  next  morning.  I  got  nothing  to  eat  ot 
shrink,  nor  would  master  allow  me  to  go  to  my  house  to  ^ive  any  thing  to  my  children ;  he 
would  not  even  allow  me  to  go  and  get  a  little  water  to  dnnk.  This  was  about  two  months 
ago ;  master  did  not  send  any  thing  for  my  children  to  eat,  nor  did  he  bring  me  up  before 
Air.  Rawlinson. 

William  Dolling  recalled,  and  sworn. 

I  know  that  Sarah  Higgins  is  in  the  great  gang  \  she  was  put  into  the  dungeon,  as  she 
stated,  because  master  said  that  she  had  turned  out  late  ;  she  has  six  children,  but  she  does 
not  get  any  indulgences.  I  received  a  general  order  from  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  put  any  body 
in  the  dungeon  by  my  master's  orders  ;  but  Mr.  Rawlinson  did  not  leave,  to  my  know- 
ledge, any  orders  that  any  person  so  put  into  the  dungeon  should  be  brought  up  to  him 
aft^wards,  on  his  visiting  the  property.  , 

Nanny  Dalling,  an  apprentice  on  Penshurst,  sworn. 

My  mistress  called  me  one  Friday,  and  said,  "  Go  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  he  will  tell 
you  the  law."  When  I  went  to  him,  he  ordered  me  to  the  house  of  correction.  As  I  knew 
that  I  had  not  done  any  thing  to  mistress,  I  turned  my  back,  and  she  accuse  me  of  being 
sulky  and  tying  up  my  face ;  when  I  turned  back,  Mr.  Rawlinson  took  me  by  the  arms  and 
shook  me  in  such  a  way  as  to  pop  a  button  in  fi-ont  of  my  frock  ;  he  did  not  order  any  body, 
but  took  me  with  his  own  hands  and  put  me  into  the  dungeon.  I  had  a  sucking  child,  and 
master  told  him  to  give  me  the  child,  but  he  said  that  he  would  not ;  he  went  away  and 
came  back  a  few  hours  afterwards,  and  ordered  me  to  be  locked  up  for  14  nights  m  the 
same  dung:eon.  I  went  one  evening,  and  begged  mistress  not  to  lock  me  up  again ;  1  asked 
her  to  fordve  me ;  she  said,  "  No !  that  if  she  did  that,  Mr.  Rawlinson  would  not  punish 
"  '  '     I  slept  in  the  dungeon  13  nights,  and  on  the  14th  night  they  let  me  out. 

Jane 
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Jane  Shaw  Pennock,  an  apprentice  on  Penshurst.  sworn. 

The  child  in  my  arms  is  about  five  months  old.  Since  its  birth  I  have  been  picking 
pimento  in  the  great  gang.  I  am  obliged  tobreak  the  branches  myself,  and  therefore  leave 
my  child  with  the  field-nurse ;  I  have  carried  home  in  the  evening  ds  much  pimento  as 
I  ought  to  have  done  if  I  had  a  person  to  break  the  branches  for  me.  When  I  got  home  one 
evenm^  with  my  load,  master  said,  "  I  saw  you  going  up  this  morning  to  Knapdale  side.** 
I  told  him  that  it  was  not  me,  but  he  insisted  that  it  was,  and  ordered  me  to  go  into  the  dun- 
geon. This  was  about  six  o'clock ;  I  was  put  into  the  dungeon  and  kept  there  until  six 
o'clock  next  morning,  without  any  thing  whatever  to  eat ;  when  I  came  out  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  went  to  the  negro  house,  and  took  up  something  to  carry  to  the  field  for  breakfast ; 
when  I  ^t  to  the  field,  I  found  that  massa  had  taken  away  Ellen  Dallin^,  who  used  to  mind 
the  sucking  children  in  the  field ;  she  was  not  removed  because  she  was  sick,  but  massa  said 
that  the  children  were  bom  fi-ee,  and  he  was  not  going  to  give  them  any  nurse,  as  they  were 
bom  free  and  did  not  deserve  any  mercy ;  after  keeping  her  away  two  days  he  put  her  back 
to  mind  the  children.  I  was  never  carried  before  the  magistrate  after  being  put  into  the 
dungeon,  neither  did  I  make  any  complaint  to  him.  Master  does  not  allow  us  to  give  our 
children  suck  in  the  field  ;  when  he  comes  into  the  field,  if  he  finds  any  of  us  in  the  act  of 
doing  so  he  makes  us  get  up. 

William  Dallingy  recalled. 

Says,  that  a  young  girl  is  put  in  the  field  now  at  Penshurst,  to  mind  the  sucking 
children. 

Alexander  Mills,  an  apprentice  on  Penshurst,  swom. 

I  was  once  a  head  constable  on  Penshurst,  but  was  broken ;  I  was  made  driver  to-day, 
m  consequence  of  another  man  having  given  up  his  situation.  The  women  are  allowed  a 
little  time  to  suckle  their  children,  and  a  little  girl  is  put  into  the  field  to  mind  them.  When 
I  was  broken  as  head  constable,  Mr.  Rawlinson  did  not  break  me ;  it  was  master  did 
it ;  he  took  the  stafi*  from  me  himself.  I  remember  the  row  which  took  place  between  James 
Williams  and  the  rest  about  the  half  Friday ;  they  were  put  into  the  dungeon ;  I  don't 
lemember  the  expression  said  to  have  been  made  by  James  Williams,  as  I  was  not  by.  The 
bouse  of  Peter  Atkinson,  which  was  pulled  down,  was  his  own  house :  it  was  his  own 
house ;  it  was  his  dwelling-house ;  he  lived  and  slept  there ;  his  wife  used  to  come  from 
Knapdale  sometimes^  to  sleep  there ;  there  was  a  bed  there  besides  the  one  which  was  in 
the  little  room,  and  it  was  tnere  when  the  house  was  pulled  down ;  we  used  to  meet  there 
for  worship,  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  nights ;  Atkinson  and  his  wife  always 
slept  there  on  meeting-nights;  if  even  his  wife  aid  not  come  down  on  meetinc-nights,  he 
slept  there  himself;  no  person  ever  met  there  except  Atkinson  was  there  himself.  Prayers 
were  always  done  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock,  and  always  before  master  or  mistress  went 
to  bed ;  we  never  made  a  noise  loud  enough  to  disturb  them.  When  Atkinson  went  to  take 
his  meals,  it  was  at  that  house  he  went  to.  It  was  only  on  meeting-nights  that  the  benches 
•were  arranged  for  the  meeting;  the  meeting  never  exceeded  18  or  20  persons ;  sometimes 
there  were  eight  or  nine  strangers ;  we  used  to  offer  up  a  short  prayer,  and  then  sung  a  hymn. 
I  remember  when  master  ordered  Thomas  Brown  to  dig  up  the  plantain  suckers  from  Atkin- 
son's garden ;  he  also  ordered  Thomas  Brown  to  dig  up  suckers  out  of  several  of  our  ^r- 
^ens ;  some  were  actually  dug  out  of  mine,  and  then  planted  in  master's  ground.  I  think 
that  master's  anger  against  Peter  Atkinson  was  in  consequence  of  his  house  being  used  for 
us  to  eive  a  little  prayer  in.  When  they  were  pulline  Atkinson's  house  down,  Mr.  Rawlin- 
son, the  special  magistrate,  was  in  the  great  house  the  whole  time.  The  meetings  used  to 
he  held  in  Atkinson's  house  before  the  1st  August  1834,  and  master  knew  very  well,  before 
Atkinson  went  away,  that  they  were  held  there ;  master  used  to  quarrel  with  us  all  about  it. 
I  remember  when  James  Williams  had  a  great  many  days  to  pay;  he  had  no  time  then  to 
attend  to  his  ground,  and  was  badly  off;  he  scarcely  had  any  thing  to  eat,  and  we  were 
all  obliged  to  assist  him ;  I  believe  he  had  plenty  of  bread  kind  at  the  time  he  was  accused 
of  stealing  yams.  The  dungeon  at  Penshurst  is  a  very  bad  place,  and  is  so  damp  that 
there  is  no  dry  place  to  lay  down ;  the  fowls  sleep  there  when  no  body  is  confined,  and  it  is 
always  filthy  with  their  dirt.  When  people  are  to  be  confined  they  must  sweep  it  out  them- 
selves, or  lay  down  in  the  filth. 


JAMAICA. 


Monday,  25  September  1837. 
Janette  Saunders,  an  apprentice  on  Orange  Valley,  swom. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  handcufied  to  a  very  old  man ;  we  were  taken 
out  of  the  cage  at  Brown's  Town.  On  our  way  down,  I  remember  seeing  a  young  man  in 
the  pasture  at  Penshurst,  who  gave  me  five  oranges ;  he  spoke  to  the  police,  and  they 
allowed  me  to  stop ;  he  then  took  my  bundle  oflf  my  head,  loosed  it,  and  tied  up  the  oranges 
in  it ;  I  did  not  know  the  youn^  man ;  I  have  triedf  to  find  out  his  name,  but  I  never  could 
do  so ;  he  asked  me  if  I  knew  tne  place  where  I  was  going  to ;  I  said,  "  No  f  he  then  said, 
"  You  must  keep  a  bold  heart ;  you  will  find  plenty  more  there  alike  yourself;  1  know  what 
that  workhouse  is,  for  I  have  been  there  myself;"  he  then  asked  me,  what  I  had  done  to  be 
sent  there,  and  I  told  him.     When  I  got  to  the  workhouse  there  were  plenty  of  people 

154.  Y  3  there. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

JAMAICA.  there.  I  saw  a  woman  with  a  sucking  child,  but  I  don't  know  where  she  came  from  ;  whea 
_  '  she  went  out  to  work  in  the  gang  she  tied  the  child  to  her  back,  and  put  it  under  a  tree 
when  she  got  into  the  field  ;  if  it  rained,  she  was  allowed  to  stand  aside  and  shelter  it  with 
her  penistone  cloak.  I  don't  remember  seeing  any  pregnant  women  in  the  workhouse.  We 
slept  every  night  witk  the  chains  on  our  necks,  and  our  feet  in  the  shackles ;  the  door  was 
always  locked  at  night,  and  by  dawn  of  day  the  driver  used  to  open  it  to  let  us  out ;  I  never 
saw  nor  heard  the  driver  call  any  of  the  women  to  him  for  improper  purposes.  The  first 
day  I  was  on  the  mill  I  got  a  catting  on  my  back,  because  I  could  not  keep  the  step ;  my 
clothes  were  lashed  off  by  the  cat ;  1  had  on  a  body  frock  of  Osnaburg ;  I  was  not  catted 
very  severely  on  tl^e  legs  ;  the  flogging  was  laid  on  by  order  of  the  police  captain ;  I  re- 
member that  one  of  my  hands  slipped  out  of  the  strap  and  I  hung  by  the  other,  while  the 
mill  went  round,  and  knocked  against  me ;  the  police  captain  ordered  the  driver  to  pull  the 
other  hand  down  and  let  me  fall,  but  the  driver  did  not ;  he  took  my  hand  out  ana  let  me 
down ;  I  never  saw  any  of  the  other  women  catted  on  the  wheel,  for  they  kept  their  step 
good. 

After  coming  down  fi-om  the  mill  the  first  time,  my  stomach  pained  me  so  much  that  I 
could  not  even  lay  down  at  night;  I  was  obliged  to  stand  up  the  whole  night  with  my  feet 
in  the  shackles;  I  was  on  the  mill  eight  days.  Every  time  that  I  became  very  faint  and 
could  not  keep  the  step,  Mr.  Drake  ordered  the  mill  to  be  stopped,  and  let  me  down.  This 
witness  then  gave  the  same  account  as  those  who  preceded  her  with  respect  to  the  work 
in  which  the  prisoners  of  the  workhouse  were  employed  on  Sundays,  and  the  food  received 
by  each  individual. 

Mary  James,  a  Guinea  negro,  apparently  about  60  years  of  age,  very  weak  and  infirm, 
an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Wallace,  of  the  Farm,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse,  and  as  I  could  not  dance  the  mill,  Mr.  Drake 
flogged  me  himself;  the  boatswain  also  flogged  me  very  badly,  so  badly  that  I  could  not 
contain  my  urine ;  he  flogged  me  on  the  back  till  it  bled,  and  when  he  saw  it  was  so  bad, 
he  took  me  to  the  sea  to  wash  it ;  they  made  me  take  off  all  my  upper  clothes  so  as  to 
leave  my  back  and  shoulders  quite  bare ;  I  danced  the  mill  for  six  clays,  twice  a  day,  and 
was  catted  every  day. 

When  I  was  put  on  the  mill  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  keep  the  step,  and  I  hung  by 
the  straps,  and  my  shins  used  to  be  so  badly  bruised,  that  Mr.  Drake  would  make  me  go 
to  the  sea-side  to  wash  them. 

I  was  put  to  dig  cane-holes  with  the  gang,  and  was  chained  to  another  woman. 

James  Bolt  was  the  driver,  who  always  flogged  me ;  sometimes,  When  I  hung  on  the 
mill  and  could  not  keep  the  step,  I  would  call  out,  "  Massa,  me  da  go  dead,  oh !  my  sto- 
mach, oh  !"  When  I  cried,  then  Mr.  Drake  would  take  off. 

Mr.  Drake  also,  when  he  saw  the  frum-frum  quite  bad  on  the  back,  he  gave  me  some 
oil  to  oil  it. 

The  flies  took  my  back,  and  when  I  got  home,  some  of  the  negroes  saw  how  it  stood, 
and  said,  "  Old  woman,  your  back  is  fly-blown." 

When  in  the  workhouse  I  slept  every  night  with  the  chain  round  my  neck  and  my  feet 
in  shackles ;  they  gave  me  so  so  negro  yams  to  eat  \^th  no  salt  nor  fish ;  I  got  enough  to 
fill  me ;  they  never  gave  me  any  com ;  no  doctor  ever  looked  at  my  back  when  I  was  in  the 
workhouse ;  I  got  home  at  night  after  being  let  out,  and  the  next  day  master  packed  ipe  off 
the  field,  with  my  raw  raw  back ;  I  slept  in  the  path,  one  night,  in  my  way  home  from  the 
workhouse.  I  knew  James  Williams ;  he  was  in  the  workhouse  at  the  same  time  with 
myself;  when  he  saw  how  I  was  treated,  he  would  say,  "  Grandy,  keep  heart,  keep  heart ; 

r^or  thing  !  you  no  go  dead  in  the  workhouse ;  you  will  live  go  home.  After  I  got  home, 
felt  my  skin  quite  weak ;  master  did  not  take  me  into  the  hospital ;  I  worked  ^ong  with 
the.  piccaninny  mothers  and  the  weakly  people.  After  I  got  home,  turpentine  was  put  to 
my  back  by  Amelia  Lawrence  to  take  the  maggots  out,  and  she  bathed  my  back  with  warm 
water.  I  continued  working  in  the  field  until  my  back  got  quite  well ;  I  did  not  lay  up  on 
account  of  it ;  it  was  Captain  A.  Dillon  who  sentenced  me  to  the  workhouse  and  treadmill, 
because  I  went  away  about  three  months. 

Mr.  John  Walktce,  part  proprietor  and  attorney  of  the  Farm,  sworn. 

Mary  James  has  been  under  my  management  upwards  of  16  years;  many  times 
during  that  period  she  has  been  a  runaway  for  months  together ;  on  thfe  occasion  to  which 
she  has  referred,  she  was  taken  up  and  brought  to  the  property  ;  from  her  frequent  absence 
of  this  kind,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  bring  her  before  the  special  magistrate  ;  a  little  before 
the  termination  of  slavery  she  had  been  absent  upwards  of  six  months,  and  was  tried  at 
the  quarter  sessions,  and  sentenced  by  the  court  to  three  months  in  the  workhouse,  but 
before  the  expiration  of  half  her  sentence,  I  happened  to  be  at  the  Bay  and  saw  her ;  she 
complained  of  being  sick,  and,  as  I  perceived  that  she  was  so,  I  told  her  that  I  would  endea- 
vour to  obtain  her  release,  if  she  would  promise  to  behave  better  in  future ;  she  made  the 
promise,  and  I  then  went  to  Mr.  Drake,  the  supervisor,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  he  had  the  power  to  discharge  her  without  the  authority  of  the  magistrates ;  he 
said  that  he  had  not ;  I  then  went  to  Mr.  Cox,  the  custos,  who  happened  to  be  on  the  Bay, 
and  who  was  the  presiding  magistrate  when  she  was  convicted,  to  solicit  his  interference  on 
her  behalf ;  the  custos  said  that  he  did  not  feel  he  had  the  power  to  order  her  discharge, 
but  he  advised  the  supervisor  to  let  her  go,  and  said  he  would  take  no  notice  of  the  irre^t- 
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larity.     She  was  immediately  let  out,  but  ran  away  about  two  months  afterwards ;  when        JAMAICA. 

she  returned  from  the  workhouse  I  did  not  observe  any  thing  the  matter  with  her  back ;  

he  did  not  complain  to  me  of  being  sick,  nor  did  I  know  of  her  having  a  sore  back  till  a 
k)ng  while  afterwards ;  it  was  cured  without  my  knowledge,  as  I  never  was  made  acquaLted 
with  the  circumstance ;  she  is  working  in  the  field,  and  has  been  put  lately  to  cut  grass ; 
I  work  my  people  on  the  nine-hours  system,  and  give  them  fish  occasionally ;  I  give  them 
always  the  usual  Christmas  allowance. 

Mr.  John  Clarhj  formerly  an  overseer  on  Eoiapdale  estate,  sworn. 

I  knew  James  Williams,  and  ui^ed  his  valuation,  considering  that  it  ought  to  take  place, 
as  the  legal  notice  had  been  given ;  instead  of  looking  back  and  not  speaking,  I  said, 
"  Well,  James  Williams,  I  am  very  glad  that  you  are  a  free  man ;  I  shall  be  saved  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  I  hope  you  will  behave  much  better,  as  a  free  man,  than  you  have  done 
as  an  apprentice."  I  had  frequently  to  carry  him  over  to  Mr.  Senior  during  his  appren- 
ticeship to  intercede  for  him  when  he  got  into  any  trouble,  and  many  a  time  I  saved  him 
from  deserved  punishment ;  I  had,  however,  frequent  cause  to  complain  of  him,  as  the 
horses  under  his  care  often  trespassed  on  the  Knapdale  canes  by  means  of  his  neglect.  I 
b^  to  observe,  in  reference  to  the  valuation  ot  James  Williams,  that  Mr.  Rawlinson 
oflSred  no  obstruction  to  it,  but  only  suggested  that  as  Mr.  Senior  was  absent,  attending  a 
sister  who  was  dangerously  ill,  that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  few  days. 


Tuesday,  26  September  1837. 

James  Finlayson,  formerly  an  apprentice  on  Penshurst,  but  now  free  by  purchase, 

sworn. 

I  knew  Henry  James,  he  was  an  old  sawyer,  and  it  was  under  him  that  I  learnt  the  trade ; 
we  were  goin^  on  very  well  until  he  got  wesJc  and  could  not  manage  the  saw ;  1  told  master, 
Mr.  Senior,  that  Henry  James  was  too  weak  and  said, "  You  had  better  let  him  go  and  watch, 
and  put  Henry  Warren  to  the  saw ; "  master  said  "  Yes."  We  were  savnng  up  at  Hill-top, 
at  a  place  called  the  New  Ghround ;  Henry  James  was  put  to  w^tch  a  corn-piece,  and  a  few 
days  after  he  came  to  me  and  thanked  me  a  great  deal ;  he  watched  the  corn-piece  for  a 
long  time,  and  was  very  attentive.  There  was  no  fence  at  all  round  it,  except  some  parts 
which  had  a  few  rails  that  were  tied,  and  which  were  constantly  breaking  down ;  the  cattle 
and  hogs  trespassed  there  a  great  deal  at  night,  and  master  was  told  of  it ;  master  at  one 
time  sent  Thomas  Brown  and  Richard  Lawrence  to  help  mend  the  fences,  but  they  left  them 
half  finished,  as  they  were  called  away  to  another  iob ;  the  stock  still  trespassed,  and 
master  brought  Henry  James  before  Dr.  Thompson,  the  special  magistrate ;  Henry  James 
told  the  magistrate  that  he  could  not  manage  the  ground,  for  it  was  very  large  and  the  stock 
broke  in  on  every  side,  but  the  doctor  ordered  him  to  be  catted,  and  when  I  came  home,  as 
he  was  a  great  friend  of  mine,  I  went  to  see  him  ;  he  told  me  that  he  had  been  shamefully 
treated,  but  he  did  not  mind  the  flogging  so  much  as  the  pain  he  felt  in  his  stomach  from 
it;  he  did  not  go  to  watch  that  night,  and  laid  flat  on  his  belly  on  a  piece  of  board.  Next 
day  he  went  to  his  watch ;  some  weeks  after,  he  came  and  told  that  every  night  as  he  went 
to  nis  bed  he  coughed  a  great  deal,  and  that  whenever  he  coughed,  blood  came  from  him  ; 
I  said,  **  You  had  better  go  to  the  hothouse  and  get  something  to  check  it."  He  went  to 
the  carpenter's  shop,  which  was  also  used  as  a  hothouse,  and  I  saw  him  there  every  day; 
I  asked  him  what  they  did  for  him ;  he  said,  "  Nothing."  He  told  me  that  Dr.  Tucker  had 
ordered  a  blister,  but  in  place  of  that  his  mistress.  Miss  Senior,  had  sent  him  some  candle- 

frease  plaster,  saying,  "  that  he  must  put  that  on  his  stomach."  I  saw  him  again  next 
ay,  and  asked  how  he  was  last  night ;  he  answered,  "  Oh  !  brother,  I  will  never  get  better 
again ;"  he  then  showed  me  a  cup  which  held  about  a  pint ;  it  was  half  filled  with  blood, 
which  he  said  he  had  brought  up  during  the  night.  The  next  day  I  returned,  and  he 
showed  me  as  much  more ;  in  the  course  of  that  day  master  went  into  the  carpenter's  shop, 
and  said  to  him,  "  What !  a'nt  you  dead  yet?"  Henry  James  told  me  that  he  wanted  to 
go  to  Brown's  Town  to  see  Captain  Andrew  Dillon;  he  told  me  this  the  same  day  that  I  was 
to  be  valued  ;  he  set  out  before  day,  taking  with  him  the  blood  which  he  had  passed  the  night 
before.  When  he  arrived  at  Brown's  Town  he  complained  to  Captain  Dillon ;  master  was 
present,  and  said  "  that  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  him,  and  that  he  had  all  the 
doctor  ordered ;  that  Dr.  Tucker  was  not  here  himself,  but  would  be  present  at  the  next 
court ;"  the  magistrate  said,  "  Do  you  hear  that,  old  man  ?  go  back  and  come  again  next 
week."  Henry  James  replied,  "  Ah !  massa,  I  don't  know  whether  I  am  going  to  live  to 
come  back  again."  He  went  out,  and  a  little  while  after  some  body  ran  back  to  tell  us 
that  he  was  dead,  and  that  his  body  was  laying  by  the  Jack  fruit-tree,  near  the  comer  of 
the  church ;  I  was  very  much  alarmed  and  ran  out  to  see ;  the  place  on  which  the  body  was 
lying  was  covered  with  a  great  deal  of  blood,  which  came  from  his  nose  and  mouth  ;  he  was 
an  Afirican,  and  must  have  been  upwai'ds  of  60  years  of  age. 

I  knew  James  Williams,  he  was  not  a  thief  to  my  knowledge ;  I  do  not  know  any  thing 
about  his  having  to  pay  a  great  number  of  days ;  I  did  not  see  the  flogging  that  he  got  at 
J^own's  Town,  for  I  could  not  bear  to  go  and  see  it ;  Mr.  Gabbandon,  at  Brown's  Town, 
saw  it.  I  knew  Peter  William  Atkinson's  house,  at  Penshurst ;  it  was  his  own  house,  his 
dwelling-house  ;  he  used  to  sleep  in  it ;  I  helped  him  to  raise  it ;  we  used  to  hve  together 
at  one  time.  Atkinson  used  sometimes  to  have  prayers  in  his  house  in  the  evening ;  there 
154.  Y  4  was 
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JAMAICA.       was  tio  bed  m  the  hall;  there  was  a  bed-room  with  a  bed  in  it,  but  as  the  room* was  taken 

by  wood-ants  he  moved  out  of  that,  and  used  to  sleep  in  a  small  *  room  which  joined  tHe 

house.  When  we  met  for  prayer  we  were  always  over  before  master*s  bed-time ;  the  girls 
from  the  honse  used  to  come  up  to  prayer  when  master  was  at  supper,  and  go  down  again 
to  mind  their  business  before  the  family  went  to  bed ;  we  never  made  any  noise  to  disturb 
the  family ;  sometimes  about  20  persons  used  to  be  present  at  prayer ;  at  others,  not  more 
than  half  of  that  number.  One  of  the  elder  brethren  used  to  commence  with  a  little 
prayer ;  after  that  we  sung  a  hymn,  which  was  given  out  by  one  of  the  brethren  ;  then  we 
had  another  prayer  and  another  hymn,  and  the  meeting  ended  with  a  prayer;  every  body 
then  went  away  to  get  their  supper,  and  nobody  remained  to  make  a  noise.  These  meet- 
ings worked  great  good  in  me ;  they  taught  me  to  be  honest  in  my  dealings,  to  speak  triith 
at  all  times,  and  to  do  to  others  as  1  would  wish  them  to  do  to  me ;  they  taught  me  also  to 
be  thankful  for  all  things.  I  used  at  one  time  to  take  a  CTeat  deal  of  my  master's  tim^ 
without  thinking  that  I  was  doing  any  harm,  and  I  used  to  do  many  other  bad  things  ;  re- 
ligion told  that  all  this  was  wrong.  I  never  knew  any  of  our  people  who  would  turn  their 
backs  on  others  because  they  did  not  belong  to  the  same  church  as  ourselves ;  that  would 
not  be*  a  christian  feeling.  1  am  now  working  for  myself,  arid  getting  a  comfortable  liveli- 
hood, and  I  am  always  ready  to  help  a  fellow-creature  who  is  in  want  of  assistance  ;  since 
I  purchased'  my  freedom  I  lent  Peter  Atkinson  30/.  58.  to  buy  the  balance  of  his  appren- 
ticeship, and  Inave  also  lent  12/.  to  Francis  Johnson.  I  have  a  large  family  to  support; 
there  is  my  wife,  myself,  five  of  my  wife's  children  before  marriage,  and  five  of  my  own 
which  I  got  before  mannage.  Atkinson  is  now  working  for  himself;  he  first  worked  with 
me  to  pay  me  off  the  sum  I  advanced  for  him,  but  he  was  so  sickly  that  I  was  obliged  to 
let  him  off;  he  will  pay  me  when  he  can,  and  if  he  should  not  be  able  I  don't  mind  the 
money.  I  paid  73/.  6s.  Sd.  for  my  freedom;  I  have  bought  a  little  land  since  I  was  free, 
and  I  have  a  ground  which  I  work,  but  still  I  am  obliged  to  buy  ground  provisions,  as  I 
have  so  many  mouths  to  feed ;  I  have  been  free  two  years  and  a  half.  1  think  that  the 
negroes  are  generally  better  off,  as  apprentices,  than  they  used  to  be  as  slaves,  for  there  is 
not  the  same  interruption  to  the  acquirement  of  gospel  knowledge  that  there  used  to  be, 
and  they  have  better  opportunities  to  get  justice  now  than  they  had  then. 

George  Gabbandon,   an  apprentice  to  Lincoln  plantation,  but  living  in  Brov^n!s  Toi^*n  by 

sanction  of  his  ovmer,  sworn. 

I  remember  when  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  wei-e  fledged  at  Brown's  Town ; 
they  both  of  them  lay  down  and  complained  of  their  stomach ;  f  saw  them  in  that  situa- 
tion and  pitied  them,  and  gave  them  some  camphor  and  water  to  relieve  them ;  I  did  not 
see  them  faint,  but  they  complained  dreadfully  of  their  stomach. 


Wednesday,  27  September  1837. 

Catherine  Bay  ley,  apparently  about  15  or  16  years  of  age,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst, 

sworn. 

I  remember  Amelia  Lawrence  and  myself  bein^  in  the  workhouse,  about  two  years  ago ;, 
I  was  in  for  s^ren  days ;  the  women  were  all  locKed  up  in  one  room  at  nighty  with  chains 
on  our  necks ;  our  feet  were  put  in  shackles.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Jenkins  came  into 
the  room  one  night  and  put  improper  questions  to  mc,  but  I  would  not  listen  to  him ;  he 
stopped  some  time  endeavouring  to  persuade  me  to  do  wrong.  AmeUa  Lawrence  heard  him 
ana  oawled  out ;  she  told  the  Doatswain  that  she  would  not  allow  him  to  follow  me  that 
way,  because  my  mother  had  begged  her  fhard  to  keep  me  safe ;  it  was  the  second  night 
afler  Iwerit  in  mat  Jenkins  came  to  put  these  questions  to  me  ;  I  heard  him  put  the  same 
questions  to  a  girl  belonging  to  Mr.  Moncrieff ;  it  was  the  same  night  that  he  came  to  me  > 
he  asked  her  first,  and  as  she  would  not  consent,  he  then  came  to  me.  The  treadmill  did 
not  hurt  my  legs,  nor  was  I  catted  by  tlie  boatswain  ;  Mr.  Drake  came  into  the  field  one 
day  and  hcked  me ;  other  girls  as  young  as  myself  were  in  the  workhouse,  but  they  wer^ 
not  put  on  the  mill.     I  am  worked  about  the  house  at  Penshurst. 

Thomas  Bayley,  an  apprentice  to  Penshurst,  sworn. 

Catherine  Bay  ley  is  my  daughter,  but  I  do  not  remember  her  age ;  I  have  heard  of  the 
affair  between  her  and  the  boatswain  at  the  workhouse,  but  not  from  herself,  nor  from  her 
mother;  I  heard  it  from  a  strange  person. 

Mary  Jane  Kidson,  an  apprentice  to  Southfield,  sworn. 

The  day  I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  I  went  firom  lillyfield,  but  I  belong  to  Southfield ; 
both  places  belong  to  the  same  owner,  and  are  quite  close  together ;  I  was  tried  at  Lillyfield, 
and  went  down  the  workhouse  with  James  Williams,  of  Penshurst ;  we  were  handcuffed 
together ;  I  had  a  young  sucking  child,  which  I  carried,  tied  to  my  back;  I  had  on  my 
head '  a < basket  containing  my  baby's  bed  and  clothes;  when  I  was  tired  of  canying  the 
child  on  my  back  I  begged  the  police  to  stop  and  slack  my  hand  out  of  the  handcuff,  so  that 
I  might  carry  it  in  my  arins  ;  they  refused,  out  allowed  me  to  stop,  and  I  then  loosed  the 
child  and  rested  it  on  mjr  other  arm/and  carried  it  in  that  manner  all  the  way  till  I  got  to  tlie 

workhduse ; 
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workhouse;  I  never  gave  it  suck  on  the  road  ;  I  asked  the  police,  but  they  would  not  allow        JAMAICA, 
me.     I  was  in  the  workhouse  for  10  days  and  nights^  and  was  put  on  the  mill  twice  every  — . 

day  ;  as  I  could  not  keep  step  when  I  was  first  put  on  the  mill,  I  was  flogged  by  the  boat- 
swain round  the  waist ;  the  mill  cut  my  body  badly  the  first  day,  and  it  bled  a  ffood  deal ; 
I  was  then  sent  to  the  sea  to  wash  it ;  I  was  not  flogged  after  the  first  day,  as  I  learnt  to 
keep  the  step  good.  I  saw  an  old  woman  fi-om  the  "  Farm,'*  who  was  flogged  on  her  back 
till  It  bled  ;  ner  back  was  quite  bad ;  they  took  her  into  the  yard  and  oiled  it  when  it  got 
quite  bad,  and  before  this  they  used  to  send  her  to  the  sea  to  wash  it ;  she  was  not  put  on  the 
mill  again  after  her  back  got  so  bad  as  to  require  oiling.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Drake  himself 
flog  the  old  woman ;  she  was  sent  to  the  house  of  correction  before  me  ;  she  was  put  on  the 
treadmill  for  three  or  four  days  after  I  went  in,  and  then  her  back  ^ot  so  bad  that  they  were 
obliged  to  oil  it;  one  day  the  old  woman  could  not  dance  the  mill,  and  she  hung  by  the 
wrists  to  the  straps,  and  her  legs  knocked  against  the  board  of  the  wheel ;  she  cried  out  to 
Mr.  Drake  that  she  could  not  keep  the  step,  and  she  was  taken  ofl*.  We  who  had  children 
carried  them  to  the  field,  tied  to  our  backs,  and  we  were  allowed  to  take  it  by  turns  to 
suckle  them ;  whenever  it  rained  we  were  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  rain  to  shelter  them,  and 
return  to  work  after  the  rain  was  over ;  the  women  were  locked  up  at  nights  in  a  separate 
room  from  the  men,  and  we  slept  with  the  chains  round  our  necks,  and  our  feet  m  the 
shackles ;  no  difference  was  made  in  this  respect  with  regard  to  the  women  who  had  suck- 
ing children ;  we  were  all  chained  and  shackled  alike.  The  door  of  the  room  in  which  we 
slept  was  always  opened  by  the  driver  early  in  the  morning,  who  took  us  out  to  put  us  on 
the  treadmill ;  I  never  saw  any  of  the  drivers  come  into  uie  room  at  night,  nor  call  the 
women  to  them  for  improper  purposes.  The  other  women  used  to  carry  water  to  Mr. 
Drake's  house  on  Sundays  and  sweep  out  the  yard,  but  they  did  not  make  me  do  it  as  my 
child  was  quite  young  and  sucking  ;  the  chain  was  taken  on  my  neck  on  the  Sundays,  and 
the  collar  left  on  ;  the  men  used  on  Sundays  to  carry  wood  for  the  workhouse,  and  grass  to 
Mr.  Drake's  yard.  On  the  morning  after  we  got  to  the  workhouse,  James  Williams  was 
catted  by  the  boatswain;  I  saw  him  catted  myself;  he  was  put  on  the  treadmill  imme- 
diately, and  then  sent  out  to  work  with  the  rest  of  the  gang ;  I  was  in  the  workhouse  two 
Sundays,  but  I  did  not  see  any  person  come  to  read  prayers ;  there  was  no  matron  nor 
doctor  woman  in  the  workhouse,  but  there  was  a  doctor  man;  I  remember  that  the  firock 
which  the  old  woman  from  the  "  Farm  "  had  on  was  quite  cut  up ;  her  back  was  quite 
bare  ;  she  had  no  frock  at  all  over  the  back  ;  it  was  cut  up  into  shreds.  One  day  when  I 
WHS  in  the  field  it  was  my  turn  to  give  my  child  suck,  but  the  driver  would  not  allow  me  to 
do  so;  I  had  not  given  it  suck  in  the  field  for  two  days  before;  I  complained  about  the 
hardship,  and  the  driver  carried  me  to  the  busha  of  the  workhouse,  who  put  my  two  feet 
in  the  stocks,  and  kept  me  there  till  the  next  day  after  buckra's  breakfast-time;  I  was 
then  sent  to  the  field  ;  I  had  nothing  to  eat  all  the  time  I  was  in  the  stocks. 

When  I  went  home  the  busha  ordered  me  one  Monday  evening,  afl«r  drawing  off*  fix>m 
work,  to  go  to  Lillyfield  to  be  confined  in  the  dark  room,  and  he  sent  a  young  man  to  carry 
me  there ;  I  told  tne  youn^  man  I  could  not  go,  for  I  was  wet,  and  I  could  not  take  my 
child  in  the  dark  room  with  nothing  but  my  wet  clothes  on  ;  on  Tuesday  the  busha  sent 
for  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  when  he  came  I  tola  him  my  case,  and  he  committed  me  again  to 
the  treadmill  for  10  days;  my  child  could  just  creep. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  the  court,  witness  said,  1  told  my  overseer  yesterday  that  it 
was  a  bundle  I  carried  on  my  head,  but  I  now  recollect  that  the  bundle  was  in  the  basket, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  had  the  basket  on  my  head ;  the  police  who  were  canyin^  us 
down  stopt  at  Laughland's  a  short  time,  and  brought  some  groe;  theygave  James  Williams 
a  drink,  and  gave  me  a  piece  of  bun,  which  I  took  with  me  to  Uie  workhouse. 

Dr.  Samuel  Tucker  sworn. 

I  attend  professionally  at  Penshurst,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing  Henry  James ;  he 
complained  of  his  stomach  and  spitting  of  blood ;  at  one  time  he  showed  me  a  calabash  with 
blood  in  it,  which  he  said  he  had  brought  up ;  his  disease  was  very  formidable,  his  cou^ 
was  very  severe;  I  saw  him  a  day  or  two  oefore  his  death,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of 
seeing  him  previously  to  his  punishment,  nor  do  I  know  whether  it  was  before  or  aft^r  his 
punishment  that  he  commenced  spitting  blood.  I  am  of  opinion  that  his  walk  from  Penshurst 
to  Brown's  Town  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death,  but  did  not  see  the  body ;  the  body 
was  not  opened  ;  I  should  think  that  Henry  James  was  about  60  years  of  age. 


Thursday,  28  September  1837. 

Mr.  Joseph  Isaacs,  merchant  at  Brown's  Town,  sworn. 

I  was  called  upon  to  give  evidence  in  the  valuation  of  James  Williams ;  I  was  asked  by 
the  magistrates  to  give  evidence ;  I  said  that  I  very  much  wanted  a  boy  Uke  him,  and  that 
I  would  give  him  two  dollars  per  week  if  he  would  come  to  me ;  I  am  actually  now  paying 
that  sum  for  a  man-servant,  and  a  like  sum  for  a  woman-servant ;  I  cannot  get  a  ne^o 
uith  a  good  character  for  a  less  amount;  I  did  not  hire  James  Williams  when  he  applied 
to  me  a/ler  being  valued,  as  I  heard  that  he  was  a  bad  character,  and  was  always  carrying 
his  master  before  the  magistrates ;  I  also  heard  that  he  was  a  thief,  and  as  I  had  silver 
plate  about  my  house,  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  want  him ;  I  told  him  that  the  servant  I 
then  had  had  brought  me  a  character  before  1  would  hire  him.    When  James  Williams 
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JAMAICA.       came  to  me,  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  want  him,  but  I  did  not  give  him  any  reason ;  I  wag 
—  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  special  magistrates'  courts,  and  I  saw  Williams  brought  up  on 

various  complaints,  by  Mr.  Senior ;  I  have  not  seen  him  flogged  here  more  than  once  to 
my  knowledge ;  I  do  not  remember  his  being  sent  to  the  treadmill.  I  know  that  before 
the  Abolition  ^ct  Mr.  Senior's  people  were  in  a  state  of  mere  nominal  restraint,  and  I  was 
of  opinion  that,  after  the  passmg  of  the  Act,  Mr.  Senior  might  have  pushed  them,  and  by 
that  means  they  were  frequently  brought  here  and  complained  against ;  I  therefore  thought 
that  Williams  might  not  have  been  altogether  a  bad  boy ;  I  don't  think  that  it  was  more 
than  three  or  four  days  after  his  valuation  that  James  Williams  came  to  me  and  offered  his 
services ;  my  opinion  of  him  was  altered  about  two  or  three  hours  after  his  valuation.  Some- 
body said  "  Are  you  going  to  hire  that  boy  ?  "  I  said  "  Yes ; "  I  was  then  advised  not  to 
hire  him,  as  he  was  a  thief.  When  I  offered  him  two  dollars  per  week,  I  told  him  that  I 
would  give  him  occasionally  a  suit  of  clothes,  a  hat,  and  a  couple  pairs  of  shoes  every 
year,  and  more  too  if  he  required  it;  and,  besides  that,  I  would  give  him  any  little  thing 
from  the  table ;  that  the  other  servant  whom  I  had  was  getting  that,  and  he  should  get  the 
same ;  I  always  looked  upon  him  as  a  fine  intelligent  boy,  and  never  had  any  doubt  of  his 
character  untd  after  receiving  the  information  I  did  after  his  valuation.  I  think  that  the 
person  who  gave  me  this  information  had  a  better  knowledge  of  his  character  than  I  could 
possibly  have ;  I  was  very  much  in  want  of  a  servant  at  the  time,  and  was  considerably  put 
to ;  if  I  had  thought  Williams  of  a  bad  character  I  should  not  have  put  any  value  whatever 
upon  him.  When  I  gave  evidence  as  to  his  valuation  I  was  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  a  very  honest  and  good  boy;  it  was  only  after  the  information  which  I  received  t)iat  1 
was  induct  to  change  my  opinion  of  hinu 


Friday,  29  September  1837. 

Margaret  Jane  Campbell,  a  Sambo  non-preedial  apprentice  to  Mibs  Ford,  of  Rio  Bueno, 

about  18  years  of  age,  sworn. 

I  was  once  hired  to  Mr.  Chrystie,  the  saddler,  at  Saint  Ann's  Bay;  I  remember  being 
sent  to  the  house  of  correction ;  I  knew  a  young  man  Ahere  named  James  Williams,  but 
I  don't  know  where  he  belonged  to ;  I  was  in  for  ten  days,  and  danced  the  mill  twice  a  day  ; 
I  could  not  keep  the  step  at  first,  and  they  flogged  me  on  my  feet  the  first  day  ^ery  severely. 
(The  witness  here  fehowed  her  shins,  onwhicnwere  marks  of  what  must  have  been  two 
dreadful  sores.)  My  shins  were  very  badly  bruised  by  the  mill ;  after  I  came  off  the  mill 
my  stomach  hurt  me  a  great  deal,  and  it  continued  to  hurt  me  for  a  long  time  afterwards; 
my  stomach  never  pained  me  before  I  was  sent  to  the  treadmill.  Mr.  Drake  often  came  to  the 
workhouse  when  we  were  on  the  mill,  and  quarrelled  with  the  boatswain  for  not  making 
it  go  fast ;  he  told  him  to  flog  the  people  when  they  would  not  dance  quick  ;  I  was  sent 
to  the  workhouse  because  Mr.  Chrystie  sent  me  to  buy  a  bottle  of  castor  oil ;  I  bought  the 
oil,  and  the  bottle  broke  as  I  was  going  home ;  I  went  home  and  told  him  of  the  accident, 
but  I  did  not  carry  the  broken  bottle  to  show  him ;  Mr.  Chrystie  told  me  that  I  must  go 
and  bring  the  oil  or  the  money,  and  I  then  ran  away  for  four  days.  When  I  returned  home 
I  was  brought  before  the  magistrate,  who  sentenced  me  to  the  treadmill  for  ten  days ;  tliere 
were  some  women  there  from  Draxhall ;  one  of  them  vtks  pregnant ;  she  was  not  put  on 
the  mill ;  I  never  saw  any  pregnant  women  fix)m  Draxhall  on  the  mill ;  I  went  out  of  the 
workhouse  before  James  Williams.  I  knew  a  girl  named  Mary  Murray,  in  the  workhouse ;, 
she  belongs  to  Serville.  I  saw  a  woman  named  Elizabeth  Mason  on  the  treadmill,  she 
came  from  Mount  Carmel;  she  never,  could  keep  step  on  the  treadmill  at  all,  and  always 
hung  by  her  hands ;  she  used  to  scream,  and  make  a  great  noise  when  she  hung  on  the 
mill ;  she  was  flogged  on  the  feet  to  make  her  get  the  step,  but  she  still  hung,  and  the  mill 
going  round  bruised  her  shins  quite  bad ;  every  day  she  was  put  on,  and  received  the  same 
flogging  and  treatment;  she  had  a  young  child  with  her.  I  don't  remember  the  name  of 
the  boatswain  who  flogged  me ;  my  legs  were  hurt  very  badly  the  day  I  was  first  put  on, 
and  got  worse  and  worse  by  being  put  constantly  on  the  mill  at  working  hours.  No  white 
doctor  ever  saw  me,  neither  was  I  seen  by  any  doctor  man  or  doctor  woman  ;  no  person 
ever  told  me  what  to  do  with  my  legs,  nor  was  any  thing  done  to  them  till  I  went  home ;  I 
was  not  even  allowed  to  go  to  the  sea-side  to  wash  them.  I  knew  Major  Light,  he  was  the 
special  magistrate  who  tried  me,  I  used  to  see  him  very  often ;  I  heard  that  he  was  not  a 
sober  man,  but  I  never  saw  him  drunk,  nor  did  I  ever  see  him  at  the  workhouse.  Mr. 
Chrystie  came  to  the  workhouse  about  a  week  after  I  was  in ;  he  said  that  he  came  to  see 
me  put  on  the  mill ;  I  showed  him  my  legs,  and  he  said  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  that 
they  must  put  me  on  the  mill ;  that  he  came  on  purpose  to  see  me  worked  pn  it,  and  hoped 
that  my  feet  may  be  so  cut  up  as  to  make  me  wisn  never  to  go  on  it  again ;  he  and  the 
boatswain  and  Mr.  Jenkins  then  had  a  long  talk  together ;  he  stopped  the  whole  time  that 
the  mill  was  working ;  while  he  was  there  a  woman  from  Draxhall  hung  on  by  the  straps 
the  whole  time ;  she  had  her  legs  dreadfully  cut  up ;  she  screamed  a  great  deal,  and  cried 
for  her  stomach ;  nobody  was  flogged  on  the  mill  tne  day  Mr.  Chrystie  was  there. 

I  never  saw  Mr.  Hylton,  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  come  to  the  workhouse  while  I  was  Acre; 
but  I  have  heard  people  say  that  he  used  to  do  so,  and  that  he  always  kept  them  on  very 
long ;  it  was  the  common  telk,  but  I  can't  remember  who  it  was  that  told  me ;  I  am  certain 
that  there  was  not  any  matron  or  doctor  woman  at  the  workhouse ;  I  don't  know  if  there 
were  any  at  the  jail.  Several  of  the  townspeople  used  to  come  in  the  evening  to  see  the 
mill  going;  they  used  to  stop  outside  and  see  the  mill  at  work ;  the  door  of  the  millhouse 

.was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COIX>NIES.  179 

was  kept  open ;  the  persons  who  used  to  come  were  principally  negroes ;  I  never  saw  any        JAMAICA. 

of  the  gentlemen  of  the  town,  or  any  of  the  magistrates  belonging  to  the  parish  come  to  the  — ^-^ 

workhouse ;  I  neyer  saw  any  of  the  drivers  wishing  to  take  improper  liberties  with  the 

women,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  any  of  them  say  so ;  James  Williams  used  to  call  after  me,  and 

tell  me  to  keep  the  step  good,  Uiat  I  must  not  put  my  feet  too  far  in  on  the  treads,  but  juat  on 

the  edge ;  he  always  worked  next  to  me  on  the  mill ;  when  I  came  off  the  first  day  he 

showea  me  himself  now  I  was  to  put  my  feet  on,  so  that  they  might  not  get  cut.    I  did  not 

know  James  Williams  before  I  saw  him  that  time  in  the  workhouse ;  I  never  saw  any  parson 

come  to  the  workhouse  while  I  was  there,  but  I  was  told  that  some  time  ago  parson 

Johnson  used  to  attend  there.    I  am  now  at  home  with  my  mistress,  and  go  either  to  ^ 

church  or  chapel  every  Sunday. 

•     Eliza  Nathan,  an  apprentice  to  Mount  Carmel,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  St.  Ann's  Bay  workhouse,  there  were  plenty  of  persons  in  at 
the  time;  there  were  two  men  there  from  Penshurst ;  I  was  in  the  woikhouse  tor  ten  days ; 
I  was  pregnant  at  the  time  with  the  child  I  now  have  in  my  arms ;  I  was  three  months  in 
the  family  way,  but  I  did  not  tell  either  tlie  magistrate  or  the  busha.  A  woman  by  the 
name  of  Eliza  Watson  was  in  the  workhouse  with  me,  she  belonged  to  Mount  Carmel  also, 
she  had  a  pickaninny  with  her.  I  did  not  know  James  Williams.  I  was  put  on  the  tread- 
mill twice  a  day.  Before  I  was  taken  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  at  Brown's  Town ,  for  trial,  I  was 
Fut  into  a  dungeon,  and  confined  there  for  five  nights ;  when  I  was  going  to  Brown's  Town 
was- taken  out  of  the  dungeon,  and  was  not  even  allowed  to  go  to  my  hut  to  get  a  suit  of 
clean  clothes  to  brine  with  me ;  I  came  down  here  quite  dirty,  and  my  sister,  who  was  in 
the  market,  went  aside,  and  took  off  her  own  clean  shift,  which  she  gave  to  me  to  put  on.  I 
was  taken  to  the  workhouse  by  the  police,  four  of  us  went  at  the  same  time  in  charge 
of  three  policemen ;  we  reached  St.  Ann's  Bay  workhouse  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  this  was  on  a  Saturday ;  on  Monday  morning  they  put  me  on  the  treadmill ;  I 
kept  the  step  very  well  when  I  was  first  put  on,  but  wiien  the  mill  turned  hard  I  felt  very 
faintish,  and  my  knees  got  very  weak,  but  still  I  kept  on ;  we  were  sent  to  work  in  the  field 
after  being  put  upon  the  treadmill  in  the  morning,  and  when  we  returned  in  the  evening  we 
were  put  on  again.  The  edge  of  the  steps  of  Uie  mill  always  cut  my  shins ;  whenever  I 
got  tired  on  Uxe  mill,  and  cried  out,*  Mr.  Jenkins  used  to  flog  me  with  the  whip,  but  he  did 
not  hurt  me  a  great  deal ;  I  was  quite  sick  in  the  workhouse  in  consequence  of  being  in 
the  fiunily  way,  and  was  put  in  the  hothouse  for  three  days ;  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Jenkins 
ordered  physic  for  me.  A  doctor  came  to  see  me,  and  the  doctor-man  gave  me  physic ; 
the  doctor  came  to  the  workhouse  two  days  while  I  was  there,  and  saw  me.  There  was  no 
female  in  the  workhouse  to  attend  to  the  women ;  I  was  not  sick  when  I  came  out  of  the 
workhouse ;  I  went  to  my  work,  and  kept  at  it  until  the  week  before  Christmas ;  I  was  then 
near  my  time,  and  I  went  to  the  busha  to  ask  for  a  month  to  sit  down,  but  he  refused 
to  give  it  to  me ;  my  child  was  bom  on  the  new-year's  day ;  I  stated  what  I  wanted  to 
do ;  I  wanted  to  pick  oil  nuts  to  make  oil  for  burning  after  my  delivery ;  the  busha  then 
ordered  me  to  be  locked  up  in  a  dungeon,  and  sent  for  the  magistrate ;  when  the  magis- 
trate, Mr.  Rawlinson  came,  he  boxed  me  aJl  about  my  jaws  and  head,  and  put  me  again  in 
the  dungeon ;  he  boxed  me  with  a  paper  book  which  he  had  in  his  hand.  When  Mr.  Raw- 
linson and  the  busha  go  into  the  house  together,  if  the  apprentice  has  ever  so  much  right, 
he  is  not  allowed  to  speak.  On  my  return  from  the  workhouse,  the  time  I  was  there,  I  was 
made  to  pay  back  ten  days  to  estate.  The  day  the  ma^strate  boxed  me  was  about  a  week 
before  Cnristinas ;  I  was  put  by  the  busha  into  the  dungeon  on  Saturday  morning,  and 
was  taken  out  on  a  Monday. 

Note. — By  the  magistrates'  return,  it  appeared  that  the  above-mentioned  witness  was 
committed  to  the  house  of  correction  on  2dd  April  1^36. 


Monday,  2  October  1837* 
Peter  WiUiam  Atkinson  recalled ;  swora. 

When  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown  were  put  in  the  dungeon  at  Knapdale,  tfiey  were 
put  in  one  of  the  bottom  dungeons  at  the  works ;  they  were  put  in  separate  dimgeons^  and 
the  bottoms  of  the  dungeons  were  very  swampy;  Mr.  Patterson  kept  the  keys  of  the  dun- 
geons, and  caqie  to  open  the  doors  in  the  morning;  I  was  the  person  who  carried  the  food 
the  whole  ten  days  that  they  were  in  the  dungeon. 

Mr.  WUHam  Codnar,  proprietor  of  Newhope  Pen,  sworn, 

Maria  Henderson  was  sent  to  the  house  of  correction  the  latter  end  of  March  1885,  and 
a  woman  named  Peggy  was  sent  there  also  on  the  28th  May  1836.  From  the  4th  of 
October  1834  to  the  7th  May  1835,  she  absented  at  four  different  periods  about  196  days ; 
Maria  Henderson  went  to  St.  Ann's  Bay  to  see  a  man  in  the  workhouse,  whom  she  had 
formed  a  conneidon  with,  and  on  her  return  reported  to  the  people  on  the  property  the 
death  of  Peggy  in  the  workhouse ;  I  never  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  the  death ;  if 
I  had  been  told  that  one  of  my  horses  had  died,  I  should  certainly  have  inquired  as  to  how 
it  came  to  its  death;  Peggy  was  sentenced  to  the  workhouse  by  Mr.  Raminson;  she  was 
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JAM AIQA*       .g^nt  ttere  oa  the  27th  May  1835,  to  remain  there  for  one  month,  and  be  piit  on  the  tiead* 

■"""^  mill  five  minutes  eaeh  day ;  no  communication  whatever  was  made  to  me  from  the  work- 

houAe  of  the  death  of  the  woman  ;•  nor  have  I,  to  this  day,  learnt  any  thing  connected  With 

her  (teath  but  irom  loose  reports ;  she  was  in  the  habit  of  eating  firecoal,  but  broke  hendf 

off  the  habit  about  two  or  three  years  before  she  was  sent  to  the  nouse  of  correction. 

'  Maria  Henderson  or  Anderson  recalled ;  sworn. 

When  I  was  at  St.  Ann's  Bay  workhouse,  a  woman  living  on  the  bay  used  to  behavt 
very  kind  to  mt;  after  beine  at  home  about  three jnonth^,  I  went  to  the  bay  and  paid  her  a 
visit ;  I  also  went  to  the  workhouse  to  tell  Peggy  how  d'ye  ;  when  I  got  there,  the  driver  and 
boatswain  told  me  that  she  was  dead  ;  Martin  Brown  told  me  that  tne  first  day  she  was  put 
'on  the  mill,  the  blood  gushed  out  of  her  nose  and  mouth ;  that  they  stopped  the  mill  and 
took  her  off,  and  she  was  never  put  on  again  from  that  time  until  the  day  of  her  death, 
which  he  said  was  two  days  before  the  day  I  went  to  inquire  after  her ;  he  did  not  say  that 
she  could  not  keep  the  step  and  hung  on  the  mill,  but  that  she  was  not  able  from  the  first 
to  work  on  the  mill ;  she  was  a  sickly  woman,  and  troubled  with  pains  in  the  stomach  before 
she  was  sent  to  the  house  of  correction. 

Edward  Gabbedon,  constable  on  New  Hope,  sworn. 

I  remember  Maria  Anderson's  coming  from  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  Peggy's  going 
there;  Maria  went  some  time  after  to  St.  Ann's  Bay,  and  came  back  with  the  news  of 
Peggy's  death :  I  did  not  hear  the  cause  of  her  death  stated,  nor  did  I  make  any  inquiry; 
9he  was  a  young  woman,  and  I  am  told  that  she  used  to  eat  dirt,  which  made  her  very 
sickly  ;  I  can't  say  whether  she  complained  of  her  stomach  before  being  sent  to  the  work- 
house ;  she  was  always  fed  from  the  house,  and  master  therefore  claimed  a  part  of  her  own 
time ;  she  had  no  grounds,  and  had  nothing  to  do  but  sweep  the  yai-d  (Mi  Saturdays,  and 
feed  the  hogs. 

Maria  Henderson  or  Anderson  recalled. 

I  remember  that  some  apprentices  were  passing  by,  one  Friday,  from  Hylton  Hill ;  they 
had  the  half  Friday,  and  stopped  where  we  were  working ;  we  said  to  ourselves,  "  Every 
body's  negroes  have  the  half  Friday  except  us."  Master  heard  it,  and  said,  ''Shut  your 
mouths,  women ;  I  have  my  eyes  upon  two  or  three  of  you."  When  he  said  that,  the  appren- 
tices would  not  be  silent,  but  kept  on  talking ;  master  then  desired  the  head  constable, 
Richard  Jolmson,  to  take  myself  and  Clemence  Brodie  and  put  us  into  the  dungeon  ;  just 
as  we  were  going,  another  gentleman  came  up  and  told  master  that  the  head  constable  was 
laughing  and  upholding  us  ;  tnaster  then  sent  for  the  head  constable,  and  put  him  in  the 
bilboes ;  the  second  constable,  Cupid  Williams,  then  took  charge  of  us  and  carried  us  ti> 
the  dungeon,  where  we  were  locked  up ;  this  was  on  Friday  ;  we  were  let  out  next  morning 
after  breakfast;  on  the  Thursday  following,  Mr.  Rawlinson  came  up,  and  we  were  brought 
before  him  ;  he  ordered  me  to  fourteen  days*  hard  labour  in  the  house  of  correction,  and 
Clemence  Brodie,  who  had  a  young  child,  about  three  months  old,  he  ordered  to  be  locked 
up  for  ten  nights  in  the  dungeon  ;  ne  ordered  Richard  Johnson  to  be  called  and  broken  from 
being  a  head  constable. 

Mr.  Codnor  said,  "  I  have  been  working  on  the  nine-hours  system,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  general  bad  conduct  of  my  people,  by  way  of  punishment,  I  adopted  the  eight-hours 
system.  On  Friday,  the  27th  March  1836,  I  rode  out  to  where  the  people  were  working  <mi 
the  road,  and  while  there,  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  Mount  Edgecomb  negroes  passed  by ; 
the  Newhope  men  had  just  taken  up  a  turn  of  stones,  and  the  women  were  in  the  act  of 
doihg  so,  but  when  they  saw  the  Mount  Edgecomb  people  passing,  they  called  out,  *'  Massa 
negroes,  you  have  the  half  Friday ;  it  is  we  who  are  killed ;  it  is  we  who  are  punished ;  we 
don't  get  half  Friday;"  they  then  broke  out  in  a  very  noisy  and  violent  manner;  Maria 
Henderson  and  Clemence  Brodie  were  the  most  conspicuous ;  I  threatened  to  make  the 
constable  lock  them  up  unless  they  ceased,  and  told  them  that  I  would  send  for  Mr.  Raw- 
linson ;  they  then  became  more  clamorous ;  I  ordered  Cupid  Williams,  the  constable,  to 
take  Maria  Henderson  and  Clemence  Brodie  while  they  were  making  a  noise ;  Mr.  William 
Fairweather  and  Mr.  Walcott  rode  up  to  where  I  was,  and  Mr.  Walcott  said,  "  What  the 
devil  is  the  matter  here ;  you  seem  to  have  your  people  in  a  state  of  rebellion."  I  then 
mentioned  the  cause,  and  Mr.  Walcott  observed,  "  Your  men  are  worse  than  the  women,  or 
equally  bad ;"  Richard  Johnson  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  among  the  men,  instead  of 
endeavouring,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  to  make  peace ;  I  should  have  ordered  him  to  be 
locked  up  had  he  .not  been  in  charge  of  the  gang ;  I,  however,  had  him  locked  up  at  shell- 
blow,  and  sent  for  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  was  not  to  be  found  ;  I  let  them  all  out  at  eight 
o'clock  next  morning ;  when  Mr.  Rawlinson  visited  the  property,  they  were  tried  and  sen- 
tenced by  him,  as  stated  by  Maria  Henderson ;  Richard  Johnson  was  sentenced  to  be  flogged 
at  Brown's  Town,  and  his  sentence  was  carried  into  execution  by  the  police,  I  believe. 

George  Shuttleworth,  a  constable  on  New  Hope,  sworn. 

I  carried  P^gy  to  the  house  of  correction ;  she  was  neither  hearty  nor  strong ;  we  set 
away  about  d^y-light,  and  we  got  to  St.  Ann's  in  the  evening  about  sun-down ;  if  she  had 
been  hearty  and  strong  we  would  have  got  down  about  12  o'clock  mid-day ;  she  was  a  very 
weakly,  disabled. woman,  and  had  a  big  swelled  foot;  she  complained  all  the  way  about  a 
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pnei  in  die  stomach,  and  cddhi  scarcely  walk ;  when  she  got  into  the  boatswain's  yard,  inhe        JAMAICA, 
was  so-  sick  that  the  boatswain  said  they  could  not  keep  her  in ;  they  told  me  to  take  — *— 

'4ier  to  Mr.  Drake  ;  I  did  so^  and  he  desired  me  to  ^o  back  with  her  to  tbe  house  of  corree- 
4ioDy  and  desire  one  of  the  boatswains  to  lock  ner  up  in  a  room  by  herself;  I  then 
carried  her,  gave  her  in  charge  and  went  away.  When  I  got  home  in  the  morning,  roaster 
asked  if  I  saw  how  she  danced  on  the  treadmill ;  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  see,  as  it  was 
iate  when  I  got  down.  I  never  heard  any  thing  again  of  Peggy  until  Maria  Henderson 
came  up  with  the  report  of  her  death. 

Thomas  I\tllockf  an  apprentice  on  Retreat  Pen,  sworn, 

Peggy  came  to  the  workhouse  a  few  days  after  I  was  in  ;  she  was  a  weakly  woman  and 

^had  a  swelled  leg ;  all  her  face  and  skin  were  puffed;  I  did  not  see  her  on  the  treadmill, 

nor  did  I  ever  tsok  to  her ;  after  I  went  away  from  the  workhouse,  I  remember  hearing  of 

her  d^thy  but  I  canH  recollect  who  it  was  that  told  me  of  it ;  I  was  in  the  wgrkhouse 

myself  for  two  weeks. 

\Eliza  Watson,  an  apprentice  to  Mount  Cawnel  (called  Eliza  Mason,  of  Mount  Campbell,- 

in  James  Williams's  nairative),  sworn. 

1  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  at  St.  Ann's ;  I  was  put  on  the  treadmill ; 
.  while  on  the  mill  my  shins  were  much  cut  up,  and  when  I  missed  the  step,  Mr.  Drake  and 
•  Mr.  Jenkins  flogged  me  on  my  back ;  they  flogged  me  very  hard,  and  when  I  got  borne  I  was 
very  sick  from  it ;  when  I  was  on  the  mill  1  could  not  keep  step,  and  I  hung  by  my  hands, 
ana  the  mill  went  round  <]uite  quick  and  knocked  against  my  shins  and  cut  them  ;  I  kept 
on  banging  all  the  time  till  it  was  time  to  stop  the  mill,  and  it  was  only  then  that  I  was 
taken  down;  I  was  fledged  on  my  legs  as  well  as  my  back  ;  I  knew  James  Williams,  he 
and  I  were  in  the  workhouse  tojf ether  ;  I  was  put  in  for  10  days,  and  was  put  on  the  mill  once 
every  day,  in  the  morning;  Mr.TRawlinson  sentenced  me  to  oe  put  on  twice  a  day,  but  I  was 
only  woiied  once  a  day,  as  I  had  a  young  sucking  child  in  my  arms  ;  this  was  just  before 
Christmas  1836  ;  Eliza  Nathan,  from  Mount  Carmel,  was  in  the  workhouse  before  me;  she 
was  pregnant  when  she  went  in,  quite  young  with  child,  and  had  her  shins  cut  up  also. 

Maria  (^reaves  and  Mary  Brown,  apprentices  to  Hyde  Park  estate,  were  sworn, 

and  said, 

'  ^ITiat  they  were  some  time  ago  in  the  St.  Ann's  house  of  correction  and  were  sent  to  work 
in  the  field  with  the  penal  gang  ;  that  James  Thomas,  the  driver,  often  made  proposals  to 
them  of  an  improper  nature  ;  that  he  put  them  on  one  side  by  themselves  to  work,  and  then 
be  would  come  and  endeavour  to  persuade  them  to  consent  to  his  wishes ;  on  the  last  day 
that  they  had^  to  remain  in,  they  were  put  aside  to  work  by  themselves,  and  as  they  knew 
why  they  were  placed  by  themselves,  they  looked  very  sulky ;  Janes  Thomson  came  up  to 
'them  and  repeated  his  requests  to  Mary  Brown,  but  as  she  looked  very  cross  at  him  and 
refused  to  listen  to  him,  he  ordered  both  of  them  to  go  and  work  with  the  rest  of  the  gang* 
Maria  Greai^s  and  Mary  Brown  said  that  they  were  both  chained  together. 


Tuesday,  3  October  1837, 

Julian  Morison,  an  apprentice  to  Domock,  sworn. 

I  was  sent  some  time  ago  to  the  workhouse  and  was  put  on  the  treadmill ;  the  field- 
driver  persuaded  me  to  consent  to  his  wishes,  and  I  did  so  three  times ;  I  used  on  these 
ocoasions  to  go  to  his  room,  and  remained  with  him  during  the  whole  of  the  night :  his  name 
is  Thomas  Aikin ;  in  consequence  of  my  consenting  to  his  wishes  he  made  a  diifTerence  of 
my  •  work  in  the  field.  This  witness,  on  being  asked  why  she  consented  to  the  desires 
ofHhe  driver,  said,  **  I  was  afraid  if  I  did  not  go,  tnat  he  would  punish  me."  She  subsequently 
said  that  sbe  was  placed  on  the  mill  twice  a  day,  and  that  her  shins  were  bruised  only  the 
first  day* 

The  Examination  of  the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  Baptist  Missionary,  tttken  at  Brown's  Town, 

in  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's.  ,. 

Wednesday,  6  October  1837. 

Question  by  the  Court.]  A  reference  having  been  made  to  meetings  for  prayer,  held  by 
negroes  on  some  properties  in  this  neighbourhood,  be  good  enough  to  inform  us  what  you 
know  of  such  meetings,  and  how  they  are  conducted  ?-  Answer.  On  many  of  the  properties 
where  there  are  individuals  attending  the  chapel  of  which  I  am  the  minister,  a  class  is  fcrmed 
consisting  of  those  who  lead  a  moral  life,  and  are  desirous  of  obtaining  religious  instruction. 
To  each  of  these  persons  a  ticket  is  given;  and  their  names  are  entered  m  a  book  kept  for  the 
•  fkurpose.  A  person  is  selected  or  recognized  by  me  to  conduct  the  meetings  of  theckss, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  report  on  the  conduct  of  those  composing  it.  If  any  are  found  to 
have  been  guilty  of  immorality  or  improper  conduct,  theu-  names  are  erased  from  the  book, 
and  they  aie  requjested  to  return  their  tickets.  On  some  properties  the  classes  meet  once  a 
154*  z  3  week. 
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•  JAMAICA.  week,  on  others  two  or  threetimes^  in  the  lai^est  or  most  convementof  the  cottages  which  am 
—  be  procured  for  the  purpose.    The  strictest  injunctions  are  given  that  such  meetings  be  con- 

ducted in  a  quiet,  orderly  manner ;  that  they  be  broken  up  at  an  early  hour ;  that  especial  caife 
be  taken  to  avoid  disturbing  the  inmates  of  the  great  house ;  and  these  directions,  I  believe,  are 
carefuUv  attended  to.  The  meetings  are  solely  for  religious  purposes;  two  or  three  hymns  are 
sung ;  the  Scriptures  are  read;  prayer  is  offered;  and  inquiries  made  to  the  christian  consistency 
of  the  members  of  the  class.  The  friends  and  neighbours  of  those  belonging  to  the  class 
are  permitted  to  attend  the  meetings,  or  indeed  any  one  who  may  have  the  desire. 

Q.  What  number  of  persons  generally  compose  your  congregation? — A.  My  general 
congregation  consists  of  nearly  1,000  persons ;  there  are  300  or  400  besides,  who  cannot 
obtain  admission  inside  the  chapel,  and  are  obliged  to  remain  partly  in  the  school  and  partly 
on  the  steps  and  about  the  premises.  There  are  about  300  children  who  attend  the  saobaih 
school,  and  about  the  same  number  of  adults.  About  400  or  500  Testaments  have  been  dis- 
tributed since  the  commencement  of  1835,  to  those  who  are  capable  of  reading  them. 

Q.  What  is  the  genend  appearance  of  your  congregation? — A.  The  greater  part  are  weH 
dressed,  and  their  general  appearance  is  that  of  hefdtli  and  comfort. 

Q.  What  appears  to  you  to  be  the  general  means  of  which  they  are  possessed  ? — A.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that,  with  some  exception,  they  are  industrious,  and  that,  when 
the  seasons  are  favourable,  their  grounds  are  so  productive  as  to  enable  them  to  be  com- 
fortable themselves,  generous  and  attentive  to  those  who  are  in  distress  and  in  sickness, 
and  liberal  in  their  subscriptions  towards  assisting  the  pajrment  of  the  debt  incurred  in  the 
erectiion  of  this  chapel.  Since  the  opening  of  the  chapel  in  May  1836,  upwards  of  1,000  i. 
have  been  subscribed  by  the  apprentices. 

The  Rev.  John  Clarke  said,  in  reference  to  James  Williams, — Mr.  Stmge  saw  James  Wil* 
Inroshere;  he  had  some  conversation  with  him,  and  requested  that  I  would  purchase  his 
•u>cdom  for  him ;  he  came  here  in  consequence  of  ^  message  having  been  sent  to  Penshiurst 
by  James  Finlayson,  at  my  request,  informing  the  people  that  two  gentlemen  yrere  here  wlio 
were  desirous  of  knowing  how  the  apprentices  were  treated.  Mr.  Sturge,  after  hearing  his 
statement,  requested  me  to  .purchase  the  remaining  term  of  his  apprenticeship ;  I  askeo  him 
the  several  questions  stated  by  him  in  the  narrative,  and  he  promised,  on  my  advancing  the 
money,  to  work  hard  and  try  to  pay  me  back.  Mr.  Rawlinson  made  some  hesitation  to  value, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence  or  the  master,  Mr.  Senior,  but  on  my  representing  to  Mr. 
Rawlinson  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  the  boy  should  be  valued  that  day, 
and,  indeed,  could  admit  of  no  delay,  the  valuation  was  proceeded  with,  and,  after  the  payment 
of  the  money,  I  told  him  that  he  must  go  to  Spanish  Town  or  Kingston  to  Mr.  Sturge,  as  he 
wished  to  take  him  to  England,  and  would  take  good  care  of  him.  I  previously  inquired 
whether  he  would  like  to  go  to  England,  and  he  immediately  assented,  and  expressed  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  at  the  idea  of  going. 

Abraham  Isaacs^  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's,  sworn. 

I  was  one  of  the  justices  who  valued  James  WilUams,  and  I  am  certain  that  James 
Williams  would  not  have  been  valued  at  so  high  a  rate  but  for  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Isaacs;  my  usual  mode  of  valuing  domestics  of  that  description  was  10^.  per  week, 
deducting  therefrom  one-third  foi'  casualties  and  contingencies,  leaving  the  net  sum  of 
6  s.  Sd. 


Note, — Before  the  commissioners  left  the  neighbourhood  of  Brown's  Town,  they  made  it 
their  duty  to  ride  over  to  Knapdale  to  inspect  the  dungeons  on  that  property;  the  cells  in  which 
James  Williams  and  Adam  brown  were  confined  were  found  to  be  exactly  six  feet  square,  and 
in  height  about  12  feet.  Although  not  now  observed  to  be  damp,  yet,  having  been  but  just 
completed  at  the  time  of  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown's  incarceration,  and  being  m>m 
their  situation  totally  excluded  from  the  influence  of  the  sun,  it  is  impossible  that,  with  the 
strong  masonry  vrith  which  they  are  built,  they  could  have  been  otherwise  than  damp.  In 
each  of  these  cells  is  one  narrow  and  indirect  opening  for  the  admission  of  air;  there  is  con- 
sequently no  ventilation  whatever.  When,  in  connexion  with  this  fact,  it  is  also  remarked 
that  nature's  relief  was  allowed  to  accumulate  during  nearly  if  not  the  whole  period  of  10 
days  and  nights,  it  may  be  almost  a  matter  of  surprise  that  human  life  was  sustamed  for 
that  long  period  under  such  revolting  circumstances.  The  commissioners  inspected  also 
the  dungeon  at  Penshurst,  which  they  found  about  seven  feet  square  and  not  deficient  in 
ventilation  ;  it  is,  however,  so  low  that  a  person  of  ordinary  size  must  be  denied  in  it  even 
the  slight  but  natural  alleviation  of  an  erect  posture. 


St.  Ann's  Bay,  Thursday,  6  October  1837. 


George  Gordon,  Esq.,  General  Magistrate,  and  John  Dauffhtret/,  Esq.,  Special  Magistrate, 
removed  th^r  Court  to  this  place,  where  the  investigation  was  continued. 

The  commission  and  other  documents  having  been  published  as  before,  the  commis- 
sioners repaired  to  the  house  of  correction,  and  made  a  minute  observation  of  tlie  state  of 
that  institution,  the  result  of  which  will  be  detailed  at  length  in  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  commiswoners  iu  this  town.    The  commissioners  wer©  put  ixx  possession  of  the 
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books  and  papers  relative  to  the  discipline  of  the  house  of  correction,  and  were  subse-        JAMAICA  1, 

quently  afforaed  every  opportunity,  at  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  to  obtain  what-  '^ 

ever  information  they  required.  His  honour  the  custos  was  apprized,  during  the  day,  of  the 
arrival  of  the  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  tneir  inquiries.  Various  persons 
were  summoned  to  attend  the  court  on  the  following  day,  and  a  requisition  was  sent  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  police  station  at  Wakefield  for  a  corporal  and  three  privates  to  act  as 
messengers. 

Friday,  6  October  1837. 
Jame»  Brawn^  head  constable  on  Draxhall,  sworn. 

I  knew  Elizabeth  Bartley ;  she  was  carried  before  Mr.  Sowley  to  be  tried  for  not  doing 
her  work  so  as  to  ke^p  up  with  the  gang  in  the  field,  and  for  turning  out  late ;  when  she 
was  tried,  I  told  the  overseer  and  we  magistrate  that  she  was  with  child ;  they  made  n9 
answer,  and  the  magistrate  sentenced  her  tp  dance  the  treadmill  four  days;  when  she 
vetumed  her  le^  were  not  cut,  nor  did  she  say  to  me  that  she  had  been  catted  while  on  the 
wheel ;  she  looked  sickly  on  her  return,  as  she  had  been  put  on  the  wheel  in  a  state  of 
pregnancy ;  many  of  the  people  who  were  sent  from  Draxhall  to  the  treadmill  were  severely 
cut  upon  the  shins,  seversd  ot  them  were  cut  like  Lavinia  Reynolds,  who  is  brought  down 
this  day  for  the  purpose  of  showing  her  wounds ;  it  was  Major  Light  who  sent  her  to  the 
workhouse ;  she  went  in  about  March,  and  her  foot  has  never  been  well  since ;  tlie  men 
who  were  sent  to  the  workhouse  returned  home  with  backs  much  cut  up  from  the  whip ; 
some  of  them  would  go  to  their  work  on  their  return,  and  some  would  be  obliged  to  go  to 
the  hothouse ;  but  those  who  went  to  their  work  could  never  keep  up  their  row,  as  they 
used  to  complain  much  about  their  shoulders  bein^  cramped ;  I  have  often  seen  Major 
L^t  trying  people  at  Draxhall,  he  could  scarcely  ever  vnite  the  paper  to  send  the 
people  to  the  workhouse. 

Queg&m.  Did  you  ever  see  Major  Light  in  a  state  of  intoxication  ? — Amwer*  He  was 
scarody  ever  sober. 

Q.  What  magistrate  succeeded  Major  Light,  and  how  do  the  people  belfave  under  him  ? 
— A.  The  peopfe  behave  much  better  now,  because  there  is  not  so  much  punishment  as  in 
Major  Light's  tune ;  they  have  confidence  in  Captain  Rejrnolds,  who  always  gives  them  a  &ir 
trial  and  good  advice;  the  people  are  worked  on  the  eight  hour  system ;  as  I  have  not  a 
watch,  I  cannot  say  whether  we  nave  been  worked  more  than  the  eight  hours ;  but,  during  the 
ktft  week,  we  have  been  dravm  ofi^  rather  eariier  than  usual ;  we  do  not  get  herrings  regularly, 
sometimas  we  are  two  months  vrithout  them ;  we  know  that  we  can't  claim  them  now  as  a 
right,  and  therefore  we  don't  think  hard  when  we  d(m*t  get  them ;  I  was  present  on  two 
occasions  when  Major  Light  tried  the  people ;  one  of  those  occasions  was  after  dinner,  and 
he  was  so  tipsy  that  he  was  obliged  to  hold  his  head  over  the  paper ;  he  then  asked  busha 
what  to  do,  and  busha  told  him  what  to  write  ;  two  of  the  book-keepers  were  present ;  one 
day  Major  Light  was  so  drunk  that  he  fell  off  the  step ;  one  reason  why  the  people  are 
more  satisfied  now  is,  that  Captain  Reynolds  does  not  visit  the  busha's  house. 

Mr.  James  Larchin  Miller^  book-keeper  on  Draxhall,  sworn. 

I  am  a  book-keeper  at  Draxhall,  and  attend  the  people  in  the  field ;  we  work  on  the 
eight  hour  system ;  the  list  is  called  at  20  minutes  to  seven  o'clock ;  some  of  the  people 
turn  out  regularly,  but  others  do  not  come  into  the  field  till  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afler  the 
time ;  they  are  given  an  hour  for  break&st,  and  generally  take  a  quarter  of  an  hour  more ; 
they  have  field-cooks ;  they  are  given  two  hours  for  dinner,  and  they  take  a  half  hour 
more ;  until  within  the  last  week  mey  have  been  drawn  off  at  about  a  quarter  of  six  in  the 
evening ;  for  the  last  week  they  have  been  drawn  off  at  a  quarter  after  five,  by  which  timp 
those  who  have  turned  out  early  have  completed  their  eieht  hours,  and  those  who  turned  out 
late  and  lost  time  have  been  noted,  to  be  n-ought  up  before  the  special  magistrate. — In  reply 
to  a  question  from  the  court,  Mr.  Miller  said,  that,  previous  to  this  last  arrangement,  those  who 
turned  out  early  were  drawn  off  as  soon  as  they  had  completed  their  eight  hours,  and  those 
who  turned  out  late  were  kept  in  the  field  until  they"  completed  their  time,  but  on  such  occa- 
,  sions  they  did  but  little  or  no  work ;  the  most  distant  cane-piece  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  farthest  comer  of  the  negro-houses. — ^This  witness,  in  continuation,  said,  Mary 
Ann  Shaw  and  Eleanor  Howell  were  in  the  workhouse  before  I  went  to  the  property ;  J 
have  therefore  no  knowledge  of  the  state  in  which  they  returned,  nor  of  the  fact  that  they 
they  were  so  lame  as  to  be  put  into  a  truck  by  Mr.  Drake  to  be  sent  home ;  there  is  not  sp 
much  pimishment  now  as  in  Major  Light's  time ;  he  was  always  a  little  in  liouor,  but  never 
so  much  as  not  to  be  able  to  do  his  duty  and  write  his  name ;  I  never  saw  him  what  may 
be  called  sober,  he  was  generally  betwixt  and  between ;  when  holding  his  court,  he  always 
gave  as  patient  and  as  full  a  hearing  to  the  apprentice  a9  to  the  employer ;  the  Draxhall 
negroes  have  never  been  worked  on  the  nine  hour  system  since  I  have  been^  there,  and  I 
believe  that  the  eight  hour  system  is  common  among  the  estates  in  this  neighbourhood. 

Samuel  Pinky  head  carpenter,  and  a  constable  to  Draxhall  estate,  sworn, 

I  remember  Elizabeth  Bartley  being  tried  by  Mr.  Sowley ;  I  was  present,  and  heard 
James  Bro\vn  tell  the  magistrate  and  overseer  that  she  was  with  child ;  she  was  tried  for 
turning  out  late  and  not  keeping  up  with  the  gang,  she  could  not  do  so  because  she  was 
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•JAMAICA.  pregnant;  those  women  who  returned  from  the  workhouse^  with  then*  knees  cut  up  froro  ihe 
'■'  *  treadmill  generally  went  into  the  hospital  for  four  or  five  weeks  ;  when  Mary  Ann  Siaw  and 
Eleanor  Howell  returned  from  the  workhouse,  they  told  me  that  as  they  could  not  walk 
they  were  put  into  a  cart  belonging  to  Roaring  River  by  Mr.  Drake,  and  were  taken  out 
at  Draxhalf  gate,  where  the  road  turns  into  the  works ;  they  were  put  into  the  hothouse^ 
and  I  went  in  and  saw  their  legs  terribly  cut  up,  they  were  quite  bad  ;  they  were  upwards 
of  a  month  in  the  hothouse  before  they  were  well  enough  to  come  out ;  another  woman, 
named  Lavinia  Reynolds,  got  very  much  damaged  on  the  shins;  she  has  been  in  the  hot- 
house for  five  months  since  her  return  from  the  workhouse,  and  is  still  there ;  she  was  tried 
for  quitting  the  hothouse  frequently ;  she  was  in  at  that  time  with  a  sore  toe ;  her  shin  is 
very  bad  now,  and  at  one  time  the  wound  was  so  bad  on  it  that  I  saw  the  bone,  the  whole  of 
the  skin  was  in  one  sore,  and  I  began  to  think  that  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  cut  the 
leg  off;  Dr.  Bailey  is  the  doctor  for  the  property,  but  I  can't  say  if  he  ever  did  any  thing  for 
Lavinia  Reynolds ;  Major  Light  was  the  special  magistrate  who  sent  Lavinia  Reynolds  to  the 
house  of  correction  ;  he  was  a  man  who  v^ras  scarcely  ever  sober ;  he  drank  too  much  spirits, 
and  used  to  commence  very  early  in  the  morning ;  I  have  seen  him  at  his  business  between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  quite  tipsy ;  I  have  seen  him  so  bad  that  way  that 
he  could  not  sit  down  in  his  own  chaise  ;  I  have  seen  him  at  Draxhall  going  away,  after 
he  had  done  his  duty,  so  tipsy  that  his  servant  was  obliged  to  hold  him  in  his  chaise  ;  be 
never  allowed  the  apprentices  to  have  much  to  say  for  themselves  before  he  committed  them  ; 
at  the  offset,  when  the  new  law  first  set  in,  the  people  were  very  ignorant  and  unruly,  but 
within  this  year  they  have  begun  to  behave  a  little  better ;  this  has  been  since  the  new 
magistrate,  Captain  fteynolds,  came ;  he  gives  them  much  satisfaction ;  Mr.  Sowley  veas  the 
magistrate  before  Major  Light ;  he  used  to  flog  the  people  very  hard. 

,   Solomon  CoheUy  proprietor  of  Coolshade,  sworn, 

I  knew  Major  Light,  and  am  aware  that  he  used  to  be  frequently  intoxicated ;  be  has 
come  to  Coolshade,  m  his  Rapacity  as  a  n^gistrate,  in  such  a  state  that,  even  if  I  had  bad 
complaints,  I  would  not  have  brought  the  people  before  him,  as  I  did  not  consider  him  in  a 
fit  state  to  try  them. 

Lavinia  Reynoldsj  an  apprentice  to  Draxhall,  after  exhibiting  her  leg  with  a  very 

bad  sore,  was  sworn. 

I  was  in  the  hothouse  with  a  sore  toe;  one  Wednesday  morning  the  doctorHBan 
ordered  me  out  to  sweep  the  yard  ;  I  told  him  my  breakfast  was  on  the  fire,  and  he  ordered 
me  directly  into  the  dark  room ;  he  complained  of  me  to  the  busha,  who  sent  off  for  Major 
Light;  he  came  in  the  afternoon,  and  I  was  brought  up  and  tried,  and  on  the  evidence  of 
the  doctor -man,  Jones  M'Farlane,  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  house  of  correcticm ; 
I  was  carried  down  on  the  Wednesday  night  and  put  on  the  treadmill  the  next  morning  ;  when 
I  went  in  the  evening  I  was  locked  up  in  a  dark  room,  the  room  was  very  dark ;  when  I  was 

Sut  on  the  treadmill  my  toe  was  still  bad,  and,  as  1  knocked  mv  shins  against  the  mill, 
Ir.  Drake  took  a  cat  with  his  own  hands  and  flogged  me  on  the  reet ;  on  Tuesday  evening 
I  was  taken  ill  with  fever,  and  I  told  Mr.  Drake  the  next  morning  that  1  had  fever,  but  he 
did  not  take  any  notice  of  me,  and  still  put  me  on  the  mill ;  ihey  never  flogged  me  after 
the  first  time ;  every  time  I  went  on  the  mill  I  knocked  my  shins ;  the  day  that  Mr.  Drake 
licked  me  wilJi  the  cat  he  licked  me  on  the  bruises,  and  that  made  the  shins  so  bad ;  when 
he  put  me  on  the  mill  he  took  a  handkerchief  off  my  head  and  tied  my  ck)thes  up  above  my 
knees ;  I  was  kept  the  whole  of  the  first  week  on  the  mill,  as  Mr.  Drake  would  not  believe 
that  I  was  sick ;  Dr.  Bailey  did  not  see  me  at  the  workhouse,  nor  any  other  doctor  while 
I  was  there ;  the  second  week  I  was  very  sick  ;  on  the  Monday  of  the  second  week  I  spoke 
to  Mr.  Drake,  and  told  him  that  I  was  sick,  I  couldn't  help  myself;  he  said  he  did  not 
care,  and  that  I  should  go  on  the  mill ;  he  did  not  care  whether  I  broke  my  shins  or  not ; 
he  put  me  on  the  mill  on  that  Monday,  and  I  was  so  weak  that  I  couldn't  keep  step,  but 
hung  on  it ;  it  was  going  very  fast,  and  bruised  the  shin  so  much  as  to  make  it  oleea ;  the 
next  morning  Mr.  Drake  said  he  would  not  bother  with  me  again,  and  locked  me  up  in  the 
dark  room  ;  I  was  kept  in  that  dark  room  the  whole  of  the  two  weeks  that  I  was  in  the  work- 
house, except  when  they  took  me  out  to  put  me  on  the  treadmill ;  I  used  to  be  let  out  a 
little  in  day-time  to  wash  the  sore ;  the  morning:  that  Mr.  Drake  was  flogging  me  on  the 
mill,  he  flogged  all  the  other  people  who  could  not  keep  step,  and  tied  all  the  other  women's 
clothes  the  same  way  as  mine ;  to  the  boatswain  ana  others  i^tanding  below,  our  persons 
must  have  been  indecently  exposed  ;  from  the  time  I  have  been  out,  I  have  been  in  the  hot- 
house till  now  (near  five  months) ;  Dr.  Bailey,  the  doctor  of  Draxhall,  has  seen  the 
»  foot,  but  never  told  me  what  to  do  with  it ;  I  don't  know  whether  he  gave  any  directions 

to  the  doctor*man ;  I  have  been  washing  the  foot  and  putting  leaves  on  it. 

'  Mr.  Richard  Watts,  overseer  on  Seville  estate,  sworn. 

I  remember  Mary  Murray  being  sent  to  the  workhouse,  about  the  20th  Decenjjber  last ; 
I  do  not  remember  any  particular  circumstance  happening  at  the  trial,  which  took  place 
before  Major  Light ;  one  of  the  constables  might  have  been  present ;  she  was  tried  for  run- 
ning away ;  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  beHeve  I  wrote  the  committal,  and  read  it  to  Major  Light, 
who  signed  it ;  I  wrote  the  committal  at  his  request,  as  he  was  a  nervous  man,  Uid  read  it 
over  to  him ;  he  ai)peared  as  if  he  had  been  exceeding  the  day  before ;  he  had  not  taken 
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uy.  thing  to  drink  that  morning  on  the  estate;  Mary  Murray  was  the  only  woman  on  the        JAMAICA. 
propei:ty  who  had  been  sent  to  the  workhouse  for  punishment ;  the  people  on  the  property  — ^ 

oehave  very  well,  and  have  done  so  since  I  have  been  on  the  property;  they  get  fish 
regularly ;  1  have  been  on  the  property  about  two  years ;  we  work  on  tiie  eight  hours 
system. 

Mary  Ann  Sbato,  an  apprentice  to  Draxhall  estate,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  house  of  correction ;  I  was  sent  on  a  charge  of  quitting 
spelt;  Iwas  put  on  the  treadmill  twice  a  day,  and  when  I  could  not  keep  the  step,  Mr. 
Drake  made  Thomas  White,  the  boatswain,  cut  me  on  the  legs ;  I  was  very  badly  cut  up  ; 
ob  the  fifth  day  I  was  very  bad,  and  I  hung  on  the  mill,  but  they  would  not  take  us  down 
until  the  time  was  over;  1  had  fever  on  me  three  days,  and  I  told  Mr.  Drake,  but  he  said, 
"  They  have  sent  you  down  to  dance  the  treadmill,  and  you  must  dance  it."  Every  day 
when  we  were  on  the  mill  they  flogged  us,  and  made  us  tie  our  clothes  up  so  high  that  our 
persons  were  very  indecently  exposed ;  when  the  time  came  for  us  to  go  out  we  could  not 
walk ;  I  thought  I  should  have  died,  as  I  was  so  very  bad ;  I  could  not  stand  up  at  all, both 
my  legs  were  swelled  all  the  way  up  to  the  hip,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  attention  of  a 
doctor-woman,  named  Eliza  Beckford,  on  Draxhall,  both  Catherine  James  and  myself  must 
have  died ;  when  our  time  was  up,  Mr.  Drake  told  us  that  he  sent  to  let  the  busha  know 
that  he  must  send  a  cart  for  us,  as  we  could  not  walk,  and  that  busha  said  he  would  not  send 
the  cart  for  us,  as  he  did  not  care  whether  we  died  or  not.  One  day  the  Roaring  River 
wain  came  down  with  bread  kind  for  the  people,  and  Mr.  Drake  got  the  cartman  to  put  us 
on  it,  and  carry  us  home ;  the  cartman  dropped  us  at  Draxhall-gate,  and  we  lay  down  there, 
until  the  Draxhall  cart  passing  by,  on  its  return  from  carrying  sugar  to  the  bay,  we  were 
taken  up  and  carried  to  the  hospital ;  Dr.  Nicholl  came  to  the  hothouse,  and  told  us 
what  to  do  with  the  legs ;  after  being  in  the  hothouse  about  two  weeks,  and  got  a  little 
better,  busha  turned  us  out  to  work ;  when  in  the  workhouse,  and  on  the  mill,  f  never  saw 
any  white  gentlemen  come  there  except  Mr.  Sowley,  the  special  magistrate,  who  examined 
Catherine  James  and  myself,  and  saw  now  we  were  mashed  up ;  Mr.  Drake  it  was  who  sent 
for  him  to  show  him  our  legs,  and  the  state  they  were  in,  and  when  he  saw  them  he  said  that 
we  deserved  more  than  that;  I  was  never  brought  up  before  Major  Light,  nor  punished 
since  then. 

Eleanor  Howell,  an  apprentice  to  Draxhall  estate,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  and  put  on  the  treadmill ;  I  was  well  mashed 
up  ;  that  is,  my  shins  were  mashed  up ;  when  the  legs  were  mashed  by  the  mill,  and  I  could 
not  keep  the  step,  particularly  as  1  was  troubled  with  a  shortness  of  breath,  Mr.  Drake 
ordered  the  man  who  acted  as  boatswain  to  flog  me  with  a  cat ;  I  was  cut  up  on  my  back 
and  my  feet ;  I  wbb  piit  on  the  treadmill  twice  every  day  for  three  days ;  every  God  s  send 
day.  that  I  was  put  on  the  mill,  it  bruised  my  knees,  and  as  I  hung  on  it,  fit)m  inability  to 
keep  the  step,  it  cut  my  shins  dreadftilly ;  when  I  called  out  for  "  mercy,*'  Mr.  Drake  said, 
"  No  mercy  is  here :  you  should  have  looked  for  mercy  at  Draxhall  before  you  came  here." 
When  I  came  off  the  mill,  they  locked  me  up  in  a  dark  room  with  two  other  women,  and 
kept  us  there  until  we  were  taken  out  to  dance  the  treadmill  again ;  when  the  three  days 
expired,  I  was  sent  out  of  the  workhouse,  but  I  could  not  stand  ;  busha  sent  a  man  down 
for  me,  he  was  my  brother-in-law,  and  when  he  found  that  I  could  not  walk,  he  took  me  on 
his  shoulders  and  carried  me  home ;  I  was  taken  to  my  own  house,  and  the  foot  was  very 
bad  ;  I  remained  in  the  house  three  weeks,  and  after  that  I  went  to  the  hospital,  but  busha 
would  not  take  me  in,  and  ordered  me  to  go  the  field  to  work ;  no  white  doctor  ever 
attended  my  foot  in  the  workhouse,  but  a  man  named  Sammy  used  to  dress  it  with  oil  to 
make  it  moist ;  when  on  the  treadmill,  Mr.  Drake  always  made  Romeo,  the  boatswain,  tie 
my  clothes  up  above  the  knees. 

Elizabeth  Bartley,  an  apprentice  to  Draxhall  estate,  sworn. 

I  was  tried  some  time  ago,  and  sent  to  the  treadmill ;  the  first  time  I  went  on  I  did  very 
well,  but  afterwards,  as  I  was  in  the  family  way,  I  could  not  keep  the  step,  and  when  I  could 
not  keep  it  fi'om  weakness,  I  begged  Mr.  Drake,  and  told  him,  **  Massa,  I  can't  keep  up, 
I  am  in  the  family  way ;"  instead  of  letting  me  off,  he  ordered  Thomas  White  to  flog  me 
with  a  cat.  Thomas  White  flogged  me  on  my  shoulder,  my  feet  and  my  rump ;  I  told  him 
often  that  I  was  in  the  family  way,  and  he  said,  **  If  you  had  done  good,  busha  would  not 
have  sent  you  here."  Before  putting  me  on  the  mill,  my  clothes  were  tied  up  very  high, 
and  any  body  statidin^  up  below  could  observe  how  I  was  exposed ;  when  I  was  tried  at 
Draxhall,  I  did  not  teu  the  magistrate  that  I  was  pregnant,  but  James  Brown  said  that  I 
was ;  I  don't  know  whether  the  magistrate  heard  nim.  On  Sundaysl  was  locked  up,  but 
did  not  have  the  collar  and  chain  on ;  I  was  not  in  the  gang,  but  placed  in  solitary  con- 
finement; the  other  woman  went  out  on  Sundays  to  fetch  water  and  sweep  Mr.  Drake's 
yard ;  I  remember  calling  out  to  Mr.  Drake, "  Massa,  I  a'n't  able,  I  am  in  two  flesh,"  but 
1  do  not  remember  hearing  the  answer  of  Mr.  Drake,  as  the  mill  was  going  round  and  the 
people  crying  out  upon  it. 

Jones  M^Farlane,  doctor-man  on  Draxhall  estate,  sworn. 

I  remember  Lavinia  Reynolds,  when  she  returned  from  the  house  of  correction  ;  she  went 
to  the  hotli^use ;  she  had  sores  on  her  shin,  and  I  washed  them  and  put  a  poultice  on  the 
shin  ;  ufter  pressing  the  wounds  three  days,  she  complained  that  I  washed  the  sores  too  hard, 
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Jamaica.       ^^^  she  would  not  allow  me  to  put  my  hand  upon  her  skin ;  Dr.  Bailey  saw  the  wooods  and 

'       prescribed  ;  after  I  left  the  leg,  she  did  not  know  how  to  Ileal  it,  and  it  got  worse  ;  I  then 

took  it  in  hand  a  second  time,  since  which  it  has  been  getting  better ;  she  has  been  in  the 
hothouse  about  four  months  ;  previously  to  her  being  sent  to  the  treadmill,  I  went  into  the 
hothouse  and  desired  her  to  go  and  sweep  the  busha's  yard ;  she  did  not  do  as  she  wad 
ordered,  and  I  put  her  in  the  lock-up  house,  and  after  that  she  was  brought  before  this 
magistrate. 

Dr.  Thomas  J.  Bailey  sworn. 

I  know  Lavinia  Reynolds ;  her  leg  has  been  very  bad,  but  is  now  getting  better ;  it  was 
very  bad  when  she  came  from  the  workhouse  ;  it  was  a  large  sore,  and  I  should  think  that 
it  proceeded  from  the  bruises  received  on  the  treadmill ;  she  has  always  been  under  my 
observation  at  the  hothouse,  and  1  have  prescribed  for  her  when  necessary ;  the  sore  on'  her 
leg  is  one  of  the  worst  I  have  seen  from  the  workhouse ;  my  directions  were  always  written 
in  the  hospital  book ;  I  did  not  see  her  in  the  workhouse  ;  she  could  not  have  been  in  the 
hospital;  nad  she  been  there,  I  should  have  seen  her;  I  do  not  remember  seeing  Mary  Ann 
Shaw  or  Eleanor  Howell  as  regular  hospital  patients  ;  they  might  have  been  in  Uie  hospital, 
off  and  on,  and  were  perhaps  absent  when  I  went  to  visit  the  patients. 

Cecilia  Russell^  an  apprentice  to  Draxhall  estate,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  in  the  workhouse  some  time  ago ;  they  used  me  very  bad,  particularly 
one  Sunday  afternoon,  when  the  people  were  sweeping  the  yard;  Joseph  Bolt,  the  boat- 
swain of  the  yard,  flogged  me  with  a  cat;  I  was  on  the  tread  wheel,  and  when  I  could 
not  keep  step,  I  was  catted  on  my  legs  by  the  boatswain  of  the  mill;  Mr.  Drake 
was  present,  and  when  they  catted  me  he  desired  me  to  keep  the  step ;  I  was  catted 
very  badly  on  the  legs,  but  not  on  the  shoulders ;  when  I  could  not  keep  the  step  I  hung 
on  the  rail,  and  as  the  mill  went  round  it  bruised  my  shins ;  while  I  hung  that  way,  they 
flogged  my  legs  to  make  me  keep  on  ;  I  worked  in  the  field  with  the  gang,  and  danced  the 
mill  twice  each  day ;  I  slept  at  night  in  the  woman's  room  with  the  chain  and  collar  on. 

Mr.  Charles  Bravo,  deputy  clerk  of  peace,  St.  Ann's,  sworn. 

I  have  seen  the  treadmill  at  work,  both  before  Mr.  Drake's  death  and  after;  I  observed 
two  men  on  it,  some  time  before  Mr.  Drake's  death,  suffering  particular  torture ;  one  of  the 
men  whom  I  saw  was  upwards  of  50  years  of  age,  I  should  think;  he  had  upon  his  knees 
and  shins  fresh  bruises,  as  if  from  the  effects  of  working  on  the  mill  the  day  before ;  from 
the  first  evolution  of  the  mill  he  never  kept  the  step,  but  hung  and  complained  dreadfully 
of  severe  pains  in  the  back.  Mr.  Drake  struck  him  repeatedly  with  the  cat  about  his  legs; 
when  the  man  was  taken  off*  the  mill,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  he  could 
limp  into  the  house  of  correction ;  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  many  negroes  in  the  house 
of  correction,  ^nd  they  invariably  declared  that  they  would  prefer  any  other  punishment 
to  that  of  the  treadmill ;  when  on,  they  always  exclaimed  very  piteously,  crying  out  to  be 
taken  off,  that  their  time  was  up,  &c.  &c.,  and  uttering  various  cries,  which  a  person  suflTer- 
ing  ^eat  pain  would  be  supposed  to  do.  Since  the  circular  from  the  Governor,  limiting 
treadmill  punishments  to  ten  minutes,  and  under  the  control  of  the  present  superintendent, 
I  think  that  treadmill  punishments  have  been  much  ameliorated,  and,  in  fact,  that  the  whole 
discipline  of  the  workhouse  has  undergone  a  considerable  change  for  the  better ;  I  have  seen 
a  case  lately,  in  which  the  present  supervisor  has  used  his  own  discretion  in  taking  a  woman 
down  before  her  time  had  expired  in  conseauence  of  his  considering  her  unable  to  hold  out 
much  longer.  With  regard  to  the  mill  itself,  Iconsider  that  the  steps  are  too  wide  and 
deep,  and  that  the  hand-rail  is  very  defective  from  its  height  and  position;  I  also  think 
that  it  is  highly  improper  that  it  should  be  worked  merely  at  the  caprice  of  the  officer  who 
attends  it,  instead  of  being  mechanically  regulated.  By  the  books  ot  the  workhouse  I  have 
ascertained  the  fact,  that  on  the  10th  January  1835,  there  were  119  persons  confined  in 
the  workhouse,  and  the  average  throughout  the  year  1835  would  be  72  per  day.  From 
a  careful  and  recent  admeasurement  of  the  rooms  in  this  establishment,  it  is  incapable 
of  containing  more  than  90  persons  comfortably ;  I  think  it  dile  to  the  local  magistrates 
of  the  parish  to  state,  that  I  have  been  in  the  peace  office  about  six  months,  and  that 
during  tnat  time  no  case  of  whipping  has  ever  occurred,  and  but  three  or  four  cases  of 
treadmill  punishments.  A  ma^strate,  appointed  in  session  to  act  as  president  of  the  house 
of  correction,  and  the  three  sitting  magistrates  of  the  week,  are  reouired  to  inspect,  weekly, 
the  workhouse  establishment,  and  to  make  what  remarks  they  think  necessary  in  a  book 
repared  for  that  purpose;  magistrates  frequently  attend  without  making  remarks,  if  they 
no  all  correct.  1  should  say  that  the  president,  Mr.  Lemon,  is  most  attentive  and  assi- 
duous in  his  visits  to  the  workhouse,  and  often  goes  there  at  times  when  the  treadmill  would 
be  at  work ;  Mr.  Heming,  the  president  in  the  gaol,  is  also  a  frequent  visitor  of  the  house 
of  correction.  I  came  to  live  in  the  parish  a  day  or  two  afler  Major  Light  commenced 
his  duties  as  a  special  magistrate,  and  that  part  of  the  narrative  of  James  Williams,  which 
has  reference  to  nis  repeated  intoxications,  is  perfectly  true ;  I  have  myself  witnessed  him 
in  a  state  of  intoxication,  adjudicating  cases  in  the  court-house  of  this  parish. 

Question,  Are  you  aWare  whether  the  conduct  of  Major  Light  was  ever  represented  to 
the  executive,  either  by  the  magistracy  or  other  persons  in  the  parish  ? — Ariswer.  The 
conduct  of  Major  Light  was  almost  generally  condemned,  and  his  unfitness  for  the  situation 
he*  held  generally  admitted,  even  by  the  persons  who  had  occasion  to  submit  cases  to  his 
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decision.     I  do  not  know  that  any  representation  was  made  to  his. Excellency  the  GoYernory        JAMAICA, 
although  suck  a  step  was  frequently  contemplated.  — ^ 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  number  of  lashes  inflicted  by  Major  Light  on  the 
appnmticed  pepulatioa  during  the  time  he  acted  as  special  magistrate  in  this  parish,  say 
from  November  1836  to  March  1837  ?— -4.  On  examining  the  Iwok  containing  a  record  of 
puaishments  in  the  house  of  correction,  I  find  that  from  the  28th  November  1836  to  the 
13th  March  1837,  that  the  number  of  stripes  inflicted  under  his  sentences  were  2008,  varying 
from  16  to  46  stripes,  the  more  general  number  being  30.  In  the  record  of  punishment  for 
the  week  ending  2d  January  1837,  I  find  that  there  were  no  less  than  348  stripes  inflicted. 
On  reference  to  thp  same  book^  I  find  that  the  corporal  punishments  inflicted  by  order  of 
Special  Justice  Sowley  axe  on  an  average  equal  in  number  and  severity  to  those  of  Major 
Light. 

William  Higgin,  constable  on  New  Ground  estate,  sworn. 

I  knew  Major  Light;  I  remember  bringing  six  apprentices  from  New  Ground  by  his 
directions ;  they  were  tied  two  by  two  with  ropes ;  Thomas  Anderson  and  myself  brought 
tbem  down,  and  Major  Light  followed  us  behind  with  his  servant ;  he  went  to  the  workhouse 
himself  and  saw  that  four  of  them  were  flogged  ;  the  other  two  were  put  in  the  shackles; 
I  do  not  remember  any  book-keeper  coming  down  with  him ;  Major  Light  called  to  the 
boatswain,  and  told  him,  "  You  are  not  flogging  those  people  well." 

Thomas  Anderson,  constable  on  New  Ground  estate,  sworn. 

I  remember  coming  down  with  William  Higgin,  bringing  down  six  men  to  the  workhouse, 
who  were  ordered  there  by  Major  Light,  they  were  tied  with  ropes ;  we  brought  them  dovni, 
and  Major  Light  followed  behind  all  the  way  from  New  Ground,  and  went  to  the  workhouse 
and  saw  four  of  them  catted  ;  two  were  put  in  the  stocks ;  he  threatened  the  boatswain,  and 
tokl  him  that  if  he  did  not  flog  them  properly  he  would  punish  him;  the  men  were  flogged 
severely. 

Robert  Stirling,  a  convict  in  the  house  of  correction,  sworn. 

I  have  been  in  the  workhouse  22  years  ;  in  Mr.  Drake's  time  I  have  often  seen  the  people 
flogged,  both  men  and  women ;  sometimes  they  were  flogged  on  their  backs,  at  others  on 
then:  legs ;  I  have  often  seen  the  steps  covered  with  blood,  and  I  saw  a  pregnant  woman 
named  Susan  White,  of  Dumbarton,  put  on  the  treadmill ;  I  knew  that  she  had  belly,  for 
I  had  eye  enough  to  see  that  she  was  pregnant ;  when  the  people  were  on  the  mill,  from 
the  punishment  they  received  and  the  knocking  of  their  shins  against  the  mill,  they  used  to 
cry  out  so  loud,  that  they  might  have  been  heard  a  great  distance.  On  Sundays  both  men 
and  women  were  employi^d,  some  in  caiTying  wood,  grass  and  water,  others  in  sweeping  the 
yard ;  the  hoes  and  axes  were  all  ground  on  the  sabbath ;  parson  Johnston  used  to  come  to 
i:ead  prayers  on  Sundays  ;  but  since  he  went  awav,  no  one  came  till  parson  Brown,  who  now 
comes  every  Sunday ;  1  have  seen  women  faint  after  coming  off*  the  mill,  particularly  Cecilia 
Russell,  who  was  pregnant ;  when  Mr.  Hylton  was  on  the  bay,  he  used  to  call  sometimes  in 
the  evening  as  he  was  riding  by;  but  I  never  saw  what  he  did  when  he  went  inside;  the 
drivers  were  all  selected  from  the  convicts;  I  have  heard  that  ,Mr.  Jenkins  and  James 
iThomas  had  illicit  intercourse  with  the  women  in  the  workhouse,  but  I  never  saw  it; 
I,  however,  know  that  a  fellow-servant  of  mine,  named  Polly  Brown,  had  her  face  scratched 
by  Mr.  Jenkins's  kept  mistress  because  she  was  jealous  of  her ;  I  remember  when  a  number 
of  Hiattsfield  women  came  to  the  workhouse,  I  cannot  remember  the  number;  James 
Williams,  I  believe,  came  after  them ;  he  was  in  while  they  were  there  ;  they  were  all  put  on 
the  mill  and  flogged  so  much  that  a  great  many  of  them  were  obliged  to  be  sent  to  the 
hospital ;  they  used  to  lay  down  about  the  streets  from  weakness ;  the  workhouse  is  much 
better  now  than  it  used  to  be  in  Mr.  Drake's  time  ;  there  is  no  flogging  on  the  mill  now, 
and  no  pregnant  women  put  on  it. 

Mr*  Alexander  Levi,  supervisor  of  the  house  of  correction,  sworn. 

1  to6k  charge  of  the  workhouse  on  the  18th  April  1837,  soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Drake ; 
I  still  keep  the  people  in  the  penal  gang  at  nights  in  their  chains  and  collars,  in  consequence 
of  the  insecurity  of  the  workhouse ;  when  the  people  are  put  oii  the  treadmill  now,  the  cat  is 
never  used,  nor  any  other  instrument  of  punishment ;  and  if  I  find  any  woman  sent  to  the 
treadmill  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  I  take  it  on  myself  to  relieve  her  from  it ;  it  is  my  practice 
also  to  relieve  those  women  who  have  sucking  children  by  not  working  them  to  the  extent  of 
their  sentence,  if  I  find  them  suffering,  and  the  same  care  is  taken  of  their  children  ;  when 
the  people  are  in  the  field,  I  generally  put  two  of  the  women  with  young  children  to  cook, 
and  if  there  are  more  than  two  in,  the  other  work  with  the  gang,  but  are  not  chained  two 
and  two ;  they  have  collars  on,  but  no  chains ;  and  the  people  in  the  penal  gang  twist 
handkerchiefs  round  their  collars  to  prevent  their  chafing  them  or  burning  them  when  they 
become  heated  by  the  sun  ;  since  I  took  charge  of  the  workhouse  in  April  last,  there  have 
been  but  five  corporal  punishments,  two  by  order  of  Captain  Reynolds,  a  special  magistrate, 
and  three  by  order  of  Mr.  St.  John,  another  special  magistrate ;  1  know  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  late 
under  superintendent  of  the  workhouse,  he  was  also  the  gaoler ;  he  was  dismissed  by  the 
magistiates  and  vestry  about  two  months  after  1  took  charge,  in  consequence  of  his  gross 
154.  A  A  2  neglect 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i88  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

JAMAICA.        oeglect  of  a  sick  patient  in  the  gaol^  who,  it  is  said,  died  from  his  inattention ;  he  is  a  man  of 
—  the  most  violent  character,  addicted  to  liquor,  and  was  very  partial  in  the  execution  of  his 

duty;  he  was  a  long  time  with  Mr.  Drake,  not  less  than  12  months;  I  never  allow  the 
people  to  do  work  of  any  kind  on  Sunday;  but  generally. send  them  to  the  rivers  in  the 
morning  to  bathe  themselves;  the  women  go  to  one  river  and  the  men  to  the  other;  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Brown  attends  every  Sunday  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  religious  instruction ; 
since  I  have  taken  charge  of  the  house  of  correction,  the  boatswains  have  not  been  allowed 
to  open  in  the  mornings  the  doors  of  the  room  in  which  the  women  are  confined ;  I  keep 
the  teys  myself,  in  consequence  of  the  report  that  the  boatswains,  while  they  had  the  keys  of 
the  workhouse-room  in  wnich  females  were  confined,  often  urged  them,  when  opening  the 
rooms  early  in  the  morning,  to  resort  to  them  for  improper  purposes ;  I  have  also  received 
instructions  from  Mr.  Parke,  the  custos  of  the  parish,  to  lean  always  to  the  side  of  mercy ; 
and  that  whenever  any  of  the  prisoners  in  the  house  of  correction  commit  faults,  instead  of 
punishing  them  myself,  to  carry  them  up  before  the  stipendiary  magistrate,  and  prefer 
complaints  to  him  K>r  their  improper  conduct. 

Ann  Bvrke,  a  free  woman. 

I  lived  with  Mr.  Jenkins  when  he  was  in  the  workhouse,  and  positively  deny  ever  havhag 
had  any  quarrel  with  a  woman  named  Ann  Brovm ;  I  do  not  even  know  her. 


St.  Ann's  Bay,  Saturday,  7  October  1837. 
Ann  Smith,  an  apprentice  to  Hiattsfield,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  last  year,  a  whole  gang  of  us  went ;  there  were 
a  number  of  pjcanmny  mothers  among  us ;  we  were  put  on  the  mill,  and  when  we  could 
not  keep  the  steps  and  dragged  upon  the  mill,  Mr.  Jenkms  flogged  us  on  the  feet  by  order  of 
Mr.  Drake ;  we  were  sent  in  for  five  days,  and  I  saw  a  woman  named  Betty  Williams  faint 
upon  the  mill. 

Betty  Williams,  an  apprentice  to  Hiattsfield,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  near  last  Christmas ;  several  women  who  went  in 
had  sucking  children,  Felicia  Smith,  Cornelia  Johnston,  and  Diana  Johnston ;  there  were 
several  others,  but  I  don't  remember  their  names ;  I  don't  think  there  were  any  pregnant 
women  among  them ;  when  we  were  put  on  the  mill,  and  could  not  keep  the  step,  Mr. 
Jenkins  always  flogged  us  with  a  cat  on  the  legs ;  Mr.  Drake  told  Jenkins  to  cat  us  well  if 
we  did  not  keep  the  step,  as  busha  sent  us  to  be  punished ;  one  day  while  I  was  dancing  on 
the  mill,  I  fainted  on  it  and  dropped  down,  my  nands  dropped  out  of  the  straps,  and  I  fell 
down  to  the  ground ;  I  did  not  know  any  thing  of  it  myself  until  next  morning,  when  my 
friends  told  me  that  I  had  fainted,  and  that  they  were  obliged  to  bum  pumice-stone  and  put 
to  my  nose  to  restore  me ;  it  was  in  the  evening  treadmill  punishment  tnat  I  fainted,  we  had 
come  from  the  field,  and  I  had  nothing  to  eat  the  whole  day  ;  I  had  not  teeth  to  eat  the 
boiled  com  which  they  gave  me,  and  I  bought  a  bread  when  coming  down ;  my  sister  also 
bought  a  bread';  but  Mr.  Drake  made  us  throw  the  bread  away,  and  a  man  named  Robert 
Stirling  picked  it  up,  and  took  it  for  himself;  I  came  to  from  the  fainting  fit  during  a  part 
of  the  night.  I  don  t  remember  a  boy  named  James  Williams  being  in  the  workhouse  at 
that  time ;  he  might  have  been  there,  but  I  did  not  know  him.  The  people  on  the  treadmill 
used  to  bawl  very  loud  from  the  distress  of  the  mill  and  the  beating  of  the  cat ;  they  might 
have  been  heard  at  a  ^eat  distance.  We  were  sent  to  the  workhouse  on  a  charge  of  takmg 
a  day  without  permission ;  we  were  brought  up  before  Mr.  Woolfrys,  but  he  would  not  allow 
us  to  give  any  explanation ;  the  whole  of  the  great  gang  took  the  day ;  the  men  were  catted 
on  the  estate,  ana  we  were  sent  to  the  workhouse.  The  moming  after  I  fainted  on  the  mill, 
I  was  sent  to  the  hothouse ;  no  white  doctor  saw  me,  but  the  black  doctor-man  gave  me  a 
dose  of  salts  ;  I  v^s  not  put  upon  the  mill  again  up  to  the  time  I  went  out.  One  woman, 
named  Leanty  Thomas,  was  so  mashed  up  on  the  mill  that  she  could  not  walk  home ;  they 
were  obhged  to  put  her  on  a  horse  which  her  husband  brought  for  her. 

Leanty  Thomas,  an  apprentice  to  Hiattsfield,  swom. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  from  Hiattsfield ;  I  was  sent  for  five  days  to 
dance  the  mill  twice  a  day ;  there  were  a  great  many  of  us  sent  down,  S&l  of  us ;  Isabella 
Richard  was  pregnant,  Isabella  Taylor  was  pregnant  also ;  and  Phillis  Hayden,  Sibbv 
Byfield,  Camilla  Johnston,  Diana  Johnston,  Felicia  Smith,  Eleanor  Bailey,  Maria  Richard, 
and  Louisa  Williams,  had  sucking  children  ;  when  I  went  on  the  treadmill  my  hands  were 
strapped,  and  I  could  not  keep  the  step;  the  mill  cut  my  legs  very  bad,  and  Mr.  Drake 
ordered  Mr.  Jenkins  to  cat  me ;  he  abused  me  by  calling  me  all  manner  of  indecent  names, 
and  said  to  the  boatswain,  "  Give  it  to  her  well,  cat  her  away ;"  my  handkerchief  that  was 
oft  my  head  slipped  down  over  my  head  and  covered  my  eyes ;  my  coat  was  loose  and 
it  tripped  my  foot,  and  I  could  not  keep  step  good ;  I  called  to  Mr.  Drake,  and  begged  him 
quite  nard  to  give  me  time  to  catch  up  myself,  and  my  daughter  begged  him  quite  hard,  but 
all  to  no  purpose ;  I  called  out,  ''  Massa,  1  am  dying,"  but  he  took  no  notice  of  me,  and 
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vfould  not  take  me  off  until  the  time  was  out ;  I  hung  on  the  mill,  and  it  cut  me^uite  bad.        JaAIAICA. 

One  evening  when  I  went  on  the  mill,  Emily  Smith,  my  daughter,  and  myself  went  on  with  

one  lot,  and  for  spite  sake,  Mr.  Drake  made  us  work  another  spell  with  the  next  lot,  so  that 
we  woAed  twice  that  evening  besides  our  morning  spell ;  the  day  I  came  out  I  could  not 
walk,  and  Effy  Brown  and  Sibby  Byfield  carried  me  to  a  house  in  the  bay,  and  put  me  there 
until  my  husband  brought  a  beast  down  to  take  me  home ;  when  I  got  home,  Philip  Martin, 
one  of  my  Christian  brethren,  took  me  on  his  back  and  carried  me  to  the  hothouse  yard ;  I 
told  the  busha,  Mr.  Corbett,  the  state  I  was  in,  and  showed  him  my  shins,  but  he  took  no 
notice  of  me,  and  I  lay  down  in  the  yard  until  after  busha's  breakfast  time,  when  the  doctor- 
man,  Wilh'am  Smith,  lifted  me  up  and  carried  me  into  the  hothouse ;  he  then  bled  me,  and 
next  day  gave  me  a  dose  of  salts  and  dressed  my  legs;  the  white  doctor.  Dr.  Archer, 
looked  at  my  legs  one  day  before  they  were  better,  when  busha  had  ordered  me  out  on  the 
road  to  break  stones ;  the  feet  were  running  very  bad,  and  as  Dr.  Archer  was  coming:  by. 
I  showed  them  to  him,  and  he  ordered  me  back  to  the  hothouse,  and  desired  dressing  for 
them ;  I  stopped  in  the  hothouse  till  aft^r  Christmas ;  when  I  was  in  the  workhouse,  the 
women  were  all  locked  up  together  with  chains  and  collars  all  night.  When  we  went  back 
to  Hiattsfield,  I  saw  Bella  Richards  in  the  field  crying,  and  on  asking  her  what  she  was 
<jryihg*  for,  she  said  that  the  rest  of  the  people  carried  her  name  to  her  husband,  saying: 
that  one  of  the  drivers,  Charles  Rose,  had  nad  improper  intercourse  with  her ;  I  used  myseff 
to  see  Charles  Rose  kind  to  her,  carrying  soup  and  water  to  her;  and  one  day  I  saw  her  go 
into  his  room,  but  I  can't  swear  for  what  purpose  she  went  into  his  house ;  I  have  heard  from 
several  people  that  this  girl  was  kept  in  tne  workhouse  ;  when  she  first  danced  the  mill,  she 
complained  of  her  belly,  as  she  was  pregnant,  and  she  was  sent  to  the  hothouse,  and  it  was 
then  I  saw  the  intimacy  between  her  and  Charles  Rose.  When  in  the  workhouse,  eight  of 
the  women  were  locked  up  after  being  put  on  the  treadmill ;  Bella  Richards,  Letitia  Forrest, 
Janet  Smith,  Isabella  Taylor  and  myself  were  in  the  hothouse ;  the  rest  used  to  woric  in  the 
field ;  Sibby  Byfield,  who  went  with  us  this  time,  had  a  young  child,  and  was  sent  in  about 
three  weeks  before ;  I  am  not  very  certain  of  the  time.  I  was  present  when  Betty  Williams 
fell  off  the  mill ;  she  fell  down  after  fainting ;  we  all  cried  out  and  thought  she  was  dead  ;  she 
was  taken  up  and  carried  to  the  hothouse;  one  of  our  men  from  Hiattsfield,  named  Peter 
Grant,  who  was  in  the  workhouse,  and  another  man,  carried  her  into  the  hothouse ;  I  did 
not  see  any  white  doctor  come  to  her,  as  it  was  most  dark,  and  Robert  Stirling  burnt  a  piece 
of  pumice-stone  and  put  to  her  nose ;  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Jenkins  were  both  present,  but  I  did 
not  see  them  pay  any  attention  to  her;  I  never  saw  either  of  them  come  into  the  hothouse  to 
examine  or  see  what  was  the  matter  with  her.  I  remember  the  evening  that  Betty  Williams 
had  her  bread  taken  from  her  and  tlirown  away,  by  order  of  Mr.  Drake ;  one  evening  my 
daughter  was  on  the  mill,  and  begged  for  some  water ;  a  man  named  Martin  Brown  gave 
her  some,  and  when  Mr.  Jenkins  saw  it,  he  took  the  man  and  locked  him  up. 

Bella  Richard,  an  apprentice  to  Hiattsfield,  sworn. 

I  remember  when  tfie  whole  of  the  women  were  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  I  was  put  on  the 
treadmill,  and  I  told  Mr.  Jenkins  that  I  was  pre^ant,  and  could  not  dance  the  mill ;  he  said 
he  could  not  help  it ;  I  hung  on  the  mill,  ana  IVlr.  Jenkins  took  a  cat  and  catted  me  on  the 
legs ;  the  cat  did  not  cut  my  legs,  it  swelled  them,  and  the  mill  cut  up  my  shins ;  I  was  only 
able  to  dance  twice,  and  I  veas  then  sent  into  the  hothouse ;  I  was  three  months  in  the  family 
way ;  I  also  told  Mr.  Woolfrys,  the  special  magistrate,  Aat  I  was  breeding ;  I  told  him  so 
after  be  sentenced  me  to  the  treadmill,  but  he  said  he  could  not  help  it,  that  the  sentence 
was  ptissed  already ;  my  back  gave  way  when  I  was  on  the  mill,  and  kept  on  until  after  I 
went  out  of  the  workhouse,  when  I  had  a  mischance.  When  Betty  Williams  fainted  off  the 
mill,  I  remember  she  dropped  down,  and  was  taken  to  the  hothouse,  and  the  doctor-man 

Sve  her  some  salts ;  next  morning  I  thought  that  she  was  dead ;  all  of  us  tried  to  bring  her  to. 
le  morning  Mr.  Drake  came  into  the  hospital  and  asked  if  we  did  not  intend  to  go  to  work ; 
I  pleaded  sickness,  and  he  told  us  we  were  all  worthless  people,  thf^t  we  had  plenty  of  mouth, 
but  could  not  work  the  mill ;  and  he  then  kicked  me  on  my  back,  and  kicked  another  girl, 
named  Jane  Smith;  I  heard  that  some  of  the  people  were  put  on  the  mill  twice  in  the  after- 
noon to  pay  for  those  who  were  in  the  hothouse. 

JSmily  Smithy  an  apprentice  to  Hiattsfield,  apparently  about  54  or  55  years  of  age,  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  treadmill;  I  had  a  pain  in  the  stomach  and  could  not  keep 
the  step ;  all  my  legs  were  bruised  and  cut  up  with  the  cat  by  a  black  man ;  Jenkins  used  to 
be  present,  and  ordered  the  man  to  cat  me.  I  saw  Betty  Williams  when  she  fell  off  the  mill, 
she  was  quite  ill,  I  thought  she  was  dead. 

William  Clarke,  a  constable  on  Hiattsfield,  sworn. 

I  remember  bringing  21  women  down  from  Hiattsfield  to  the  workhouse;  there  was  a 
roan  in  the  workhouse  at  the  same  time  belonging  to  Hiattsfield,  named  Peter  Grant ;  the 
women  were  sent  in  for  taking  a  day  without  busha's  orders.  I  remember  when  Leanty 
Thomas  came  from  the  workhouse ;  she  could  not  walk,  and  was  brought  hosne  by  her 
husband  on  a  horse ;  I  saw  her  legs,  and  they  were  both  much  cut  up. 
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JAMAICA,  Rebtoca  Smith,  a  prisoner  in  the  house  of  correction,  from  Tobolski  estate,  sworn. 

^""^  I  was  in  the  workhouse  in  Mr.  Drake's  time ;  I  have  often  seen  Mr.  James  Hylton^  then 

deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  come  to  the  workhouse  and  desire  Mr.  Jenkins  to  take  the 
weights  off  by  which  the  mill  was  guided,  so  as  to  make  it  go  round  quick,  and  when  the 
weights  were  taken  off,  the  mill  got  away  and  we  hung  by  the  straps,  and  then  he  would  tell 
Mr.  Jenkins  to  flos^  us  till  we  eot  the  step ;  sometimes  also  he  would  come  in  the  evening, 
and  st>p  in  the  mill-house,  and  send  to  Mr.  Jenkins  to  tell  him  to  bring  the  people  out  that 
he  might  see  them  worked  on  the  mill ;  Mr.  Jenkins  then  called  out  to  Martin  Brown  to 
bring  us  out ;  this  was  at  our  regular  time  of  punishment.  Sometimes  he  would  come  with 
his  lady  in  his  chaise,  and  leave  her  in  the  chaise  while  he  went  into  the  mill^house  to  see  us 
dance  on  the  mill;  where  he  left  Mrs.  Hylton  with  the  chaise,  she  could  not  help  seeing  us 
wliile  we  were  undergoing  the  punishment.  The  tirst  time  I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  I 
did  not  know  how  to  keep  step,  and  I  had  on  a  baize  coat,  and  the  man  who  flogged  me, 
named  Henry  Jones,  cut  my  baize  coat  completely  off;  sometimes  when  Mr.  H)rlton  came 
into  the  workhouse  he  was  quite  drunk ;  this  was  in  the  afternoon ;  I  never  saw  mm  use  the 
whip  himself,  nor  never  heard  that  he  did  it ;  I  was  once  flogged  with  a  bamboo  by  a  man^ 
named  Robert  Laing,  who  first  of  all  chained  two  other  women  and  myself  together ;  he 
put  two  heavy  chains  on  me,  as  I  wa^  the  middle  woman,  and  I  then  had  a  young  sucking 
child  in  my  arms ;  he  first  hit  me  across  the  stomach  with  a  bamboo,  and  afterwards  on  the 
back ;  the  bamboo  cut  my  back,  and  the  mark  is  still  on  it.  When  Mr.  Jenkins  came  up, 
he  quarrelled  with  Robert  Laing,  and  told  him  that  if  1  was  a  bad  woman,  [  mi^ht  prosecute 
him  when  I  went  out ;  we  always  slept  with  either  the  chain  or  collar  on  at  mghts.  I  have 
often  heard  that  the  drivers,  James  Thomas  and  James  Bolt,  used  to  have  improper  inti- 
macies with  the  women,  but  I  never  saw  it ;  a  woman  named  Jane  Gordon  was  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  women  who  James  Bolt  had  an  improper  intimacy  with. 

Jane  Gordon,  a  prisoner  in  the  house  of  correction,  from  Home  Castle,  sworn. 

I  was  in  the  workhouse  before  this  time,  in  Mr.  Drake's  time ;  James  Thomas  used  to 
open  the  door  in  the  morning ;  he  called  me  to  his  room  and  asked  me  to  have  an 
improper  intimacy  with  him ;  I  consented  from  fear,  for  he  had  asked  me  once  before, 
ana  wnen  I  refused  to  go  to  him,  he  beat  me  near  the  river  and  knocked  me  into  it 

The  Reverend  John  WtUiams,  Wesleyan  missionary,  sworn. 

I  have  been  a  resident  here  one  year  and  eleven  months ;  I  have  not  had  my  oppor- 
tunity whatever  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  discipline  of  the  workhouse.  I  have  at 
times  visited  the  sick  in  the  hospital,  but  never  had  any  time  to  take  particular  notice  of 
the  discipline  of  the  establishment,  so  as  to  compare  it  with  others.  With  regard  to  the 
working  of  the  abolition  law,  a  respectable  man,  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Hull,  by  the  name 
of  Jones,  informed,  me,  that  he  had  been  frequently  disturbed  in  his,  family  worship  by  the 
kte  Mr.  Hull,  the  owner  of  the  property  to  which  he  was  attached;  Mr.  Hull  freauei^tly 
threatened  him,  if  he  continued  to  hold  family  worship,  to  pull  his  place  down,  i  often 
inquired  whether  he  disturbed  his  master,  and  the  information  afforded  me  was,  that  he 
was  so  near  that  his  master  could  hear  him  singing  psalms,  but  at  the  same  time  several 
of  the  other  apprentices  who  would  sing  songs  were  not  complained  against  as  disturbers. 
I  have  frequently  inquired  whether  any  thing  like  a  public  meeting  was  held,  but  I  have 
been  assured  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  strange  persons,  the  meeting  was 
entirely  confined  to  the  family.  Jones  was  employed  in  family  worship  on  a  S^bath 
morning  with  only  one  strange  person  present  on  this  occasion,  when  he  was  summoned 
to  the  master's  house  to  give  an  account  for  the  preaching,  as  it  was  termed ;  he  denied 
preachin^y  but  admitted  the  family  worship,  pointing  out  to  his  master  the  verse  of  the 
nymn  which  he  had  been  singing  ;  his  master  construed  his  denial  into  insolence,  and 
brought  him  up  before  Mr.  Sowley,  special  magistrate,  who  sentenced  him  to  be  flogged. 
Mrs.  Williams,  who  saw  him  subsequently,  stated  to  me  that  his  back  was  much  lacerated 
by  the  flogging ;  and  he  himself  informed  me  that  it  was  the  first  punishment  of  the  kind 
be  had  received ;  he  was  apparently  about  50  years  of  age  at  that  time.    Jones  subse- 

auendy  mentioned  to  me  that  at  the  time  of  his  trial  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Sowley,  desired 
ie  constable  to  look  out  for  those  people  who  were  praying  and  bring  them  to  him; 
this  is  the  only  case  of  abuse  which  has  come  under  my  consideration.  I  have  always 
instructed  persons  who  were  attached  to  my  ministry  that  they  are  quite  justified  in  holding 
family  and  social  worship,  but  that  they  are  to  avoid  by  all  possible  means  disturbing  their 
employers,  and  not  to  allow  these  meetings  to  exceed  the  number  of  20.  A  representation  of 
this  circumstance  was  made  to  the  Governor,  and  the  magistrate  was  subsequently  dismissed. 

Robert  Laing,  alias  Lyne,  formerly  a  convict  in  the  house  of  correction,  examined, 
but  not  sworn,  as  he  did  not  appear  to  have  the  knowledge  of  an  oath. 

I  was  driver  last  year  in  the  workhouse ;  I  know  James  Thomas,  he  was  the  head  driver ; 
I  knew  a  woman  named  Sally,  belonging  to  Mr.  Cohen  of  Coolshade,  she  was  not  an  old 
woman ;  I  remember  her  being  chained  to  Mary  Murray ;  I  remember  the  day  we  were 
cutting  penguins  at  Banks's  negro-houses ;  we  were  cutting  them  to  plant  at  Springfield 
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lime  walk;  Sally  could  not  keep  up  that  day  in  her  work;  Mary  Murray  was  a  young        JAMAICA. 

girl ;  we  were  working  there  several  days,  and  i-ain  used  to  catch  us  sometimes ;  some  days  —— 

it  rained,  and  on  other  days  it  did  not.    James  Thomas  was  shoving  on  as  fast  as  he 

could,  to    make  the  people  finish  the  work;    Mary  Murray  could  always  do  her  work 

better  than  Sally ;  I  never  saw  James  Thomas  cat  Sally ;  but  Mr.  Drake,  the  supervisor, 

stood  near  me  one  day  and  made  me  give  her  two  licks  with  a  Guava  switch  ;  I  never 

saw  the  driver  flog  any  body  except  her ;  I  don't  know  a  boy  named  James  Williams. 

Mr.  Richard  Jenhins,  formerly  overseer  in  the  house  of  correction,  sworn. 

I  remember  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Peggy  who  belonged  to  Newhope,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Codner ;  she  came  to  the  workhouse  in  a  debilitated  state ;  one  of  her  feet  was 
swelled  with  crab  yaws,  and  she  used  to  complain  of  pains  in  her  stomach,  the  effect  ot 
eating  dirt;  I  have  myself  caught  her  eating  fire-coal ;  she  was  never  worked  on  the  tread- 
mill, for  she  was  unfit  to  be  put  on,  and  Mr.  Drake  would  not  place  her  on  it;  she  died  in 
the  workhouse,  having  been  previously  attended  by  the  doctor,  and  an  inquest  was  held  on 
the  body.  I  remember  the  man  alluded  to  in  the  letter  marked  H.,  named  M*Dermott, 
he  was  committed  to  the  workhouse  for  running  away  from  his  master,  Mr.  Gyles ; 
Mr.  Drake  showed  me  the  letter  when  he  received  it. 

(Copy.) 
Dear  Sir,  Recess,  26  Sept  1836. 

I  thank  jrou  Tor  your  favour  per  post ;  Messrs.  Harris  and  Pallmer  has  made  my 
people,  and  in  feet  the  whole  of  the  Walk's  apprentices,  so  rebellious,  that  1  dread  any 
addition,  particularly  upon  my  property,  may  produce  a  flame,  therefore  I  shall  leave 
Mr.  M'Dermott  to  your  tender  mercies ;  he  has  done  not  more  than  one  week  forme  this 
year ;  he  is  a  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Harris. 

I  remain,  &c. 
S.  Drake,  Esq.,  St.  Ann's  Bay.  N,  Gyles. 

My  impression  was  that  as  the  people  in  the  workhouse  were  then  worked  pretty  strong, 
that  Mr.  Gvles  meant  he  should  be  well  worked  ;  he  was  never  whipped  nor  placed  on  the 
treadmill,  but  was  worked  in  the  gang  at  hard  labour  in  the  field;  he  fell  sick  and 
died  in  the  workhouse.  I  remember  a  woman  named  "  Sally,"  of  Coolshade ;  I  never 
saw  her  come  in  with  any  marks  on  her  as  if  beaten  in  the  field ;  when  the  gang  were 
working  at  Banks's  negro-houses,  she  complained  to  me  that  the  driver  was  more  severe 
with  her  than  with  any  body  else,  and  I  told  her  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  field-work^  as 
Mr.  Drake  was  always  present  there  himself;  when  she  was  on  the  treadmill  she  could 
not  keep  step  and  was  flogged  by  the  boatswain,  under  orders  of  Mr.  Drake,  who  told 
him  that  whenever  the  people  could  not  keep  step  he  must  touch  them  up  a  bit.  This  was  fre- 
quently done  by  directions  of  Mr.  Drake;  the  light  cat-o'-nine-tails,  knotted,  was  generally 
used  for  the  purpose  of  touching  them  up ;  whenever  the  people  would  not  keep  the  step  while 
the  mill  was  going  on  at  a  slow  ipovement,  Mr.  Drake  would  order  it  to  be  propelled  at 
a  quicker  rate,  so  that  it  might  bruise  their  legs  a  bit,  by  way  of  punishment.  I  know 
Mr.  James  Hylton,  he  used  to  call  at  the  workhouse  during  the  time  of  treadmill  punish* 
ment,  but  I  do  not  remember  his  being  there  drunk,  nor  do  I  remember  his  throwing 
the  weisrhts  off  the  lever  himself ;  he  used  to  call  sometimes  twice  a  week  with  Mrs.  Hylton 
in  the  chaise;  he  was  one  evening  in  the  mill-house,  and  Mrs.  Hylton  called  out  to  him, 
saying,  "  Come,  let  us  go ;"  he  once  directed  the  mill  to  be  put  to  a  greater  speed,  and 
it  was  done  so  agreeably  to  his  orders ;  I  never  saw  him  take  the  cat  and  flog  any  body 
himself;  I  remember  having  worked  persons  six  times  a  day,  at  16  minutes  each  time,  by 
sentence  of  Special  Justice  Burford  or  Bedford  ;  there  were  several  instances  of  this  sort. 
The  men  in  the  workhouse  were  employed  on  Sundays  in  getting  wood  and  grass,  and 
the  women  in  cleaning  out  the  yard  and  carrying  water ;  when  they  came  off  the  mill 
they  were  always  allowed  to  go  to  the  sea-side  and  wash  their  feet ;  I  often  heard  com- 
plaints that  the  head  field -driver,  James  Thomas,  had  frequently  had  illicit  intercourse  with 
the  women  in  the  field  ;  there  were  several  instances  of  this  sort,  and  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  it ;  I  also  imderstood  from  Mr.  Drake  himself  that  the  boatswains  in  the 
yard  were  also  engaged  in  the  same  illicit  intercourse  vrith  the  women.  When  women  com- 
plained of  being  pregnant,  unless  the  doctor  declared  them  so,  if  the  sentence  directed 
them  to  be  put  on  the  mill,  they  were  placed  on  it ;  women  with  young  children  were  also 
placed  on  the  mill ;  I  do  not  recollect  Mr.  Drake's  putting  the  Hiattsfield  people  twice  on  the 
mill  in  one  evening  to  pay  for  those  who  were  in  the  hothouse.  The  system  pursued  in 
the  workhouse  during  the  time  of  Mr.  Drake's  administration  was  certainly  a  harsh  one ; 
there  is  one  very  dark  room  used  as  a  dungeon,  with  no  ventilation  whatever,  unless  when 
the  door  is  kept  half  open  during  the  day  ;  the  same  is  used  for  condemned  people  when 
sentenced  to  be  hung ;  this  room  \^as  sometimes  used  as  a  place  of  solitary  confinement, 
and  is  closed  at  night,  it  is  in  the  gaol  department,  and  is  sometimes  used  for  workhouse 
punishment.  I  remember  the  fact  of  a  woman  having  been  confined  there  at  the  time  of 
Mr.  Sturffc's  visit  to  the  workhouse ;  she  was  confined  there  for  seven  days  and  nights. 
During  the  time  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fitter  was  here,  he  constantly  visited  the  workhouse 
establishment,  but  since  his  departure  no  other  minister  in  my  time  came  there.  It  was  not 
common  for  the  visiting  magistrates  to  come  to  the  workhouse  and  inspect  the  working  of 
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JAMAICA.       *^^  treadmill ;  they  visited  the  workhouse.     I  do  not  remember  any  other  magistrate  but 
...^     *        Mr.  Hylton  and  Dr.  RuflSngton  visiting  the  house  of  correction  and  personally  obtaining 
knowledge  as  to  the  working  of  the  mill  at  the  time  when  the  people  used  to  be  so  dreadfully 
bruised. 

Dr.  Barnett,  who  was  present  when  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness  was  read  to  him, 
stated  on  oath,  that  he  was  in  attendance  on  from  40  to  60  properties  in  the  parish ;  tJiat 
he  has  never  in  one  instance  seen  in  his  practice  on  those  estates  any  injury  to  the  feet  of 
the  parties  put  on  the  treadmill,  although  he  has  heajrd  of  one  or  two  cases,  but  is  not 
aware  of  the  parties.  With  regard  to  the  illicit  intercourse  stated  by  Richard  Jenkins  to 
have  been  carried  on  between  James  Thomas  and  the  women  confined  in  the  workhouse 
from  time  to  time,  Dr.  Barnett  observed,  that  it  is  the  current  report  that  he,  Richard 
Jenkins,  himself  set  the  improper  example.  Dr.  Barnett  could  give  no  information  as  to  the 
discipline  of  the  house  of  correction,  as  he  has  but  few  opportunities  of  visiting  that  esta- 
blishment, in  consequence  of  the  distance  of  his  residence. 

Richard  Heming,  esq.,  magistrate  of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann,  sworn. 

I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  workhouse  frequently  during  the  last  four  or  five 
years, and  more  constantlv  since  1832.  I  have  seen  the  treadmill  at  work;  I  have  seen 
the  people,  when  taken  oft*  during  the  supervisorship  of  Mr.  Drake,  and  never  saw  but  one 
case  where  the  shins  of  the  party  were  materially  injured  ;  I  have  heard  that  others  were 
injured ;  I  have  always  considered  the  wheel  faulty  for  this  reason,  the  quickening  or  lessen* 
ing  its  speed  was  entirely  at  the  pleasure  of  the  individual  who  regulates  the  lever,  and  he 
can  therefore  either  favour  those  towards  whom  he  is  friendly  disposed,  or  injure  others 
against  whom  he  entertains  any  ill-will.  I  recommended  Mr.  Drake  to  have  the  wheel  regu- 
lated by  weight ;  if  this  has  not  been  done,  the  fault  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  thmg 
else  but  the  disobeyance  of  those  orders.  Mr.  Drake  often  assured  me  that  the  reason 
why  the  knees  of  some  of  the  persons  were  bruised  is  their  determination  of  not  treading. 
One  instance  of  this  determination  not  to  tread  I  saw  myself;  the  man,  however,  was  not 
bruised,  he  was  taken  down  immediately,  to  be  put  on  again  when  a  weaker  gang  was  on 
this  I  beUeve  to  have  been  Mr.  Drake's  general  conduct.  I  have  seen  James  Thomas 
threaten  people  on  the  mill  with  the  cat,  but  I  never  saw  him  use  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  do 
them  any  injury  by  an  infliction  of  punishment. 

James  ITwrnm^  formerly  a  field-driver  in  the  house  of  correction,  sworn. 

I  remember  a  woman  named  "  Sally,"  at  Coolshade ;  she  was  not  able  to  keep  up  with 
the  rest  of  the  gang,  and  when  she  complained  to  me  that  she  could  not  walk,  I  always  made 
her  lie  down  in  the  cart  and  carried  her  into  the  field,  and  when  she  could  not  keep  up  her 
work,  I  made  her  lie  down  under  the  cart  in  the  shade ;  she  was  quite  sick.  One  jnorning 
when  working  at  Banks's  negro-houses,  she  was  chained  to  Mary  Murray,  and  I  loosed  her 
and  told  her  to  go  and  lie  down  until  she  got  better.  She  did  not  work  that  day,  but  went 
home  to  the  house  of  correction  in  the  evening ;  the  next  day  she  turned  Out  in  the  field  and 
did  her  work.  I  never  carried  a  cat  in  the  field.  Mr.  Drake  told  me  not  to  do  so ;  I  carried 
Guava  switches.  Mary  Murray  was  a  young  active  girl,  but  Sally  was  not  active.  I  never 
saw  any  driver  in  the  field  having  improper  intimacy  with  the  women  myself;  but  when  the 
women  were  mashed  up  on  the  treadmill  and  came  m  the  field,  I  used  to  have  consideration 
for  them  ;  I  have  heard  that  when  they  missed  thie  step,  they  kept  on  licking  them  to  make 
them  keep  up ;  I  have  often  been  to  see  the  mill  working  in  the  evening,  when  I  have  re- 
turned from  work ;  and  the  overseer,  Mr.  Jenkins,  would  not  allow  me  to  stop,  but  would  drive 
me  away  ;  sometimes,  however,  Mr.  Jenkins  would  call  me  himself,  and  beg  me  to  flog  the 
people;  some  of  them  would  not  dance  at  all,  and  then  they  hung;  I  never  saw  the  women's 
clothes  tied  up  beyond  their  knees.  Mr.  Jenkins  gave  orders  to  be  very  particular  in  not 
tyin^  the  clotnea  up  in  an  indecent  manner.  The  field  people  were  sometimes  given  a  auart 
of  flour,  and  sometimes  a  quart  of  corn  for  their  food,  with  a  shad  between  two.  I  nave 
seen  Mr.  Parke,  Mr.  Lemon,  Mr.  Heming  and  Mr.  Hylton  come  to  see  the  treadmill  work 
in  Mr.  Drake's  time;  when  they  came,  the  mill  was  always  worked  slower  than  at  other 
times,-  and  the  peoplie  were  never  flojjged.  People  could  not  see  the  wounds  on  the  shins  of 
the  persons  who  were  bmised,  as  they  used  to  wash  their  knees  in  the  sea,  and  wear  their 
clothes  down,  but  they  used  to  walk  lame.  Mr.  Hylton  used  to  come  to  the  workhouse, 
and  always  told  them  not  to  make  the  mill  go  round  fast ;  one  evening  Mr.  Hylton  was 
there,  and  a  woman  did  not  know  how  to  dance,  she  hung  on  the  mill,  and  the  mill  stopped ; 
but  Mr.  Hylton  would  not  allow  it  to  stop,  the  mill  went  on,  and  the  woman  bawled  out ; 
I  then  went  away ;  when  people  were  hanging,  generally  the  mill  was  stopped  to  allow  them 
to  get  on;  it  was  only  in  the  evening  that  Mr.  Hylton  was  there  that  the  woman  hung 
and  the  mill  was  not  stopped;  it  went  on,  and  Mr.  nylton  said  he  must  lick  her  to  make  her 
get  on. 

Mr.  Heming  recalled. 

I  never  had  occasion  to  bring  but  one  case  before  Major  Light  myself;  Lshould  say  that 
he  partook  rather  too  freely  of  the  bottle ;  but  whenever  I  saw  him,  it  was  just  business 
^      hours ;  I  never  saw  much  of  him,  as  I  am  not  much  in  Major  Light's  district. 
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Israel  Lemon,  esq.,  magistrate  of  St.  Ann's,  and  president  of  the  house  of  correction,  sworn. 

I  was  present  once  or  twice  during  supervisorship  of  Mr.  Drake,  when  the  people  were  on 
the  mill ;  I  did  not  stop  until  they  were  finished ;  the  people  were  stubborn  and  hung ;  and 
the  drivers  touched  them  occasionally  to  make  them  keep  the  step ;  I  did  not  see  any 
cruelty  practised.  When  they  hung,  1  gave  directions  that  the  mill  should  be  stopped,  and 
Mr.  Drake  immediately  compHed,  and  fhave  ever  known  him  to  take  them  off.  It  has 
never  occurred  in  my  presence  that  lame  persons  or  pregnant  women,  or  any  debiUtated 
person,  has  been  put  on  the  mill ;  had  I  observed  any  thing  of  this  kind,  I  should  have  thought 
it  my  duty  as  a  magistrate  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  I  think  that  the  treadmill  might  be  altered, 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gordon,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  a  more  fit  and 
pro|)er  instrumeilt  of  punishment.  I  did  not  think  that  Mr.  Drake's  conduct  was  harsh, 
1  diink  he  was  rather  indulgent  to  the  negroes ;  the  convicts  were  so  indulged  by  him  that 
they  will  now  scarcely  do  any  thing ;  they  did  not  receive  any  greater  proportion  of  food 
than  the  apprentices,  but  they  had  several  indulgences ;  many  of  them  were  drivers,  and 
consequently  received  more  than  the  others.  I  never  heard  any  confirmatory  accounts  of 
cruelty  on  the  part  of  Jenkins,  the  late  overseer,  but  I  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  his 
discharge,  in  consequence  of  inattention  to  his  general  duties,  and  neglect  of  a  woman  named 
Ann  Coombs,  a  prisoner,  who  died  in  gaol.  In  one  particular  instance  he  employed 
a  prisoner  (who  had  been  committed  for  trial  for  assaulting  an  immigrant)  in  carrying  things 
to  a  booth  which  he  erected  on  the  race-course  ;  the  man  made  his  escape,  and  has  never 
been  taken.  I  was  acquainted  with  Major  Light,  he  was  so  addicted  to  hquor  as  to  make 
him  perfectly  incompetent  to  hold  so  responsible  a  situation  as  that  of  a  special  magistrate  ; 
tiiis  was  a  fact  generally  known  and  admitted  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  any  remonstrance 
was  ever  made  against  him  to  the  executive.  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  employ  convicts 
as  drivers,  but  we  cannot  get  persons  to  take  these  situations ;  it  is,  however,  my  intention 
to  advertise  for  competent  persons. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Messrs.  Gordon  and  Daughtrey,  Mr.  Lemon  said  he  would  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  recommend  the  doing  away  with  the  chains  and  collars  being  placed 
on  the  people  in  the  workhouse  at  night. 

Martin  Broum,  late  a  convict  in  the  St.  Ann's  Bay  house  of  correction,  sworn. 

I  was  a  boatswain  attending  the  treadmill ;  I  remember  when  Betty  Williams  was  in  the 
workhouse ;  she  came  with  several  other  women  from  Hiattsfield,  they  were  ordered  to  be 
put  on  the  treadmill ;  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  overseer,  wanted  to  work  the  mill,  and  I  said.  No,  it 
IS  my  duty  to  do  it ;  he  insisted  on  working  i^  and  I  got  hurted  and  left  the  mill  to  him ; 
he  then  took  off  all  the  weights,  and  the  mill  turned  round  as  hard  as  it  could  go ;  the  people 
then  all  hung  on,  and  the  wheel  coming  in  contact  with  their  shins,  cut  them  to  pieces. 

The  same  evening  a  girl  from  Hiattsfield,  named  Effy  Brown,  begged  me  to  give  her  a 
drink  of  water ;  she  had  not  yet  been  put  on  the  mill ;  I  brought  it,  and  Mr.  Jenkins  quarrelled 
with  me  for  doing  it ;  and  as  we  got  to  words,  he  fell  upon  me  and  tore  my  shirt  to  pieces  ; 
we  both  of  us  went  to  Mr.  Dmke,  and  when  Jenkins  told  him  what  was  the  matter, 
Mr.  Drake  told  him  to  carry  me  down  to  the  workhouse,  and  he  would  come  and  see  about 
it;  when  he  came,  he  ordered  Mr,  Jenkins  to  put  me  in  the  dark  cell  under  the  gaoler's 
room,  where  they  put  people  who  are  condemned  to  be  hung ;  the  place  is  very  dark,  and  no 
air  can  get  in  at  all ;  I  was  kept  there  for  seven  days,  and  never  brought  before  a  magistrate ; 
there  is  no  seeing  at  all  in  the  cell  when  the  door  is  closed.  The  girl,  Effy  Brown,  is  a  young 
girl ;  the  reason  I  was  kind  to  her  is  because  it  is  my  nature  to  be  kind ;  I  never  had  any 
improper  intercourse  with  any  of  the  women  myself,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Jenkins  or 
any  01  the  drivers  doing  so ;  when  the  people  were  on  the  mill  and  could  not  keep  step^ 
Mr.  Drake  desired  Jenkins  to  cat  them,  and  as  I  was  keeping  the  mill,*  I  received  orders 
irom  Mr.  Jenkins  to  cat  them ;  I  used  to  cat  them  therefore  under  these  orders,  and  some- 
times they  were  flogged  very  severely,  and  their  shins  were  much  bruised ;  I  remember  well 
that  two  women  irom  Draxhall  could  not  walk  after  being  put  on  the  mill,  and  that 
Mr.  Drake  put  them  in  a  cart  belonging  to  Roaring  River,  and  sent  them  home.  I  often 
saw  Mr.  Hylton  come  to  the  workhouse  in  the  evening  when  the  people  were  on  the  mill ; 
he  would  drive  near  the  door  of  the  treadmill-house,  and  complam  that  the  mill  was  not 
going  fast  enough ;  whenever  he  came  down  he  told  Mr.  Jenkins  that  the  mill  was  not  going 
fast  enough,  ana  gave  orders  to  make  it  go  faster ;  he  ordered  me  to  take  the  weights  off 
more  than  six  times,  and  then  the  mill  went  so  fast  that  the  people  could  not  keep  step,  and 
he  ordered  the  people  to  be  flogged  as  they  hung  by  the  wrists  ;  he  would  sometimes  drive 
there  with  Mrs.  Hylton  in  the  evening,  and  as  the  chaise  stopped  opposite  the  door  of  the 
treadmill-house,  Mrs.  Hylton  would  look  in  to  see  the  people  on  the  mill,  and  hear  the  noise 
which  they  made,  as  they  were  obliged  to  cry  out  loud  from  the  pain ;  they  were  sometimes 
raked  all  down  the  thighs  and  legs ;  sometimes  Mrs.  Hylton  would  send  in  to  call  him  out ; 
he  used  frequently  to  desire  Mr.  Jenkins  to  flog  the  people,  as  he  said  they  were  sent  in  to 
be  punished  by  their  masters,  and  they  should  be  punished ;  I  never  saw  him  take  the  cat 
and  flog  the  people  himself. 

Edward  Jones,  an  apprentice  to  Chester  plantation,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Hull,  sworn. 

I  am  an  apprentice  to  Mrs.  Hull.'    One  Sunday  morning,  at  sun-rise,  I  thought  it  my 

^duty  to  give  thanks  to  God  by  prayer  and  hymn  in  the  morning;  my  wife  and  my  five 
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JAMAICA.  children,  and  a  woman  who  is  a  sister  member,  were  the  only  persons  present ;  after  we  had 
jfinished  singing,  my  master  sent  down  the  constable, Thomas  Wilson,  to  see  who  was  there; 
when  Wilson  came  down,  he  said  for  what  he  was  sent,  and  I  showed  him  the  people; 
a  little  after  he  called  me  up  to  master's  house ;  master  then  told  me,  '^  I  have  spoken  to  you 
about  your  preaching ;"  I  replied  I  was  not  preaching,  I  was  merely  praying  witn  my  fiumly ; 
I  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  preaclier ;  he  then  told  me  he  had  oft^n  spoken  to  me  about  this 
praying,  and  on  Monday  he  would  take  me  to  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Sowley,  to  give  aa 
account  of  myself.  He  charged  me  with  holding  meetings  all  about,  and  I  told  him  No, 
that  it  was  only  in  my  house  with  my  Cetmily,  and  that  on  Tuesday  evenings  I  would  have 
a  few  of  my  ftiends  and  neighbours,  not  exceeding  eight  or  nine ;  we  had  nothing  but  prayer 
and  hynm ;  he  told  me  that  my  singing  on  the  Sunday  mornings  disturbed  him,  and  charged 
me  with  sinking  at  nights ;  I  replied  I  never  sung  the  hymns  until  after  the  rising  of  the  sun 
in  the  morning,  and  that  some  of  the  people  sung  songs  at  nights  from  Friday  to  Sunday, 
and  I  asked  him  if  that  did  not  disturb  him  ;  he  said  no,  and  that  I  was  impudent.  On  the 
Monday  morning  I  was  brought  before  the  magistrate  under  charge  of  disturbing  master  by 
singing,  and  also  for  impudence ;  I  explained  my  case  to  the  ma^strate,  who  said  that  my 
master  could  not  hinder  me  from  praying,  but  that  he  would  punish  me  for  insolence ;  he 
then  ordered  me  to  be  catted ;  I  received  20  lashes ;  I  never  was  flogged  but  then,  since  the 
apprenticeship ;  I  have  continued  to  hold  my  meetings  since  then  to  the  present  day,  as  I  con- 
aider  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

Thomas  Wilson^  constable  to  Chester  plantation,  sworn. 

I  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Edward  Jones,  and  I  swear  that  it  is  all  true ;  the  affitir  took 
place  exactly  as  he  described  it ;  1  used  to  attend  some  of  the  meetings  myself;  there  was  no- 
disturbance  whatever ;  they  used  to  be  over  between  eight  and  nine  o  clock  at  night. 

On  an  inspection  of  the  magistrates'  visiting  books  by  the  commissioners,  no  stictures 
appear  respecting  the  workhouse  or  treadmill ;  there  are  several  notices  of  the  insecurity  of 
tne  gaol;  but  the  more  common  record  is  "all  correct;"  with  reference  to  the  gaol,  the  followiiig> 
memorandum  occurs,  under  date  December  8th,  1835,  and  there  are  others  to  the  same 
effect : 

"  Visited ;  no  gaoler  present;  prisoners  all  at  large;  no  external  fences  to  the  gaol  yard,  and 
no  preparations  made  to  carry  into  effect  the  repeated  reports  of  committees,  uiat  the  gaol  is 
insecure,  and  unfit  for  the  reception  of  prisoners,  as  tne  late  frequent  escapes  too  plainly 
evince  the  gaol  is  totally  insecure,  unless  the  prisoners  are  put  in  irons,  and  I  hereby  enter 
my  protest  against  the  magistrates  and  vestry  for  their  supineness. 

(signed)        IL  K  J.  Heming.'' 

Examination  on  oath  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Browne  oflSiciating  minister  at  the  EstabUshed 
Church,  in  the  absence  of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  Bridges,  rector  of  St.  Ann's. 

Question.  What  is  the  particular  situation  you  occupy  in  this  parish  ? — Answer.  I  am 
the  substitute  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bridges,  the  rector,  during  his  absence  from  the  colony. 

Q.  When  did  you  enter  upon  these  duties? — A.  On  the  2d  July  in  the  present  year. 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  occasionally  visiting  the  workhouse  and  ffaol  ? — A.  I  do  so 
statedly  on  Sunday  mornings,  before  the  commencement  of  the  public  duties  of  the  day. 

Q.  What  religious  service  do  you  perform  there?— A.  I  read  a  portion  of  the  prayers, 
selecting  such  as  appear  best  adapted  to  the  capacities  and  condition  of  the  prisoners ;  after 
which  I  address  them  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  I  can. 

Q.  With  your  other  important  engagements,  are  you  able  to  give  such  attention  to  the 
unhappy  inmates  of  these  institutions  as  their  ignorance  and  moral  degradation  obviously 
call  for  ? — A.  I  must  say  that  at  present  I  cannot,  but  I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  pay  them 
some  attention  on  week  days,  as  well  as  the  Sabbath. 

Q.  Can  you  suggest  any  readj^  means  of  better  supplying  the  religious  wants  of  these 
institutions? — A.  If  I  had  the  assistance  of  a  licensed  catechist,  a  man  of  the  right  spirit,  I 
think  the  attention  he  could  give  might  be  extremely  useful. 

Q.  Would  not  the  visits  of  a  suitable  teacher  on  Sundays,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
such  of  the  prisoners  as  are  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantage  of  a  reading 
school,  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  more  decent  observance  of  the  day  among  the  pri- 
soners, and  probably  their  moral  amendment?— il.  Certainly  ;  some  plan  of  that  sort  would 
be  most  desirable,  and  I  should  consider  that  a  catechist,  if  he  were  a  religious  man,  would 
be  a  fit  person  to  undertake  it. 

Note  of  corporal  punishment  inflicted  at  the  St.  Ann's  workhouse  under  sentences  of 
Major  Light,  from  the  28th  November  1836  to  the  13rh  March  1837. 

From  Richmond  estate        -----..  lashes  20 

„     Greenwich  park  pen  -------„       40 

„     Seville  estate     -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -,,134 

„^    Draxhall  estate  "        "        -        "        -        -        -      w     477 

„     Wakefield  estate        -------^^88 

,;     Priory  pen „12 
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From  Blenheim  estate  (the  residence  of  Major  Light)     -  laishes  503  JAMAICA- 

-„  Windsor  estate  --••-"-»     H^  • 

„  Arthur's  Mount  (pen)         ------„       84 

„  New  Ground  estate   -------„       94 

„  Mammee-bay  estate  --        -        -        -        -        -„30 

„  Bogg  pen  .        .        - „      39 

„  Cranbrook  estate       -------„      30 

It  however  appeared  that  other  corporal  punishments  (on  reference  to  the  committal  book) 
added  to  the  above,  made  a  ^oss  amount  of  2,008  stripes  inflicted  in  the  workhouse  during 
the  administration  of  Major  Light,  irrespective  of  others  to  which  the  apprentices  may  have 
been  sentenced  on  the  properties. 

The  commissioners  on  inquiry  found  that  on  Llandovery  estate,  the  largest  property  in  the 
district,  the  interposition  of  Major  Light  appeared  not  to  have  been  called  for. 

(Examined — true  copy)        S.  R.  Warren,  Sec. 


Court  of  Inquiry,  Brown's  Town,  Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 

Additional  evidence  taken  in  the  case  of  John  James  of  Owen  plantation. 

John  Wallace,  an  apprentice  to  Owen,  sworn. 

Knows  John  James ;  remembers  seeing  him  with  a  collar  and  chain  on  some  time  ago,  put 
<N&  by  the  overseer ;  they  were  put  on  because  he  ran  away ;  the  chain  was  wrapt  round  nis 
body  and  covered  with  his  shirt,  so  that  any  body  passing  by  could  not  see  it ;  he  had  them 
en  K>r  a  fortnight 

Remembers  the  collar  being  put  oa  Monday,  last  week,  by  the  overseer ;  he  was  also 
switched  by  the  overseer. 

Henry  Gray,  an  apprentice  to  Owen,  sworn. 
Knows  John  James ;  busha  put  the  collar  and  chain  on  before. 

John  Wallace  re-called. 
Busha  used  also  to  switch  a  boy  named  Hercules,  for  ninning  away. 


Jamaica  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Gilbert  William  Senior,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that 
he  has  known  William  Dallin^  for  many  years  ;  that  previous  to  the  1st  of  August  1834,  he 
considered  William  Dalling  to  oe  a  faitmul  and  attached  servant,  and  had  no  fault  to  find  with 
him,  except  that  he  frequently,  when  he  had  an  opportunity,  got  intoxicated ;  but  he  was  always 
civil  and  obedient  to  both  master  and  mistress,  who  had  the  greatest  confidence  in  him,  and 
could  always  believe  what  he  said.  On  the  1st  of  August  1834,  he  became  insolent  and  dis- 
contented, and,  though  he  claimed  to  be  classed  as  a  domestic,  he  took  all  the  time  allowed 
to  the  prodials ;  he  seemed  from  the  1st  of  August  to  be  the  director  of  all  James  Williams's 
movements,  urging  him  on  to  be  insolent  and  disobedient ;  it  was  part  of  William  Dalling's 
duty  to  see  that  James  Williams  dressed  the  sheep  before  they  were  turned  out  every  morning; 
but  from  the  1st  of  August  every  thing  was  neglected,  and  deponent  lost  the  greater  part  of 
18  lambs,  which  were  under  the  care  of  these  two  apprentices. 

From  the  1st  of  August  1834,  deponent  observed  an  entire  change  in  William  DalUng  ; 
he  joined  the  sect  called  Baptists,  wno  had  so  much  power  over  him  as  to  break  him  of  tne 
habit  of  intoxication ;  but  they  taught  him  another  habit,  "never  to  speak  truth." 

In  his  evidence  before  the  magistrates,  when  he  said  he  never  canied  food  to  James 
Williams  and  Adam  Brown,  when  they  were  confined  in  the  cells  at  Knapdale,  he  said  what 
was  false.  A  sufficient  quantity  of  food,  rather  more  than  was  ordered  by  Captain  Dillon, 
was  given  to  William  Dalling  to  carry  to  Knapdale  for  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown, 
with  orders  to  clean  out  the  cells.  Peter  Atkmson  might  sometimes  have  carried  the  food  ; 
but  he  was  a  sawyer,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he  would  have  been  taken  from  his  work 
every  day,  leaving  his  fellow  sawyer  to  lie  idle  till  he  returned ;  his  evidence  respecting  the 
nave  of  the  cart-wheel  having  injured  Henry  James's  stomach,  when  he  was  flogged  by  order 
of  Dr.  Thompson,  is  false ;  tor  it  is  impossible  that  his  stomach  could  have  touched  the  nave 
of  a  cart-wheel  five  feet  in  diameter ;  Henry  James  had  for  years  complained  of  pain  in  his 
stomach,  and  for  that  reason  was  taken  from  the  saw  and  placed  as  a  watchman. 

His  evidence  that  James  Williams  did  not  assist  John  Lawrence  in  stealing  the  pork,  is 
fedse ;  James  Williams  himself  acknowledges  the  fact,  and  William  Dalling  was  quite  aware 
that  they  were  both  concerned  in  the  robbery ;  William  Dalling  said  that  he  did  not  know 
if  the  people  got  medicine  when  sick ;  Marianne  Bell  stated  that  medicine  was  never  refused ; 
William  Dalling  being  always  in  the  yard,  must  have  known  that  it  was  so ;  previous  to  the 
1st  of  August  1834,  William  Dalling  always  took  the  medicine  from  his  mistress  to  give  to 
the  sick ;  out  his  behaviour  was  so  bad  afterwards,  that  he  was  not  intrusted  with  it. 

Wilham  Dalling  swore  that  he  did  not  know  James  WilUams  to  be  a  thief;  deponent  has  no 

hesitation  in  stating  that  William  Dalling  knew  that  James  Williams  was  a  notorious  thief; 

he  knew  that  he  rcmbed  the  provision  grounds,  and  that  he  was  several  times  detected  by  the 
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JAMAICA.       watchmen ;  that  he  stole  provisions  of  all  kinds  out  of  the  stores;  and  that  the  last  time  he- 

—  was  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  he  stole  the  house-dog,  which  he  must  have  sold,  as 

the  dog  was  never  heard  of  again. 

(signed)         G. 
Sworn  before  me  this  10th  day  of  October  i837. 

(signed)         Thomas  Rafflngton,  j  un. 


W.  Senior. 


James  Williams,  apprentice  to  Miss  Senior,  has  been  about  the  yard  and  house  since  he 
was  a  baby  ;  his  mother  was  a  domestic  and  very  indolent  and  sickly ;  he  was  almost  sup- 

Eorted  by  his  master  and  mistress  till  within  a  few  years ;  becoming  troublesome  about  the 
ouse,  he  was  sent  to  attend  the  stock  (which  he  seemed  to  have  a  turn  for),  and  carry  grass 
and  bread-nuts  for  them,  which  kept  him  still  a  good  deal  about  the  yard,  where  he  always 
slept ;  once,  in  ray  brother's  absence,  who  had  taken  the  other  men-servants  with  him,  he 
came  in  to  giet  my  tea;  when  that  was  over  I  desired  him  to  see  about  his  other  business; 
but  he  would  not,  and  laid  himself  down  on  the  floor  to  give  me  an  account  of  my  cattle ; 
he  said  that  his  master  might  not  cheat  me ;  when  I  told  nim  to  go  again,  he  shut  the  door, 
put  aeainst  it,  and  kept  thumping  it  with  his  back  for  some  time ;  I  said,  **  James  this  is  not 
to  be  borne  with ;  will  you  go  about  your  business  ?"  from  the  noise  he  had  made  I  think  he 
must  have  had  an  accomplice,  and  wished  to  prevent  my  hearing  what  was  ^oing  forward. 
After  repeatedly  speaking  to  him,  he  said  he  would  go  if  I  would  give  him  a  piece*  of  candle ; 
to  get  quit  of  him,  I  told  him  to  take  a  piece  that  was  on  the  table,  though  nis  master  had 
often  told  him  he  should  not  get  a  candle,  as  there  was  no  occasion  for  it ;  before  going  to 
bed  I  went  to  the  store,  and  was  astonished  to  find  that  a  large  pock  that  I  had  made 
Marianne  (one  of  the  house-women)  put  on  the  barrel  of  sugar  at  dusk,  in  the  middle  of  the 
room ;  I  called  Marianne,  and  showing  it  to  her,  she  said,  "  Ha !  missis  been  make  me  put 
that  on  the  sugar  barrel  before  tea,  and  how  it  come  down  here  ?"  the  watchman,  who  was 
asleep  in  the  Kitchen,  declared  it  could  be  no  one  but  James  Williams ;  a  good  deal  of  the 
sugar  was  gone,  and  the  flour  barrel  next  to  it  was  also  plundered ;  we  were  after  that  out  of 
provisions  and  obliged  to  purchase ;  I  put  the  yams  in  the  same  store,  and  was  surprised 
that  they  lasted  so  short  a  time ;  I  spoke  to  the  person  I  bought  them  from ;  she  said  they 
did  seem  to  go  fast,  but  I  could  not  blame  her  as  I  saw  them  weighed ;  I  could  not  find 
out  where  they  went,  till  one  day  my  brother  went  to  the  provision  grounds  and  got  half 
a  basket  of  cocoas ;  he  had  them  brought  in  to  me,  and  said,  "  You  must  make  the  most  of 
those  till  we  can  get  some  more  ;*'  they  were  mostly  fine  large  cocoas  ;  at  night  I  went  to 
give  some  of  them  out  for  breakfast,  wnen  to  my  astonishment  most  of  the  best  were  gone, 
and  only  a  few  of  the  smaller  ones  left ;  the  servants  pretended  to  look  for  them,  but 
returned  and  said  thej[  were  no  where  to  be  found ;  this  kind  of  pilfering  had  been  going  on 
so  long,  that  I  then  said, "  I  will  search  myself;"  after  looking  in  severalplaces,  I  thought  of 
the  kitchen ;  on  going  there  I  found  a  large  calabash  heaped  up  with  these  very  cocoas,  and 
James  fast  asleep  on  a  board  by  the  fire,  after  having,  no  doubt,  made  a  good  supper  on  some 
of  them ;  I  kept  what  I  found,  and  the  next  morning  James  claimed  them ;  I  then  called 
William  Dalling,  who  looked  at  them  and  said,  **They  are  master's  cocoas ;  James  has  none 
like  them  ;*'  the  little  boy  (  )  was  then  called  who  brought  them  in,  and  said 

they  were  the  same  that  he  brought  in ;  I  considered  the  said  James  Williams  so  friendless 
that  he  would  bring  his  clothes  to  me  to  have  made  for  him,  and  I  always  had  them  done : 
he  never  made  a  proper  ground  or  attended  to  it,  so  that  he  could  not  support  himself 
without  stealing  from  others.  William  Dalling  knew  all  this,  and  yet  comes  forward  and 
takes  his  oath  mat  James  Wilhams  is  an  industrious  boy  and  a  good  character ;  as  soon  as 
the  apprenticeship  began,  he  did  every  thing  to  annoy  us,  and  for  no  cause,  for  often  when. 
William  Dalling  vrished  to  impose  on  him  I  have  prevented  it. 

(signed)         5.  J.  K.  Senior. 
Sworn  before  me  this  10th  October  1837. 

Edward  Tucker, 

(Examined)        S.  R.  Warren^  Sec. 

William  Dalling,  apprentice  to  Miss  Senior,  has  been  in  her  family  ever  since  a  child  of 
18  months  old;  hrst  with  her  grandmother,  and  at  her  death  to  Miss  S.,  on  whom  and 
her  brother  he  has  waited  ever  since,  and  always  considered  by  them  and  all  acquainted 
with  them,  as  a  valuable  servant,  remarkably  civil  and  attentive,  never  disobeying  an  order,, 
or  dissatisfied  when  required  to  do  any  thing  in  his  own  time ;  every  confidence  was  placed 
in  him,  and  they  would  have  vouched  for  his  truth  and  honesty;  but  since  his  joining  the 
Baptists,  and  the  apprenticeship  system,  he  has  entirely  altered ;  he  has  shown  his  ill-will 
to  his  owners  in  every  way    he  has  sworn  to  the  most  abominable  falsehoods  ;  he  says  he 
saw  nothing  wrong  in  James  Williams's  conduct ;  the  last  time  James  Williams  was  punished, . 
before  the  apprenticeship  commenced,  was  by  William  Dalling  in  his  master's  absence  from 
home;  he  came  to  his  mistress  and  said,  "  I  have  cut  some   switches  for   James;"  she 
inquired  for  what  fault ;  he  replied,  "  He  took  the  donkeys  to  go  for  bread-nuts,  tied  them  at 
the  gate,  and  went  about  his  ousiness  ;  and  when  I  spoke  to  him  about  it,  he  took  them  out 
of  sight  and  beat  them  severely ;  he  is  really  a  bad  boy/' 

(signed)         S,  J.  K.  Senior. 

Sworn  before  me  tliis  10th  day  of  October  1837. 

(signed)        Edward  Tucker, 

(Examined)        S.  R.  Warren,  Sea 


Digitized  by 


Google 


\  SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES-     -  197 

MMAICA 

—  No.  60.  —  No.  50. 

(No.  213.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  Lord  Glenelg. 
My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  13  November  1837. 

In  transmitting  your  Lordship  the  Supplemental  Reports  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Inquiry  on  the  case  of  James  Williams,  I  beg  to  explain  to  your  Lordship,  that 
about  the  same  time  that  I  received  Williams's  pamphlet  complaints  came  from 
various  missionaries,  representing  acts  of  severity  or  cruelty  against  Mr.  Rawlin- 
son,  in  his  capacity  as  special  justice,  towards  apprentices.  As  soon,  therefore,  as 
the  Commissioners  had  finished  the  case  of  Williams,  I  begged  them  to  enter  on 
the  complaints  of  the  missionaries,  and  your  Lordship  is  now  put  in  possession  of 
their  Reports, 

Your  Lordship  will  find  they  embrace  all  the  tangible  cases  represented  by 
Joseph  Sturge,as  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  137,  9th  September 
1837,  and  No.  148,  of  the  21st  September  1837. 

There  is  one  anonymous  complaint  enclosed  inyour  Lordship's  letter,  No.  137, 
which  I  cannot  answer  as  to  facts.  I  have  strictly  prohibited  the  chaining  of  any 
prisoner  before  trial,  but  I  cannot  help  it  after  conviction. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  I  have  called  upon  the 
attorney-general  to  prosecute  all  parties  who  would  appear  to  be  guilty  of  any 
acts  of  oppression  towards  the  apprentices,  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Inquiry  now 
laid  before  your  Lordship. 

(signed)  Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  50.  End*  1,  in  No.  5©^ 

John  James's  Case ;  Owen  Plantation. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brovm's  Toum  in  the  case  of  a  Boy  named  John  James,  who  appeared  before 
the  Commissioners  with  an  iron  collar  round  his  neck. 

Monday,  2  October  1837. 
John  James,  apparently  about  12  or  13  years  of  age ;  sworn. 

I  BELONG  to  Owen;  busha's  name  is  Mr.  Nesbett:  my  mother  and  my  father  are  not 
at  Owen.  I  belong  to  Mr.  Utten,  the  proprietor  of  Owen,  so  does  my  mother,  but  my 
fieither  belongs  to  Mount  Pleasant.  My  mother  lives  at  Valley  Minor ;  she  hires  out ;  1 
have  not  any  person  to  take  care  of  me  at  Owen.  My  mother  is  named  Eliza  James ;  my 
lather  is  named  Robert  James. 

The  iron  collar  round  my  neck  was  put  by  Mr.  Nesbett  round  my  neck  last  Monday,  be- 
cause I  run  away.  I  run  away  because  1  could  not  get  any  victuals  at  Owen ;  there  is 
nobody  there  to  give  me  any.  As  my  mother  was  at  Valley  Minor,  about  23  miles  from 
Owen,  I  ran  away  and  went  to  the  place  where  she  lives,  but  did  not  show  myself  to  her. 
When  I  go  away,  sometimes  I  go  to  her ;  at  others  I  go  down  and  stand  all  about  in  the 
pastures.  My  father  caught  me  this  time  in  his  hut,  and  was  vexed  with  me  for  not  coming 
straight  to  him  when  I  ran  away ;  this  was  at  Mpunt  Pleasant ;  he  carried  me  to  Valley 
Minor,  a  property  belonging  to  Mr.  Utten,  the  proprietor  also  of  Owen,  and  gave  me  in 
charge  to  a  constable,  who  sent  me  up  to  Owen ;  got  to  Owen  Monday  dinner-time.  I  saw 
the  Dusba,  who  took  and  fummed  me  himself  with  pimento  switches ;  he  pulled  my  frock 
off  and  tied  me  to  a  tree,  (here  the  boy  exhibited  marks  of  a  severe  flogging);  after  flogging 
he  sent  me  to  work  until  Saturday,  and  locked  me  up  every  night ;  lie  put  the  iron  collar 
round  my  neck  just  as  he  finished  flogging  me.  l^st  year,  dry  weather,  I  ran  away,  and 
when  I  came  back  he  put  the  collar  on  my  neck,  he  put  it  on  at  that  time  with  chains ;  he 
also  flogged  me  then  with  a  cat,  the  tails  of  which  were  knotted ;  he  flogged  me  on  my 
bottom,  and  marked  me  a  great  deal  with  it.  [  run  away  some  time  after,  and  he  flogged 
me  again  with  a  cat,  but  did  not  put  chain  and  collar  on  me.  Captain  T.  H.  Dillon,  the 
special  magistrate,  sometimes  comes  to  Owen,  but  I  was  never  earned  before  him,  nor  was 
I  ever  ordered  by  him  to  be  switched.  Mr.  Nesbett  flogged  me  of  his  own  free  will ;  when- 
ever the  collar  is  on  me  I  never  run  away,  but  button  up  my  shirt,  so  that  nobody  may  see 
it,  and  that  the  collar  may  not  bum  my  neck,  as  the  sun  made  it  hot. 
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JAMAICA.  £liza  James,  an  Apprentice  to  Valley  Minor;  sworn. 

I  am  hired  out  from  Valley  Minor  plantation  to  myself,  p&yii^g  ^^*  1^^*  p^^  week  for 
wages ;  John  James  is  my  son,  [  have  fire  children  also ;  he  lives  at  Owen,  quite  far  from 
Valley  Minor.  John  James  lives  quite  far,  and  sometimes  I  do  not  see  him  for  three  months; 
after  the  apprenticeship  law  came  in  I  was  moved  from  Valley  Minor  to  Owen ;  my  master 
removed  me  ;  I  told  him  I  was  willing  to  go ;  but  when  I  found  out  the  distance,  and  that 
it  was  80  distressing  for  me  to  ^  and  see  my  husband  and  two  of  my  children  whom  I  left 
at  Valley  Minor,  I  begged  to  be  allowed  to  hire  out  to  myself,  which  request  was  granted ; 
I  was  not  taken  before  the  special  magistrate  that  he  might  sanction  my  removal ;  no  special 
Hiagistrate  ever  asked  me  whether  1  was  willing  to  go  and  live  at  Owen ;  when  I  got  per- 
mission to  hire  out,  John  James  stopoed  at  Owen,  and  had  no  family  or  any  body  to  take 
care  of  him ;  he  has  an  aunt  there  wno  can  scarcely  take  care  of  herself.  The  people  are 
always  jobbing  out  there;  John  James  runs  away  sometimes  from  Owen,  and  comes  down 
to  where  I  am ;  John  James  comes  to  Valley  Minor,  and  sometimes  he  stops  all  about  the 
bushes  and  pastures,  and  sometimes  comes  to  me.  The  last  time  his  father  set  a  watch  for 
him,  caught  nim  in  his  own  garden  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  carried  him  over  to  Valley  Minor, 
and  gave  him  in  charge  to  a  constable,  who  sent  him  to  Owen,  Mr.  Nesbett  having  left 
word  that  if  he  was  caught  he  was  to  be  taken  to  Owen.  Mr.  Nesbett  is  the  overseer  of 
Valley  Minor  as  well  as  Owen ;  never  saw  him  from  that  time  until  last  night,  when  his 
cousin  brought  him  to  me  with  a  collar  on ;  never  saw  the  ccdlar  or  chain  on  him  till  now, 
but  heard  that  once  before  this  he  had  a  collar  and  chain  on  some  time  ^o  before  this ;  I 
have,  however,  often  seen  him  with  marks  of  a  very  severe  flogging,  his  skin  was  much  cut 
up,  but  not  so  bad  as  it  is  now ;  his  feet  were  also  filled  with  chigoes,  as  he  had  not  any 
body  to  take  care  of  him.  We  often  thought  of  going  to  a  magistrate  to  complain,  but  as 
we  thought  we  should  be  treated  worse  if  we  went  to  him,  we  always  kept  away. 

This  witness  had  a  child  in  her  arms  about  three  months  o)d. 

William  Flemings  an  Apprentice  to  Owen ;  sworn. 

I  know  John  James,  he  is  my  cousin ;  I  brought  him  here  with  the  iron  collar  round  his 
neck ;  he  had  been  absent  for  six  days,  and  was  brought  home  to  Owen  by  a  constable.  Mr. 
Nesbett,  the  overseer  of  Owen,  took  and  tied  him  witn  his  own  hand  to  a  tree,  and  switched 
him ;  after  switching  him  he  put  on  the  iron  collar  which  he  has  now  on  his  neck ;  the 
collar  was  put  on  last  Monday  the  26th  September,  and  the  boy  has  been  working  since  with 
the  collar  on ;  he  then  ordered  an  old  man,  named  Robert  Campbell,  to  lock  him  up  at 
nights  in  a  dungeon ;  the  boy  was  locked  up  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights ;  I  am  sure  of 
that,  but  cannot  speak  with  certainty  as  to  Thursday ;  I  went  into  the  dungeon  myself  on 
Tuesday,  and  found  it  so  wet  that  I  could  put  my  nand  down  and  take  up  the  wet  dirt ; 
the  people  have  not  been  put  in  there  for  a  long  time ;  no  board  was  there  for  the  boy  to 
sleep  upon ;  he  was  not  locked  up  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday- nights,  as  the  old  man  would 
not  lock  him  up  as  busha  was  not  there ;  he  slept  in  a  little  room  in  the  apprentice  yard 
belonging  to  one  of  his  uncles ;  he  has  an  uncle  on  the  property  and  an  aunt.  These  persons 
and  myself  work  on  three  different  properties  belonging  to  my  master,  Owen  Valley,  Minor^ 
and  Castleton ;  when  we  go  from  one  property  to  the  other,  we  stop  the  whole  week.  The 
boy  sometimes  comes  to  work  at  Castleton  when  we  are  there ;  but  when  the  big  people  go 
back  to  Owen  after  the  week's  work,  instead  of  his  going  there,  where  his  famuy  can  take 
care  of  him,  he  loiters  at  Castleton  for  the  rest  of  the  week,  and  only  appears  at  Owen  the 
following  Monday ;  his  aunt  feeds  him  whenever  he  remains  with  the  family,  and  he  sleejis 
at  her  house.  The  overseer  does  not  give  him  any  fish,  nor  any  food,  nor  does  he  give  any 
person  any  time  in  the  week  to  pay  for  feeding  him.  Have  seen  the  busha  switch  him  twice 
Defore  this  time ;  he  switched  him  for  absence,  he  also  placed  the  collar  on  his  neck  before ; 
the  first  time  he  had  the  collar  on,  I  think,  about  three  weeks,  but  I  did  not  see  any  chain 
on  him  the  first  time ;  never  saw  the  busha  put  the  collar  on  or  switch  any  other  boy  on  the 
property ;  is  certain  that  I  must  have  seen  the  chain  had  it  been  on ;  the  boy  generally 
wore  the  shirt  buttoned  to  hide  the  collar,  and  it  is  possible  that  I  might  not  have  seen  the 
chain. 

Abraham  holies,  Esq.,  a  Magistrate  of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's ;  sworn. 

I  am  a  magistrate  of  this  parish,  and  have  been  present  during  the  examination,  by 
Messrs.  Gordon  and  Daughtrey,  of  the  above-mentioned  witnesses ;  I  have  seen  the  boy 
named  John  James  with  the  iron  collar  round  his  neck  ;  and  have  only  been  prevented  from 
handing  the  case  over  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  this  paiish,  to  be  forwarded  to  Her 
Majesty's  Attorney-general,  by  the  determination  of  Messrs.  Gordon  and  Daughtrey  to  for- 
ward the  same  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Captain  T.  H.  Dillon,  Special  Magistrate ;  sworn. 

I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Nesbett;  this  is  the  first  case  of  oppression  towards  his  people 
that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  or  has  ever  come  before  me ;  and  much  as  I  deprecate  the  allied 
offence,  I  feel  sorry  that  one  whose  conduct  is  generally  humane  should  have  so  far  com- 
mitted himself.  I  may  add,  that  Mr.  Nesbett  has  built  an  asylum  for  yaw  patients,  to  pre- 
vent the  contagion  spreading.  This  asylum  is  intended  for  those  of  free  condition  as  well  as 
apprentices,  and  has  been  built  at  some  cost.  His  attention  to  the  patients  is  marked  by 
humanity,  and,  to  my  knowledge,  they  are  to  all  appearance  progressing  towards  rapid 
cure. 
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Tuesday,  3  October  18»7. 

John  Wallace^  an  Apprentice  to  Owen ;  sworn. 

Knows  John  James ;  remembers  seeing  John  James  with  a  collar  and  chain  on  sometiim 
ago,  put  on  by  the  overseer ;  they  were  pit  on  because  he  ran  away.  The  chain  was  wrapt 
round!  his  body,  and  covered  with  his  shirt,  so  that  any  body  passing  by  could  not  see  it ; 
he  had  them  on  for  a  fortnight;  remembers  the  collar  being  put  on  Monday,  last  week,  by 
the  overseer;  he  was  also  switched  by  the  overseer,  Mr.  Nesbett.  Hercules,  a  boy  belonging 
to  Owen,  used  also  to  be  switched,  tor  running  away,  by  the  overseer. 

Henry  Grajfy  an  apjMrentice  to  Owen;  sworn. 
Knows  John  James ;  busha  put  the  collar  and  chain  on  before  upon  John  James^ 


JAMAICA. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  50.  End.  s,  in  No.  50. 

William  Broum's  Case  ;  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Smith,  Dry  Harbour. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brawn^s  Toum,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann's,  in  the  Case  of  William  Brown,  an 
Apprentice  to  Mr.  James  Smith,  of  Dry  Harbour. 

Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 

Mr.  James  Smith ;  sworn. 

I  HAVE  an  apprentice  named  William  Brown ;  he  has  one  blind  eye,  the  other  is  perfectly 
good,  at  all  events,  in  my  opinion;  he  lost  one  of  his  eyes  in  June  1836;  he  has  not  done 
anything  for  me  since  April  1836;  in  June  1836  he  fell  from  the  roof  of  a  house  about  10 
feet  higD,  and  his  eye  became  injured  and  blind  from  the  fall ;  in  falling,  his  eye,  I  think, 
came  in  contact  with  a  lath ;  he  has  never  suffered  injury  from  any  other  fall ;  he  was  bled 
by  Dr.  S.  Tucker  immediately  after  his  fall,  and  was  ordered  the  next  day,  by  Dr.  Edward 
Tucker,  to  be  salivated.    1  think  he  is  about  56  years  of  age  by  the  registry  returns ;  he  was 
well  taken  care  of  during  his  sickness  ;  the  doctor  never  told  him,  in  giving  him  pills  at  that 
time,  that  they  should  either  kill  or  cure  him ;  but,  about  four  months  ago,  I  gave  him  six 
of  Morrison's  pills  myself,  No.  2's,  which  I  am  in  the  habit  of  taking,  and  I  then  told  him, 
"  Here,  you  old  sinner,  take  those  pills,  they  will  either  kill  or  cure  you."     In  the  month 
of  February  last,  I  sent  up  a  gang  of  carpenters  to  the  back-ground  of  Trelawny,  to  erect 
a  new  set  of  su^r-works.     I  told  this  man  that  he  had  sat  down  so  long,  he  must  go  and 
cook  for  the  others.     I  was  under  the  impression  that  he  accompanied  the  other  people ;  but 
on  my  return  from  windward,  three  weeks  after,  I  found  him  at  my  residence  ;  he  had  not 
moved.   I  asked  him  why  he  had  not  gone  up  with  the  other  people,  particularly  as  a  mule- 
cart  had  been  sent  up,  in  which  he  might  have  placed  himself;  he  said  he  could  not  see  to 
cook,  that  there  was  gravel  in  his  eye  (Dr.  Edward  Tucker  has  frequently  examined  his 
good  eye,  and  he  says  it  is  positively  good.)   I  said,  "  then  you  must  go  before  Mr.  Rawlinson, 
and  see  what  he  can  do  with  you."   I  took  him  the  next  day  to  Mr.  Kawlinson,  who  told  him 
that,  to  his  knowledge,  he  had  been  desired  to  work  five  or  six  months  previously,  on  the 
opinion  of  the  doctor.     Mr.  Rawlinson  ordered  him  up  to  this  place  to  cook  for  the  gang, 
and  told  him,  if  he  did  not  go  he  would  send  him  to  the  workhouse ;  I  gave  him  in  charge 
of  one  of  my  apprentices  to  go  up  ;  he  stopt  there  two  weeks,  and  then  returned  to  my  resi- 
dence again,  saying  that  he  was  sick  ;  I  told  him,  "  there  is  nothing  the  matter  with  you,  and 
I  won't  give  you  pnysic ;"  he  went  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  gave  him  a  note  to  me,  stating, 
*'  The  bearer  says  he  is  sick,  you  won't  give  him  medicine ; "  I  then  gave  him  the  six  Morn-  . 
son's  pills  before  mentioned.     Dr.  Tucker  saw  him  about  six  times  after  taking  these  pills, 
and  said  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  him,  he  must  go  to  his  work.     At  last,  in  the 
month  of  June,  I  brought  him  before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  to  see  what  1  could  do  with  him  ;  he 
had  then  been  absent  two  weeks.     Mr.  Rawlinson  asked  him  if  he  would  go  to  his  work, 
and  why  he  had  left  the  place  where  he  had  been  ordered  to  go  and  cook ;  he  said,  the 
people  would  not  give  him  anything  to  cook,  and  he  was  not  going  to  stop  there.     He 
received  the  same  allowance  there  as  the  other  people,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ;  I  gave 
them  either  65.  per  week,  or  a  quart  of  flour  or  rice  daily,  with  salt  fish  to  the  deserving. 
He  flatly  refused  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  go  to  his  work,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  receive  20  or  25 
lashes,  1  forget  which.    This  was  on  the  16th  July,  I  think,  he  received  the  punishment,  and 
came  back  to   my  residence   the    day  following;    on  the  17th  I  had  occasion  to  go  to 
Trelawny,  and  left  him  at  my  residence ;  I  returned  at  the  end  of  the  week,  and  found  that 
be  bad  gone  away ;  I  did  not  see  him  for  a  couple  of  weeks  after,  and  I  again  carried  him 
before  Mr.  Rawlmson,  at  Dry  Harbour,  who  asked  him  if  he  would  not  go  to  woik,  and  do 
something ;  he  said.  No,  he  could  not  work ;  he  had  no  ground,  no  house,  and  could  not 
work.    I  said,  "There  is  plenty  of  land,  and  if  you  will  agree  to  work  a  ground  for  yourself,  I 
will  not  ask  you  to  do  anything  else ;"  he  said.  No,  he  would  not.     Mr.  Rawlinson  remon- 

164.  B  B  4  strated 
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JAMAICA.       strated  with  him  for  a  long  time ;  and  he  at  length  said,  if  I  would  allow  him  to  go  into  the 
.— ^  blacksmiUi's  shop,  and  blow  the  bellows,  he  would  go ;  this  was  after  he  had  been  threatened 

to  be  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  I  refused^  as  I  had  plenty  of  bellows  blowers,  and  his  trade 
was  that  of  a  carpenter ;  I  again  offered  him  to  work  the  ground  for  himself,  or  go  to  cook, 
and  he  refused.  Mr.  Rawlinson  then  sentenced  him  to  the  workhouse  for  one  month,  but 
not  to  be  put  on  the  treadmill ;  it  was  then  about  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  too  late  to  send 
him  that  night  to  St.  Ann's  Bay ;  I  was  authorized  to  keep  him  in  confinement  that  night, 
and  give  him  food,  which  I  did ;  I  sent  him  off  the  next  morning  about  seven  o'clock,  in 
charge  of  one  of  my  own  people,  who  returned  about  10  o'clock,  and  told  me  that  old 
William  was  lying  down  on  the  road,  and  would  not  go ;  I  sent  a  mule-cart  for  him,  and 
brought  him  home.  On  the  following  dajr  Dr.  Edward  Tucker  came  there,  and  examined 
his  eye,  and  asked  what  was  the  matter  with  him,  recommending  him  to  take  exercise  and 
bitter  wood  infusion,  and  that,  if  he  would  take  that,  and  go  to  his  work,  he  would  get 
better  immediately ;  that  was  the  last  Saturday  in  August ;  and  since  then  I  have  seen 
nothing  6f  him  until  to-day,  when  1  met  him  with  a  good  load  of  provisions  on  his  head. 
On  Questions  firom  the  court  Mr.  Smith  eave  the  following  answers : 

William  Carr  never  received  any  accident  to  my  knowledge,  but  he  was  poorly  for  some 
time  with  venereal.  He  having  been  cured  of  venereal,  the  medicine  for  the  cure  of  which 
was  administered  by  myself,  he  committed  a  theft  and  ran  away,  and  was  taken  up  at  Berry- 
dale  and  committed  to  the  workhouse,  by  Mr.  Gaynor,  as  a  runaway.  I  took  him  out,  but 
he  was  not  brought  before  me  with  handcuffs  on.  When  he  came  home  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  sent  me  authority  to  put  him  in  the  cage  to  secure  him  that  night ;  the 
next  morning  he  was  taken  out,  but  he  laid  down  on  the  ground,  pretending  he  was  sick, 
and  saying  he  could  not  walk.  I  wrote  off  this  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  sent  back  to  have 
him  exammed  by  a  doctor,  and  stated  that  if  he  pronounced  him  free  of  disease,  he  would 
f^end  the  police  for  him ;  the  doctor  examined  him,  and  stated  that  he  was  not  ill.  I  informed 
Mr.  Rawlinson  of  this,  who  sent  the  police  for  him,  and  they  carried  him  up ;  he  was  tried 
and  sentenced  to  receive  39  lashes. 

Wednesday,  4  October  1837. 

William  Broum,  an  Apprentice  to  Mr.  James  Smith,  apparently  between  60  and  70  years 

of  age;  sworn. 

Some  time  ago  I  tumbled  off  a  house  and  injured  my  eye,  which  got  blind  afterwards* 
I  am  very  weak,  and  not  able  to  work ;  I  have  not  strengtii  to  do  anything,  and  have  been 
cjuite  weakly  since  the  time  I  got  the  fall  that  knocked  out  my  eye.  My  master  told  the 
journeyman  to  ^ve  me  the  same  allowance  as  the  rest  of  the  people  if  I  worked,  but  the 
journeyman  said  I  was  not  able  to  work ;  he  gave  me  an  axe  to  work  with,  but  I  was  not 
able  to  work  with  it,  and  all  the  allowance  he  gave  me  was  a  half  dollar  and  a  little  fish  the 
first  week  I  went  there ;  the  second  week  he  gave  me  four  bits  and  a  little  fish ;  then  after- 
wards he  gave  me  three  bits,  and  the  last  week  he  told  me  I  could  not  work,  I  must  go  bcu^k 
to  Dry  Harbour,  and  he  gave  me  10  d.  worth  of  rice  and  a  little  fish.  I  went  then  to  Dry 
Harbour  to  master,  and  told  him  that  I  was  sick,  and  could  not  get  any  medicine ;  he  took 
me  and  put  me  in  the  cage  for  a  whole  day  and  ni^ht,  and  gave  me  a  little  pint  of  boiled 
rice ;  he  never  gave  me  anything  again,  but  missis  gave  me  once  a  quart  of  flour  and  a 
half  pint  of  rice.  Massa  he  turned  me  out  of  the  yard,  and  said  if  I  could  not  work 
I  must  go  away.  I  went  away,  but  came  back  again.  Missis  is  a  very  good  lady,  and  she 
told  me  any  time  I  must  come  to  her  and  she  would  give  me  something,  but  I  must  not 
allow  massa  to  see  it.  At  the  time  1  was  flogged  I  was  kept  two  days  without  anything 
to  eat,  and  not  being  able  to  get  anything  from  massa,  I  went  away.  1  remember  the  time 
when  I  fell  in  the  water,  massa  jumped  m  the  water  and  took  me  away.  I  have  not  run- 
away from  massa,  but  he  drove  me  away. 


End,  3,  in  No.  50.  Enclosure  3,  in  No.  50. 

Prince  Brown's  Case,  an  Apprentice  to  Knapdale. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brown's  Toum,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  in  the  matter  of  Complaint  made  by 
Prince  Brown,  an  Apprentice  to  Knapdale,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann. 

Wednesday,  27  September  1837. 
Prince  Broum,  an  Apprentice  to  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

I  REMEMBER  the  time  of  the  trouble  of  Eliza  Osbom  and  Nancy  Webb ;  I  was  in  the  hot- 
house at  the  time.  I  have  been  locked  up  in  the  dungeon  many  times,  and  catted  on  my 
back  several  times.  Joseph  Brown  sometimes  carried  me  to  the  busha,  Mr.  Clarke,  who 
put  me  in  the  dungeon ;  he  also  put  me  there  twice  without  carrying  me  to  busha,  who  was 
not  at  home ;  and  when  busha  returned,  I  complained'to  him,  but  he  drove  me  away.  I  was 
only  carried  twice  to  the  special  magistrate,  who  sent  me  to  be  punished,  and  would  not 

allow 
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allow  me  to  say  a  word  for  myself.    The  overseer  told  the  constable,  Joseph  Brown,  that  the       JAMAICA* 
xoasistrate  had  given  leave  to  him  to  lock  people  up  in  the  dungeon  when  he  found  feult  — ~ 

with  themy  at  all  times  when  he,  the  busha,  was  absent.  I  remember  on  one  occasion  being 
locked  up  on  my  own  days,  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  and  locked  up  every  night  besides  for 
six  days ;  that  Joseph  Brown,  the  constable  on  Knapdale  estate,  found  fault  with  him,  and 
cursed  him  in  the  field,  calling  him  a  son  of  a  bitcn,  a  good-for-nothing  worthless  rogue. 
I  then  called  out  to  Bayley,  and  said,  **  Do  you  hear  how  this  man  is  cursing  me  without 
cause?"  He  then  ran  up  and  hit  me  with  the  whip  over  my  head  and  bare  back  as 
I  was  digging  cane  holes.  I  had  taken  my  shirt  off  to  do  my  work ;  on  being  struck  by 
Joseph  Brown,  I  could  not  bear  it ;  I  ran  up  to  him,  and  held  the  whip  that  he  had  in  his 
hand ;  he  then  collared  me,  and  I  still  continued  to  hold  on,  when  Joseph  Brown  stooped  his 
l^ad  and  bit  my  fingers  with  his  teeth  ;  he  always  carried  the  whip  with  him  in  the  field  the 
same  as  in  old  time ;  it  was  the  same  description  of  whip  that  was  used  in  the  time  of  sla- 
very, and  he  used  to  hit  several  persons  with  it;  I  saw  him  hck  Louisa  Thompson  with  it  till 
she  piddled  herself.  Mr.  Clarke  knew  that  he  had  the  whip  in  the  field ;  he  made  no  secret 
of  it,  nor  was  he  compelled  to  do  without  it,  until  after  a  complaint  had  been  made  by  the 
apprentices  to  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  that  Knapdale  was  the  only  place  in  the 
parish  that  the  whip  was  used ;  that  Mr.  Rawlinson  gave  oixiers  to  leave  it  off;  that  Joseph 
Brown  did  not  use  to  be  hard  on  any  women  who  were  his  favourites ;  he  had  two  wives  on 
the  property  after  the  dispute  above  related.  Joseph  Brown  hailed  out  to  the  book-keeper, 
who  ordered  him  to  take  me  to  the  dungeon ;  1  was  kept  locked  up  till  next  morning,  wnen 
Mr.  Clarke  ordered  me  to  be  taken  out  to  be  catted ;  I  was  afraid  of  the  punishment,  and  I 
ran  into  tlie  cane-piece ;  I  was  searched  for,  found,  and  brought  out,  when  the  constable^ 
named  Dennis  Munro,  catted  me ;  I  was  not  brought  up  before  the  magistrate  to  be  tried 
before  I  was  catted ;  I  did  not  count  the  lashes;  I  was  flogged  till  Munro  begged  me  off 
himself.  After  the  catting  I  was  put  into  the  field  and  kept  at  work,  and  some^time  after- 
wards I  was  put  in  the  workhouse ;  after  my  return  I  dug  one  hundred  and  fifty  holes  upon 
one  piece,  and  go  on  another  in  my  own  time.  When  I  asked  for  my  money  Mr.  Clarke 
told  me,  *'  You  took  your  master's  time  to  sit  down  in  the  workhouse,  and  now  you  have 
come  back  you  want  money ;  I  will  be  damned  if  you  shall  get  any."  When  Mr.  Clarke 
was  going  away  I  went  into  the  overseer's  house  during  his  absence,  and  saw  a  pair  of  shoes ; 
I  said,  "  It  is  very  hard  for  me  to  lose  my  money  that  I  have  been  working  for,  and  I  shall 
take  these  shoes  and  keep  them  till  I  am  paid."  When  Mr.  Clarke  returned  he  missed  the 
shoes,  and  was  told  that  I  had  taken  them ;  he  taxed  me  with  it,  and  1  denied  having  them ; 
he  threatened  me  with  the  dungeon,  and  I  told  him  I  could  not  help  it,  that  I  had  dug  so 
many  cane  holes,  and  never  got  paid ;  he  said,  "  If  you  mention  that  word  to  me  again  I 
will  knock  your  brains  out."  I  was  then  put  in  the  dungeon,  but  was  not  brought  before  the 
magistrate ;  *  I  was  taken  out  on  the  Sunday  evening,  having  been  put  in  at  the  dinner  time 
on  Saturday ;  I  was  locked  up  for  a  day  and  a  half;  the  shoes  remain  with  me  up  to  the 
present  moment.  When  I  was  in  the  workhouse  I  was  there  14  days,  during  which  time  I 
was  put  on  the  mill  twice  a  day ;  I  kept  the  step  at  first,  but  could  not  afterwards  from 
weakness,  when  I  was  flogged  on  the  back  on  my  old  flogging,  which  was  not  well ;  the 
blood  ran  down  my  back,  which  was  always  bare  when  I  went  on  the  mill,  as  they  always 
made  the  men  roll  up  their  trousers  and  pull  their  frock  off  when  we  set  to  work.  After  I 
was  let  out  1  felt  very  well.  I  went  to  work,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  felt  a  pain  in 
my  stomach,  and  began  to  pass  nothing  but  blood  downwards.  I  then  went  to  Mr.  Clarke 
to  request  him  to  take  me  into  the  hothouse,  but  he  drove  me  away,  and  I  was  so  sick  that 
I  ran  away  for  two  weeks.  I  then  returned,  and  was  examined  by  Dr.  Samuel  1  ucker,  at  the 
request  oi  Mr.  Clarke,  who  sent  me  to  the  hothouse.  When  I  was  in  the  workhouse,  the 
boatswains  used  to  flog  the  people ;  when  they  could  not  step,  they  would  flog  both  women 
and  men.  I  saw  several  piccamny  mothers  in  the  treadmill,  particularly  a  woman  named 
Jane  Johnson,  belonging  to  Mr.  Gallimore,  of  Fort  George.  When  the  people  could  not 
keep  step  they  hung  by  me  mill,  and  then  they  were  flogged  and  hung  on,  being  boxed  about 
by  the  mill  as  it  went  round,  cutting  the  shins  dreadfully ;  I  was  cut  myself.  As  we  are  at 
the  sea-side  working,  we  used  to  wash  our  sores,  but  we  were  not  sent  for  that  purpose  by 
Mr.  Drake.  Mr.  Drake  ordered  the  boatswain  to  flog  us  when  we  could  not  keep  step. 
I  never  saw  Mr.  Hilton,  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  at  the  workhouse,  nor  any  white  gentleman 
but  Mr.  Drake.     Did  not  observe  any  pregnant  women  while  I  was  there, 

Mr.  Nash,  the  present  Overseer  on  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

When  I  first  took  charge  of  the  property,  on  the  23d  of  June  last,  found  Prince  Brown  in 
the  hospital ;  he  remained  there  for  a  week  or  two,  when  he  came  out,  and  went  to  the 
second  gang,  where  he  had  never  before  been  employed.  I  several  times  told  him  he  must 
go  to  the  great  gang,  as  I  could  not  allow  an  able  man  like  him  to  remain  in  the  second  gang. 
I  gave  orders  twice  to  the  constable  to  take  him  to  the  great  gang ;  he  would  not  go,  and 
has  been  remaining  in  the  second  gang  until  this  day.   He  said  he  would  not  go  to  the  great 

fang,  because  he  was  sick.  The  doctor  prescribed  balsam  capaivi  for  him  three  weeks  ago, 
ut  made  no  remark  as  to  his  capability  to  work  in  the  great  gang.  I  told  Brown  that 
sooner  than  he  should  work  in  the  second  gang  I  would  be  content  for  him  to  remain  in  the 
hospital.  The  reason  why  he  went  out  of  the  hothouse  was  to  go  to  the  cane-piece,  where 
1  found  him  eating  canes ;  he  had  also  some  provisions  with  him,  and  a  piece  of  cane  in  his 
basket.  I  called  the  constable,  William  Campbell,  to  lock  him  up,  as  he  had  been  cutting 
canes;  he  was  locked  up,  and  let  out  the  next  morning,  when  he  went  to  the  second  gang  to 
work ;  he  remained  there  till  last  week ;  he  came  and  told  me  that  he  had  fever ;  I  said, 
154.  CO  "I  had 
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JAMAICA.      <'  I  had  taken  you  before  in  the  hothouse,  and  you  would  not  remain  there,  but  went  out 
— —  and  cut  canea;  I  will  therefore  not  receive  you  into  the'liothouse  a^n^  but  as  yours  is  an 

old  complaint,  you  can  come  whenever  you  require  medicine^  and  I  will  give  you  what  the 
doctor  prescribed,  say  balsam  of  capaivi."  J  also  gave  directions  to  the  d!octor>man  to 
furnish  him  with  medicine  on  his  applying  for  it.  He  would  not  go  away,  but  sat  down  in 
the  millhouse,  and  I  desired  the  aoctor<-man,  Samuel  Barrett,  who  is  also  a  constable,  to 
take  him  to  his  work.  The  constable  came  and  told  me  that  Prince  Brown  would  not  go ; 
I  said,  ^^  Never  mind,  let  him  remain ;  I  dare  say  the  doctor  will  be  here  to-day,  and  he  shall 
look  at  him."  He  remained  in  the  millhouse  for  half  a  day,  after  which  I  did  not  see  any 
more  of  him.  I  took  a  ride  after  dinner  round  one  of  the  most  out-of-the-way  cane-pieces 
(it  was  of  fine  plants),  and  came  to  a  handbasket  full  of  pieces  of  canes,  and  some  yams  at  the 
top ;  it  contained  also  a  large  bundle  of  oil-nuts.  I  got  off,  and  stopped  there  for  near  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  I  saw  the  horse  look  round  very  quickly  into  the  canes ;  I  then  went 
up,  and  shortly  after  heard  a  rustling,  as  if  somebody  was  running  through  them ;  I  listened 
to  the  sound,  and  ran  round  in  the  direction,  when  i  met  up  Prince  Brown,  who,  as  soon  as 
he  saw  me,  turned  round  and  ran  into  the  cane-piece.  I  followed  him  some  way,  but  could 
not  catch  him,  I  then  gave  up  the  pursuit.  I  took  possession  of  the  basket  and  its  contents, 
and  have  not  seen  anything  of  him  until  the  present  moment.  When  I  got  home,  I  inquired 
if  Prince  Brown  had  a  ground  ;  I  was  told  no,  that  he  destroys  other  people's  grounds.  I  de- 
sired Joseph  Brown  to  mquire  whether  any  of  the  apprentices  who  had  grounds  had  lost  any 
of  their  provisions.  The  next  morning  a  woman  named  Miller  told  me  that  the  provisions 
were  hers,  and  had  come  out  of  her  ground ;  she  asked  for  them,  but  I  UAd  her  she  could 
not  have  them  till  the  mi^strate  had  Sseen  them.  The  pockets  of  the  peonislone  cloak 
were  filled  with  yams. 

Thomas  Bayley,  Constable  on  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

Tliis  affair  I  recollect ;  there  used  to  be  several  disputes  between  Joseph  Brown  and 
Prince  Brown ;  there  was  a  fighting  match  at  one  time.  I  remember  Joseph  Brown  having 
flogged  Prince  Brown,  but  it  was  before  the  Mulgrave  law.  I  am  positive  that  the  whip  was 
never  carried  in  the  field  by  James  Brown  since  the  new  law.  [  think  that  I  first  heard  of 
Prince  Brown's  disease  about  a  year  ago,  but  cannot  tell  whether  he  had  it  before,  and  hid 
it.  1  remember  the  story  of  the  shoes ;  and  that  Prince,  during  Mr.  Clarke's  absence,  went 
into  the  house,  took  away  a  pair  of  shoes,  a  shirt,  and  a  piece  of  meat  out  of  the  safe ;  I  also 
remember  Prince  Brown  complaining  of  not  receiving  payment  for  digging  cane  holes  in  his 
own  time ;  he  was  a  very  hard-working  man,  and  used  to  do  such  work.  I  also  heard 
the  constable,  Joseph  Brown,  say,  that  the  people  had  du^  cane  holes,  and  the  busha  would 
not  pay  them,  and  that  if  he  went  on  that  way,  none  ot  the  people  would  take  jobs  again. 
I  diet  not  hear  the  reason  stated  from  anybody  why  Prince  was  not  paid.  I  heard  also  that 
the  busha  had  refused  to  pay  Frank  Stewart,  Alick  Campbell,  and  Joseph  Brown's  own  sweet- 
heart, Frances  Gordon,  for  work  performed  in  their  own  time.  I  did  not  hear  it  firom  them- 
selves ;  I  can't  say  whether  they  ever  got  paid, 

Joseph  Bnwm,  Head  Constable  on  Knapdale ;  swonu 

I  never  carried  a  whip  in  the  field  since  the  1st  of  August  law.  I  remember  the  flogging* 
spoken  of  by  Prince  Brown,  but  it  was  before  the  new  law.  I  remember  the  steaUng  of  the 
shoes  and  shirt ;  Prince  Brown  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had  taken  them,  and  the  over- 
seer ordered  me  to  put  him  in  the  bilboes.  Prince  Brown,  Frances  Gordon,  and  Frank 
Stewart  had  dug  cane  holes  in  their  own  time,  and  were  owed  for  their  work  by  Mr.  Clarke, 
who  had  refused  to  pay  them.  I  am  certain  that  the  cane  holes  dug  by  Prince  Brown  must 
have  been  good,  but  he  understood  that  Mr.  Clarke  complained  that  some  of  the  cane  holes 
were  not  good.  I  remember  being  directed  by  the  overseer  to  desire  Prince  Brown  to  go 
from  the  second  to  the  first  gang,  and  his  refiisal  to  do  so.  1  also  remember  the  basket  with 
the  canes  and  yams,  found  by  Mr.  Nash.  I  am  aware  that  Prince  Brown  was  in  the  habit 
of  going  to  other  people's  grounds ;  he  has  no  yam-piece  of  his  own.  The  yams  found  were 
said  to  be  the  property  of  an  old  watchman,  who  had  a  small  ground  near  the  cane-piece 
where  Prince  Brown  was  observed  by  Mr.  Nash.  I  remember  Prince  Brown  working  his  own 
time  at  spell-work,  but  do  not  think  he  got  paid  for  it ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  got  pay  or 
not ;  I  know  many  who  worked  that  way  and  got  paid ;  I  do  not  know  any  who  did  not  get 
paid,  except  Prince  Brown.  I  heard  the  overseer,  Mr.  Clarke,  assign  as  a  reason  for  not 
paying  Pnnce  Brown,  that  he.  Prince  Brown,  owed  some  days  to  the  estate.  He  has  had  his 
disease  on  him  more  than  a  year,  but  not  before  Mulgrave  law ;  he  did  not  have  it  beiore  he 
went  to  the  workhouse. 

Louisa  Thompson,  Apprentice  to  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

I  remember  Joseph  Brown's  beating  me  ;  it  was  since  the  new  law ;  he  came  up  and  gave 
me  two  boxes  with  his  fist,  but  not  with  the  whip ;  the  blood  gushed  from  my  nose  and 
I  piddled  myself;  he  also  put  me  in  the  dungeon  several  times  of  his  own  accord,  without 
orders  from  Mr.  Clarke.  1  could  not  keep  up  with  the  rest  of  the  gang  in  work  in  conse- 
quence of  deformity  in  my  fingers  (which  she  exhibited).  Joseph  Srown  admitted  having 
§iven  two  slaps  to  Louisa  Thompson,  which  caused  her  nose  to  bleed,  but  that  he  did  not 
o  go  under  angry  feelings ;  he  was  only  playing  with  her. 
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Dennis  Munro,  an  Apprentice  to  Knapdale ;  sworn.  JAMAICA* 

I  was  ordered  by  Joseph  Brown,  since  the  new  law,  to  flog  Prince  Brown ;  I  have  flogged 
him  before  the  new  law,  by  orders  of  the  overseer.  I  begged  for  him  when  I  found  he  could 
not  take  the  flogging,  and  he  was  let  off.  I  never  saw  Joseph  Brown  with  a  whip  in  his 
hand  since  the  new  law ;  he  used  to  carry  a  walking  stick. 

Thursday,  28  September  1837. 
Mr.  Chrhey  late  Overseer  on  Knapdale;  sworn. 

I  can  say  nothing  too  bad  of  the  character  ot  Prince  Brown ;  he  is  by  far  the  worst  man 
on  the  property ;  he  has  been  sufiering  from  venereal  upwards  of  three  years ;  he  never  would 
cultivate  nis  own  ground,  but  habitually  went  about  robbing  the  people's  grounds ;  he  also 
has  brok^i  frequently  into  the  works,  and  robbed  rum  and  sugar  therefrom.  I  am  aware 
that  Joseph  Brown,  at  the  commencement  of  the  new  system,  occasionally  put  some  of  the 
people  into  the  dungeon  of  his  own  accord,  but  I  put  a  stop  to  his  doing  so.  I  think  them 
IS  not  a  more  faithful  servant  on  the  property  tnan  Joseph  Brown ;  he  is  rather  a  bad-- 
tempered man,  and  I  have  frequently  admomshed  him,  but  have  been  obliged  to  support  him 
in  his  authcMity*  One  cause  of  his  want  of  influence  over  the  people  is,  that  he  is  not  a  very 
moral  character,  and  sometimes  quarrels  with  the  people  who  are  Baptists  and  Methodists. 
As  he  is  not  under  the  influence  himself  of  any  religious  feelings,  I  have  often  myself 
advised  that  he  should  join  some  religious  body,  as  his  doing  so  would  be  considerably  to 
his  advantage  in  the  management  of  the  people.  Thomas  fiayley  is  one  of  the  very  best 
apprentices  on  the  property ;  he  is  a  very  excellent  character.  I  swear  most  positively  that 
I  never  stopped  a  farthing  fh)m  Prince  ibrown  for  digging  cane  holes,  but  cannot  positively 
swear  to  having  paid  the  others,  as  I  remember  that  some  of  the  holes  were  not  dug  pro 
perly,  and  I  was  obliged  to  get  jobbers  to  dig  them  over  i^ain.  I  positively  swear  that 
1  never  took  three  days  from  EUza  Osbom  after  the  time  of  her  return  from  the  work*- 
bouse ;  I  am  also  certain  that  I  never  said  that  Mr.  Kawlinson  gave  me  the  authority  to 
lock  up  persons,  as  I  considered  that  the  law  gave  me  the  nower.  Joseph  Brown,  when 
acting  as  constable,  frequently  since  the  new  law  requested  me  to  relieve  him  from  all 
authority,  as  he  would  be  more  satisfied  to  take  his  hoe  and  go  into  the  field. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  60.  End.  4,  in  No.  50. 

Donald  Grant* s  Case ;  hired  to  Mr*  Smith,  of  Dry  Harbour. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Takai  at  Brown* $  Town,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  in  the  Case  of  a  brown  Man  named 
Donald  Grant,  an  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Matheson,  but  hired  to  Mr.  James  Smith,  of  Dry 
Harbour. 

Monday,  2  October  1887. 

William  Clarke,  a  Constable  to  Queenhithe ;  sworn, 

I  KNEW  Donald  Grant;  Mr.  Burbridge,  then  overseer  of  Queenhithe,  sent  for  me,  and 
asked  whether  Grant  was  at  Queenhithe ;  I  told  him  "  Yes ;"  Mr.  Smith,  who  was  there, 
then  told  me  to  go  and  bring  him ;  I  went  and  brought  him,  and  Mr.  Smith  asked  him  where 
he  had  been  all  ihe  time ;  he  said  he  had  gone  to  town  to  the  governor;  he  then  desired  me 
to  put  him  in  the  bilboes ;  I  did  so ;  next  morning  he  sent  for  him  and  took  him  down  to 
Dry  Harbour,  where  he  was  tried  by  Mr.  Rawlinson ;  he  was  then  sent  to  Queenhithe  to 
receive  26  lashes;  Mr.  Smith  came  up  himself,  and  Mr.  Burbridge  gave  him  the  liberty  to 
make  me  tie  him;  I  tied  him  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Burbridge,  extending  his  hands  and 
feet,  which  were  lashed  to  the  gate  of  the  horse  stable ;  I  gave  him  26  lashes,  and  afler  I 
had  finished  Mr.  Smith  gave  me  a  half  dollar. 

The  court  here  informed  the  witness  that  he  should  not  have  received  the  wages  oflFered 
him ;  the  half  dollar  offered  was  the  price  of  blood,  and  he  should  sooner  have  given  up  his 
constable's  office  than  consent  to  inflict  such  a  punishment  on  his  fellow  creature,  when  it 
was  not  a  part  of  his  duty  to  do  so. 

William  Clarke  in  continuation.  When  I  waa  going  to  flog  Grant,  Mr.  Smith  told  me  to 
lay  it  well  on,  but  I  did  not  do  so  as  his  flesh  was  weak,  and  every  knot  on  the  cut  was  a 
bump  as  big  as  my  finger,  and  whaled  the  flesh ;  his  back  bled  after  I  was  done,  and  was 
much  swelled.  Mr.  Rawlinson  came  up  after  the  flogging ;  he  looked  at  the  back,  and  said 
that  he  must  be  taken  back  to  Dry  Harbour  to  his  work  immediately;  Mr.  Rawlinson  then 
sent  me  for  Grant's  woman  that  he  lived  with,  and  asked  her  if  she  knew  the  law  for  keeping 
9,  gentleman's  apprentice  in  her  house ;  he  did  not  make  me  swear  that  I  had  taken  the 
man  out  of  Julian  Taylor's  house ;  the  woman  said,  "  Grant  is  a  free  man ;"  Mr.  Rawlinson 
said,  "  He  is  not ;"  and  he  said,  "  If  you  don't  shut  your  mouth  I'll  make  you  pay  all  the 
days  which  Grant  has  lost ;"  the  woman  said,  "  Sir,  I  won't  pay  anything  of  the  sort ;  you 
must  send  me  to  St.  Ann's,  where  the  law  is ;"  Mr.  Rawlinson  then  desired  her  to  be  taken 
to  her  work,  and  in  a  half  hour  after  he  sent  for  me  he  gave  me  a  paper  to  give  to  George 

164.  c  c  2  Clarke 
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JAMAICA.       ClarKe  to  carry  her  (Julian  Taylor)  to  the  house  of  correction.     George  Clarke  then  carried 

'       her.     Donald  Grant  was  a  healthy  man ;  he  did  not  use  to  skulk  at  Queenhithe,  but  he 

used  to  go  and  come  to  see  his  wife. 

Julian  TayloTy  an  Apprentice  to  Queenhithe ;  sworn. 

I  know  Donald  Grant;  I  used  to  live  with  him;  he  was  taken  up  at  Queenhithe  after 
coming  from  the  Governor,  and  carried  to  Dry  Harbour  and  tried ;  he  was  sent  back  to 
Queemiithe  to  be  flogged ;  he  was  flogged  at  the  horse  stable  after  being  tied  to  the  gate; 
1  did  not  see  the  flogging;  he  was  flogged  very  severe;  I  saw  him  after  the  flogging,  but 
I  had  not  the  power  to  dress  his  back ;  I  did  not  see  him  after  it,  immediately  after  he  was 
flogged.  Mr.  Rawlinson  sent  for  me ;  on  going  before  him  he  asked  me  what  right  I  had  to 
hanx)ur  Mr.  Smith's  apprentice ;  I  told  him  that  he  was  not  an  apprentice,  that  he  was  free ; 
he  said  he  was  not,  ana  would  make  me  pay  for  harbouring  him ;  he  said  if  1  did  not  pay 
for  the  time  that  Grant  took  to  eo  to  town,  that  he  would  send  me  to  the  tread-mill ;  he 
then  turned  to  Mr.  Burbridge  and  said,  "  You  must  keep  a  good  count  upon  this  girl,  and 
see  that  she  pays  the  time  lost  by  Grant;"  I  told  him  that  Grant  was  seeking  for  his  rights, 
and  I  had  not  lost  any  of  my  owner's  time ;  how  then  could  I  be  called  upon  to  pay  for 
him  when  he  was  seeking  for  his  rights  ?  he  then  sentenced  me  to  hard  labour  and  the  tread- 
mill for  10  days ;  no  witness  was  sworn  against  me ;  when  I  was  in  the  workhouse  Grant 
came  to  see  me ;  he  looked  quite  sick,  and  1  looked  at  his  back ;  there  was  no  dressing  upon 
it ;  and  when  I  went  to  lift  the  cloth  that  covered  his  back  it  stuck  to  the  back  like  a  plaster ; 
I  saw  the  back,  and  it  looked  quite  black  and  smelt  bad;  he  said  that  he  felt  a  pain  about 
his  heart,  and  his  hands  were  quite  helpless  to  him ;  when  he  left  me  he  did  so  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  again  to  the  Governor ;  when  he  was  taken  up  at  my  house  he  had  been  in 
there  two  days ;  when  he  came  from  town  after  leaving  me  at  St.  Ann's  Bay  workhouse,  he 
told  me  that  he  brought  a  paper  from  the  Governor  to  Mr-  Rawlinson,  who,  when  he  took 
the  paper,  said,  "  This  man  has  gone  to  Governor  a  second  time;"  he  then  took  him  and 
sent  him  down  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  him  put  in  the  cage  at  Dry  Harbour ;  they  afterwards 
took  him  out  of  the  cage  and  carried  him  up  to  Inverness,  and  I  never  saw  anything  more 
of  him ;  he  died  at  Inverness ;  I  heard  of  his  death  after  he  had  been  buried ;  I  was  on  the 
tread-mill  twice  a  day  when  in  St.  Ann's  house  of  correction ;  my  shins  were  cut  up,  and 
I  have  had  pains  in  my  skin  ever  since. 

George  French,  an  Apprentice  and  a  Constable  at  Queenhithe ;  sworn. 

I  was  close  by  the  horse  stable  when  Donald  Grant  was  brought  up  for  punishment ;  he 
was  tied  to  the  horse  stable  and  was  catted  by  William  Clarke ;  he  got  a  severe  catting ; 
Mr.  Smith  stood  close  by  to  Clarke,  and  saw  Clarke  lay  the  lashes  on;  neither  Mr.  Rawlinson 
nor  Mr.  Burbridge  were  by ;  they  were*  both  in  the  house ;  the  back  was  bleeding.  Mr. 
AUoway,  a  minister,  rode  by ;  he  came  up  and  asked  what  the  man  had  done ;  he  saw  him 
when  they  were  carrying  him  to  Dry  Harbour ;  his  back  was  bare ;  I  know  nothing  of  him 
since  then ;  he  died  at  Inverness.  With  regard  to  Julian  Taylor,  since  she  returned  from 
the  workhouse  she  has  never  been  able  to  work  in  the  field ;  she  is  constantly  in  the  hos- 
pital; but  before  then  she  was  an  active  working  woman;  she  sometimes,  like  all  women, 
forgot  herself  and  made  her  tongue  go,  but  she  is,  generally  speaking,  a  good  woman ;  she 
is  now  a  patient  of  the  hospital.     Dr.  Johnson  is  the  doctor  of  Queenhithe. 

Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 

Mr.  James  Matheson,  the  Proprietor  of  a  Gang  of  Masons. 

I  knew  Donald  Grant ;  he  was  the  property  of  my  fatlier,  and  became,  after  his  death,  tlie 
property  of  bis  legatees,  of  whom  I  am  one;  he  had  but  one  leg;  he  died  at  Inverness  in 
the  hospital  after  a  long  sickness.  His  back  had  perfectly  recovered  from  the  flog&ing  which 
he  received,  and  my  opmion  is,  that  he  died  from  exposure,  occasioned  by  his  own  fault,  after 
he  received  the  flogging,  but  I  don't  think  that  he  died  from  the  effects  of  the  flogging. 
I  heard  of  the  claim  which  he  set  up  to  freedom,  and  I  sent  up  myself  an  affidavit  to  the 
King's  House  (through  Mr.  Rawlinson)  that  I  had  known  the  mother  of  Grant  as  a  slave 
on  Inverness,  and  had  known  him  constantly  working  there  as  such,  until  I  hired  him  as  a 
mason,  when  I  was  building  the  chapel  at  Rio  Bueno.  After  he  left  me,  he  went  to  Mr. 
Smith  by  his  own  wish,  stating  that  he  would  not  return  to  the  mountains ;  he  received  his 
usual  allowance  which  he  had  when  with  me,  and  he  went  away  twice  to  the  King's  House 
since  the  apprenticeship  to  claim  his  freedom.  I  believe  he  was  remonstrated  with  for  so 
doing,  but  he  still  contmued  to  absent  himself.  The  subject  of  his  freedom  was  tried  at  St. 
Ann  s  Bay,  but  I  do  not  know  by  what  court.  I  consider  that  his  death  was  caused  by  fre- 
quent walkings  at  night,  and  exposing  himself;  he  had  every  attention  paid  to  him  during 
his  sickness,  and  was  attended  by  Dr.  Wilson.  Whenever  I  was  at  the  place,  I  sent  him 
nourishment  myself,  and  he  always  got  it  regularly.  He  was  a  man  between  40  and  4^ 
years  of  age,  and  was  very  active  and  industrious,  until  he  took  the  notion  of  freedom  in  his 
head.  His  sister  claimed  her  freedom  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  and,  failing  to  establish  it,  ran  away. 
She  has  been  away  about  10  yeara,  and  by  her  having  taken  her  freedom,  I'suppose  he 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  it  too. 
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Mr.  James  Smith ;  Bwom.  JAMAICA. 

I  knew  Donald  Grant;  he  often  took  a  day  or  two ;  he  was  away  for  66  days^  during:  •*— 

which  time  he  brought  two  notes  from  Mr.  Rawlinson.  I  understood  that  he  was  harboured 
at  Queenhithe  by  the  woman  he  lived  with.  1  wi'ote  a  note  to  Mr.  Burbridge,  in  his  capa- 
city as  a  magistrate,  who  sent  one  of  his  constables,  who  took  him  out  of  the  house.  Mr. 
Burbridge  kept  him  in  confinement  till  Monday.  I  sent  one  of  my  people,  who  brought 
him  from  Queenhithe  home,  and  I  also  sent  a  message  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  authorized 
me  to  keep  him  in  confinement  till  he  came  down,  and  to  feed  him.  He  was  only  confined 
at  nights,  and  was  at  liberty  during  the  day.  I  took  him  to  Concord  on  the  Wednesday 
mommg,  where  I  met  Mr.  Kawlinson,  who  asked  why  he  had  not  returned  to  his  work  after 
he  had  given  him  the  note  ?  He  said,  that  he  had  been  to  the  Governor  a  second  time,  and  had 
only  returned  the  week  previous.  Mr.  Rawlinson  asked  him,  if  he  had  brought  another  note 
firom  Mr.  Hill  or  the  Governor?  He  repHed,  "  No ; "  that  he  had  gone  to  Highgate,  and 
that  the  Governor  sent  him  down  to  Mr.  Hill,  who  drove  him  away,  saying,  that  he  had  got 
a  letter  already.     Mr.  Rawlinson  said  *'  I  don't  believe  you  have  been  there  this  time,  or 

ion  would  have  got  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hill ;  you  have  been  lurking  about  Queenhithe  negro- 
ouses.''  Mr.  Rawlinson  then  asked  him  if  he  would  go  back  to  his  work  ?  He  said,  "  No,'' 
that  he  was  a  free  man.  Mr.  Rawlinson  said,  "  I  have  examined  the  woman  who  you  said 
could  estabhsh  your  freedom,  and  she  said  she  knows  nothing  at  all  about  you,  and  if  you 
don't  go  back  to  your  work,  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  punishing  you."  He  again  said 
that  he  would  not.  Mr.  Rawlinson  then  ordered  him  to  receive  25  lashes,  and  to  repay  20 
days  for  the  time  Ibst.  The  sentence  is  now  in  my  possession ;  he  was  punished  by  a  con- 
stable at  Queenhithe,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  said  that  it  would  be  some  incon- 
venience to  me  to  send  him  to  the  police-station  for  punishment.  Mr.  Rawlinson  was  at 
Queenhithe  when  the  punishment  was  inflicted.  Immediately  after  receiving  the  punishment 
he  put  on  his  shirt  and  walked  to  my  residence,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  the  pro- 
perty, and  where  he  remained  a  week  doing  nothing.  I  saw  his  back  dressed  every  day  by 
my  servants,  with  sweet-oil  and  linen.  As  soon  as  he  felt  himself  pretty  well,  after  stopping 
about  a  week,  he  went  away  again.  In  about  two  weeks  after  that,  Mr.  Rawlinson  brought 
him  to  me  at  Dry  Harbour,  and  said,  "  Mr.  Smith,  I  brought  Donald  Grant  to  you,  who 
declares  that  he  will  not  return  to  his  work,  and  I  think  the  best  thing  you  can  do  is  to  send 
him  back  to  Inverness,  and  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him."  I  told  Mr.  Rawlinson  that 
that  would  be  holding  out  a  bad  example  to  the  other  people,  as  they  might  serve  me  the 
same  way.  I  then  asked  Grant  (whom  I  had  not  yet  seen)  whether  he  would  go  back 
to  his  work  ?  He  said,  No,  he  would  rather  have  a  brace  of  balls  through  him.  I  said, 
"  Very  well,  I'll  give  you  a  note,  and  send  you  home  by  one  of  my  own  people ;"  and  I  did 
so,  and  have  not  seen  him  since.  He  mentioned,  after  being  asked  where  he  nad  been  to  for 
the  last  two  weeks,  that  he  had  been  again  to  the  Governor ;  he  was  then  quite  well ;  he  had 
been  working  with  me  for  four  or  five  years ;  he  drank  a  great  deal,  and  lived  principally 
upon  tobacco  and  rum ;  I  saw  no  difierence  in  his  apparent  state  of  health  when  he  last 
returned  to  me. 

•    Mr.  William  Matheson;  sworn. 

I  knew  Donald  Grant;  he  was  returned  to  me  at  Inverness  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  very  good 
health  ;  he  was  brought  home  one  evening  late  ;  I  put  him  in  confinement  that  night,  and 
the  next  morning  remonstrated  with  him  about  his  conduct ;  I  found  out  that  he  had  been 
with  the  Governor  at  Greenwich-park ;  he  has  an  excellent  family  on  the  property,  and  I 
gave  him  a  week  to  look  about  him ;  I  then  sent  him  to  repair  stone  walls ;  ne  came  and 
complained  of  havhig  nothing  to  eat,  which  entirely  arose  from  his  long  absence  from  the 
property ;  I  gave  him  a  dollar,  which  he  promised  to  repay  by  working  in  his  own  time ;  he 
did  not  work  after  that,  but  went  to  the  hothouse  ;  he  absented  himself,  as  I  have  been  told, 
for  some  time,  having  gone  to  Falmouth ;  on  his  return,  he  complained  of  sickness ;  he  was 
attended  to  by  the  doctor ;  he  received  nourishment,  and  died,  as  I  suppose,  from  his 
coBtinual  wanderings. 

Dr.  Bamett ;  sworn. 

I  saw  Donald  Grant  some  time  before  his  death,  in  the  hospital  at  Inverness ;  I  prescribed 
for  him ;  he  appeared  rather  bloated,  and  received  every  attention  on  the  property. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  60.  Enc^-  5>  i"  No*  50. 

Susannah  Carter's  Case ;  an  Apprentice  to  Home  Castle. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Broum's  Toton^  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  in  a  matter  fof  Complaint  made  -by 
Susannah  Carter,  of  Home  Castle,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann. 

Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 

Susannah  Carter,  an  Apprentice  to  Home  Castle ;  sworn. 

I  WAS  sent  to  the  workhouse  with  Sarah  Reid,  Ann  Clarke,  and  Louisa  Brown.     Sarah 

Reid  had  a  young  child.     I  tried  to  dance  the  treadmill,  but  I  could  not  keep  step,  and  I 

^^^^  c  c  3  constantly 
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JAMAICA.       constantly  hung  by  the  straps  with  my  feet  knocking  against  the  wheel  (this  woman  exhibited 
_-.  her  legs^  which  had  marks  of  sores,  occasioned  by  the  treadmill).     I  was  never  catted,  bat 

Sarah  Reid  was.  I  danced  the  mill  twice  a  day,  morning  and  evening.  Never  saw  the 
V  boatswain  or  the  drivers  call  any  of  the  women  to  come  to  tnem.  I  was  not  required  to  do 
any  work  on  the  Sunday.  Mr.  Drake  was  then  dead.  They  kept  the  chain  and  the  collar 
on  on  the  Sunday,  and  I  slept  with  my  feet  in  the  shackles.  At  first  we  woited  on  the 
eight-hour  system ;  after  that  it  was  changed  to  the  nine  ;  then  again  we  were  put  on  the 
eight-hour,  and  we  felt  hard.  One  Friday  we  drew  off,  when  we  heard  our  neighbour's  shell- 
blow,  and  went  to  Brown's  Town  to  complain.  We  only  saw  Mr.  Isaacs,  vmo  told  us  to 
come  back,  and  on  Saturday  we  would  see  Mr.  Rawlinson.  We  all  returned  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  Rawlinson  heard  our  story,  and  told  us  that  he  could  not  pass  the  overseer's  word,  and 
that  we  must  work  the  Friday.  On  the  following  Friday,  when  we  heard  the  neighbour'9 
shell-blow  at  10  o'clock,  we  all  drew  off  and  kft  the  field.  On  the  following  Tuesday 
Mr.  Rawlinson  came  to  Home  Castle,  and  ordered  us  to  pay  two  Saturdays.  On  going  the 
other  people  were  tattling  and  making  a  noise ;  I  was  not,  having  gone  another  way  by 
myself.  I  was  called  back  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  with  the  other  people,  and  on  exclaiming 
•^  Why?"  Mr.  Shelly,  the  book-keeper,  laid  hold  of  me,  and  put  me  in  the  dungeon  along 
with  the  others.  Mr.  Rawlinson  sent  us  to  the  workhouse  for  10  days,  but  we  were  let  out 
on  the  eighth  day.  When  they  came  home  they  were  made  to  work  the  two  Saturdays, 
according  to  the  first  sentence,  and  one  other  for  the  Saturday  they  lost  in  the  workhouse. 
I  have  five  children,  and  during  my  absence  they  all  wandered  about.  Mr.  Fairweather 
was  present  on  the  Saturday  we  came  to  Mr.  Kawlinson,  at  Brown's  Town.  On  the 
magistrate's  telling  us  that  he  could  not  pass  busha's  word,  I  admit  that  we  all  join  in  declaring 
that  we  would  take  the  half  Friday.  On  the  Tuesday  following  Mr.  Rawlinson  called  us  aU 
and  committed  us  for  two  Saturdays. 

Sarah  JReid,  an  Apprentice  to  Home  Castle ;  sworn. 

On  the  Tuesday  following  the  Saturday  that  we  came  to  Brown's  Town  Mr.  Rawlinsoa 
came  to  Home  Castle,  and  c^led  us  all  up  and  committed  us  for  two  Saturdays ;  after  turning 
us  away,  and  we  were  going  along,  the  overseer  said  to  the  constable,  Henry  (Jordon,  "  If 

fou  can  eet  a  hold  to  send  to  St.  Ann's."  The  constable  then  laid  hold  of  Ann  Clarke, 
did  not  hear  what  he  said.  I  took  Ann  Clarke  by  the  arm,  and  said,  "  We  are  all  going 
to  die  for  the  half  Friday."  Mr.  Shelly  then  seized  me  and  put  me  in  the  dungeon.  After 
being  confined  for  a  short  time  I  was  taken  before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  sentenced  me  to  the 
house  of  correction  for  10  days,  without  hearing  a  word  in  my  defence.  I  carried  a  sucking* 
child  there,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  it  in  the  yard  when  I  was  placed  on  the  mill,  which 
was  twice  a  day.  I  could  not  keep  step  the  first  day,  and  hung  on  the  mill ;  I  was  then 
flogged  on  my  feet.    Two  of  my  sisters  v^re  sent  at  the  same  time. 

Mary  Ann  Botoerbank,  an  Apprentice  to  Home  Castle ;  sworn. 

I  recollect  the  1st  of  August  last  year ;  part  of  the  people  went  to  work  and  part  took  the 
day.  I  was  at  Dunbarton,  where  the  day  was  given,  and  believing  it  to  be  a  holiday, 
I  went  to  the  river  to  be  baptized.  The  overseer  never  said  anything  to  me  for  taking  the 
1st  of  Au^st.  One  Friday,  when  I  was  making  a  limekiln  close  to  my  ground,  busha  said, 
**  What  right  had  the  man  there  ?  "  I  replied,  that  as  he  was  married  to  me  he  had  liberty 
to  labour  for  me.  For  this  we  were  put  in  separate  dungeons  that  night,  and  let  out  next 
morning,  when  we  came  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  at  [Brown's  Town,  but  got  no  redress.  Some 
time  after  this  I  went  upon  spell  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  feeding  mill,  and  worked  till 
after  shell  turn-in ;  the  afternoon,  while  upon  my  work,  I  was  singing  psalms.  When 
Mr.  RawUnson  next  came  busha  took  me  up  to  him,  and  said  that  he  heard  me  singing 
psalms,  and  that  he  would  never  be  satisfied  unless  he  ^ot  me  punished.  Mr.  Rawlinsoa 
then  said,  he  would  send  me  to  learn  to  sing  psalms  on  the  treadmill.  For  tliis  I  was  sent 
to  the  workhouse  for  10  days  to  dance  the  mill  four  times  a  day ;  but  when  I  cot  there  the 
people  saw  that  I  was  not  able,  and  they  only  put  me  on  three  times  a  day.  When  I  came 
from  St.  Ann's  my  husband  was  obliged  to  carry  me  to  the  hospital ;  I  was  so  sick  I  took 
some  salts,  after  being  bled.  After  getting  a  little  better  I  went  to  the  overseer  to  ask  him 
to  put  me  to  light  work ;  he  refused ;  and  on  my  saying  I  was  unable  to  go  to  the  field,  he 
called  the  constable,  and  put  me  in  a  horse  and  cart  and  took  me  to  the  field  and  threw  me 
on  the  ground.  The  constable  who  drove  the  cart  is  named  Angus  Morrison.  I  was  not 
able  to  work,  and  1  laid  down  on  the  ground  till  night.  I  was  taken  there  after  buckra 
breakfast.  Next  day  1  went  to  the  homouse,  but  buckra  would  not  take  me ;  I  was  obliged 
to  creep  to  the  field,  where  I  kept  doing  a  little  behind  the  gang,  till  I  gradually  got 
better. 

Eliza  Morrison,  an  Apprentice  to  Damock ;  sworn. 

I  was  in  the  workhouse  for  a  week  and  a  half,  and  danced  the  treadmill  twice  a  day. 
I  was  called  by  Thomas  White,  the  boatswain,  and  went  to  him  three  nights  ;  I  slept  in  his 
room  instead  of  being  locked  up  with  the  rest  of  the  women.  I  was  never  flogged  on  the 
mill,  but  was  worked  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  people.  I  bruised  my  shins  a  little  the  first 
day,  no  too  much.  The  chain  was  taken  off  when  my  sister  went  to  the  driver  and  I  to  the 
boatswain.  Thomas  White  sent  a  young  woman  to  call  me.  I  said,  "  No."  He  sent  the 
young  woman  back  again.  I  then  went  to  the  young  woman's  room,  where  the  boatswaia 
was.    He  then  laid  hold  of  me  and  carried  me  to  his  own  room.     I  did  not  want  to  go,  and 

I  pulled 
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I  pulled  bftck.    The  driver's  wife,  Elizabeth  Ward,  came  to  call  mc.    If  I  did  not  go,  perhaps        JAMAICA. 
Tk»Bas  White  would  hare  made  me  dance  more  than  the  rest.  ....... 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  60.  End.  6,  in  No.  50. 

Amaryllis  Gale's  Case. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Broum's  Town  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  respecting  an  Apprenticed  Labourer  to 

Dunbarton  Estate,  named  Amaryllis  Gale. 

Satueday,  30  September  1837. 

Amaryllis  Gale,    an  Apprentice   to  Dunbarton,  whose  appearance  indicates  the  age  of 

60  years ;  sworn. 

I  AM  the  mother  of  ten  children ;  nine  are  at  work  on  the  property,  and  one  of  them  is 
free  ;  I  am*  working  in  the  yard,  cleaning  up  dung  and  doing  other  light  work.  I  went  to 
Mr.  RawKnson  on  one  occasion  to  beg  hun  for  a  paper  to  busha  to  give  me  a  little  time  to 
look  for  victuals  for  my  children ;  I  took  all  of  my  ten  children  to  show  him ;  he  gave  me 
a  paper,  and  I  carried  it  to  Mr.  Mallett,  the  busna ;  busha  told  me  that  the  mamstrate 
could  not  give  me  leave  to  sit  down,  that  Mr.  Hamilton  Brown,  the  attorney,  was  the  only 
person  who  could  do  it ;  I  went  away,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  I  was  sent  to  Rio  Bueno 
to  mind  my  son-in-law,  who  was  sick  there.  I  returned  on  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday 
the  busha  sent  Alexander  Lynch  to  me  to  say  that  if  I  did  not  go  to  my  work  he  would  lock 
me  up.  The  half  of  every  Friday  is  given  to  me,  and  on  the  other  days  I  do  not  turn  out 
till  ailter  the  busha's  breakfast  time;  we  are* working  the  nine-hours'  system.  When 
I  received  the  message,  I  went  to  busha  and  said,  "  How  can  you  say  you  will  lock  me  up 
when  you  know  that  I  went  to  the  magistrate?"  he  replied,  "  I  shall  make  you  know  that 
I  am  a  busha  on  Dunbarton ;"  he  then  had  me  locked  up  in  the  dungeon ;  I  was  put  in  on 
Ae  Wednesday  at  Negro  breakfast  time  and  kept  m  till  Thursday  the  same  time ;  after  being 
let  out  busha  said,  *'  Go  to  your  work.*'  I  told  him,  '*  If  you  will  give  my  Uttle  piccaninny 
free  that  you  cheat  me  out  of,  I  will  go  to  my  work."  I  also  told  him  I  must  go  to  my 
house  for  victutds.  On  Friday  I  went  to  my  ground,  busha  passed  me,  and  then  sent 
back  a  boy  who  was  following  him  to  tell  me  that  I  must  pay  back  the  day  I  took  to  go  to 
Rio  Bueno,  to  mind  my  son-m-law  Edward  Lewis  ;  I  told  the  boy,  "  Hi !  busha  must  like 
me  for  time  ;  him  can't  carry  me  to  Brown's  Town  to  marry,  because  I  am  married  already." 
I  also  said  he  is  always  cursing  me,  for  about  a  month  ago  he  met  me  on  the  path  and 
abused  me  in  a  most  shameful  manner,  caUing  me  all  sorts  of  bad  names.  I  came  home  at 
night ;  four  of  my  piccaninnies  were  in  the  house ;  I  then  went  to  one  of  the  houses  on  the 
property  where  a  prayer  meeting  was,  and  while  I  was  there  two  of  the  constables,  Alexander 
Lynch  and  Adolpnus  Red  war,  came  inside  and  called  me,  but  they  did  not  make  any  noise. 
They  told  me  that  busha  wanted  me ;  I  did  not  make  any  hesitation,  but  went ;  i  asked 
them  what  busha  wanted  ;  they  said  they  did  not  know  ;  I  then  said,  ^*  If  it  is  to  be  locked 
up,  I  have  not  had  anything  to-day,  except  a  pint  of  rice  which  my  son  Edward  Fearon 
gave  me,  and  which  I  divided  among  seven  of  us."  When  I  went  up  busha  said,  "  What 
sort  of  a  message  was  that/ you  sent  me  to-day?"  he  asked  if  it  was  a  challenge  I  sent 
to  him  to  go  to  Brown's  Town  to  the  magistrate ;  he  called  the  boy  up,  and  he  repeated 
what  I  told  him  ;  busha  then  ordered  me  to  be  locked  up.  I  said,  ''  Is  it  for  such  a  simple 
thing  you  lock  me  up?"  I  told  him  I  was  only  making  fun,  that  I  had  not  anythmg. 
to  eat,  and  that  he  must  let  me  go  to  my  house  to  take  my  cloak ;  he  said  no,  that  I  must 
go  to  the  dungeon.  I  then  told  the  constables  who  had  charge  of  me  that  they  must  let  me 
go  to  my  house  to  give  my  children  something,  as  they  had  not  had  anything  to  eat ;  t^ey 
said  no,  they  could  not.  I  felt  very  weak  and  I  sat  down,  when  Adolphus  Redwar  took 
me  by  the  waist  and  Alexander  Lynch  had  hold  of  my  two  feet ;  I  hailed  out,  ^*  I  am 

Suite  hungry;  are  you  going  to  kill  me?"  the  constables  then  dragged  me  along,  and  in 
oing  so  I  struggled,  and  my  petticoat  turned  up  and  exposed  my  person  in  a  most  shocking 
manner ;  my  son  Edward  Fearon  came  up  at  this  moment  and  cried  out,  ''  Oh  !  see  what 
you  are  domg  to  my  mother ;"  he  then  called  out  to  Patience  Lawrence  and  Cornelia 
Whitehome  to  come  and  witness  what  they  were  doing  to  me ;  he  said  also  to  the  constables, 
**  My  mother  is  a  married  woman ;  see  what  you  are  doing  to  her;  the  busha  ordered  you  to 
put  her  in  the  dungeon  but  not  to  turn  up  her  clothes  in  that  manner."  1  was  then  still 
dragged  and  put  into  the  dungeon :  this  was  on  the  Friday  night.  On  the  Saturday  I  was 
let  out  and  carried  to  Brown's  Town  before  Mr.  Rawlinson;  T  told  him  all  they  did  to  me 
and  showed  him  my  shift  how  tliey  tore  it  up;  Mr.  Rawlinson  said,  **That  is  right;"  he 
then  ordered  me  back  to  the  dungeon  to  be  locked  up  for  the  balance  of  the  Saturday  and 
the  next  day,  Sunday.  On  Monday  I  was  let  out  and  went  to  my  work  ;  before  the  prentice 
law  I  never  did  any  work  ;  I  was  allowed  to  sit  down  at  home  and  take  care  of  iny  children. 
Busha  used  to  give  me  fish  with  the  other  appientices,  when  they  got  it ;  he  used  to  find 
me  sitting  down  often  when  I  was  sent  to  work,  as  I  was  weak  and  not  able  to  work  from 
smi  up  to  sun  down. 

1M«  c  c  4  Question 
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JAMAICA*  Question  by  the  Court,  at  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mallett.]  Had  not  the  overseer  occasion  to 

.  send  for  you  one  day  this  week  from  the  Negix)-house  to  go  to  your  work  ? — Answer. — My 

daughter  had  a  child,  and  as  she  (my  daughter)  was  subject  to  fits,  I  went  to  the  busha  to 
ask  to  have  the  child  weaned ;  he  told  me  that  I  must  take  the  child  and  wean  it,  and  that 
I  must  work  at  the  same  time.  I  carried  the  child  to  wean  it,  and  used  to  ^o  to  my  work. 
I  worked  on  the  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  the  yard  ;  on  the  Wednesday  the  breeze  and  rain 
was  so  great  that  I  could  not  come  out  with  the  child ;  on  the  Thursday,  just  as  I  was  ready 
to  come  out  to  go  to  work  busha  sent  a  boy  to  call  me ;  I  went ;  before  he  sent  to  call  me 
I  was  just  going  to  work,  at  the  same  hour  as  I  always  used  to  go.  Busha  has  sent  down 
to  call  me  because  1  did  not  turn  out  the  day  before ;  he  did  not  quarrel  with  me  for  not 
turning  out  on  the  day  before. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Court,  Mr.  Mallet  said  that  on  no  part  of  the  Wednesday 
did  he  expect  Amaryllis  Gale  to  turn  out,  as  the  weather  was  too  inclement  for  her  to  do  so. 

Q.  Were  any  of  your  piccaninnies  ever  fed  by  your  busha? — A.  Yes;  the  little  free  one 
named  Nancy  used  to  go  to  the  busha's  house,  but  since  this  affair  he  has  turned  her  away. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  speak  to  your  busha  about  the  child  who  you  state  was  cheated  out  of 
her  freedom? — A.  Yes  ;  I  went  to  busha  on  the  1st  of  August,  him  and  the  special  magis* 
trate,  Mr.  Connor,  were  there,  and  after  they  looked  into  a  book,  they  told  me  that  the  cnild 
was  not  free. 

Q.  When  you  was  put  into  the  dungeon  from  Wednesday  to  Thursday  morning,  did  any- 
body come  to  you? — A.  Yes;  my  husband  came  and  brought  me  something  to  eat;  busha 
did  not  send  me  anything ;  my  son,  Edward  Fearon,  was  put  in  the  dungeon  with  me  at  the 
time  I  was  exposed.  The  third  time  that  I  was  put  in  was  after  I  had  been  tried  at  Brown's 
Town ;  busha  then  sent  me  some  rice ;  nobody  but  my  husband  ever  brought  anything  to  me 
until  then.  I  was  confined  twice  in  one  week  before  1  was  carried  to  the  magistrate ;  I  was 
put  in  on  the  Wednesday  and  let  out  on  Thureday ;  the  next  time  I  was  put  in  the  Friday 
evening,  and  carried  to  the  magistrate  on  the  Saturday ;  I  am  certain  that  the  book-keeper 
did  not  bring  me  anything  to  eat  until  the  Saturday  that  I  was  put  in  when  [  returned  from 
Brown's  Town ;  I  was  sentenced  to  be  looked  up  from  Saturday  till  the  Monday  morning, 
and  on  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  busha  sent  me  some  rice  and  herrings. 

Mr.  Mallett,  Overseer  on  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

I  put  Amaryllis  Gale  into  the  dungeon  the  first  time  in  consequence  of  her  refusal  to  work ; 

I  put  her  in  the  second  time  in  consequence  of  her  impertinent  message ;  I  also  put  her 
there  to  secure  her,  in  order  that  I  might  bring  her  before  the  magistrate  the  next  day.  The 
chaise  brought  against  her  before  the  magistrate  was  refusal  to  work,  t  should  think  it 
likely  that  1  mentioned  the  two  imprisonments  previously  to  my  preferring  the  charge  to 
Mr.  Rawlinson,  but  I  am  not  certain.  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  a  right  to  imprison  per- 
sons twice  on  one  offence  before  bringing  them  to  the  special  magistrate,  but  I  consider  that 
on  a  second  offence  being  committed,  f  have  a  right  a^in  to  imprison.  Had  Amaryllis 
Gale  not  been  impertinent,  I  don't  think  that  I  would  have  put  her  in  the  dungeon  the 
second  evening,  but  have  waited  until  the  magistrate  visited  the  property.  She  is  47  years 
of  age  by  the  estate's  books.  I  do  not  remember  that  Mr.  Rawhnson  exclaimed,  '^  that  is 
ri^ht,"  when  Amaryllis  Gale  complained  of  the  constables  having  torn  her  shift;  I  should 
thmk  that  so  remarkable  an  expression  would  not  escape  my  recollection  had  it  been  made, 
particularly  as  I  sat  very  close  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  at  the  time  of  trial.  I  am  positive  that 
when  she  was  put  in  the  dungeon  on  the  Wednesday  evening  that  I  sent  Mr.  Moore,  the 
book-keeper,  to  ask  if  she  would  go  to  her  work  and  be  liberated,  and  that  Mr.  Moore 
returned,  sayine  that  she  refused,  afleging  something  about  her  child  being  free  first. 

Q.  Did  anybody  tell  you  that  you  was  free,  and  could  not  be  made  to  work,  nor  be 
locked  up  for  refusing,  &c.  ? — A.  No,  sir;  nobody  ever  told  me  so. 

1^1  r.  John  Moore,  Bodk-keeper  on  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

I  remember  when  Amaryllis  Gale  was  put  in  the  dungeon  first  time ;  it  was  exactly  at 

II  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning;  Mr.  Mallet  sent  me  there  about  two  or  three  hours 
after,  to  ask  if  she  would  "^come  out  and  go  to  work,  and  let  the  matter  rest.  She  said, 
"  Unless  they  give  my  child  free  I  will  do  no  more  work  for  Dunbarton."  I  gave  Eleanor 
Richardson,  the  cook,  a  pint  of  rice  and  a  herring  for  her,  which  was  cooked  and  given  to 
her;  I  was  present  in  the  afternoon  when  this  was  done.  I  had  directions  from  my  over- 
seer to  be  very  particular  about  the  time  she  was  kept  in  the  dungeon,  as  he  did  not  wish 
her  to  be  kept  in  even  to  the  full  extent  of  the  24  hours.  With  regard  to  food,  Mr.  Mallett 
told  me  to  be  very  particular  about  the  quantity,  and  that  I  must  not  confine  myself  to  a 
pint,  but  give  more  if  it  was  necessary. 

Amaryllis  Gate,  on  being  recalled,  admitted  that  she  had  two  feeds  of  rice  on  the 
Sunday,  but  positively  insisted  that  nothing  was  given  to  her  by  anybody  else  but  her  hus- 
band until  the  Saturday  of  her  return  fiom  Brown's  Town. 

Edward  Fearon,  an  apprentice  to  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

Amai*yllis  Gale  is  my  mother.  One  Friday  night  I  was  at  my  house,  and  heard  her 
bawling  out;  after  I  heard  her,  I  went  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  Alexander  Lynch  held 
her  two  feet,  and  Adolphus  Redwar  held  her  round  her  waist ;  I  hailed  out  to  them  and  said, 
'*  Do  you  see  how  you  ill  treat  my  mother  ?"  I  called  out  for  witnesses,  and  Venus  Redwar, 

Cornelia, 
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Coraelia  Whitehouse,  and  Patience  Lawrence  came  up.    As  I  kept  hailing  out  for  witnesses        JAMAICA, 
to  see  how  my  mother  was  used,  the  book-keeper  desired  me  to  hold  my  tongue,  or  he  — 

would  put  me  in  the  dungeon.  I  said,  "  No,  sir,  I  don't  see  what  I  have  done  to  be  put  in 
the  dungeon ;"  and  I  then  walked  off.  In  my  way  to  my  house  I  met  Adolphus  Redwar, 
who  came  and  laid  hold  me ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  book-keeper  sent  him.  He  called 
out  for  Alexander  Lynch  to  assist  him ;  I  still  refused  to  go,  and  the  book-keeper  said  to 
me,  "  Edward,  go  to  your  overseer."  I  thought  the  overseer  would  look  well  into  the 
matter  before  he  would  send  me  into  the  dungeon ;  but  when  I  went  up,  he  said,  **  Ay,  it  is 
such  a  fellow  as  you  I  want.''  He  then  said,  *^  Put  him  in  the  dungeon,  to  be  taken  to 
Brown's  Town  in  the  morning."  When  I  went  out  of  the  gate,  I  said  I  would  not  go  into 
the  dungeon  until  I  went  to  the  house  to  get  something  to  eat  for  my  mother's  little  children 
and  put  them  to  bed,  as  there  was  nobody  else  to  do  it ;  I  said  that  I  would  go  to  the.  dun- 
eeon,  if  they  would  allow  me  to  do  that.  The  book-keeper  said,  "  Go  on,  and  I  will  let 
^m  fetch  some  supper  for  you."  I  was  then  put  into  the  dungeon  with  my  mother,  and 
kept  there  the  whole  night.  No  supper  was  sent  to  me  at  all ;  I  got  nothing  to  eat 
that  night,  although  my  supper  was  reaay  for  me  in  the  house ;  I  had  left  it  there  to  go  and 
seek  after  mv  mouier.  After  I  was  put  in  the  dungeon,  I  was  ashamed  to  lay  down  along- 
side my  mother,  and  went  and  sat  down  in  the  comer.  She  told  me,  '*  Never  mind,  my 
child,  come  and  lay  down."  We  both  slept  upon  one  cabin.  The  next  morning,  after  break- 
fcst,  we  were  taken  out  by  the  constable,  and  carried  before  Mr.  Rawlinson  at  Brown's  Town, 
I  asked  him,  afl«r  being  tried,  to  be  allowed  to  speak ;  he  said  "  Yes."  When  I  related  my 
story  to  him,  he  told  me  that  I  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  orders  given  on  the  pro- 
perty. I  told  him  that  I  did  not  interfere;  that  if  I  had  advised  my  mother  not  to  go  mto 
the  dimgeon,  then  I  should  have  interfered,  but  all  that  I  did  was  to  call  witnesses  to  see 
the  manner  in  which  she  was  dealt  with.  Mr.  Rawlinson  then  said  to  me,  *^  Hold  your 
tongue."  Mr.  Hamilton  Brown,  the  trustee  for  Dunbarton,  was  sitting  with  him,  ana  he 
turned  to  him  and  said,  "  What  is  your  opinion?"  Mr.  Brown  said,  "  They  should  be 
punished,  or  they  will  do  worse  the  next  time."  I  was  sentenced  to  receive  20  lashes  by 
the  cat,  to  be  given  by  the  police.  I  was  carried  to  the  police  station^  and  received  the 
flowing ;  one  policeman  catted  me.  I  was  troubled  with  such  a  pain  in  my  stomach  after 
receiving  the  flogging,  that  I  could  scarcely  walk.  On  my  way  back  to  Dunbarton,  I  called 
at  the  Baptist  chapel,  and  begged  for  a  little  camphor  and  water,  which  I  got  and  drank. 
I  stopped  a  little  while,  and  then  went  to  Dunbarton.  When  1  went  to  work  the  next 
morning,  the  overseer  said  to  me,  "  Well,  Master  Edward,  you  see  what  you  have  brought 
yourseu  to  ?"  I  said  I  could  not  help  it ;  this  is  laid  down  for  many  men  as  well  as  me.  I  went 
to  work,  but  I  could  not  cut  canes;  I  tried  all  that  I  could,  and  as  I  found  that  1  could  not 
cut,  I  began  to  tie  up  canes  in  bundles.  On  Tuesday  I  felt  worse,  and  I  was  not  able  to 
work  at  all ;  my  bacK  and  my  stomach  pained  me  severely.  I  then  went  and  told  the  over- 
seer that  I  was  not  able  to  do  anything.  He  replied,  "  If  you  don't  go  to  your  work,  I'll 
lock  you  up  in  the  dungeon."  I  went  to  the  hospital,  and  was  sitting  down  leaning  a^inst 
the  wall,  wnen  Alexander  Lynch  came  and  told  me  that  the  overseer  had  ordered  him  to 
lock  me  up  in  the  dungeon ;  this  was  Tuesday,  before  breakfast.  I  went,  and  was  locked 
up.  After  breakfast  Dr.  Edward  Tucker  came,  and  on  seeing  my  back,  ordered  a  plaster  to 
be  put  on  it.  I  was  carried  from  the  dungeon  up  to  the  busha's  steps  for  the  doctor  to  see 
me.  The  plaster  covered  the  whole  of  my  back.  Before  the  doctor  saw  my  back,  the 
overseer  looked  at  it  and  said,  "  They  did  not  miss  their  mark."  After  the  plaster  was  put 
on,  I  was  sent  again  to  the  hospital,  and  locked  up  every  ni^ht.  I  was  there  till  the  next 
Tuesday,  when  the  overseer  ordered  me  out  to  work.  The  doctor  had  not  seen  me  again. 
I  went  and  got  my  mother  to  wash  the  wound  and  dress  it,  and  on  my  way  back  I  met  the 
overseer  coming  from  the  field :  this  was  before  breakfast.  He  said,  "  I  won't  be  bothered 
in  this  kind  of  way ;  you  must  turn  back  and  go  to  the  dungeon."  I  did  not  speak  to  him 
at  all,  but  went  straight  back  to  the  dungeon,  and  was  locked  up  by  Robert  Williams,  a 
constable.  I  was  kept  there  until  after  breakfast,  when  the  doctor  came  again,  and  I  was 
carried  to  the  steps,  where  he  saw  the  back  and  ordered  the  same  kind  of  plaster  to  be  put 
to  it  as  before ;  I  then  went  again  to  the  hospital ;  this  was  on  Tuesday.  I  remained  in  the 
hospital  until  the  next  Monday,  when  the  doctor-woman  examined  the  wound  and  dressed 
it ;  it  was  then  getting  better  auite  fast.  I  said  I  would  go  to  work,  but  as  I  could  not  hold 
the  hoe,  they  must  put  me  to  light  work.  I  went  to  the  overseer  and  told  him  so.  He  re- 
plied, "  Go  to  the  driver,  and  he  will  show  you  what  to  do."  I  went  to  Alexander  Redwar, 
the  driver,  and  he  told  me  I  must  pick  up  all  the  cane-plants  and  stick  them  on  the  banks, 
and  after  doing  that  I  must  go  and  trim  the  fences  with  the  other  men.  Richard  White  and 
James  Brown  received  the  same  punishment  I  did  and  at  the  same  time.  I  did  not  try  to 
hinder  the  constables  from  taking  my  mother  to  tlie  dungeon ;  I  only  stood  and  called  for 
vritnesses.  I  did  not  ask  the  bo(3t-keeper  to  put  my  mother  and  Susan  White  together.  I 
think  they  must  have  known  whether  it  was  right  to  do  so,  and  as  they  did  not  do  it,  I  did 
not  ask  them.  No  blows  passed  at  the  time  they  were  carrying  my  mother  to  the 
dungeon. 

Mr.  Moore,  recalled. 

On  the  night  that  Edward  Fearon  was  put  into  the  dungeon  I  was  called  by  the  overseer, 
who  desired  me  to  lock  up  Amaryllis  Gale,  his  mother ;  she  went  away  well  for  a  few  yards, 
and  then  sat  down,  crying  out  that  she  was  hungry.  Edward  Fearon  ran  up  from  the  Negro 
yard  up  to  the  overseer's  yard,  where  the  constables  had  his  mother;  he  told  them  that  they 
must  not  ill-use  bis  mother,  and  called  for  witnesses  to  see  what  the  constables  were  doing. 

154.  D  D  I  called 
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JAMAICA.        I  called  him  on  one  side,  and  said,  "  Edward,  I  would  not  like  to  see  you  get  into  trouble^ 

you  had  better  go  away/'     He  did  not  go,  and  there  continued  to  be  a  great  noise  in  the 

yard ;  in  the  course  of  a  little  time  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  40  or  50  people  pre- 
sent. As  the  noise  increased,  and  AmarylUs  Gale  would  not  go  to  the  dungeon,  I  ordered 
Adolphus  Redwar  either  to  lock  up  Edward  Fearon  or  carry  him  to  the  overseer;  Amaryllis 
was  locked  up  after  much  struggling ;  and  wliile  Adolphus  Redwar  was  going  up  to  Edward 
Fearon,  Robert*  White  came  up,  and  said  to  Fearon,  ^*  Go  home,  and  I'll  be  a  witness  for 
you."  I  went  up  myself  to  Fearon,  and  said  very  civilly,  "  Well,  Edward,  if  jrou  don't  want 
to  go  to  the  lock-up,  go  to  the  overseer ;"  he  said  he  would ;  he  went  very  quietly.  I  went 
to  the  overseer,  and  told  him  that  all  the  noise  about  the  place  was  apparently  caused  by 
persons  who  had  been  called  by  Edward  Fearon  to  witness  the  usage  of  his  mother.  The 
overseer  ordered  him  to  be  put  into  the  dungeon  by  the  constables,  saying,  he  would  see  if 
such  an  interference  was  to  be  allowed,  and  such  a  noise  made  at  such  an  hour  of  the  night ; 
it  was  about  half  past  nine.  I  told  the  overseer  I  considered  Edward  Fearon  to  blame  for 
the  disturbance.  I  did  not  hear  anything  very  particular  pass  between  them.  To  my  know- 
ledge I  did  not  hear  the  overseer  say,  "  It  is  such  a  man  as  you  I  want."  If  he  had  made 
such  a  remark,  I  think  that  I  must  have  heard  it.  I  came  to  Brown's  Town  at  the  time  that 
Edward  Fearon  and  AmaryUis  Gale  were  brought  before  Mr.  RawUnson.  I  did  not  hear 
any  particular  remark  made  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  Mr.  Brown,  for  as  soon  as  I  gave  my  evi- 
dence I  went  aside.  Edward  Fearon  was  nearer  to  Mr.  Rawlihson  than  I  was.  1  saw 
Edward  Fearon's  back  on  the  Monday  after  he  came  home ;  it  was  cut  a  little ;  I  should  say 
that  it  would  have  prevented  his  holding  his  hoe  for  a  couple  of  days ;  say  two  or  three 
days.  I  heard  that  ne  was  seen  by  the  doctor  on  the  Tuesday  morning;  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  his  getting  a  plaster  for  his  back,  or  of  his  having  been  seen  by  the  doctor ; 
I  observed,  however,  on  the  Saturday,  in  the  hothouse  book,  that  the  doctor  had  prescribed 
Turner's  cerate,  with  the  direction  that  he  might  resume  work  in  the  following  week ;  on  the 
same  morning  that  I  saw  this  entry  in  the  hothouse  book,  I  saw  the  doctor-woman  apply- 
ing a  plaster  to  the  back  of  one  of  the  people ;  I  am  not  positive  which  one  it  was. 

Adolphus  Redwar f  a  Constable  in  Dunbarton;  sworn. 

I  remember  when  Amaryllis  Gale  was  put  into  the  dungeon ;  I  was  sent  for  her;  she  came 
willingly,  and  had  some  talk  with  the  busha,  who  ordered  me  to  carry  her.  She  moved  off, 
and  when  she  got  to  the  hoi^e  comer  she  stood  up ;  I  told  her  she  must  go,  but  she  till  sat 
down ;  I  then  held  her  under  arms,  and  Alexander  Lynch  held  her  feet,  and  we  raised  them 
up.  While  we  were  carrying  her,  Edward  Fearon  came  up,  and  said,  "  You  see  what  you 
are  doing  with  my  mother."  Several  people  came  up  to  the  place,  as  well  as  Mr.  Moore, 
the  book-keeper.  We  were  not  using  any  force  to  Amaryllis  Gule,  but  she  was  hard  to  go 
into  the  dungeon ;  I  did  not  see  her  petticoat  lifted  up;  I  did  not  hear  exactly  what  Edw&id 
Fearon  said,  but  there  was  a  great  noise ;  I  was  so  confused  that  I  could  not  see  any  pereon 
but  Edward  Fearon ;  he  made  a  great  noise.  After  putting  Amaryllis  Gale  into  the  dun- 
geon, the  book-keeper  ordered  me  to  take  Edward  Fearon  to  the  busha ;  I  took  him  up,  and 
received  orders  to  lock  him  up  ;  he  was  very  stubborn,  and  as  Alexander  Lynch  came  up,  he 
and  the  book-keeper  and  myself  carried  him,  and  locked  him  in  the  dungeon.  I  know  Robert 
White ;  he  was  with  Edward  Fearon  the  same  night ;  when  I  laid  hold  of  Fearon  by  book- 
keeper's orders,  Richard  White  came  and  tapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  saying,  "  Go  into  your 
house,  and  I  will  be  a  witness  for  you."  When  I  took  Fearon  to  the  busha,  he  ordered  me 
to  lock  him  up.  Next  morning  busha  ordered  me  to  take  Richard  White,  Susan  White, 
Edward  Fearon,  and  Amaryllis  Gale  to  Brown's  Town  to  the  magistrate,  also  to  take  James 


Brown  for  not  doing  his  work ;  James  Brown  was  complained  against  for  not  keepin<y  up  his 
row,  and  when  I  told  him  that  he  ought  to  do  better,  he  bawled  after  me  and  sail,  *'  He 
could  not  work  any  more  than  he  was  working."  I  told  him,  "  That  is  impudence ;"  and 
I  said,  "  If  you  don't  carry  on  your  work  better  than  you  are  doing  now,  I  will  lock  you  m> 
at  shell-blow."  Mr.  Moore  said,  "  If  you  pass  this  over,  it  shan't  pass  me."  He  then  pulled 
out  a  paper,  and  put  it  down.  I  took  him  up  at  shell-blow,  and  told  what  had  passed.  He 
was  locked  up  by  busha's  orders,  and  when  the  other  people  were  taken  to  the  magistrate,  he 
was  carried  also.  Richard  White  was  tried  for  Edward  Fearon's  business,  and  was  sentenced 
to  receive  20  lashes;  Edward  Fearon  was  tried  for  what  he  did  that  night,  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  receive  20  lashes ;  James  Brown  was  tried  for  insolence  and  not  working  good  in 
the  field,  and  he  got  20  lashes ;  and  Amaryllis  Gale  was  sent  back  to  the  dungeon.  I  do  not 
know  when  the  men  were  flogged.  At  the  time  that  I  put  Amaryllis  Gale  in  the  dungeon, 
Edward  Fearon  was  between  the  gate  and  the  dungeon  talking  with  Richard  White ;  he  had 
not  moved  from  th6  place;  when  I  went  to  lay  hold  of  Fearon,  Richard  White  first  told  him, 
''  Go  to  the  dungeon,  you  won't  get  wrong."  I  had  hold  of  Fearon's  hand  when  White  told 
him  ^'  I  will  be  a  witness  for  you."  I  never  told  Mr.  Mallett  that  Richard  White  said,  «  Go 
to  your  dungeon,  and  I  will  be  a  witness  for  you." 

Richard  White,  an  Apprentice  to  Dunbaiix)n ;  sworn. 

I  remember  hearing  a  noise,  and  when  I  came  out  I  saw  Edward  Fearon,  who  told  me 
that  his  mother  was  sent  to  the  dungeon;  I  told  him  to  go  home  quietly  to  his  house  ;  the 
constable  came  up,  collared  Edward  Fearon,  and  I  told  him,  *'  Don't  strike  the  constable, 
and  I  will  be  a  witness  for  you."  I  also  said,  "  Go  to  the  dungeon,  you  can't  get  wrono-." 
The  book-keeper  desired  me  to  hold  my  tongue  or  I  should  jjo  to  the  dungeon  myself.  "^  I 
stood  up  till  Fearon  was  put  m  the  dungeon,  and  the  book-keeper  said,  "^Richard  White 
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you  must  go  to  Brown's  Town  to-morrow."    The  constable  also  told  me  in  the  morning,  and         JAMAICA. 

I  went  to  the  overseer  and  asked  him ;  he  said  he  had  told  the  constable  what  to  do ;  that  — • 

I  had  been  making  a  noise  in  the  yard  when  I  had  no  business  there,  and  that  I  must  have 

been  setting  Fearon  on.     I  was  taken  to  Brown's  Town  to  be  tried,  and  was  sentenced  to 

receive  20  lashes.     Mr.  Hamilton  Brown,  the  trustee  for  Dunbarton,  was  sitting  at  the 

same  table  with  Mr.  Rawhnson.     Mr.  Rawlinson  asked  him,  "  What  is  your  opinion."   Mr. 

Brown  said,  "  Correct  them ;"  the  magistrate  then  sentenced  Fearon  and  myself  to  receive 

20  lashes  each.    WiUiam  Redwar  was  tried,  but  was  not  sentenced  to  be  flogged  ;  I  wanted 

to  tell  the  magistrate  that  I  did  not  go  to  the  yard  for  any  harm,  but  to  keep  the  peace ;  he 

would  not  hear  me,  and  made  the  police  drag  me  out.     Mr.  Brown  did  not  beg  for  any  of 

us ;  WiUiam  Redwar  was  let  ofi*,  as  the  busha  gave  him  a  good  character. 

Mr.  John  Mallett,  recalled. 

On  the  night  in  question  1  was  informed  by  the  book-keeper  and  the  constable,  Adolpfaus 
Redwar,  that  Richard  White  was  the  cause  of  Edward  Fearon's  refusing  to  go  to  the  dun- 
geon ;  the  book-keeper  first  said  that  he  considered  Richard  White  as  me  cause  of  all  the 
u|m>ar.  Richaid  White  has  not  been  long  at  Dunbarton ;  he  was  a  servant  to  a  gentleman 
in  Spanish  Town,  I  beUeve  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bowerbank.  Richard  White  was  sent  to  me  in 
January  last  by  Mr.  Turner,  and  brought  the  letter  I  now  hold  in  my  hand,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract :  ^'  I  send  you  Richard,  belonging  to  Dunbarton ;  he  is  sent  home  for 
insolence  and  general  bad  conduct,  and  I  fear  he  is  luLcly  to  prove  <^  more  trouble  than 
profit  to  you." 

Mr.  Henry  JR.  Grey,  Postmaster  at  Brown's  Town ;  sworn. 

Question  at  request  of  Mr.  Mallett.]  Did  you  ever  see  me  at  the  special  magistrates 
court  beg  oflFany  person  from  punishment? — Answer.  Yes;  George  Newell  was  begged 
a  flogging  by  you,  which  he  was  sentenced  to  by  Mr.  Rawlinson. 

James  Brwon,  an  Apprentice  to  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

We  were  working  in  the  cane-piece,  and  the  driver  said  I  was  not  doing  good  work ;  I 
said  I  was,  and  he  said  I  was  not ;  I  then  said  my  strength  would  not  allow  me  to  do  more ; 
we  were  all  working  in  the  same  row.  The  driver,  Adolphus  Redwar,  sent  me  to  the  dun- 
geon at  shell-blow,  and  kept  me  there  till  dark,  when  the  book-keeper  came  and  let  me  out, 
when  I  made  the  remark  1  did  to  the  driver;,  the  book-keeper  said,  "  If  you  will  take  that, 
I  won't ;"  he  then  took  his  book  and  wrote  in  it.  Mr.  Ilawlinson  came  to  the  property 
twice  afterwards  and  I  was  not  taken  up  to  him ;  but  about  six  weeks  afterwards,  or  two 
months,  I  was  taken  up  and  put  in  the  dungeon  with  Edward  Fearon  and  his  mother,  and 
tried  for  the  old  fault  found  of  me  of  not  doing  good  work ;  the  magistrate  sentenced  me  to 
receive  20  lashes,  which  were  given  to  me  by  the  police ;  my  back  was*  dreadfully  cut  up, 
and  is  not  well  yet.  I  was  tied  and  flogged  at  the  same  time  with  Edward  Fearon  and 
Richard  White. 

Mr.  Moore,  Book-keeper,  recalled. 

The  bad  work  complained  of  was  done  on  the  28th  June,  and  James  Brown  was  tried  on 
the  16th  July.  The  magistrate  called  once,  and  I  told  him  that  there  were  complaints,  but 
I  did  not  like  to  bring  them  forward  as  the  overseer  was  absent.  The  people  had  been 
breaking  in  com  in  the  field,  and  James  Brown  was  eating  a  roasted  com  while  he  was  at 
his  row.  I  told  the  constable,  Adolphus  Redwar,  that  James  Brown  was  not  doing  his 
work ;  he  and  Adolphus  then  had  some  words,  James  Brown  was  a  few  yards  behind  the 
rest  of  the  gang  in  his  work. 

Adolphus  Redwar,  recalled. 

I  did  not  see  the  com  in  James  Brown's  hand,  but  he  was  eight  or  ten  feet  behind  the 
able  port  of  the  gang,  keeping  up  vnth  the  weak  part  like  himself. 

Monday,  2  October  1837. 

tAr,  Mallett,  the  overseer  of  Dunbarton,  produced  the  estate's  books,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  child  claimed  by  Amaryllis  Gale  as  free,  was  not  entitled,  as  she  supposed,  to  free- 
dom on  the  1st  of  August  1834,  having  been  registered  in  the  estate's  book,  as  oeing  born  on 
the  30th  June  1828.  The  copy  of  the  registry  return  was  also  produced  of  the  28th  June 
1817,  showing  the  age  of  Amaryllis  Gale  to  be  47  years  of  age  m  1837,  being  registered  as 
27  years  of  age  in  1817. 

Eleanor  Richardson,  a  Cook  on  Dunbarton  Estate ;  sworn. 

I  remember  when  Amaryllis  Gale  vras  locked  up ;  it  was  on  a  Wednesday.  I  am  a  cook 
for  the  house ;  the  book-keeper  gave  me  a  pint  ot  rice  and  a  herring  to  cook  on  the  Wed- 
nesday, and  carry  to  her ;  this  was  after  buckra*s  breakfast  time.  1  dressed  the  rice  and 
herring,  and  carried  it  myself;  the  book-keeper  unlocked  the  door  and  I  gave  it;  I  am 
certain  that  this  was  on  the  Wednesday,  and  not  on  the  Saturday.  I  carried  rice  also  to 
her  on  the  Saturday  and  Sunday ;  I  earned  it  to  her  on  the  Saturday  evening,  and  twice  on 
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JAMAICA^       the  Sunday.  On  being  questioned  particularly  about  the  time  of  taking  the  rice  on  Wednes- 

— —  ^ay,  and  on  being  told  that  Amaryllis  (xale  was  not  put  into  the  dungeon  on  that  day  until 

11  o'clock,  this  witness  said  that  she  carried  the  food  about  dinner  time;  the  court  were  of 

opinion  that  she  had  not  a  proper  conception  of  time.    Mr.  Mallett  then  offered  to  prove 

the  fact  by  Henry  Gale,  the  husband  of  Amaryllis  Gale. 

Monday,  2  October  1837. 
Henry  Gakj  an  Apprentice  on  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

AmaryUis  Gale  is  my  married  wife ;  she  was  put  in  the  dungeon  first  on  a  Monday ;  a 
pint  of  nee  was  carried  in  the  evening  of  Wednesday;  the  book-keeper  opened  the  door, 
and  the  cook  took  it  in ;  as  my  wife  tasted  the  rice,  she  said  she  did  not  like  it,  and  I 
dressed  some  supper  myself  and  carried  it  in,  having  been  allowed  to  do  so.  Busha  is  a 
very  hot-tempered  man  ;  but  in  hard  times  if  any  body  goes  to  him  complaining  for  hunger, 
he  will  give  tnem  something.  In  any  other  time  if  any  person  begs  for  a  little  salt,  he  will 
give  it  to  them  also. 

Mr.  Mallett  begged  to  state  in  explanation,  on  oath,  of  the  case  of  those  persons  who  were 
put  into  the  dimgeon  after  being  punished,  that  he  certainly  thought  they  were  "  sham- 
mine/'  considering  that  20  lashes  would  not  have  incapacitated  mem  from  doing  some 
work ;  he  at  first  Uireatened  to  put  them  in  a  dungeon  if  they  did  not  go  to  work,  and  then 
they  were  put  in  by  the  constables  under  his  directions ;  he  immediately  despatched  a  nies- 
sengjer  for  the  doctor,  who  came  directly,  and  prescribed  for  them,  saying,  that  they  should 
be  indulged  a  week,  and  go  to  light  work  on  the  Monday ;  this  they  reiused  to  do,  and  he, 
Mr.  Mallett,  then  ordered  them  to  be  put  in  the  dungeon  again,  and  sent  for  the  doctor  as 
before ;  he  came,  and  both  of  them  examined  the  sores,  which  were  found  to  be  worse  than 
they  were  before,  and  the  men  were  allowed  to  go  to  work  or  not  as  they  thought  proper ; 
they  were  allowed  to  go  to  the  hothouse,  and  remain  there  as  long  as  they  pleased ;  they 
were  in  the  dungeon  each  time  about  an  hour. 

The  CourL]  Before  the  people  were  put  in  the  dungeon,  had  the  doctor  or  yourself  exa- 
mined their  backs? — Answer.  Their  backs  were  not  examined ;  as  I  could  not  have  imagined 
that  they  were  so  cut  up  from  the  20  lashes  which  they  received. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  their  backs  on  the  second  occasion,  before  you  put  them  into  the 
dungeon? — A.  No,  I  did  not;  for  I  supposed  them  to  be  well,  or  nearly  well. 


Eccl.  7,  in  No.  50.  *  Enclosure  7,  in  No.  60. 

Janette  Saunders's  Case,  of  Orange  Valley. 

MINUl^ES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  BroimCs  Town^  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  respecting  an  Apprentice  to  Orange 
Valley  Estate,  named  Janette  Saunders. 

Monday,  25  September  1837. 

Janette  SauTiders,  an  Apprentice  to  Orange  Valley ;  sworn. 

I  HAD  a  young  child  that  was  free,  being  under  six  years  of  age,  when  the  new  law  came 
in ;  but  the  freedom  was  taken  away,  and  it  was  made  to  work,  and  that  was  the  cause  of 
my  being  sent  to  the  workhouse.  I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  handcuffed  to  a  very  old 
man ;  I  do  not  know  where  the  old  man  came  from,  he  was  taken  to  gaol-house. 

This  witness  here  entered  into  a  narration  of  the  sufferings  she  endured,  and  saw  others 
endure  in  the  workhouse;  for  which,  see  her  evidence  relating  to  the  narrative  of  James 
Williams,  p.  173. 

The  day  that  I  went  home  from  the  workhouse  I  felt  quite  sick ;  I  went  to  the  overseer 
and  got  a  dose  of  physic,  and  was  turned  out  to  work  the  next  morning.  I  did  not  com- 
plain of  being  sick  when  I  was  turned  out.  The  day  that  I  was  turned  out  to  work  was 
Thursday. '  After  going  to  work  I  felt  quite  sick  on  the  Friday,  and  continued  sick  Satur- 
day and  Sunday ;  1  went  to  the  overseer  on  Monday,  and  he  sent  me  to  the  hospital,  where 
I  remained  two  or  three  weeks ;  my  complaint  was  a  great  pain  in  my  hip  and  side ;  I  feel 
the  pain  even  now  in  my  hip.  I  am  the  mother  of  seven  children,  who  are  alive.  Before 
I  went  to  the  workhouse  I  used  to  work  in  the  great  gang,  and  in  the  second  gang,  occa- 
sionally, before  I  went  to  the  workhouse ;  I  only  worked  in  the  great  gang  one  week  since 
my  return;  busha  now  allows  me  to  take  the  days  of  one  of  my  boys,  who  is  minding  cattle. 
[  suffered  at  one  time  a  great  deal  from  sores,  particularly  in  the  right  arm  and  leg,  till  I 
brought  three  children,  and  then  I  went  on  getting  better.  Before  the  1st  of  August  1834, 
I  used  to  sit  down,  on  account  of  my  large  family;  but  I  was  put  in  the  field  directly  after 
the  new  law  came  in. 

Mr.  John  Hibgame,  Overseer  in  Orange  Valley;  sworn. 

Janette  Saunders  was  ordered  by  Captain  Andrew  Dillon  early  in  1836  to  turn  out  her 
child  Archibald  Forbes  to  work;  when  the  magistrate  went  away,  she  refused  to  send  the 
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•boy  to  work,  saying,  that  he  was  free,  and  they  wanted  to  take  his  freedom  from  him.        JAMAICA. 

Captain  Dillon  returned  a  second  time,  and  the  books  were  brought  up  and  examined,  -_. 

and  he  again  ordered  the  boy  to  work,  and  in  consequence  of  her  continued  refusal  to 

allow  him  she  was  sentenced  to  the  punishment  of  the  treadmill.    When  she  returned  from 

the  workhouse  1  did  not  see  anything  the  matter  with  her ;  she  took  a  dose  of  salts  the 

next  day,  and  went  to  work.    Those  women  on  the  property  who  have  six  children  alive 

are  not  required  to  turn  out  until  eight  o'clock,  and  if  they  turn  out  when  the  gang  rises 

from  breakfast  I  never  trouble  or  quarrel  with  them  ;  they  are  allowed  every  Friday,     I  do 

not  know  that  Janette  Saunders  ever  applied  to  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  be  put  to  light  work  in 

consequence  of  her  large  family. 

Memorandum. — ^The  commissioners  referred  to  the  estate's  book  of  increase  and  decrease 
for  1828,  and  to  the  triennial  return  for  .1829,  and  found  an  entry  of  Janette  Saunders's 
child,  Archibald  Forbes,  having  been  bom  on  17th  June  1828, 


Enclosure  8,  in  No.  60.  E„^,  ^.^  ^^  ^^ 

Nancy  Webb's  Case,  Knapdale. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brown^s  Town^  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Ann,  respecting  an  Apprenticed  I«abourer 

on  Knapdale  Estate,  named  Nancy  Webb. 

Tuesday,  September  26th,  1837. 

Nancy  Webb,  apprentice  to  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

I  WAS  sent  to  the  workhouse  and  put  on  the  treadmill,   but  could  not  keep  the  step  at 

all,  and  I  hung  by  my  wrists  to  the  straps  ;  my  legs  were  dragged  and  knocked  against  the 

wheel,  so  that  the  blood  could  be  traced  all  along  the  steps.     This  happened  for  four  days 

food,  and  on  the  fifth  day  I  managed  to  keep  the  step,  as  a  woman  on  the  mill  showed  me 
ow  to  do  it;  the  mill  sometimes  went  very  fast,  and  at  other  times  slower.  There  were 
several  others,  who,  like  myself,  could  not  keep  the  step  at  first ;  the  reason  why  I  could 
not  keep  it  was,  I  was  a  very  weakly  woman,  from  being  the  mother  of  eleven  children; 
seven  of  them  are  living.  When  we  came  off  the  mill,  those  that  were  hurt  like  myself, 
were  sent  to  the  sea-side  to  wash  the  wounds.  My  legs  turned  to  a  sore  from  being  put 
on  the  mill,  but  still  they  kept  putting  me  on,  till  the  seven  days  were  out  that  I  was  sent 
in  for ;  I  had  a  bandage  round  my  sores,  so  that  any  one  could  see  that  I  had  sore  legs ; 
I  was  so  lame  that  I  was  oblige  to  use  a  stick  to  go  home,  and  continued  to  use  it  for  some 
time  afterwards:  I  was  let  out  on  the  Wednesday  evening,  and  did  not  reach  home  till  shell 
turn-out  on  Thursday.  I  went  to  the  overseer,  Mr.  Clarke,  to  show  him  my  legs,  and  the 
state  they  were  in,  when  he  sent  me  to  the  hospital,  where  I  remained  for  three  weeks. 
When  1  could  not  keep  the  step  on  the  treadmill  the  first  and  second  day,  I  was  catted 
over  the  small  of  my  back;  I  felt  the  flogging  through  my  clothes,  but  1  was  not  cut  by 
it.  All  the  women  used  to  sleep  in  one  room  at  night  with  chains.  The  boatswains  used 
to  come  and  let  us  out  very  early  in  the  mornings,  but  I  never  saw  them  attempt  to  take 
any  indecent  liberties  with  the  women :  there  were  very  few  women  in  the  workhouse  when 
I  was  there ;  two  other  women  and  myself  were  chained  together.  Before  I  was  sent  to 
the  workhouse,  I  was  brought  up  to  the  overseer  by  Joseph  Brown,  the  constable,  who 
c^ar^ed  me  with  insolence  to  him.  I  was  put  into  the  dungeon,  and  kept  there  from  Friday 
evenmg  four  o'clock  to  Saturday  evening  six  o'clock :  I  was  kept  there  the  whole  time  with- 
out food.  On  the  Monday  I  was  at  work,  and  on  Tuesday  after  shell  turn-out  in  the 
evening  Mr.  Rawlinson  was  on  the  property,  and  Clarissa  Thomson  and  myself  were  car- 
ried before  him.  The  magistrate  would  not  allow  me  to  say  a  word  in  my  defence,  he  only 
heard  the  head-constable  and  the  overseer,  and  I  was  put  again  into  the  dungeon.  Next 
juoming  the  police  was  sent  for,  and  I  was  carried  by  them,  first  to  Penshurst,  and  then  to 
St.  Ann's  workhouse ;  I  was  put,  weak  as  I  was,  from  having  given  birth  to  so  many  chil- 
dren, to  help  draw  a  cart  with  sand  and  stones;  five  or  six  had  to  draw  the  cart,  and  three 
or  four  to  push  it ;  I  was  never  punished  on  any  other  occasion  since  the  1st  of  August 
1834.  I  am  now  working  in  the  second  gang,  but  when  Mr.  Clarke  was  at  Knapdale,  I  was 
working  in  the  great  gang.  We  never  got  our  half  Fridays  in  Mr.  Clarke's  time,  but  we 
get  them  now,  as  we  are  working  on  the  nine  hours'  system.  Before  August  1834  I  ^^^ 
sitting  down,  on  account  of  having  seven  children  ;  but  a  month  before  the  1st  of  August, 
Mr.  Clarke  put  me  in  the  great  gang,  saying,  "  before-time  law,  is  not  the  same  law  now.''^ 
I  was  delivered  of  a  child  some  time  afterwards,  and  could  get  no  medicine  or  necessaries 
from  the  overseer:  my  breast  was  swelled,  and  I  applied  to  the  doctor,  who  ordered  some- 
.thing,  but  I  don't  know  what  it  was  he  ordered.  I  could  not  get  anything  from  the  over- 
seer ;  at  last  the  breast  got  better,  and  I  went  to  dig  cane-holes.  I  went  to  work  one 
Monday,  and  the  breast  raised  up  again,. and  I  got  fever ;  I  told  the  constable  on  Tuesday 
that  I  had  fever,  and  could  not  stand  the  work ;  he  sent  me  to  pick  cane-tops,  but  I  could 
not  keep  up  even  at  that  work,  and  was  obliged  to  lay  down  in  the  field:  in  the  evening 
I  went  to  tne  overseer  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital,  but  he  refused  to  allow  me  to  go ;  I  was 
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JAMAICA.       then,  although  not  able,  obliged  to  continue  at  work.    The  next  morning  I  went  again  to 

the  overseer,  but  he  would  not  allow  me  to  go  to  the  hospital,  saying,  that  it  was  because 

I  had  six  children  that  I  did  not  want  to  work.  Shortly  after,  Doctor  Edward  Tucker  visited 
the  properly,  and  I  went  to  him  at  the  hospital ;  busha  came  up  and  told  the  doctor  that 
nothing  was  the  matter  with  me;  I  replied  that  I  was  sick,  and  having  so  many  children, 
I  ought  to  be  put  to  light  work.  The  doctor  told  me  that  the  law  was  changed,  and  every- 
body must  do  something  now.  I  never  went  back  to  the  hospital,  but  the  doctor  told  me 
that  I  was  to  get  some  physic,  and  something  to  wash  the  breast;  he  then  wrote  in  the  hos- 
pital book.  One  morning,  when  we  were  picking  pimento  for  hire,  the  usual  task  barrel 
was  changed,  and  another  was  put  in  its  place ;  I  had  not  enough  to  fill  the  big  barrel,  and 
I  told  the  constable  to  wait  a  little,  as  I  had  sent  for  some  which  I  had  in  the  Negro-house. 
On  my  way  I  met  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  he  asked  if  I  was  the  woman  who  said  I  would  not 
throw  pimento ;  the  constable  said  ^^yes ;''  and  Mr.  Rawlinson  gave  me  two  or  three  licks 
with  his  supple-jack  on  my  legs. 

Mr.  John  Clarke,  formerly  an  Overseer  on  Knapdale  ;  sworn. 

Nancy  Webb  had  six  children  on  the  1st  of  August  1834.  Mr.  Davis,  the  attorney,  told 
me  that  as  the  hour  of  labour  were  so  reduced,  every  one  on  the  property  must  do  some- 
thing, that  there  must  be  no  idler.  This  woman,  with  others,  had  been  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  Negro-house  with  her  children,  and  in  consequence  of  this  she  was  placed  in  the  great 
gang ;  she  is  about  45  years  of  age ;  she  complained  frequently  to  all  the  special  magis- 
trates; to  Doctor  Palmer,  Captain  Conner,  and  Captain  A.  Dillon,  they  all  concurred  in 
opinion,  that  persons  in  her  condition  were  not  exempt  from  labour  under  the  new  law.  Sh^ 
went  to  work  after  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  and  has  ever  since  worked  very  unwillingly. 
Out  of  this  has  arisen,  I  believe,  those  frequent  applications  to  be  admitted,  into  the  hos- 

Eital.  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  proceeded  from  real  sickness ;  I  have  frequently  offered 
er  to  go  to  the  grass-cutters*  gang,  which  work  is  generally  done  by  old  women,  and  she 
rejected  it.  Under  the  impression  tliat  the  law  warranted  it,  I  placed  her  in  confinement  on 
the  property  for  24  hours,  on  the  occasion  of  her  quarrel  in  the  field  with  the  constable*  If 
she  was  confined  more  than  24  hours  on  that  occasion,  it  was  without  my  knowledge,  and 
contrary  to  my  positive  orders,  given  both  to  the  book-keeper  and  constable.  She  was 
confined  on  this  occasion,  on  a  complaint  of  the  head-constable  for  insolence,  and  abusing 
him  most  shamefully  in  the  field  before  the  rest  of  the  Negroes.  As  respects  her  state- 
ment about  applying  to  the  doctor,  I  can  only  say,  that  if  anything  was  written  in  the 
book,  it  was  read  to  the  doctor-man,  who  has  medicme  under  his  charge;  and  it  was  his 
duty  to  have  given  it,  if  any  had  been  ordered.  When  she  applied  to  the  doctor  for  some- 
thing for  her  breast,  he  said,  that  as  a  breeding  woman  she  ought  to  know  what  to  do 
with  it ;  that  a  cabbage-leaf  was  as  good  a  thing  as  she  could  put  on,  and  he  recommended 
her  to  apply  one :  she  had  been  in  the  hospital  for  a  long  time  before  this  complaining  of 
her  breast.  About  this  time  Jarvis  Webb,  her  husband,  had  run  away  for  about  six  months, 
and,  a  proof  that  I  had  no  ill-feeling  towards  the  family,  on  his  return  to  the  estate  he  was 
allowed  to  escape  with  only  the  punishment  of  a  few  aays  being  taken  from  him.  On  the 
return  of  Nancy  Webb  and  Eliza  Osborn  from  the  treadmill  the  former  complained  of 
being  sick ;  she  had  some  slight  bruises  on  her  legs,  which  I  did  not  consider  severe,  but 
coming  from  such  severe  punishment  as  she  alleged  having  received,  I  thought  it  right  to 
allow  ner  to  go  to  the  hospital  for  a  few  days ;  she  did  not  return  to  her  work  for  some 
time;  she  certainly  had  bandages  round  her  legs.  I  am  certain  that  the  special  magis- 
trate's returns  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that  there  were  as  few  if  not  fewer 
complaints  urged  against  the  people  before  them  than  on  any  other  property  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  the  special  magistrate,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  well  knows  that  I  looked  over  innume- 
rable faults.  I  deny  ever  having  told  Miss  Senior  that  two  women  had  been  sent  from 
Knapdale  to  the  workhouse,  and  returned,  or  hackled  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  do 
anytning  for  more  than  two  weeks,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Dr.  Tucker,  sworn. 

I  know  Nancy  Webb  very  well ;  I  am  certain  that  when  she  showed  me  her  swelled  breast 
that  I  must  have  prescribed  for  her ;  it  is  generally  my  practice  to  do  so ;  it  is  possible 
that  I  gave  a  verbal  direction,  as  I  sometimes  do  so  when  the  complaints  are  not  of  a  seri- 
ous nature.  1  have  often  seen  apprentices  returning  to  the  estates  from  the  workhouse  at 
St.  Ann's  bruised,  but  not  cut  up,  nor  did  I  see  any  marks  of  flogging  on  the  legs.  Never 
saw  any  bad  ulcers  produced  from  the  striking  of  the  treadmill ;  the  people  generally  com- 

rlained  of  pains  in  the  shoulders  and  stomach,  and  ^o  to  the  hospital  after  returning, 
have  seen  the  treadmill  at  St.  Ann's ;  I  should  think  the  punishment  (00  severe  for  a 
pregnant  woman.  I  do  not  remember  an  instance  of  a  mother,  with  a  sucking  child^ 
iiaving  been  punished  on  the  treadmill,  suffering  so  much  from  the  effects  of  punishment  as 
to  take  away  from  the  health  of  the  infant.  I  should  certainly  think  it  necessary  that  a 
matron  should  attend  to  the  hospital  of  the  workhouse,  and  that  the  females  should  not  be 
left  to  the  care  of  men. 

The  hospital  book  of  Knapdale  having  been  produced  by  Mr.  Clarke,  the  commissioners 
directed  the  following  extract  to  be  taken  therefrom. — *^4th  Nov.  1836. — Nancy  Webb. — 
Rub  the  painful  parts  with  soap  and  laudanum."  There  also  appeared  prescriptions  in  the 
hospital  books,  bearing  dates  12th  and  15th  January  and  15th  February,  of  the  same  nature 
as  the  one  copied. 
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Joseph  Brown,  Head-coDstable  on  Knapdale  ;  sworn.  JAMAICA. 

1  know  Nancy  Webb;  I  remember  when  she  was  sent  to  the  workhouse;  she  was 
brought  up  for  idling  when  threshing  canes.  When  I  observed  her  idling  I  called  to  her, 
and  she  made  use  of  bad  words,  and  as  my  temper  is  rather  short,  I  returned  the  words. 
I  complained  of  her  to  the  overseer,  who  brought  her  before  the  magistrate,  and  he  sent 
her  to  the  workhouse.  It  was  not  for  going  over  the  wall  to  go  to  the  bush.  The  same 
day  others  were  idling,  and  standing  up  and  eating  canes,  but  she  was  not  eating  any.  , 
Clarissa  Thomson  was  carried  before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  like  offence, 
and  sent  with  Nancy  Webb  to  the  workhouse.  I  know  Elizabeth  Osborne  too.  One  day, 
while  working,  she  went  and  stooped  down  aside  the  wall  eating  a  piece  of  cane ;  I  don^t 
know  whether  she  was  easing  herself  or  not ;  I  called  to  her,  as  busha  was  sharp  upon 
me  to  have  the  work  finished.  I  told  him  the  people  would  not  work ;  he  ordered  me  to 
bring  them  up,  I  did  so,  and  she  was  put  into  the  dungeon.  Next  day  she  was  brought 
up  with  Sarah  Stewart,  before  Mr,  Rawlinson,  at  Brown's  Town,  who  desired  them  to  be 
locked  up  in  Knapdale  dungeon  two  nights,  and  pay  back  three  days.  Sarah  Stewart 
went,  but  a  woman,  named  Eliza  Osborne,  made  use  of  bad  language  to  me  in  coming  out, 
and  said  she  would  sooner  go  to  St.  Ann's  house  of  correction  than  the  dungeon.  The 
magistrate  then  called  her  back,  and  sentenced  her  to  the  house  of  correction.  After 
Eliza  Osborne  came  back  from  the  house  of  correction  she  was  put  in  the  hospital,  but 
I  don't  know  whether  she  was  ordered  to  cut  grass  on  Saturdays.  I  do  not  remember  the 
magistrate  meeting  Nancy  Webb,  with  pimento,  coming  to  the  barbacue  from  the  negro- 
houses,  and  striking  Nancy  Webb  with  his  supple-jack.  The  magistrate's  instructions  to 
me  were,  that  when  the  people  behaved  bad,  by  not  doing  their  work,  that  I  was  to  lock 
them  up ;  and  the  overseer  told  me  that  I  was  to  carry  them  after,  before  the  magistrate, 
but  I  often  pardoned  them,  after  locking  them  up ;  and  after  taking  them  out  of  the  dun- 
geon I  would  not  carry  them  before  the  magistrate,  as  they  begged  so  very  hard.  I  am 
a  man  of  short  temper,  but  it  does  not  overcome  me  so  much  as  to  make  me  strike  either 
man,  woman,  or  child  ;  I  never  put  my  hand  on  anybody  except  my  own  children ;  I  never 
locked  up  one  for  spite,  and  let  go  others  for  same  offence,  oecause  I  liked  them  better. 
I  know  James  Davis  and  his  sister  Nelly  Gordon;  I  remember  having  a  dispute  with  her, 
and  on  speaking  to  her  while  quarrelling  she  came  up  in  a  resolute  way,  and  I  put  my 
band  on  her  and  shoved  her  away ;  she  went  and  told  her  brother,  who  wanted  in  conse-* 
quencc  to  hit  me  with  a  cane  top.  I  did  not  collar  him,  but  complained  to  the  overseer, 
so  did  James  Davis,  and  the  overseer  said  the  magistrate  should  settle  it ;  and  when  the 
magistrate  came  We  were  all  brought  before  him.  I  spoke  first,  and  the  magistrate,  after 
hearing  us  all,  sentenced  James  Davis  and  Nelly  Gordon  to  the  workhouse.  The  magistrate 
heard  them  tell  their  story  as  well  as  me;  he  sent  them  to  the  workhouse,  and  ordered 
them  to  dance  the  treadmill.  James  Davis  was  ordered  to  be  fiogged  at  the  workhouse ; 
the  complaint  against  him  was  for  this  quarrel. 

From  questions  put  to  him  by  the  Court,  this  witness,  after  many  contradictory  asser-^ 
lions,  said,  '^He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  locking  people  up  at  all."  This  witness  prevari- 
cated so  much,  that  he  was  desired  by  Mr.  Daughtrey,  in  his  capacity  of  special 
magistrate,  to  bring  his  constable's  warrant  down  to-morrow ;  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  gross  acts  of  cruelty  and  tyranny,  and  that  he  should  never  have  another  opportunity 
of  being  so  again,  his  warrant  should  be  cancelled  to-morrow ;  and  he  should  take  good 
care  to  represent  him  in  the  proper  quarter,  so  that  he  might  never  be  a  constable  agam. 

Thomas  Bayley,  Second  Constable  on  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

I  remember  the  time  Nancy  Webb  was  sent  to  the  workhouse,  but  as  I  am  a  cartman, 
I  did  not  know  the  commencement  of  the  quarrel.  I  was  going  along  one  morning  with 
the  cart,  dunging  and  supplying  canes ;  I  heard  a  blustering  in  the  field,  and  on  going 
on  I  heard  Joseph  Brown  blustering  a  great  deal ;  he  said,  '^  As  long  as  I  live  upon  this 
property  I  will  never  take  your  word  again ;  you  are  a  cursed  damned  liar ;  you  pretend 
to  be  a  christian,  and  have  told  me  a  lie,  saying  you  were  not  idling,  when  I  saw  you  so ; 
you  are  a  damned  liar,  and  a  damned  in^rnal  liar;"  he  gave  her  a  double  portion  of 
curses ;  he  damned  her  upwards  of^nine  times.  I  d  id  not  hear  any  answer  him,  and  I  did  not 
know,  therefore,  who  he  was  cursing.  Goin^  little  further,  Mrs,  Webb  called  out.  Brother 
Bayley,  listen  and  hear  how  the  constable  is  cursing  me  ;  all  the  curses  you  hear  is  for 
me;  1  replied.  Go  away  with  your  nonsense,  I  have  many  things  to  consider  of  besides 
these  nonsensical  affairs.  Joseph  Brown  then  told  Nancy  Webb,  ♦*  What  right  have  you  to 
call  a  constable's  name  to  me ;  damn  you  and  damn  the  constable."  Mrs.  Webb  said, 
*•  I  think  I  had  a  right  to  call  on  brother  Bayley,  for  the  same  magistrate  that  swore  you 
in  as  a  constable  swore  him."  Brown  then  began  to  curse  me,  and  I  told  him  that  he 
should  not  do  so  without  my  getting  satisfaction  by  cotnplaining  to  the  magistrate  ;  aud 
he  said,  "  Damn  you  and  your  satisfaction  ;  I  will  take  you  to  the  overseer ; "  and  so  he 
did.  He  went  and  complained  to  Mr.  Clarke,  the  overseer,  but  [  don't  know  the  nature  of 
the  complaint;  he  remained  in  the  house  a  long  time;  I  went  to  Mr.  Clarke  myself  to 
know  if  he  gave  Brown  authority  to  abuse  me ;  1  saw  Brown  and  Mr.  Clarke  in  the  house; 
I  told  him  of  the  abuse  which  he  gave  to  Mrs.  Webb  and  myself.  Mr.  Clarke  felt  much 
at  what  I  told  him,  and  reproved  jBrown,  and  told  me,  ''Never  mind,  Thomas,  go  and 
mind  your  work."  Brown  went  back  to  the  field,  and  when  I  went  to  the  place,  he. 
Brown,  knelt  down  and  said,  "  Well,  old  man,  pardon  and  forgive  me,  I  know  that  I  was 
wrong."    We  shook  hands  upon  it ;  he  followed  me  to  my  house,  and  begged  the  same 
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JAMAICA.        way.    I  told  him  I  pardoned  him  with  all  rav  heart,  and  for  ever;  and  from  that  time  ta 
.-..»  this  I  never  thought  of  it  again.     Mrs.  Webb  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  in  consequence 

of  this  very  quarrel.  She  has  been  a  mother  of  ii  children,  and  has  seven  alive;  she 
is  a  woman  whom  I  never  see  indulging;  sometimes  she  would  go  to  the  hot-house,  but 
I  supposed  she  must  have  been  sick.  I  have  heard  several  people  complain  of  being  struck 
by  him,  but  he  never  offered  to  do  so  to  me.  I  beard  of  the  quarrel  between  James  Davis 
and  Nelly  Gordon ;  I  was  not  present.  James  Davis  is  a  lad  of  excellent  temper,  he  is 
by  no  means  quarrelsome.  Nelly  Gordon  is  a  good  girl,  but  not  so  good  tempered  as- 
Davis.  When  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brovvn,  of  Penshurst,  were  sent  to  Knapdale 
to  be  locked  up,  it  was  in  the  bottom  dungeon  they  were  put ;  this  was  the  worst  of  the 
whole. 

Jarvis  Webb,  Carpenter  on  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

I  had  run  away  from  Knapdale  for  some  days,  when  I  came  back  my  days  were  taken 
from  me  by  the  overseer;  I  met  a  severe  accident  six  years  ago,  and  three  years  age 
I  was  some  time  ago  made  boatswain  of  the  mill-house ;  the  sugar  was  bad,  and  it  was 
said  that  the  liquor  in  the  mill-house  was  sour  in  my  spell;  I  was  threatened  to  be  taken 
before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  but  Mr.  Davis,  the  attorney,  advised  the  overseer  to  drop  the  com- 

Slaint;  after  he  went  away,  Mr.  Clarke,  the  overseer,  persevered  in  taking  me  before 
Ir.  Rawlinson,  and  I  knew  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  be  such  a  man  that  I  was  afraid  of  facing 
him,  and  I  ran  away.  When  I  came  back  I  was  made  to  pay  the  days  1  had  lost ;  I  havo- 
not  kept  any  account  of  the  days  I  have  had  to  pay. 


Eocl.  9,  in  No.  50.  Enclosure  9,  in  No.  60. 

General  Complaints  heard  9XBrawn*s  Town. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brown's  Town,  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Ann,  respecting  certain  Complaints  made 
by  the  Apprentices  attached  to  Hyde  Park. 

Monday,  2d  October  1837. 

Maria  Greaves,  an  apprentice,  about  18  years  of  age,  hired  on  Hyde  Park;  sworn. 

I  REMEMBER  Mr.  M'Lean,  the  bookkeeper,  desiring  me  to  carry  a  basket  of  yams;  I 
did  not  say  anything  ;  the  bookkeeper  asked  me  why  I  said  I  would  not  carry  the  basket ; 
1 1<  Id  him  1  did  not  say  so ;  he  asked  me  so  again;  I  did  not  say  anything,  but  went  to 
dig  the  yams,  and  after  filling  the  basket  I  carried  the  yams  to  busha's  house.  The  book- 
keeper then  ordered  the  constable  to  lock  me  up  in  the  dungeon,  and  the  constable  weht  to 
the  busha  for  the  key,  which  he  got,  and  locked  me  up;  this  was  on  Thursday  night ;  I  was 
let  out  Friday  morning.  On  the  same  day  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon  came,  and  I  was  carried 
before  him,  and  he  sent  me  for  seven  days  to  the  house  of  correction  and  treadmill.  My 
shins  were  bruised  in  the  treadmill ;  they  did  not  flog  me  in  the  mill.  While  I  was  in  the 
v^orkhouse,  James  Thomas  often  asked  me  to  go  aside  with  him,  that  I  might  have  improper 
intercourse  with  him ;  he  often  asked  me  to  cohabit  with  him,  and  he  put  me  aside  to  ask 
me ;  but  I  always  refused,  and  he  then  put  me  back  to  the  gang. 

Amelia  Sims,  an  apprentice  to  Hyde  Park,  about  17  or  18  years  of  age ;  sworn. 

I  remember  the  affair  about  the  yams ;  I  did  not  quarrel  or  make  any  noise,  but  I  and' 
my  playmate,  Maria  Greaves,  was  having  a  little  talking.  I  went  for  the  yams  where  they 
liad  been  du^  up,  but  made  no  noise  aoout  the  weignt ;  I  filled  the  basket,  and  carried' 
them  to  the  busha's  house.  The  bookkeeper  then  made  the  constable  take  Maria  Greaves 
And  lock  her  up  in  the  dungeon  ;  I  was  not  put  into  the  dungeon.  In  the  morning,  after 
breakfast.  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon  came,  and  the  busha  brought  Maria  Greaves  and  myself 
before  him,  and  he  sent  us  to  the  house  of  correction  and  treadmill  for  seven  days ;  another 
girl,  named  Mary  Brown,  was  also  sent. 

Mary  Brown,  an  apprentice  to  Hyde  Park,  about  19  years  of  age;  sworn. 

I  remember  digging  in  yams  by  the  desire  of  busha,  who  gave  us  a  large  basket  to  fill ; 
it  was  too  big,  and  it  was  packed  quite  full.  I  had  just  come  out  of  the  house,  about  twO' 
weeks  after  ihe  time  had  passed  that  I  was  allowed  to  sit  down  after  my  delivery;  my 
child  died  about  three  days  after  its  birth.  I  complained,  and  said  that  the  basket  was- 
packed  too  much ;  I  said  so  to  myself.  I  said  I  could  not  carry  it,  but  although  I  said  so 
I  carried  it ;  this  was  all  I  did  ;  and  when  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon  came,  I  was  carried  before 
him,  along  with  Maria  Greaves  and  Amelia  Sims,  and  1  was  sentenced  to  seven  days  ia 
the  house  of  correction  and  in  the  treadmill.  While  I  was  on  the  treadmill  my  shins  were 
bruised,  as  T.  could  not  keep  the  step ;  I  went  on  the  treadmill  once  a  day.  None  of  u& 
ivere  catted  while  we  were  on  the  mill. 
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Mr.  Malcolm  McLean,  Book-keeper  on  Hyde  Park ;  sworn.  JAMAICA* 

The  gang  was  ordered  out  in  the  coffee-walk  in  the  morning,  the  men  to  dig  the  yams, 
-while  the  women  hoed  the  coffee.  When  the  yams  were  dug,  the  baskets  were  packed  by 
the  men  who  were  overlooked  by  the  constables.  After  the  baskets  were  filled,  I  desired 
the  head-constable  to  call  the  women  to  carry  them  up  to  the  overseer's  house.  When  the 
women  came  up  to  the  place  to  take  their  baskets  up,  they  complained  that  they  were  too 
heavily  packed,  and  quarrelled  among  themselves  about* the  baskets.  I  ordered  silence 
several  limes,  and  the  constable  also, but  we  were  both  unnoticed ;  there  was  a  great  tumult 
among  them,  several  of  them  throwing  a  oart  of  the  yams  out  of  their  baskets  to  lighten 
their  loads.  After  a  little  time  we  obtainea  silence  for  a  few  minutes,  and,  during  the  time 
I  could  be  heard,  I  threatened  to  make  an  example  of  the  first  one  who  dared  to  commence 
a  noise  again.  Maria  Greaves  was  the  first  to  commence,  by  quarrelling  with  Amelia  Sims. 
I  again  ordered  silence,  but  not  being  heard,  I  desired  the  constable  to  carry  Maria  Greaves  ^ 
up  to  the  overseer.  She  was  carried  up,  taking  her  load  with  her,  as  I  considered  one  a 
8ufik;ient  example ;  the  other  two  were  convicted  on  the  evidence  of  the  constable.  She 
was  locked  up  that  evening,  and  the  next  day  she  was  let  out  in  the  morning  and  carried 
before  the  magistrate,  "  charged  with  insubordination  in  the  field,  thereby  obstructing  the 
labour  on  the  property,  and  disobedience  of  orders."  Captain  Dillon  said  that  several 
charges  of  the  same  kind  had  been  preferred  before  him,  and  he  was  determined  not  to 
overlook  this ;  there  were  no  charges  preferred  against  the  other  two,  but  by  the  evidence 
of  the  constable  the  other  two  were  mentioned,  and  they  were  sent  for  and  were  present 
during  the  trial.  The  magistrate  asked  if  tliere  were  more  than  one  cell  on  the  property,  or 
locking-up  room,  as  he  had  great  objections  to  sending  such  young  girls  to  the  treadmill,  ^ 

in  consequence  of  what  be  had  heard  of  the  manner  ot  conducting  the  treadmill.  I  was 
sworn  on  making  the  charge  before  Captain  Dillon.  I  have  been  in  the  country  for  six 
years, and  I  have  seen  negroes  carrying  yams;  their  general  load  is  about  40  lbs. ;  I  have 
seen  50  lbs.  carried,  and  more,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  loads  alluded  to  in  the  charge 
made  before  the  special  magistrate  exceeded  30  lbs.  Captain  Dillon,  having  been  informed 
that  there  was  but  one  cell  on  the  property,  which  would  not  admit  of  solitary  confinement, 
said  that  he  had  no  alternative  but  sending  them  to  the  treadmill,  and  he  did  so. 

Mary  Browrty  recalled. — Susannah  Campbell  went  to  Captain  Dillon  to  complain  that 
her  child  had  been  taken  away  too  soon  from  her  to  wean,  but  that  Captain  Dillon  refused 
to  bear  her. 

Mr.  Walden,  the  overseer,  said  that  the  child  of  Susannah  Campbell  is  now  upwards  of 
18  months  old,  and  she  would  not  wean  the  child ;  she  said  that  sne  would  not  wean  it  for 
Captain  Dillon  or  anybody  else. 

A  complaint  having  been  forwarded  to  the  magistrates  by  Julia  Reid,  of  Hyde  Park, 
saying  that  she  had  a  sucking  infant  afflicted  with  yaws,  and  she  went  to  Captain  Dillon 
m  consequence,  requesting  to  be  put  to  easier  work  than  the  great  gang ;  that  she  was 
taken  out  of  the  great  gang,  and  put  to  hoe  the  ground  around  150  coffee  trees  per  day, 
which  was  the  labour  of  a  strong,  able  man ;  that  she  was  not  able  to  do  this,  but  she  aid  what 
the  constable  considered  a  fair  day's  work.  That  the  bookkeeper,  Mr.  M'Lean,  came  to 
reckon  them,  and  he  complained  that  she  had  not  done  enough ;  that  the  constable,  Ellis-> 
ton  Brown,  said  that  Mr.  M'Lean  had  not  reckoned  all  she  bad  done ;  that  she  was  then 
brought  before  Captain  Dillon,  and  he  sentenced  her,  to  Ipse  40  days  in  March,  of  which 
she  has  now  paid  15  days.    The  following  investigation  was  entered  into  : 

Mr.  Walden  says,  that  the  child  has  been  weaned  a  long  while  ago,  and  that  Julia  Reid 
was  delivered  yesterday,  tlie  1st  of  Optober,  of  a  male  child.  1  received,  about  12  months 
ago,  a  letter  from  Captain  Dillon,  stating  that  the  woman  had  come  to  him,  bringing  the 
child  with  the  yaws,  and  that  he  wished  me  to  put  her  to  some  bye-work.  I  put  her  to  a 
coffee-piece  by  herself,  close  to  the  overseer's  nouse,  and  gave  her  three  days  to  put  the 
hut  there  to  rights,  and  to  remain  there  with  the  child,  cleaning  at  the  same  time  the  coffee-* 
pieces,  and  attending  occasionally  to  the  child.  1  did  not  give  her  any  task-work,  X  went 
to  the  coffee-piece  about  ten  times  in  September,  and  only  found  her  there  on  one  or  two 
occasions.  In  December  last  I  sent  Mr.  M'Lean,  the  bookkeeper,  and  Constable  Brown, 
to  reckon  the  work  she  had  done  since  she  had  been  there.  I  sent  Mr.  M'Lean  again  in 
February,  as  I  was  unable  to  get  out  of  the  house  from  a  broken  leg,  and  he  reported  to 
me  what  had  been  done ;  this  was  of  so  trifling  a  nature,  that  I  brought  her  up  before 
Captain  Dillon,  who,  after  counting  the  work  and  allowing  the  cleaning  of  150  trees  per 
day,  found  that  she  was  37  days  short.  Captain  Dillon  desired  her  to  pay  back  24  days ; 
and,  to  make  it  as  easy  as  possible  for  her,  told  her  she  had  better  bring  one  or  two  of  her 
children  to  assist.  She  did  so;  and  after  she  had  paid  about  14  days  I  forgave  her  the 
balance  of  her  sentence,  and  I  allowed  her  every  morning  three-fourths  of  an  hour  to  wash 
her  sick  child,  who  was  living  in  the  grandmother's  hut  with  her.  The  grandmother  was 
doing  nothing  whatever. 

Elliston  Brown,  a  Constable  in  Hyde  Park  ;  sworn. 

I  remember  when  Mr.  McLean  went  to  count  the  work  that  Julia  Reid  did,  but  he  did 
not  count  the  whole  of  the  work;  the  work  she  was  put  to  do  was  150  trees  per  day.  I 
did  not  hear  the  busha  say  so,  but  the  girl  told  me  so  hers.elf ;  the  bookkeeper  only  counted 
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JAMAICA.       the  half  of  the  work  she  did,  but  much  was  not  left;  I  did  not  tell  this  to  the  busha; 
— -—  I  know  nothing  of  the  days  she  had  to  pay  back. 

Mr,  McLean  recalled. — I  received  instructions  from  the  overseer  to  go  and  count  the 
work  with  the  constable^  EUiston  Brown.  I  am  sure  that  the  constable  was  with  me  during 
the  whole  time  I  was  counting,  and,  if  I  had -made  any  mistake,  I  certainly  think  it  would 
have  been  his  duty  to  have  mentioned  it.  I  certadnly  did  not  make  any  intentional  mis- 
take; and  I  found  a  great  defalcation  of  labour,  counting  the  labour  at  150  trees  per  day. 

Jane  Sims,  an  Apprentice  to  Hyde  Park ;  sworn. 

I  am  in  the  field  in  the  great  gang ;  I  was  put  in  the  coffee-store  to  pick  coffee  along 
with  some  other  negroes  ;  I  was  put  in  soon  in  the  morning,  then  let  out  to  breakfast  for 
half  an  hour ;  I  never  was  allowed  to  go  to  ease  myself,  and  I  was  not  let  out  till  about 
five  o'clock.  I  was  confined  in  the  coffee-store  from  Monday  to  Thursday  picking  coffee  5 
'  I  fi^lt  sick,  and  went  to  the  hospital  as  my  back  hurted  me ;  after  that  £  went  to  the  busha^ 
who  pulled  my  petticoat  down,  raised  up  my  shift,  and  my  person  was  exposed  to  him,  and 
he  walked  round  me ;  he  then  made  the  doctor-woman  throw  and  rub  turpentine  on  my  back. 
The  door  of  the  coffee-store  is  locked,  sometimes  outside  and  sometimes  inside ;  when  I 
was  in,  the  constable  locked  it  inside,  and  the  key  left  in  the  door.  The  busha  said  if  we 
wanted  to  ease  ourselves,  we  must  do  so  inside,  as  there  was  too  much  coffee  stolen. 

Mary  Ann  Kelly,  Doctor-woman  in  Hyde  Park ;  sworn. 

I  remember  Jane  Sims  being  brought  to  the  hothouse ;  busha  told  me  to  bring  up  all 
#  the  hothouse  peonle;  I  did  so ;  the  busha  then  sent  me  for  the  turpentine  to  rub  the  back 

of  Jane  Sims,  and  I  brought  it.  I  dropt  her  petticoat  and  drew  her  shift,  and  rubbed  her 
back  before  the  busha ;  busha  desired  me  to  do  it  that  way  ;  I  could  not  do  it  otherwise, 
as  busha  desired  me  to  do  it  so ;  I  tried  as  much  as  I  could  to  prevent  the  indecent 
exposure  of  her  person;  I  dropped  her  petticoat  halfway,  and  took  up  her  shift  to  rub  the 
hack;  a  part  of  her  person  was  exposed  behind ;  busha  desired  me  to  draw  the  shift  up 
more,  and  he  walked  about  seeing  all  of  that  part  of  her  person  which  was  exposed.  I  en- 
deavoured all  I  could  to  prevent  the  exposure ;  she  was  in  the  family  way,  but  lost  the 
child.  Sophia  Reid  was  present  when  the  person  of  Jane  Sims  was  exposed  in  the  way 
related. 

On  question  from  Mr.  Walden,  Mary  Ann  Kelly  said  busha  desired  me  to  drop  the 
petticoat  and  rub  the  back  well ;  I  did  so,  and  put  my  hand  under  the  shift  to  rub  her  back, 
but  busha  then  called  out,  **  Take  it  up,  take  it  up ;"  and  then  I  was  obliged  to  take 
the  shift  up. 

Mr.  McLean  being  examined  as  to  the  charge  of  locking  up  the  people  in  the  coflR?e- 
store  without  allowing  them  to  go  out  for  the  purposes  of  nature,  said  '*  The  gang  was 
ordered  in  the  coffee-store  to  pick  coffee,  and,  on  account  of  coffee  having  been  missed 
out  of  the  barbacues  and  coffee-store,  Mr.  Walden  desired  me  to  keep  the  coffee-store 
locked  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  carrying  any  out/'  I  did  so  for  one  day ;  they  had 
notice  given  to  theui^  and  they  had  an  hour  for  breakfast,  and  were  drawn  off  at  four  o'clock ; 
this  was  the  only  day  in  which  they  were  prevented  to  go  out,  and  when  some  of  them 
wanted  to  ease  themselves  they  did  so  in  the  coffee-store  in  a  secluded  part,  which  I  admit 
was  a  very  improper  place  for  them  to  do  so  in. 

Mr.  Walden  admitted  that  he  had  ordered  the  woman,  Jane  Sims,  up,  because  she  often 
complained  that  no  attention  was  naid  to  her  in  the  hothouse ;  that  he  did  not  perceive 
more  than  a  very  small  part  of  her  oacic ;  that  he  does  not  remember  any  other  men  being 
present,  and  that  although  he  had  a  female  companion  in  the  house,  he  did  not  call  her  to 
supply  his  place  while  the  doctor-woman  was  rubbing  the  back  of  the  woman. 

The  Court. — "  Such  conduct  on  your  part  was  highly  indecorous  and  indeed  disgusting ; 
it  betrayed  gross  outrage  upon  the  feelings  of  the  woman ;  you  may  think  little  of  it,  but 
we  assure  you  that  it  will  be  reprobated  by  every  man  of  correct  mind." 


End.  10,  in  No.  50. 


Enclosure^  10,  in  No.  60. 
Gibraltar  Case. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  in  the  Matter  of  Complaint  preferred  by  James  HaU,  an  Apprentice  to  Gibraltar, 
against  Mr.  James  Lothian,  Overseer  of  that  Property,  for  impnsomng  him  under  the 
alleged  Directions  of  the  Honourable  WUliam  Prater  (the  Attorney),  for  holdmg  "Religioos 
Meetings''  in  his  House. 

Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 
Jame$  HaU,  an  Apprentice  to  Gibraltar ;  sworn. 

About  three  weeks  ago  I  was  put  in  the  dungeon  for  having  prayer-meeting  in  my  house. 

The  overseer,  Mr.  James  Lothian,  sent  and  called  me  and  said,  "That  he  would  not  aUow 

me  to  keep  any  meeting  in  my  house  ;  that  it  was  Mr.  Prater's  orders  none  should  be  kept 
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on  Gibraltar.**    Mr.  Frater  is  the  attorney;  it  was  about  nine  o'clock  at  night  when  thej        JAMAICA, 
went  away  ;  we  began  prayers  at  Buckra's  supper  time.    There  were  only  three  strange  — 

people  from  Manchester  estate,  all  of  the  rest  were  people  belonging  to  the  property;  there 
were  only  ten  of  us  altogether.  We  have  never  had  leave  from  the  overseer  to  have  prayer- 
meetings  ;  he  would  not  allow  it;  but  when  the  people  from  Manchester  estate  came  there, 
they  proposed  that  we  should  have  prayers,  and  I  gave  the  use  of  my  house  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  we  have  never  had  prayers  there  since  that  night.  The  overseer  said  that  Mr. 
Frater  gave  orders  that  no  prayer-meetings  should  be  held  ;  we  had  not  yet  finished  when 
busha  sent  down  to  stop  us.  We  had  just  raised  a  hymn  when  the  constable,  Richard 
Moulton,  came  down  and  said,  '^  James  Hall,  busha  says  you  must  come  up  with  me  and 

So  into  the  dungeon."  When  I  asked  him  for  what  I  was  to  be  put  in,  he  said  for  having 
16  prayer-meetinff  at  my  house.  When  1  went  up  I  saw  the  overseer,  who  said,  *'  Your 
ears  are  too  hard ;  I  have  told  you  before  that  Mr.  Frater  will  not  have  any  prayer-meetings 
on  the  property,  and  yet  you  allow  it."  The  meeting  did  not  continue  to  hold  prayers  after 
I  was  taken  into  custody  ;  I  begged  busha  very  hard  not  to  put  me  into  the  dungeon,  as 
I  had  not  anything  to  eat,  and  said  I  would  not  do  so  a^in ;  but  he  would  not  take  any 
excuse,  but  put  me  into  the  dungeon,  and  let  me  out  agam  next  morning  at  six  o'clock. 
The  special  magistrate,  Capt.  T.  A.  I>illon,  came  on  the  property  afterwards,  but  I  was 
sever  taken  before  him  by  the  busha ;  heard  Mr.  Frater  myself  say,  in  last  coffee  time 
(about  July),  that  we  were  not  to  keep  prayers  on  the  property.  We  had  a  meeting  about 
that  time,  and  a  man  from  Industry  came  there  to  keep  prayers  for  us;  he  was  t^e  only 
stranger;  there  were  about  ten  of  us  present  on  that  occasion,  and  we  finished  prayers  that 
night.  Mr.  Frater  called  after  that,  summoned  all  the  people  up  and  gave  us  orders,  before 
the  overseer,  not  to  have  any  more  meetings ;  that  the  man  on  the  property  who  kept 
prayers  was  to  be  sent  to  St.  Ann's,  to  be  punished. 

Richard  Moulton,  Head-constable  on  Gibraltar ;  sworn. 

There  was  a  prayer-meeting  at  James  Hall's  house  on  Monday  last  week  ;  there  were 
three  men  from  Manchester  estate  there;  I  don't  think  there  were  12  people  present;  I 
was  not  there,  but  in  my  house ;  there  was  a  hymn  raised,  and  the  overseer  called  me  and 
told  me  to  go  and  bring  up  these  people ;  that  he  would  not  have  any  prayer-meeting  on 
the  property.  I  went  aim  took  the  three  strangers,  and  carried  them  up  to  him;  he  turned 
them  away  on  the  road,  putting  them  outside  the  gate,  and  telling  them  never  to  come 
again.  The  overseer,  on  learning  from  me  that  the  meeting  wag  held  at  James  Hall's  house, 
sent  me  to  bring  him  up  and  lock  him  up.  When  1  brought  the  old  man  up,  he  begged 
very  hard  to  be  let  go,  saying,  that  he  would  never  do  so  again ;  but  the  overseer  said^ 
''  No,  I  will  lock  you  up ;  for  if  I  let  you  go  to-night,  you  will  go  and  hold  meeting  again ; 
I  shall  lock  you  up  as  a  warning."  I  heard  Mr.  Frater  say  once,  that  he  would  not  have 
any  noise  on  the  property  at  night,  but  he  did  not  mention  anything  about  hymns  or 
prayers.  There  used  to  be  prayer-meetings  before  that  constantly  in  James  Hall's  house, 
but  a  stop  has  been  put  to  it ;  the  people  stopped  after  this  order  of  Mr.  Frater  not  to  have 
any  noise ;  1  told  them  to  stop,  as  I  consider  that  Mr.  Frater,  in  saying  he  would  not  have 
any  noise  on  the  property  at  night,  meant  by  that,  the  noise  made  by  singing  at  prayer- 
meeting.  There  has  been  no  meeting  since  the  night  that  James  Hall  was  put  into  the 
dungeon. 

Mr.  James  LotlUan,  Overseer  of  Gibraltar ;  sworn. 

I  went  as  overseer  on  Gibraltar  on  the  26th  of  June  last;  the  people,  on  one  occasion, 
after  that  date,  held  a  prayer-meeting  ;  two  men  from  Industry,  named  George  Anderson 
and  John  Duncan,  respectable  apprentices  and  masons  on  Industry,  came  to  Gibraltar  to 
conduct  the  meeting.  Before  that  night  I  told  the  constable  that  I  would  not  allow  such 
things,  as  there  was  at  Stewart-town  a  chapel  to  which  they  could  go  (about  seven  miles). 
After  the  first  meeting  I  told  the  people  that  I  would  not  allow  it.  Soon  after  Mr.  Frater 
came  and  told  him  that  the  people  had  meetings  on  the  property,  singing  psalms  and 
hymns ;  previously  to  this,  Mr.  Dexter,  the  Baptist  missionary  at  Stewart-town,  had 
written  a  letter  to  me  stating  that  I  must  not  disturb  the  people  at  tneir  meetings.  I  showed 
this  letter  to  Mr.  Frater,  but  he  would  not  read  it,  saying  that  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  Baptist  parsons.  He,  however,  afterwards  told  me  to  send  it  to  him,  which  I  did. 
On  the  first  occasion  of  Mr.  Frater's  being  told  by  me  that  the  people  had  held  a  meeting, 
he  told  me  to  go  down  to  the  coffee-store,  when  the  people  were  there  at  work,  and  desire 
the  constable  to  come  to  him.  When  the  constable,  Richard  Moulton,  went  to  him,  he  gave 
him  strict  orders  not  to  allow  such  proceedings  on  the  property ;  that  if  he  did  he  would 
send  bim  to  the  workhouse.  Mr.  Frater  then  went  away.  On  Monday  night  last  fort- 
night I  heard  a  singing  of  hymns  at  the  negro-houses ;  I  immediately  called  out  to  them 
to  stop ;  but  the  houses  of  the  people  were  not  very  near  to  the  place  where  I  called  out ; 
I  called  out  three  times;  and,  as  they  did  not  stop,  I  called  for  the  constable,  who  stopped 
«  some  little  time  before  he  answered.  I  called  to  him  to  fetch  the  people  up,  and  was  going 
down  myself,  when  I  met  him  coming  up  with  three  of  the  Manchester  estate  apprentices 
by  the  ^ate.  I  told  him  to  let  them  go,  and  bring  the  man  in  whose  house  the  meeting 
was  held.  The  Manchester  people  were  following  me  up  to  the  overseer's  house,  and 
I  told  them  that  they  must  go  aWay  from  the  property  instantly.  I  went  to  the  house  and 
left  them  on  the  road  going;  I  then  directed  the  constable  to  bring  up  James  Hall,  and 
lock  him  up  in  the  dungeon^  having  ascertained  that  the  meeting  had  been  in  his  house ; 
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JAMAICA.        be  was  locked  up,  and  let  out  in  the  morning;  but  I  never  took  him  after  that  before  the 

'        special  magistrates  to  complain ;  is  quite  certain  that  Mr.  Prater  told  the  man  that  he 

ivould  send  nim  himself  to  the  workhouse  if  he  allowed  any  meetings  of  that  kind  there. 


End.  11,  in  No.  50.  Enclosure  11,  in  No.  60. 

Sammy  HilTs  Case. 
MINUTES  of  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brown*s-towny  respecting  the  Death  of  a  Male  Apprentice  to  Cave  Valley  Estate 
in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  named  Sammy  Hill ;  and  on  other  Complaints  made  by 
sundry  Apprentices  of  Cave  Valley  Estate,  respecting  the  Discipline  ot  that  Property. 

Saturday,  30  September  1837. 

Robert  Morris,  recalled  ;  sworn. — I  remember  Sammy  Hill,  an  old  watchman  at  Cave 
Valley  ;  he  was  the  watchman  of  a  corn-piece^  and  was  coming  home  at  night,  when  the 
dogs  at  the  trash-house  raised  upon  him,  and  he  fell  and  broke  one  of  his  feet.  The 
busha  set  the  leg  before  the  doctor  came ;  he  knew  the  circumstance  at  night  when  it 
happened;  I  don't  know  whether  the  busha  set  the  leg  at  night  or  in  the  morning. 
Sammy  Hill  said  he  was  coming  to  his  house  for  his  victuals ;  I  do  not  know  who  it  was 
that  carried  him  to  the  hothouse;  I  saw  him  when  he  was  about  being  carried  to  the  hot- 
house ;  I  looked  through  my  door  and  saw  him. 

Caroline  Hall,  recalled;  sworn.— -I  was  not  doctor-woman  at  the  time  of  Sammy  Hill's 
accident;  Catherine  James  was  the  doctor-woman. 

John  Hogg,  recalled;  sworn. — I  remember  the  time  that  Sammy  Hill  broke  his  leg;  it 
was  in  the  night;  I  saw  him  in  the  morning,  when  they  were  carrying  him  to  the  hot- 
house, but  not  since. 

Catherine  Hanson,  recalled;  sworn. — I  remember  going  into  the  hothouse  after  the 
accident  to  Sammy  Hill,  and  seeing  him  there ;  Doctor  Samuel  Tucker  was  there ;  Doctor 
Tucker  was  quarrelling  with  him  for  his  obstinacy  in  not  going  upon  the  bed  to  lay  him- 
self down,  from  which  obstinacy  the  leg  would  not  set  properly;  1  saw  the  doctor  fed  the 
leg;  it  was  all  quite  swelled,  and  the  front  of  the  bone  on  the  thigh  was  cocked  op;  the 
doctor  was  also  quarrelling  about  the  box  which  was  made  to  put  the  man's  foot  in,  as  it 
Tvas  very  badly  made.  I  don't  know  how  many  days  after  the  fracture  it  was  before  the 
doctor  saw  him,  but  I  don't  think  that  that  was  the  first  time. 

Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 
Catherine  James,  Doctor-woman  on  Cave  Valley;  sworn. 
I  was  doctor- woman  when  Sammy  Hill  received  the  bite  from  the  dog,  and  broke  his 
leg;  busha  sent  to  call  me,  and  on  going  to  him  he  sent  me  to  call  the  bookkeeper  up, 
whom  he  sent  to  the  place  where  Sammy  JHill  was  at.  A  man,  by  the  name  of  Sam  6ordoo, 
was  also  sent  to  assist  the  bookkeeper  in  raising  up  Sammy  Hill  and  carrying  him  to  the 
workhouse;  they  carried  him  to  the  hothouse,  and  busha  examined  his  broken  leg  and 
bound  it  with  the  back  of  the  mountain  cabbage ;  after  setting  the  bone,  the  leg  was 
bandaged  quite  tight,  and  was  kept  wet  with  vinegar.  In  the  morning  busha  sent  for  the 
doctor,  who  came  the  following  day ;  he  only  looked  at  the  leg,  but  did  not  remove  the 
bandage.  On  being  told  that  busha  had  set  it,  he  said  it  was  set  quite  well,  there  was  no 
occasion  for  him  to  pull  it ;  he  gave  the  man  a  dose  of  salts.  The  man  was  bitten  by  the 
dog  on  both  legs,  which  were  poulticed,  and  got  quite  sound  afterwards;  the  fracture  was 
on  the  right  thigh  ;  the  man  lived  about  three  or  four  months  after  that;  he  never  got  up, 
or  moved  about  on  crutches  during  the  time,  and  he  never  went  out  of  the  hospital.  One 
day  he  made  an  attempt  to  creep  out  of  the  door,  and  got  as  far  as  the  threshold  and  sat 
down  there;  at  the  time  of  his  aeath  his  testicles  began  to  get  quite  swelled  ;  a  box  was 
made  to  put  his  leg  in,  and,  it  being  too  large,  I  used  to  stuff  it  with  cloth  ;  when  I  was 
there  he  would  keep  his  leg  in,  but  in  my  absence  he  always  tried  to  take  out  the  stuffing 
and  move  the  leg.  The  doctor  used  to  see  him  often ;  at  one  time  he  pulled  the  bandage 
oflF  and  put  the  bone  right,  and  then  bandaged  it  again ;  it  was  about  a  week  or  two  after 
he  saw  him  first  that  he  did  that.  During  his  confinement  in  the  hothouse  the  bone 
showed  itself  out  of  the  flesh  a  little  bit;  tne  old  man  used  to  fret  a  great  deal  about  it. 
The  accident  took  place  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock ;  when  I  went  to  see  him  at  the  place 
where  he  was,  I  did  not  see  any  basket,  or  anything  at  all  with  him.  While  he  was  in  the 
liothouse,  busha  never  gave  him  anything  but  a  little  toddy  in  the  evening;  he  gave  him 
that  every  evening ;  the  man's  wife  used  to  bring  him  whatever  he  wantea,  but  he  would 
scarcely  take  anything.  There  was  no  inquest  held  on  the  body  after  the  death  of  the* 
man  ;  he  was  buried  by  his  wife. 

Sam  Gordon,  a  Watchman  on  Cave  Valley ;  sworn. 

I  remember  Sammy  Hill ;  I  remember  the  night  of  the  accident  which  he  received.  Busha 
|)ut  me  to  watch  the  yard,  and  told  me  that  whenever  I  heard  the  dog,  I  must  go  and  see 

what 
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what  was  the  matter.    One  night  I  heard  the  dog  bark,  and  I  went  to  see ;  I  saw  Sammy        JAMAICA. 

Hillj  sitting  down,  with  one  leg  stretched  out,  and  the  other  bent  under  him ;  I  asked  him  «— — 

what  was  tne  matter  with  him^  and  why  he  had  left  the  place  busha  gave  him  to  watch; 

I  told  him  that  busha  would  be  vexed  with  him.     He  said,  "  Yes,  I  know  that ;  .but  what 

can  I  do  ?  "    I  informed  busha  of  the  accident,  who  got  up  directly  and  sent  me  for  the 

doctor-woman ;  he  also  sent  for  the  bookkeeper,  and  when  we  had  all  come  up,  he  sent  us 

to  the  place  where  Sammy  Hill  was  lying  down.     Busha  went  himself,  and,  on  getting  to 

the  place»  asked  him  what  he  was  doing  there ;  he  told  him  that  he  should  have  been  at 

his  watch.    Sammy  Hill  replied,  that  he  was  ou  his  way  to  the  apprentices*  yard  to  get 

something  to  eat.     Busha  sent  me  to  get  somebody  from  the  negro-yard  to  help  to  carry 

Sammy  Hill  to  the  hothouse ;  I  did  not  get  anybody,  and  I  carried  him  myself  on  my  back 

to  the  hothouse,  holding  the  lame  leg  in  one  hand ;  he  placed  his  two  hands  over  my 

stomach;  I  was  never  called  to  give  evidence  before  any  inquest. 

Saturday,  30  September  1837. 

Robert  Morris,  recalled. — No  person  ever  struck  me  in  the  field :  I  have  seen  the  busha 
strike  people ;  I  saw  the  busha  jam  with  his  stick  a  man,  by  the  name  of  Robert  Douglas, 
on  his  chest ;  when  he  jammed  him,  Robert  Douglas  told  him  that  he  would  know  the 
cause  of  his  being  jammed  ;  the  busha  said  that  be  did  not  care  for  the  king,  much  less 
the  magistrate ;  the  man  did  not  fall,  but  he,  the  busha,  went  on  trying  to  shove  him  down, 
and  at  last  when  the  man  catch  up  he  left  him. 

John  Hogg  recalled. — I  remember  one  morning  seeing  a  boy  come  to  the  hothouse  ; 
busha  came  in  from  the  field  and  asked  the  boy,  Richard  Merryday  or  Meredith,  what  he 
wanted;  he  said  he  was  sick.  Busha  took  his  supple-jack  and  flogged  him  off  the  step; 
and,  as  the  boy  still  persisted  in  not  going  away,  he  took  him  in  the  hospital;  I  went  to 
him  myself  in  the  still-house ;  he  had  ordered  me  out  the  night  before  by  the  constable  to 
;o  to  the  field ;  1  went  to  hin^  the  next  day  to  the  still-house  for  a  hoe ;  he  said,  **  Go  away, 
have  no  hoe."  I  asked  him  how  I  could  go  to  the  field  without  a  hoe  ;  that  I  should  only 
have  to  stand  up  and  look  at  the  rest;  he  still  refused  giving  me  the  hoe;  and  as  I  con- 
tinued to  ask,  he  took  the  liquor-rod  which  he  had  in  his  hand,  and  gave  me  a  push  at  the 
stomach  with  it,  which  dropped  me  down ;  I  fell  backwards,  and  said  that  I  would  com- 
plain when  the  magistrate  came,  and  I  told  Robert  Morris  that  I  would  call  him  as  a 
witness ;  but  when  the  captain  came  I  did  not  complain,  as  I  did  not  think  much  of  it, 
considering  that  the  busha  had  struck  me  in  a  passion.  I  went  to  tiie  field  that  day,  and 
worked  Wednesday  and  Thursday.  On  Friday,  as  busha  owed  me  a  day,  he  sent  to  call 
me,  and  said,  *^  Hogg,  I  owe  you  a  day  ;  you  can  go  now  and  take  it.''  I  went  and  bad  it. 
On  Sunday  night  busha  sent  to  tell  me' that  I  might  return  to  my  work  in  the  carpenter's 
shop,  and  I  went ;  I  do  not  know  why  I  was  pitched  upon  to  go  to  the  field,  and  the  other 
carpenters  left.  Busha  and  I  never  quarrelled  on  any  other  occasion ;  he  has  never  done 
me  anything  else  that  I  could  complain  of.  Sometimes  when  we,  the  tradespeople,  are 
working  in  the  wood,  and  busha  comes  up,  if  he  happens  to  be  in  a  good  humour,  and  we 
beg  him  for  a  little  rum,  he  sends  it  to  us.  I  have  heard  (but  never  saw  it)  that  the  same 
indulgence  has  been  given  sometimes  to  the  field-people. 

Catherine  Hanson  complained  to  the  Commissioners  that  some  time  ago  there  was  a  great 
£ood  on  Cave  Valley,  which  came  down  so  heavy  as  to  alarm  the  people  who  wlsre  in  the  hot- 
house ;  who,  thereupon,  broke  two  of  the  panes  of  the  sash,  went  out  on  the  barbacue,  and 
then  pulled  out  a  few  of  the  sticks  of  the  fence,  and  went  to  the  negro-houses ;  they  said  they 
were  trying  Jo  escape  from  the  coming  water.  Busha  carried  them  to  the  magistrate  for 
breaking  out  of  the  hospital,  and  they  were  sentenced  by  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon  to  be  flogged; 
their  names  are  Richard  James  and  William  Hall.  From  the  time  of  his  flogging,  which 
was  at  Kensington,  I  believe,  by  the  police,  Richard  James  never  recovered  his  sickness 
until  the  week  before  last,  when  I  understood  that  the  magistrate  ordered  him  out  of  the 
hothouse  for  change  of  air;  he  has  not  recovered  his  health  from  the  day  of  his  flogging 
until  now ;  he  was  always  a  strong  young  man  before  that,  but  he  has  not  since  his 
flogging  been  able  to  work  either  for  his  owner  or  himself. 

With  regard  to  the  flood,  John  Hogg  said,  I  remember  the  time  of  the  water  coming 
down  ;  it  was  at  night;  I  was  in  my  house,  and  heard  a  great  noise;  a  little  boy,  between 
three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  jumped  up  and  said,  **  Master,  1  am  wet"  I  got  up, 
and  on  putting  my  feet  to  the  ground,  I  found  them  in  water;  I  opened  the  door,  and  on 
looking  out  I  saw  the  water  all  before  my  door  in  the  garden.  I  halloed  out  to  my  house- 
keeper, who  was  in  the  house  where  I  was  sleeping  (the  house  was  hers),  and  said,  "  Susan, 
awake,  we  are  in  the  flood ;  endeavour  to  assist  yourself,  for  I  must  go  to  my  own  house 
to  look  after  my  things."  On  my  way  going  1  alarmed  the  people,  who  got  up;  they 
brought  lights,  and  began  to  assist  themselves;  I  went  to  my  house, and  took  out  as  many 
things  as  f  could,  and  carried  them  up  to  the  hill,  and  laid  them  by  my  aunt's  house; 
I  went  backwards  and  forwards  to  my  mother's  house  till  day-light;  the  rain  was  pouring 
down  all  the  time.  The  water  at  the  night  took  my  bouse  about  the  depth  of  11  feet;  it 
was  sometime  about  four  or  five  days  before  the  water  cleared  away,  and  I  then  began  to 
put  my  house  in  order,  and  put  my  things  in ;  some  of  the  houses  in  the  gully  below  the 
great  house  were  entirely  covered,  being  rather  low,  and  the  water  rising  there  to  a  great 
height.  After  the  flood  was  over,  the  overseer  told  the  people  that  if  they  would  build 
iionses  in  a  high  situation,  and  would  carry  their  shingles  off  the  old  houses,  he  would  give 
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JAMAICA.       them  every  assistance  with  the  tradespeople  on  the  property ;  those  people  whose  houses 
-«—  were  destroyed  received  the  assistance  from  the  busha,  which  he  promised.    With  re^rd 

to  the  hospital  on  the  night  of  the  flood,  there  is  a  cellar  underneath ;  and  I  don't  think 
that  the  water  affected  the  cellar,  nor  do  I  think  the  hothouse  was  in  any  danger ;  but  the 
people  were  afraid,  in  consequence  of  the  great  rush  of  water  in  the  gully,  which  was  nearly 
iM  '  ,  The  gully  was  between  tlie  hothouse  and  the  negro-houses ;  and  had  the  people 
in  the  hothouse  attempted  to  go  to  the  negro-houses  they  must  have  been  lost.  The  water 
entirely  surrounded  the  negro-houses  to  a  great  depth.  About  ii  years  ago  there  was 
another  flood;  it  was  worse  than  this;  but  as  it  came  in  the  day,  and  the  last  one  in  the 
night,  the  people  were  not  so  much  frightened  then ;  people  were  in  the  hothouse  the 
first  time,  and  as  the  door  did  not  use  to  be  locked  then,  the  people  who  were  in  it  had  an 
opportunity  of  coming  out. 


End.  i3,iaNo.5o.  Enclosure  12,  in  No.  60. 

Cardif  Hall  Cos^s. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  BrowrCs  Town^  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  respecting  certain  Complaints  made 
by  the  Apprentices  attached  to  Cardiff'  Hall  and  Unity  Pent. 

Thomas  CohalTs  Case. 
Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 

Thomas  CohaUy  a  Field  Labourer  on  Unity  and  Cardiff*  Hall  Pens ;  sworn. 

I  BEMEMBER  being  one  night  last  year  the  watchman  of  pimento,  on  the  barbacue  ; 
before  the  apprenticeship  three  persons  were  placed  to  watch  the  barbacue;  since  the 
apprenticeship  the  busha  took  me  and  two  others  to  watch  the  barbacue.  Last  year  crop 
time  the  barbacue  was  quite  full,  and  it  was  more  than  one  man  could  undertake  to  watch  it, 

•  as  the  other  two  were  taken  off.  I  feent  by  the  driver  to  tell  busha  this,  and  he  sent  for 
answer,  that  he  would  not  take  me  off,  nor  give  me  anybody  to  help,  except  he  got  me 
■well  corrected  for  it.  This  answer  was  brought  to  me  by  the  constable,  Benjamin  Moncrie£ 
I  still  kept  on  watching,  and  one  night  I  felt  quite  sick,  and  went  to  the  bookkeeper  and 
complained  of  my  belly,  carrying  a  man  with  me  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Hull,  wno  was 

.  willing  to  take  my  place.  I  went  home,  and  before  1  could  reach  the  house,  Thomas  Hull 
ran  after  me,  to  tell  me  that  the  night  was  so  dark  some  one  had  come  and  had  attempted 
to  steal  a  half  bag  of  pimento  ;  that  they  had  filled  a  bag  half  way  and  left;  it.  I  went 
back  to  the  bookkeper  with  Thomas  Hull,  and  the  bookkeeper  said,  "  Well,  Thomas,  just 
as  you  went  away  somebody  has  come  to  steal  the  pimento."  I  said  I  was  very  sorry  for 
it;  he  said  he  would  complain  in  the  morning  to  busha,  and  I  said  I  could  not  help  it^  as 
I  had  told  busha  already  tnat  it  was  more  than  me  (one)  could  manage.  In  the  morning 
busha  was  told  of  it,  and  sent  for  Mr.  Sowley,  the  special  magistrate,  before  whom  I  was 
carri^d^  and  received  40  stripes  at  St.  Ann's  workhouse.  1  received  the  flogging,  and 
went  back  to  the  property.  When  I  reached  home  I  went  to  the  hothouse  lor  a  week^ 
and  after  that  I  went  to  work  ;  the  back  broke  out  in  sores,  and  busha  said  that  he  was 
very  glad  to  find  that  I  got  it  so  well.  I  watched  the  barbacue  then  at  night,  receiving 
the  day  in  return,  until  the  crop  was  finished. 

Mr.  Joseph  Osborny  Overseer  to  Cardiff  Hall ;  sworn. 

When  I  took  charge  of  Cardiff  Hall,  in  November  1835,  I  found  Thomas  Cohall  the 
only  watchman  on  the  barbacue ;  the  pimento  crop  was  nearly  finished ;  he  continued  as 
a  watchman  all  through  the  crop,  receiving  the  day  in  return  for  his  night.  He  was  a 
watchman  also  all  out  of  crop  in  1836  ;  he  sent  to  me  by  the  head-constable,  to  say  that 
the  watch  was  too  much  for  him.  I  told  the  constable,  Benjamin,  that  the  watch  was  not 
too  much,  because  he  could  see  the  pimento  all  over  the  barbacues,  at  any  part  of  the  bar- 
bacues  he  might  choose  to  stand  ;  I  did  not  consider  that  equal  to  watching  a  cattle*pcn, 
which  is  now-a-days  done  by  one  man.  A  few  days  afterwards  he  sent  to  say  that  he 
wished  to  be  taken  away  from  the  watch ;  I  told  him  I  could  not  think  of  taking  him 
away,  as  he  had  a  very  easy  job  for  the  last  12  months,  when  there  was  no  pimento  to 
waich ;  that  he  never  wished  to  be  taken  away  out  of  crop,  and  I  refused  to  take  him 
away  when  there  was  a  little  work  to  do.  I  knew  no  fault  against  the  man,  and  I  deny 
having  made  any  threat  to  Benjamin  to  punish  him,  as  I  had  no  fault  to  find  with  him. 
A  few  days  previous  to  the  28th  September  1836,  Mr.  Butler,  the  bookkeeper  at  the  bar- 
bacues, told  me  that  he  had  caught  Thomas  Hull  stealing  pimento.  I  told  Mr.  Butler  to 
relate  what  had  taken  place  ;  he  said  that,  in  the  evening  previous,  he  noticed  that  Thomas 
Cohall  had  come  to  nis  work  as  usual,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Hull ;  they  remained 
together  in  a  way  he  did  not  like  the  appearance  of;  before  going  to  bed,  about  nine 
o'clock,  he,  the  bookkeeper,  took  a  walk  round  the  barbacues,  and  found  a  bag  of  pimento 
Dearly  dry,  which  weighed  the  next  morning  84  lbs. ;  it  was  lying  off  the  barbacue  a 
few  paces;  Thomas  Hull  was  standing  beside  it,  but  had  not  hold  of  it.  He,  the  book- 
keeper, then  called  to  the  watchman,  Thomas  Cohall,  but  he  did  not  appear,  and  Mr. 
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Butler^  the  bookkeeper^  said  he  was  certain  the  watchman  had  gone  away  for  the  pur-         JAMAICA. 

pose  of  allowing  Thomas  Hull  to  take  the  pimento*     I  did  not  send  for  a  special  magis-  — — 

trate,  but  waited  until  Mr.  Sowley's  usual  day  to  visit  the  property ;  I  brought  both  of 

the  men  before  Mr.  Sowley  on  the  aSth  September,  and  I  related  the  case  to  Mr.  Sowley, 

but  he  refused  to  adjudicate  on  Thomas  Hull,  alleging  that  it  was  an  act  of  theft.     I  then 

preferred  a  charge  against  Cohall  for  neglect  of  his  duty  as  a  watchman^  as  it  was  my 

opinion  be  was  implicated  in  the  theft ;  he  was  sentenced  to  receive  20  stripes  at  St.  Ann's 

Bay,  and  return  to  the  property.     I  heard  nothing  of  his  being  sick  either  before  or  after 

the  night  that  he  left  the  watch,  but  I  admitted  him  into  the  hospital  after  being  Bogged. 

Mr.  Butler  never  told  me  that  he  had  allowed  Cohall  to  go  home ;  and  the  assertion  made 

by  Cohall  this  day  of  that  circumstance  is  the  first  tliat  I  have  heard  respecting  it;  he  was 

restored  to  his  watch  after  coming  out  of  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Jamet  Black,  Book-keeper  on  Cardi£F  Hall ;  sworn. 

I  am  aware  of  Cohali's  being  tried  by  Mr.  Sowley ;  he  was  sentenced  to  receive  20 
stripes  in  the  St.  Ann's  house  of  correction.  I  copied  the  commitment  myself;  the  com- 
mitment stated  that  he  was  to  receive  20  stripes.  After  his  return  from  the  workhouse 
he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital,  and  remained  there  for  a  few  weeks ;  he  then  went  out 
to  his  work. 

Wednesday,  4  October  1837. 
Mr.  Butler,  formerly  Book-keeper  on  Cardiff  Hall ;  sworn. 

One  mommg,  I  do  not  remember  dates,  I  saw  Thomas  Cohall  bringing  Thomas  Hull 
to  the  barbacues  ;  I  asked  what  Thomas  Hull  wanted ;  Cohall  said  he  had  brought  him 
to  assist  him  to  watch.  I  allowed  him  to  remain  ;  this  was  at  dusk.  About  two  hours  after 
I  came  out  of  my  room»  to  see  if  all  was  right,  and  the  watchman  there ;  I  found  Thomas 
Hull  standing  on  the  barbacues,  which  had  been  disturbed,  as  if  some  of  the  pimento  had 
been  taken  away.  I  passed  on  to  the  end  of  the  barbacue  to  see  if  I  could  oiscover  any 
nerson  loitering  about ;  I  there  found  a  bag  of  pimento.  The  pimento  was  cast  off  the 
barbacue,  and  Hull  was  standing  at  the  spot  where  it  appeared  to  have  been  taken.  I  in- 
quired of  him  for  Cohall;  he  ^ave  me  no  decisive  answer,  but  told  me  he  had  stepped  out. 
I  made  him  carry  the  pimento  into  my  room,  and  lock  it  up.  Cohall  never  asked  me  on 
that  evening  for  permission  to  go  away  as  he  was  sick,  and  to  get  another  man  to  watch 
for  him ;  1  did  not  give  him  leave  to  go  away  that  evening.  No  express  was  sent  for  the 
special  magistrate ;  ne  came  the  next  day  to  visit  the  property  ^  he  came  on  the  estate  to 
pay  his  usual  visit.  He  begged  me  very  hard  not  to  mention  the  circumstance  to  the 
overseer,  and  got  a  man  named  Gordon  to  beg,  but  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  it  to 
the  overseer.  My  opinion  is  that  both  Cohall  and  Hull  were  concerned  in  the  robbery ; 
Cohall  was  sentenced  to  receive  20  lashes. 


James  Carter^s  Case. 

Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 

Jixmes  Carter,  Apprentice  to  Cardiff  Hall ;  sworn. 

I  was  working  on  a  ground  on  the  Catherine  Warren  side  ;  my  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother used  to  work  the  same  ground.  Busha  took  away  the  ground  after  the  provisions 
had  grown  some  height;  he  went  into  the  ground  and  pulled  all  the  provisions,  and  made 
the  watchman  cut  up  with  his  cutlass  what  he  did  not  pull  up.  I  was  working  at  Orange 
Valley ;  and  a  tree,  which  a  man  was  falling,  smashed  my  foot,  and  I  went  to  the  hospital. 
After  the  wound  got  well  I  returned  to  my  work,  and  was  taken  to  Brown*s-town,  where 
I  was  called  by  the  police.  When  I  got  home  I  went  to  the  hospital.  I  went  to  the 
doctor-man,  and  asked  him  to  bleed  me;  he  said  he  could  not  do  it  then,  but  gave  me  a 
'  dose  of  salt  physic.  After  taking  it,  busha  made  the  doctor-man,  William  Nash,  and  the 
bookkeeper,  Mr.  Black,  put  me  in  the  bilboes.  I  do  not  know  how  long  I  was  confined ; 
I  had  fits  when  I  was  in  the  stocks.  When  I  got  well  I  returned  to  my  work.  At  the  time 
my  foot  got  mashed  by  the  fall  of  the  tree,  and  was  injured,  I  went  to  the  hothouse ;  and 
wnen  the  foot  was  near  getting  well,  busha  took  and  put  my  foot  in  the  bilboes  two  nights 
and  three  days.  He  only  allowed  me  a  little  time  to  wash  my  foot  in  the  morning;  and  I 
could  not  get  any  water  in  the  hospital  to  drink,  and  busha  would  not  allow  me  to  go  to 
the  negro-houses  to  get  any. 

Thomas  White,  an  Apprentice  to  Cardiff  Hall ;  sworn. 

I  remember  James  Carter  being  in  the  hothouse  and  the  stocks ;  he  bad  a  sore  foot. 
I  never  remember  his  having  a  fit  in  the  stocks.  He  said  that  he  was  working  and  cutting 
wood  at  Orange  Valley;  and,  after  cutting  a  tree,  a  part  of  it  ran  down  and  hurt  his  foot. 
He  came  to  the  hospital ;  I  was  there  at  the  time,  and  his  feet,  and  those  of  the  rest  of  the 
sore-footed  people,  were  put  by  busha  in  the  stocks.  One  Wednesday  evening,  busha  was  at 
the  stall  serving  beef,  and  there  was  no  dressing  out  for  dressing  the  feet  When  busha  came 
home  the  doctor-man  went  to  the  overseer  for  dressing.  When  he  came  back,  he  said  that 
the  busha  had  asked  whether  he  had  placed  the  sore-footed  people  in  the  stocks.    He 
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JAMAICA.       replied,  *'  No ;"  and  the  busha  asking  him  why  he  had  not  done  so,  he  answered  that  there 
..  was  no  dressing  out.     Busha  then  sent  another  man  to  see  whether  the  people's  feet  were 

in  the  stocks  or  not.  The  man  was  named  William  Nash ;  the  doctor-man  is  named  WiUiam 
James.  Nash  went  back  and  told  the  busha  that  the  people's  feet  were  not  in  the  stocks. 
The  busha  sent  by  William  Nash,  and  put  William  James  in  the  dark  room  for  not  doing 
so.  The  dark  room  was  in  the  hospital ;  and  directly  as  William  Nash  put  William 
James  into  the  dark  room,  there  was  the  busha  appeared  in  hospital,  who  met  James 
Carter,  with  the  calabash  and  dressing  in  his  hand,  just  going  to  dress*  his  feet.  He  said, 
*'  Why  did  not  you  dress  your  feet  before  ?  "  and  got  very  angry.  Directly  he  met  up 
James  Carter,  and  began  to  shove  him.  He  shoved  him  into  the  dark  room,  where  the 
stocks  are ;  and  by  the  way  he  was  shoving  James  Carter,  the  water  and  the  dressing  were 
all  thrown  away..  James  Carter  said,  "What  is  busha  shoving  me  in  this  way  for;  busha 
should  not  shove  me  in  this  way;  he  is  taking  an  advantage  of  me;  I  was  put  on  my 
work,  and  had  my  foot  cut ;  I  come  to  the  hospital,  and  if  busha  don't  allow  me  to  have 
my  foot  dressed,  how  am  I  to  dress  it."  Busha  then  said,  *'  I  will  put  you  in  the  stocks, 
for  you  should  have  dressed  your  feet  long  before  this."  Busha  then  put  his  feet  in  the 
stocks,  which  he  locked,  and  then  took  away  the  key.  At  five  o'clock  he  gave  William 
Nash  the  key  to  come  and  pull  James  Carter's  feet  out  of  the  stocks,  for  him  to  go  and 
wash  them.  The  feet  were  washed,  and  he  was  clapped  back  in  the  stocks,  which  was 
locked,  and  the  key  carried  back  to  the  overseer.  He  was  in  the  stocks  two  nights  and 
three  days.  After  he  was  pulled  out  of  the  stocks,  on  Friday  evening,  to  have  his  feet 
dressed,  he  pretended  as  if  he  were  going  to  wnsh  his  feet;  but  instead  of  doing  so,  he 
ran  away  to  Orange  Valley,  to  complain  to  Mr.  Miller,  who  he  understood  was  there;  but 
Mr.  Miller  was  sick  in  bed,  and  did  not  see  him.  He  was  followed  by  William  Nash,  who 
took  him  up  and  brought  him  back.  After  fetching  him  back,  Nash  went  and  told  the 
overseer,  who  ordered  the  head-constable  and  Nash  to  carry  him  to  Brown's-town.  He 
was  carried  to  Brown's-town,  and  on  his  return  he  was  brisker  than  Nash  or  the  head- 
constable,  and  ran  into  the  hothouse  first.  He  said  to  the  doctor-man,  James,  "  Doctor,  I 
beg  you  to  bleed  me ;"  he  said,  "  No,  I  can't  bleed  you  to-day,  for  you  have  bled  enough 
already ;  I  will  give  you  a  dose  of  salts.  Get  me  a  pan  of  water."  James  Carter  then 
said,  **  There  is  no  water  in  the  hospital-house."  The  doctor-man  then  told  him  to  go  to 
the  overseer's  house  for  some.  I  did  not  co  up  with  him  to  see  what  passed,  but  just  as 
he  was  coming  out  of  the  kitchen,  I  saw  the  overseer  riding  up.  When  he  came  down  to 
the  hospital,  I  said,  "  What  did  the  busha  say  to  you?"  He  replied,  *'  The  busha  said, '  If 
you  had  been  flogged  at  BrownVtown  to-day,  you  would  not  have  come  up  to  take 
dinner  with  me  now.'"  Directly  the  busha  got  very  vexed,  and  sent  the  head*bookkeeper, 
Mr.  Black,  and  the  head-constable,  to  tell  William  Nash  that  he  thought  he  had  given  him 
orders  to  put  James  Carter  into  the  stocks  after  bringing  him  from  Brown's-town. 
Mr.  Black  said  that  he  would  put  James  Carter  into  the  dark  room.  James  Carter  said 
be  would  not  go  there;  that  he  had  not  been  placed  there  before;  but  Mr.  Black  insisted 
that  he  should.  James  Carter  said  he  would  not  go  to  the  dark  room  either  for  Mr.  Black 
or  Benjamin,  the  head-constable,  or  for  William  Nash  ;  he  said  that  twice;  and  Mr.  Black 
saying  ihat  he  would  have  him  go  into  the  dark  room,  William  Nash  held  him  round  his 
waist,  and  took  him  up  and  threw  him  on  the  bed,  Benjamin  called  me  out  to  assist,  and 
put  James  Carter  in  the  stocks.  I  said,  *'  No,  I  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it." 
After  throwing  him  on  the  bed,  Benjamin  took  hold  of  the  feet,  William  James  lilted  up 
the  stocks,  and  James  Carter's  feet  were  ihen  put  in,  when  he,  James  Carter,  fell  into  a  fit. 
After  they  put  him  into  the  stocks  they  locked  it,  and  went  away  leaving  him  in  the  fit. 
I  then  went  into  the  room  where  he  wsis,  and  saw  one  of  his  feet  in  the  stocks  and  the  other 
on  the  ground.  I  raised  his  head  up  by  putting  a  mat  under  it,  and  took  up  his  foot  from  the 
ground  and  put  it  on  the  bed,  i.  e.  the  platform  so  called.  I  called  to  William  James,  and  said, 
'^  You  had  better  go  and  look  toJames  Carter ;  you  are  the  doctor-man,  and  if  anything  comes 
against  you  I  will  be  a  witness  for  it."  He  repUed,  "  What  can  I  do  ?"  He  said,  "  The  head- 
bookkeeper  and  the  head-constable  put  him  in,  and  the  same  them  put  him  in,  the  same  he 
will  remain."  I  then  told  him  he  had  better  send  for  the  constable,  as  he  was  lying  very 
bad.  He  then  sent  directly  to  call  Benjamin  from  his  house,  who  immediately  after  he 
came  ran  to  the  overseer  for  the  key,  and  told  him  that  James  Carter  had  died  away  in 
the  stocks.  Benjamin  came  back  and  took  his  feet  out,  and  the  doctor-man  ran  up  to  the 
overseer,  who  came  down  himself  directly.  He  got  very  vexed,  and  said  that  he  did  not 
order  him  to  be  put  into  the  dark  room.  Benjamin  said  it  was  the  bcokkeeper  ordered 
him  to  do  it.  The  overseer  ran  and  took  a  new  bottle  of  hartshorn,  and  rubbed  James 
Carter  with  some  of  it.  He  clapped  also  his  feet  and  hands  in  hot  water,  and  made  a 
little  toddy  to  give  to  him;  but  with  all  they  did,  he  did  not  speak.  A  spoon  was  con- 
stantly  kept  in  his  mouth,  and  turned  about  to  keep  the  jaw  fVom  being  locked.  This  was 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  and  he  never  spoke  until  Sunday,  about  ^ight  o'clock.  I  asked  him 
then  where  hurt  him  ;  he  did  not  speak,  but  laid  his  hand  on  hfs  breast.  In  a  half  hour 
after  be  died  away  the  same  way  ;  the  busha  could  get  no  rest  for  it,  and  no  doctor  was 
near.  Busha  went  on  Monday  to  Antrim  and  got  Doctor  Greaves,  the  new  doctor.  After 
the  doctor  came,  he  gave  him  many  things,  and  asked  him  where  he  felt  pain.  He  put  his 
hand  on  his  breast.  The  doctor  mixed  up  and  left  several  things  with  me  to  give  him,  and 
on  Tuesday  he  was  a  little  better.  Busha  attended  him  very  well  in  the  hospital,  and  gave 
him  every  thing  that  was  necessary;  he  could  not  attend  him  better,  and  gave  him  a  womaa 
to  rake  care  of  him. 
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Wednesday,  4  October  1837.  JAMAICA. 

Mr.  Joseph  Osborne,  Overaeer  of  Cardiff-hall;  sworn. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  or  probably  more^  the  provision-ground  belonging  to  the 
bouse  was  nearly  worn  out.  We  have  a  run  of  land  called  *'  Catherine  Warren/*  which 
had  not  been  wrought  probably  for  30  years,  in  high  wood,  and  1  selected  a  piece  in  the 
fonn  of  a  cock-pit,  containing  probably  about  three  acres ;  I  sent  the  people,  ana  they  felled 
part  of  this  land,  and  the  other  part  I  marked,  so  that  none  of  the  apprentices  should  go 
to  it;  I  made  them  fully  acquainted  with  my  having  done  this.  There  is  abundance  of 
ground,  several  hundred  of  acres,  which  the  apprentices  might  take  for  their  grounds.  I 
went  to  the  mountain  some  week  after  this  land  had  been  fallen,  and  1  found  that  nine  or 
ten  different  families  had  commenced  to  cut  and  plant  the  very  ground  that  I  had  selected 
for  the  house  use.  I  pointed  out  to  all  the  head  people  the  impropriety  of  their  doing  so, 
and  told  tliem  that  1  would  not  allow  it :  several  of  them  declined  going  farther,  and  gave 
up  what  they  had  done.  James  Carter  and  John  Edwards  still  continued  to  work  that 
ground,  and  enlarged  it.  I  afterwards  remonstrated  with  James  Carter  and  John  Edwards, 
when  the  latter  begged  me  to  allow  his  provisions  to  remain  until  they  were  full,  and  he 
would  take  them  out.  Carter  still  continued  making  his  larger,  and  went  to  the  attorney 
and  special  magistrate ;  he  got  no  redress  from  either,  but  was  censured  bj^  both  tlie  attor- 
ney and  special  magistrate,  Mr.  Sowley ;  notwithstanding  he  still  continued  to  enlai^e 
that  ground,  consequently  I  went  to  the  mountain  and  took  up  the  watchman,  and  ordered 
him  to  take  out  his  provisions ;  he  again  replanted  the  same  ground,  and  after  a  great  to 
do  himself  he  gave  it  up.  I  had  repeated  conversations  with  Doctor  Johnson  respecting 
the  patients  leaving  the  hospital,  and  especially  those  who  had  sore  feet;  the  doctor  found 
a  great  deal  of  fault  with  it  himself,  ana  even  remarked  in  the  books,  that  he  had  visited 
the  hospital^  and  found  the  patients  all  absent ;  this  was  at  a  time  when  there  were  upwards 
of  20  people  on  the  sick  list  That  continued  for  a  time,  and  having  a  very  careless  doc- 
tor-man, Doctor  Johnson  found  it  necessary  to  note  in  the  book,  that  those  uho  had  sore 
feet  and  would  not  comply  with  the  hothouse  regulations  (by  which  means  the  sores  were 
kept  for  a  long  time  from  healing),  should  be  put  in  the  bilboes. 

The  hospital-book  was  here  produced,  and  the  following  extracts  directed  to  be  taken 
therefrom : 

isth  May  1836. — ^Those  with  sores  to  be  prohibited  from  leaving  the  hospital  or  walking 
about ;  the  ulcerated  limbs  to  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  in  a  horizontal  position.    Should    ^ 
they  refuse  to  submit  to  this  necessary  restraint,  one  of  the  feet  may  be  put  in  the  bilboes>. 
as  has  liitherto  been  customary. 

(signed)        Thomas  Johnson,  Surgeon. 

8th  June. — ^AU  the  patient8(  absent 

Mr.  Osborne,  in  continuation. — James  Carter  is  one  of  the  most  obstinate  men  that  I  have 
ever  had  under  my  charge ;  he  came  to  me  on  the  20th  April  last,  at  Orange  Valley,  with 
a  slight  cut  on  his  toe ;  I  directed  him  to  go  home  to  the  hospital.  I  make  a  general  rule 
to  inspect  the  hospital,  and  examine  each  patient  in  the  hospital,  calling  their  names  over 
from  the  list  book.  On  Monday  the  8th  of  May  I  found  that  Carter's  sore  was  daily 
growing  worse,  and  I  cautioned  him  that  it  was  going  to  turn  into  yaws;  the  cause  of  the 
sore  getting  worse  was  his  repeated  absence  from  the  hospital.  Next  day,  between  nine 
and  ten  o'clock,  seeing  the  people  walking  about  the  yard,  with  the  intention,  no  doubt,  to 
leave  it  during  my  absence,  I  went  down  to  the  hospital,  and  took  William  Nash  with  me, 
the  then  ranger  on  the  property ;  I  most  solemnly  declare  I  neither  put  my  hand  on 
Carter  nor  any  other  apprentice  on  that  occasion,  nor  assaulted  him  in  any  way.  I  found 
fault  with  the  doctor-man  for  not  having  the  people's  sores  dressed  before  that  time  of  the 
day,  and  I  desired  him  to  be  put  in  the  lock-up  room,  which  is  a  large  room  with  a  terraced 
floor,  on  the  first  story.  This  order  was  given  to  William  Nash  ;  the  back-door  was  open, 
and  the  doctor-man  went  out  immediately.  I  told  William  Nash,  at  the  same  time,  to  put 
the  people  with  sore  feet  in  the  stocks ;  Carter,  on  hearing  this,  swore  that  no  man  should 
confine  him,  that  he  knew  the  law  too  well  to  allow  it ;  he  continued  making  a  disturbance 
that  day  and  night,  the  whole  of  the  next  day  and  the  day  following.  One  of  his  feet  had 
heen  put  in  the  stocks  on  the  day  after  he  commenced  this  turbulent  conduct.  On  the 
evening  of  the  day  that  Carter  was  put  into  the  stocks,  I  told  Nash  to  be  very  cautious  and 
careful,  and  desired  him  not  to  go  too  far  from  the  yard  at  any  time,  also  to  give  him 
everything  that  he  required,  and  to  allow  him  to  go  out  whenever  he  applied  to  him  to  go 
for  the  purposes  of  nature,  or  anything  he  required,  as  he  was  not  put  for  punishment,  but 
sanitary  restraint.  I  desired  Nash  also  not  to  allow  him  to  go  to  Mr.  Miller,  at  Orange 
Valley,  as  he  said  he  would  do,  as  Mr.  Miller  was  sick,  and  would  not  be  able  to  see  him. 
On  Thursday  evening  he  made  his  escape  from  William  Nash,  and  went  off;  he  was  brought 
back  the  next  morning  by  William  Nash,  and  appeared  penitent  and  wished  to  beg ;  I  told 
him  that  I  had  heard  much  of  his  insolence  at  different  times,  and  that  his  day  would  come 
to  meet  punishment,  and  that  I  would  not  excuse  him.  I  gave  him  in  charge  to  William ' 
Nash,  desiring  him  to  carry  him  to  Brown's-town  court  next  morning.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  sent  the  head-constable  to  go  with  Nash  ;  he  admitted  the  charge  brought  against 
him  at  his  trial,  of  disorderly  conduct  and  insolence,  to  be  correct,  alleging  that  passion 
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JAMAICA.       had  got  the  better  of  him.     He  was  sentenced  to  receive  25  stripes  by  the  police,  but  I  did 
»—  not  remain  to  see  the  infliction  of  the  punishment,  as  I  had  not  brought  him  up  from  vin- 

dictive motives.  On  my  return  home,  about  two  o'clock,  I  found  him  in  the  overseer's  kit- 
chen ;  he  was  then  showing  off  a  great  deal  of  insolence  and  boldness.  I  asked  him  what 
•  he  was  doing,  and  he  told  me  very  boldly  that  he  had  come  for  water;  I  ordered  him  off 
to  the  hospital;  it  is  probable  that  I  asked  him,  seeing  his  boldness,  whether  he  had  come 
to  take  dinner  with  me.  I  reproved  Mr.  Black,  the  bookkeeper,  for  allowing  the  hospital- 
people  to  come  to  the  house  for  water,  as  they  have  a  doctor-man  and  nurse  whose  duty  it 
is  to  supply  those  things.  The  nurse  is  a  very  attentive  woman.  I  told  Mr.  Black  that 
as  Carter  did  not  appear  to  care  for  his  punishment,  and  still  have  a  sore  toe,  to  go  to  the 
hospital  and  put  him  in  the  stocks.  Mr.  Black  went,  and  finding  him  obstinate  as  hitherto, 
procured  the  assistance  of  Benjamin,  the  head-constable,  or  William  Nash,  to  put  hiia  in 
the  stocks.  About  dusk  I  was  called  by  one  of  the  people,  who  said  that  James  Carter 
was  sick;  and  1  replied  that  if  he  is  sick  he  must  be  attended  to,  and  I  went  myself  to  the 
hospital,  where  I  found  htm  in  a  fit,  caused,  I  believe,  from  passion  ;  he  is  very  much  sub- 
ject to  fits,  one  of  which  lasted  him,  in  February  gone,  for  several  hours,  during  which 
time  I  atteiKJed  him,  so  did  I  on  the  present  occasion;  1  administered  all  that  I  thought 
likely  to  restore  him.  I  could  not  procure  the  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Johnson,  as  he  was 
not  m  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  next  morning  I  procured  the  assistance  of  Doctor 
Greaves,  who  on  examining  him  said  that  Carter  was  making  the  worst  of  his  sickness, 
and  that  the  flogging  might  have  caused  the  fit.  A  few  days  afterwards  he  voluntarily  left  the 
hospital,  and  went  to  his  work ;  nothing  then  transpired  until  a  letter  in  the  Falmouth 
Post  of  the  24th  May  met  my  eye.  I  did  not  take  any  notice  of  that  letter,  but  I  con- 
«idered  it  my  duty  to  write  and  inclose  the  letter  to  my  employers,  with  a  statement  from 
myself  of  the  circumstances  as  they  occurred. 

Gentlemen,  Cardifi^Hall,  St.  Ann's,  16  June  1837. 

Having  noticed  in  the  ^*  Falmouth  Post''  of  the  24th  May,  an  article  signed  by  Joba 
Clarke,  Baptist  missionary,  and  purposed  to  be  a  true  statement  of  James  Carter,  aa 
apprentice,  belonging  to  this  property,  on  whom  be  accuses  me  of  having  committed 
several  acts  of  oppression ;  with  a  view  to  remove  from  your  mind  every  impression  it 
■uy  have  made  as  to  my  being  guilty  of  such  inhuman  acts  as  stated,  I  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  you  a  few  remarks  in  refutation  thereof,  which  I  am  prepared  to  prove,  being  a  triM 
and  unsought  for  account  of  the  charges  therein  preferred  against  me. 

James  Carter  is  a  man  24  years  of  age,  a  troublesome  and  idle-disposied  apprentice,  and 
for  years  he  appears  to  have  been  so  by  the  plantation  book.  He  was  admitted  into  the 
hospital  on  the  20th  of  April  with  a  sore  toe,  and  on  the  gth  May  I  found  his  sore  was 
daily  growing  worse,  from  his  walking  about  and  leaving  the  hospital.  I  then,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  gth  clause  of  the  Act  in  Aid,  and  agreeably  to  the  prescriptions  inserted 
in  the  book  by  Dr.  Johnson,  ordered  William  Nash,  who  is  a  trustworthy  head-man  on  the 
property,  to  put  him  in  sanitary  restraint,  which  was  the  stocks,  in  the  main  hall  of  the 
hospital,  where  he  was  kept  until  Friday  the  12th,  but  not  for  punishment;  it  was  merely 
to  restrain  him,  to  allow  bis  sore  to  get  well;  when  Carter  heard  this  order  given,  he  arose 
in  a  great  passion,  and  dared  any  person  to  attempt  to  confine  him,  and  said  that  he  knew 
the  law  too  well  himself  to  allow  it ;  his  conduct  was  so  outrageous  for  several  days  in  suc- 
cession, that  I  kept  William  Nash  to  attend  him  in  all  his  wants,  that  he  might  have  no 
cause  for  complaint,  or  sa^  that  I  acted  contrary  to  law. 

With  respect  to  his  being  struck,  collared,  or  confined  in  the  dungeon  without  food  or 
water,  the  charge  is  without  a  shadow  of  truth,  neither  was  he  in  any  way  molested ;  and 
he  has  since  admitted  having  stated  a  falsehood.  As  a  check  on  all  such  conduct,  and  for 
example's  sake,  I  took  him  to  the  special  magistrates'  court,  where  he  in  his  defence 
admitted  the  charge  to  be  true,  and  said  the  time  he  did  so  he  was  overheated  with 
passion  ;  his  sentence  was  25  lashes  from  the  police,  which  I  did  not  see  inflicted,  as  his 
punishment  did  not  proceed  from  any  vindictive  feeling  of  mine.  After  what  I  have  stated, 
and  on  his  return  to  the  property,  I  found  him  in  the  overseer's  kitchen,  and  on  my  ordering 
him  to  the  hospital,  was  equally  as  before;  he  then  insulted  Mr.  Black,  the  head  book- 
keeper, and  afterwards  wrought  himself  into  such  a  state  of  passion,  that  he  fell  into  fits, 
a  complaint  he  has  frequently  been  subject  to  before,  although  a  strong  man.  As  regards 
his  faiutings,  &c.,  they  were  nothing  more  or  less  than  what  I  have  related,  for  shortly 
after  he  left  the  hospital  and  found  his  way  to  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Oughton,  a  distance 
more  than  nine  miles.  You  are  aware  that  upwards  of  300  apprentices  are  under  my 
charge  as  overseer,  and  during  the  last  19  months  only  eight  cases  of  punishment  has 
taken  place,  which  were  as  follows  :  two  constables,  for  neglect  of  duty  and  encouraging 
indolence;  one  watchman,  for  wilfully  suffering  strange  stock  to  trespass  on  the|)roperty; 
one  man  for  stealing  pimento  from  the  barbacues ;  two  men  for  robbing  the  apprentices* 
grounds,  and  breaking  open  their  houses ;  also,  one  female,  a  week  on  the  treadmill,  for 
insolence  to  the  constable  and  bookkeeper;  and  James  Carter  for  the  above  charge. 
I  trust  that  after  your  perusing  this  statement,  together  with  the  affidavit  of  William  Nash, 
which  is  hereunto  annexed,  will  convince  you  how  I  have  been  calumniated,  and  I  hope 
shortly  that  Mr.  Clarke  will  find  out  how  far  he  is  misled  by  false  statements. 

I  am,  iScc. 
To  Qeorcje  Marrett,  William  Miller,  (signed)        Jo$eph  Oflkorm. 

and  l^rederick  Core,  Esqrs. 

Jaouuca, 

Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES.  237 

Jamaica,  ss.l     Personally  appeared  before  me  William  Nash,  ao  apprentice   on  Cardiff       MMAK^A. 

St.  Ana.    J  Hall,  in  the  parish  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn,  makeih  oath,  and  saitk,  ^ 

that  on  Friday  the  gth  May  he  was  in  the  hospital  of  Cardiff  Hall,  when  Mr.  Joseph  Osborne, 
the  overseer.  Visited  the  sick ;  that  he  heard  James  Carter  give  the  overseer  a  great  deal 
of  insolence,  which  he  continued  to  repeat  daily  ;  that  the  deponent  was  close  to  the  over* 
seer,  and  never  saw  him  strike  James  Carter,  or  make  any  attempt  to  do  so;  that  he 
himself  never  collared  the  same  James,  nor  took  him  up  boailv,  neither  was  he  ever  put 
in  any  dungeon ;  and  as  far  as  regards  want  of  food  or  water,  that  he,  the  deponent,  inoal 
positively  swears,  that  he  took  to  the  said  James  herrings  and  bread  kind  himself,  and  that 
as  regards  the  debility  of  faintings,  that  James  Carter  walked  so  fast,  that  he,  the  deponent, 
could  not  keep  up  with  him  on  his  way  to  and  from  BrownVtown ;  this  deponent  also 
swears,  that  he  saw  food  taken  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Osborne  to  the  said  James  Carter. 

his 
Dated  this  30th  May  1837.  William  +  Nash, 

mark. 

Sworn  before  me,  after  reading  the  contents,  and  asking  the  deponent  if  it  was  true,  this 

30th  May  1837.  (signed)         Samuel  B.  Barnett, 

Some  time  after  the  poblication  of  the  statement  in  the  "  Falmouth  Post,*'  Carter 
admitted  to  me  that  be  had  told  a  lie  against  me,  and  that  it  was  not  his  own  doings  that 
took  him  to  Clarke,  but  alluded  to  the  person  who  took  him,  who  1  believe  to  be  Thomas 
Cohall.     He  also  said  that  all  that  was  published  was  not  related  by  him. 

Mr.  Black,  Book-keeper  on  Cardiff  Hall ;  sworn. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  that  James  Carter  received  his  punishment  at  Brown's-town^ 
|tfr.  Osborne,  on  his  return  home,  asked  me  why  I  allowed  people  from  the  hospital  to  be 
about  the  yard  ;  that  he  had  just  observed  James  Carter  coming  from  the  kitchen  with  a  pan 
in  his  hand,  in  a  very  bold  manner,  and  as  if  he  did  not  mind  the  punishment  he  had  received  ; 
he  told  me  to  go  and  see  him  put  into  the  stocks  with  the  rest  of  the  people  who  bad  sore 
feet.  Carter  refused  to  be  put  into  the  stocks,  and  I  sent  for  the  head-constable  to  put 
him  in ;  Carter  still  refused  to  go  in,  and  the  head-constable  called  upon  William  Nash, 
William  James,  and  Hiomas  White,  to  assist  him ;  White  refused,  ana  the  other  two  and 
the  head-constable  put  him  in  the  stocks,  which  I  locked,  and  went  away,  taking  the  key 
with  me,  and  leaving  James  Carter  perfectly  well;  this  was  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  I  was  called  about  five  o'clock  by  Mr.  Osborne,  who  sent  me  to  the 
hospital  to  see  what  was  the  matter  with  James  Carter,  as  a  person  had  come  up  to  him 
saying  he  was  sick ;  on  going  down,  I  found  him  in  a  fit,  and  took  him  out  of  the  stocks. 
Mr.  Osborne,  who  came  down,  ordered  me  to  pay  every  attention  to  Carter,  and  give  him 
all  that  he  required  ;  I  did  so.  Carter  is  always  a  troublesome  boy,  talking  a  great  deal ; 
this  has  always  been  his  character,  but  he  does  his  work  very  well  when  he  is  on  it.  When 
there  is  any  dispute  as  to  time,  and  being  worked  too  long,  Thomas  Cobalt  and  Thomas 
White  are  generally  the  first  to  complain. 

WiUiam  Nash,  Head-constable  to  Cardiff  Hall,  about  40  years  of  age ;  sworn. 

I  know  James  Carter;  I  know  the  ground  that  busha  marked  off;  James  Carter  worked 
inside  the  line  where  busha  marked  off;  it  was  thrown  up  from  the  time  I  was  a  boy  ;  the 
place  was  never  worked  in  my  time.  I  remember  when  Carter  was  in  the  hospital,  before 
he  was  sent  to  Brown's  Town,  he  was  very  insolent  to  the  busha;  busha  came  into  the 
hothouse  about  half-past  eight  or  nine  in  the  morning,  and  met  James  Carter  with  a 
calabash  with  water,  going  to  wash  his  foot;  busha  asked  him  where  he  was  going,  aiid 
he  told  him,  and  busha  then  desired  him  to  go  back,  as  he  should  have  dressed  his  foot 
before  then ;  busha  ordered  him  in  the  stocks ;  he  said  he  woidd  iK)t  go,  and  busha  laid 
hold  of  him  by  his  shirt,  and  turned  him  round,  saying  he  should  go;  the  water  did  not 
throw  away ;  busha  gave  me  orders  to  put  him  in  the  stocks,  and  I  put  my  hand  on  him,. 
and  said,  "  Why  don't  you  obey  busha's  orders  as  well  as  the  rest?''  He  replied,  *'  Daddy, 
for  your  sake,  as  you  ask  me,  I  will  go  ;"  he  then  went  on  the  bed,  and  his  brother  lifted 
up  the  stocks,  and  I  put  his  foot  in  :  he  began  to  jaw  then,  saying,  that  the  busha  had 
imposed  upon,  and  taken  an  advantage  of  him,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  got  out  he  would 
go  and  complain  to  his  master,  meaning  the  attorney,  Mr.  Milleror  Marrett ;  every  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  him.  On  Thursday  he  escaped,  alter  being  let  out  to  dress  his  leg,  and 
went  to  Orange  Valley,  where  Mr.  Miller  was,  but  he  did  not  see  him.  I  went  after  him, 
took  him,  and  brought  him  to  the  busha  ;  he  begged  hard  to  be  forgiven,  acknowledging 
having  been  insolent ;  busha  said  he  had  been  so  often  insolent  to  him  that  he  would  not 
forgive  him;  he  was  put  in  the  stocks,  and  brought  up  the  following  Saturday  before 
Mr.  Rawlinson,  at  Brown's-town  ;  he  was  sentenced  to  receive  25  lashes.  After  the  pu- 
nishment he  was  taken  back  to  Cardiff'  Hall,  where  I  was  ordered  by  busha  to  put  him  iu 
the  hothouse ;  this  order  was  given  at  Brown's-town ;  he  was  found  by  busha  at  the 
kitchen,  where  he  went  to  get  water,  and  was  sent  down. by  busha  in  charge  of  the  book- 
keeper to  be  put  in  the  stocks ;  he  refused  to  go  in,  and  Mr.  Black  called  to  me  to  assist 
to  put  him ;  I  said,  you  had  better  wait  till  the  head-constable  comes;  when  the  head-con- 
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JAMAICA.       stable  came  he  lifted  the  stocks ;  Mr.  Black  held  his  foot,  and  I  put  it  in  the  hole*     He 

complained  after  that  of  his  stomach,  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  and  busha  came 

down ;  that  is  all  I  know  of  it. 

James  Carter  recalled. — 1  remember  going  to  Mr.  Clarke,  the  minister,  to  tell  him  what 
I  thought  I  had  to  complain  of;  Thomas  Cohall  went  with  me;  nobody  advised  me  to  go; 
my  own  heart  told  me  to  go,  as  I  felt  I  had  been  punished  wrongfully ;  I  told  Thomas 
Cohall  that  I  heard  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  willing  to  see  justice  done  as  well  for  an  apprentice 
as  for  a  white  man,  and  that  I  would  ^o  to  him ;  and  Thomas  Cohall  said,  '^  If  you  wish  to 
go,  you  may,  but  I  do  not  send  you ;  but  I  will  walk  up  with  you  to  Brown's  town."  He 
aid  so,  and  I  went  to  Mr.  Clarke,  and  told  him  what  I  had  to  say.  I  heard  afterwards  that 
a  pa{)er  was  pubUshed,  in  which  my  complaint  to  Mr.  Clarke  was  mentioned ;  busha  never 
mentioned  about  the  paper  to  me,  nor  did  I  ever  make  any  acknowledgment  to  him  that 
more  was  published  than  what  I  stated  to  Mr.  Clarke. 


EocI,  13,  in  No.  50.  Enclosure  13,  in  No.  50. 

Edward  Gtmn's  Case,  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Knox. 
MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Broum*s  Toum,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann%  in  the  case  of  Edward  Gunn,  an 
Apprentice  to  Mr.  John  Knox,  of  Dry  Harbour,  New  Wharf. 

Monday,  2  October  1837. 
Edward  Gumi ;  sworn. 

Massa  called  me  to  weigh  coffee  by  the  scale  one  Monday.  We  called  the  constable 
after  weighing  it,  and  he  made  four  of  us  put  it  in  the  store.  After  the  constable  made  us 
put  the  coffee  in  master  locked  the  door  and  carried  the  key  to  the  counting-house ;  from 
that  the  store  was  never  opened  till  Tuesday  morning.  When  my  master  opened  the  door 
he  found  that  some  coffee  had  been  stolen,  and  he  called  me  and  asked  me  if  it  was  so  the 
coffee  stood  yesterday.  I  said,  No ;  that  I  knew  nothing  about  it.  Master  said,  *'  You 
must  tell  me.''  I  replied,  I  was  not  the  watchman.  Master  then  said,  '^  If  you  don't  know 
who  took  the  coffee,  give  me  vour  room-door  key."  I  gave  it  to  him,  artd  he  took  two 
constable^  with  him  and  searched  my  house,  but  did  not  nnd  any  coffee.  From  that  I  was 
minding  my  work,  knowing  nothing  about  it.  They  called  magistrate,  Mr.  Rawlinson^ 
and  they  carried  me  to  Queenhithe  and  catted  me.  (The  man  here  pulled  off  his  shirt  and 
showed  nis  back,  exhibiting  the  marks  of  a  severe  flowing  thereon,  the  sores  of  which  had 
been  evidently  neglected.)  I  was  flogged  by  John  Clarke,  or  George  Clarke,  the  constable 
at  Queenhithe.  After  the  flogging  massa  would  not  allow  anybody  to  bathe  my  back,  and 
die  flies  took  it ;  if  it  had  not  been  for  strangers  I  would  have  been  a  dead  man.  This  was 
about  two  years  and  a  half  ago. 

William  Reid,  an  Apprentice  to  Dunbarton,  but  hired  to  Mr.  Knox  at  the  time ;  sworn. 

Edward  Gunn  was  given  to  me  to  be  taken  to  Queenhithe  to  cat.  I  saw  the  coffee 
brought  to  the  wharf  and  locked  up  in  the  store.  I  did  not  see  it  a^in  till  it  was  taken  out 
of  the  store.  I  did  not  know  why,  but  Mr.  Knox  took  it  out  and  weighed  it  again,  and 
said  some  were  missing;  the  cask  did  not  appear  to  have  been  opened.  I  was  with  him 
when  he  searched  Gunn's  house,  but  no  coffee  was  found.  I  took  him  to  Queenhithe, 
where  he  received  a  severe  flo^ng,  under  the  sentence  of  Mr.  Rawlinson.  He  was  tied  to 
one  of  the  hind  wheels  of  the  waggon.  He  was  tried  at  Dry  Harbour.  The  cask  did  not 
weigh  so  much  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the  storehouse ;  it  was  much  lighter.  I  never  saw 
Mr.  or  Mrs.  Knox  take  any  pains  to  have  the  back  dressed,  nor  did  I  see  them  turn  Gunn 
away. 

George  Clarke,  a  Constable  on  Queenhithe ;  sworn. 

I  know  Edward  Gunn ;  I  flogged  him ;  nobody  told  me  how  many  lashes  he  was  to  have. 
Mr.  Burbridge,  the  then  overseer  of  Queenhithe,  told  me  to  flog  him  well,  that  he  came  up 
to  be  punished,  and  I  must  give  it  to  him  well ;  he  stood  near  to  me  and  told  me  to  flog. 
I  flogged  very  hau-d  with  a  knotted  cat.  The  cat  is  kept  in  Queenhithe  busha's  house. 
The  back  was  very  bad  after  the  flogging,  and  the  man  laid  down ;  he  was  flogged  with 
both  hands  and  feet  tied  to  the  waggon  wheel.  The  feet  and  the  hands  were  all  extended 
and  tied.  After  the  flogging,  when  Edward  Gunn  was  loosened,  he  laid  down  from  the 
effects  of  the  flogging. 

Busha  sent  me  the  next  day  to  Mr.  Knox  for  sugar,  telUng  me  that  Mr.  Knox  would  pay 
me  for  flogging  the  man.     Mr.  Knox  gave  me  a  maccaroni. 

On  a  question  from  Mr.  Knox,  Edward  Gunn  said,  "  I  went  near  the  house  and  asked  a 
woman  who  was  about  the  place  to  dress  my  back,  and  when  Mrs.  Knox  saw  it  she 
quarrelled  with  the  woman,  and  told  her  that  she  was  a  field  woman  and  had  no  right  to 
trouble  with  it.  When  I  showed  my  back,  which  had  been  taken  by  flies,  to  both  Mr 
Williams  and  Mr.  John  Knox,  Mr.  William  Knox  drove  me  away,  and  said  to  me,  "  What 
right  had  you  to  go  and  steal  coffee?  '*  No  doctor  ever  saw  my  back.  This  was  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  been  flogged  since  the  apprenticeship." 
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William  Reid,  recalled. — Said  the  staves  of  the  tierce  were  not  properly  put  in,  and        JAMAICA, 
while  we  wei-e  rolling  the  tierce  into  the  store  the  coffee  got  out ;  it  kept  working  out  all  —— 

the  way  that  we  were  rolling,  about  100  yards,  or  possibly  less.  I  cannot  say  what  (juantity 
got  out.  I  have  never  been  punished  during  Uie  apprenticeship  ;  and  when  I  am  sick,  if  I 
go  to  master  for  a  dose  of  physic  I  get  it,  and  never  saw  Mr.  Knox  punish  any  man  under 
^ntence  of  a  magistrate  except  Edward  Gunn  and  a  man  named  Joseph,  since  the 
apprenticeship. 

Mr.  Knox  said,  when  the  coffee  had  been  lodged  in  the  store,  I  went  to  the  counting- 
house  and  returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  and  did  not  observe  anything  then  to 
>6xcite  my  suspicions.  I  did  not  miss  the  coffee  stolen  until  the  next  morning.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  was  any  mist^e  in  the  weighing  of  the  coffee,  nor  do  I  recollect  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  adduced  before  the  special  magistrate,  Mr.  Rawlinson. 

William  Rddy  recalled  by  the  request  of  Mr.  Knox,  and  said,  I  remember  seeing  Edward 
Gunn  take  up  a  cake  of  soap  and  break  it  in  two ;  he  carried  it  out  and  was  caught  by 
Mr.  Knox,  who  took  it  away  irom  him.  I  never  was  called  upon  to  swear  to  this  before 
Captain  T.  H.  Dillon. 

It  was  afterwards  stated  by  Edward  Gunn,  that  in  carrying  soap  to  the  storehouse  a  cake 
fell  out  and  broke;  Reid  took  one  half  and  I  the  other,  and  the  master,  Mr.  Knox,  coming 
up,  asked  what  right  they  had  to  take  it  They  were  taken  before  the  special  magistrate^ 
and  only  admonished,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Knox. 

Mr.  baughtry  here  stated,  that  when  Mr.  William  Knox  had  absolute  proof  of  a  theft  he 
did  not  press  his  charge ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  upon  mere  suspicion,  Edward  Gunn  had 
been  chained  and  sentenced  to  punishment,  which,  from  all  appearance,  appeared  to  be  a 
veiy  brutal  one. 

Edward  Gunn,  recalled. — Since  my  master  has  gone  off  no  doctor  has  ever  seen  my 
sore  leg ;  Master  William  came  and  asked  me  how  I  did,  but  no  doctor  came.  When 
provisions  are  scarce  massa  have  flour  in  the  store ;  if  you  carry  him  a  fivepenny  for  flour 
you  get  it,  if  not,  you  starve.  He  gives  a  pint  of  flour  for  a  fivepenny,  a  pint  of  rice  for  a 
fivepenny,  but  never  get  any  corn  JFrom  him. 

Tuesday,  3  October  1837. 
Mr.  John  EUit,  Clerk  and  Wharfinger  to  Mr.  Knox  in  1835 ;  sworn. 

About  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  April  1835  a  cask  of  coffee  was  sent  to  the  wharf; 
Edward  Gunn,  Sam  Ellis  and  Richard  Weightman  had  charge  of  the  cask,  to  put  it  up  in 
the  store  after  it  was  weighed :  it  is  my  belief  that  the  cask  came  down  with  a  broken  stave 
on  the  bilge,  but  that,  from  the  press  of  business,  we  had  not  time  to  stop  with  the  people 
during  the  time  that  they  were  putting  it  in  the  store.  On  opening  the  door  the  next  morning, 
the  broken  stave  of  the  cask  was  next  to  the  door,  and  appeared  to  have  been  prized  up  wim 
something  or  another,  so  as  to  allow  the  coffee  to  run  out.  It  was  evident,  from  the  mark 
on  the  ground,  that  a  ^at  deal  of  coffee  was  gathered  up.  The  cask  was  rolled  out  and 
weighed,  and  was  found  to  have  lost  about  40  or  50  lbs. 

The  three  men  were  charged  with  the  tliefl,  but  denied  it ;  their  rooms  were  searched 
accordingly ;  but  whether  any  coffee  was  found  then  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  They  were 
taken  before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  the  special  magistrate,  and  of  course  there  must  have  been 
evidence  sufficient  for  his  sentencing  them  to  be  flogged ;  but  he  told  them,  if  they  would 
Dtty  for  the  coffee  they  should  not  be  flogged,  which  one  of  them  promised  to  do.  Sam 
Ellis  was  the  one  who  promised  to  pay ;  the  other  two  did  not  promise  to  pay,  and  they 
were  bein^  sent  to  Queenhithe  to  be  flogged  there,  when  the  man  Richard  made  his  escape. 
Edward,  Sierefore,  was  the  only  one  who  was  taken  up  and  flogged.  To  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  25  lashes  were  ordered ;  his  back,  when  he  came  home,  was  cut,  but  not  more 
so  than  any  other  negro's  would  have  been ;  but,  by  his  applying  leaves  of  different  descrip- 
tions, the  back  became  very  blistered  and  sore,  and  I  myself  have  often  spoken  to  him  of 
the  evil  that  would  result  from  his  keeping  them  on  :  when  he  thought  proper  he  took  off 
the  leaves,  and  the  back  became  dried.  I  repeatedly  saw  his  back  afler  that,  which  was 
always  covered  with  a  handkerchief.  The  oil-nut  leaf  was  one  of  the  description  of  leaves 
he  had  on  his  back  ;  he  had  other  leaves  on  it,  but  I  do  not  remember  what  sort. 

On  questions  from  the  court,  Mr.  Ellis  said,  1  do  not  recollect  whether  any  coffee  was 
found  at  the  time  of  the  search ;  nor  do  I  recollect  whether  I  gave  evidence  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  before  the  special  magistrate,  being  so  long  ago,  it  being  now  two  years  and  a  half 
g'mce  the  circumstance. 

Question  by  Mr.  Knox.]  Did  you  credit  any  of  my  brother's  negroes  flour,  or  rice,  or 
com  during  the  week,  to  be  paid  out  of  their  half  a  dollar  on  Saturday  ? — Answer.  I  have 
often  done  so.  Mr.  Knox's  negroes  have  been  paid  regularly,  for  the  last  11  years,  half  a 
dollar  per  week ;  and,  from  the  scarcity  of  bread-kind  lately,  we  sold  them  flour,  rice,  and 
com  at  first  cost,  that  is,  giving  a  quart  of  flour  for  a  fivepenny,  and  about  a  pint  and  a  half 
of  rice  for  a  fivepenny,  which  they  paid  for  with  the  half  of  dollar  that  they  receive.  Thia 
was  done  because  they  could  not  get  it  for  double  and  treble  the  price  elsewhere.  I  have 
repeatedly  given  them  flour  and  rice  in  advance  after  their  allowance  was  all  spent,  which 
they  paid  for  out  of  their  allowance  on  the  following  Saturday.  Two  barrels  of  herrings 
were  also  served  out  to  them  in  addition  to  their  allowance ;  the  two  barrels  of  herrings  were 
served  out  in  the  course  of  six  months. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  that  you  were  serving  the  negroes  by  crediting  them  ? — J.  t  did ; 
because  their  allowances  were  all  spent  before  the  end  of  the  week. 
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JAMAICA.  Q.  Did  they  ever  try  to  cbeat  you  out  of  a  fivepenny  or  a  tenpenny  when  they  mere  paid 

their  allowance  on  Saturdays? — A.  They  have  repeatedly  done  so,  aiMlin  consequence  I 

stonped  giving  them  flour  and  rice  in  advance ;  tks  has  been  only  for  the  last  two  wedis. 

Q.  Did  Edward  get  the  same  allowance  of  rice  and  flour  as  the  other  negroes  ? — A.  Yes, 
be  did  :  there  was  no  difierencyc  made  am<»ig  them. 

Q.  Did  Edward  Gunn  ever  g^  herrings  gratis? — A.  I  cannot  swear  to  that,  as  they  weie 
served  at  the  wharf  by  the  wharfinger. 

Q.  Do  you  believe  that  he  got  diem  ? — A.  I  do  believe  that  he  did. 

Q.  Are  you  awajre  of  Edward's  having  been  attend^  by  Dr.  Hylton  when  he  had  the 
sore  le^  ? — A.  I  am  aware  that  he  was  attended  by  Dr.  Hylton,  vrho  prescribed  rtaUl^^rij  aai 
turpentine  for  his  leg. 

Mr.  Knox  having  for  a  nnmient  questioned  the  accuracy  of  the  repcnrt,  it  was  read  to  him 
at  length :  he  thai  admitted  that  it  was  perfectly  correct,  aiul  the  court  ordered  a  minute  to 
be  made  of  such  admission. 

At  this  period  of  the  proceedings  Mr.  Mailet,  the  overseer  of  Dunbart<m,  who  was 
present,  said,  that  the  investigation  of  the  charges  made  against  him  by  the  apjHfentices  of 
that  property  had  occupied  considerable  time,  and  he  felt  much  pleasure  in  acJLnowledging 
that  the  tesUmony  of  the  several  witnesses  had  been  taken  down  with  the  igreatest  pvecisifMiL 
and  impartiality.  He,  at  the  same  time,  admitted,  that  the  court  had  a&rded  hun  every 
facility  m  rebutting  the  charges  made  against  him. 

OmtstioH  by  Mr.  Knox.]  Ik)  you  remember  seeing  any  cofiee  on  the  track  where  the 
tierce  was  rolled  from  the  scales  to  the  store  ? — Answer.  I  cannot  potutively  say. 

Q.  Did  Joseph's  back  appear  as  bad  fi*om  the  effects  of  the  flogging  which  he  recmved  » 
Edward's ?— -4.  I  could  not  say;  but  his  back  (Joseph's)  was  welled  up  in  a  few  weeks: 
his  age  was  about  18. 

Q.  Had  cofiee  been  found  in  the  ne^ro-houses,  would  you  have  considered  it  good  evi- 
dence as  to  the  theft  ? — A.  I  really  could  not  answer. 

Mr.  William  Knox;  sworn. 

I  was  present  at  the  court-house ;  I  searched  the  three  houses ;  I  believe  that  I  did  not 
find  any  coffee  in  the  search,  but  will  not  speak  more  definitively.  Had  I  found  any,  I 
would  have  made  it  a  matter  of  evidence  before  the  special  magistrate :  I  believe  that  there 
was  not  any  coffee  produced  at  the  trial  as  a  part  of  any  founa  in  the  houses  of  the  party 
implicated. 

William  Noady  an  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Knox ;  sworn. 

When  I  went  with  my  master  to  search  the  negro-houses  at  the  time  of  the  loss  of  thie 
coffee,  there  was  no  cofiee  found  in  them. 

Mr.  William  Knox  here  tendered  the  following  statement  on  oath  to  the  court,  after 
having  read  it : 

(Copy.) 

I,  William  Knox,  do  most  solemnly  declare,  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief^ 
about  twoyears  and  half  ago  a  cask  of  cofiee  was  received  at  the  wharf;  I  weighed  it,  and 
Edward  Gunn,  Richard  Weightman  and  Sam  Ellis  were  the  ones  to  put  it  up  in  the 
store  ;  this  I  believe  happened  in  the  afternoon ;  how  long  after  its  being  weighed  before  I 
noticed  the  pilferage,  I  cannot  positively  say,  but  I  think  it  was  next  mommg ;  when  I  found 
a  ^tave  broken  at  the  bilge,  and  the  appearance  of  coffee  having  been  taken  out,  I  called 
the  constables,  had  the  cask  rolled  out  and  taken  to  the  scales  and  re-weighed,  when  I  found 
50  or  60  pounds  short.  I  made  a  search  among  the  negro-rooms,  but  found  no  coffee,  as 
fiir  as  I  can  recollect.  I  then  investigated  the  matter,  and  found  that  only  the  above-named 
three  were  about  the  cask  during  the  time  the  store  was  open,  and  on  which  evidence 
they  were  found  guilty  by  Mr.  Kawlinson.  All  the  particulars  of  the  case  I  cannot  now 
recollect,  having  no  written  document  to  refer  to,  to  refi^h  my  memory;  although  no- 
positive  evidence  can  now  be  procured,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  at  the  time  of  trial  lawful 
evidence  was  brought  forward.  I  cannot  swear  as  to  size  of  the  hole  in  the  cask,  but  must  have 
considered  it  large  enough  to  admit  of  the  quantity  mentioned  above  to  have  been  taken  out 
of  it.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  any  coffee  on  the  ground  where  the  cask  was  rolled,  and 
think  I  must  have  seen  it  when  I  went  to  lock  the  door  had  there  been  any.  Unless  I  was  to 

fuess  at  things,  I  cannot  now  state  how  long  I  might  have  been  absent  from  the  store,  or 
ow  the  negroes  were  employed  when  I  went  to  lock  it.  I  recollect  Mr.  Rawlinson  told 
them  that  if  they  paid  for  the  coffee,  the  sentence  he  had  pronounced  would  be  null  and 
void.  Sam  Ellis  promised  to  pay  his  part,  therefore  vras  not  catted,  but  whether  he  paid 
all  or  any  I  do  not  recollect.  Richard  escaped  fropi  the  constable,  therefore  did  not  ^t  his 
desert,  and  has  never  done  a  week's  work  for  my  brother  since,  being  a  runaway.  Haymg  no 
cat  at  the  wharf,  I  requested  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  allow  me  to  take  Edward  to  Queenhithe,  as 
there  was  a  cat  there ;  i  went  and  saw  it  done ;  Mr.  Burbridge  was  present,  and  I  think  counted 
the  lashes  aloud ;  I  paid  attention  to  it,  and  am  positive  that  no  more  than  ordered  was  given* 
Joseph  Hutchison  received  the  same  number  at  the  same  time,  but  for  another  offJaice,  and 
his  back  was  well  in  a  few  weeks  and  no  blotches  on  it.  Dr.  Bamett  and  Dr.  Hylton 
were  paid  yearly  for  attending  my  brother's  concerns,  and  I  am  sure  that  a  doctor  never  was 
refused  when  required,  and  I  positively  swear  that  I  never  drove  away  Edward  when  his 
back  was  sore  from  the  flogging,  and  I  am  sure  was  often  attended  to  by  Mr.  Knox's  orders, 
and  that  he  only  injured  it  when  he  applied  his  own  remedies.  I  also  swear  that  the  store 
in  which  the  coffee  was  had  close  boarded  doors  and  not  railed  gat^,  and  that  the  same 
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doors  a»e  still  in  the  same  stores  now.    I  Uiink  I  would  haiFe  been  bigfaly  culpable^  as  a         JAMAICA. 

Cblic  wharfin^,  had  I  not  done  every  thin^  in  my  power  to  find  out  the  thieves  and  — 

1^  them  pwMshedy  although  I  trust  I  am  a  (Suristiany  and  have  got  a  tender  feeling  for  the 
nnfortoBate.  On  the  Ist  ot  August  1834,  my  brother  was  possessed  of  13  negroes,  nine  of 
which  never  was  punished  by  a  special  ma^trate,  except  that  some  of  them  might  have 
been  a  few  hours  in  the  cage ;  of  the  remainmg  four,  one  was  only  punished  once,  two,  once 
or  twice,  and  the  other,  a  woman,  was  sent  to  the  workhouse,  and  the  last  punishment  was  about 
two  and  a  half  years  ago.  Out  of  five  hired,  once  only  one  was  ever  punished,  and  the  other 
four  I  believe  never  was  ever  in  the  cage.  The  magistrates  yesterday  found  great  fault  with 
me  for  not  punishing  two  negroes  some  time  before,  for  stealing  half  a  cake  of  soap  each ; 
as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  my  reasons  for  not  doing  so  were  these,  I  was  never  an  advocate 
fer  severity,  even  when  they  were  slaves;  this  happened  soon  after  the  1st  of  August  1834, 
and  our  negroes  were  very  unsettled  at  the  time ;  i  brought  them  all  before  Captain  Dillon, 
who  said  he  would  reason  with  them,  (I  do  not  think  I  was  sworn,)  I  stated  what  I  had 
agamst  each  of  them,  and  mentioned  Edward's  having  stolen  soap,  but  suppressed  Reid's 
name,  on  account  of  never  having  known  him  guilty  of  the  like  before,  but  Eaward  several 
times  of  different  thefts,  but  did  not  bring  any  one  to  trial.  I  positively  swear  that  when 
Edward  had  a  sore  leg,  I  went  along  with  Doctor  Hylton,  who  prescribed  for  him,  and  that 
I  went  and  put  the  powder  ordered  on  his  leg,  and  within  these  last  two  months  I  have  dis- 
tributed to  nim  and  the  other  negroes  two  barrels  of  herrings.  I  may  also  mention  that  I  was 
severely  censured  for  my  cruelty  in  complying  with  Mr.  Kawlinson's  decision  as  regards  the 
coffee  (as  being  too  atrocious  to  be  committed  by  an  Englishman  or  a  Christian). 

Dr.  Samuel  B.  Bamett ;  sworn. 
I  am,  perhaps,  the  most  intimate  friend  that  Mr.  John  Knox  has  in  the  island,  and  at  the 
period  alluded  to  in  1835,  was  in  the  habit  of  seeing  him  two  or  three  times  a  week.  1  have 
attended  his  family,  including  his  wharf-negroes,  for  the  last  eleven  years,  as  his  medical 
practitioner.  Edward  had  the  misfortune,  in  a  fight,  I  think,  to  receive  a  severe  injury  in 
his  hand*;  I  was  compelled  to  amputate  the  finger  from  the  joint,  and  to  show  the  humanity 
of  Mr.  Knox  upon  the  occasion,  he  had  him  brought  to  my  residence,  where  the  operation 
was  performed,  and  where  Mr.  Knox  invariably  sent  wine  and  every  other  refreshment  that 
he  thought  would  make  the  unfortunate  patient  comfortable.  The  man  himself  has  always 
shown  the  gi-eatest  degree  of  gratitude  for  my  attention  towards  him.  I  saw  him  once  after 
he  was  flowed,  and  might  have  seen  him  three  times  a  week  had  he  wished  to  come  to  me ; 
it  appeatra  that  he  was  ashamed  of  showing  me  his  back,  as  I  admonished  him  for  having 
behaved  iU,  and  that  be  should  be  found  in  that  plight,  having  been  punished  by  order  of  a 
court  oS  justice.  The  negroes  of  Mr.  Knox  were  always  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  me 
themselves  fcMT  medical  advice,  whenever  I  drove  into  the  premises,  and  were  never  prevented 
from  coming  to  me. 


Enclosure  14,  in  No.  50.  End.  14,  in  No. 50. 

Elizabeth  Osbom^s  Case,  of  Knapdale. 
MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brown's  Town,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann^  respecting  an  apprenticed  labourer  to 
Knapdale  Estate,  named  Elizabeth  Osborn. 

Monday,  25  September  1837. 

Elizabeth  Osbcm,  an  Apprentice  to  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

Before  I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  I  was  locked  up  in  the  dungeon  at  the  works,  for 
about  a  week  and  a  half;  I  was  in  the  workhouse  for  10  days,  and  was  put  on  the  tread-^ 
mill  twice  a  day,  and  I  was  not  able  to  keep  the  step ;  my  feet  were  all  mashed  up,  and 
the  blood  ran  firom  them ;  I  was  sent  to  the  sea  to  wash  them*  The  first  and  second  day 
Mr.  Drake  took  the  cat  and  catted  me,  but  not  aftei-wards ;  they  found  fault  with  me  every 
day  for  not  keeping  the  step ;  I  took  two  days  to  walk  home,  from  the  badness  of  my  legs ; 
they  were  all  sore  and  bandaged  up ;  I  was  lame  and  leant  upon  a  stick  when  I  walked.  I 
was  laid  up  from  May  to  Aumist  in  the  hospital  with  sore  legs,  which  I  got  from  the  tread- 
mill. Dr.  Edward  Tucke  did  not  look  at  the  sores ;  Mr.  Clarke,  the  overseer,  told  me  that 
he  desired  the  doctor  not  to  look  at  the  sores,  as  there  was  no  occasion  to  bother  about 
them.  Before  I  was  better  the  overseer  wanted  to  turn  me  out  of  the  hospital,  but  the  con- 
stable told  him  that  the  legs  were  too  bad  :  when  I  did  go  to  work  I  went  straight  to  the 
great  gang ;  my  stomach  then  pained  me  a  great  deal,  particularly  when  I  was  digging 
cane-holes.  I  was  ordered  to  cut  grass  one  Saturday  and  two  Sundays,  to  pay  back  the  time 
I  lost  when  I  was  in  the  workhouse ;  the  constable  said  that  it  was  the  overseer's  orders  that 
I  should  do  so ;  when  I  was  in  the  workhouse  all  the  women  slept  in  one  room ;  we  slept 
with  the  chains  round  our  necks,  and  our  feet  in  the  shackles ;  the  driver  used  to  come 
before  daybreak  to  open  the  door  that  we  might  eo  and  work  on  the  mill ;  one  night,  about 
the  middle  of  the  night,  one  of  the  drivers  opened  the  door  and  came  in ;  he  wanted  to  take 
out  Catherine  Bayley  for  a  bad  purpose.  I  heard  him  and  Amelia  Lawrence  almost  as 
good  as  fight  about  it,  as  she  would  not  allow  the  girl,  who  was  one  of  her  massa  negroes, 
go  to  him ;  it  was  quite  dark  ;  I  don't  know  which  of  the  drivers  it  was.  On  Sunday  the 
women  used  to  carry  wood  and  water,  cut  grass,  and  clean  Mr.  Drake's  yard,  but  we  were 
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JAMAICA.       not  put  on  the  treadmill  on  that  day.     I  never  saw  any  parson  come  to  the  workhouse,  nor 

did  1  see  any  doctor ;  it  is  possible  that  the  doctor  might  have  come  there  when  I  was 

absent  in  the  field.  A  quart  either  of  com  or  flour  was  given  to  each  of  us  for  our  day's 
allowance  of  food;  we  used  also  to  get  a  shad  between  two  persons;  this  would  not  have 
been  enough  to  feed  us,  if  we  had  not  been  assisted  by  our  fnends  outside ;  when  they  did 
not  give  us  the  shad,  we  used  to  get  a  little  dry  salt ;  when  we  were  put  on  the  treadmill 
Ave  used  to  bawl  out  a  great  deal,  and  could  have  been  heard  at  a  distance ;  we  were 
always  flogged  when  we  did  not  keep  the  step,  and  when  we  came  off  the  mill  we  sunk  on  the 
ground  quite  faint,  as  we  could  not  stand  up ;  the  perspiration  used  to  stream  down  and  wet 
our  clothes  as  if  water  had  been  thrown  on  them ;  I  was  quite  hearty  before  I  went  to  the 
treadmill,  but  since  then  I  have  not  felt  so  well,  as  it  has  given  me  an  inward  complaint 
The  charge  made  against  me,  for  which  I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse,  was  made  by  the 
constable ;  it  was  for  neglect  of  work  in  the  field ;  the  overseer  put  me  in  the  dungeon  from 
four  o'clock  in  the  evening  till  the  next  morning,  and  then  sent  me  to  Brown's-town,  where 
I  was  tried  by  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  would  not  hear  me,  but  sent  me  away  immediately  in 
charge  of  the  police  to  the  workhouse.  The  charge  made  against  me  was  not  only  for  neg- 
lecting my  work  in  the  field,  but  for  causing  others  to  do  so.  I  have  been  in  several  parts  of 
Amenca  ft)r  six  years  with  some  of  the  members  of  the  family  I  belong  to. 

Frank  Stewart^  an  Apprentice  to  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

I  was  in  the  field  at  the  time  of  the  quarrel  when  Elizabeth  Osbom  got  into  trouble  ;  the 
people  were  quarrelling  for  not  getting  their  half  Fridays ;  Mr.  Rawlinson  came  on  the 
property  before  breakfiist-time,  and  I  proposed  that  we  should  all  go  quietly  to  him,  and 
ask  him  about  it.  Alexander  Shand  then  went  and  told  the  constable  that  I  said  I  would  take 
Friday  without  asking,  and  that  I  would  advise  Eliza  Osbom  to  do  the  same ;  Eliza 
Osbom  and  myself  were  put  that  evening  in  the  dungeon,  and  brought  next  momii^  to 
Brown's-town,  before  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  ordered  me  to  get  25  lashes,  and  be  sent  to  the 
dungeon :  I  got  my  lashes  by  the  police,  and  was  sent  back  to  my  work  at  Knapdale  to  be 
put  four  nights  in  the  dungeon. 

Samuel  Barrett^  a  Doctor-man  on  Knapdale ;  sworn. 

I  saw  Eliza  Osbom  when  she  came  from  the  treadmill ;  her  feet  were  very  bad  with 
sores  ;  they  were  much  swelled,  and  tied  up ;  she  was  obliged  to  use  a  stick  to  walk  ;  she 
went  to  the  hothouse  and  complained  much  of  her  side  and  legs.  I  am, the  doctor-man; 
she  was  in  the  hospital  for  some  time,  when  busha  came  and  turned  her  out  to  dig  cane- 
holes  ;  the  constable,  Joseph  Brown,  came  to  the  hospital  to  see  her,  and  said  that  she  was 
not  well  enough,  and  so  she  remained  in  the  hospital  another  week.  I  did  not  see  any 
marks  of  flogging,  but  her  shins  were  very  bad  with  sores. 


End.  15,  inNo.50.  Enclosure  16,  in  No.  60. 

Jane  Carter^s  Case,  of  Alexandria. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  in  the  Case  of  a  woman  named  Jane  Carter,  late  an  Apprentice  to  Alexandria  Estate^ 

in  the  Parish  of  Saint  Ann. 

Jane  Grove,  an  Apprentice  and  Doctor-woman  on  Alexandria  Estate ;  sworn. 

I  REMEMBER  wheu  Jane  Carter  was  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  at  the  time  she  was  sent  she 
was  a  very  lame  woman,  she  had  a  small  ulcer  at  the  back  of  her  leg,  a  little  above  the 
ancle ;  it  was  an  old  sore  :  she  always  had  it.  She  was  always  off  and  on  in  the  hospital 
with  it ;  sometimes  it  would  heal  up  and  then  break  out  again :  she  always  wore  a  cloth 
round  the  sore,  and  the  cloth  was  on  it  when  she  was  brought  before  the  magistrate ;  she 
alvrays  walked  lame  from  some  injury  which  she  received  in  her  hip  from  the  time  she  was  a 
child  ;  her  clothes  would  have  prevented  any  one  from  seeing  the  cloth  round  her  leg  when 
she  was  tried.  When  she  was  brought  before  the  special  magistrate,  she  explained  her  case 
to  liim,  but  did  not  tell  him  that  she  had  a  sore.  The  sore  was  not  bad  then,  it  was  quite 
small ;  she  limped  when  she  walked,  from  the  defect  in  her  hip.  She  was  a  young  woman 
and  had  two  children,  they  are  both  free,  and  are  now  under  the  care  of  an  old  woman  on 
the  property,  who  is  a  relation  of  the  mother,  as  their  father  is  dead.  She  was  very  bad* 
when  she  came  back  from  the  workhouse.  I  believe  she  was  nearly  two  weeks  on  the  road 
coming  home.  When  busha  heard  that  she  was  on  the  road  and  could  not  move  away 
from  where  she  was  sitting,  he  sent  away  two  apprentices,  named  Mrs.  Morris  and  Eliza 
Ewbanks,'and  told  them  to  go  and  look  for  Jane  Carter,  and  to  take  her  to  any  property 
that  was  near,  and  beg  the  overseer  or  doctor-woman  to  mind  her.  Busha  also  said  that 
when  he  sent  for  her,  he  would  pay  the  person  who  took  care  of  her.  The  two  women  went 
away  that  day  in  search  of  her,  but  could  not  find  her.  On  Monday  '^noming  the  overseer 
called  her  brother,  John  Grove,  and  told  him  to  go  in  search  of  his  sister;  he  was  absent 
several  days  and  returned  without  hearing  any  thing  of  her.  The  overseer  sent  him  a  second 
time,  and  told  him  he  must  look  until  he  found  her,  but  he  returned  again  without  success. 

Soon 
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-Soon  after  that  she  came  home  herself  in  a  very  bad  state ;  the  sore  was  very  bad,  the  flesh        JAMAICA^ 

Mras  all  rotten  and  black,  and  the  sinews  and  the  bone  could  be  seen  quite  plain ;  she  was  

lame  and  very  thin.  I  saw  her  come  up  into  the  yard,  and  she  was  ordered  into  the  hos- 
pital. I  am  a  doctor-woman  on  the  property,  and!  attended  her ;  she  remained  in  the  hos- 
jHtal  about  three  weeks  and  then  died.  She  had  no  fever  and  no  particular  sickness,  but 
the  day  before  she  died  she  complained  to  me  that  her  stomach  was  hurting  her ;  I  gave 
her  a  little  bitters  and  she  died  the  next  morning ;  her  legs  were  quite  clean  then  ;  the  doctor 
saw  her  eveiy  day,  and  while  she  was  in  the  hospital  she  got  plenty  of  eating  and  drinking 
as  well  as  medicine.  She  did  not  get  any  bark  or  wine.  Jane  Carter  was  a  great  runaway. 
I  cannot  tell  how  long  it  was  after  she  was  discharged  from  the  workhouse  that  she  returned 
home ;  our  people  work  on  the  nine-hours'  system,  and  get  half  Fridays ;  they  do  not  get 
henings  unless  they  work  their  own  half  Fridays. 

There  are  separate  rooms  in  the  hospital  for  men  and  women.  Jane  Carter  was  a  poor 
creature,  but  sue  was  a  trickified  person ;  I  mean  by  that,  that  she  was  always  rambling 
away  from  the  property  in  her  own  time,  instead  of  stopping  to  work  her  ground  and  attena 
to  herself.  She  had  the  same  opportunity  of  working  ner  ground  as  the  rest  of  the  people, 
as  there  is  plenty  of  fine  provision-land  on  the  property.  She  always  turned  out  very  late 
on  Monday  mommgs,  but  was  never  away  more  than  part  of  the  Monday.  The  man  she 
lived  with,  at  the  time  of  her  death,  belonged  to  CuUoden,  and  I  believe  that  she  was 
accustomed  to  go  to  his  house  in  her  own  time.  Culloden  is  about  the  distance  of  five  miles 
from  Alexandria.  Jane  Carter  was  in  the  great  gang  ;  I  do  not  kndw  any  particular  cause 
for  her  running  away  at  the  time  that  she  was  punished ;  I  never  heard  her  tell  the  overseer 
that  she  could  not  do  the  work  she  was  put  to ;  when  she  returned  from  the  workhouse, 
I  asked  her  how  it  was  that  she  was  so  poorly,  and  she  answered  that  it  was  the  treadmill 
that  did  her  so  ;  I  have  been  always  used  to  attend  to  sores,  and  from  what  I  have  heard 
of  the  treadmill,  I  think  it  very  likely  that  it  could  only  have  been  from  the  punishment 
which  she  received  on  the  treadmill,  that  she  could  have  got  so  bad  in  so  short  a  time ; 
busha  never  looked  at  the  sore.  When  Jane  Carter  came  home,  I  said  to  her,  "  See  what 
you  have  brought  upon  yourself,  if  you  had  not  been  a  runaway,  this  would  not  have  hap- 
pened to  you ;  you  have  brought  all  upon  yourself."  She  replied,  "  If  it  was  not  that  times 
are  not  now  as  they  used  to  be  before,  and  if  it  had  not  been  that  people  now  pity  one 
another,  and  that  some  good  ones  gave  me  a  little  food,  and  assisted  me  to  wash  my  leg, 
I  should  have  died  on  the  road."  I  saw  marks  on  both  her  legs,  as  if  they  had  been 
flogged,  and  when  I  asked  her,  she  said  that  they  were  the  marks  of  the  cat  with  which  they 
had  been  lashed. 

I  know  that  a  woman  named  Mary  Paterson  was  sent  twice  to  the  treadmill;  the  last 
time  that  she  was  sent  she  was  pregnant ;  she  is  not  delivered  yet ;  she  was  sent  since  last 
Christmas,  but  1  do  not  remember  the  exact  time  ;  she  was  not  very  large,  but  it  was  to  be 
seen  from  her  shape  that  she  was  in  the  family-way.  When  she  was  sentenced,  she  cried 
very  much,  because  she  did  not  feel  herself  well  enough  to  go ;  she  did  not  tell  the  magis- 
trate, Capt.  T.  A.  Dillon,  that  she  was  in  the  family-way.  Mary  Patei-son  would  not  stay 
to  her  work,  but  was  often  away  for  two  or  three  weeks  at  a  time,  near  Falmouth  ;  she  was 
not  sent  to  the  treadmill  either  time  that  she  was  sent  to  the  workhouse,  but  was  ordered 
to  be  confined  in  the  lock-up  room.  After  her  return  there  was  not  much.the  matter  with 
her.  She  complained  of  her  back,  and  after  taking  a  dose  of  salts,  she  went  to  her  work. 
She  has  complained  much  of  her  back  since. 

Charles  Smith,  a  Head-constable  on  Alexandria  ;  sworn. 

I  knew  Jane  Carter ;  she  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  some  time  ago ;  she  had  a  sore  on  the 
small  of  her  leg,  just  a  little  above  her  ancle ;  any  one  could  see  where  the  sore  was ;  it  was 
tied  with  a  piece  of  cloth  just  below  her  petticoat.  I  saw  her  in  the  hospital  when  she  re- 
turned from  the  workhouse,  and  she  looked  very  bad ;  she  had  marks  of  flogging  with  the 
cat  on  the  place  where  the  sore  was.  When  she  left  the  workhouse  she  could  not  come 
home,  and  two  of  her  friends  went  to  look  for  her  on  a  Sunday,  and  returned  without  bein^ 
able  to  find  her.  The  overseer  also  sent  her  brother,  Alexander  Grove,  in  search  of  her.  A 
free  woman,  named  Mrs.  Simpson,  on  her  way  from  St.  Ann's  Bay,  saw  her,  and  brought 
home  word  that  she  was  on  the  road  and  unable  to  walk ;  Mrs.  Simpson  went  to  the  negro- 
houses  and  told  some  of  her  family ;  she  never  went  to  the  gang  after  she  came  home,  nor 
left  the  hospital  up  to  the  day  of  her  death.  She  was  in  the  habit  of  running  away,  and  had 
been  away  tor  a  week  at  the  time  she  was  taken  before  the  magistrate ;  she  was  in  the  habit 
of  turning  out  late  on  Mondays,  and  was  very  plaguingsome ;  she  spent  all  her  own  time  off* 
the  property,  and  used  to  go,  I  believe,  to  her  husband  at  Culloden;  she  did  not  work  any 
ground ;  she  was  a  lame  girl,  and  was  always  troubled  with  lameness ;  there  was  something 
the  matter  with  her  hip  some  time ;  she  could  not  stand  up  straight ;  she  did  not  show 
lameness  so  much  when  standing  as  in  walking.  In  other  respects  she  had  not  the  appear- 
ance of  a  sickly  woman.  I  never  saw  the  real  state  of  the  sore  on  her  leg,  but  I  always  saw 
that  a  cloth  was  bound  round  it.  We  work  upon  the  nine-hours'  system  on  Alexandria,  and 
get  the  half  Fridays.  Herrings  were  given  once  by  the  overseer  to  all  the  people  for  nothing, 
but  the  custom  is  only  to  give  to  those  who  work  at  shell-blow,  and  on  the  half  Fridays.  I 
know  a  person  named  Mary  Paterson ;  she  is  a  cousin  of  mine ;  before  she  went  to  the  work- 
house last  time,  1  heard  the  people  say  that  she  was  pregnant,  but  I  did  not  notice  it  myself. 
I  did  not  observe  her  falling  back  in  her  row  as  a  pregnant  woman  often  does.  She  was  sent 
to  the  workhouse  by  Capt.  T.  A.  Dillon.  I  think  it  was  before  the  Christmas  she  was  sent ; 
she  has  not  been  to  the  workhouse  since  then.  She  is  now  very  large ;  she  is  a  very  trou- 
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JAMAICA.       blesome  girl,  and  once  having  obtained  leave  from  Capt.  Dillon  to  go  to  Falmouth,  she  never 
— —  remembered  to  return  till  she  was  sent  for.     I  do  not  know  for  what  fault  she  was  sent  to  the 

workhouse. 

Wednesday,  27  September  1837. 
Mary  Simpson^  a  Free  Woman ;  sworn. 

I  remember  seeing  Jane  Carter  on  her  return  from  the  workhouse ;  I  saw  her  on  the 
Wakefield-road ;  she  was  sitting  down.  I  asked  what  was  the  matter  with  her.  She  said 
that  she  had  come  out  of  the  workhouse ;  that  they  had  sent  her  out  of  the  workhf)use 
because  they  did  not  wish  her  to  die  there.  She  said  that  she  was  very  much.  I  told  her, 
"If  you  can  get  up,  you  and  I  will  walk  together."  She  replied,  that  she  was  not  able  to  do 
so.  I  then  told  her  that  when  I  went  home  I  would  call  and  send  some  of  her  family  for 
her.  I  looked  at  her  leg;  it  was  very  bad,  and  was  swelled  quite  large.  The  shins  were 
all  cut  up,  and  she  told  me  that  it  was  the  treadmill  that  did  her  so.  She  took  the  bandage 
off  and  snowed  me  her  sore.  I  did  not  see  any  marks  of  flogging  on  it,  nor  did  I  see  any 
maggots ;  she  said  she  knew  she  could  not  live ;  that  she  was  just  going  home  to  die.  Both 
the  fore  and  the  back  part  of  the  foot  were  sore ;  the  foot  was  very  bad,  and  the  sores  were 
all  fresh  ones.  She  said  that  she  had  been  sent  out  of  the  workhouse  the  day  before  I  saw 
her.  She  was  sent  out  on  the  Friday,  and  slept  at  the  watchman's  hut  at  Wakefield  that 
night.  It  was  on  the  Saturday  that  I  met  her  ;  she  had  an  old  sore  before  she  went  to  the 
workhouse,  but  it  was  quite  well  at  the  time  she  went  in.  I  told  her  family  about  her  when 
I  went  home,  and  on  the  Sunday  they  took  some  provisions  and  went  for  her,  but  they  could 
not  find  her,  and  they  returned  home.  Wakefield  is  about  six  miles  from  St.  Ann's  Bay. 
The  sores  on  her  leg  were  all  on  the  middle  part  of  the  shins  down  to  the  ancle  ;  all  the  calf 
was  swelled  up. 

Hamilton  Brown,  an  Apprentice  to  CuUoden ;  sworn. 

Jane  Carter  was  my  wife  ;  she  used  to  live  with  me.  When  she  came  home  to  Alexandria 
from  the  workhouse  1  did  not  go  to  see  her.  I  never  heard  that  she  came  home  until  after 
she  was  dead  and  buried.  She  used  to  come  to  Culloden  on  Saturday  evenings,  and 
went  home  to  Alexandria  on  Simday  evenings  at  four  o'clock.  I  never  knew  her  to  run 
away.  She  lived  with  me  up  to  the  time  that  she  was  sent  to  the  workhouse.  When 
she  ran  away  she  never  came  to  me,  nor  did  I  carry  her  home.  I  had  no  time  to  go  and 
see  her  when  she  was  in  the  St.  Ann's  house  of  correction,  as  I  am  a  mule-man  on 
Culloden,  and  am  constantly  employed  in  carrying  grass  ;  we  have  at  Culloden  the  whole  of 
every  other  Friday,  and  when  the  overseer  has  fish  he  gives  it  to  us. 

Thursday,  28  September  1837. 
Doctor  Robb;  sworn. 

I  remember  Jane  Carter ;  she  had  a  sore  on  her  leg  before  she  went  to  the  workhouse ; 
the  sore  was  well  before  she  left  the  hospital.  On  her  return  from  the  workhouse  the  sore 
was  again  bad.  She  was  in  the  habit  of  absconding  from  the  hospital,  and  always  returned 
with  a  bad  sore.  When  she  returned  from  the  workhouse  I  saw  her  leg ;  the  sore  was  very 
bad  ;  I  should  say  that  it  was  a  very  foul  ulcer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  saw  any  marks  of 
flogging  on  the  leg ;  I  should  think  that  the  exercise  of  the  treadmill,  and  the  great  distance 
of  the  journey  to  and  from  St.  Ann's  Bay,  caused  the  breaking  out  again  of  the  ulcer. 
The  sore  was  on  the  inside  of  the  leg,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  that  part  was  touched  by 
the  treadmill.  I  did  not  consider,  after  first  seeing  her  on  her  return  from  the  workhouse, 
that  her  life  was  in  danger,  either  from  the  effects  of  the  sore  or  from  her  general  appear- 
ance ;  the  sore  was  heahng  before  her  death,  and  she  had  no  fever.  I  understand  that  pre- 
viously to  her  death  she  was  seized  with  a  pain  in  her  stomach,  and  died  before  I  saw  her. 
While  in  the  hospital  she  got  every  requisite  attendance.  I  understood  that  she  was  two 
weeks  reaching  home  from  the  workhouse,  but  I  should  not  think  that  so  much  time  would 
be  necessary  for  her  to  \Yalk  home  in  consequence  of  her  ulcerated  leg.  I  cannot  say  bow 
often  I  saw  the  leg  from  the  time  of  her  return  from  the  workhouse  to  that  of  her  death. 
Her  general  health,  which  was  never  good,  did  not  appear  to  be  giving  way  since  her  return 
from  punishment.  I  remember  Mary  Patterson ;  I  heard  that  she  was  pregnant  the  last 
time  sne  was  sent  to  the  workhouse  for  punishment,  but  1  knew  nothing  of  it  myself,  as  I 
never  examined  her. 


End.  i6j  in  No. 50.  Enclosure  16,  in  No.  50. 

Thomas  Henry' ^  Case,  of  Soutbfield. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Br(Amis  Town  and  St.  Ann^s  Bay,  in  the  case  of  an  Apprentice  Labourer  named 
Thomas  Henry,  belonging  to  Southfield  Estate,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Ann. 

Wednesday,  27  September  1837. 
Thomas  Henry,  Apprentice  to  Southfield ;  sworn. 

I  KNOW  Mary  Jane  Kidson,  and  remember  when  she  was  sent  to  the  workhouse.     She 
was  ordered  by  the  busha  to  be  locked  up ;  she  had  a  young  child  with  her.     One  night 

she 
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she  eame  to  me,  and  asked  if  she  was  ever  saucy  to  me.  I  said^  No;  I  was  then  a  constable.        JAMAICA. 
She  said  that  the  book-keeper  had  told  the  busha  that  she  was  saucy  to  me.    That  same  — — 

night  the  book-keeper^  Mr.  Powell^  came^  and  told  me  that  I  must  lock  her  up  in  the  dun^ 
geon.  1  went  in  search  of  her,  but  she  could  not  be  found.  The  next  morning  she  was 
found,  and  put  in  the  dungeon,  with  her  child,  until  Mr.  Rawlinson  came ;  he  came  the 
same  day.  She  was  taken  before  him,  and  complained  a^inst,  for  being  saucy  to  Mr. 
Powell,  the  book-keeper.  I  was  carried  up  at  same  time,  with  my  hand  tied,  because  I  did 
not  catch  her  the  nignt  before.  I  was  carried  from  the  dungeon,  where  I  had  been  put  in 
the  morning,  and  was  charged  with  not  finding  the  girl ;  and  Mr.  Rawlinson  sentenced  me  to 
be  flogged.  He  rode  away ;  and  I  was  tied  to  a  long  ladder,  and  buckled  round  the  small  of 
my  back  with  a  strap.  One  of  the  book-keepers,  now  living  at  Lillyfield,  whose  name  is  Mr. 
John  Hunt,  first  commenced  to  cat  me,  and  eaterwards  Mr.  Thomas  Powell,  the  other  book- 
keeper, who  now  lives  as  busha  at  Arbole,  catted  me ;  nobody  else  Bogged  me.  They  flogged 
me  so  bad  that  I  must  have  died  but  for  the  Lord's  mercy.  Busha  stood  by  laughing  the, 
whole  time.  After  I  was  flogged/ he  allowed  me  to  go  to  my  own  house,  where  I  was  laid  up 
three  months.  The  back  was  dreadfully  cut  up,  and  was  dressed  by  my  aunt.  No  doctor 
^Y&t  saw  it,  as  I  was  not  in  the  hospital.  I  was  cut  from  the  nape  of  my  neck  to  the  small 
of  my  back.  I  did  not  feel  the  flogging  so  much  on  my  skin  at  the  time  as  I  did  inwards. 
Every  stroke  appeared  to  cut  me  to  the  heart.  I  could  scarce  blow  afterwetrds.  It  seemed 
to  me  as  if  my  heart  had  swelled.  I  could  not  eat ;  I  had  a  constant  thirst  upon  me,  and 
was  always  drinking  water.  When  I  recovered,  I  was  sent  to  mind  cattle,  and  sent  to  work 
in  the  first  gang.  On  Thursday  night  we  were  kept  working  in  the  field  until  the  stars 
eame  out,  and  covered  the  sky ;  this  was  about  seven  weeks  after  Christmas.  I  complained 
to  Mr.  PoweUy  and  we  were  drawn  off.  The  same  night  I  went  to  Mr.  Sowley,  the  special 
magistrate  at  Laughlands,  about  three  miles  from  the  property,  and  asked  him  if  it  was 
la^dul  to  work  us  so  late*  He  said  he  would  be  on  the  property  next  week,  and  settle  it. 
The  next  morning,  the  book-keeper,  Mr.  Powell,  who  knew  that  I  had  gone  to  Laughlands, 
to  Mr.  Sowley,  told  the  overseer  that  I  had  come  home.  The  busha,  Mr.  Higginbottom, 
then  sent  to  call  me  to  the  yard.  He  opened  the  store  door,  and  gave  James  Bennett  a  new 
rope  to  tie  me  well.  I  was  tied,  as  I  thought,  to  be  carried  to  Mr.  Sowley ;  but  when  they 
told  me  that  they  were  carrying  me  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  at  Brown's  Town,  1  said  I  would  not 
go  there,  as  I  knew  what  they  would  do  with  me.  Upon  this,  they  opened  the  curing-house 
door,  took  out  a  piece  of  board  about  four  feet  long,  and  then  James  Bennett  Ewan,  James 
M'Clean  Piper,  and  Hamilton  Piper,  with  Mr.  Powell,  tied  me  upon  a  piece  of  board,  to 
carry  me  upon  the  heads  of  two  men  to  Brown's  Town.  Mr.  Powell  presseid  on  my  stomacli 
with  his  knee,  while  the  apprentices  tied  me.  At  last,  the  busha's  housekeeper,  Mary 
Scarlett,  told  Mr.  Higginbottom  that  it  was  a  shame  to  tie  a  live  man  upon  a  piece  of  board 
to  carry  before  a  magistrate ;  that  his  character  would  be  injured  by  it.  The  busha  then 
released  me.  I  then  went  to  my  work.  The  book-keeper,  Mr.  Powell,  came  to  me,  and 
said  that  he  was  sorry  they  had  let  me  go.  I  said  to  him,  "  Why  do  you  pick  after  me  so, 
massa."  He  replied,  "  I  will  never  stop  until  I  get  you  punished  again."  I  went  again  to 
Mr.  Sowley ;  but  as  he  did  not  give  me  any  satisfaction,  I  went  to  Spanish  Town,  to  see 
Lord  Sligo,  the  Governor.  I  did  not  see  him,  as  he  was  at  Highgate,  and  I  returned  home. 
i  went  to  my  work,  and  paid  up  my  time  for  the  days  I  had  lost.  I  had  been  a  constable. 
The  magistrate  never  took  my  constable's  paper  from  me,  but  the  overseer  broke  me 
himself. 

Thursday,  28  September  1837. 

Mr.  John  Hunt,  Book-keeper  on  Southfield  and  Lillyfield ;  sworn. 

At  the  time  of  the  flogging  of  Thomas  Henry,  Mr.  Higginbottom  called  me  out.  I  was 
then  sickly.  He  asked  me  if  I  could  flog  the  man.  1  knew  nothing  of  the  trial  or  the  sen- 
tence. On  being  asked  the  Question^  1  said  I  did  not  know,  as  I  was  sickly.  I  cannot 
remember  the  number  of  lashes  I  gave,  but  I  gave  the  number  that  I  was  ordered,  and  the 
other  book-keeper,  Mr.  Powell,  gave  the  rest.  We  flogged  Thomas  Henry  with  a  cat. 
I  think  I  must  have  given  him  about  16  lashes,  but  I  cannot  swear  to  the  exact  number.  I 
was  ordered  to  give  him  a  certain  number,  and  when  I  did  so,  I  was  drawn  oft*.  I  did  not 
count  the  lashes  myself;  a  person  who  was  by  counted  them.  I  did  not  count  the  number 
of  lashes  that  Mr.  Powell  gave.  I  cannot  say  what  particular  time  it  was,  but  1  think  it 
must  have  been  about  September  1836.  Thomas  Henry  was  strapped  to  a  ladder  in  the 
way  he  described.  His  back  was  cut,  but  not  in  a  worse  way  than  other  people's  backs 
were  cut  who  used  to  be  flogged.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  being  tied  down  on 
the  board.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.  I  have  heard,  in  this  parish,  about  book-keepers 
flogging  people  who  were  sentenced  by  the  special  magistrate,  but  I  never  saw  it.  I  have 
heard  that  Mr.  Powell  has  flogged  other  people.  The  special  magistrate  was  on  the  property 
the  same  day  of  the  trial,  but  went  away  oefore  the  flogging  took  place. 

William  Leach,  a  Constable  and  Mason  on  Southfield  ;  sworn. 

I  was  present  when  Thomas  Henry  was  flogged.  Busha  sent  him  under  my  charge  to  be 
locked  up ;  the  next  day  he  was  flogged  by  order  of  the  magistrate.*  I  was  not  present 
when  he  was  tried  ;  he  was  tied  to  a  ladder,  strapped  round  the  back,  and  flogged.  Mr. 
Powell  and  Mr.  Hunt  flogged  him.  It  was  intended  that  both  of  them  should  flog  him. 
Mr.  Hunt  flogged  him  first,  but  he  was  sick  and  could  not  flog  as  hard  as  Mr.  Powell,  who 
finished  the  flogging.    Thomas  Henry  cried  and  bawled  a  great  deal  while  thev  were 
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JA^IAICA.       flogging  him ;  he  complained  that  the  strap  round  his  back  was  too  tight^  and  when  be  did 

so  I  went  and  loosed  it  four  holes ;  his  oack  was  very  badly  cut  up.     Mr.  Hunt  fiogg^ 

hard^  so  did  Mr.  Powell ;  Mr.  Powell  laid  it  on  harder  than  Mr.  Hunt,  as  he  was  not  sicl^y. 
Thomas  Henry  was  flogged  as  high  as  the  shoulder;  he  was  not  so  much  cut  up  by  Mr» 
Hunt's  flogging  as  he  was  by  that  which  he  got  from  Mr.  Powell,  who  was  a  strong  young 
man,  and  appeared  to  hit  as  hard  as  his  strength  would  allow  him.  The  magistrate  went 
away  and  did  not  witness  the  flogging.  After  he  went  away  the  poUce  came ;  they  were 
sent  by  him  to  lay  the  flogging  on.  Ihomas  Henry  had  received  the  punishment  about  20 
minutes  before  tney  came.  It  was  Mr.  Higginbottom  who  ordered  me  to  bring  Thomas 
Henry  out,  but  I  don't  know  who  gave  orders  for  the  book-keepers  to  flog.  I  understood 
that  they  flogged  him  because  the  police  did  not  come  in  time.  The  police  did  not  see  the 
hogging.     I  have  seen  the  police  flog  people  ;  one  flogs  first  and  the  other  flogs  after ;  one 

fives  one  half  and  the-  other  gives  the  balance.  The  police  flogged  as  hard  as  the  book- 
eepers,  and  they  flogged  with  all  their  strength.  After  the  flogging  Thomas  Henry  went 
back  to  Southfield.  1  don't  think  that  the  flogging  was  so  bad  as  to  be  likelv  to  cause 
his  death.  The  busha  sat  down  at  the  porch  while  he  was  getting  the  punishment  and 
counted  the  lashes,  but  I  did  not  see  him  laugh.  I  don't  think  that  Thomas  Henry  was 
laid  up  more  than  two  weeks.  During  the  flogging  the  blood  streamed  down  his  back. 
I  remember  when  Thomas  Henry  went  to  Laughlanos  to  see  Mr.  Sowley,  the  special  magis- 
trate. I  was  in  the  field  with  him  that  evening  until  the  stars  appeai-ed.  Henry  saia  to 
Mr.  Powell,  **  it  is  time  to  draw  off*  the  negroes,"  and  Mr.  Powell  said  "  Yes."  After  the 
Negroes  had  drawn  off,  Thomas  Henry  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  the  special  magistrate.. 
I  went  to  the  busha  to  get  orders,  and  he  asked  me  for  Thomas  Henry.  I  told  him  where 
he  had  gone  to.  I  received  my  orders  and  went  away.  The  next  morning  Thomas  Henry 
turned  out  to  work  at  the  same  time  as  the  other  negroes.  Mr.  Powell  was  in  the  field 
and  called  the  list.  He  asked  Thomas  Hemy  where  a  woman  was  yesterday  evening 
named  Charlotte  Small.  Henry  replied,  "  There  she  is,  she  will  answer  for  herself;"  he  did 
not  say  this  in  an  insulting  manner.  Mr.  Powell  turned  to  me  and  said,  "  Do  you  hear 
what  he  says  ?  "  I  replied  "  Yes,"  and  repeated  the  words.  Mr.  Powell  then  left  the  field 
and  went  up  to  the  overseer's  house  to  breakfast.  After  breakfast  busha  sent  to  me  to  send 
Thomas  Henry  to  the  yard.  I  sent  him,  but  what  they  did  with  him  I  cannot  say.  I  waft 
•not  present  at  anything  they  did. 

Note. — On  reference  to  the  return  of  the  special  magistrate,  it  appeared  that  in  his 
sentence  in  the  case  above  alluded  to  Thomas  Henry  was  ordered  to  receive  39  lashes. 

Hamilton  Piper,  a  Carpenter  on  Southfield ;  sworn. 

I  remember  when  Thomas  Henry  was  flogged  at  Lillyfield  ;  I  was  not  there.  I  remember 
when  he  was  ordered  to  go  to  Brown's  Town  to  be  tried  before  the  special  magistrate ;  he 
would  not  go.  Busha  then  called  myself  and  James  McLean  Piper  and  James  Bennett 
Ewan,  and  desired  us  to  take  him  to  Brown's  Town.  Thomas  Henry  said  thathewoald 
not  go.  Busha  then  told  Mr.  Powell  to  get  a  piece  of  board  ;  a  piece  was  brought  out,  and 
we  were  desired  to  lash  Henry  upon  it.  We  lashed  him  because  we  thought  we  had  a  right 
to  obey  busha's  orders.  Thomas  Henry  struggled  a  great  deal,  and  we  could  not  manage 
him.  Mr.  Powell  then  clapped  his  knee  on  his  breast  to  keep  him  down,  while  we  tied 
him.  He  was  not  tied  very  well.  Mr.  Powell  knelt  on  him  with  one  knee  on  his  breast ; 
he  knelt  on  him  with  all  his  mio;ht.  Thomas  Henry  was  laid  flat  on  the  board,  and  lashed 
from  his  shoulders  to  his  feet ;  he  was  lashed  round  and  round  in  the  same  manner  as  we 
lash  hoes.  When  we  lashed  him,  he  called  out  and  said  he  would  walk.  I  went  to  busha 
and  told  him  that  Henry  said  he  would  walk  if  he  would  give  him  something  to  eat.  Busha 
called  out,  "Go  away,  Sir,  and  carry  him  to  Brown's  lown."  Busha  then  came  out,  and 
James  Ewan  and  myself  begged  Quite  hard  for  him.  We  told  him  that  it  would  look  veiy 
shamefiil  if  he  made  us  cany  a  live  man  lashed  that  way  to  Brown's  Town.  He  saidf, 
"As  you  have  begged  so  hard,  if  Mr.  Powell  will  pardon  him  1  have  no  objection."  Mr* 
Powell  said,  "  Yes,"  he  would  pardon  him.  He  was  then  let  off  and  sent  to  his  work  ;  had 
we  not  begged  he  would  have  been  sent  lashed  on  the  board,  if  we  had  been  able  to  manage 
him.  Thomas  Henry,  when  ordered  to  go  to  Brown's  Town,  said  that  he  would  willingly 
go  to  Mr.  Sowley  to  be  tried,  but  he  did  not  want  to  be  tried  by  Mr.  Rawlinson.  I  can*t 
tell  whether  Mary  Scarlett  begged  for  him  or  not.  Aft«r  Thomas  Henry  was  let  go  he  went 
to  his  work.  He  complained  afterwards  of  a  pain  in  his  stomach,  caused  by  the  weight  of 
Mr.  Powell  when  he  Kneeled  upon  him.  I  did  not  see  Thomas  Henry's  back  after  his 
flogging  at  Lillyfield.  I  saw  him  about  two  weeks  after;  he  looked  sick  enough,  but  I 
can't  remember  how  long  he  was  laid  up.  I  know  that  Thomas  Henry  went  to  the 
-governor,  but  I  don't  know  whether  he  paid  back  any  days. 

Mr.  Tliomas  Powell,  formerly  a  Book-keeper  on  Southfield  and  Lillyfield,  now  Overseer 

on  Arbole ;  sworn. 

I  remember  one  evening  the  people  were  kept  in  the  field,  but  not  until  six  o'clock. 
Thomas  Henry  made  a  great  noise,  and  said  he  would  so  to  Mr.  Sowley.  I  mentioned  this 
to  Mr.  Higginbottom  the  overseer,  as  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  do  so.  On  the  next  morning 
I  went  to  the  field  and  asked  Thomas  Henry  why  Charlotte  Small  Davis  had  been  absent 
the  evening  before ;  I  asked  where  she  was ;  he  gave  me  a  very  impertinent  answer,  saying 
"  You  know  very  well  where  she  was,  don't  come  and  trouble  me  /'  or  words  to  that  effect. 
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I  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Higginbottom  at  breakfast  time,  and  he  sent  for  him.     Mr.  Sowley        •  iMAIC  A- 

happened  to  be  very  sick  at  the  time,  and  Mr.  Higginbottom  said  "  Carry  him  to  Mr.  ^ 

Rawiinson."  He  would  not  go,  and  when  we  found  that,  Mr.  Higginbottom,  of  course, 
said  that  he  should  go.  A  piece  of  board  was  brought  out,  but  he  was  not  tied,  he  was 
merely  laid  on  it,  and  had  the  rope  on  one  foot.  James  Bennett  Ewan,  Hamilton  Piper,  and 
James  M*Lean  Piper  were  all  there;  the  board  was  brought  out  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
him  on  it ;  he  refused  to  go  and  stru^led  very  violently,  and  in  the  act  of  falling,  he  col- 
lared me  and  carried  me  down  with  him  ;  I  put  my  knee  on  his  breast  to  extricate  myself 
firom  him,  as  he  struggled  very  violently ;  ropes  were  got  out  to  tie  him,  and  I  was  about 
tying  him  while  the  apprentices  held  him ;  but  he  begged  very  hard,  the  apprentices  begged 
for  him,  and  Miss  Scarlett,  I  believe,  begged  for  him.  The  overseer  said  that  if  I  was  satis- 
fied, he  would  let  him  off.  I  won't  be  certain  whether  Leach  was  in  the  field  when 
Thomas  Henry  complained  of  being  worked  too  late  in  the  evening;  it  was  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  short  days,  and  the  evening  star  was  out,  but  no  other.  It  was  never  suggested 
that  the  police  should  be  sent  for  when  he  resisted  going  to  Brown's  Town.  I  remember 
the  punishment  received  by  Thomas  Henry ;  I  don't  remember  the  offence  for  which  he  was 
l>rought  up,  butl  know  that  Mary  Jane  Kidson  and  himself  are  among  the  worst  people  on 
the  property.  I  often  complained  of  them  to  the  overseer,  and  was  present  when  they  were 
triea.  I  can't  remember  whether  I  was  called  upon  to  give  evidence ;  1  was  always  called 
up  to  give  evidence  on  cases  brought  before  the  magistmte,  but  I  don't  rememl>er  being 
called  upon  in  this  case.  I  have  catted  several  people ;  I  have  catted  about  three  per- 
sons by  order  of  Dr.  Thompson,  the  late  special  magistrate ;  he  was  in  the  house  when  I 
catted  them.  I  think  that  Thomas  Henry  was  the  last  I  catted.  I  don't  know  that  the 
constables  were  ever  ordered  to  flog  people,  and  refused ;  they  used  to  flog  the  people,  but 
in  such  a  way  that  they  did  not  care  about  the  punishment ;  when  they  flogged,  it  could 
not  be  called  punishment.  I  do  not  remember  any  other  case  than  that  of  Thomas  Henry's 
where  two  book-keepers  were  employed  in  catting  one  man.  I  know  that  I  counted  the 
lashes,  but  I  don't  remember  how  many  I  gave.  I  am  certain  that  Thomas  Henry  did  not 
get  more  lashes  than  were  ordered ;  but  I  don't  know  whether  the  doctor-man  saw  him 
after  the  flogging.  I  repeat  that  I  don't  know  any  other  instance  of  two  young  men  being 
employed  in  nogging  one  man ;  I  do  not  know  why  such  were  the  orders  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  was  the  overseer,  and  not  the  magistrate,  who  ordered  Mr.  Hunt  and  myself  to 
flog  Thomas  Henry.  I  am  not  positive,  but  1  don't  thmk  that  he  was  laid  up  more  than 
two  weeks  after  the  catting.  Mr.  Rawiinson  said  that  the  police  were  to  nog  Thomas 
Henry ;  they  came  about  a  half  hour  after  the  flogging ;  the  flogging  took  place  at  two 
o'clock,  and  was  before  dinner.  The  overseer  said,  by  not  seeing  the  police  come  early,  that 
it  was  his  opinion  they  were  not  at  Knapdale,  and  that  sooner  than  keep  the  people  locked 
up,  the  book-keepers  should  go  on  witn  the  flogging.  Dr«  Thompson  was  the  only  spe- 
cial mag^istrate  wno  directed  such  a  proceeding  as  that  of  making  book-keepers  flog  the 
apprentices ;  I  never  knew  the  book-keepers  to  cat  apprentices  on  any  other  property.  I 
never  saw  the  police  cat  any  bodjr  on  Southfield  or  Lillyfield.  Mr.  Higginbottom  is  no  ad- 
vocate for  cutting  if  he  can  possibly  avoid  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  Ann  M'Clay  was 
pregnant  when  she  was  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  indeed  1  kne^  but  little  of  the  Lillyfield 
people  at  that  time.  I  never  saw  any  allowance  made  for  pickaninny  mothers  who  were 
picking  pimento ;  they  can  very  well  pick  pimento  and  suckle  their  children.  The  task- 
work is  about  a  half  barrel  each  of  pimento  per  day.  There  was  always  an  allowance  made 
to  the  Southfield  people  when  they  were  cleaning  pastures  ar  Lillyfield,  particularly  on 
Mondays,  as  they  had  to  walk  firom  one  property  to  the  other ;  when  this  was  the  case  they 
remained  at  Lillyfield  until  the  week's  work  was  finished.  After  the  time  when  the  attempt 
was  made  to  tie  Thomas  Henry,  he  ran  away,  and  gave  himself  up  some  time  afterwards ; 
he  paid  back  his  days ;  he  was  suspected  of  iJeing  of  e;reat  injury  to  the  property  during  his 
absence.  It  was  reported  by  William  James,  the  head  cattle-man,  that  Thomas  Henry 
drove  the  cattle  out  of  the  pens  into  the  fields  of  young  cane-plants,  which  were  totally  de- 
stroyed ;  these  two  fields  consisted  of  17  acres. 

The  Court. — Mr.  Powell,  you  are  a  young  man  and  an  overseer,  but  we  must  suggest  to 
you  that  if  you  had  refused  to  obey  Mr.  Higginbottom 's  orders  to  flog  Thomas  Henry  it 
would  have  been  creditable  to  you,  and  you  would  perhaps  have  got  on  better  for  it;  you 
should  not  have  made  a  common  executioner  of  yourself. 

Mr.  Powell. — I  do  not  regret  what  I  did  ;  I  am  not  glad  of  it,  but  I  am  not  sorry  about 
it.  By  pleasing  Mr.  Higginbottom  I  am  now  an  overseer  through  his  interest  The  man 
was  insolent  to  me,  and  did  everything  to  induce  me  to  strike  him,  by  which  means  I 
might  have  been  subject  to  a  penalty  of  five  pounds ;  I  was  therefore  not  sorry  to  inflict  the 
punishment,  although  I  did  not  do  so  from  any  ill  will;  I  only  obeyed  my  overseer's 
orders. 

Friday,  29  September  1837. 
William  James,  Cattleman  and  Apprentice  to  Southfield  and  Lillyfield  ;  sworn. 

I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  cattle  breaking  out  of  one  of  the  pens,  and  eating  down 
xanes  about  two  years  ago.  The  first  person  I  heard  it  from  was  the  busha,  who  said  to  me, 
"  William  James,  some  good  friend  has  let  the  cattle  out  of  the  pen,  and  they  have  eat  down 
the  young  canes  at  the  Cashaw-tree  cane-piece."  I  replied,  "  1  don't  think  it ;  "  I  said,  *^I 
don't  think  anybody  could  have  done  so."  Nothing  else  passed  between  us.  Thomas 
Henry,  the  constable,  had  run  away  that  time.  Busha  might  have  it  to  say  that  it  was  him 
who  let  the  cattle  out ;  but  I  could  not  believe  it.     I  know  nothing  of  it. 
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John  Higginbottom,  Esq.  of  Chesterfield,  in  St.  Ann's ;  sworn. 

I  cannot  exactly  state  the  time,  but  shortly  after  Thomas  Henry  was  punished,  he  came  to 
me,  requesting  me  to  intercede  with  overseer  for  him  ;  he  said  that  he  had  been  severely 
punished,  and  broken  as  a  constable,  and  that  if  I  would  beg  for  him  and  get  him  rein- 
stated his  overseer  should  have  no  cause  to  complain ;  he  said,  he  knew  that  he  had  done 
wrong,  and  was  sorry  for  it.  I  examined  his  back,  and  did  not  at  that  time  consider  from 
the  mark  which  appeared  that  he  had  received  a  severe  flogging. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Court,  Mr.  HigginbSttom  said,  '*  It  has  never  come 
within  my  knowledge  that  book-keepers  have  been  employed  to  carry  into  effect  the  sentence 
of  the  special  magistrate,  and  I  should  consider  it  hignly  improper  to  employ  the  accuser  to 
flog  a  delinquent. 

Note. — Previously  to  the  reception  of  Mr.  Higeinbottom's  evidence,  the  whole  of  Thomas 
Henry's  case,  as  taken  at  Bro\>Ti  s  Town,  was  read,  and  Mr.  George  Higginbottom,  the  over- 
seer at  Southfield  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence,  having  been  present,  was  asked  whether  he 
was  desirous  of  offering  any  evidence  in  rebutter.  He  informed  the  Court,  through  John 
Higginbottom,  Esq.,  his  brother,  that  he  declined  doing  so. 


End  17,  in  No.  50,  Enclosure  17,  in  No.  50. 

Sundry  Complaints  on  Dunbarton  Estate,  St.  Ann. 
MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brownh  Town,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  respecting  the  Complaint  of  sundry 

Apprentices  on  Dunbarton  Estate. 

Saturday,  30  September  1837. 

Adolphus  Medwar,  Constable  on  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

I  KNOW  a  boy  belonging  to  Dunbarton,  named  George  Lewis ;  he  was  once  caught  steal* 
ing  com ;  he  was  taken  before  the  magistrate  when  he  came  to  the  estate,  who  sentenced 
him  to  receive  20  lashes.  Alexander  Lynch  was  ordered  to  flog  him ;  I  remember  his  being 
flogged  by  old  Alexander  Lynch,  his  lather,  by  order  of  the  busha;  he  was  flogged  twice; 
one  time  he  was  held  out  to  be  flogged ;  the  next  time  he  was  tied  to  a  cart-wheel.  He 
was  caught  by  busha  the  second  time  with  a  load  of  canes  which  he  had  stol^i ;  the  first 
time  he  was  sent  by  busha  to  his  father  to  have  him  corrected ;  the  second  time  he  received 
a  regular  flogging :  he  was  flogged  close  to  the  boiling-house,  tied  to  a  cart-wheel. 

George  Lewis,  an  apprentice  to  Dunbarton  Estate,  apparently  about  IB  years  old ;  sworn. 

I  was  flogged  twice  by  my  father,  with  the  cat ;  once  he  laid  me  down,  and  the  next  time 
I  was  tied  to  a  cart-wheel.  Busha  sent  up  to  the  house  for  the  cat ;  it  was  not  knotted ;  but 
directly  as  it  was  brought  down  busha  knotted  it  himself,  and  gave  it  to  my  father  to 
flog  me. 

Old  Alexander  Lynch,  an  Apprentice  to  Dunbarton ',  sworn. 

George  Lewis  is  my  son;  he  pulled  cocoa-nuts  out  of  busha's  own  settlement,  and  busha 
asked  me  what  I  w^  goin^  to  do  with  him ;  I  told  him,  that  whenever  he  committed  a 
fault,  I  always  corrected  him  myself,  but  that  I  was  tired  of  doing  so ;  I  said,  that  busha 
must  let  him  pay  back  a  Saturday  for  the  cocoa-nuts  ;  he  said,  that  he  did  not  want  that, 
I  must  correct  him  myself.  One  day  1  was  working  at  the  Lime  Wall ;  busha  asked  me, 
if  I  had  corrected  that  boy  yet;  I  said,  no,  I  was  waiting  to  see  if  he  would  commit  another 
fault.  I  was  one  day  in  the  boiling-house,  potting  sugar ;  George  Lewis  was  sent  to  cut 
bread-nuts,  but  went  and  cut  canes  in  the  cane-piece,  as  I  was  told  ;  busha  and  him  came 
along  to  the  boiling-house ;  busha  called  me  to  him,  and  said,  "  I  told  you  to  correct 
this  fellow ;  have  you  done  it?"  I  said,  I  was  waiting  for  him  to  commit  a  new  fault ;  busha 
sent  to  the  great  house  for  the  cat,  and  it  was  brought ;  he  put  it  on  the  barrel ;  when  I 
asked  the  book-keeper  and  constable  who  was  to  correct  the  boy,  they  said,  "  It  is  you.'*  I 
took  the  cat,  and  told  one  of  the  boys  to  bring  me  a  piece  of  rope  to  tie  him,  as  I  could  not 
flog  him  without  tying ;  the  rope  came,  and  1  was  going  to  tie  him  where  we  load  sugar, 
when  busha  said,  ^'  Not  there,  carry  him  to  the  cart."  1  carried  him,  and  tied  him  to  the 
wheel,  with  the  assistance  of  the  dnver,  as  I  did  not  know  how  to  tie  him  good ;  I  then 
began  to  flog  him ;  busha  was  close  by ;  I  did  not  count  the  lashes,  but  after  1  gave  him  a 
good  many,  busha  said,  "That  is  plenty,  but  you  have  not  cut  him  ;"  I  replied,  **  I  have 
not  got  a  knife  to  cut  him."  I  then  threw  down  the  whip,  and  would  not  remain  until  he 
was  loosed,  as  I  could  not  bear  it ;  I  never  catted  him  before,  but  switehed  him  for  stealing 
canes.  The  reason  I  catted  him  was,  because  busha  would  have  been  vexed  with  me  if  I 
had  not  done  it ;  I  felt  very  sorry  after  doing  it ;  I  flogged  him  because  I  told  busha  I 
would  correct  him  if  he  committed  another  fault ;  he  did  so  two  or  three  times,  and  I  did 
not  flog  him,  and  busha  told  me,  if  I  did  not  do  it  he  would  know  what  to  do  vnth  him ; 
so  I  was  obliged  to  flog  him ;  busha  knotted  the  cat  when  I  was  ^oing  to  flog  him ;  as 
busha  stood  by  when  I  was  flogging  him,  I  thought  that  he  was  takmg  everything  to  him- 
self; had  he  sent  the  boy  to  me,  in  my  own  yard,  I  would  have  corrected  him  myself,  and 
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then  it  would  have  been  my  doing.     Busha  always  gives  me  a  little  feeding  when  I  go  and        JAMAICA, 
ask  for  it ;  he  is  cruel   sometimes^  when  he  can't  get  his  work  done ;  but  when  he  gets  over 
his  passion  he  is  kind ;  the  boy  is  a  very  lazy  boy. 

Humphrey  Newell^  an  Apprentice  to  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

I  saw  the  punishment  of  Geome  Lewis ;  it  was  given  with  a  cat.  The  back  was  wealed, 
but  the  skin  was  not  broken.  lie  got  40  lashes ;  he  was  flowed  for  stealing  canes ;  hfi 
stole  as  much  as  he  could  eat  through  the  day.  I  have  been  flogged  myself  by  Mr.  Mallett; 
he  sent  me  to  his  property  to  repair  a  butt.  The  mill  was  about  at  Dunbarton  in  the  mean- 
time ;  and  when  I  went  home^  it  was  about  two  days,  and  there  was  no  hogsheads  to  pot 
sugar.  One  cooper  was  left  at  Dunbarton,  and  another  and  myself  were  at  Mr.  Mallett's 
own  place.  When  I  returned  to  Dunbarton,  busha  quarrelled  with  me  for  the  want  of 
casks,  and  I  asked  how  I  could  be  accountable  for  work  done  at  Dunbarton,  when  I  was  at 
his  place  at  work  ;  that  I  called  that  imposing  upon  me.  He  then  came  and  flogged  me  on 
my  bare  back  with  a  supple-jack,  and  I  felt  very  sick  the  next  day;  this  was  before  last 
Cnristmas.  I  did  not  go  to  the  special  magistrate,  but  I  told  Mr.  Hamilton  Brown,  the  attorney, 
and  he  gave  me  neither  advice  nor  satismction.  When  I  saw  the  magistrate,  I  merely  told 
him  that  I  had  quarrelled  with  the  busha.  I  did  not  take  him  to  the  magistrate,  because  I 
knew  that  he  was  in  a  passion ;  he  did  not  make  any  apology  for  what  he  did,  but  I  thought 
he  would  have  made  some  little  present  to  me ;  he  has  been  in  a  passion  with  me  since 
then,  and  has  treated  me  much  worse,  but  I  have  never  been  put  since  to  work  in 
the  field. 

The  Court. — The  reason  why  your  overseer  treated  you  worse  was  because  he  had  dontf 
ou  an  injustice,  and  had  not  made  you  any  amends.     Had  he  made  vou  amends,  perhaps 
le  would  have  treated  you  better ;  but  it  is  quite  in  human  nature  to  do  a  man  wrong,  and 
hate  him  afterwards. 


I 


Henry  Lynch,  Head-mason  on  Dunbarton  Estate ;  sworn. 

On  Monday  morning  I  saw  the  mother  of  Francis  Bell ;  I  asked  the  old  woman  what 
blood  was  that  she  had  on  her  Osnaburg  frock ;  she  said  that  busha  had  been  beating 
Francis  with  a  supple-jack,  and  that  she  had  gone  to  Mr.  Rawlinson,  but  he  was  not  at 
home.  I  asked  the  boy  how  many  licks  he  had  received^  and  he  told  me  that  busha  first 
struck  him  with  his  fist  about  his  neck,  and  then  took  a  supple-jack,  which  was  split  at  the 
end,  and  bound  round  with  a  wire,  and  beat  him  over  his  head  with  it,  when  the  blood  came 
through  his  nose.  I  saw  the  flogging  of  George  Le^yis,  but  I  was  not  near ;  I  am  told  that 
he  eot  40  lashes ;  the  back  was  not  much  cut,  but  it  was  wealed.  The  busha  is  very  kind 
to  the  free  children,  and  never  takes  any  days  from  their  mothers  for  the  time  they  lose  in 
attending  them  when  sick.  I  never  heard  that  busha  ever  tried  to  frighten  any  person,  so  as 
to  prevent  them  from  coming  here  to  complain ;  I  don't  think  that  he  would  do  such  a 
thing.  My  wife  is  a  free  woman,  and  allowed  to  live  on  the  property ;  Mr.  Mallett  ofl;en 
gives  her  sugar,  and  is  very  kind  to  my  child,  and  all  the  children.  Besides  the  customary 
allowances  on  the  estate,  I  often  get  rum,  sugar,  and  many  other  things,  particularly  when 
I  hang  the  coppers ;  he  is  very  liberal  to  me  then,  because  he  considers  my  doing  so  a 
saving  to  the  estate,  as  it  prevents  him  from  hiring  a  white  person  to  do  it. 

The  Court. — ^We  feel  particularly  pleased,  Mr.  Mallett,  at  the  admission  we  have  heard  of 
your  kind  treatment  to  the  children,  and  we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  acknowledge  that 
your  conduct  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  your  conduct  and  candour  in  court  during  the  whole 
rf  this  investigation,  are  extremely  satisfectory  to  us  and  creditable  to  yourself. 

Mr.  Mallett  said  that  he  did  not  count  the  number  of  lashes  that  George  Lewis  received; 
but  thinks  that  he  told  the  father  when  to  leave  off*.  "  1  remember/'  said  Mr.  Mallett, 
*'  having  struck  the  boy  Francis  on  one  occasion  when  he  was  exceedingly  insolent ;  I 
struck  him  over  the  head  with  a  supple-iack  which  was  split  at  the  end;  and  in  doing  so 
he  received  a  cut  over  the  brow ;  but  I  deny  that  blood  came  through  his  nose,  or  that  the 
supple-jack  was  bound  with  wire.  Blood  came  from  the  place  over  the  brow  which 
received  the  cut,  and  T  must  confess  that  I  was  much  alanned  at  it.  I  expressed  my  sor 
rovv  at  the  time,  and  I  do  so  now ;  I  was  overcome  by  my  temper.  I  have  not  struck 
any  person  with  a  supple-jack  since,  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  never  do  so  again." 

Monday,  2  October  1837. 
Mr.  John  Mallett^  Overseer  on  Dunbarton  Estate ;  sworn. 

There  was  a  disappointment  arose  in  getting  hogshead  staves  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  crop,  and  for  one  or  two  days  the  cooper  was  idle,  when  I  told  Humphrey  Newell,  as 
he  had  refused  my  hire  in  his  own  time,  and  was  now  idle,  to  go  to  my  own  place  and  repair 
my  water  butt,  as  the  Dimbarton  Negroes  had  water  from  it  when  working  on  that  side  of 
the  estate  which  is  near  to  it ;  he  went,  and  instead  of  stopping  the  leaks,  he  took  the  butt 
•to  pieces,  cut  the  bottom,  and  could  not  or  would  not  put  it  together;  so  the  butt  was 
spoiled ;  he  was  very  insolent,  and  was  so,  as  I  suppose,  to  provoke  me  to  lift  my  hand,  that 
he  might  have  something  against  me,  as  I  had  been  obliged  to  break  him  as  head  cooper, 
for  his  bad  conduct  and  drunkenness,  arising  from  my  indulgences  towards  him.  When  I. 
took  Geoi^e  Lewis  to  his  father,  and  told  him  that  I  had  caught  him  stealing  again,  that 
he  had  not  noticed  any  of  my  former  complaints,  and  that  if  he  did  not  correct  him  now,  I 
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JAMAICA.       would  take  him  to  the  special  magistrate;  he  said,  unhesitatingly,  "  Busha,  leave  him  to 

me,  and  I  will  punish  him."    The  cat  he  was  punished  with  had  never  before  been  knotted 

at  the  ends,  which  were  not  whipcord  but  very  soft  stuff;  Alic.  Lynch  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied at  the  time,  and  would  never  have  complained  now,  had  he  not  been  urged  on  by  others 
to  do  so.  The  cat,  I  believe,  was  never  used  before,  although  upwards  of  two  years  on  the 
property,  nor  were  there  but  two  people  catted  on  the  estate,  and  but  on  two  occasions,  some 
of  them  at  Brown's  Town,  since  the  1st  August  1834.  Independent  of  my  own  wishes^ 
I  was  desired  by  my  employers  never  to  take  the  people  before  a  magistrate,  unless  it  could 
not  be  avoided  ;  from  their  extreme  indolence  I  might  have  had  grounds  for  weekly  com- 

flaints ;  sometimes  six  months  have  elapsed  at  a  time  without  my  making  a  complaint ; 
have  given  the  people  this  year  15  barrels  of  herrings,  a  puncheon  each  of  oatmeal  and  rice ; 
and  I  lately  got,  at  my  solicitation  to  Mr.  Hamilton  Brown,  four  barrels  of  flour  and  26  bags 
of  rice,  a  part  of  which  has  been  already  given  to  them ;  I  have  distributed  in  cash  since  the 
1st  August  1834, 27B/.  9s.  id.  to  the  people  for  hire  in  their  own  time*  I  give  to  children  and 
their  mothers  about  a  hogshead  of  sugar  annually,  with  liberal  allowances  to  the  head  people  of 
salt-fish,  8cc.  &c.  at  Christmas.  I  have  recommended  education  to  the  young,  at  the  request 
of  the  proprietors ;  the  children  were  formerly  taught  to  repeat  the  Church  Catechism,  and 
.atterly  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  learning  to  read  gratuitously  at  a  school  on  one  of 
my  own  properties,  kept  by  tne  Rev.  Mr.  AUoway,  of  the  ]U>ndon  Missionary  Society,  and,  as 
far  as  example  goes,  they  may  see  me  there  at  Divine  service  every  Sabbath.  Still  they  are  not 
a  truth-telling  people;  as,  for  instance,  the  falsehoods  in  the  eviclence  shows,  as  well  as  the 
exaggerations  made  and  the  truths  kept  back  by  Henry  Lynch.  I  have  erected  several  new 
houses  and  repaired  others  for  the  people,  in  doin^  which  the  tradesmen  are  at  present  em- 
ployed. I  was  not  aware  of  the  charges  of  ill  using  the  boy  Francis,  or  I  could  have  all, 
except  what  1  candidly  admitted ;  that  afiair  occurred  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  was 
settled  at  the  time  by  Mr.  Turner.  The  dungeon  on  Dunbarton  is  dry,  clean,  and  com- 
fortable, and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  a  better  anywhere ;  it  is  built  on  the  Government 
plan. 

Mr.  John  M^Dermott^  Overseer  at  present  on  Hopewell  Pen,  and  formerly  a  Book-keeper 

for  three  or  four  years  under  Mr.  Mallett. 

I  was  head-booker  on  Dunbarton  for  some  years  before  and  since  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  I  always  considered  Mr.  Mallett  a  humane  man ;  when  I  heard  of  the  charges 
brought  by  the  Dunbarton  negroes  aminst  the  overseer,  Mr.  Mallett,  I  remarked  that  I  con- 
sidered it  of  little  matter,  as  they  had  acted  in  that  way  to  him  in  consequence  of  the  very 
humane  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  on  my  oath, 
that  I  would  not  believe  the  oath  of  any  negro  on  Dunbarton  estate. 

Note. — ^The  annexed  aflSdavit  was  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  by  Mr.  Mallett 
during  their  stay  at  Falmouth. 

Jamaica,  ss."\  I,  John  Moore,  book-keeper  on  Dunbarton  estate,  in  the  parish  and  island 
St.  Aim.  /aforesaid,  do  swear,  that  about  the  beginning  of  June  last,  one  morning  before 
breakfast,  the  overseer,  Mr.  Mallett,  brought  a  boy  named  George  Lewis,  to  his  father, 
Alexander  Lynch,  then  at  work  in  the  boiling-house,  and  stated,  in  my  presence,  that  he 
had  caught  him  stealing  i^in,  and  the  last  time  he  complained  to  his  rather  no  notice  was 
taken  of  it;  that  if  his  father  did  not  correct  the.boy  then,  he  would  have  him  taken  before  a 
special  magistrate,  whereupon  the  lather  unhesitatingly  said,  '^  Busha,  leave  him  to  me,  and 
I  will  punish  him ;"  the  punishment  took  place  by  the  father's  own  hands ;  Mr.  Mallett 
scarcely  ever  interfered  or  even  spoke,  that  I  heard ;  but  the  opinion  I  had  at  the  time  was,, 
that  he  had  better  not  have  been  present,  and  I  am  pretty  sure  had  he  gone  away  after  the 
father  spoke  as  above,  no  blame  would  ever  have  attached  to  him,  for  the  father  at  the 
time  never  said  the  punishment  was  wrong.  I  was  not  questioned  respecting  the  foregoing 
when  before  the  late  Court  of  Inquiry  at  Brown's  Town,  or  would  have  given  similar  testi- 
mony as  this,  and  which  is  the  same  as  that  already  given  on  oath  in  July,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

So  help  me  God. 

(signed)        John  Moore., 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  October  1837. 

(signed)        Edward  Tucker. 


End.  i8,  in  No.  50.  Enclosure  18,  in  No.  50. 

Cases  of  Old  George,  of  Southampton,  and  Robert  Ferguson. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brown^s  Town  respecting  the  death  of  an  old  Watohman  belonging  to 
Southainpion  jftw,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann. 

Thursday,  21  September  1837. 

Mr.  Charles  Stracfian,  proprietor  of  Southampton;  sworn. 

I  KNEW  old  George,  the  watchman ;  I  don't  think  that  I  have  seen  him  a  half  dozen  times* 
I  purchased  Southampton,  but  only  went  to  Uve  there  in  April  last ;  I  purchased  it  in  November 

and 
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and  visited  it  occasionally;  it  was  only  in  April  that  I  took  up  my  residence  there.    Old        JAMAICA. 

George  was  quite  aged  and  weak ;  he  was  a  watchman  to  the  property,  and  must  have  been  

between  70  and  80  years  of  age ;  he  lived  in  his  hut  not  far  from  the  house,  near  the  gate. 
I  do  not  know  by  what  means  he  was  supported ;  I  don't  know  whether  he  had  any  chil- 
dren on  the  property ;  I  made  no  memorandum  of  his  death  ;  I  can't  remember  what  time  it 
was ;  I  never  heard  that  he  was  ill  till  I  was  informed  of  his  death ;  I  then  gave  some 
clothes  to  bury  him  in ;  I  don't  know  whether  any  medical  gentleman  saw  him ;  no  inquest 
was  held  on  the  body ;  on  one  occasion  he  came  to  the  house,  and  I  gave  him  some  rum ; 
but  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of  feeding  him. 

Robert  Grant,  an  Apprentice  on  Southampton ;  sworn. 

I  remember  when  old  George  died  at  Southampton;  he  died  about  two  months  ago  in  the 
^prentice  yard  ;  he  lived  in  a liut^by  the  road  side,  near  the  gate,  about  a  quaiter  of  a  mile 
from  the  'prentice  yard  ;  he  was  moved  to  the  yard  before  the  breath  was  out  of  his  body ; 
he  was  dymg  when  he  was  carried  up ;  he  died  about  a  half  an  hour  after  his  removal ;  he 
was  not  a  sickly  man,  but  he  was  very  old ;  up  to  the /last  he  was  able  to  feed  himself  from 
his  provision  ground ;  but  for  the  two  months  before  his  death  he  was  not  able  to  go  there 
from  wesJiness,  nor  was  he  able  to  do  anything  for  himself;  he  was  not  assisted  at  all  by  the 
people  from  the  house,  but  when  the  apprentices  saw  him  getting  so  weak,  some  would 
carry  him  a  cocoa  and  plantain,  or  anytnine  to  help  him  out ;  although  so  weak,  I  don't 
think  he  would  have  died  so  soon  if  he  had  oeen  better  fed  and  cared  for ;  he  was  never  in 
the  hospital ;  I  don't  know  whether  the  doctor  ever  saw  him ;  he  lived  in  a  very  bad  hut ; 
the  rain  could  come  in  both  from  the  top  and  sides  ;  sometimes  the  old  man  would  be  per- 
haps two  days  without  receiving  anything  to  eat ;  the  apprentices  did  not  visit  him  regularly. 
One  day  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jonnson  was  passing  by  and  saw  the  old  man  laying  about 

Suite  sick,  and  not  able  to  move ;  he  told  us,  and  I  then  called  a  few  people,  and  went 
own  and  removed  him  to  the  'prentice  yard ;  he  died  about  a  half  hour  after  he  was 
tak^i  up ;  at  the  time  of  his  death  his  feet  were  quite  sore  from  chegoes,  and  from  being 
burnt  by  being  too  near  the  fire  ;  no  inquest  was  held  on  the  body,  nor  did  any  doctor  see 
it ;  I  told  master  of  the  old  man's  death,  but  he  did  %ot  see  him. 

Francis  Johjisan,  a  free  man,  formerly  an  Apprentice  of  Southampton ;  sworn. 
I  saw  old  George  about  the  6th  May ;  I  saw  him  on  the  evening  of  his  death ;  he 
was  laying  down  with  his  feet  in  the  ashes,  where  he  used  to  make  his  nre ;  the  ashes  were 
cold ;  he  was  scarcely  covered,  having  on  nothing  but  a  few  pieces  of  pennistones  round  his 
waist;  his  feet  were  filled  with  maggots;  I  told  Robert  Grant  the  state  he  was  in,  and  he 
went  with  some  men  and  removed^him  to  the  'prentice  yard,  where  he  died  about  a  half 
hour  afterwards.  Mr.  Strachan  told  me  to  make  a  coffin,  and  said  that  he  would  have 
g^ven  him  some  clothes  had  he  lived,  **  but  that  he  must  now  get  some  when  he  gets  over  the 
river  Jordan."  No  doctor,  to  my  knowledge,  ever  visited  him,  nor  do  I  know  whether  my 
master  gave  him  any  feeding.  The  hut  he  lived  in  was  in  a  veiy  bad  state  indeed  ;  I  can't 
say  anything  as  to  the  feeding  he  got ;  the  hut  he  lived  in  was  not  in  a  state  to  keep  out  the 
water  when  it  rained  ;  the  thatch  was  all  broken ;  there  was  only  one  apartment  in  it. 

William  Newby,  a  Watchman  to  Alexandria  Estate,  not  sworn,  as  he  did  not  appear  to  have 
any  knowledge  of  Christianity :  he  said  that  he  had  been  christened  by  the  Rev.  Mr* 
Lipscombe,  who,  however,  did  not  give  him  any  instruction,  in  consequence  of  his  being  a 
Guinea  Negro. 

I  knew  old  George,  and  I  used  to  carry  wood  and  water  for  him.  When  he  was  gettii^ 
very  low  I  told  Massa  Strachan  and  his  lady  about  it,  and  said  to  them  that  they  must  ^ve 
him  some  physic ;  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Strachan  send  him  either  any  victuals  or  physic.  The 
next  time,  saw  the  old  man  getting  quite  low ;  he  could  not  raise  himself;  and  I  went  again 
to  the  house,  and  told  them  how  bad  he  was,  and  I  told  the  people  at  the  Negro  houses ; 
before  I  came  back  again  from  the  house  he  was  dead.  If  even  he  had  anything  to  eat, 
unless  he  got  somebody  to  cook  it  for  him,  it  was  of  no  use,  as  he  could  not  cook  it  himself  f 
I  used  to  go  to  the  Negro  houses  and  get  something  for  him,  and  cook  it  myself,  and  then  he 
used  to  eat  it  well.  Hungry  belly  for  one  helped  to  kill  him,  as  he  could  not  get  anything 
to  eat  up  to  the  last,  and  could  not  help  himself;  I  never  saw  any  doctor  call  to  see  him  ; 
bis  hut  was  bad ;  one  side  was  good,  and  one  side  was  bad,  and  when  the  rain  came  it  used 
to  catch  him.  All  his  feet  were  burnt  up  with  the  fire  ;  they  were  all  blistered  up ;  I  did 
not  see  any  chegoes  or  maggots  in  the  foot ;  he  had  scarcely  any  clothes  on ;  he  had  only 
one  broken  frock  on. 

Tuesday,  26  September  1B37. 
Mr.  John  Cover,  a  Master  Carpenter ;  sworn. 

I  knew  old  George  upwards  of  16  years;  I  should  think  that  he  was  from  85  to  90  years- 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  he  was  in  a  bad  state  for  the  last  15  months ;  I  saw  him 
about  a  half  hour  before  his  death;  he  was  in  a  very  miserable  situation;  I  had  seen  him 
about  two  or  three  days  before  that ;  he  was  completely  deaf,  and  could  not  see  at  any  dis- 
tance ;  I  asked  him  how  he  was ;  he  replied,  that  he  was  quite  bad.  As  I  saw  nothmg  in 
the  hut  for  him  to  eat,  1  went  home  and  returned  with  a  few  cocoas,  herrings,  and  a  little 
sn^  and  water.  A  boy  from  the  farm  was  passing,  and  I  got  him  to  peel  the  cocoas  and 
boil  them  for  the  old  man.  At  the  time  of  my  return  I  found  that  somebody  had  been  with 
him  during  my  absence,  and  had  left  the  cocoas  for  him ;  but  he  was  so  enfeebled  that  he 
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JAMAICA.       could  not  have  dressed  them  himself;  he  was  in  the  same  state  for  a  week  previoasly.     I 

went  to  Brown's  Town,  and  returned  again  An  the  evening ;  he  was  sleeping ;  he  had  some 

of  the  food  by  him,  which  he  had  left.  When  I  was  returning  from  Brown's  Town  1  asked 
the  watchman  at  Alexandria  how  he  was ;  he  replied,  **  He  is  quite  low,  massa/'  He  then 
went  to  the  hut  with  me,  held  my  horse  and  Mr.  Burford's,  who  was  with  me,  and  I  went 
into  the  hut  to  see  him ;  he  was  laying  on  his  back,  with  his  legs  contracted,  and  appeared 
very  low ;  I  spoke  to  him,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  hear  me ;  I  went  out,  and  told  the  watch- 
man that  he  had  better  go  and  tell  Mr.  Strachan,  or  somebody  on  the  property,  the  state  the 
old  man  was  in ;  I  then  went  home,  and  the  next  morning  I  beard  of  nis  death ;  I  did  not 
observe  any  maggots  about  his  legs  ;  when  I  saw  him  it  was  about  sun-down,  and  I  did  not 
look  particularly  at  them.  About  15  months  ago  he  received  a  chop  on  his  hand  from  a 
person  at  Southampton,  as  I  have  heard ;  and  information  was  given  to  me  by  my  own 
watchman  of  the  state  he  was  in.  Mrs.  Cover  and  myself  went  to  see  him,  aiid,  ou  oiir 
return  home,  Mrs.  Cover  boiled  a  poultice  for  him,  which  was  sent  by  one  of  our  servants, 
and  we  sent  him  something  to  eat  for  eight  or  nine  days ;  at  all  events,  until  he  was  out  of 
danger.  He  was  in  a  dreadful  condition,  and  I  consider  that  he  has  been  falling  off  ever 
since.  Before  he  received  that  wound  he  used  to  work  his  ground,  but  he  has  not  been 
able  to  do  so  since.  The  hut  he  lived  in  has  been  a  very  good  one ;  I  have  not  examined 
it  so  particularly  as  to  be  able  to  say  whether  the  rain  could  get  in  or  not.  I  should  think 
that  I  must  have  observed  it  had  his  legs  and  feet  been  burnt  by  the  fire ;  I  understand  that 
he  has  had  osnaburgh  this  year,  but  that  it  was  not  made  up.  After  his  death  a  boy  came 
to  me  and  stated,  that  no  assistance  could  be  procured ;  and  Mrs.  Cover  made  a  tshrottd 
and  cap,  and  sent  them  for  him.  Previously  to  his  receiving  the  cut  on  his  band  he  was  a 
very  healthy  man  for  his  age.  He  could  not  have  been  in  want  of  food  for  a  week  previously 
to  his  death.  Knowing  his  habits,  I  think  that  he  would  have  preferred  remaining  in  his  hut 
than  going  to  the  hospital.  Had  he  belonged  to  me,  although  I  do  not  consider  that  any 
attention  could  have  kept  him  aUve  much  longer,  I  should  have  taken  him  to  my  house,  and 
had  proper  attention  paid  to  him ;  and,  in  fact,  I  would  have  done  so  at  the  time  he  was  fco 
bad  nad  Mr.  Strachan,  his  master,  not  been  at  Southampton  himself.  The  servant  who 
dressed  his  arm  is  named  Lucinda,  and  she  stated  to  me  that,  on  dressing  it,  she  fooAd 
maggots  inside ;  she  dressed  the  arm  after  he  had  received  the  wound  some  days ;  it  had 
not  been  dressed  before  then.  The  watchman  at  Alexandria  was  very  attentive  to  the  old 
man. 

The  Court. — Mr.  Cover,  we  cannot  allow  this  opportunity  to  escape  without  assuring  you 
how  pleased  we  are  with  your  conduct  towards  the  unfortunate  old  man,  about  whom  you 
have  just  given  your  evidence.  Your  kind  attention  and  humanity  entitle  you  to  the  respect 
of  every  man  of  feeling. 

Miss  Ann  Dodd,  an  inmate  of  Southampton  House;  sworn. 

I  knew  old  Geoi^e ;  I  had  been  at  Trelawny,  and  did  not  see  him  for  a  week  before  his 
death ;  when  I  returned  home  the  doctor-woman  came  up  to  me  on  the  Tuesday  morning 
before  his  death,  which  happened  on  Friday,  and  said  that  Old  George  was  quite  sick ;  I 
replied,  *'  I  hope  you  have  not  allowed  him  to  want  for  water ;"  I  then  gave  her  a  pint  each 
of  corn-flour,  sugar,  and  rum  to  take  to  him ;  I  told  her  that  as  Mr.  Strachan  was  sick  at 
Beverly,  she  must  take  all  the  care  she  could  of  the  old  man.  On  Wednesday  the  doctor- 
woman  returned,  and  said  she  had  taken  care  of  him,  and  that  he  wanted  some  soup;  I 
gave  her  some  meat  to  assist  with  some  cocoas  which  Mrs.  Cover  had  sent,  and,  after  boil- 
ing the  soup,  the  doctor-woman  carried  it.  Mr.  Strachan  came. home  about  ten  o'clock,  and 
I  told  him  what  I  had  done ;  he  replied,  "  That  is  right ;  it  is  what  I  always  tdl  you  to 
do  to  any  poor  thing."  On  Friday  morning  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gallimore  came  to  siy 
that  George  was  very  poorly ;  Mr.  Strachan  asked  if  he  had  any  family  on  the  property ;  the  man 
said  "  Yes."  Mr.  btrachan  then  said,  "  You  had  better  get  them  to  go  and  take  him  to  thuir 
house."  He  went  away,  and  came  back  in  the  evening,  telling  Mr.  Strachan  that  none  of  the 
people  would  take  the  man  up  to  their  house  ;  I  then  told  him  to  go  to  the  head  constaUe, 
and  desire  him  to  get  the  people  to  do  so.  On  Saturday  morning  Gallimore  brought  news 
of  the  man's  death;  Mr.  Strachan  gave  a  suit  of  clothes  and  a  bottle  of  rum  to  assist  in 
burying  him ;  Mr.  Strachan  stops  seldom  at  Southampton,  but  goes  to  Kinloss,  and  confes 
home  every  two  weeks.  In  his  absence  the  old  man  used  to  come  and  see  me  at  the  house, 
and  I  always  gave  him  plenty  to  eat ;  when  he  was  going  away  I  would  call  the  cook,  and 
give  him  a  few  herrings,  a  little  rum,  and  a  little  sugar.  One  day  the  watchman  at  Alex- 
andria came  and  said  that  Mr.  Strachan  was  passing  by,  and  the  old  man  begged  him  for 
something  salt,  and  that  Mr.  Strachan  said  I  must  send  something  for  him ;  I  gave  him  a  pint 
each  of  rum,  sugar  and  corn-flour,  and  a  half  dozen  of  herrings ;  I  afterwards  sent  nim 
some  herrings,  a  pint  of  corn-flour,  and  a  pint  of  sugar,  by  a  little  boy,  whose  name  I  don't 
know.  The  cook  can  tell  that  all  these  were  sent  some  time  before  old  Geoi^  grot  sick ; 
I  went  one  evening  myself  to  see  him  about  a  month  before  his  death  ;  he  was  then  very 
lively;  I  gave  him  a  fivepenny,  and,  on  my  return  home,  sent  some  rum  and  water 
for  him  ;  the  doctor-woman  was  with  him  four  days  before  his  death;  I  ordered  her  to  stop 
in  the  hut  with  him,  but  she  went  backwards  and  forwards. 

Mr.  Strachan  here  mentioned  that  he  heard  yesterday,  from  Mr.  Cover,  that  some  one 
had  mentioned  to  him  that  the  people  at  Southampton  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
old  George,  because  he  would  not  join  the  Baptists.  This  gentleman  then  made  an  aliasion 
to  improper  advice  being  given  to  the  apprentices  by  the  ministers  of  the  Baptist  church. 

The 
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The  Court. -^Mt.  Strachan^  as  you  have  made  an  allusion  to  a  very  respectable  religious       JAMAICA- 
body,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  assure  you,  that  if  you  consult  your  own  interests,  you  will  — 

encourage  your  people  to  attend  all  places  where  they  can  receive  relirious  instruction ;  we 
would  advise  you  to  get  rid  of  your  improper  prejudices  and  learn  to  think  charitably  of  all 
persons. 

Miss  Mary  Strachan ;  sworn. 

The  first  week  we  came  from  Trelawny  papa  went  on  the  next  Saturday  to  Beverly.  On 
that  same  day  the  Beverly  people  came  and  told  me  that  he  was  very  sick ;  during  the  first 
week  I  was  at  Southampton  I  was  a  stranger  and  did  not  know  any  of  the  people ;  the 
old  man  came  up  to  the  house;  a  house  servant  told  me  to  give  him  something,  as  he 
belonged  to  my  father.  Whenever  papa  viras  at  home  and  the  old  man  came  up  to  the 
house  he  always  got  something.  The  morning  that  I  speak  of,  when  I  saw  him  at  the 
house,  I  gave  nim  a  pint  of  flour,  a  couple  of  herrings,  and  a  drink ;  the  next  day  I  went  to 
Beverly. 

Jane  Elixabeth  Gilchrist,  an  Apprentice  to  Southampton ;  sworn. 

All  I  know  of  old  George  is,  that  I  was  passing  by  the  yard  and  heard  him  talking  to 
master,  who  did  not  understand  him.  I  told  master  that  he  was  begging  for  a  little  salt, 
and  master  gave  him  six  herrings,  and  nothing  else.  I  can't  say  what  time  this  was  before 
his  death.  I  was  at  Southampton  when  he  died.  Two  men  brought  news  that  he  was 
dying ;  but  I  was  not  in  the  house  to  hear  what  orders  were  given,  nor  do  I  know  who 
carried  the  old  man  from  the  hut  I  was  at  the  house  one  day  with  Miss  Strachan.  George 
came  up,  and  she  asked  what  he  wanted.  I  told  her  that  he  belonged  to  master,  who  gene* 
rally  gave  him  something.  I  saw  a  little  girl  carry  some  rum  and  water  to  him,  but  I  can't 
tell  if  anything  else  was  given  to  him.  I  am  one  of  the  Southampton  people,  and  did  not 
come  from  Trelawny.  Some  of  the  children  of  old  George's  shipmates  are  on  tlie  property, 
and  I  beUeve  that  they  used  to  assist  him  by  giving  him  something  to  eat.  1  am  a  follower 
of  the  Baptist  church,  and  never  heard  that  old  George  was  neglected  by  the  people  because 
he  was  not  a  Baptist.  I  am  sure  that  they  would  not  neglect  him  on  that  account ;  for  we 
are  not  taught  at  our  places  of  worship  they  neglect  people  because  they  are  not  Baptists. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Strachan,  Jane  Gilchrist  said,  I  saw  Miss  Mary  open  the 
store-door  the  day  that  old  George  came  up ;  but  as  I  remained  in  the  house,  I  can't  say 
whether  she  gave  nim  anything ;  I  did  not  see  it. 

Diana  Taylor,  an  Apprentice  to  Southampton ;  sworn. 

I  knew  old  George,  and  I  have  seen  him  come  into  the  yard  sometimes  before  he  got  sick ; 
and  on  two  occasions  mistress  gave  him  some  herrings  and  corn-meal.  She  gave  him  corn- 
meal  and  herrings  the  first  time,  and  herrinjgs  only  the  second  time.  When  he  was  auite 
sick  he  sent  up  to  the  yard,  and  I  saw  mistress  give  some  sugar  and  corn-meal  for  him. 
I  can't  tell  whether  she  sent  any  meat ;  she  sent  some  rum.  I  don't  know  who  it  was  that 
removed  him  from  the  hut.  I  had  a  conversation  once  with  the  Alexandria  watchman,  and 
I  said  to  him,  *'  Old  man,  as  I  saw  you  go  up  to  missis,  what  did  she  give  you  for  old 
Geoige  V  He  said,  ^*  I  boug^ht  some  flour  from  her,  and  I  begged  her  for  a  little  rum  for 
him,  which  she  gave  me.''  He  said  he  paid  her  a  fivepenny  for  the  flour,  and  the  rum  he 
got  was  about  a  pint,  which  he  carried  down. 

Eleanor  Angwin,  a  very  old  woman,  an  Apprentice  on  Southampton;  sworn. 

.  I  knew  old  Geoi^e,  and  saw  him  when  he  was  getting  quite  low.  My  owner  sent  me  to 
him.  I  saw  him  two  or  three  times,  and  carried  water  and  a  little  nourishment  for  him. 
He  did  not  stop  a  week  before  he  died.  The  nourishment  I  carried  was  soup;  when  I 
earned  it  he  drank  it.  I  also  carried  some  corn-meal  for  him.  After  drinking  the  soup,  he 
said,  '^  Tell  mistress  I  thank  her ;  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  I  should  have  died."  One  of  his 
feet  had  sores  ;  he  told  me  that  fire  had  burnt  it.  He  also  said  that  if  mistress  did  not  send 
anything,  he  was  sure  to  get  it  from  Mr.  Cover.  The  hut  he  lived  in  was  dry,  and  he  laid 
on  a  mat.  He  had  on  an  old  frock.  The  people  on  the  property  did  not  have  any  spite 
against  him.  When  they  were  at  home  he  used  to  come  to  the  rf  egro  houses  and  beg  a  little 
something ;  and  they  never  allowed  him  to  go  away  without  giving,  if  it  was  ever  so  little. 

Wednesday,  27  September  1837. 
The  Rev.  John  Hunby,  Wesleyan  Minister;  sworn. 

I  passed  by  on  the  29th  of  April,  and  I  saw  the  old  man  named  Geoi^  about  a  fortnight 
before  his  d^th;  he  was  in  a  state  of  complete  nakedness,  and  was  worn  down  to  a 
skeleton.  He  was  lying  on  the  ground,  ana  was  unable  to  raise  his  head,  which  was 
resting  upon  a  stone.  I  asked  him  what  he  had  to  live  upon,  and  how  he  was  supported  ? 
He  told  me  that  when  able  to  work  he  had  gone  up  to  the  houses,  and  the  mistress  had 
given  him  a  little  water;  he  did  not  mention  having  received  anything  else.  He  informed 
me  that  the  people  going  bv  would  sometimes  give  him  something;  but  that  lately,  in 
consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  he  had  not  received  anything.  I  observed  a  cala- 
bash, with  a  little  sugar  in  it,  by  his  side.  As  I  saw  a  young  man  coming  by  who  belonged 
to  the  property,  I  requested  him  to  speak  to  the  master  about  him.  I  gave  a  tenpenny  for 
his  immediate  reUef,  and  left.      He  was  lying  outside  of  the  hut  when  I  saw  him,  and 
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JAMAICA.       appeared  to  be  upwards  of  70  years  of  age.     His  feet  appeared  in  a  very  bad  state,  but 
_  I  cannot  say  whetner  there  were  any  sores.    The  hut  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  very  much 

dilapidated. 

Thursday,  28  September  1837. 
Dr.  Wilson ;  sworn. 

I  am  practising  for  Southampton.  I  have  seen  an  old  man,  who  was  living  near  the  gate. 
I  don't  know  his  name,  nor  do  I  recollect  the  last  time  I  saw  him.  He  has  often  asked  me 
for  a  fivepenny,  but  never  applied  for  medical  assistance.  1  observed  that  he  was  an  old 
man,  and  incapable  of  doing  any  work.  I  never  examined  his  legs'.  I  generally  pass,  once 
a  week,  through  Southampton-gate,  near  the  hut  where  the  old  man  lived.  On  some 
properties  the  rooms  are  divided  m  the  hospital ;  I  should  say  in  the  greater  number.  On 
some  estates  one  room  is  used  in  conmion  for  men  and  women.  On  other  properties,  again, 
the  sick  people  are  allowed  to  go  to  their  own  houses.  I  most  willingly  attend,  in  every 
respect,  to  the  free  children  who  are  brought  to  me.  I  never  attend  expresses  from  the 
overseer  for  the  free  children ;  and  I  have  never  been  prevented  receiving  from  the  property 
as  much  medicine  as  has  been  required  for  the  uses  of  such  children ;  even  wine  has  been 
granted  for  them.  This  attention  is  evinced  indiscriminately;  but  notwithstanding  my 
readiness  to  act  thus,  in  some  places  the  mothers  will  not  bring  them  to  me  until  the  last 
moment,  by  which  course  of  conduct  a  great  many  deaths  occur  among  the  children.  In 
some  cases  the  overseer  expects  a  return  of  labour  from  the  mothers  who  are  favoured  as  I 
have  described  ;  but  I  do  not  receive  any  pecuniary  compensation  whatever  for  my  services, 
nor  does  the  property.  The  births  are  more  numerous  now  than  they  used  to  be  before  the 
apprenticeship,  and  the  mortaUty  less  among  the  adults.  I  think,  however,  that  fewer 
children  are  reared  now,  in  proportion  to  the  number  bom,  than  under  the  old  system. 

I  never  saw  but  one  person  who  had  returned  after  being  sent  to  the  treadmill;  she 
appeared  in  perfect  health,  but  went  to  the  hospital  for  rest,  I  believe.  She  asked  for  physic. 
Sne  never  complained  of  her  shin  being  cut.  I  never  saw  the  treadmill  at  work  at  St.  Ana's 
Bay. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Brown's  2'own,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann^  in  the  case  of  a  blind  man,  named 
Robert  Fergtisony  an  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Charles  Strachan,  of  Southampton. 

Thursday,  21  September  1837. 

Mr.  CJutrles  Strachan^  Proprietor  of  Southampton ;  sworn. 

I  have  a  blind  man  on  Southampton,  named  Robert  Ferguson ;  he  is  apparently  blind, 
but  he  walks  about  considerable  distances  from  home  without  any  guide.  A  few  days  ago 
he  came  up  to  the  house  after  I  had  broken  in  com,  and  I  gave  him  some.     He  has  a 

§  round,  but  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  able  to  cultivate  it ;  his  strength  is  sufficient,  but  I 
o  not  know  whether  he  can  see  well  enough  to  work  it.  I  have  45  people  on  the  property, 
but  I  never  inquire  about  their  grounds,  i  have  often  met  Robert  Ferguson  walking  about 
the  pastures  very  cleanly  dressed.  I  don't  recollect  that  he  ever  made  any  application  to 
me  for  support.  I  undei*stand  that  he  went,  some  time  ago,  to  complain  to  the  Governor,  but 
I  do  not  know  what  he  complained  about.  The  special  magistrate  of  the  district,  Captain 
T.  a.  Dillon,  never  spoke  to  me  about  him.  There  is  a  very  good  hospital  at  Southampton, 
but  it  has  only  one  room  in  it ;  men  and  women  are  put  m  together,  and  it  is  sometimes 
locked  up  dunng  the  day,  but  not  often.  I  was  thinking  of  dividing  the  place  by  putting  a 
partition  up. 

The  Court. — ^We  recommend  you  to  do  so  immediately,  for  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  in- 
discriminate mixing  of  the  sexes  is  extremely  improper.  The  female  apprentices  are  now 
aware  of  that  decency  of  conduct  which  they  ought  to  preserve  in  their  characters  as 
•wives. 

Saturday,  22  September  1837. 

Robert  Ferguson^  apparently  about  40  years  of  age ;  a  blind  man,  and  an  Apprentice  on 

Southampton;  sworn. 

I  have  been  blind  more  than  12  years ;  my  late  master,  Mr.  Angwin,  used  sometimes  to 
give  me  food,  and  gave  me  my  mother  to  take  care  of  me ;  Mr.  Strachan  never  gives  me  a  bit 
of  anything  except  six  canes  last  Friday.  Mr.  Parry  bought  Southampton  since  the  appren- 
ticeship, and  he  took  away  my  mother,  and  gave  me  nothmg  to  eat.  Mr.  Strachan  has  had 
Southampton  about  10  months  ;  I  have  often  asked  him  for  food  both  at  breakfast  and  din- 
ner time,  but  he  always  tells  me  that  he  has  nothing  to  give ;  I  sit  by  the  road  side,  and  when 
any  of  my  Christian  ramily  cive  me  anything  I  stop  there,  but  when  they  don't  I  go  else- 
where ;  in  fact,  gentlemen,  1  am  a  beggar.  When  this  new  Governor  came  round  some 
time  ago  to  review  the  St.  Ann's  miUtia,  he  stopped  at  Greenwich  Park,  and  I  went  there 
to  tell  my  case,  and  complain  to  him  ;  I  know  his  name  very  well,  his  name  is  Sir  Lionel 
Smith.  The  Governor  asked  who  my  master  was,  and  whether  I  had  ever  been  to  a  magis- 
trate ?  1  told  him  that  I  had  been  to  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon,  who  asked  me  what  I  wanted, 
and  whether  I  wanted  him  to  help  me  ;  that  I  told  Captain  Dillon,  '^  No,  I  come  to  you  to 
do  justice,  and  you  ought  to  do  justice  to  the  poor  as  well  as  to  the  rich ;"  that  CJaptain 
Dillon  then  said,  "  he  would  see  Mr.  Sti-achan,  and  speak  to  hitn."    I  then  told  Governor 
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that  after  Captain  Dillon  said  he  would  see  Mr.  Strachan,  and  I  never  heard  anything  more         JAMAICA, 
about  it ;  that  I  was  obliged  to  come  and  appeal  to  massa  Governor  himself  (this  was  in  ._ 

the  last  week  of  April).  Sir  Lionel  Smith  then  said,  "  What's  your  name  ?"  I  said  Robert 
Ferguson.  The  Governor  then  called  to  Mr.  Parke,  the  custos  and  the  master  of  Green- 
wich Park,  and  said,  "  Mr.  Parke,  set  down  Robert  Ferguson,  and  see  that  he  is  well  fed 
and  gets  clothes."  I  then  went  to  the  bay  and  kept  on  going  to  the  court-house,  but  I  never  , 
could  find  out  where  this  feeding  and  clothing  was  to  come  from.  Sometimes  I  used  to  go 
home  and  stop  for  two  or  three  weeks ;  then  I  would  go  to  the  bay  and  stop  there  two  or 
three  weeks ;  at  last  Mr.  Parke  came  to  his  house  in  the  race  week ;  this  was  about  two 
months  after  I  spoke  to  the  Governor.  I  went  to  him,  and  he  said,  "  Well,  what's  the 
matter?"  I  told  him  what  I  came  about ;  Mr.  Parke  then  said,  "  Since  the  Governor  was 
here  it  is  near  three  months,  and  you  never  go  back  to  Southampton ;  I  have  a  great  mind 
to  put  you  in  the  workhouse ;"  I  don't  know  whether  any  gentleman  was  by.  I  said  to 
Mr.  Parke,  "  Master,  I  don't  commit  anything  to  be  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  I  am  not  a 
runaway,  and,  even  if  I  was  at  home,  1  could  not  do  anything."  The  custos  then  said 
"  You  must  go  to  Mr.  Strachan ;"  I  replied  there  is  no  use.  Sir,  Mr.  Strachan  is  njt  going 
to  give  me  anything,  unless  you  give  me  a  paper  to  him.  The  custos  then  said,  "  If  I  give 
you  any  paper  it  will  be  to  send  you  to  the  workhouse."     1  then  went  away,  as  I  could  not 

fet  anything  from  him.  When  I  used  to  go  to  the  bay  side  I  stopped  at  a  place  called 
lat  Point,  where  I  had  a  few  friends,  and  they  used  to  assist  me ;  I  have  not  any  better 
clothes  than  these  ragged  ones  which  I  have  on.  Mr.  Strachan  has  given  me  a  few  yards 
of  Osnaburgh ;  but  they  are  not  made  up.  I  remember  meeting  master  at  Southampton 
Pastures;  it  was  after  I  had  just  come  from  seeing  the  Governor,  and  I  had  on  a  clean 
shirt  and  this  pair  of  corduroy  trousers,  which  were  then  quite  new.  As  I  was  so  clean 
people  would  not  think  that  1  was  a  beggar ;  but  I  am  a  beggar  though.  I  am  not  a  lazy 
negro ;  althourfi  I  am  blind,  there  are  many  things  that  1  could  do ;  if  master  would 
give  me  bark,  1  would  make  ropes  for  him  ;  I  could  even  clean  a  ground,  if  a  person  would 
carry  me  to  the  spot  that  I  was  to  clean ;  I  would  do  anything  I  could,  if  master  would 
feed  me. 

Robert  Grants  an  Apprentice  to  Southampton ;  sworn. 

I  know  Robert  Ferguson ;  he  is  q^uite  blind ;  I  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Strachan  ever 
gives  him  food,  but  the  negroes  assist  him  sometimes.  I  am  certain  that  Mr.  Strachan 
never  ^ves  him  any  food ;  he  might  have  given  him  some  corn,  but  I  don't  know  anything 
about  it.  I  remember  his  going  to  St.  Ann's  Bay;  he  stopped  away  about  two  weeks,  and 
came  back ;  Mr.  Augwin,  the  old  owner  of  Southampton,  used  to  help  Ferguson. 

The  Court  here  recommended  Mr.  Strachan  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  Robert  Ferguson, 
and  furnish  him  with  bark,  for  the  purpose  of  making  rope  lor  the  use  of  the  property. 
They  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Strachan  the  absolute  necessity  of  conforming  to  the  provisions  of 
the  AooUtion  Act,  by  giving  to  the  man  Ferguson  all  that  he  was  entitled  to  receive  as  an 
appi-entice  of  Southampton. 


Enclosure  19,  in  No.  60.  E^d.  19,  in  No.  50. 

Ann  M^Clay^s  Case,  an  Apprentice  to  Lillyfield. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Broum's  Town^  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann,  in  the  Case  of  Ann  M^Clay,  an 
Apprentice  to  Lillyjieldj  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Ann. 

Tuesday,  26  September  1837. 

Ann  M^Clay,  an  Apprentice  to  Lillyfield ;  sworn. 

Was  in  the  workhouse  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  and  danced  the  treadmill  four  days,  once  every 
day ;  had  eight  months  belly ;  was  delivered  of  a  child  six  weeks  after  she  came  home. 
She  was  so  large  that  every  body  could  see  it ;  was  sentenced  to  ten  days  in  the  workhouse 
and  treadmill,  but  only  danced  four  days,  as  the  boatswain  said  the  paper  said,  I  was  to 
dance  only  four  days.  Did  not  knock  my  legs  when  dancing  treadmill,  but  knocked  my 
stomach.  Went  to  work  with  the  rest  of  the  people.  Mr.  Rawlinson  was  the  magistrate 
who  sent  me  to  the  workhouse  ;  the  midwife  on  Lillyfield  is  named  Mary  Ann  Slater.  The 
child  I  was  delivered  of  is  now  living  and  healthy.  There  were  no  other  pregnant  women  in 
the  workhouse  when  I  was  there,  but  three  women  who  went  in  with  me  had  young  children 
at  the  breast.  Mr.  Rawlinson  did  not  allow  me  to  explain  my  case,  he  called  me  up  and 
said,  Mr.  Higginbotham,  the  busha,  said  I  had  been  impudent.  I  said.  No.  He  then  said  to 
Mr.  Higginbotham,  "  do  you  hear  what  ^he  says  ?"  Higginbotham  again  said  that  I  was 
impudent.  When  sent  to  the  workhouse  and  put  on  the  mill,  the  boatswain  said,  *'  Take 
care  and  don't  hack  yourself;  take  time."  The  first  day  1  was  on  the  mill  it  was  allowed 
to  go  slow  on  my  account.  The  second  time  Mr.  Drake  came  and  said  the  mill  is  not 
going  half  hard  enough.  The  boatswain  told  him  I  was  pregnant,  and  Mr.  Drake  said,  "it 
was  nothing  to  him,  the  busha  must  have  known  whether  I  was  so  or  not  before  he  seat 
me."  I  was  first  worked  on  Saturday.  On  Monday  Mr.  Drake  came  and  worked  the  mill 
himself.  I  did  not  tell  Mr.  Rawlinson  that  I  was  pregnant;  but  busha  knew  it.  The 
second  day  after  going  from  the  mill  i  was  sent  to  dig  cane-holes.  I  did  not  faint  on  the 
mill,  I  had  a  good  time  in  my  lying-in,  but  after  that  I  ^ot  the  pain  in  my  stomach  and 
bead,  and  my  mce  swelled,     I  am  certain  I  laid  in  six  weeKs  after  coming  from  the  work- 
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JAMAICA.       house.    Thomas  Henry  was  constable  at  that  time.    The  Southfield  and  LiUyfield  n^ces 
— .  work  together.     I  was  not  married  to  the  father  of  my  child^  I  was  Uving  with  him;  he  ig 

living  now.  A  special  magistrate,  who  was  living  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  came  to  the  workhouse 
one  day.  The  mill  was  not  about ;  he  did  not  come  near  enough  to  observe  me.  I  was  not 
put  in  the  hospital,  after  I  came  back  from  the  house  of  correction,  to  the  time  of  the  birth 
of  my  child.  Frances  Lawrence  was  sentenced  to  the  workhouse  with  myself;  she  had  not 
belly ;  she  was  a  strong  woman,  and  was  to  go  on  the  treadmill  the  same  number  of  times  as 
myself,  four  times.  She  complained  much  after  having  been  let  out  of  pain  in  the  stomach 
from  the  effects  of  the  treadmill. 

Doctor  Tucker;  sworn. 

Knows  last  witness ;  cannot  bring  to  mind  whether  she  was  pregnant  or  not  when  she 
was  sent  to  the  treadmill.  Does  not  know  when  she  was  sent  to  the  treadmill,  nor  did  not 
see  her  after  her  return.  Knows  the  Penshurst  hospital ;  it  was  a  carpenter's  shop ;  it  is 
not  regularly  floored ;  there  are  some  loose  boards  on  the  ground.  The  sick  people  generally 
stop  in  their  own  houses,  in  fact,  they  will  not  go  to  the  hospital ;  they  often  refuse  it;  it  is 
not  divided,  there  is  one  common  room  for  men  and  women;  cannot  say  whether  the  hospital 
is  locked  up  at  night ;  sees  the  sick  people  very  frequently  in  the  morning  coming  from  their 
own  houses.  There  is  no  regular  hospital  attendant;  when  the  people  are  sick  Miss  Senior 
generally  gives  them  medicme.  Does  not  remember  Amelia  liawrence.  Mr.  Senior  does 
not  keep  a  regular  hospital  book.  Attends  Dunbarton  estate ;  knows  Susan  White ;  recol- 
lects having  heard  that  she  had  been  on  the  treadmill ;  she  was  frequently  in  the  hospital ; 
does  not  remember  her  having  taken  any  quantity  of  calomel ;  remembers  having  seen  a  por* 
lion  of  her  jawbone  and  two  of  her  teeth  detached,  and  expressed  my  opinion  to  Mr. 
Mallett,  the  overseer,  that  she  had  been  undergoing  salivation.  She  denied  having  received 
any  injury.  I  asked  if  she  had  received  a  blow ;  she  said  "  no."  The  state  of  the  jaw  might 
have  been  the  effect  of  decayed  teeth,  or  from  some  improper  manner  of  extracting  them. 
The  teeth  may  have  been  extracted  by  a  doctor-man  at  Orange  Valley ;  they  have  proper 
instruments  there  for  the  purpose.  I  think  there  was  no  appearance  at  that  time  of  preg- 
nancy. She  told  me  afterwards  that  she  was  breeding  ;  did  not  hear  of  her  delivery  on  my 
visits  to  the  estate.  I  have  seen  some  of  Knapdale  people  returning  from  the  workhouse 
with  their  legs  bruised ;  does  not  know  whether  Elizabeth  Osbom  was  one  of  them. 

Mary  Ann  Slater y  Midwife  on  Lillyfield  ;  sworn. 

I  remember  Ann  M^Clay ;  when  she  returned  from  the  workhouse  I  deUvered  her.  I 
know  she  was  with  child  before  she  went  to  the  workhouse,  but  can't  say  what  time  she  was 
delivered  after  her  release.  The  overseer  knew  she  was  with  child.  I  did  not  tell,  but  he  must 
have  known  it,  for  her  belly  was  big ;  any  body  could  see  that  she  was  with  child  when  she 
was  sent  to  the  workhouse.  It  might  have  been  between  one  and  two  moons  that  she  was 
delivered  after  her  return ;  she  had  a  good  time,  and  gave  birth  to  a  noble  child.  I  have 
been  working  in  the  great  gang  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Man's  return  to  this  country  before 
Mulgrave  law,  until  Saturday,  when  I  was  put  in  the  second  gang.  I  am  obliged,  besides, 
to  attend  on  women  in  childbirth.  I  am  not  remunerated  either  by  my  master  or  any  of  the 
women,  except  one,  who  gave  me  a  gown  last  year,  at  Christmas.  I  am  expected  to  attend  to  them, 
either  in  my  own  or  estate  time,  by  my  master ;  but  if  I  remain  with  them  nine  days  I  am 

Faid  back  my  two  days  afterwards.     I  was  put  to  be  a  midwife  about  17  or  18  years  ago; 
receive,  however,  no  remuneration  now  for  my  time,  if  called  upon  during  the  night  or  my 
own  hours  in  the  week. 

Thomas  Henry ^  an  Apprentice  to  Southfield ;  sworn. 

I  remember  Ann  M^Clay  being  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  I  carried  her  there ;  she  was 
pregnant ;  I  knew  she  was  pregnant,  because  she  was  quite  big  and  would  not  move  briskly. 
I  remember  when  she  came  home ;  she  did  not  stand  two  months  before  she  was  delivered; 
Mr.  Rawlinson  was  the  magistrate  who  sent  her.  We  set  off  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
from  Lillyfield,  and  reached  St.  Ann's  workhouse  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  the  distance 
is  between  six  and  seven  miles.  I  carried  four  others  down,  some  of  whom  had  young 
children ;  three  had  children,  Sarah  Qallimore,  Eliza  Paisley,  and  Rebecca  Anderson ;  the  other 
woman  was  Frances  Lawrence.  They  were  all  taken  before  the  magistrate.  The  three  women 
had  their  children  with  them  when  they  were  tried.  Mr.  Higginbotham,  the  overseer,  carried 
them  before  him.  In  sending  them  to  the  workhouse,  Mr.  Higginbotham  desired  me  to  tie 
their  hands  back  with  rope ;  1  said  there  was  no  occasion ;  and  he  replied, "  If  they  get  away 
you  will  stand  to  it."  The  policeman  went  with  us  all  the  way.  Busha  knew  that  the  woman 
was  with  child ;  I  told  him  so ;  he  said  he  did  not  care  about  that.  This  was  after  the  sen- 
tence was  passed  and  the  magistrate  gone  away. 

Thursday,  28  September  1837. 

Frartcis  L.  James,  an  Apprentice  to  Southfield ;  sworn. 

I  remember  being  carried  by  Thomas  Henry  to  the  workhouse ;  other  women  were  with 
me;  Sarah  Gallimore,  with  a  young  child,  EHza  Paisley,  with  a  child,  and  Rebecca  Ander- 
son, with  a  child;  Ann  M 'Clay  also  went;  she  had  belly,  and  was  in  her  seventh  or  eighth 
month;  she  was  quite  big;    1  heard  her  tell  Mr.  Higginbotham  that  she  had  belly,  and 
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be  said  that  he  did  not  care  nothing  at  all  about  it ;  I  heard  her  tell  the  magistrate  that  she  had        JAMAICA. 

belly  the  day  she  was  tried;  the  magistrate  must  have  seen  it;  the  belly  did  not  hide  at  — 

all ;  it  was  quite  big.    I  think  she  went  to  the  treadmill  five  days ;  she  danced  it  one  time 

every  day;  1  saw  her  on  it;  I  was  on  it  myself  with  her;  she  danced  the  treadmill  quite 

well;  when  she  was  tired  she  cried  out,  and  said^  ^^I  am  quite  faint;"  Mr.  Drake  said^ 

*^  You  must  goon;  your  time  will  soon  be  up;  you  have  to  dance  20  minutes  altogether 

before  you  come  down."    When  her  time  was  out  she  came  down ;  but  she  did  not  appear 

fiaintish ;  when  I  was  on  the  mill  my  shins  were  cut  up  quite  bad  ;  so  bad  that  when  I  came 

home  I  was  obliged  to  lay  up  for  a  month ;  I  did  not  see  the  constable  strike  anybody  when 

on  the  mill.    The  women  were  locked  up  by  themselves  at  night ;  the  boatswains  open  the 

doers  to  let  us  out  in  the  morning ;  we  slept  with  the  chains  on  at  night,  and  our  feet  were 

placed  in  shackles ;  I  never  saw  the  boatswains  attempt  to  have  connexion  with  any  of  the 

women.    The  day  we  were  carried  to  the  workhouse  we  set  away  from  shell-blow  for  dinner, 

and  got  down  abiout  four  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  we  could  not  go  fast  in  consequence  of  the 

belly  woman,  Ann  M^Clay,  who  could  not  walk  fast ;  when  Ann  M'Clay  came  home  from  the 

workhouse  she  was  deUvered  some  time  after ;  but  I  can't  remember  what  time  after  she 

came  home. 

Sarah  GaUitnare,  was  christened  by  Parson  Bridges ;  sworn. 

I  remember  being  sent  to  the  workhouse  with  Eliza  Paisley,  Rebecca  Anderson,  Frances 
L.  James,  and  Ann  M*Clay ;  Ann  M'Clay  had  eight  months  belly,  she  told  me  so ;  she  was 

auite  big.  She  told  the  busha  that  she  was  with  child,  when  she  was  about  being  sent  to 
le  workhouse ;  she  also  told  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  so,  when  he  ordered  us  to  be 
sent  to  the  dark  room,  before  going  to  the  workhouse.  She  danced  the  mill  very  well,  but 
when  she  got  &int,  she  called  out,  and  the  overlooker  said,  ^'  Keep  on,  your  time  will  soon 
be  out;"  the  time  was  for  10  minutes;  she  remained  in  the  workhouse  10  days,  and  went 
every  day  on  the  mill ;  she  worked  every  day  with  the  gang  in  the  field.  It  was  not  long 
after  she  came  home  that  she  was  delivered,  it  might  have  been  about  two  months.  The  rest 
had  young  children,  except  Frances  James. 

Eliza  Paisley,  an  Apprentice  to  Southfield;  sworn. 

I  remember  being  carried  to  the  workhouse  by  Thomas  Henry.  I  was  carried  in  company 
with  Sarah  Gallimore,  Rebecca  Anderson,  Francis  James,  and  Ann  M'Clay.  Ann  M*Clay 
had  big  belly.  Frances  James  had  not  any  child,  but  the  other  women  and  myself  had 
young  children.  We  were  all  put  on  the  treadmill  together;  sometimes  when  the  mill  went 
on  fast  I  cut  my  shins,  whicn  used  to  be  smashed  up  when  I  finished  dancing.  Ann 
M'Clay  was  also  oruised ;  after  we  went  home,  Ann  M*Clay  was  delivered.  I  don't  remem- 
ber the  time  she  was  delivered. 

Rebecca  Anderson,  an  Apprentice  to  Southfield ;  sworn. 

I  remember  bemg  sent  to  the  workhouse  with  Sarah  Gallimore,  Eliza  Paisley,  Ann  M'Clay, 
and  Frances  James.  I  carried  my  child.  It  was  near  sun-down  when  we  got  to  St.  Ann's 
Bay.  We  started  out  of  the  dark  room  at  dinner-time.  Ann  M*Clay  was  quite  big.  She 
told  the  busha  that  she  had  belly,  and  he  said,  he  would  send  her  down  with  us.  I  don't 
know  if  she  told  Mr.  RawUnson.  Ann  M'Clay  danced  every  day  on  the  treadmill  with  us. 
The  treadmill  is  enough  to  disable  anybody ;  it  cut  my  shins,  and  when  I  went  home  was 
quite  sick.  When  Ann  M^Clay  came  off  she  was  quite  faintish,  and  obliged  to  sit  down  to 
catch  up  herself.  She  went  to  the  field  to  work  with  the  rest  of  the  gang,  with  a  chain 
round  her  neck.  I  do  not  know  when  she  was  delivered,  when  we  came  home,  as  I  was  sick 
at  Southfield,  and  she  was  at  Lillyfield.  We  could  not  get  pimento  enough,  while  picking,  to 
fill  the  task  barrel ;  it  wanted  but  a'  Uttle.  The  same  quantity  was  required  from  piccanini 
mothers  as  the  great  gang ;  and  because  we  did  not  complete  the  task  we  were  put  in  the 
dungeon,  and  kept  till  next  morning  breakfast  time  without  anything  to  eat  or  drink,  and  we 
were  put  in  our  wet  clothes,  the  day  being  wet.  They  then  carried  us  before  the  special 
magistrate,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who  sentenced  us  to  the  workhouse.  Did  not  hear  him  say  for 
how  many  days.  I  heard  him  say  we  should  be  sent  to  the  treadmill.  On  our  way  there, 
Thomas  Henry  allowed  us  to  stop  at  our  own  houses  to  take  something  to  carry  with  us  to 
eat,  and  get  dry  clothes.  No  allowance  was  made,  in  task  work,  to  those  piccanini  mothers 
who  were  obliged  to  walk  on  Mondays  firom  Southfield  to  Lillyfield. 


Enclosure  20,  in  No.  50.  End.  20.  in  No.  50. 

Eliza  Christie's  Case,  of  Cave  Valley. 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  on  the  subject  of  a  Coroner's  Inquest  held  on  the  body  of  a  Woman  named  EUza^ 

beth  Christie,  an  Apprentice  to  Cave  Valley  Estate,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Aon. 

Tuesday,  26  September  1837. 
Mr.  Joseph  Isaacs,  Merchant  at  Brown's  Town,  sworn. 
I    AM  in  charge  of  Castleton   plantation,   adjoining  Cave  Valley.    I  think  it  was  in 
November  1836  that  I  was  summoned  to  attend  an  inquest  at  Cave  Valley,  upon  a  woman 
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JAMAICA.        who  had  died  in  childbirth ;  I  do  not  recollect  her  name.    The   overseer,  Mr.  Arkinstall, 

*         on  the  assembling  of  the  inquest,  mentioned  to  the  jurors,  that  a  hue  and  cry  having  been 

raised  among  the  negroes  on  the  property,  from  an  idea  they  had  got  into  their  heads,  that 
the  M^oman  m  question  had  received  a  kick  from  one  of  the  book-keepers,  Mr.  Malcolm 
Dow,  he  was  anxious  to  have  a  full  inquiry  into  the  circumstances. 

It  was  stated  that  a  few  weeks  before  her  death,  the  woman  having  been  iit  that  time  in 
the  hospital,  the  overseer  required  the  hospital-door  to  be  locked  m  ihe  evening  at  the 
usual  time,  I  understood  seven  o'clock.  On  the  book-keener  going  to  the  hospital  for 
that  purpose,  this  woman  wanted  to  go  out ;  Mr.  Dow  snoved  her  back,  but  did  not 
kick  her. 

For  some  weeks  after  this,  the  woman,  it  appeared,  was  about  in  her  usual  health,  and 
only  the  day  before  her  death  was  observed  to  carry  home  on  her  head  a  large  basket  of 
provisions. 

The  midwife  of  Cave  Valley  proved  on  the  inquest,  that  she  was  called  too  late  to  be  of 
any  service  to  the  deceased. 

It  was  given  in  evidence  that  the  mother  of  the  deceased  attempted  to  deliver  her;  but, 
finding  that  she  could  not  accomplish  it,  called  the  midwife,  who  asked  the  mother  if  she 
had  seen  certain  appearances;  on  the  mother  replying  in  the  negative,  the  midwife  said, 
^*Then  I  have  been  called  too  late."  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was,  "  Died  in  childbirth, 
from  cause  or  causes  unknown."  The  jury  was  a  full  one,  and  sat  two  days  on  the  inquiry; 
I  believe  Mr.  Halsell,  of  Aboukir,  was  the  foreman ;  I  think  the  name  of  the  woman  was 
Eliza  Christie. 

Thursday,  28  September  1837. 

Caroline  Hall,  late  Doctor-woman  of  Cave  Valley,  now  a  Field-labourer  on  that  Estate; 

sworn. 

I  knew  Eliza  Christie ;  she  was  breeding,  and  came  into  the  hospital;  busha  wanted  to 
give  her  a  dose  of  tartar  emetic  when  she  came  in  ;  she  said,  ^*  No,"  that  she  was  breeding, 
and  could  not  take  it ;  she  remained  in  the  hospital  two  weeks,  which  was  locked  up  at 
nights,  by  busha's  orders,  as  the  people  could  not  go  into  the  field.  One  evening  Mr. 
Malcolm  Dow,  then  book-keeper,  came  in  to  lock  the  hospital ;  while  I  was  locking  the 
bottom  door,  I  heard  some  of  the  other  people,  who  were  in  the  same  room  with  JSliza 
Christie,  exclaim,  ''  You  see  Mr.  Dow  take  and  kick  Eliza  Christie  on  the  bottom  of  her 
belly."  I  heard  this,  but  did  not  see  Mr.  Dow  myself  kick  her  ;  when  I  locked  the  door 
I  went  home  to  my  house ;  on  arriving  there  I  heard  all  the  apprentices  hallooing,  and  on 
looking  I  saw  them  running  along,  some  of  them  saying  that  Eliza  Christie  was  dead; 
I  immediately  ran  up  mvself,  as  I  was  the  doctor-woman  to  the  hothouse,  and  found  a 
number  of  apprentices  there ;  the  busha  ordered  the  door  to  be  opened  and  I  went  in; 
I  baw  the  wench  lying  down  flat  on  her  back,  and  her  tongue  out  of  her  mouth ;  she  could 
not  speak,  nor  did  she  speak  until  the  morning ;  no  word  came  out  her  mouth  till  then. 
I  could  not  do  anything  myself,  as  I  did  not  know  what  to  do,  and  I  told  the  busha  that 
he  had  better  send  the  midwife,  Eleanor  Fisher,  which  he  did  ;  no  flooding  came  away  froHi 
her,  nor  any  discharge  whatever.  The  midwife  and  myself  stopped  jwith  her  all  night  until 
morning;  she  remained  lying  on  her  back  all  night  in  a  senseless  state,  and  when  she 
first  came  to  herself  she  opened  her  eyes  and  looked  about;  I  then  asked  her,  *'  What  is 
the  matter  with  you  ?"  she  replied,  •'  Mr.  Dow  kicked  me  on  my  belly  bottom."  This  was 
the  first  thing  she  said  when  she  came  to  herself;  this  expression  was  heard  by  the  mid- 
wife and  Robert  Morris,  who  was  locked  up  with  the  rest,  also  by  Fidelia. Walker.  When 
I  was  culled  at  the  inquest,  the  iurors  asked  me  no  Question  whatever  connected  with  what 
I  have  now  stated  respecting  tne  kick  she  receivea,  and  her  state  at  that  time;  all  that 
they  asked  me  was,  whether,  when  I  went  to  the  negro-houses  after  her  delivery,  I  found  her 
dead  ?  1  replied,  "  Yes,  she  was  dead,  and  cold  as  a  herring."  This  question  was  asked 
by  the  coroner,  who  did  not  ask  me  whether  the  woman  got  any  wound  in  the  hot- 
house ;  he  told  me  that  he  ,gave  me  the  oath  to  state  only  what  I  knew  about  the  woman 
at  the  negro-house  at  the  time  of  her  death ;  I  thought  that  the  oath  was  given  to  me  to 
state  all  I  knew  about  the  afiair  at  the  hothouse,  but  they  did  not  question  me  at  all  about 
that ;  she  got  the  kick  on  the  Saturday  afternoon,  but  I  do  not  remember  when  she  went 
out  of  the  hothouse.  Before  she  ^ot  the  kick  the  doctor  used  to  see  her  in  the  hothouse, 
and  she  complained  of  pains  in  the  back ;  he  told  her  she  must  take  a  cold  bath  every 
morning,  and  made  me  give  her  some  magnesia  occasionally.  Doctor  Tucker  came  to  t!ie 
hothouse  the  next  week  after  the  kick,  and  Eliza  Christie  did  not  tell  him  about  the  kick, 
although  she  used  to  complain  of  the  pain  from  it.  I  never  heard  the  busha  say,  I  must 
send  for  the  doctor  at  the  time  she  got  the  kick,  nor  did  busha's  housekeeper,  or  any- 
body else,  come  from  the  great  house  to  see  her.  I  think  she  was  delivered  about  two 
months  after  she  got  the  kick.  I  stopped  with  her  during  the  night  that  she  got  the  kick, 
and  through  the  next  day  ;  but  as  I  found  her  getting  better  at  night  I  went  away.  When 
busha  came  to  the  hothouse  the  night  she  got  the  kick,  and  saw  her  in  the  state  described, 
he  called  out,  '*  It  is  trick;"  he  came  to  the  hothouse  the  next  day  after  breakfast,  but 
did  not  see  anything;  he  never  asked  her  any  questions,  nor  did  he  inquire  of  anybody 
about  the  aflair.  Tiie  night  that  he  went  down  he  was  told  that  she  had  been  kicked  ; 
Robert  Morris  told  him,  when  busha  saw  her  the  night  she  was  lying  down  on  her  back, 
with  her  tongue  out  and  breathing  very  hard,  she  was  quite  heavy  with  child ;  I  was  not 
present  when  she  was  delivered;  after  her  delivery  I  beard  of  her  death,  as  she  died  just 
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asahe  delivered  hef  cbik}.      Mr.  Campbell  the  book-keeper,  and  myself^  went;  she  was        JAMAICA. 

deftd  and  quite  cotd.     The  child  was  not  a  healthy-looking  child  ;  it  appeared  to  be  a  

seveDHDonths'  child^  and  was  quke  droopy,  droopy  !  I  did  not  examine  the  chiLd  myself^ 
but  Margaret  Christie,  the  sister  of  the  woman,  said  that  it  had  a  mark  under  the  privates; 
it  was  she  that  suckled  the  child,  having  herself  an  infant  at  the  breast  at  the  time.  The 
night  that  the  woman  was  kicked,  I  did  not  examine  to  see  if  there  was  any  mark  or 
injury ;  but  the  midwife  took  the  handkerchief  off  my  head  and  tied  it  round  Eliza 
Christie's  stomach,  just  below  the  breast,  to  keep  the  little  one  down,  and  we  then  took  a 
spoon  and  put  a  little  hartshorn  and  water  in  it,  which  we  tried  to  set  down  her  throat, 
and  then  endeavoured  to  pnt  her  tongue  in ;  she  was  not  frothing  at  the  mouth.  She  never 
went  to  the  magistrate,  Cfaptain  T.  A.  Dillon,  to  complain  about  the  kick,  but  her  sister 
Margaret  did ;  when  she  returned,  I  saw  her  bring  two  letters,  which  she  carried  to  the 
busha,  and  when  she  brought  them  I  did  not  hear  myself,  but  I  heard  some  of  the  appren* 
tices  say,  that  when  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon  came,  busha  told  him  that  Mr.  Dow  and  the 
wemaB  bad  settled  their  business  already;  Captain  Dillon  then  went  away.  I  don't 
know  how  the  business  was  settled  ;  I  don't  know  if  any  money  was  paid  to  make  it  up. 
The  woman's  husband  is  named  Adam  Christie.  On  the  night  of  the  kick  the  woman 
breathed  very  hard  and  short,  catching  up  her  breath  every  now  and  then ;  she  never  came 
to  at  all  until  the  next  morning.  Since  I  was  there  in  the  hothouse,  I  have  been  broken 
as  doctor-woman  and  sent  into  the  field,  for  the  following  reason  :  My  husband  was  sick 
in  the  negro  house ;  I  was  married  to  him  in  his  sickness,  and  had  lived  with  him  before; 
alter  finishing  my  morning's  vrork  at  the  hospital  one  day,  I  carried  a  little  breakfast  to 
gvve  bim;  wbile  1  was  there  the  busha  went  to  the  hothouse  aiui  found  me  absent;  I  went 
and  found  bin  standing  at  the  gate  near  the  hothouse ;  he  then  said,  **  You  shall  never 
be  dodor-woman  for  me  any  more."  When  he  told  me  that,  I  said  I  could  not  go  into  the 
field  as  1  had  been  a  doctor-woman  too  long ;  I  had  been  a  doctor-woman  for  five  years ; 
I  had  been  put  there  by  Mr.  Cameron,  the  former  overseer,  and  before  then  I  used  to  mind 
fowls  and  do  light  work  sometimes  in  tke  field,  as  I  was  a  sickly  woman.  Busha  made  no 
answer,  but  drove  me  away.  I  then  went  to  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon,  who  said  that  I  must 
go  home,  and  when  he  came  upon  the  property  he  would  settle  the  afiair;  he  did  come, 
aad  asked  the  busha  wiiy  be  put  me  into  tne  field ;  whether  I  had  done  him  anything  ? 
the  busha  said  '*  No."  Captain  Dillon  told  me,  '*  Well,  you  must  stop  in  the  field  until 
busha  and  you  agree  again."    Before  I  went  to  Captain  Dillon,  when  busha  told  me  I  must 

fo  to  the  field,  and  1  said  I  would  not,  he  and  a  man  named  Henry  Gordon,  who  was  a 
ouse-servant,  began  to  pull  me,  otte  one  vray  and  one  the  other ;  busha  took  his  big  stick 
that  he  had  in  his  hand  and  iammed  me  in  the  stomach ;  Robert  Morris  was  present. 

The  magistrates  here  explained  to  this  woman,  that  she  is  to  claim  her  freedom  on  the 
next  1st  ot  August,  aa  she  is  entitled  to  it  as  a  doctor-woman. 

Friday,  ag  September  1837. 

Mr.  J^hn  CampbeU,  Book-keeper  on  Cave  Valley ;  sworn. 

All  that  1  know  is  that  when  Mr.  Arkinstall  took  charge  in  September,  the  negroes  were 
in  a  very  insubordinate  stale.  One  evening  in  October  the  sick  negroes  were  ordered  into 
the  hospital  to  be  locked  up,  as  was  usual,  and  they  refused  to  go  in ;  the  book-keeper, 
I  am  told,  said  that  they  must  go,  and  they  were  forced  to  go  in,  but  1  don't  know  what 
force  was  used  to  compel  them  to  go  in ;  as  far  as  I  understand,  the  doctor-woman  was 
there  at  the  time.  When  I  came  from  the  cattle-pen  I  went  to  the  hothouse  between  half- 
past  six  and  seven,  and  found  Eliza  Christie  laying  down  on  her  back  quite  senseless  and 
apparently  in  a  fit.  I  remained  in  the  hothouse  about  an  hour  ;  she  was  attended  to  by 
the  overseer  himself,  who  did  everything  in  his  power  to  restore  her ;  I  cannot  say  whether 
a  doctor  was  sent  for  that  night ;  she  came  too  a  little,  and  spoke  rather  inarticulately,  but 
the  next  morning  when  I  saw  her  she  was  quite  come  too,  and  was  walking  about.  The 
overseer  on  the  night  sent  for  the  midwife ;  in  a  few  days  she  was  well  enough  to  go  out 
of  tbe  hothouse;  she  came  too  during  the  night.  The  book-keeper,  who  is  alleged  to  have 
kicked  ber,  was  at  the  hospital  with  the  overseer  and  myself;  the  people  appeared  to  be 
much  irritated,  and  said  that  Mr.  Dow  liad  killed  Eliza  Christie;  this  was  generally  said 
among  them,  but  I  don't  recollect  any  particular  individual  who  said  so;  Mr.Dow  did  not 
deny  having  kicked  her ;  he  said  that  he  might  imve  done  so,  but  that  he  did  so  inadver- 
tently. The  woman  herself,  Eliza  Christie,  said  to  Mr.  Dow  that  she  knew  be  did  not 
intend  to  do  her  any  harm ;  she  was  hurt  at  the  time  but  got  better  afterwards  ;  she  was 
quite  well  and  hearty.  The  body  was  examined  at  the  time  of  the  accident  by  the  overseer 
and  other  people,  who  said  that  they  did  not  observe  any  external  injury.  1  was  examined 
at  the  coroner's  inquest;  I  took  the  depositions;  there  were  two  inquests;  the  coroner 
eo«jd  not  come  up  as  he  was  sick,  and  not  considerii^  it  a  serious  case,  I  think  that  he 
deputised  another  gentleman  to  act  for  him.  Eliza  Christie  died  on  the  22d  November 
1835,  and  tbe  inquest  was  held  the  next  day.  I  do  not  know  who  acted  as  coroner :.  I  do 
not  know  who  acted  as  foreman ;  evidence  was  taken,  and  the  body  examined.  I  took  the 
depositions  mysetf ;  1  did  not  keep  them.  Eleanor  Fisher,  Caroline  Hall,  and  Margaret 
Christie  were  examined ;  Mr.  Dow  was  not  examined,  at  all  events  not  00  that  day. 
Evidence  was  taken  with  respect  to  the  accident,  and  the  state  in  which  tbe  deceased  was 
found  immediately  afterwards.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  tbe  midwife  was  sworn  that 
day  ;  her  evidence  was  confined  to  tbe  circnmstances  connected  with  her  delivery.     All 
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JAMAICA.        that  Caroline  Hall  said  was  that  she  found  the  woman  in  a  fit;  ^hat  was  all  that  I  heard 
— "  her  say  that  had  reference  to  the  night  at  the  hothouse  ;  she  did  not  give  any  evidence 

about  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  delivery  and  death.  I  remember  that  the 
gentlemen  expressed  their  opinion,  "  That  Eliza  Christie  died  by  the  visitation  of  God  ;'^ 
but  I  do  not  know  that  they  put  that  opinion  in  writing.  The  negroes  expressed  their 
disapprobation  at  this,  as  they  did  not  see  the  coroner  present,  and  the  overseer  imme- 
diately sent  again  for  the  coroner.  The  child  was  born  alive;  I  was  not  present  when  the 
regular  inquest  was  held ;  I  was  not  allowed  to  be  there;  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Dow 
was  examined ;  the  jurors  on  the  regular  inquest  assembled  about  mid-day,  and  sat  until  it 
was  quite  dark;  I  never  heard  whether  they  were  divided  in  opinion.  When  people  are 
sick  in  the  hospital  they  generally  get  any  little  thing  from  the  table;  I  cannot  say  any- 
thing about  oatmeal  or  such  things  being  administered,  as  I  do  not  attend  the  hospital ; 
the  overseer  will  be  better  able  to  say  that. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon,  sundry  questions  were  put  to  this  witness,  who 
said,  I  remember  a  man  named  Richard  Smith;  he  was  and  is  head-constable  at  Cave 
Valley;  he  had  a  stone  bruise  and  caught  cold,  in  consequence  of  which  his  legs  all 
swelled,  and  part  of  his  body.  The  overseer,  finding  him  in  such  a  poor  state,  gave  him  one 
of  the  rooms  in  the  barracks ;  he  gave  him  every  day  breakfast,  dinner  and  supper,  off  the 
table,  in  the  same  way  as  he  would  to  any  of  the  book-keepers ;  after  he  left  the  barracks, 
and  went  into  the  field  as  constable,  he  was  treated  in  the  same  way  until  he  perfectly 
recovered. 

Captain  T.  A.  Dillon  here  stated  that  he  thought  it  essential  to  have  this  evidence 
elicited,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  equally  a  material  part  of  his  duty  to  state  any 
cases  of  humanity  which  might  come  under  his  notice  as  to  punish  bad  behaviour ;  and 
he  therefore  thought  this  a  fitting  occasion  to  remark,  that  he  considered  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Arkinstall,  to  the  sick  people  on  Cave  Valley,  deserving  the  highest  commendation. 
Captain  Dillon  further  remarked,  that  he  could  not  help  noticing,  that  he  was  in  a  district 
in  which  the  peasantry  was  as  well  behaved  as  any  peasantry  in  England  ;  that  punish- 
ments were  so  unfrequent  as  not  to  exceed  two  in  loo  in  a  population  of  5,000  appren- 
tices ;  in  fact,  he  did  not  know  a  finer  peasantry  in  the  world. 

The  witness  went  on  to  state,  that  after  the  holding  of  the  regular  inquest,  the  irritation 
of  the  people  subsided. 

Mr.  Joseph  Isaacs,  Merchant  at  Brown's  Town  ;  sworn. 

About  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  death  of  Eliza  Christie,  she  came  to  me  at  Castleton, 
with  an  order  for  some  goods,  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  Malcolm  Dow ;  I  told  her,  '^  Go 
to  Brown's  Town,  and  you  will  get  the  goods  ; "  she  was  in  perfect  health  and  strong ;  she 
had  to  walk  up  about  three  miles  of  a  very  steep  hill  to  see  me  at  Castleton ;  she  did  not 
say  how  the  order  was  given  to  her ;  nor  were  the  things  delivered,  as  the  overseer  heard 
of  the  order  being  given,  and  would  not  allow  the  things  to  be  delivered,  as  it  would  ap- 

Eear  as  if  they  were  given  asa  compromise  of  crime,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the  book-keeper 
ad  acted  any  way  wrong.  The  value  of  the  order  was  from  3  /.  to  4  /.  I  was  at  the 
regular  inquest;  we  met  at  12  o'clock,  and  we  finished  at  five.  The  doctor-woman  was 
examined,  so  were  Mr.  Arkinstall  and  Mr.  Dow.  No  proof  whatever  was  given  on  either 
occasion  of  her  having  received  any  kick.  The  hothouse-woman  gave  in  evidence,  that  she 
had  heard  the  woman  cry  out  that  she  was  kicked,  but  that  she  did  not  see  it.  It  was 
also  proved  in  Court,  that  the  overseer,  Mr.  Arkinstall,  on  that  night,  had  given  her  resto- 
ratives, and  that  she  recovered.  The  hothouse -woman  was  not  interrupted  in  her  evidence. 
All  that  we  required  was,  10  know  whether  the  woman  had  received  any  injury  from  the 
kick.  On  the  day  of  the  first  inquiry,  Mr.  Dow  was  present,  and  was  asked  some  ques- 
tions; he  did  not  say  that  he  had  kicked  her  inadvertently ;  all  that  he  said  was,  that  he 
wanted  to  lock  up  the  hospital  door,  and  she  would  not  go  in  ;  he  shoved  her  in.     Mar- 

faret  Christie,  the  sister  who  took  charge  of  the  child,  was  present,  and  was  examined  ; 
saw  the  child  myself;  it  was  a  regular  grown  child,  and  apparently  healthy. 

Mr.  Campbell  recalled. — Caroline  Hall  is  now  removed  from  the  hospital,  and  works  io 
the  field  ;  she  was  removed  about  five  or  six  months  after  the  accident;  she  was  discharged 
by  the  overseer  in  consequence  of  frequent  absence  from  the  hospital ;  she  did  not  leave 
the  hospital  willingly ;  to  my  knowledge  force  was  not  necessary  to  compel  her  to  go  into 
the  field.  There  is  a  large  inclosure  round  the  hothouse,  so  large  that  the  doctor-woman 
has  a  very  good  garden  in  it.  There  is  a  gate  attached  with  a  lock,  and  when  Caroline 
Hall  absented  herself  she  took  away  the  key,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  overseer's 
anger. 

Robert  Morris,  a  Field  Apprentice  on  Cave  Valley ;  sworn. 

I  remember  Eliza  Christie ;  I  was  in  the  hospital  with  her ;  I  was  in  the  room  appro- 
priated for  the  men,  adioining  the  women's  room  ;  the  door  between  the  two  rooms  was 
open.  The  sun  was  half  down,  not  quite  down,  and  the  book-keeper  came  in  and  apened 
the  hothouse  door ;  his  name  is  Mr.  Dow;  he  came  to  lock  the  door,  and  the  girl,  Fidelia 
Walker,  was  putting  her  victuals  on  the  fire  within  the  railing,  which  surrounded  the  hot- 
house ;  he  heaved  away  a  stick  with  which  she  was  stirring  the  victuals,  and  on  her  speak- 
ing to  him  about  his  doing  so,  he  collared  her,  and  wanted  to  put  her  in  the  dark  room  ; 
she  said  she  would  not  go,  and  he  sent  for  the  constable,  Thomas  Wilson,  who,  on  comio^e: 
up,  was  going  to  take  hold  of  her,  and  she  said,  *'  If  you  hold  me  you  will  get  into  trouble ; " 
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he  tlien  desisted.      The  book-keeper  went  and  told  busha  that  the  people  would  not  go        JAMAICA, 
inio  the  hothonse  to  be  locked  up  without  eating  anything:,  and  busha  said,  '^Musn't  — 

bother  with  such  rubbish."  When  the  constable  came,  I  told  the  other  people,  **  Better 
make  us  go  in,  as  tise  law  is  as  well  for  we  as  for  busha ; "  when  I  said  so,  they  went  in ; 
the  men  and  women  were  then  put  in  their  separate  rooms.  The  room  in  which  the  men 
were  had  a  "  temple/'  that  of  the  women  haa  not  a  "  temple."  When  the  book-keeper 
was  locking  up  the  mens'  room,  Eliza  Christie  called  out,  saying,  ^'  Don't  lock  the  room, 
because  I  shall  want  to  go  out  at  night  to  ease  myself,  as  all  of  us  women  have  taken 
physic;  this  she  said  to  the  book-keeper;  busha  was  present,  standing  in  the  passage 
near  the  doors  of  the  two  rooms.  I  told  the  busha,  **  If  you  lock  the  women's  room,  don't 
lock  that  of  the  men,  because  if  anything  happens  to  anybody  at  night,  one  of  us  can  call 
out  from  the  window  in  the  passage  ; "  busha  said,  "  I  don't  care,  I  must  have  the  door 
locked  ; "  he  also  said,  '*  The  black  parson  !  you  want  to  go  and  preach  out ; "  he  then 
ordered  the  book-keeper  to  lock  the  men's  door.  The  book-keeper  then  held  the  women's 
door  to  lock  it,  and  Eliza  Christie  held  it  too ;  says  she, ''  Busha^  look  how  I  stand.*' 
I  stood  up  against  the  men's  door,  facing  that  of  the  women,  and  the  book-keeper  and 
women  still  held  the  door;  when  the  book-keeper  found  that  he  could  not  draw  the  door, 
as  the  women  were  striving  to  keep  it  open,  and  he  to  shut  it,  he  fired  his  foot  after  them, 
but  they  still  kept  holding  the  door.  I  then  ran  to  the  book-keeper,  and  said,  **  Book- 
keeper, don't  fire  your  foot  so,  as  this  woman  is  not  one  woman,  she  is  with  child."  The 
busha  then  said,  **  I  don't  care,  the  door  must  be  locked."  The  book-keeper  then  fired  his 
foot  again,  and  hit  Eliza  Christie  a  kick,  and  I  heard  the  kick  go  "  bup,"  meaning  thereby 
the  sound  made ;  then  Eliza  Christie  cried  out,  **  Morris,  I  am  done;  "  she  let  the  door 
go  then,  and  they  locked  it ;  she  kept  crying  outfor  her  belly,  exclaiming,  *'  My  belly,  O  ! 
my  belly,  O!"  The  doors  were  all  locked,  and  they  went  away.  After  busha  went  out  into 
the  hothouse-yard,  I  called  to  him,  saying,  "  Busha,  how  you  lock  up  all  the  door,  then  da 
going,  and  the  one  you  kick  down  fo'  dead,  da  lying  'oon  him  belly,  and  thing  happen  to 
him  now  we  can  see  ?  "  He  made  for  answer,  **  Mr.  Dow,  come  along,  never  mind  what 
Ae  bloody  old  parson  is  saying."  I  called  out  to  him  from  a  little  jealousy  window,  which 
was  in  the  men  s  room.  Busha  went  awav,  and  soon  after,  by  the  time  he  could  get  to  his 
house,  and  sit  down,  a  woman,  named  Letitia  Campbell,  who  was  locked  up  with  Eliza 
Christie,  called  to  me  and  said,  **  The  woman  is  'pon  dying ;  "  I  told  her  as  the  women's 
room  was  facing  busha's  house,  **  Put  your  mouth  to  thejealousy,  and  hail  to  the  busha ;  " 
she  did  so.    When  the  woman  hailed,  the  busha  would  not  come ;  he  said  they  were 


matter,  and  she  went  to  busha  for  the  key ;  he  would  not  give  it,  and  she  came  back  to 
the  fence,  and  was  returning  to  the  negro  house,  when  I  told  her,  '*  You  had  better  not 
go  to  the  negro  house  again,  if  the  door  is  not  opened  in  two  minutes'  time,  your  sister 
will  die."  She  went  back  to  the  busha  in  a  great  hurry.  Eliza  Christie  could  not  speak 
at  the  time;  Margaret  Christie  screamed  so  loud  tliat  all  the  people  came  up  from  the 
negro  houses,  and  the  busha  became  frightened,  and  came  and  opened  the  door.  All  the 
doors  were  opened,  and  I  went  into  the  women's  room,  and  saw  Eliza  Christie  laying  down 
on  her  back  with  her  tongue  hanging  out  of  her  mouth,  quite  black  ;  they  wanted  to  turn 
her,  and  I  said,  *'  We  don't  know  anything  about  it ;"  you  had  better  call  the  midwife ; 
they  did  so.  The  busha  sent  for  hartshorn,  and  every  ihin^,  and  being  come,  he  stopped 
there  until  the  midwife  came ;  the  midwife  then  began  rubbms  the  child,  who  at  this  time 
was  situated  very  high  up  the  womb ;  she  took  a  handkercnief^  and  tied  it  about  the 
stomach,  and  began  to  rub,  and  rub,  and  rub,  until  the  child  went  lower  down,  and  then 
the  woman  breathed  very  short  and  heavy.  Caroline  Hall  came  up  with  the  rest  of  the 
people  and  the  busha  ;  she  came  before  the  midwife ;  she  came  up  to  lock  the  door  at  the 
proper  time,  but  it  had  been  already  locked  by  the  busha  and  the  book-keeper.  When 
the  busha  came  up,  I  told  him,  and  the  women  told  him,  that  it  was  the  kick  in  the 
belly  which  made  the  woman  so.  I  know  that  Mr.  l)ow  was  sent  away  by  busha 
from  the  property ;  he  was  dismissed  from  his  situation  soon  after,  but  I  don't  know  for 
what  cause.  The  day  after  the  kick,  Mr.  Dow's  kept-mistress  sent  and  called  Margaret 
Christie ;  this  was  on  Monday  morning.  I  went  into  the  hothouse  room,  and  saw  a  paper ; 
Eliza  Christie  said  that  the  paper  was  brought  by  her  sister  from  Mr.  Dow,  and  that  it 
was  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Isaacs  to  take  anything  she  wanted  out  of  the  store.  I  then  told 
her  she  was  a  fool,  that  if  she  knew  she  was  going  to  take  the  paper,  she  should  not  have 

fone  to  the  magistrate  at  all ;  I  said,  ''  I  don't  want  to  hear  anything,"  and  I  went  away, 
don't  know  whether  the  paper  was  carried  alter  that  to  Mr.  Isaacs.  I  was  not  called 
up  before  the  coroner,  neither  before  any  magistrate.  After  the  accident  Eliza  Christie 
did  not  go  to  her  ground,  she  kept  walking  about  with  her  stick,  bending  and  holding  her 
belly;  she  walked  so  until  the  time  she  was  delivered.  I  think  with  the  assistance  of 
a  stick,  and  taking  time,  she  might  have  walked  up  to  Castleton.  When  the  coroner  was 
come,  I  asked  if  any  magistrate  was  come ;  I  was  told  that  no  magistrate  had  come,  but 
that  Mr.  Isaacs  was  come.  1  said,  ''What  have  you  done  with  the  paper?"  I  said  this 
to  Margaret  j  she  replied,  '*  1  gave  it  to  Mr.  Isaacs." 

Margaret  Christie^  Apprentice  to  Cave  Valley  ;  sworn* 

I  remember  my  sister,  Eliza^Christie ;  she  is  now  dead;  i  remember  her  in  the  hospital 

with  bad  belly.     I  came  home  one  night  from  my  ground  ;  I  heard  a  man  named  Robert 

^64»  112  Morris 
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Morris  crying  out  "  Margaret  Christie !    Margaret  Christie!"    I  did  not  speak  at  firtt; 

he  called  out  again  "  Margaret  Christie  !"    I  said  **  Eli ;"  be  replied,  "  Your  aister  wga^ 

live."     I  went  to  the  hothouse  gate,  and  said,  "  What  do  you  say,  Robert  Morris?"  He 

replied,  "  Go  to  the  busha  for  the  hothouse  key,  and  Come  and  see  what  is  the  matter  with 

your  sister.*'    I  went  to  the  busha,  and  said,  "  Busha,  let  me  have  the  hothouse  key,  Mr. 

Dow  has  kicked  my  sister,  and  she  won't  live;"  bnsha  said,  "  I  won't  give  the  key;  your 

sister  is  ooly  making  a  sham  in  the  hospital."    I  went  straight  back  to  the  negro  house. 

Robert  Morris  then  cried  out  again  for  me,  saying,  "  Run  here;"  by  the  time  I  could  go 

to  hammer  the  gate  with  a  stone,  all  the  people  ran  up  to  the  place  from  the  negro  houses ; 

when  at  the  gate,  1  could  not  get  the  key  from  Mr.  Dow ;  the  busha  then  came  himself, 

before  the  key  could  be  got  from  Mr.  Dow;  he  took  the  key  then,  went  in  himself  inta 

the  hothouse  yard,  and  locked  the  gate ;  he  would  allow  no  one  to  go  in.     When  fie  locked 

the  gate,  I  stood  up  outside  until  busha  went  into  the  hospital,  and  after  doing  what  he 

thought  necessaiy  to  restore  my  sister,  he  came  out,  and  said,  '^  If  any  one  wants  to  go 

and  see  this  girl  they  can  go  in."    I  went  in,  but  did  not  stop  a  minute,  as  I  had  left  my 

child  at  the  negro  house ;  I  left  the  midwife  and  doctor-woman  with  her.     When  I  went 

into  the  hothouse  she  was  laying  down  on  her  bade,  her  tongue  was  not  out  then ;  busha 

had  previously  applied  hartshorn  and  other  things,  as  I  suppose ;  it  was  so  understood.     In 

the  morning  I  went  to  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon,  the  special  magistrate,  and  he  asked  '*  What 

was  the  matter?"  I  told  him  Mr.  Dow  took  and  kicked  my  sister  last  night,  and  she  would 

not  have  lived  until  day  if  busha  had  not  attended  to  her.     Captain  Dillon  asked  why  the 

wench  had  not  come  herself  to  Retirement  to  him ;  I  said,  that  she  was  not  able  to  walk; 

he  said,  he  would  give  me  a  letter  to  busha  till  he  came  himself  to  the  property,  and  he 

would  see  Mr.  Dow.     I  carried  the  letter  to  busha,  and  went  to  my  house,  and  was  sitting 

down,  when  a  woman,  who  Mr.  Dow  was  living  with,  came  to  call  me ;  I  went,  and  he 

gave  me  a  papar,  saying  **  Take  this  paper  to  Mr.  Isaacs,  it  is  an  order  for  you;"  this  was 

the  day  after  I  went  to  the  magistrate.     Mr.  Dow  said,    *'  Take  this  to  Mr.  Isaacs,  at 

Brown's  Town ;  it  is  an  order  for  nine  dollars,  and  it  is  given  to  you  for  the  kick  I  kicked 

your  sister."     I  said,  '^  How  can  I  take  this  paper  from  you  ?  The  magistrate  told  me  to 

stop  till  he  comes  to  Cave  Valley  to  settle  the  business."   He  replied,  that  busha  read  the 

letter  of  the  magistrate  to  him,  and  that  the  magistrate  said  in  the  letter,  **  If  the  business 

could  be  settled  before  he  came,  that  he  must  try  and  do  it."    When  Mr.  Dow  told  me 

this,  I  took  the  paper  from  him,  and  carried  it  to  my  house.     I  said,  **  If  massamagistrvite 

happen  to  call  me  when  he  comes  up,  I  will  answer  him  with  this  paper."     I  was  in  the 

field  when  the  magistrate  came,  but  I  don't  kaow  whether  he  called  for  me ;  nobody  called 

me  out  of  the  field.     My  sister  was  still  in  the  hothouse.     I  saw  her  in  the  hothouse,  and 

she  knew  nothing  of  the  paper ;  she  had  not  settled  with  Mr.  Dow.    About  two  weeks 

after,  when  she  came  out  of  the  hothouse,  I  gave  the  paper  to  her,  and  told  her  thut  I 

understood  that  Mr.  Isaacs  was  over  at  this  place.    I  said,  **l(  you  can  walk  softly,  go  to 

him,  and  hear  what  he  says  about  the  paper."    She  carried  it,  and  brought  it  back  agaia, 

saying,  that  Mr.  Isaacs  said  the  paper  must  come  down  to  Brown's  Town.     I  then  sent  it 

by  the  cartman,  but  it  was  returned  ;  I  did  not  get  any  thing  for  it.     On  the  day  wfaee 

the  paper  came  back,  the  coroner  was  at  Cave  Valley,  holding  an  inquest  on  my  siaier  ; 

I  gave  the  coroner  the  paper,  and  he  handed  it  to  Mr.  Isaacs ;  I  don't  know  what  was  done 

with  it  afterwards.    When  my  sister  wras  taken  in  labour,  she  sent  for  the  midwife,  who 

was  at  the  overseer's  house  cooking  his  dinner;  she  returned  for  answer,  that  she  was  just 

taking  up  dinner,  and  could  not  come ;  but  as  soon  as  she  was  done,  she  would  come 

down.     My  mother,  Peggy  Christie,  who  was  a  midwife  at  **  Rosetta,"  went  to  assist  my 

sister ;  I  was  present;  my  mother  assisted  her  until  the  little  one  had  just  come  away  froos 

her,  when  the  breath  went  out  of  her  body.    The  child  bom  was  a  boy,  and  had  marks  all 

about  the  lower  part  of  the  belly;  it  was  quite  black  and  blue ;  it  was  also  swdled ;  ny 

mother  saw  the  marks ;  the  hothouse  woman  and  the  midwife  also  saw  them,  who  came 

down  just  as  the  child  was  born :  my  sister  was  just  dead  when  she  came  down.     All  that 

I  have  stated  here,  I  stated  to  the  coroner  at  Cave  Valley.     My  sister  always  stopped 

when  walking,  up  to  the  time  of  her  death,  complaining  of  pain  in  her  belly«    I  can't  say 

whether  she  ever  went  to  the  doctor.     I  don't  think  tliat  the  child  came  to  its  full  time;. 

the  child  only  lived  four  days  ;  I  gave  it  suck  ;  the  first  day  it  took  to  the  breast,  but  not 

afterwards;  u  was  hurt  in  the  same  place  that  my  sister  was  kicked.     When  ske  was 

delivered,  she  said,  ^^Take  away  the  baby,  and  mind  it  good  ;  I  am  going  to  die."   By  the 

time  we  hallooed  for  the  doctor-woman  to  bring  the  hartshorn,  she  died.    She  was  not 

a  very  healthy  woman  before  she  received  the  injury ;  she  was  id  ways  a  poorly  woman,  and 

this  was  her  first  child.    The  child  did  not  die  of  locked  jaw. 

Eleanor  l^isAer,  Midwife  on  Cave  Valley;  sworn. 

I  remember  Eliza  Christie.  I  was  in  the  apprentice-yard  the  night  when  they  hallooed 
out  from  the  hothouse  that  Eliza  Christie  was  dead ;  I  ran  up  directly,  but  the  gate  of  the  yard 
was  locked ;  the  key  was  brought,  and  the  gate  opened,  and  T  and  busha  went  in ;  1  went  in 
a  minute  or  two  before  the  busha,  and  found  Eliza  Christie  laving  down,  and  two  or  three 
people  holding  her  up ;  her  tongue  was  out  of  her  mouth.  I  then  took  the  doctor-womun's 
handkerchief,  and  tied  it  round  her  body  to  keep  the  little  one  down.  If  I  had  not  gone 
there,  and  knew  what  to  do,  she  must  have  died  that  night ;  I  did  all  i  could  to  save  her, 
and  when  I  found  that  she  was  getting  better,  I  left  her.  We  stopped  with  her  a  good 
bit.     She  remained  in  the  hothouse  about  three  weeks  after  that ;  in  the  fourth  week  buaha 
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sent  her  oat;  she  did  not  wish  to  remain  in  the  hothouse  then,  as  it  was  time  for  her  to         JAMAICA. 

get  ready  for  delivery.    She  used  to  walk  about  with  a  stick,  and  stooped  while  walking ;  

she  did  iiot  use  to  stoop  before  that.  At  the  time  of  her  delivery  they  sent  for  me;  I  was 
mioding  basha's  dinner,  and  said  I  would  go  down  as  soon  as  busha's  dinner  was  sent  up; 
I  went  down  as  soon  as  I  could,  and  told  the  girl  who  came  to  call  me  to  put  on  a  pot  of 
water,  so  that  I  may  put  her  over  it,  to  see  and  get  away  the  after-birth  ;  by  the  time  the 
water  was  ready,  she  was  a  corpse.  She  was  taken  in  labour,  with  a  sort  of  lingering  patn, 
on  the  Sunday  morning;  instead  of  the  mother  calling  me  at  that  time,  she  attended  to 
her  herself,  and  it  was  only  when  she  found  that  she  could  not  get  away  the  after-birth, 
they  sent  for  me ;  when  I  went  down  the  child  w  as  already  shifted.  I  often  heard  that 
Eliza  Christie's  mother  was  a  midwife  at  Rosetta;  she  never  practised  at  Cave  Valley. 
The  child  was  a  little  bit  of  a  thing ;  it  was  not  a  full-grown  child ;  it  lived  about  two 
vireeks.  The  private  parts  were  all  swelled  and  bloated  up,  like  as  if  filled  with  water ;  it 
showed  that  it  had  received  a  wound  while  in  the  belly.  I  can't  say  whether  the  kick  was 
the  cause  of  her  death ;  I  did  not  examine  the  mother's  belly  at  the  time  of  the  kick  ;  she 
was  always  a  sickly  woman.  I  was  called  up  before  the  coroner  at  the  inquest,  and  told 
them  only  what  they  asked  me  about,  the  delivery  and  death  ;  I  was  never  asked  anything 
about  the  mark  on  the  child,  or  the  affair  at  the  hothouse.  I  was  only  asked  to  relate  what 
I  knew  when  I  was  called  to  the  negro  house,  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  woman. 
She  always  walked  lame  and  sickly-like  before  the  affair  at  the  hothouse,  and  stooped, 
with  her  hand  placed  generally  on  the  small  of  her  back.  The  sister  took  good  care  of 
the  child  after  its  birth. 

Fidelia  Walker,  Apprentice  to  Cave  Valley ;  sworn. 

I  remember  Eliza  Christie  ;  1  was  in  the  hospital  with  her.  The  book-keeper  came  to 
lock  the  door  before  the  sun-down,  and  we  told  him,  **  Book-keeper,  it  is  so  late  before 
we  are  let  out  in  the  morning,  you  bck  us  up  ail  day,  and  you  only  let  us  out  in  the  even- 
ing, and  it  is  not  time  to  lock  us  up  ;  we  have  not  had  time  to  cook  any  victuals  yet ;  they 
are  on  the  fire  now  and  not  finished;  give  us  time  to  cook  them."  He  said  he  would  not 
wait.  I  bad  a  stick  in  my  hand,  turning  my  victuals,  and  he  took  it  from  me  and  flung  it 
over  the  fence ;  he  then  called  out  to  busha,  and  said  we  would  not  go  in.     Busha  was 

coming  along,  with  a  big  stick  in  his  band  ;  he  said,  "  Make  the  b y  old  w e  go  in, 

or  I'll  take  this  stick  and  knock  them  down."  Busha  then  overset  the  pots  with  the  victuals, 
knocking  them  off  with  his  stick;  and  when  we  saw  him  coming  up  to  us,  we  ran  up  to  the 
hothouse.  Book-keeper  and  busha  then  came  in,  and  ordered  the  women's  room  to  be  locked, 
and  we  said,  **  Don't  do  that,  for  as  the  temple  is  in  the  next  room,  if  you  lock  us  up  how  can 
vfe  go  there  when  we  want?"  Eliza  Christie,  the  belly-woman,  went  up  and  begged  busha 
and  book-keeper  not  to  lock  the  door ;  busha  then  said  it  shonid  be  locked.  Eiook-keeper 
held  the  door  one  way  and  we  held  it  the  other;  he  then  fired  kicks,  one  of  which  hit  noe 
on  ray  band  ;  presently  I  heard  the  belly-woman  fall,  and  cry  out, ''  Lord  !  Mr.  Dow  has 
killed  me  ;  he  has  kicked  me  on  my  belly."  I  did  not  see  the  kick,  but  I  heard  the  noise 
of  the  fall.  When  she  tumbled  down  we  let  go  the  door,  and  the  book-keeper  locked  it 
and  went  away.  Eliza  Christie  then  tumbled  about,  and  after  we  did  not  hear  her  speak 
for  some  time;  we  were  eating  our  victuals.  Letitia  Campbell  called  out,  *' You  are  all 
eating,  you  don't  go  to  see  what  is  done  to  the  woman."  We  then  went,  and,  on  putting 
our  hands  to  her  stomach,  felt  that  she  was  not  blowing ;  we  then  hallooed  out.  Robert 
Morris  told  us  not  to  halloo,  by-and-by  busha  would  think  it  was  a  lie  we  were  calling 
out ;  that  he  would  halloo  for  her  sister  ;  he  did  so,  and  told  her  to  go  to  busha  for  the 
key,  and  come  and  see  what  do  her  sister.  After  some  time  she  came  back,  and  said  that 
busha  would  not  give  her  the  key.  We  then  began  to  halloo  out  loud,  and  busha  and  his  boy, 
Henry  Gordon,  came  down ;  candles  were  brought  in,  and  then  the  doctor- w<Hiinii  ^nd 
Eleanor  Fisher  rubbed  her  down  with  the  hartshorn  which  the  busha  brought.  Eleanor 
Fisher  then  took  a  handkerchief  and  tied  her  stomach,  to  make  the  piccaniny  keep  down  ; 
she  laid  down  quite  senseless,  but  I  did  not  see  her  tongue.  I  did  not  look  at  her  at 
first,  as  I  thought  she  was  dead,  and  no  fire  in  the  hothouse,  as  it  is  never  allowed.  I  was 
never  called  before  the  coroner's  jury  at  all,  nor  examined  in  any  way  whatever. 

Robert  Morris,  recalled. — I  do  not  think  it  possible  fur  Eliza  Christie  to  get  to  her 
ground,  which  is  three  miles  distant  from  Cave  Valley,  and  return  with  a  load  of  victuals; 
I  am  certain  that  I  must  have  seen  it,  if  she  had  done  so. 

Catharine  Hanson,  a  Non-predial  to  Cave  Valley  ;  sworn. 

I  am  keeping  the  great  house ;  I  was  in  the  negro  house  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and 
heard  the  noise  from  there ;  a  crying  out.  1  ran  up  to  the  yard,  and  saw  the  rest  of  the 
people  there  ;  they  were  crying  out  that  Mr.  Dow  kicked  Eliza  Christie ;  some  of  the  people 
broke  the  gate  to  gel  into  the  hothouse-yard,  and  then  ran  into  the  j'ard.  The  hothouse- 
door  was  opened,  but  1  did  not  go  in ;  I  looked  through  the  window,  and  saw  the  woman 
lying  down  with  a  little  of  her  tongue  out ;  it  was  a  sash-window  I  looked  through ;  I  did 
not  see  much  of  the  woman,  as  there  was  a  great  number  of  people  about  her  ;  the  people 
were  making  an  uproar.  Mr.  Campbell,  one  of  the  book-keepers,  after  the  gale  was  broken 
open  and  the  busim  in  the  hothouse,  said,  **  If  1  was  in  Mr.  Dow's  place,  1  would  take  my 
bayonet  and  run  through  these  people,  for  I  have  killed  many  a  good  slave  in  St.  James, 
who  was  far  better  than  these  people."     Mr.  Dow  then  ran  up  and  took  his  gun,  and  a 
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JAMAICA.       coDStable^  named  Thomas  Gordon,  went  up  and  took  it  from  him.    The  people  were  say^ 

ing,  *'  It  is  a  pretty  piece  of  business  that  people  should  get  killed  without  deserving  it;'* 

they  did  not  threaten  Mr.  Dow.  The  overseer  said,  when  in  the  hothouse,  *'  There  is 
nothing  the  matter  with  this  woman  ;**  he  meant  that  she  was  only  making  a  sham.  I  was 
the  person  who  came  to  Mrs.  Clarke,  the  minister's  wife,  and  told  her  all  about  it,  and  she 
took  a  note  of  it.  I  came  down  to  mention  the  circumstance  to  the  two  gentlemen  who 
came  from  England,  but  they  were  gone.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Dow  offered  5  /.  to  make  the 
business  up.  I  believe  she  lived  about  five  weeks  after  the  affair;  I  don't  know  how  long 
the  child  lived.  I  heard  that  the  husband  of  the  woman  went  to  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon,  but 
1  don't  know  what  he  went  about.  The  gate  of  the  hothouse  is  always  locked  up,  and  the 
people  also  locked  up  in  the  hothouse ;  me  door  opens  at  six  in  the  morning,  and  when 
the  overseer  gets  his  breakfast  at  eight  o'clock,  by  nine  o'clock  or  sooner  the  hothouse  and 
the  people  are  locked  up  again  ;  they  get  their  breakfast  while  they  are  out ;  ic  is  opened 
a  little  before  five  in  the  evening  for  them  to  get  their  supper,  and  they  are  locked  up  again 
after  five  o'clock,  or  about  sun-down,  till  the  next  day ;  if  their  families  carry  them  anything 
when  the  doors  are  locked,  they  cannot  get  in.  The  hothouse-woman,  when  she  locks  the 
doors  and  gate,  goes  to  the  negro  houses,  so  that  if  the  busha  comes  when  she  is  not 
there,  he  can't  get  in ;  if  we  have  any  family  sick  in  the  hothouse,  we  cannot  go  to  give 
them  any  nourishment,  and  they  do  not  get  any  from  the  property.  I  saw  Mr.  Dow  in  the 
evening  of  the  affair;  he  appeared  in  liquor;  Mr.  Campbell  was  not. 

•  John  Hogg,  Carpenter  on  Cave  Valley ;  sworn. 

I  was  in  my  house,  at  supper,  on  the  night  of  the  accident,  and  heard  a  great  noise; 
I  went  out,  and  heard  the  people  calling  **  Murder!"  in  the  yard.  I  went  up,  and  saw  the 
hothouse-yard  locked  up ;  the  people  told  me  that  Mr.  Dow  kicked  Eliza  Christie ;  they 
could  not  get  in.  I  went  to  the  step  with  the  people  to  busha.  I  saw  busha  with  a  light ; 
he  had  on  bis  trousers  and  shirt ;  we  assisted  nim,  as  he  was  lame ;  he  went  with  us  to 
the  hospital;  the  door  of  the  hospital  was  open.  Busha  said,  *^  Let  the  people  wait  out- 
side, nobody  must  come  in;  I  will  go  and  see  what  all  this  is  about;"  he  then  went  in; 
one  of  the  constables  stopped  outside  to  keep  out  the  crowd.  The  head-constable  and 
myself  went  in  with  busha.  I  saw  the  woman,  and  busha  felt  her  hand,  and  said,  '^  Her 
pulse  is  beating,"  and  desired  me  to  feel  her  hand ;  I  said,  "  Yes,  it  is,  but  very  slow." 
Busha  used  hartshorn  to  endeavour  and  recover  her ;  when  it  was  finished,  he  said  to  me, 
'^  Hogg,  go  to  the  house,  and  ask  for  the  spirits  of  hartshorn;"  I  got  it,  and  carried  it  to 
the  hospital.  Busha  threw  some  into  a  spoon  and  mixed  it, and  threw  it  down  her  throat; 
her  tongue  was  then  a  little  out:  he  also  mixed  some  in  a  pan  head  of  water,  and  threw 
it  in  her  face,  and  she  made  a  sigh.  The  busha  said,  *'  NoDody  must  remain  here,  she  is 
getting  better;  nobody  must  remain  here  but  the  doctor-woman  and  midwife."  The 
people  were  bouncing  against  the  gate,  when  I  came  up,  to  break  it  open,  and  when  the 
Dusha  came  up  the  book-keeper  gave  the  key,  and  the  gate  was  opened.  I  did  not  see  a 
gun  in  Mr.  Dow's  hand ;  the  people  said  he  had  a  gun,  and  the  constable  went  and  took  it 
away.  I  heard  him  say,  when  I  came  out,  if  the  people  did  not  go  away,  and  stand  up 
and  talk  much  there,  be  would  powder-shot  them.  I  saw  the  woman  after  she  came  out  of 
the  hospital.  Some  time  afterwards,  on  a  Thursday,  I  met  her  on  a  road  between  Barracks 
and  Cave  Valley;  she  said  she  was  going  to  Barracks,  about  two  miles  aind  a  half;  she 
walked  very  slow  and  stooping,  as  she  was  heavy  with  child.  I  saw  her  the  next  day,  sitting 
down,  but  I  did  not  speak  to  her ;  the  people  said  she  had  gone  to  Castleton  with  a  paper. 
I  never  saw  her  at  that  time  with  a  load  of  provisions  on  her  head ;  she  might  have  had 
strength  or  not,  1  cannot  say«  I  was  before  the  coroner ;  I  was  asked  the  same  questions 
as  1  have  been  asked  to-day.  I  related  the  same  as  1  have  done  now ;  but  I  don't  know 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  there  the  first  time.  The  gate  of  the  hothouse  is 
locked  up  all  day.  With  regard  to  the  hospital  itself,  the  door  is  opened  a  quarter  after 
five  in  the  morning,  the  people  look  about  tneir  breakfast,  and  after  busha's  breakfast,  and 
sometimes  before,  the  door  is  locked  and  the  people  putin«  At  four  o'clock  it  is  opened 
again,  and  about  half-past  five,  or  five,  or  at  any  time  the  book-keeper  comes,  whether  tlie 
victuals  are  dressed  or  not,  the  people  are  obliged  to  go  in  to  be  locked  up  again.  They 
never  get  time  to  come  out  at  twelve  o'clock ;  if  you  have  any  family  there,  you  must 
carry  whatever  you  wish  to  give  them  to  the  doctor-woman ;  she  receives  and  gives  it, 
and  if  she  is  not  there  you  must  wait  or  carry  it  away.  The  day  the  people  come  in,  if 
ihey  are  given  emetic,  rhubarb  or  jalap,  they  are  locked  up  that  day  ;  and  the  next  day,  if 
the  medicine  is  finished  operating,  they  are  locked  up. 

Saturday,  30  September  1837. 

Dr.  Johnson;  sworn. 

From  the  evidence  of  Eleanor  Fisher,  I  think  it  impossible  that  the  child  could  have  been 
in  the  position  stated  to  have  been  found  by  her  when  she  went  to  the  hospital,  without  a 
rupture  of  the  womb,  which  must  have  produced  speedy  death ;  there  might  have  been 
a  slight  tumefaction  about  the  stomach,  caused  by  the  womb  pressing  on  the  intestines 
while  she  was  lying  down.  With  regard  to  the  mark  on  the  child,  that  might  have  been 
produced  from  protracted  labour,  or  violence  during  delivery ;  had  it  been  the  effect  of  a 
blow,  of  such  violence  as  stated,  it  mi^ht  have  caused  either  a  rupture  of  the  womb  or 
premature  birth.     I  do  not  think  that  if  the  child  had  been  in  a  natural  position  in  the 
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mromb,  that  the  wound  could  have  been  inflicted  on  the  part  described  by  the  witness,        JAMAICA^ 
Eleanor  Fisher.  .....^ 

Mr.  Arkinsiall,  Overseer  on  Cave  Valley ;  not  sworn,  but  examined  after  the  Evidence  of 
the  other  Witnesses  had  been  read  to  him. 

I  was  coming  from  the  cattle-pen,  when  I  heard  a  noise  from  the  people;  the  sun  was 
down  ;  it  was  about  dusk  when  I  heard  the  noise ;  I  went  into  the  outer  door  of  the  yard^ 
and  saw  the  book-keeper  and  people  just  going  into  the  hothouse ;  I  saw  the  book-keeper 

fut  his  hand  upon  somebody  with  a  sort  of  push  ;  I  did  not  go  to  the  hothouse  itself; 
heard  Fidelia  Walker  say  that  she  had  a  pan  of  water  on  the  fire;  I  directly  said  it  was 
time  for  all  pans  to  be  off  the  fire,  and  I  took  a  stick  and  upset  it ;  I  then  went  away ; 
I  heard  them  making  a  great  noise  in  the  hothouse,  but  1  did  not  hear  what  they  said ; 
I  toid  the  book-keeper  to  come  away  and  lock  the  outer  door,  that  is  to  say,  the  door  of 
the  railing.  I  went  into  the  house  and  was  going  to  bed  ;  the  book-keepers  had  got  their 
supper  and  gone  away ;  I  heard  a  terrible  noise,  and  they  came  and  told  me  that  this 
woman  was  dead ;  I  said  I  could  not  believe  it,  it  was  only  a  sham ;  they  then  made 
halloobaloo,  and  broke  the  hothouse-door  open ;  I  called  for  a  light,  and  put  on  my  trou- 
sers and  shoes  and  went  to  the  hospital ;  I  found  the  key  of  the  yard-door  was  not  wanted; 
the  book-keeper  had  the  key,  but  they  had  brcken  the  door  and  got  in ;  the  hothouse- 
door  was  locked ;  I  opened  it  and  went  in,  and  found  the  woman  laying  down  on  her 
back  ;  her  tongue  was  out ;  I  sent  for  some  hartshorn ;  in  the  meantime  I  had  got  a  light ; 
I  took  bold  of  both  her  arms,  and  found  her  pulse  perfectly  good ;  I  said  to  the  woman 
herself,  **  What  fun  is  this  you  are  making,  my  woman  ?  Nothing  is  the  matter  with  you." 
In  the  meantime  the  hartshorn  came;  I  put  about  two-thirds  of  a  teaspoonful  of  hartshorn 
in  a  teaspoon,  and  mixed  it  with  some  water  and  put  it  in  her  mouth  ;  I  then  mixed  some 
hartshorn  and  water  in  a  pan,  which  I  sprinkled  with  my  fingers  on  her  face ;  I  also  took 
some  hartshorn  in  a  spoon,  dipped  my  fingers  in  it  and  rubbed  her  temples  ;  in  the  mean- 
time I  let  one  drop  eo  into  one  of  her  eyes  :  she  immediately  set  up  a  roaring,  put  her 
tongue  in,  and  turned  herself  on  her  side ;  I  made  the  doctor-woman  still  keep  on  rubbing 
her  with  a  little  hartshorn  and  water ;  I  staid  there  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an 
boar,  and  went  away ;  I  told  the  doctor-woman  to  remain  there  all  night.  The  midwife 
was  not  at  the  hothouse  at  all  when  I  was  there;  I  never  saw  her  there  on  the  occasion, 
nor  never  sent  for  her.  The  woman  never  spoke  nor  raised  herself  up,  she  only  turned ; 
the  next  morning  I  went  to  the  hothouse. 

Eleanor  Fisher,  recalled. —  I  am  certain  that  the  busha  came  down  when  the  noise  was 
great ;  he  went  into  the  hothouse,  and  I  went  at  the  same  time  a  little  before  him ;  busha 
was  rubbing  the  woman  with  hartshorn,  and  while  he  was  doing  that  I  stood  up  without 
doing  anything  quite  near  him.  All  went  in  together,  and  before  busha  began  to  rub  her 
down  with  hartshorn,  I  took  the  handkerchief  off  the  doctor-woman's  head  and  tied  round 
Eliza  Christie's  stomach,  to  make  the  child  go  down. 

Mr.  Arkinstall,  in  continuation. — ^The  midwife  might  have  done  what  she  said,  but 
I  never  saw  her;  I  cannot  say,  but,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I  don't  think  the  doors 
to  the  men  and  women's  apartments  were  locked.  I  heard  the  people  talking  about  kicks, 
but  I  saw  none ;  I  was  not  in  the  passage  at  all ;  I  was  outside.  I  did  not  consider  that 
the  book-keeper  was  drunk  on  the  night,  neither  was  he  sober;  he  was  not  incapable  to  do 
his  duty ;  he  was  dismissed  a  day  or  two  after  the  inquest.  Mr.  Anderson,  the  attorney, 
came  the  week  following  the  inquest;  I  told  him  the  circumstance,  saying,  I  wished  to 
discharge  him,  and  he  advised  me  to  do  so.  I  told  Dr.  Anderson  that  the  Negroes  were 
quite  dissatisfied  with  him,  and  that  I  was  not  satisfied  at  any  time  with  his  general  beha- 
viour, and  1  thought  it  was  necessary  to  discharge  him.  I  sent  to  the  coroner,  on  the 
death  of  the  woman,  in  conformity  to  the  law,  and,  as  something  was  the  matter  with  him, 
he  sent  to  request  me  to  get  a  magistrate  to  attend  ;  I  then  merely  got  a  few  gentlemen,  as 
I  could  not  get  a  magistrate,  to  see  the  body,  who  would  have  formed  the  jury  had  the 
coroner  attended ;  and  after  they  had  made  a  memorandum  as  to  their  opinion,  finding  the 
negroes  dissatisfied,  I  sent  for  the  coroner;  no  witnesses  called  upon  that  day.  I  might 
have  requested  Captain  T.  A.  Dillon  to  have  attended  as  a  magistrate,  and  I  ought  to  have 
done  so,  but  I  did  not.  The  coroner  came  the  next  day  after  the  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  ; 
the  hothouse  affiiir  was  made  a  special  part  of  the  inquiry ;  I  was  called  upon  to  give  evidence, 
and  stated  all  that  I  knew,  and  answered  all  the  questions  that  were  asked ;  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  stated  all  that  I  have  done  here  this  day ;  I  was  never  asked  the  question 
as  to  the  general  report  of  the  woman  having  received  her  injury  from  the  kick,  and  I  did 
not  think  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  so;  neither  did  I  say  anything  about  the  sum  offered 
to  make  up  the  affair.  I  was  asked  no  questions,  therefore  did  not  say  anything.  I  do  not 
recollect  whether  Robert  Morris  was  examined.  The  jury  assembled  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock,  and  broke  up  between  four  and  five  o'clock.  I  did  not  hear  of  any  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  them ;  I  sent  for  the  people  who  were  examined.  About  the  third 
day  after,  I  went  in  at  night  to  the  hospital ;  Eliza  Christie  came  to  me  and  said,  she 
wanted  to  go  out,  as  she  was  coming  close  to  her  time.  This  was  about  the  19th  of  Octo* 
ber;  she  went  out,  and  died  about  the  22d  November.  I  was  present  when  Margaret 
Christie  began  to  give  her  evidence,  but  not  during  the  whole  ;  in  liact,  the  coroner  would 
not  allow  me  to  stop.  Dr.  Tucker  was  not  present  at  the  coroner's  inquest,  to  my  know- 
ledge ;  I  did  not  see  him,  as  I  was  not  there  the  whole  time;  [  did  not  send  for  Dr. Tucker 
at  all.  The  jurors  sent  for  me,  after  I  went  away,  to  inquire  what  I  knew  about  the  matter 
of  the  woman-in-the-hospital  affair;  I  told  them  that  it  was  a  common  talk  among  the 
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JAMAICA.        negroes  that  the  woman  had  received  injury  from  the  kick;  I  don't  swear  that  I  said  sa 
—  I  did  not  send  for  Mr.  Dow  to  be  present  at  the  inquest. 

Mr.  Joseph  haacSj  recalled. — I  am  certain  that  Doctor  Tucker  was  present  on  the  day 
of  the  inquest  before  the  coroner.  The  jurors  were  Mr.  Crosdale,  of  Cave  River,  who 
was  foreman ;  Mr.  M'Crone,  overseer  of  Greenock ;  Mr.  George  Houghton  Reid,  of  York 
Valley;  Mr.  David  Cammack,  of  Boroughbridge ;  Mr.  William  Wilson,  of  Arbuthnot;  Mr. 
Hymen  Morris,  of  Mount  Nebo ;  Mr.  William  Peart,  overseer  of  May-day ;  Mr.  James 
Dougal,  book-keeper  on  Aboukir ;  Mr.  Elias  Borough,  and  myself.  Mr.  Crosdale,  Mr. 
Reid,  Mr.  Halsall,  Mr.  M'Crone,  and  myself,  were  all  who  were  present  the  first  day. 
Margaret  Christie,  John  Hogg,  Eleanor  Fisher,  Caroline  Hall,  and  Mr.  Arkinstall,  were 
there  the  first  day  and  gave  evidence,  but  of  course  were  not  sworn.  Mr.  Dow  was  there 
all  the  time,  but  he  was  not  examined  the  first  day  as  far  as  I  can  recollect;  he  was  also 
there  the  whole  time  the  second  day,  but  I  am  not  certain  whether  he  was  examined.  As 
soon  as  the  inquest  assembled,  Mr.  Arkinstall  was  there  from  the  commencement  to  the 
close  of  the  proceedings,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  Margaret  Christie  told  the  jurors 
that  her  sister  had  received  a  kick,  and  the  jurors  then  tried  to  find  out  if  there  was  any 
evidence  to  prove  that  such  was  the  fact. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Arkinstall  was  asked  whether  (after  the  evidence  given 
by  Margaret  Christie,  with  respect  to  the  kick)  he  had  brought  forward  every  person  who 
could  give  evidence  upon  the  subject? — Idon't  know  whether  he  was  asked  that  question, 
but  the  question  was  asked,  "  Is  there  any  more  evidence  ?  "  This  was  asked  by  the  jurors, 
but  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  question  was  put  to  Mr.  Arkinstall;  we  looked  round  a 
long  time,  and  as  no  further  evidence  was  adduced,  we  gave  our  verdict. 

Did  or  did  not  the  circumstance  related  respecting  the  kick,  occupy  the  serious  attention 
of  the  jury  ? — No,  it  did  not.     Upon  further  consideration  Mr.  Isaacs  said,  *'  Yes,  it  did." 

To  Mr.  Arkinstall.  Were  all  the  persons  who  happened  to  be  in  the  hothou;^*}  as  patients 
on  the  evening  of  the  alleged  inquiry,  sent  for  to  give  evidence  before  the  jury 'N— They 
were. 

Who  was  it  that  called  to  vou  out  of  the  hothouse  on  your  going  away,  about  the  kick 
Eliza  Christie  received  ? — I  <fo  not  know. 

Was  it  Robert  Morris  ? — He  is  a  forward  man,  as  likely  to  be  him  as  anybody. 

How  many  men  were  in  the  hospital  on  the  night  in  question? — I  think  it  was  two. 

Was  Robert  Morris  one  of  them  ? — He  was. 

Was  Robert  Morris  sent  for  to  give  evidence  on  the  inquest? — Yes,  he  was  sent  forj 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  gave  evidence  or  not. 

Robert  Morris  being  a  busy,  forward  man,  was  it  not  likely,  as  he  was  in  the  hothouse, 
that  he  would  know  as  much  of  the  afiair  as  anybody  ? — Yes. 

Was  Fidelia  Walker  in  the  hospital  at  the  time  of  the  kick  ;  and  was  she  sent  for  to  give 
evidence  ? — She  was  in  the  hothouse  and  was  sent  for ;  but  whether  she  came  and  gave  ber 
evidence  I  do  not  know* 

Mr.  Arkinstall  said,  I  remember  seeing  the  book-keeper^  Mr.  Dow,  wrestling  for  a  gun 
with  Thomas  Gordon,  and  I  took  it  away  from  both ;  it  was  not  loaded.  I  heard  the 
book-keeper  say  that  Gordon  went  into  his  room  and  took  it  away,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  such  was  the  fact ;  the  people  on  the  day  of  the  inquest  all  came  about  the  house 
where  it  was  held  aftef  shell-blow  for  dinner,  and  they  went  to  the  field  again  on  sheU 
turn  out. 

Henry  Gordon,  House  Servant  at  Cave  Valley ;  sworn. 

I  came  in  with  master  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  afiair  in  the  hothonsei 
and  was  minding  the  horses  in  the  stables.  I  was  in  the  negro  house  when  the  noise  was 
made ;  I  did  not  come  up,  nor  I  did  not  see  anything  of  the  afiair. 

Tuesday,  26  September  1837. 
Dr.  Samuel  Tucker ;  sworn. 

I  attended  an  inquest  at  Cave  Valley,  by  request  of  Doctor  Anderson.    I  did  not  see 
the  body  ;  it  was  an  adjourned  inquest,  and  the  body  had  been  interred  when  I  arrived  ; 
from  what  was  related  to  me,  the  woman  must  have  died  while  giving  birth  to  a  child, 
from  mismanagement;  the  child  lived  some  ei|[^ht  or  ten  days  afterwards;  I  did  not  see 
the  child,  but  1  was  told  that  it  was  healthy.    The  woman  had  been  in  the  hospital  some 
weeks  before   delivery,  and  went  out ;  1  did  not  see  her  for  some  weeks  previously  to 
delivery ;  she  never  complained  to  me.     Some  of  the  people  in  the  hospital  said  that   she 
had  been  kicked  by  a  book-keeper  a  month  or  six  weeks  before  delivery ;  others  affirmed 
that  she  had  not.     Had  she  received  a  kick,  as  stated,  premature  labour'would  have,  imme-* 
diately  taken  place.     Several  of  the  people  who  were  in  the  hospital  were  examined^  but 
they  did  not  agree  in  their  testimony.    The  doctor-woman,  Caroline  Hall,  was  examiued^ 
but  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  nature  of  her  evidence ;  I  do  not  know  that  any  evidence 
was  given  as  to  the  mark  of  a  kick.    The  doctor-woman  was  removed  in  consequence  of 
fault  having  been  found  with  her  by  Mr.  Arkinstall  for  not  attending  properly  to    her 
duties ;  she  never  complained  to  me  about  the  effects  of  any  blow  in  her  stomach ;  she  is 
now  in  the  field  in  the  great  gang,  and  had  been  a  doctor-woman  for  several  years. 

I  have  seen  the  treadmill  at  St.  Ann's  Bay,  and  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
my  brother,  that  no  pregnant  women  ought  to  be  worked  on  it. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  assure  the  Court,  that  in  no  instance  whatever  have  I  refused  to 

attend 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES.  W 

tttend   to  free  children  who  have  been  brought  to  me.     I  have  always  been  ready  to        JAMAICA, 
examine  them  and  give  them  whatever  medicines  I  thought  requisite,  and  I  have  frequently  ....^ 

diiade  up  the  medicines  myself. 

I  think,  from  my  knowledge  as  a  medical  gentleman,  that  the  population  of  this  district 
must  be  increasing. 

Monday,  2d  October  1837. 
Letitia  Campbell,  Apprentice  to  Cave  Valley ;  sworn. 

I  was  in  the  hothouse  the  night  that  Eliza  Christie  got  hurt;  I  was  quite  sick,  lying 
down,  and  I  heard  somebody  tumble  down ;  I  got  up  and  called  to  Robert  Morris  to  light  the 
lamp,  and  see  what  was  the  matter  with  the  woman,  and  call  for  the  midwife.  I  did  not 
say  she  was  dying.  The  men's  room  was  not  locked.  The  woman  did  not  say  anything ; 
she  laid  down  quite  silent  on  the  ground  ;  her  feet  were  towards  the  door,  and  the  head 
inwards.  I  don't  know  what  was  the  cause  of  her  tumbling  down.  When  the  people 
came  in,  lights  were  brought,  and  the  busha  and  the  midwife  came  in.  The  boy  from  the 
buckra's  house  canied  the  light  in.  It  was  Mr.  Dow  that  was  fighting  to  lock  the  door. 
I  was  in  the  corner,  quite  sick  myself,  and  did  not  see  what  was  going  on.  When  the 
busha  and  the  midwife  came  in,  they  moved  the  woman  from  the  door-mouth,  and  I  saw 
the  midwife  take  the  handkerchief  and  lash  the  stomach  down,  which  was  swelled ;  I  also 
saw  her  tongue  out  above  lips.  I  saw  her  after  that ;  she  remained  some  time  in  the  hot- 
house, and  went  out  and  left  me  there.  On  the  night  that  the  affair  took  place  there  was 
a  woman,  named  Jane  Williams,  who  knew  about  it.  I  heard  people  talk  that  Mr.  Dow 
kicked  the  woman,  but  I  was  so  sick  myself,  that  I  could  not  take  notice  of  anything  that 
happened.  I  am  quite  certain  that  Robert  Morris  brought  the  light  into  the  wopnan's 
room  before  the  busha  came.  When  busha  came  in,  he  said,  *^  Don't  make  too  much 
noise;  nothing  is  the  matter  with  the  woman.''  I  heard  the  people  cry  out  before  the 
busha  came,  and  immediately  after  the  woman  tumbled,  **  Mr.  Dow  has  kicked  the 
woman.''  I  heard  Robert  Morris  say,  when  the  busha  was  on  bis  way  coming  in,  "  Lord, 
oh !  poor  girl,  her  tongue  is  out  of  her  mouth ;  she  is  going  to  die."  I  did  not  go  near 
to  the  woman  m^'^elf,  but  sat  up  and  saw  the  state  she  was  in.  I  don't  know  that  the 
busha  was  with  Mr.  JDow  when  he  came  to  lock  the  door,  but  I  heard  when  he  was  fight- 
ing with  the  woman  to  lock  the  door.  I  heard  the  woman  beg  the  book-keeper  not  to 
lock  the  dour ;  and  he  said  he  could  not  keep  it  open,  that  busha  had  ordered  him  to  lock 
it.  Robert  Morris  never  called  to  me  to  hail  the  busha,  nor  did  I  hail  him  ;  it  was  Jane 
Williams  that  hallooed  out,  crying  that  Mr.  Dow  had  kicked  Eliza  Christie,  She  kept  on 
giving  this  out,  and  the  people  came  up. 

iVb^e.— This  woman  gave  her  evidence  in  a  confused  manner. 

Tuesday,  3d  October  1837. 
Thomas  Gordon,  Blacksmith  on  Cave  Valley. 

I  remember  being  at  the  hothouse  on  the  evening  that  £liza  Christie  got  hurt.  I  did 
not  go  inside.  When  I  went  the  door  of  the  hothouse  was  locked.  When  I  saw  the 
people  running,  and  heard  that  Mr.  Dow  had  killed  the  woman,  I  went  up ;  the  people 
were  inside  the  yard,  but  I  did  not  know  how  it  was  opened.  The  morning  after,  I  saw  that 
it  was  broken  open.  The  outside  door  of  the  hothouse  has  a  padlock  on  it,  and  each  of 
the  other  doors  inside  (say  of  the  apartments  of  the  men  and  women),  had  also  a  padlock, 
and  not  a  stocklock,  on  it.  The  outside  gate  had  a  stocklock  on  it.  After  tlie  uproar, 
I  saw  the  bookkeeper,  Mr.  Dow,  with  a  gun  in  his  hand.  He  had  the  key  in  his  pos- 
session previously  to  this,  which  he  gave  to  the  busha,  who  desired  him  to  go  to  his  room 
and  make  himself  easy.  It  was  after  this  that  he  came  out  of  his  room  \vith  the  gun  in 
bis  hand ;  he  came  down  with  it,  and  the  people  all  called  out,  '^  There  is  Mr.  Dow  with  a 
gun  in  his  hand."     I  then  went  and  took  it  away  from  him. 

On  a  question  from  the  Court,  whether  Mr.  Dow  was  then  sober  ?  witness  replied,  "  I 
can't  say  whether  he  was  rightly  sober;  but  sometimes  in  the  evening  he  always  has  a 
little  grog."  When  I  went  to  take  the  gun  from  him  he  struggled  to  keep  it.  i  don't 
know  whether  it  was  loaded.  After  taking  it  from  him^  he  went  back  to  his  room  and 
began  feeling  about,  as  if  looking  for  something ;  and  I  then  carried  the  gun  to  the  busha's 
liouse.  Busha  went  at  that  time  in  a  room  getting  some  medicine.  Mr.  Dow  followed 
me,  and  struggled  again  to  get  possession  of  tne  gun.  I  said  I  would  not  give  it  to  him, 
but  busha.  In  trying  to  get  possession  of  the  gun  he  fell  down.  Busha  came  out  and 
said,  **  Give  me  the  gun."  1  did  so,  and  he  put  it  away.  After  this  I  heard  Mr.  Campbell 
say,  "  What  are  these  negroes  doing  here?  They  had  belter  go  away,  for  I  have  seen  in 
Saint  James's  better  negroes  than  tncm  shot  in  martial  law;"  but  I  did  not  hear  him  say 
anything  to  Mr.  Dow  about  shooting  them.  Wben  everything  was  done  I  went  into  the 
hothouse  room,  and  heard  the  busha  desire  the  hothouse  to  be  cleared,  and  nobody  left 
there  but  the  doctor-woman  and  midwife,  so  that  air  may  get  in.  I  did  not  go  very  near 
to  the  woman  myself,  and  I  did  not  hear  anything  particular  said  of  the  cause  of  her  illness. 
I  saw  her  after  she  came  from  the  hothouse ;  she  was  sitting  down  near  the  irashbouse, 
and  appeared  as  women  generally  do  when  heavily  advanced  in  pregnancy*  1  was  not 
called  to  give  evidence  at  the  inquest,  but  1  belike  tliat  John  Hogg  was.  I  do  not  re- 
member particularly  who  were  called.     I  was  near  the  house  when  the  inquest  was  held ; 
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JAMAICA.  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  when  the  people  drew  off  work  in  the  evening.  I  did  not  see  any  of  the 
.«— .  *  people  go  about  the  house  during  the  day.  I  did  not  remain  at  tlie  hoxi%e  where  I  was 
working  at  shell-blow.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Arkinstall  come  out  to  go  to  the  field ;  and  I 
think,  if  he  had,  that  I  must  have  seen  him.  Mr.  Arkinstall  came  out  in  the  evening  iito 
the  passage  to  give  orders  to  the  people  as  usual,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  inquest  vas 
over  at  that  time.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  the  doctor  on  the  day  of  the  inquest;  but  he 
might  have  been  there  without  my  seeing  him. 

(See  Enclosure  for  copy  of  coroner's  inquest.) 

Wednesday,  4th  October  1837. 

Mr.  George  Hakall,  Overseer  on  Aboukir;  sworn. 

I  remember  being  at  an  inquest  on  a  female  at  Cave  Valley ;  the  body  was  so  oSSensivc 
that  I  did  not  examine  it  particularly.  I  was  there  on  both  days,  bat  I  am  not  certain 
whether  it  was  the  first  or  second  day  that  I  saw  the  body.  Mr.  Rose,  the  coroner,  was 
there  the  first  day ;  I  am  certain  of  that ;  he  was  there  also  the  second  day.  The  jury 
could  not  go  through  their  business  the  first  day,  ha? ing  met  late,  and  it  was  adjourned  until 
the  next  day,  when  the  same  jury  met  between  nine  andten  o'clock,  and  closed  proceedingi 
about  noon ;  it  was  pretty  early,  as  I  sat  the  same  day  on  another  inquest,  to  which  I  was 
summoned  on  my  way  home.  Evidence  was  before  the  jury  that  the  deceased  had 
cohabited  with  the  book-keeper,  Mr.  Dow,  and  that,  in  a  dispute  between  them,  he  had 
kicked  her.  Such  is  the  impression  on  my  mind  now ;  but  I  wish  to  be  understood  at 
speaking  doubtfully.  This  evidence  was  given  by  a  negro  woman,  who  spoke  of  it  pas* 
sionately;  but  I  am  not  certain  as  to  whether  she  had  spoken  of  it  as  within  her  own 
knowledge.  I  think  that  the  inquest  was  adjourned  in  consequence  of  the  nnmber  of  wit- 
nesses to  be  examined,  who  might  have  exceeded  half  a  dozen,  but  not  more  than  ten. 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  any  of  the  people  who  were  in  the  hospital  at  the  time,  with  the 
exception  of  the  doctor-woman,  were  examined.  There  was  not  anything  like  a  numerous 
assemblage  of  negroes  around  the  overseer's  house  during  the  holding  or  the  inquest.  It 
appeared  to  me  that  the  investigation  was  full,  and  that  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  of 
the  witnesses  having  been  kept  back.    I  remember  that  one  of  the  relatives  of  the  deceased 

fave  evidence,  but  whether  she  was  the  person  who  I  have  said  spoke  passionately  or  not 
cannot  tell.  She  attributed  the  death  of  the  deceased  to  the  kick.  The  kick  received 
by  the  deceased  was  not  denied.  The  circumstance  of  the  kick  occupied  much  of  the 
attention  of  the  jurors,  and  made  a  serious  impression  on  my  own  mind.  Doctor  Tucker 
was  in  attendance,  but  whether  on  both  days  or  one,  and  which  of  the  days,  1  cannot  say. 
When  a  witness  was  dismissed,  the  question  was  asked, ''  Is  there  any  other  evidence  r 
This  is  the  usual  rule,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  its  being  departed  from.  I  should 
think  it  probable  that  this  question  was  put  to  Arkinstall.  The  verdict  was  unanimoas, 
and  the  jury  principally  guided  in  their  decision  by  the  evidence  of  Doctor  Tucker. 
Mr.  Arkinstall  was  backwards  and  forwards  during  the  investigation,  and  I  have  np  recol- 
lection of  his  being  ordered  by  the  coroner  to  withdraw.  I  took  down  the  evidence 
decidedly  on  the  first  day,  and  my  impression  is  that  1  carried  it  through  the  second  day. 
I  am  almost  confident  that  I  did  so. 


Jamaica,  ss.  St.Ann'8. 

COPY  OF  EVIDENCE! 

Taken  on  an  Inquest  held  on  the  Body  of  an  Apprentice,  named  Eliza  Christie^  at  Ccme 
VaUey,  on  the  a6th  and  27 tn  November  1835. 

Eleanor  Fisher j  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  that  on  Sunday  last,  while  she  was  getting  the 
overseer's  dinner,  she  was  sent  for,  as  she  acts  as  midwife,  to  Eliza  Christie,  who  was  in 
travail;  could  not  go  immediately,  but  went  soon  afterwards;  found  that  the  child  was 
bom,  and  that  her  aid  did  not  appear  to  be  requisite.  Witness  afterwards  saw  Lucinda 
gathering  herbs  for  the  woman  (deceased),  as  she  said  that  the  after-birth  had  not  come 
away.  Witness  then  went  to  assist,  but  was  too  late,  as  the  after-birth  did  not  come 
away.  The  mother  of  the  deceased  told  deponent  that  the  pains  of  labour  came  on  on 
Saturday  nisht;  and  on  deponent's  asking  her,  '*  Why  she  had  not  at  once  sent  for  herf' 
she  replied  that "  it  was  raining;"  to  which  witness  replied,  "  Was  I  sugar  or  salt,  I  would 
have  gone  if  I  had  been  called."  Witness  then  asked  Margaret  Christie,  sister  to  the 
deceased,  why  she  had  not  called  her?  Her  reply  was,  that  "  her  mother  had  kept  every- 
thing to  herself/'  Deponent  applied  such  remedies  as  appeared  to  be  necessary,  bat  m 
vain.     Deceased  died  in  the  presence  of  deponent.    The  child,  a  male,  is  still  living. 

her 
(signed)        Eleanor  x  FiAer.      (l.s.) 
mark. 

Caroline  Hall,  being  duly  swoni,  deposes  that  she  is  doctress,  or  hospital-attendant,  and 
heard  the  midwife,  on  leaving  the  house  of  the  deceased,  say  that  Eliza  Christie  was  dead.* 
Deponent  expressed  her  surprise,  the  child  having  been  bom  some  hours ;  went  to  the 
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hooBQ  of  the  deceased,  and  foand  ber  body  quite  cold.    Deceased,  about  a  month  pre*        JAMAICA. 

viously  to  her  lyiog-in,  applied  to  the  overseer  for  time  to  procure  necessaries  (meaning  to  

be  excused  from  work),  which  was  granted.    Deponent  saw  the  child,  who  was  quite 
hearty;  went  with  the  book-keeper,  Mr.  Campbell,  to  see  the  deceased. 

her 
(signed)        Caroline  X  Hall,    (l.s.) 
mark. 

Margaret  Christie,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes*  that  she  is  sister  to  the  deceased.  About 
two  months  since,  she  was  called  to  see  the  deceased  in  the  hospital ;  went,  but  could  not 
obtain  immediate  access,  the  outer^gate  being  locked :  was  again  called,  hearing  that  her 
sister  was  not  likely  to  hve ;  applied  to  the  overseer  for  the  key  of  the  gate,  but  was 
refused.  Heard  people  in  the  hospital  cry  out  that  her  sister  had  been  kicked  by  Mr.  Dow ; 
this  occurred  at  night ;  that  deceased  entered  the  hospital  on  Friday,  and  left  it  (at  her  own 
request)  on  the  Sunday  following.  Deceased  went  home ;  being  pregnant,  was  not  required 
to  do  any  work  until  she  lay  in.  That  Mr.  Dow  had  given  her  (deponent)  an  order  on  Mr. 
Joseph  Isaacs  for  3/.,  as  a  compromise  for  a  kick,  which  she  beard  that  her  sister  had 
received  from  him ;  deponent  had  previously  applied  to  the  special  justice  (Mr.  Dillon)  to  ^ 
investigate  the  assault ;  that  he  gave  her  a  letter  to  the  oyerseer,  which  she  delivered.  On 
the  Friday  previous  to  the  deceased  lying-in,  deponent  gave  her  the  order,  which  she  (the 
deceased)  took  to  Mr.  Isaacs,  at  Castleton.  On  Sunday,  deponent's  mother  sent  for  her, 
saying  that  her  sister  (the  deceased)  was  in  labour;  the  infant  was  born  in  the  presence  of 
deponent;  deceased  fainted,  but  soon  recovered.  The  midwife  did  come  immediately,  but 
OD  coming,  asked  deponent's  mother  '' Why  she  had  not  been  summoned  earlier?"  to 
which  she  replied,  "  That  she  did  not  think  the  case  so  urgent,  that  the  midwife  did  ber 
ntaiost,  but  could  not  succeed ;  and  the  after-birth  did  not  come  away. 

his 
(signed)        Margaret  +  Christie,  (l.s.) 
mark. 

P^ggy  Christie,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes,  that  she  is  the  mother  of  the  deceased ;  she 
fifly  corroborates  the  evidence  of  the  preceding  witness  in  every  particular.  And  further 
states,  that  on  the  Friday  previous  to  the^deceased  lying-in,  she  (^e  deceased)  did  of  her 
own  accord  take  and  present  to  Mr.  Isaacs,  at  Castleton,  an  order  given  to  her  by  Mr. 
Dow,  for  goods  to  the  amount  of  3  /.,  as  a  compromise  for  the  assault,  which  Mr.  Dow  had 
committed  on  the  person  of  the  deceased. 

his 
(signed)        JP^ggJf  +  Christie,  (l.s.) 
mark: 

John  Hogg,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes,  that  about  three  weeks  prior  to  the  lying-in  of 
the  deceased,  he  was  alarmed  in  the  night,  by  an  outcry  that  Eliza  Christie  was  dead. 
Deponent  went  to  the  hospital  with  the  overseer,  who  gave  her  spirits  of  hartshorn,  and  she 
recovered ;  00  the  following  morning  she  left  the  hospital.  On  the  Thursday  previous  to 
her  death,  deponent  saw  the  deceased  on  the  road  to  Cave  River,  and  she  did  not  appear 
to  have  any  ailment.  When  deponent  went  to  the  hospital  with  the  overseer,  he  asked 
what  was  the  matter  with  Eliza  Cliristie ;  and  was  told  that  she  had  been  kicked  by  Mr. 
Dow.     Deponent  saw  the  deceased  on  Friday  evening  last,  on  her  return  from  Castleton. 

his 
(signed)        John  +  Hogg,  (l.8.) 
mark. 

Adam  Arkinstall  (overseer  of  Cave  Valley),  being  duly  sworn,  deposes,  that  about  the 
21st  of  October  he  visited  the  hospital  as  usual  at  night,  to  see  the  door  locked;  some  of 
the  inmates  (the  deceased  and  others),  refusing  to  be  confined.  The  book-keeper,  Mr. 
Dow  (whose  duty  it  was  to  lock  the  hospital  at  night),  did  push  some  one  in  the  crowd, 
aa  did  the  constable,  but  who  were  so  pushed,  deponent  could  not  discriminate,  it  being 
about  dusk.  Three  days  subsequently,  the  deceased  came  to  deponent,  stating  that  she 
was  within  a  month  of  ber  confinement,  and  applied  for  that  time  to  prepare  for  her  delivery, 
which  leave  was  granted.  At  that  time,  deceased  did  not  appear  to  have  sustained  any 
injury;  and  deponent  did  not  see  her  again  until  after  her  death,  nor  was  he  made  aware  of  ^ 

h^  lying-in  until  then. 

(signed)        Adam  ArkinstaU. 

Joseph  Isaacs,  being  duly  sworn,  deposetb,  that  on  Friday  the  20th  instant,  Eliza  Christie^ 
an  apprentice  to  Cave  Valley,  presented  to  him  at  Castleton,  an  order  drawn  by  Mr.  Dow, 
in  her  favour,  Jor  merchandize  to  the  amount  of  3/.;  that  at  that  time  she  appeared  far 
advanced  in  pregnancy;  was  cheerful  and  laughing. 

(signed)        Joseph  Isaacs,  (l.s.) 

Samuel  Tucker,  m.d.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes,  that  he  is  medical  practitioner  for  Cave 
Valley,  but  was  not  present  at  the  delivery  of  Eliza  Christie ;  thinks  it  probable  that  she 
died  (as  often  occurs)  from  iniernfii  hemorrhage. 

Iq  reply  to  the  question,  "  What  would  be  the  probable  effects  of  a  woman,  far  advanced 
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JAMAIOA.       in  pregnancy,  receitinff  a  Wow  or  kick  in  the  belly?  states,  that  the  probable  effeeta 
— —  would  be  premature  child-birtb,  and  the  infant  would  be  materially  injured. 

(signed)        Samuel  Tucker,  UJ), 

The  foregoine  evidence  was  taken  at  Cave  Valley  on  the  26tb,  and  (by  adjournment) 
27th  of  November  1835,  before  me, 

(signed)        S.  W.  Rose,  (l,s.) 

Coroner  of  Su  Ann's* 

The  following  commuBicationa  relative  to  the  inquest  held  at  Cave  Valley,  on  the  body 
of  Eliza  Christie,  were  forwarded  to  the  Commissioners  at  Falmouth  from  St.  Ann's  Bay, 
by  S.  W.  Rose,  Esc}.,  coroner  of  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's^  to  whom  the  evidence  taken  on 
that  case  was  submitted,  at  the  time  of  the  sitting  of  the  Commission  at  St.  Ann's  Bay. 

Sir,  Farm>  St.  Ann's,  October  14, 1837. 

Conformably  to  my  promise,  I  transmit  copies  of  letters  respecting  the  inquest  at  Cave 
Valley,  on  the  26th  and  27th  of  November  1835,  which  will  show  the  cause  of  its  not 
being  sooner  held.  Having  carefully  revised  the  depositions  which  I  took  on  that  occa* 
sion,  1  must  request  that  you  will  again  refer  to  those  of  Margaret  Christie  (sister  of  the 
deceased),  of  reggy  Chnstie  (mother  of  the  deceased),  and  of  John  Hogg ;  the  first  of 
whom  states,  that  on  the  Friday  previous  to  the  deceased  lying-in,  deponent  gave  her  the 
order  which  she  (the  deceased)  took  to  Mr.  Isaacs  at  Castleton  ;  the  second,  that  00  the 
Friday  previous  to  the  deceased  lying-in,  she  (the  deceased)  did,  of  her  own  accord,  take 
and  present  to  Mr.  Isaacs,  at  Castleton,  an  order  given  her  by  Mr.  Dow  for  3  /. ;  and  the 
third,  that  on  Thursday  previous  to  her  death  he  saw  the  deceased  on  the  road  to  Cave 
River,  who  did  not  appear  to  have  any  ailment ;  and  further,  that  he  saw  the  deceased  on 
Friday  evening  last  on  her  return  from  Castleton,  which  fully  corroborates  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Isaacs,  and  proves  that  the  deceased  had  two  days  before  her  death  gone  to  Castleton, 
a  distance  of  more  than  two  miles,  upon  a  steep  hill.  As  to  the  discrepaney  between  his 
deposition  which  I  took,  and  that  taken  by  yon  (with  a  perusal  of  which  you  politely 
favoured  me),  I  think  that  you,  and  any  otbier  impartial  judge,  will  agree  with  me  in 
opinion  that  more  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  a  deposition  relative  to  any  case  made  on  ibe 
sixth  day  after  it  occurred,  than  the  one  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  two  years.  The  only  causey 
therefore,  to  which  I  can  in  common  charity  attribute  the  above-mentioned  discrepai^y, 
is  the  memory  of  Mr.  Isaacs  having  failed  him. 

I  have,  SiCk 
George  Gordon,  Esq.,  8ic.  &c.  (signed)        5.  W.  Rose,  Coroner. 

Sir,  Cave  Valley,  Nov.  23,  1835. 

A  woman  has  died  suddenly  in  child-bed  ;  your  attendance  is,  therefore,  required  to  hold 
an  inquest  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  body.    * 

I  am,  8cc. 
S.  W.  Rose,  Esq.  ("gned)        Adam  ArldnttalL 

Sir,  St.  Ann's  Bay,  Nov.  23,  1835. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  a  woman's  dying  iu  child- 
birth is  not  a  subject  for  an  inquest,  unless  that  had  been  caused  by  an  accident  or  act  of 
violence,  neither  of  which  have  you  stated  to  have  been  the  case. 

1  remain.  Sec. 
Mr.  Arkinstall.  (signed)         S.  IF.  Bow. 

Sir,  Cave  Valley,  Nov.  24,  1835. 

Your  favour  I  have  duly  received,  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  Negroes  are 
quite  dissatisfied,  and  request  that  you  will  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  view  the  body. 
The  body  has  been  seen  by  the  following  gentlemen :  viz.,  Thomas  Crosdaile,  Joseph  Isaacs, 
Elias  Borough,  R.  W.  Linton,  and  Hyman  Morris.     *^  ^^ 

S.  W.  Rose,  Esq.  I  am,  &c.  >, 

(signed)        Adam  ArlanstalL 

Sir,  Farm,  Nov.  25,*  1835. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  I  repeat  (as  I  stated,  in  reply^^o  your 
letter  of  the  22d  instant),  that  a  woman's  dying  in  child-birth  is  not  a  subject  for  an^inquest, 
unless  there  were  grounds  for  suspecting  that  the  pains  of  labour  were  brought  on  |by  some 
accident  or  act  of  violence,  of  neither  of  which  you  make  the  slightest  mention,  mt  hare 
you  made  any  such  representation  in  your  letter  by  the  bearer.  As  you  state,  L^wever, 
that  the  "  Negroes  on  the  estate  are  quite  dissatisfied,"  (on  what  account  you  havel  left  me 
to  guess),  1  think  it  probable  that  there  may  be  grounds  for  inquiry,  and  I  am  surprised 
that  you  did  not  immediately,  on  hearing  from  me,  send  for  the  nearest  magistrate  to  o  JBciate^ 
in  order  to  prevent  a  further  loss  of  time.  As  that,  however,  has  not  been  done,  I  shVll  use 
my  best  endeavour  to  be  at  Cave  Valley  to-morrow  forenoon,  and  I  hope  that  you  wilyose 
'   no  time  in  sending  for  a  medical  man,  whose  attendance  is  indispensably  necessary.    ^ 

I  am,  &c. 

Mr.  Arkinstall.  (signed)        S.  IV.  i?J 
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My  dear  Anderson,  St.  Ann's  Bay,  Nov.  33,  1835.  JAMAICA. 

Having  on  my  way  from  Mount  Pleasant  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Arkmstall,  stating  .— «. 

that  a  woman  belonging  to  Cave  Valley  had  died  in  child-birth,  and  requiring  my  attendance 
to  hold  an  inquest,  1  have  written  to  him,  that,  according  to  his  statement  of  the  case,  it 
was  not  a  0t  subject  for  one.  Were  I  hold  to  inquests,  m  such  cases,  I  should  justly  be 
accused  of  imposing  on  the  public. 

In  haste,  I  remain,  &c. 
John  Anderson,  Esq.,  Wilton.  (signed)        S.  W.  Ron. 


Enclosure  21,  in  No.  60.  End.  91.  in  No.  50. 

Susan  Whiie*s  Case,  of  Dunbarton. 
MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE 

Taken  at  Browtd  Totsm,  in  St.  Asm^s  Parish,  in  the  case  of  an  Apprenticed  Labourer  to 

Dunbarton  Estate,  named  Susan  White. 

Saturday,  23  September  1837. 

Susan  White,  Apprentice  to  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

I  RECOLLECT  beine  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  I  was  chained  to  Amelia  Lawrence;  I  was 
five  months  advanced  in  pregnane v  when  I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse,  and  miscbanced 
two  months  after  I  came  out.  [Witness  here  detailed  the  treatment  she  received  in  the 
workhouse,  for  which,  see  page  33  of  evidence  relating  to  the  narrative.]  I  went  out  of 
the  workhouse  on  a  Sunday,  and  returned  home;  I  had  a  great  pain  in  my  hip,  and  it  took 
me  Monday  or  Tuesday  before  I  could  reach  home.  I  could  not  walk  fast  in  consequence 
of  the  injury  I  received  in  my  hip,  and  elsewhere,  in  the  workhouse.  When  I  got  home  my 
&ee  was  all  swelled,  and  I  complained  to  Mr.  Mallett,  the  busha,  that  I  was  sick,  but  he 
ordered  me  out  to  work ;  next  day  I  went  to  the  workhouse ;  Dr.  Edward  Tucker  attends 
Dunbarton.  I  stopped  in  the  hothouse  two  or  three  days,  and  they  turned  me  out.  My 
jaw  stilt  continuea  to  hurt  me,  and  I  didn't  know  what  to  do  with  it ;  at  last  I  went  to 
the  doctor ;  I  did  not  see  him  at  his  house,  but  met  him  on  my  way  back ;  he  gave  me  a 
Bote  to  busha,  who  allowed  me  to  go  to  the  hothouse.  It  was  two  weeks  before  Christ- 
mas when  I  went  out  of  the  workhouse;  I  was  in  the  hothouse  when  I  was  seized  with 
pains,  and  I  mischaneed  there  in  the  month  of  February^  After  that  my  Jaw  got  very  bad 
indeed.  Some  of  the  people  said  to  me,  **  Your  face  is  burning."  In  spite  of  this  I  was 
turned  out  to  work.  As  the  jaw  got  worse  and  worse  I  complained  to  Dr.  Tucker,  who 
said  he  would  speak  to  busha;  he  did  so,  and  I  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  my  jaw 
worked  out,  until  the  doctor  was  forced  to  cut  the  part  away  that  was  hanging  ioose» 
The  pains  in  my  jaw  only  commenced  after  I  came  out  of  the  workhouse;  I  never  had  an^ 
pains  there  before;  I  never  took  any  calomel  to  affect  my  jaw;  nothing  ever  troubled  it 
nntil  I  came  out  of  the  workhouse ;  I  have  never  been  well  from  that  time  until  last  month. 
[Witness  then  went  into  a  further  detail  of  the  discipline  of  the  workhouse,  and  related 
sundry  instances  of  the  libidinous  dispositions  of  the  drivers  and  boatswains,  for  which, 
see  continuation  of  her  evidence,  in  page  33  of  the  testimony  taken  in  relation  to  the  nar- 
lative  of  James  Williams.]  I  shall  now  state  why  I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse ;  the  first 
time  I  was  in  the  hospital,  and  the  negroes  in  the  field  had  done  a  bad  day's  work,  Mr« 
Turner,  the  master,  was  there,  and  told  them  that  sooner  than  take  them  to  the  magistrate, 
if  tliev  would  give  him  one  day  in  payment  he  would  be  satisfied,  as  that  would  be  better 
Uian  losing  five  days,  which  the  magistrate  would  sentence  them  to.  On  the  day  that 
they  worked  (the  day  for  the  bad  work),  I  came  out  of  the  hospital,  and  the  overseer 
ordered  me  to  go  and  work  with  them ;  I  told  him  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  I 
was  not  with  the  people  when  they  did  the  bad  work.  I  therefore  refused  to  go,  and  went 
to  my  erouud.  I  told  busha  that  I  had  just  come  out  of  the  hothouse,  and  as  the  day  was 
mine,  I  must  go  to  my  ground  to  get  victuals  for  my  children;  that  I  had  not  made  any 
agreement  with  the  rest  to  pay  back  any  day ;  I  have  had  seven  children ;  three  of  them 
are  now  alive.  After  my  mischance  I  went  so  soon  into  the  field  that  I  took  a  cold,  and 
was  obliged  to  take  a  great  quantity  of  physic ;  tlie  driver  then  put  me  to  cut  chop-chops, 
and  I  told  him  that  that  was  the  work  J  ought  to  have  been  put  to  at  first,  as  I  was  sick 
so  long.  I  had  a  hen  which  got  into  the  cane  piece ;  I  sent  my  little  son  to  look  after  it, 
and  as  he  did  not  return  soon,  I  went  to  leok  for  him  ;  a  boy,  by  the  name  of  Henry  James, 
ran  and  told  him  that  I  was  coming  to  look  for  him,  which  so  alarmed  him  that  h^  jumped 
over  a  high  wall,  and  frightened  me  a  great  deal.  I  found  fault  witli  Henry  James  for 
alarming  my  child ;  and  as  I  spoke  to  him  rather  loud,  the  lad's  parents  got  vexed  and 
asked  me  what  right  I  had  to  be  there  from  my  house.  We  got  speaking  together,  and 
bnsha  sent  down  to  ask  what  the  noise  was  about.  Henry  James's  uncle,  who  was  the 
boatswain,  said  that  it  was  me  making  it,  and  the  overseer  sent  to  desire  him  to  bring  me 
tip.  On  going  up  I  spoke  to  the  busha,  and  he  ordered  me  into  the  dungeon.  I  asked 
the  boatswain,  before  putting  me  into  the  dungeon,  to  allow  me  to  go  to  my  house  and 
lock  my  door,  as  it  was  open,  and  he  consented  ;  but  I  had  scarce  got  there  when  the 
book-keeper  and  two  constables  came  up,  and  had  me  sent  to  the  dungeon  and  locked  up. 
I  remained  there  till  next  morning  (Saturday)  when  I  was  carried  before  Mr.  Rawlinson 
at  Brown's  Town,  who  tried  me,  and  sent  me  to  the  workhouse  for  10  days,  to  be  placed 
on  the  treadmill  twice  a  day. 

154-  K  K  3  Qnestlo-i 
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Question  at  instance  of  Mr.  Mallet,  the  Overseer.— When  the  noise  waa  making  in  the 
yard,  and  the  boy  was  sent  lo  desire  you  to  come  to  me,  did  you  not  refuse? — ^The  boy 
never  came  to  me,  but  went  to  the  boatswain,  ,and  said  I  was  to  go  up ;  I  then  said  **  Hi ! 
how  can  that  be,  when  I  have  not  done  anything  1^  I,  however,  was  going  along,  and  on 
my  way  the  boy  returned,  and  said,  that  busha  desired  me  to  be  brought  up  by  two  negro 
men,  if  I  wouldn't  come;  I  objected  to  go  at  first. 

When  you  went  to  the  overseer's  house,  did  he  desire  you  to  be  put  in  the  dungeon  ? — 
OvQi'seer  said  I  must  be  locked  up. 

Mr.  Mallei,  in  explanation,  said,  that  he  was  not  aware  that  the  witness  had  been  oat 
of  the  hospital ;  he  desired  the  constable  to  put  her  back,  and  she  refused  to  go ;  he  then 
ordered  her  to  be  locked  up  in  the  hospital,  and  be  taken  to  Brown's  Town  on  the  following 
day.  It  was  usual  to  lock  up  the  hospital  at  night,  except  when  any  person  was  there 
who  was  seriously  ill. 

On  a  ouestion  by  Mr.  Mallett,  through  the  Court,  Susan  White  said,  "  I  don't  remember 
that  Dr.  Tucker  saw  me  when  I  first  was  sent  to  light  work."  In  reply  to  another  question, 
she  said,  **  I  did  not  tell  either  Mr.  Rawlinson  or  the  overseer  that  I  was  with  child  wbeo 
I  was  sent  to  the  workhouse.  The  midwife,  Elizabeth  Redwar,  Mrs.  Gale,  Eleanor  Redwar^ 
Jane  Lynch,  and  Patience  Lawrence,  were  all  aware  of  the  mischance  which  I  had." 

Mr.  John  More,  Book-keeper  on  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

On  the  night  before  the  delivery  of  Susan  White,  Dr.  Tucker  came  to  the  property  and 
prescribed  lo  grains  of  Dover's  powders  for  her;  I  told  her,  '*you  have  taken  a  great 
quantity  of  strong  medicine,  and  I  suspect  that  you  are  with  child ;"  m  fact,  I  did  not  like  to' 
give  her  so  much  physic.  She  said,  that  she  was  not  pregnant,  but  believed  that  she  was 
getting  dropsical,  if  the  doctor  had  known  that  she  was  pregnant,  I  don't  think  that  he 
would  have  given  her  such  strong  medicine;  her  legs  and  thighs  were  much  swollen. 
I  locked  the  hothouse,  and  the  next  morning  the  doctor-woman  came  and  said  to  me, 
"  What  do  you  think  ?  Susan  White  has  a  child  !  Everybody,  even  her  own  brother,  was' 
surprised  at  it."  The  overseer  ordered  rice,  fiour,  sugar,  and  every  other  necessary  for  her  ; 
and  the  doctor  saw  her  two  or  three  days  afterwards  and  administered  medicine.  At  the 
time  that  the  negroes  entered  into  the  compromise,  the  magistrate  had  sentenced  them  to 
pay  back  three  days,  but  Mr.  Turner  said  if  they  would  give  him  back  one  day  he  would 
be  satisfied.  Susan  White  was  positively  not  then  in  the  hospital ;  she  was  planting 
stock-canes  with  the  pregnant  women  ;  no  occurrence  of  the  same  nature  ever  took  place 
a  second  time.  All  the  people  were  not  brought  up  before  the  special  magistrate,  only 
some  of  them.  The  head  driver  and  the  seconddriver  were  sent  for,  and  examined ;  and 
the  gang  was  sentenced  to  the  loss  by  Mr.  Rawlinson  to  pay  back  three  days ;  the  whole 

fang  was  not  present  at  the  trial.  On  one  Saturday  morning  the  people  were  at  work» 
ve  were  absent ;  Susan  White  was  one  of  them,  and  came  about  seven  o'clock ;  she  then 
began  to  abuse  the  driver ;  she  ask'd  what  right  he  had  to  order  her  out  to  work ;  that 
she  was  in  the  hospital,  and  would  not  work  for  anybody ;  I  told  her,  **  You  may  go  away, 
I  don't  care  whether  you  work  or  not ; "  I  told  her  so  because  I  did  not  wish  to  hear  any 
of  her  abuse  ;  she  had  been  at  work  on  the  Friday ;  she  is  in  general  a  very  turbulent 
woman,  one  of  the  most  turbulent  on  the  property.  When  the  overseer  was  in  town,  the 
second  driver  said  that  he  could  not  get  any  work  from  her,  but  that  instead  of  tying  canes 
she  was  abusing  everybody.  I  went  to  the  field,  and  told  her  brother,  who  was  the  head 
driver ;  he  said  that  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  her;  this  was  after  her  return  from 
the  workhouse  when  she  had  been  injured  by  the  fall;  that  same  week  she  complained 
much  of  her  jaw  to  me,  and  Doctor  Tucker  ordered  her  to  wash  it  with  alum  and  water  ; 
I  don't  know  whether  he  had  performed  any  operation  on  it.  When  persons  on  the  pro- 
perty came  to  the  overseer  with  complaints  of  toothache,  he  generally  gave  them  liberty  to 
go  to  Orange  Valley  and  get  the  teeth  drawn  by  a  black  man  there.  Susan  White  was  in 
and  out  of  the  hospital  frequently. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Mallett,  proposed  through  the  Court,  Mr.  More  said, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  quarrel,  last  year,  July,  he  did  not  hear  the  overseer  give  any  orders, 
^  but  he  understood  that  the  order  was  to  lock  up  Susan  White  in  the  hospital ;  he  was  told 
so  by  the  boatswain,  who  is  third  constable.  This  was  about  dusk»  and  it  was  exactly  nine 
o'clock  when  she  was  put  in  the  dungeon.  During  the  interval  she  made  a  great  conten- 
tion with  the  constable.  Witness  said,  "  What  are  you  going  on  in  this  manner  for  ?"  At 
this  time  1  found  her  standing  against  the  door,  setting  the  constable  apparently  at  defiance  ; 
she  said  to  me,  "  As  you  have  come  for  me,  I  will  go." 

M.  Mallett,  Overseer  of  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

When  Susan  White  returned  from  the  workhouse,  I  did  not  see  anything  materially  the 
matter  with  her.  I  never  heard  of  her  having  fallen  off  the  mill  until  a  long  while  after. 
When  she  returned  home  she  said  that  she  was  sick  ;  I  told  her  you  may  either  go  to  work 
or  to  the  hothouse  ;  you  have  your  choice ;  it  was  a  long  while  before  she  complained  of 
her  jaw  ;  it  was  more  than  a  monih,  considerably  more.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
complaint  in  the  jaw,  Dr.  Tucker  said  he  thought  that  the  disease  proceeded  from  the 
immense  quantity  of  calomel  she  had  taken  ;  I  was  not  aware  of  her  being  in  a  state  of 

Cregnancy  ;  I  knew  nothing  of  it  until  after  I  heard  that  she  had  been  delivered ;  her  heedth 
efore  she  went  to  the  workhouse  was  good,  but  she  was  exceedingly  fond  of  gomg  to  the 

hothouse ; 
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hothouse;  she  would  take  any  quantity  of  medicine  provided  she  was  allowed  to  go  to  the        JAMAICA. 

hothouse.  . 

Mr.  More  recalled.— I  am  aware  that  Susan  White  took  calomel  every  time  that  the 
doctor  prescribed  it.  At  the  time  that  she  first  complained  of  her  jaw,  she  told  me  that 
she  had  been  at  a  dance,  and  that  Archibald  Campbell's  wife  was  Jealous  of,  and  had  been 
quarrelling  with  her;  perhaps  the  Court  would  inquire  of  her  where  she  was  that  night; 
she  might  probably  have  received  the  injury  that  night  in  her  jaw.  I  do  not  know  that 
she  was  dancing,  but  I  am  aware  of  the  ouarrel.  I  never  heard  Susan  White  say  that  her 
jnw  had  been  broken  by  the  constable,  William  Redwar. 

The  Rev.  B.  B.  Dexter,  Baptist  Minister  ;  sworn. 

The  statement  respecting  Susan  Wliite's  first  commitment  was  written  by  me,  and  sent  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  it  was  taken  from  her  own  mouth  with  one  exception,  and  that 
relates  to  her  pregnancy  ;  she  did  not  understand  the  question  that  I  put  to  her  on  the  sub- 
ject. When  she  got  out  of  the  room  in  which  I  wrote  her  statement,  she  asked  a  person  stand- 
ing by  what  it  was  that  minister  said  respecting  the  pregnancy*  When  she  was  told,  the  answer 
she  returned,  as  I  was  informed,  was,  that  she  was  seven  months  gone,  and  that  she  was 
delivered  of  a  child  the  day  she  returned  from  the  workhouse.  Whether  she  made  this 
statement  herself,  or  whether  a  mistake  was  made  in  the  delivery  of  it  to  me,  I  don't  know. 
Patience  White  mentioned  to  me,  that  on  the  night  of  the  controversy  her  bnsha  had 
ordered  Susan  White  to  go  to  the  hospital,  and  that  she  refused ;  then  it  was  that  she  was 
ordered  into  the  dungeon  ;  that  the  overseer  had  sent  for  her  to  know  what  business  she 
had  where  she  was  quarrelling,  when  he  thought  that  she  was  in  the  hothouse ;  that  she 
refused  to  go  to  Mr.  Mallett,  till  he  sent  down  to  say  that  if  Lynch  did  not  bring  her  up 
he  would  have  him,  Lvncb,put  into  the  dungeon,  and  taken  to  Brown's  Town.  On  Lynco 
replying  that  he  could  not  bring  her  up,  he  was  ordered  to  get  assistance,  and  she  then 
went  (quietly  up ;  that  Mr.  Mallett  was  going  to  have  her  locked  up  in  the  hospital,  but  aa 
she  refused  to  go,  and  was  tryins;  to  eet  away,  she  was  then  sent  to  the  dungeon.  The 
next  morning  she  was  taken  oefore  Mr.  Rawlinson,  who,  on  hearing  the  evidence,  sen- 
tenced her  to  10  days  on  the  treadmill  and  hard  labour.  This  case  is  attested  1^ 
Patience  White  and  Alexander  Lynch,  the  constable. 

Mr.  Adam  Gtmn,  Overseer  of  Tobolski ;  sworn. 

I  was  formerly  the  overseer  of  Dunbarton  estate;  I  was  oVerseer  therefor  12  years,  and 
lefl  in  1831.  I  knew  Susan  White;  I  considered  that  she  had  a  good  character  at  that 
time,  in  consequence  of  having  come  from  a  very  decent  family.  I  took  her  into  the  house, 
but  her  temper  was  such  that  I  was  under  the  necessity  to  turn  her  out  of  it;  she  was  then 
sent  to  the  neld ;  she  was  the  principal  instigator  of  all  quarrels.  Her  father  and  mother 
were  very  good  people ;  indeed  her  father  was  head-raneer,  and  from  what  I  knew  of  him  and 
the  mother  I  was  induced  to  take  Susan  White  into  tne  house*  I  could  not  keep  her  in 
the  house  from  her  conduct  and  bad  disposition.  She  was  not  punished  much ;  I  fotmd 
that  neither  kindness  nor  harshness  were  available  in  subduing  her  temper* 

Satubdat,30  September  1837. 

Adolphui  Redwar,  Constable  on  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

I  remember  when  the  people  were  doing  bad  work  on  the  property ;  Master  William 
Turner  came  to  the  property,  and  said  that  he  w6uld  agree  to  take  a  day  from  them  instead 
of  taking  them  to  the  magistrate.  Susan  White  said  she  had  no  right  to  pay  the  day,  as 
she  was  in  the  hothouse  and  had  not  missed  any  day. 

William  Redwar,  Apprentice  to  Dunbarton ;  sworn. 

I  remember  the  day  that  insufficient  was  done ;  Susan  White  was  in  the  field ;  she  waa 
in  the  field,  and  had  been  in  the  hothouse  before  that,  but  had  been  at  work  for  two  days 
after  being  turned  out  of  the  hospital.  The  work  complained  of  occupied  the  sang  about 
a  week,  and  she  was  desired,  with  the  rest,  to  pay  back  a  whole  day,  which  she  refused ; 
a  complaint  was  afterwards  made  to  the  magistrate  against  the  whole  gang,  and  he  sen- 
tenced them  to  pay  back  the  time  lost,  which  was  estimated  by  good  judges  to  be  three 
days.    Only  one  day  was  paid,  and  the  people  were  never  called  upon  to  pay  any  more. 
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(No.  209.) 
No.  51 .        Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  I  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  210,  of  the  13th  November,  trans- 
mitting minutes  of  proceedings  imder  a  commission  which  you  had  appointed 
to  investigate,  in  pursuance  of  my  instructions,  the  complaints  stated  in 
"  A  Narrative  of  Events,  since  the  1st  of  August  1834,  by  James  Williams,  an 
Apprenticed  Labourer  in  Jamaica.**  I  have  also  received  your  despatch,  No.  213, 
of  the  same  date,  transmitting  copies  of  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  by 
your  desire  before  the  same  commissioners,  on  certain  additional  complaints  of 
severity  or  cruelty  preferred  against  Mr.  Rawlinson,  late  special  magistrate  at 
Brown^s  Town,  St.  Ann's. 

The  voluminous  nature  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the  commissioners,  and 
which  of  course  required  to  be  minutely  considered,  prevented  my  immediately 
replying  to  your  despatches  on  this  painful  subject,  and  even  now  I  am  unable 
by  the  present  mail  to  enter  at  length  into  many  of  the  points  which  are  raised 
by  this  inquiry,  or  to  inform  you  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  remedy  which 
must  be  applied  to  abuses  such  as  those  which  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the 
result  of  this  investigation.  Having,  however,  given  an  attentive  consideration 
to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  in  these  cases,  I  cannot  delay  to  convey  to  you 
my  entire  approval  of  your  immediate  suspension  of  Mr.  Rawlinson.  Although 
the  commissioners  state  that  he  will  probably  forward  some  explanations  direct 
to  yourself  on  such  parts  of  his  official  conduct  as  he  may  deem  most  to 
require  them,  I  find  that  he  had  the  opportunity  of  offering  to  the  com- 
missioners any  statements  or  evidence  in  his  own  justification,  but  that  he 
declined  to  do  so.  His  conduct  must  therefore  be  judged  by  the  result  of  the 
evidence,  as  it  was  taken ;  and  as  I  see  no  ground  whatever  to  justify  any 
reasonable  doubts  of  the  general  accuracy  of  the  conclusion  at  which  the  com- 
missioners arrived,  or,  consequently,  of  the  unfitness  of  Mr.  Rawlinson  for  the 
pffice  yhich  he  has  unfortunately  held  since  the  month  of  January  1835,  I 
liave  no  hesitation  in  confirming  his  suspension,  and  directing  the  revocation  of 
his  commission.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  his  misconduct  was  not 
sooner  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  executive  government,  for  I  am  confident 
that  if  either  the  Marquis  of  Sligo  or  yourself  had  possessed  any  information  of 
the  gross  mal-administration  of  titi^  law  of  which  Mr.  Rawlinson  appears  to  have 
been  guilty,  an  inquiry  would  immediately  have  been  instituted,  and  much  of 
the  suffering  and  oppression  which  has  been  inflicted  through  his  agency,  or 
with  his  concurrence,  would  thus  have  been  prevented.  You  state,  indeed,  in  your 
despatch.  No.  210,  that  Mr.  Rawlinson's  conduct  to  James  Williams  had  been 
previously  reported  to  this  office  by  Lord  Sligo,  but,  after  the  most  diligent 
search,  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  any  such  report  among  the  records  of  the 
office.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  in  March  1836,  Lord  Sligo  brought  to  my  notice 
an  adjudication  by  Mr.  Rawlinson,  in  the  case  of  James  Rattray,  of  Owen's,  upon 
which  Lord  Sligo  very  properly  thought  it  his  duty  to  animadvert  as  illegal  and 
open  to  just  censure ;  but  in  reporting  that  case  to  me,  your  predecessor  expressed 
his  conviction  that  Mr.  Rawlinson's  conduct  on  that  occasion  had  evidently^ 
arisen  from  a  mistake,  and,  owing  to  the  high  opinion  which  he  expressed  of  Mr. 
Rawlinson,  I  was  inducefl>  at  his  Lordship's  suggestion,  to  abstain  from  any  further 
interference  in  the  matter.  The  following  are  the  terms  in  which  Lord  Sligo 
then  expressed  himself  to  me  with  reference  to  Mr.  Rawlinson :  "  There  cannot 
be  a  more  honest  or  upright  gentleman  than  Mr.  Rawlinson,  one  more  attentive  to 
his  duties,  pr  to  appearance  possessed  of  more  common  sound  good  sense." 

The  despatch  from  which  these  words  are  extracted  contains  the  only  specific 
allusion  to  Mr.  Rawlinson's  conduct  which  I  have  been  able  to  trace  in  the 
cprrespondence  with  yoiir  predecessor  or  yourselif.  The  result  of  the  present 
inquiry  affords  a  lamentable  proof  that,  even  with  the  vigilance  which  I  am  welj 
$tware  has  been  invariably  exercised  both  by  Lord  Sligo  and  yourself,  practices 
unwarranted  by  law,  and  wholly  opposed  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  instructions 
under  which  the  special  magistrates  act,  have  been  carried  on  unknown  to  the 
Jocal  government,  and  consequently,  for  a  leogth  of   time,  without  redress. 
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Under  the  conviction  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  this  evil  was  unavoidable,  I  have,       JAMAICA. 

not  only  in  the  case  of  Williams,  but  invariably,  transmitted  to  the  local  govern-  

ment  for  investigation,  every  charge  which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands, 
j&tMn  whatever  quarter,  of  mal-administration  of  the  law  ;  and  I  confess  I  deeply 
regret  that  the  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  present  inquiry,  instead  of 
having  been  brought  imder  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  for  the  first 
time  in  a  pamphlet  printed  and  circulated  in  this  coimtry,  were  not  fully 
stated  to  you  in  Jamaica  when  they  first  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
parties,  through  whom  they  have  at  last  happily  transpired.  Had  this  course  been 
adopted,  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Rawlinson  would  have  taken  place  at  a  much 
earlier  period,  and  the  authentic  statement  of  the  written  disclosures  contained 
in  the  evidence  now  before  me  would  long  since  have  supplied  a  motive,  and  laid 
a  foundation  for  a  more  complete  remedy  than  it  has  yet  been  in  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  provide  against  the  recurrence  of  such  enormous  abuses. 

You  are  already  aware  that,  in  consequence  of  the  statements  which  were  made 
in  the  course  of  last  year,  of  the  treatment  of  prisoners  in  houses  of  correction  in 
Jamaica,  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  instituted  a  minute  inquiry  into  the 
whole  system  and  practice  pervading  places  of  confinement  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  result  of  that  inquiry  will,  I  hope,  be  in  my  possession  in  the  course  of  the 
present  spring ;  but  1  find  abundant  evidence  in  the  papers  before  me  to  justify 
the  adoption  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  placing  those  establishments  under  a 
more  efficient  control.  I  am  happy  to  know  that  your  influence  and  exertions 
have  already  succeeded  in  some  degree  in  ameliorating  the  system  of  prison  dis- 
cipline, and  I  confidently  rely  on  your  unremitting  exertions  to  effect  this 
indispensable  object ;  but  I  shall  have  occasion  to  address  you  in  a  separate 
despatch  on  this  subject. 

I  would  here  gladly  close  for  the  present  my  observations  with  reference  to  the 
inquiries  of  the  commissioners  in  the  cases  before  me,  but  I  do  not  feel  myself 
at  liberty  to  do  so.  I  abstain,  indeed,  fi^om  any  particular  notice  of  those  parts 
of  the  evidence  which  affect  magistrates  who  had  died  or  been  removed  from 
their  office  previously  to  the  investigation.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  the  con- 
elusion  that,  if  the  facts  stated  against  Captain  Dillon  in  the  course  of  this 
evidence  are  not  capable  of  being  disproved,  that  gentleman  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  retain  his  commission  ;  although  the  extent  to  which  he  is  impUcated 
by  the  inquiry  is  far  less  than  in  Mr.  Rawlinson's  case,  evidence  has  been 
received  which,  if  true,  renders  his  continuance  in  office  impossible ;  at  the  same 
time,  it  does  not  appear  that  Captain  Dillon  had  notice  of  the  charges  afifecting 
his  conduct,  or  any  opportunity  of  defending  himself  against  them.  You  will, 
therefore,  communicate  to  him  without  delay,  if  he  has  not  yet  received  it,  so 
much  of  the  evidence  as  applies  to  him ;  and  unless  you  are  satisfied,  on  receiving 
his  statement,  that  he  has  completely  exculpated  himself  from  the  charge  of 
undue  severity  or  neglect  of  his  duty,  you  will  immediately  revoke  his  commis- 
sion. In  the  meanmiile  I  think  it  will  be  your  duty  to  suspend  him  from  the 
exercise  of  his  functions  as  a  special  magistrate. 

I  fully  approve  of  the  course  which  you  have  adopted  in  order  to  bring  to 
justice  the  parties  charged  with  the  various  offences  disclosed  by  the  investigation. 
I  earnestly  hope  that  the  result  wiU  be  such  as  to  prove,  in  all  cases  where  the 
guilt  of  the  parties  shall  be  established,  that  such  offences  cannot  be  committed 
without  severe  and  merited  punishment. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  despatch  without  requesting  you  to  convey  to  Messrs. 
Daughtrey  and  Gordon  my  acknowledgments  for  the  valuable  service  ren- 
dered by  them  in  execution  of  the  cprnmission  which  you  had  intrusted  to  them. 

I  hayci  ^c. 
(signed)  Qlmelff. 


—No.  5^.— 

(No.  221.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenel^  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  13  February  1838*  No.  52. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  1st  instant,  commenting  on  the  result  of  the  inquiries 
into  tibe  complaints  of  James  Williams  and  other  apprenticed  negroes  in  Jamaica, 
I  apprised  you  that  it  was  my  intention  to  address  to  you  a  separate  despatch  on 
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JAMAICA.      the  subject  of  the  requisite  measures  for  the  immediate  prevention  of  abuses  of  a 
flagrant  character  in  the  houses  of  correction. 

I  do  not  overlook  the  fact,  that  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Inquiry  in  the  recent  investigation  relates  only  to  the  parish  of  St.  Ann's,  nor  am 
I  unmindful  of  the  assurance  conveyed  in  your  despatch  of  the  12th  June  last, 
that  after  a  personal  inspection  of  the  greater  part  of  the  workhouses  in  Jamaica, 
you  had  found  them,  in  most  instances,  well  regulated  and  under  a  careful 
supervision,  and  that  you  did  not  anticipate  difficulty  in  obtaining  such  modifi- 
cations of  the  existing  rules  as  might  appear  desirable.  Your  own  opinion, 
however,  of  the  great  defects  of  the  present  prison  system  in  Jamaica,  as  com- 
municated in  your  despatch  of  the  13th  October  last,  and  the  cruel  and  scanda- 
lous practices  which  are  proved  to  have  existed  in  the  house  of  correction  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Ann*8,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  necessity  of  a  complete  reform 
in  the  whole  system  of  management  appUcable  to  those  establishments. 

For  this  purpose  a  power  must  be  placed  by  law  in  the  hands  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Grovemment  over  the  regulations  and  officers  of  those  places  of  confine- 
ment ;  I  only  abstain  from  at  once  proposing  such  a  measure  to  Parliament, 
because  the  report  which  I  shortly  expect  from  Captain  Pringle  wiU  comprise 
all  t;he  information  which  may  enable  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  adapt  the 
remedy  to  the  full,  extent  of  evil,  and  because  I  have  not  yet  learned  the  issue  of 
the  endeavour  which,  in  your  despatch  of  the  13th  October,  you  stated  yoiu' 
intention  to  make  in  the  then  ensuing  session  to  procure  the  appointment  of 
county  inspectors,  armed  with  adequate  powers,  and  independent  of  any  authority 
other  than  your  own. 

It  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  learn  that  a  law  of  this  nature  were 
passed  by  the  Colonial  Legislature ;  but  should  this  not  be  the  case,  there  is  no 
subject  which,  in  my  opinion,  more  imperatively  demands  the  interference  of 
the  Imperial  Legislature. 

In  the  meantime  no  measures  within  the  authority  or  influence  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  should  be  neglected.  With  this  view,  immediate  steps  should 
be  taken  for  ensuring,  as  far  as  practicable,  repeated  and  systematic  inspection 
of  prisons  and  workhouses  by  persons  appointed  by  yourself  and  responsible  to 
you  for  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

The  high  character  and  tried  merits  of  Mr.  Daughtrey,  one  of  the  commissioners 
in  the  recent  inquiry,  seem  to  point  him  out  as  peculiarly  qualified  for  such 
employment;  jand  I  would  suggest  that  he  should  be  specially  commissioned, 
either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  one  or  more  fit  persons,  to  visit  at  uncertain 
periods,  and  without  notice,  the  various  prisons  and  houses  of  correction  in  the 
island.  The  commission  should  be  armed  with  all  the  power  of  examining 
witnesses  and  investigating  complaints  which  may  be  required  to  render  such 
inspection  effectual ;  and  it  should  be  authorized,  whenever  practicable,  to  put 
an  immediate  stop  to  any  abuse  which  may  be  discovered.  Cases  of  cruelty 
and  of  improper  punishment  would  by  this  means  be  brought  at  an  early  period 
under  your  notice ;  and  it  would  be  your  duty,  on  being  satisfied  of  the  facts,  to 
take  measures  for  the  redress  of  the  injured  parties,  and  the  punishment  of  the 
ojSTenders. 

The  most  obvious  remedy,  however  inadequate  in  some  cases,  of  accomplishing 
the  former  object,  would  be  the  immediate  release  of  any  prisoner  subjected  to 
improper  punishment,  accompanied  by  an  injuction  to  the  special  justice  of  the 
district,  in  the  case  of  an  apprenticed  labourer,  not  again  to  commit  the  same 
individual  for  any  offence  to  the  workhouse,  without  a  previous  reference  to 
yourself.  The  punishment  of  the  offending  parties  may  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable difficulty,  until  more  extensive  powers  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  all  cases  cognizable  by  law,  and  in  which 
the  information  is  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Attorney-general,  to  warrant 
a  conviction,  a  prosecution  should  be  instituted,  regardless  of  any  doubt  as  to 
the  direct  issue  of  the  trial.  The  advantage  to  be  derived  from  publicity  ought 
not  to  be  sacrificed  to  any  apprehension  of  an  improper  acquittal. 

What  influence  you  may  possess  will,  of  course,  also  be  exerted  in  procuring 
the  removal  of  any  of  the  officers  where  authority  shall  appear  to  have  been 
abused.  You  will  further  have  it  in  your  power  to  instruct  the  special  justices, 
in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  which  I  have  before  made,  not  to  commit 
apprentices  to  any  place  of  confinement,  the  regulations  or  the  practice  of 
which  shall  appear,  from  the  inspectors'  reports,  to  expose  them  to  cruelty  and 
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ill-treatment    I  do  not  feel  it  necessary  here  to  enumerate  the  various  abuses       JAMAICA. 

which  demand  measures  of  this  description.     They  are  stated  with  sufficient  

precision  on  the  face  of  the  recent  proceedings  before  Messrs.  Gordon  and 
Daughtrey ;  and  I  am  confident  that,  to  the  utmost  extent  to  which,  with  your 
present  powers,  you  can  apply  a  remedy,  you  will  not  fail  do  so. 

In  suggesting  the  immediate  appointment  of  a  general  system  of  inspection, 
you  will,  of  course,  not  understand  me  as  intending  to  lessen  the  obligation  at 
present  resting  on  the  special  magistrates  generally  to  visit  the  places  of  imprison- 
ment within  their  respective  districts.  No  duty  or  responsibility  now  imposed 
on  them  will  be  removed  by  the  appointment  of  general  inspectors,  but  an 
important  check  will  be  placed  on  any  neglect  of  duty  or  misconduct  on  their 
part.  If  any  such  delinquency  be  discovered,  the  inspector  should  be  directed 
immediately  to  bring  it  under  your  notice.  It  may  also  be  a  fit  subject  for  your 
consideration  whether  a  power  could  not  be  conferred  on  the  inspectors  to 
investigate,  under  a  commission  from  you,  any  complaints  which  may  be  preferred 
of  mal-administration  of  the  law  in  instances  not  connected  with  the  workhouse 
system,  especially  with  a  view  to  guard  against  the  abuse  of  the  power  of  con- 
finement in  hothouses  or  dungeons  on  estates. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Glenelg. 


—  No.  53.— 
(No-  219.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  21  November  1837.  ^^'  53- 

In  reference  to  my  letters  transmitting  the  minutes  of  the  Brown's  Town  r 
commission  on  the  case  of  James  Williams  and  others,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  GoM^^^^e»^^ 
a  letter  from  Messrs.  Daughtrey  and  Gordon,  in  explanation  of  a  certain  remark  ^augj^f^'^^ 
of  theirs  which  they  think  was  not  borne  out  by  the  evidence,  and  which  letter,  l^ov^fp 
at  their  request,  I  beg  your  Lordship  to  have  the  goodness  to  cause  to  be 
appended  to  the  proceedings. 

I  have,  &c. 
'  (signed)  Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  in  No.  53. 


LETTER  from  Messrs.  Daughtrey  and  Gardxm^  Commissioners  in  the  case  of 

James  Williams. 
Sir,  St.  Elizabeth^  14  Nov.  1837.         EdcI.  io  No.  53. 

As  Commissioners  of  the  St.  Ann's  Inquiry,  having  received  the  evidence  with  respect  to 
the  circomstances  of  sufferings  to  which  apprentices  James  Williams  and  Adam  Brown 
were  subjected  durine  their  ten  dajrs'  confinement  in  the  Knapdale  dungeon,  we  beg  per- 
mission to  withdraw  tiie  remark  which  intimates  ''  that  nature's  lelief  was  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate in  the  cell  during  nearly  if  not  the  whole  period,"  deeming  the  balance  of  evidence 
against  such  conclusion. 

A  regard  to  candour  and  accuracy  having  suggested  the  propriety  of  this  correction,  we 
request  it  may  not  fail  to  be  appended  to  that  part  of  the  proceedings  to  which  it  applies. 

We  have,  &c. 
(A  true  copy)  (signed)        Geo.  Gordon. 

Jno.  Daughtrey. 
(signed)        S.  R.  Warren. 


—No.  54.- 
(No.  223.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  24  November  1837.  No.  54. 

Mr.  Senior,  whose  name  is  mentioned  in  the  Brown's  Town  commission  of 
inquiry  as  the  owner  of  the  apprentice  James  WiUiams,  requests  me  to  forward 
^54-  L  L  2  the 
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the  accompanying  affidavit  for  your  Lordship's  information;  and   I  likewise 
A^^^Vs'^l-      transmit  herewith  Mr.  Senior's  letter  to  my  secretary  in  forwarding  the  affidavit. 
\oJi2^>-r^^,      It  may  be  as  well  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Senior's  statement 
Mti^^^^^^uo-      respecting  the  change  in  Adam  Brown's  class  has  not  escaped  my  notice ;  the 
Y«^*^u  *v'  subject  shall  be  inquired  into. 

li-"^^"'"^  (signed)  Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  54. 

A.  Brotvn^s  Affidavit ;  case  of  James  Williams* 
Encl.  I,  in  No.  54,  Jamaica  ss.  St.  Ann's. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
aforesaid  parish,  Adam  Brown,  a  praedial  apprentice  labourer  belonging  to  Penshurst^  who 
maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  last  Friday  he  was  in  the  field  at  12  o'clock,  when  the  sheU 
blew  to  draw  otF;  Joseph  Lawrence  said, "  All  we  sensible  people  must  go  to  Brown's  Town ;" 
deponent  asked  what  for ;  he  said  about  the  Friday ;  deponent  then  asked  him  what  about 
the  Friday  ;  he  said  we  must  go  and  complain  that  massa  did  not  give  the  full  half  Friday; 
deponent  told  him  the  way  they  were  gomg  on  both  white  and  black  would  find  fault  with 
them ;  Marian  Lawrence  said  thejr  must  take  him  (deponent)  to  the  constable,  for  him  and 
massa  had  made  bargain ;  they  said  Henry  Brown  and  deponent  must  go  to  Brown's  Town ; 
deponent  said  he  would  not  go,  for  he  had  no  chaige  against  his  massa,  and  adyised  him 
(Henry  Brown)  not  to  go ;  deponent  told  them  that  if  they  kept  on  so  he  would  tell  massa ; 
Wednesday  (the  8th  instant)  all  the  gang,  excepting  Joseph  Lawrence  and  Alexander  Mills, 
attacked  him  in  the  negro  houses,  and  William  Mills  licked  him  with  a  rope  and  his  fist 
twice  by  order  of  his  (deponent's)  father,  William  Bailing,  who  was  present  and  saw  it  well 
done  ;  William  Mills  attempted  to  knock  dejponent  down  with  a  sticK,  but  his  (deponent's) 
mother  ran  and  caught  the  stick;  they  (William  Mills  and  Henry  Price  Cook)  threw 
deponent  down  upon  the  ground,  choked  and  beat  him,  and  tore  his  clothes  ;  when  deponent 
raised  up,  he  told  them  he  knew  what  all  this  was  for,  because  he  would  not  join  them  in 
telling  lies  upon  massa ;  that  before  time  when  he  used  to  carry  massa  to  court  it  was  by 
their  advice ;  deponent's  father,  William  Balling,  and  some  of  those  who  bought  up  their 
apprenticeship,  used  to  advise  him  (deponent)  to  bother  massa ;  deponent  has  every  reason 
to  beUeve  that  the  beating  he  has  received  was  in  conseauence  of  having  said  that  iif  he  went 
to  Brown's  Town  court  he  would  always  speak  the  trutn,  and  that  he  would  always  speak 
the  truth  when  carried  to  Brown's  Town  court  against  his  master. 

(signed)        Adam  Brown. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  10th  day  of  November  1837. 

(signed)        Ewd.  Tucker. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  54. 
LETTER  of  Mr.  Senior,  late  owner  of  James  Williams. 

Encl.  a,  in  No.  54.  Sir,  Penshurst,  Runaway  Bay,  l4  Nov.  1837. 

I  WILL  thank  you  to  lay  before  the  Governor  the  enclosed  affidavit. 

This  Adam  Brown  was  in  the  house  till  he  was  big  enough  to  clean  horses,  and  after 
cleaning  them  used  to  go  for  breadnut  leaves  or  grass  alternately  with  James  Williams,  and 
when  I  went  out  followed  me  as  groom.  He  was  the  only  servant  who  attended  me  aU 
through  the  late  martial  law,  and  always  went  with  me  to  town.  When  we  went  any  dis- 
tance, we  generally  put  four  horses  to  the  carriage,  and  Adam  Brown  drove  the  leaders  as 
postillion.  He  was  remarkably  civil  and  obedient,  and  I  considered  him  much  attached  to 
us.  On  the  1st  of  August  1834  he  joined  James  Williams  in  annoying  us  in  every  pos- 
sible way,  and  he  was  repeatedly  punished ;  at  last  he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  change  his 
class,  and  go  to  the  field,  and  an  a^eement  was  entered  into  and  signed  by  Mr.  Rawlinson, 
since  which  I  have  not  had  occasion  to  find  fault  with  him.  We  always  suspected  that 
William  Dallin^  was  the  instigator  of  the  bad  conduct  of  these  boys,  which  Adam  Brown 
now  proves  in  his  affidavit  to  have  been  the  fact,  and  which  would  never  have  been  ascer- 
tained had  this  quarrel  not  taken  place.  The  evidence  of  Charles  Trueman  and  Marianne 
Bell,  taken  before  the  Commissioners,  is  now  corroborated  by  Adam  Brown,  and  shows  that 
the  evidence  of  William  Dalling,  and  those  under  his  infiuence,  is  not  worthy  of  belief,  and 
fully  bears  me  out  in  the  statements  I  have  made. 

I  think  this  affidavit  will  convince  every  unprejudiced  person  that  there  has  been  a  combi- 
nation to  injure  my  character,  which  I  never  nad  a  doubt  1  should  be  able  to  clear,  if  I  was 
allowed  that  justice  which  every  man  has  a  right  to,  for  "  truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail." 

I  hope  the  affidavit  will  be  transmitted  to  Lord  Glenelg  as  early  as  possible,  who,  I  am 
convinced,  is  desirous  of  hearing  the  truth  only. 

I  have,  &c. 

S.  R.  Warren,  Esq.  (signed)        G.  W.  Senior. 
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JAMAICA. 

—  No.  55.— 
(No.  210.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lwnel  Smith,  k.c.b- 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  February  1838.  No.  55, 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatches,  Nos.  219  and  223,  of  the  21st  and  24th 
November  last,  the  first  enclosing  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Daughtrey  and  Gordon, 
in  explanation  of  a  remark  which  they  had  made  as  to  the  revolting  state  in  which 
the  dungeon  at  Knapdale  was  allowed  to  remain  during  the  period  of  James 
WiUiams's  and  Adam  Brown's  confinement  in  it ;  and  the  second,  transmitting 
an  affidavit  of  Adam  Brown  (forwarded  to  you  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Senior), 
respecting  the  conduct  of  his  fellow-apprentices  in  instigating  him  to  bring  charges 
against  their  master. 

The  representation  of  the  commissioners,  that  they  deem  the  balance  of  evidence 
to  be  against  the  conclusion  which  they  had  formed  in  regard  to  the  state  of  the 
dungeon  at  Knapdale,  is  of  much  importance ;  for  although,  on  examining  the 
evidence  which  has  been  sent  home,  I  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  the  same 
conclusion,  I  am  satisfied  that  their  impression,  received  on  the  spot,  is  of  more 
value  than  any  other. 

Adam  Brown's  affidavit  will,  of  course,  be  taken  into  consideration  with  the 
rest  of  the  evidence,  in  any  measures  which  the  Attomey-general  may  adopt  in 
this  case.  I  approve  of  your  intention  to  inquire  into  the  change  in  Adam  Brown's 
dass,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Senior.  It  may,  perhaps,  have  been  a  change  not  in  the 
registry,  but  only  from  domestic  to  praedial  occupation  during;  the  remaining 
term  of  his  apprenticeship.  T  b        & 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


154-  LL3 
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11. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


—  No.  56.— 
(No.  134.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  56,  My  Lord,  The  King's  House,  24  June  1837. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Special  Justice  Hewitt,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
the  enclosed  original  letter  addressed  by  that  gentleman  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         LAonel  Smith. 


Enclosure  in  No.  56. 


End.  in  No.  56.  ^y  ^or^.  Buff  Bay,  St.  George's,  Jamaica,  20  June  1837. 

On  referring  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Beaumont  given  before  the  Select  Committee  on 
Negro  Apprenticeship  in  the  Colonies,  on  the  19th  July  1836, 1  find  that  gentleman  has  de- 
clared  in  nis  replies  to  questions  4205  to  4211,  pages  368  and  369,  and  to  Questions  4228  to 
4231,  page  370,  that  I  have  an  interest  jin Cumberland  estate,  under  my  late  father's  will,  con- 
jointly with  my  brothers.  I  have  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  I  have  no  brothers,  and  that 
1  did  not  inherit,  nor  have  I  the  smallest  interest  in  any  property  which  my  father  possessed 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the  year  1831;  and  further,  that  the  estate  alluded  toby  Mr. 
Beaumont  was  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  and  the  negroes  sold,  some  time  prior  to  the  year 
1834,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  applied  as  directed  by  my  father's  will,  but  of  which  I 
received  no  part. 

Fearine  that  Mr.  Beaumont's  assertions  might  operate  to  my  disadvantage  at  the  Colonial 
Office,  I  have  been  induced  to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  this  explanation. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Rt.  hon.  Lord  Glenelg,  (signed)         William  Hewitt, 

&c.  8cc.  &c..  Special  Justice  for  Jamaica. 


No.  57.— 
(No.  135.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b. 

j^o.  57.  Sir,  Downing-street,  7  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  of  the  24th  June  last,  No.  134,  enclosing  a 
letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Special  Justice  Hewitt,  on  the  subject  of  a  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Beaumont  before  the  Select  Conunittee  on  Negro 
Apprenticeship  in  the  Colonies,  on  the  19th  July  1836,  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Hewitt  was  interested  in  certain  property  at  Jamaica. 

You  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  that  gentleman  that  I  have  received  his 
explanation,  and  am  happy  to  find  that  the  contradiction  of  Mr.  Beaumont's  state- 
ment respecting  him  is  so  complete. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 
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—  No.  58.— 
(No.  137-) 
Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b.,  to 
Lord  Glenelg,  dated  King's  House,  16  July  1837. 

My  letter  of  the  12th  June^  1837  made  allusion  to  a  placard  said  to  have  been 
extensively  circulated  in  this  island  by  Joseph  Sturge.  As  fiaur  as  the  placard  goes, 
I  ought  not  to  be  offended  with  it,  because  the  excess  in  floggings  of  apprentices 
which  it  aims  to  expose  were  all  anterior  to  my  administration,  and  if  mtendedt 
particularly  by  the  observation  at  the  bottom  of  it,  to  question  the  system  of  Lord 
SUgo,  your  Lordship,  from  a  knowledge  of  that  nobleman's  indefatigable  attention 
to  the  ameUoration  of  the  negroes'  condition,  will  indignantly  repel  the  foul 
slander. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  enthusiasts  and  philanthropists,  particularly  in  the  anti* 
slavery  cause,  that  they  will  not  distinguish  between  the  crimes  of  systems  and 
the  crimes  of  individual.  Slavery  never  yet  existed  without  dreadful  crimes,  but 
the  fault  is  with  the  governments  which  established  it,  and  not  with  their  subjects 
who  were  invited  to  partake  of  its  lucrative  advantages. 

Hence  I  condemn  the  hostiUty  with  which  Joseph  Sturge  entered  the  West 
Indian  field  against  the  planters.  Charges  of  severity  or  cruelty,  even  in  appren^ 
ticeship,  may  be  very  true,  because  they  are  the  inseparable  ingredients  belonging  to 
the  criminal  power  of  slavery,  and  we  all  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  men  to 
abandon  power ;  but  as  well  might  Joseph  Sturge  impeach  the  characters  of 
the  present  owners  of  the  splendid  edifices  of  Liverpool  or  Bristol,  raised,  I  may 
say,  by  African  blood,  as  indulge  in  bitter  vengeance  against  the  present  owners  of 
what  was  slave  property  in  the  West  Indies. 

Joseph  Sturge  was  introduced  to  me  by  Sir  George  Grey,  requesting  I  would 
afford  every  faciHty  in  my  power  to  the  object  of  his  mission.  But  he  was  ftdl  a 
fortnight  in  the  country  before  he  called  upon  me  ;  when  he  did,  I  invited  him  to 
dine  with  me.    He  declined. 

It  would  be  puerile  in  me  to  complain  of  the  want  of  personal  courtesy  in  Joseph 
Sturge,  but  I  do  complain  of  his  want  of  confidence  in  me  to  put  him  in  the  way 
of  the  best  information. 

I  should  have  felt  obliged  to  Joseph  Sturge  if  he  had  told  me  of  any  abuses  he 
had  discovered  in  our  system  towards  the  apprentices. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  how  many  of  the  placards  are  in  circulation ; 
a  pile  of  them  was  seen  in  Joseph  Sturge's  lodgings ;  and  your  Lordship  will 
naturally  ask,  as  they  were  got  up  and  printed  in  Birmingham,  for  what  possible 
purpose  he  could  have  brought  them  to  this  country. 


Enclosure  in  No.  58. 
Negro  Apprenticbs. 


JAMAICA. 


No.  58. 


At  a  public  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anti-Slavery  Society,  held  the  12th  of  September 
1836,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Reports  of  Corporal  Punishments     End.  in  No.  58. 
inflicted  on  the  Ar^prenticed  Negroes  of  Jamaica,  by  the  Special  Justices  of  that  Colony,  in 
the  months  of  April,  May  and  June  last,  furnished  by  themselves,  be  published  and 
placarded  on  the  walls  of  Birmingham. 
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Floggikg  by  Order  of  Special  Magistrates. 


Alley,  W.  H.         -        - 
Bainesy  T.  J. 
BayneSy  E.  D. 
BeU,  W.  A.  .       -       - 
Bourne,  Stephen    - 
Brownson,  W.  H.  - 
Camaby,  William 
Chamberlayne,  R.,  jun.  - 
Coekiiig,  Ralph    - 
Cooper,  Richard  S. 
Daughtr^,  John  - 
Davies,  Tiiomas     - 
Dawson,  J.  K. 
Dawson,  H.  W.     - 
Dillon,  T.  A         -        - 
Donne,  Patrick     - 
EwArt,  David 
Pdcey,  Richard  B. 
FinkysoQ,  Walter 
Fishbonme,  E.  E.  - 
Fyfe,  Alexander  Gordon 
Cfcffg,  G.  D. 
Gurley,  John 
Grant,  J.  W.         -        - 
Crordon,  George    - 
Hamilton,  Chemniey 
Harris,  James 
HawkuM,  Charles  - 
Higgins,  G.  O*      - 
flifl;  Richard 
Hewitt,  William    - 
Hiilme,  J.  R. 
Jones,  Tiiomas  W. 
Kelly,  D.  W. 
Kent,  Henry 
Laidlaw,  Henry     -        - 
Lambert,  R.  S* 
Lloyd,  Samuel 
Lyon,  Edmund  B. 
Marlton,  W.  F.     - 
M'Leod,AN.      -       - 
Moresby,  Henry   - 
Nolan,  James 
Odell,  John  -        -        - 
Oliver,  T,  M.        -       - 
Palmer^  A  L. 
Pennell,  R.  C. 
Philip,  E.  D. 
Pryce,  Samuel 
Ramosey,  William  - 
Rawlinson,  S.        •       • 
Reynolds,  John     - 
Rennell,  Robert    • 
Sowley,  W.  H.      - 
St.  John,  Richard  - 
Thomas,  J.  R 
Thompson,  R.       -        - 
Wadoington,  H.    - 
Walsh,H.    - 
Welsh,  Arthur       - 
Willis,  Georee 
Woolfreys,  John    - 


April. 


167 
40 
10 


50 
20 
78 


45 

126 

80 


60 
80 


20 

120 

9 


30 


4 

5 

283 

140 


24 
25 
35 
25 


55 

188 
21 
89 
77 

359 
35 
50 

140 
24 
60 
80 


219 


271 
264 
667 


78 
82 
18 
99 


4,122 


183  6: 


Maj. 


37 
40 
89 
110 
20 


40 


36 


255 


55 

260 
20 

48 

30 
39 
20 
57 
74 


24 
44 

20 

28 

164 

142 

30 

690 

30 
175 

391 

20 

125 

25 


210 
819 
230 


86 

25 

123 

40 


4,071 


June. 


176 
418 
82 
89 
25 
35 

117 
39 
12 
78 

138 
25 

197 


50 
265 

180 
30 


15 
102 
126 


804 

127 

130 

20 

15 
272 
382 

20 

472 

40 
40. 
200 

400 
110 
227 

250 


462 

598 

296 

51 

210 

12 

87 

90 


6,834 


TOTAL 
NUMBER. 


37 
216 
624 
182 

69 

25 
125 

20 
195 

39 

57 
240 
168 

25 
512 

30 

5.5 

70 
645 
29 
228 
60 
30 
63 
40 

dn 

340 


328 

176 

209 

45 

20 

98 

624 

545 

89 

127 

1,521 
75 
120 
515 
24 
85? 
2W 
352 

494 


943 

1,181 
1,093 
51 
324 
119 
228 
159 


15,037 


%*  This  does  not  include  the  secret  flogging:,  the  tortures  on  the  treadmill,  the  robbery 
of  the  negro  of  his  time,  &c.  &c.,  which  there  is  a  moral  certainty  exists  to  a  fearful  extent, 
though  kept  from  public  view. 
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Jamaica. 


—  No.  59.— 
(No.  162.) 

C!oPY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  kx-b,,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  18  August  1837.  No.  59. 

In  acknowledgment  of  your  Lordship*s  letter,  No.  116,  dated  1st  July  1837, 

I  beg  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  called  for  reports  on  all  valuations  Vide  Papers  rda* 

on  the  services  of  apprentices  which  had  not  been  completed,  by  disagreement  tivetothe Abolition 

on  the  part  of  any  of  the  magistrates,  and  they  shall  be  transmitted  as  early  as  ^^^*^^n  ^^}2k 

possible.  part4,WP>300> 

Your  Lordship  may  depend  that  those  special  magistrates  who  conscientiously 
diseharge  their  duties,  and  are  thereby  involved  in  actions  against  them  by  the 
planters,  will  have  my  firm  support  in  their  difficulties,  and  will  have  the  benefit 
of  my  strong  recommendation  to  your  Lordship  to  be  reimbursed  their  unavoid- 
able expenses.  The  object  of  my  drcular.  No.  436,  was  to  impress  upon  them 
they  were  not  he^essly  to  provoke  such  actions  in  confidence  of  public  indem-* 
nity,  and  my  warning  was  in  strict  conformity  with  your  Lordship's  sentiments 
on  tibat  head. 

No.  638  went  to  define  the  objects  of  the  special  magistrates  being  also  made 
gen^  magistrates. 

On  one  occasion  no  less  than  four  spedal  magistrates,  tainted,  I  am  sure,  with 
a  litde  parish  strife,  assembled  in  Manchester,  and  quashed  the  election  of  a 
vestryman* 

I  considered  that  these  gentlemen's  Intimate  duties  were  sufficiently  onerous 
and  invidious,  without  their  interference  in  parish  politics,  which  had  no  bearing 
whatever  on  their  obligations  towards  the  apprenticed  population. 

It  has  lately  been  decided  by  the  chief  justice  in  court  that  special  magistrates 
cannot  in  their  commitments  define  or  limit  the  nature  of  apprentices'  punish- 
ments sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the  gaols  or  houses  of  correction,  because 
the  law  has  fixed  those  punishments  and  allowed  nothing  to  the  discretion  of 
the  magistrates,  and  in  the  same  manner  the  law  has  regulated  food  and 
raiment. 

It  would  be  vain,  therefore,  to  expect  any  aid  from  the  special  magistrates  in 
ameliorating  our  prison  ^stem ;  but  it  is  a  subject  to  which  I  have  applied  con* 
stant  attention,  and  I  tiiink  there  is  a  great  improvement  in  a  better  selection^ 
of  prison  officers,  and  that  many  abuses  have  lately  been  corrected. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 
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(No.  168.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  ^\r  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b. 

No.  60.       ^         gjj.^  Downing-street,  14  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  162,  of  tiie  18th  August,  m  reply  to 
mine,  No.  115,  of  the  1st  July  last.  I  entirely  concur  in  the  sentiments  which 
you  express  with  regard  to  the  special  magistrates,  and  I  entertain  fiill  confi- 
dence in  your  determination  to  support  them  under  all  difficulties  which  arise 
from  the  upright  and  conscientious  discharge  of  their  duties.  I  am  quite  sen- 
sible of  the  inconvenience  and  interference  with  their  usefulness  in  their  more 
appropriate  sphere  which  is  likely  to  arise  from  their  needless  exercise  of  the 
functions  of  local  ordinary  magistrates,  and  I  think  that,  except  under  extreme 
circumstances,  which  would  justify  an  exception  to  a  general  rule,  they  ought 
not  to  exercise  these  functions  where  they  are  not  required  to  do  so  in  aid  of 
the  authority  with  which  they  are  invested  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of 
the  apprentices.  The  restriction  from  taking  any  part  in  parish  vestries  ap- 
peared to  me  to  deprive  them  of  an  opportunity  of  useful  interposition  in 
matters  affecting  the  apprentices  and  settled  by  the  vestries,  and  for  this  reason 
I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  the  observations  contained  in  my  despatch  of  the  1st 
of  July.  As,  however,  we  perfectly  agree  in  the  principle  on  which  their  con- 
duct should  be  regulated,  I  feel  I  may  safely  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands. 

I  very  much  regret  to  learn  that,  owing  to  a  recent  decision  of  the  c^ef 
justice  as  to  the  power  of  the  special  magistrates  in  defining  the  nature  of  the 
punishment  of  apprentices  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  gaols  or  houses  <tf 
correction,  you  consider  it  in  vain  to  expect  any  aid  from  the  special  magistrates 
in  ameUorating  the  prison  discipline  of  Jamaica.  If  it  has  been  decided  by  so 
high  aii  authority  that  the  sentence  of  commitment  to  a  workhouse  in  Jamaica 
by  a  special  magistrate  for  an  offence  committed  against  the  apprenticeship 
code  subjects  the  apprentice  to  corporal  or  other  punishment,  contrary  jto  the 
express  intention  of  the  spedal  magistrate,  who  has  no  power  of  interfering,  the 
law  upon  this  subject  appears  to  me  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  and  I  should  he 
most  happy  to  know  that  you  could  look  forward  to  its  amendment  The  atten- 
tion which  you  have  bestowed  on  the  subject  of  prison  discipline,  and  the 
results  which  have  already  appeared,  are  highly  satismctory ;  and  I  trust  that  by 
your  continued  exertions,  aided  by  the  accurate  information  which  I  hope 
Capt.  Pringle  will  be  able  shortly  to  acquire  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  gaols 
and  workhouses  in  Jamaica,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  all  the 
abuses  which  appear  at  present  to  exist  will  ultimately  be  removed.  In  tixe 
meantime,  however,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  present  system, 
where  defective,  should  not  be  an  instrument  of  oppression  or  cruelty  towaxds 
those  whose  rights  have  been  asserted  by  the  British  Parliament  and  who  hi^ve 
the  strongest  claims  on  the  government  for  the  vindication  of  those  rights.  If 
committj^  to  workhouses  lead  to  undue  punishment,  not  contemplate  in  tho. 
original  sentence,  they  must  either  be  abandoned  in  the  case  of  apprentices,  or 
wherever  an  instance  of  this  nature  occm^,  it  ought  to  be  immediately  followed 
by  the  pardon  and  hberation  of  the  apprentice  thus  unduly  punished.  Althou^ 
the  special  magistrates  may,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  chief  justice,  be 
powerless  in  defining  the  extent  of  the  punishment,  I  apprehend  they  have  fall 
power  of  inspecting  the  places  of  confinement,  and  on  their  report  to  you  of  any 
case  of  cruelty  or  excessive  punishment,  I  trust  your  authority  will  be  foimd 
sufficient  at  once  to  exempt  the  sufferer  from  any  repetition  of  the  infliction. 

.  I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 
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JAMAICA- 


(No.  134.) 
Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Olenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Idonel  Smith, 

K.C.B.,  dated  Downing-street,  2  September  1837.  jf^^  gi^ 

The  Act,  No.  3232,  incorporates  into  the  permanent  law  of  the  island  certain 
parts  of  the  Seditious  Meetings*  Act,  which,  during  the  last  15  years,  has  been  ^?^^ct,  j^^ 
the  subject  of  annual  legislation.     It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  examine  ^^F^  ^pera^^^^* 
these  enactments  with   greater  attention  than  they  may  have  required  when  tion  of  sf  "^^W." 
designed  to  meet  a  passing  exigency  and  to  serve  a  temporary  purpose.     Under   183^^  Pan  '^^ 
this  law  no  punishment  can  be  inflicted,  except  on  proof  that  the  meeting  was  of  '^PP'No.  x^J^^^ 
a  seditious  or  treasonable  nature  ;  and,  therefore,  there  is  to  this  extent  no  just  ■£:J.2l.^^ 
cause  to  apprehend  that  it  will  improperly  abridge  the  free  utterance  of  public 
opinion.     Indirectly,  however,  it  would  seem  cdculated  to  produce  that  effect. 
Not  only  any  magistrate,  but  any  poUce  oflicer  may  order  the  dispersion  of  any 
meeting,  if  he  shall  have  reasonable  cause  to  suspect  that  it  is  held,  not  merely 
for  any  seditious  or  treasonable  purpose,  but  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  any 
persons  to  commit  any  act  of  insurrection  or  insubordination,  or  to  commit  any 
of  the  oflfences  mentioned  in  the  expired  Act.     Now,  althongh  the  punishment 
is  to  be  preceded  by  the  proofs  already  mentioned,  yet  the  right  of  dispersion 
may  be  exercised  and  will  be  respected^  and  the  constable's  order  will  be  obeyed 
in  the  case  of  the  most  innocent  assemblage  which  may  excite  his  suspicion. 
Few  men  will,  under  any  circumstances,  hazard  the  risk  of  disobedience.     I 
cafiUDiot  think  it  reasonable  to  attribute  so  much  weight  to  the  suspicions  of  a 
common  police  officer,  especially  when  it  is  not  required  that  they  should  point 
at  treason  or  sedition ;   it  will  be  enough  if  he  suspects  that  the  object  ifi  to 
escite  any  person  to  "  insubordination,"  a  term  which,  however  significant  at 
present,  will  lose,  or  at  least  entirely  change,  its  meaning  after  the  1st  August 
1840.     Neither  does  it  seem  to  me  convenient  that  the  criterion  of  the  unlaw- 
fulness of  a  meeting  should  be  derived  from  its  suspected  tendency  to  excite  to 
the  commission  of  oflfences  denounced  in  an  Act  which  has  been  permitted  to 
expire.     This  is  to  give  for  one  purpose  permanency  to  a  law  which  it  has  been 
thought  inexpedient  to  revive. 

For  these  reasons  Her  Majesty  commands  me  to  instruct  you  to  recommend 
to  the  Council  and  Assembly  the  amendment  of  this  Act  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
obviate  the  objections  which  I  have  noticed.  Her  Majesty's  decision  will  be 
suspended  until  the  result  of  the  renewed  deliberations  of  the  Assembly  on  the 
subject  shall  be  known. 


—No.  62.— 
(No.  134) 
Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith, 
K.C.B.,  dated  Downing-street,  2  September  1837. 

The  Act,  No.  3233,  appears  to  have  been  passed  in  order  to  obviate  the  ^^*  ^2. 
objection  which  I  made  to  the  Act  of  June  1836,  reducing  the  gaol  allowance  to 
persons  committed,  not  for  any  oflfence,  but  in  order  that  they  might  be  forth- 
coming as  witnesses  on  prosecutions.  That  such  was  the  design  of  the  legislature 
I  infer  from  the  title  to  this  Act.  It  is  plain,  however,  that  such  is  not  the 
eflfect  of  the  measure,  for  the  law  of  1 836  is  continued  for  another  year  without 
amendment,  and  therefore  the  objectionable  clause  remains  in  force.  You  will 
not  consent  to  any  further  revival  of  the  Act  of  1836,  unless  the  clause  reducing 
the  allowance  to  witnesses  be  omitted. 
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—  No.  63.— 
(No.  155.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glendg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.  b. 

No.  63.  Sir,  Downing-street,  2  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  90,  of  the  4th  April,   enclosing  the 
pa^rs  ^^\     reports  of  the  special  magistrates  for  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  of  December. 

ri^c  ^^^^^^,  These  reports  are,  upon  the  whole,  favourable  and  encouraging.    Tliey  assure 

^^n.  ra^^^^^*  me  of  a  decrease  of  complaints,  and  an  increase  of  confkience  between  the  mas- 
ters and  apprentices  ;  and  I  learn  from  them  with  much  satisfaction  that  your 
endeavours  to  introduce  a  greater  uniformity  in  the  hours  of  labour  by  Uie  esta^ 
blishment  of  the  nine-hour  system  have  been  generally  successful,  and  that 
measures  are  in  progress  in  several  districts  for  tibe  establishment  of  a  generd 
scale  of  task-work.  Such  a  scale  was  drawn  up  and  promulgated  in  British 
Guiana  at  a  very  early  period,  and  the  system  of  task-work  has  been  adopted  in 
that  colony  almost  universally,  and  with  marked  success.  I  am  aware  ^at,  in 
many  parts  of  Jamaica,  the  system  is  scarcely  practicable,  owing  to  the  irregultf 
nature  of  the  labour  or  of  the  soil,  which  renders  it  impossible  to  assign  the 
exact  quantity  of  work  of  which  a  day's  task  should  properly  consist.  But  ia 
almost  every  case  where  it  has  been  fairly  tried,  whether  partially  or  generalfy^, 
the  benefit  appears  to  have  been  sensibly  felt ;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that,  wherever 
an  equitable  arrangement  is  practicable,  it  is  for  the  interest  of  all  parties  th»l 
it  should  be  made. 


I  observe  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  apprentices  are  almost  every  where 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  wages  for  extra  work.  A  few  districts  there  are  in  which 
wages  have  been  offered  and  refrised ;  a  few  in  which  extra  labour  is  not  much 
wanted ;  and  a  few  more  in  which  the  wages  offered  have  been  rejected  as  not 
high  enough ; — but  in  the  greater  mmiber  they  are  represented  as  working  readily 
for  2^.  or  3«.  a  day. 

I  have  also  read  with  great  pleasure  Mr.  E.  D.  Baynes's  strcmg  denial  that 
crime  is  on  the  increase,  and  his  confident  declaration  that  the  punishment  now 
inflicted  by  order  of  the  special  magistrates  does  not  amount  to  one-hundredth 
part  of  that  formerly  inflicted  by  domestic  discipline  on  the  estates. 

The  condition  of  the  free  children  is  indeed  represented  by  almost  all  the 
special  magistrates  aa  discouraging,  and  justifying  some  very  serious  apprehen- 
sions. It  would  appear  that  their  mothers,  so  far  from  being  anxious  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  means  of  instruction  which  are  at  hsmd,  are  unwilling  to  sub*^ 
ject  them  to  any  kind  of  restraint,  even  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  education^ 
The  prevalence  of  such  a  feeUng  at  this  time  is  not  imaccountable,  and  though  I 
do  not  apprehend  that  it  will  prevail  long,  it  may  in  the  mean  time  be  the  source 
of  extensive  and  irreparable  injury  to  the  rising  g^ieration.  This  is  a  case  in 
which  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Legislature  may  properly  interfere  by  compelling 
those  children  to  attend  some  school  (where  the  opportunities  exist  for  so  doing) 
^  who  would  otherwise  be  left  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  the  fruitftd  source  bf 

misery  and  crime.  On  this  subject  I  need  only  refer  you  tq  a  despatch  addressed 
t^.  by  me  to  the  Marquis  of  Sligo  on  the  15th  October  1835,  directing  him  to  call 
f  id*  ^•^'*''ll)oU-  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  expediency  of  passing  some  well- 
itvc  to  ^®^eTy»  considered  law  for  this  purpose.  I  cannot  anticipate  on  the  part  of  that  body 
<^^?  p^yt  3  v^  any  reluctance  to.  comply  with  such  a  recommendation.  The  provisions,  howler, 
^^^.3.^ -^  of  such  a  law  would  require  to  be  very  attentively  considered,  in  order  to  obviate 


any  undue  restriction  on  the  freedom  of  choice  on  the  part  of  the  parents  as.to 
the  school  at  which  their  children  should  attend  when  there  are  more  than  one 
within  their  reach.  But  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  some  immediate  measures 
should  be  taken  by  the  Legislature  to  avert  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  present 
system. 
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In  the  me?in  time,  I  have  directed  so  much  of  these  reports  as  relates  to  the       JAMAICA* 

condition  of  the  free  children  to  be  extracted  for  the  information  of  the  trustees  

of  the  Mico  Charity,  whom  I  know  to  be  most  desirous  in  the  appUcation  of  the 
means  which  are  at  their  disposal,  including  a  considerable  share  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Grant  for  Negro  Education,  to  remedy  the  evil  which  is  so  generally 
complained  of. 

I  proceed  to  advert  to  a  few  remaining  topics  which  have  struck  me  as 
requiring  special  notice. 

1.  It  appears  from  Mr.  E.  D.  Baynes's  report,  that  in  his  district  the  ap- 
prentices are  required  to  labour  for  the  estate  40^  hours  weekly,  exclusive  of  the 
time  taken  up  in  walking  from  their  houses  to  the  field.  Mr.  Baynes  argues  that 
the  time  so  employed  ought  to  be  considered  as  spent  in  the  service  of  the  estate, 
and  induded  in  the  40^  hours ;  he  speaks,  however,  as  if  this  opinion  had  been 
overruled.  I  have  searched  in  vain  among  my  own  and  my  predecessor's  de- 
spatches for  an  intimation  to  that  effect.  I  entirely  concur  with  him  in  thinking 
^at  a  reasonable  time  for  this  purpose  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  hours  to 
which  the  employer  is  entitled ;  and  in  the  absence  of  any  authoritative  decision 
of  this  point,  I  think  the  magistrates  ftdly  entitled  to  adopt  this  construction  of 
the  law. 

2.  My  attention  is  drawn  by  Mr.  Cooper  to  another  claim  which  it  seems 
that  the  employers  are  in  the  habit  of  making,  and  in  which  he  thinks 
they  are  warranted  by  the  law  as  it  now  stands.     They  claim  repayment  of  the 

time  spent  by  the  mothers  in  attendance  on  their  free  children  when  sick.     Oh  r^  p 
this  point  I  have  to  request  you  will  refer  to  my  despatch  of  the  15th  of  Decern-  tiye  to]^^  '"^fc- 
ber  1835,  in  which  you  will  find  a  statement  of  the  principle  by  which  the  ^'<>n  of  si^y^^'' 
«{iecial  magistrates  should  be  guided  in  rejecting  or  admitting  this  claim.     I  i^^^»  Part  o?'. 
trust,  however,  as  this  subject  of  dispute  is  alluded  to  by  very  few  erf  the  magis- 
trates, that  the  claim  is  not  generally  made. 

S.  Mr.  Cooper  complains  also  of  the  bad  management  of  some  of  the  hot- 
houses, where  all  the  patients  are  locked  up  together  in  a  close  room  without 
distinction  as  to  the  nature  or  the  stage  of  their  diseases. 

Another  evil  connected  with  these  institutions  was  pointed  out  in  a  former 
report  by  Mr.  Gregg, — the  custom  of  sending  convalescent  apprentices  to  their 
own  grounds  to  procure  food  ;  in  consequence  of  which  unseasonable  exertion 
he  said  that  many  relapses  took  place.  He  suggested  that  the  regulations  of  the 
hothouses  should  be  revised,  and  that  they  should  be  placed  more  on  the  footing 
of  hospitals.  He  did  not,  however,  enter  into  a  detailed  explanation  of  the  existing 
regulations  which  he  considered  objectionable,  or  of  the  precise  alterations  which 
his  proposed  reform  could  involve. 

As  I  do  not  find  these  evils  alluded  to  by  the  other  magistrates,  I  conclude 
that  they  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  The  management  of  these  establish- 
filedts  is,  however,  so  closely  connected  with  the  health  and  comfort  of  thj^ 
apprenticed  population  that  they  ought  to  be  narrowly  watched.  I  trust  you 
will  not  lose  sight  of  any  abuses  which  may  be  detected  in  them,  or  of  any 
fimggestions  which  may  be  offered  for  a  practicable  and  effectual  reform. 

4.  Mr.  Marlton  complains  of  the  discipline  in  the  house  of  correction  in  Port 
Maria»  in  which  it  appears  that  the  prisoners  are  all  chained  together,  without  || 

distinction  as  to  sex,  age  or  crime,  and  worked  in  the  same  gang ;  a  discipline 
which  must  degrade  but  cannot  reform  them.  It  appears,  however,  that  th$ 
house  of  correction  is  a  parochial  institution,  in  which  the  special  magistrate  hai; 
no  power  of  effecting  any  alteration. 

As  this  is  a  matter  which  will  fall  peculiarly  under  the  notice  of  Captain 
Pringle,  in  the  course  of  his  inspection  of  prisons  in  Jamaica,  this  representation 
has  been  communicated  to  him.     The  evil  is  one  of  a  very  serious  nature,  but 
mt  present  I  can  only  refer  you  to  the  general  instructidns  contained  in  niy  y^ 
dei^mtch.  No.  100,  of  the  31st  May  last,  and  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  uve  to'Cf'^ '"e/a- 
dttp^teh.  No.  286,  of  the  14th  June  1836,  that  special  magistrates  ought  to  tioi,^^^^®46oii, 
abstain  from  committing  any  apprentices  to  places  of  confinement  where  abuses  '^^^^Parjl*'^' 
exist  to  which  they  have  not  the  power  of  applying  a  remedy.  BiA^^        ^^)» 
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JAMAICA.  5.  In  a  former  report  Mr.  Lyon  called  attention  to  a  practice,  to  which  he 

does  not,  however,  again  allude,  namely,  the  interdiction  of  intercourse  between 

the  free  husband  and  the  apprenticed  wife,  and  vice  versd.  This  appears  to  he 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  discouraging  the  apprentices  from  purchasing  their 
discharge,  and  to  be  effected  sometimes  by  threats  of  prosecution  imder  the 
Trespass  Act,  and  sometimes  by  charging  the  emancipated  party  with  an 
exorbitant  rent. 

This  practice  (though  I  do  not  find  it,  complained  of  generally),  Mr.  Lyon 
states  to  be  prevalent  in  his  district,  and,  as  he  has  reason  to  believe,  in  every 
part  of  the  island. 

With  the  rent  which  the  proprietor  thinks  fit  to  demand  for  the  use  of  his 
property  (much  as  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  should  use  his  power  for  such  a 
purpose),  it  is  of  course  impossible  to  interfere.  But  with  respect  to  prosecutions 
for  trespass,  it  must  always  be  in  the  power  of  the  negroes  themselves,  by 
abstaining  from  the  violation  of  any  positive  law,  to  visit  each  other's  huts  without 
rendering  themselves  liable  to  prosecution.  On  this  Object  I  would  refer  you 
to  a  despatch  addressed  to  the  Marquis  of  Sligo  by  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  on  the 
10th  of  November  1834,  in  which  the  following  observations  are  made  with 
reference  to  a  question  which  had  been  asked  as  to  the  right  of  apprentices  to 
visit  each  other's  huts :  *'  On  the  third  question,  whether  the  bye-paths  by  which 
the  slaves  were  accustomed  to  resort  to  their  huts  are  now  open  to  them  as 
apprentices,  I  agree  with  the  Attorney-general,  that  no  man  can  lawfully  stop 
up  ancient  paths  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  apprentices  must  be  considered 
as  tenants,  and  as  having  the  rights  incident  to  that  character ;  amongst  these 
is  the  right  of  resorting  to  the  tenement  demised  by  any  accustomed  or  convenient 
pathway  lying,  through  the  land  of  the  person  making  the  demise. 

"  The  right  of  a  wife,  real  or  putative,  to  resort  to  her  husband's  hut,  and 
there  to  remain  with  him  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  proprietor  of  the  soil, 
seems  to  me  to  rest  upon  an  equally  clear  ground.  In  common  with  every  other 
tenant,  the  apprenticed  labourer  may  admit  upon  the  demised  premises  any 
person  whom  it  may  be  his  pleasure  to  receive  there.  The  Act  of  Assembly, 
indeed,  enables  the  constables  to  imprison  any  apprentice  not  employed  on  the 
plantation  who  may  be  found  loitering  thereon,  without  the  knowledge  or  per*- 
mission  of  the  owner.  But  these  terms  certainly  cannot  apply  to  the  case  of  a 
woman  engaged  in  her  ordinary  duties  or  pursuits  under  the  roof  of  her  real  or 
supposed  husband." 

6.  Mr.  Dillon  calls  attention,  for  the  third  time,  to  the  prevalence  of  yaws  in 
his  district,  and  repeats  his  suggestions  as  to  the  necessity  of  erecting  district 
hospitals,  and  compelling  the  managers  to  send  all  persons  afflicted  with  this 
disease  to  the  nearest  place  of  cure.  He  adds,  that  if  this  recommendation  should 
again  pass  unnoticed,  he  means  to  petition  the  legislature  of  Jamaica  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Dillon's  previous  suggestions  to  the  same  effect  had  not  escaped  me  ;  but 
as  the  other  special  magistrates  were  silent  on  this  point,  and  as  no  information 
with  regard  to  it  had  reached  me  from  any  other  quarter,  I  had  not  sufficient 
proof  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure  to  justify  me  in  recommending  to  the 
Assembly  the  adoption  of  it.  If,  however,  you  should  find,  on  inquiry,  that  the 
<}uestion  is  really  as  important  as  Mr.  Dillon  imagines,  you  will  not  fml  to  bring 
it  under  the  consideration  of  that  body. 

7.  With  a  view  to  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  special  magistracy,  Mr.  Gregg 
recommends  that  all  complaints  should  be  heard  by  two  specid  magistrates  instead 
of  one ;  which  might  be  done  if  convenient  stations  were  chosen,  and  the  two 
magistrates  made  a  perpetual  circuit  roimd  their  district,  sitting  for  two  days  at  a 
time  at  each  station. 

Mr,  Bourne  had  previously  drawn  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  the  districts 
are  at  present  distributed  ;  and  suggested  that  each  special  magistrate  should  be 
placed  in  the  centre  of  his  district  within  reach  of  every  estate ;  and  that  a  small 
nmnber  of  pohcemen  should  be  stationed  close  to  his  residence. 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  without  further  information,  to  pronoimce  on  the 
merits  of  these  suggestions ;  but  it  is  probable  that  some  arrangement  which 
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would  facilitate  the  administration  of  justice  by  the  special  magistracy  might  be       JAMAICA. 

made  with  great  advantage,  and  I  shall  be  happy  if  you  find  yourself  able  to  

adopt  or  suggest  any  more  eflfectual  means  for  this  purpose  than  at  present  exist. 
I  have  thought  it  better  to  bring  these  matters  specially  under  your  notice, 
but  I  am  persuaded  they  have  not  escaped  your  attention.  Of  this  I  have  long 
been  aware,  and  every  fresh  conmiunication  from  you  confirms  me  in  the  con- 
viction resulting  from  your  conduct  both  in  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica,  that  you  are 
quite  alive  to  the  importance  of  leaving  no  means  untried  for  the  correction  of 
any  abuse,  the  existence  of  which  these  reports  may  lead  you  to  suspect. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  64.— 
(No.  156.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.  b. 

Sir,  Downing.street,  2  October  1837.  N^-  ^4- 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  128,  of  the  12th  of  June,  enclosing  the   fr^ 
reports  of  the  special  magistrates  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  of  March.      the^t^^^^  ^e/a. 

I  have  read  these  reports  with  attention  and,  upon  the  whole,  with  satisfaction.  tioQ  ^^^^^  ^^o//.* 
Mr.  E.  D.  Bajrnes  gives,  indeed,  a  discouraging  account  of  the  state  of  feeUng  ^^37,  P^^^^''^^ 
subsisting  between  the  apprentices  and  their  employers  in  his  district ;  but  I  am  Sl5i.o^_  ^  ^' ), 
happy  to  observe  that  in  this  respect  his  report  forms  a  contrast  to  the  rest ;  his 
appears  to  be  one  of  the  very  few  districts  in  which  the  eight-hour  system  still 
prevails  ;  and  the  rate  of  wages  which  are  there  given  for  extra  labour  is  certainly 
below  the  average.     I  cannot  but  hope,  therefore,  that  the  remaining  abuses  to 
which  h^  calls  attention  are  not  so  prevalent  in  other  parts  of  Jamaica  as  he 
may  suppose.     In  these  reports  the  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  is  almost 
every  where  stated  to  be  good ;  and  the  instances   in  which  a  bad  feeling   is 
noticed  as  still  subsisting  between  them  and  their  employers  are  comparatively 
few.     I  observe,  also,  that  although  the  crop,  owing  to  the  dry  weather,  is  not 
expected  to  be  a  plentiful  one,  there  is  not  a  single  magistrate  by  whom  the 
anticipated  failure  is  attributed  to  any  misconduct  or  want  of  industry  on  the 
part  of  the  labouring  population. 

After  what  I  have  already  said  in  my  previous  despatches,  there  is  only  one 
topic  to  which  I  think  it  necessary  more  particularly  to  advert. 

Both  Mr.  Baynes  and  Mn  Marlton  complain  of  the  practice  of  punishing 
apprenticed  labourers  by  order  of  local  magistrates  ;  I  can  scarcely  beUeve  that  a 
practice  so  obviously  illegal  is  generally  prevalent ;  but  you  will  remember  that 
in  aU  such  cases  a  summary  remedy  is  in  your  hands,  which  it  will  be  your  duty 
to  exercise.  Every  instance  of  this  kind  will  be  immediately  reported  to  you  by 
the  special  magistrate,  and  you  will  lose  no  time  in  remitting  the  pimishment, 
and  in  removing  from  the  conunission  of  the  peace  the  local  magistrate  by  whose 
authority  it  was  inflicted. 

With  regard  to  appraisements,  which  form  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hill's  report,  I 
abstain  at  present  from  making  any  remarks,  both  because  you  state  that  the 
question  is  imder  your  consideration,  and  because  I  could  add  little  to  what  I 
have  already  said  on  this  subject  in  a  despatch  which  has  been  laid  before  the 
legislature  of  Jamaica.  Mr.  Hill  appears  to  me  to  have  succeeded  very  well  in 
proving  the  unfairness  of  the  system  against  which  he  contends  ;  but  has  not 
suggested  any  adequate  remedy,  nor  defined  with  equal  precision  the  principle 
upon  which  they  ought  to  be  conducted. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Gknelg. 
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—  No.  66.  — 

(No  172.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from   Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.c.b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  8  Sept.  1837. 

In  transmitting  the  usual  quarterly  reports  for  the  period  ending  30th  June, 
from  the  special  magistrates,  I  beg  to  point  your  Lordship's  attention  to  that  of 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  for  a  district  in  St.  Thomas  in  the  East. 

He  is  unfortunately  involved  in  disputes  with  some  of  the  principal  planters 
in  that  parish,  and  I  have  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  into  their  causes  and  origin. 

As  far  as  my  information  at  present  enables  me  to  judge,  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain  has  been  right ;  and  I  have  directed  him  to  be  defended,  should  an  action 
ultimately  be  carried  on  against  him. 

I  would,  however,  beg  your  Lordship  to  suspend  any  decision  on  his 
report,  till  I  can  transmit  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  proceedings 
of  both  parties. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Lionel  SmitL 


(Enclosures  in  No.  66.) 

(No.  1.) 
Sir,  Kingston,  8  July  1837. 

EocUinNo.  65.  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  four  reports,  for  the  month  and  quarter  ending  30th 

Jane  1837  ;  viz.  a  return  of  complaints ;  a  return  of  the  number  and  nature  of  complaints, 
8cc.;  a  return  of  valuations ;  and  a  return  according  to  Table  A. 

From  the  nature  of  the  complaints,  and  of  the  punishments  inflicted,  it  is  satisfaQtory 
to  suppose,  that  the  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  the  parish  of  Kingston  is  gradually 
improving. 

There  appears  no  unusual  bad  feeling,  at  the  present  moment,  between  the  apprentice  and 
his  owner ;  yet  much  reciprocal  kindness  can  scarcely  be  imagined  to  exist  between  parties 
whose  interests  are  so  directly  opposed,  where  one  endeavours  to  exact  as  much  exertion  a^ 
possible,  and  the  other  exercises  every  ingenuity  to  escape  from  a  task,  for  which  he  obtains 
not  the  slightest  remuneration. 

The  apprentice  is  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  his  labour,  knd  never  fails  to  exact  it  when 
opportunities  offer.  The  usual  rate  of  wages  for  a  common  labourer,  per  diem,  is  from 
Is,  6 d.  to  2 8.  sterling,  and  for  a  mechanic,  from  3 «.  to  5 «.  per  diem,  sterling.  The  con- 
dition of  the  free  chfldren  of  apprentices,  who  are  not  attached  to  wealthy,  respectable 
femilies,  must  be  wretched  in  the  extreme ;  and,  I  am  afraid,  much  distress  and.  crime  is 
occasioned  by  the  total  inability  of  the  parents  to  support  them.  The  usual  allowance 
amongst  respectable  families,  for  the  weekly  support  of  a  domestic,  is  3  s.  sterling  per  week ; 
some  give  4  $. ;  but  the  most  numerous  class  of  owners  insist  upon  a  right  to  afford  no  more 
than  2  s.  sterling  per  week.  This  claim,  they  state,  is  founaed  on  the  I6th  clause  of  the 
Abolition  Act,  which  refers,  as  a  guide  on  this  subject,  to  ''  An  Act  for  the  Government  of 
Slaves,"  passed  in  the  year  1831.  The  11th  clause  of  that  Act  states,  that  the  slave  shall 
have  good  and  ample  provision,  but  not  one  word  as  to  the  amount  in  money.  In  order 
to  obtain  this,  they  refer  to  a  Slave  Act,  passed  in  1816,  wherein  2  8.  sterling  are  laid  down 
as  equivalent  to  provisions,  &c.  If  reference  is  again  made  to  the  "  Act  for  the  Governmwit 
of  Slaves,''  passed  in  1831,  clause  62,  it  will  be  found,  that  the  minimum  of  food  given  to 
slaves  confined  in  the  house  of  correction  is  such  as  would  cost,  at  the  present  moment, 
6  8.  ed.  sterling  for  each  individual  per  week.  The  apprentice,  therefore,  of  the  present  day, 
has  but  one-third  the  quantity  of  food  allowed  him  which  was  afforded  to  slaves,  confined 
as  prisoners,  from  the  year  1831  up  to  August  1834.  The  fact  is,  provisions  are  fully  two^ 
thirds  higher  priced  at  the  present  moment  than  in  the  year  1816. 

This  exposition  will  in  some  measure  account  for  the  numerous  complaints  on  the  single 
head  of  aosence,  which,  in  this  town,  chiefly  means  nothing  more  than  non-payment  of 
wages,  or  rather  the  appropriation  of  the  profit  of  his  own  lalK>ur  to  the  apprentice  himselt 
It  will  also  throw  some  lignt  on  the  frequent  cases  of  petty  thefts,  which  are  so  often  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  local  magistrates. 

Every 
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Every  facility  is  now  afforded  for  the  education  and  religious  instruction  of  the  lower         JAMAICA* 
orders  in  Kingston ;  but  the  apprentice  is  still  too  much  confined  by  the  duties  required  by        _-— _ 
his  owner  to  avail  himself  of  the  means  thus  offered.     Nor  is  it  probable  the  owner  will 
submit  to  a  considerable  pecuniary  loss,  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  an  apprentice,  for 
the  purpose  of  education,  who,  in  a  few  short  months,  will  be  beyond  his  guidance  and 
control. 

When  the  small  sum  now  awarded  (average  8  L  sterling)  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of 
an  apprenticeship,  together  with  the  comparative  small  number  (27)  who  have,  under  the 
9th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act,  claimed,  during  the  last  quarter,  their  freedom,  is  considered, 
either  little  desire  to  be  released  from  servitude,  or  much  poverty,  must  be  inferred.  When 
firee,  the  apprentice  generally  continues  the  pursuits  he  was  previously  habituated,  and 
from  the  few  instances  which  have  come  under  my  observation,  a  most  material  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  his  condition. 

I  would  most  respectfully  beg  ^to  suggest  the  immediate  adoption  of  a  registry-office  for 
servants ;  and  the  establishment  of  a  savings'  bank,  of  such  high  character  as  would  insure 
the  confidence  and  support  of  the  labouring  classes  of  this  community. 

I  have,  &c. 

Charles  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  H.  Moresby,  Special  Justice. 

Gov.  Sec,  Spanish  Town. 


(No.  2.) 

Sir,  Port  Antonio,  Portland,  17th  July  1837. 

In  conformity  to  the  orders  of  your  Excellency,  date  23d  September  1836,  and  No.  63, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  my  replies  to  the  questions,  commencing  with  the  first. 

I.  The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  my  district  has,  with  some  exceptions,  been 
very  good.  Complaints  have  been  made  of  insumciency  of  work,  but  not  on  many  pro- 
perties. 1  regret  to  say  that  pilfering  fruit,  ground  provisions,  canes  and  corn,  still  continues, 
and  of  which  proprietors  and  overseers  complain  much. 

.  2.  There  certainly  is  no  want  of  good  feeling  at  present  between  the  employers  and  the 
apprentices ;  but  during  the  month  of  May  I  was  compelled  to  punish  many  whole  gangs, 
and  make  unpleasant  examples. 

3.  With  the  exception  of  going  late  to  work  in  the  morning  on  some  properties,  mothers 
of  young  children  neglecting  their  work  under  pretence  of  attending  to  their  children,  of 
whom  there  are  very  few  who  do  so,  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  do  work  willingly. 

4,  The  working  hours,  as  established  by  law,  are  from  sunnse  to  sunset,  never  working 
more  than  nine  hours  a  day,  or  40  J  hours  a  week,  with  the  exception  where  some  particu- 
lar allowances  are  given,  when  they  work  45  hours.  Time  always  divided,  so  that  they 
may  have  sufficient  time  to  retire  from  labour  to  rest. 

6.  Task-work  is  resorted  to  on  very  few  properties.  I  have  only  sanctioned  the  work  of 
manufacture  of  sugar.  I  entertain  no  doubt  but  when  task-work  is  established  by  law,  it 
will  lead  to  excellent  consequences. 

6.  On  some  properties  the  apprentices  vsdll  work  in  their  own  time,  in  the  manufacture  of 
«ugar,  at  the  rate  of  2  rf.  an  hour ;  also  in  digging  cane-holes,  at  the  rate  of  5  d,  and  6  d. 
tiie  dozen. 

7.  No  indulgence  is  withheld  them. ' 

8.  The  condition  of  the  free  children  is  lamentable ;  it  is  supposed  that  their  mothers  sup- 
port them.  They  pass  their  time  in  idleness,  and  are  perfect  nuisances  to  the  properties  on 
which  they  reside.  Many  are  now  of  an  age  capable  of  light  work ;  but  their  mothei-s  make 
every  objection  to  their  being  employed. 

9.  There  is  a  school  in  Port  Antonio,  to  which  a  few  firee  children  are  sent.  There  is  also  a 
Sunday-school,  conducted  by  the  clergyman  of  the  parish,  and  another  by  the  Wesleyan 
clergyman.  The  church  is  well  attended,  but  much  too  small :  one  of  larger  dimensions  is  to 
be  erected,  and  a  chapel  is  in  progress. 

10.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  a  very  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  purchase 
their  discharge,  although  many  have  the  means.  Two  house  servants  have  purchased  their 
discharge  in  this  quarter. 

II.  One  man,  a  carpenter,  is  manager  of  a  small  property;  another  is  a  fisherman;  the 
women  generally  hire  themselves  as  domestics. 

12.  It  is  a  general  opinion  that  the  ensuing  return  vrill  exceed  considerably  those  of  late 
years.    The  seasons  have  been  very  fine. 

13.  I  have  no  suggestion  to  make. . 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  Henry  Waddingtofi,  Special  Justice. 

&C.     &c.     &c. 


(No.  3.) 

Sir,  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  1  July  1837. 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  contained  in  your  circular.  No.  63,  the  King's  House,  28d 
September  1836, 1  beg  leave  to  state. 

1  &  2.  That  the  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  my  district,  since  my  last  report, 
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JAMAICA.       bJ^  beea  satisfactory.     That  there  appears  to  be  no  want  of  good  feeling  between  their 
...«.«_        employers  and  themselves. 

3.  That  since  the  new  scale  of  labour  has  been  adopted,  complaints  for  deficiency  of  labour 
has  nearly  ceased,  the  apprentices  working  cheerfully  under  it. 

4.  The  nine-hour  system  is  worked  upon ;  half  an  hour  allowed  for  breakfast,  and  two 
hours  and  half  relaxation  for  dinner. 

5.  Task-work  is  by  no  means  general,  and  when  resorted  to,  is  by  mutual  agreement. 

6.  The  apprentices  receive  every  encouragement  to  work  in  their  own  time  for  wages ; 
the  rates  varying  from  2s.  6  d.  to  Z$.  4d.  per  day,  paid  in  money ;  but  five  out  of  seven 
perfer  taking  their  time,  as  far  as  my  observation  has  gone. 

7  &  8.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  indulgences  are  withheld ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  many  con- 
ceded ;  and  the  condition  of  free  children  depends  very  much  on  the  care  of  their  parents, 
who  receive  much  assistance  in  that  respect  from  the  estates. 

9.  A  school  is  now  forming  for  the  education  and  religious  instruction  of  children ;  and 
the  attendance  at  church  and  in  the  school  bears  a  fair  proportion  to  the  accommodation. 

10  &  11.  Where  they  have  the  means,  the  apprentices  evince  a  desire  to  purchase  their 
discharge ;  but  I  have  given  none  since  my  last  report.  When  discharged,  they  generally 
hire  out  in  any  way  they  consider  most  advantageous  to  themselves- 

12  &  13.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  crops  are  highly  satisfactory,  the  seasons  hitherto 
most  favourable,  and  the  general  state  of  cultivation  rather  more  forward  than  last  year; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  state,  since  the  new  scale  of  labour  has  been  acted  upon,  that  the  appren- 
tices appear  to  work  more  cheerfully,  and  on  some  estates  have  completed  their  day's  labour 
by  11  and  12  o'clock. 

I  have,  &c. 

K.  S.  Warren,  Esq.  (signed)        Thomas  Thomas^  Special  Justice. 

Secretary,  &c.  &c. 


(No.  4.) 

Sir,  Windward  District  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  25  July  1837. 

A  SHARP  and  painful  attack  of  sickness  (a  disease  of  the  liver)  having  kept  me  confined 
during  the  last  six  weeks  of  the  quarter  endii^  30th  June,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to 
make  the  circuit  of  my  district  ere  I  could  report  with  any  accuracy  on  its  present  condition. 
Hence  the  delay  of  this  communication. 

I  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  this  district  is  as 
tranquil,  as  regards  the  apprentices,  as  any  in  the  island.  Offences  are  of  less  frequent 
occurrence,  and  are  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  worst  characters  on  the  estates,  the  very 
dregs  of  the  apprentice  population.  Labour  is  performed  better  and  in  greater  proportion 
than  heretofore ;  cultivation  proceeds  quietly ;  and  on  all  but  the  very  worst  mantled  proper- 
ties the  state  of  the  fields  snow  that  ^reat  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  operative 
industry  of  the  gangs ;  would  to  God  I  could  add,  that  corresponding  improvement  was 
perceptible  in  the  conduct  of  their  managers,  or  that  the  apprentices  were  more  cheerful, 
more  happy,  or  better  treated. 

The  apprentices  are  rapidly  advancing  in  civilization  and  intelligence ;  they  now  begin  to 
look  beyond  the  present.  Hope,  a  new  found  acquaintance,  teaches  them  to  look  towards 
the  future,  and  their  language  and  conduct  alike  evince  the  e^er  longing  with  which  they 
do  look  forward  to  the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship.  To  say  they  are  content  would 
be  absurd ;  equally  untrue  would  it  be  to  say,  that  anything  like  good  feelings  are  en- 
tertained by  them,  generally,  towards  their  masters.  The  real,  plain  truth  is,  they  have 
not  the  least  confidence  in  those  masters,  least  of  all  in  their  immediate  managers,  whose 
conduct,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  too  many  instances,  justifies  the  distrust  of  the  apprentices. 

The  improvement  before  described,  (and  which  is  attributable  solely  to  the  pleasing  antici- 
pation of  approaching  freedom,  which  in  some  degree  reconciles  him  to  the  endurance  of  his 
present  "  altered  but  unameliorated"  condition,)  has  not  procured  for  the  apprentice  the 
\  smallest  additional  indulgence;  on  the  contrary,  the  desire  of  their  managers  "  to  make  the 

j^  most  of  them"  acquires  strength  in  proportion  to  the  abridgment  of  the  term  in  which  that 

desideratum  must  be  attained ;  and  tnis  feeling,  acting  upon  minds  soured  by  the  prospect 
of  early  loss  of  their  remaining  power,  places  the  characters  of  a  majority  of  those  gentle- 
men in  a  point  of  view  which  shows  strikingly  and  lamentably  their  moral  inferiority  to 
many,  very  many,  of  those  under  their  iron  government. 

The  agricultural  appearance  of  the  district  in  general  is  very  gratifying,  and  promises 
well  for  next  crop  ;  that  just  now  "  finished  "  has  in  most  cases  exceeded  the  preceding  one, 
and  some  few  have  fallen  off ;  all  have  suffered  more  or  less  by  the  late  drought. 

Scarcity  of  ground  provisions  is  generally  and  very  severely  felt.  The  evil  is  ascribed 
to  various  causes,  such  as  the  drought,  "  indolence  of  the  apprentices,"  and  their  practice  of 
working  for  hire  in  their  own  time  in  preference  to  tilling  their  grounds.  How  far  these 
causes  have  contributed  to  the  effect  complained  of  I  cannot  say  ;  but  my  own  experience 
suggests  another,  which  I  am  confident  has  done  much  to  produce,  and  is,  I  apprehend, 
very  likely  to  prolong  it,  viz.  the  wanton  and  impolitic  conduct  of  the  managers  m  with- 
drawing the  watchmen  from  the  provision-grounds  of  their  people;  wanton,  because  tha 
men  so  taken  away  added  nothing  to  the  effective  strength  of  their  gangs,  being,  in  99 
cases  of  the  100,  ulcerated,  maimed,  or  very  aged  negroes;  and  impolitic,  because  the 
grounds  thus  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  runaways  and  other  thieves,  hogs,  cattle,  &c., 

no 
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no  longer  afforded  to  the  negro  a  certainty  of  return  for  his  labour;  he  had  no  longer  an        JAMAICA. 

inducement  to  plant,  for  the  probability  was  he  would  never  reap.     Cases  have  occurred        

within  my  own  knowledge  of  nearly  the  whole  of  an  estate's  gang  (as,  recently,  at  KnolUs 
estate)  after  the  faithful  performance  of  their  week's  duty,  travelling  to  their  provision- 
grounds,  several  miles  distant,  only  to  find  that  the  labour  of  their  own  days  during  many 
many  months  had  been  expended  in  vain ;  the  cattle  of  some  neighbouring  property  having 
broken  in  and  destroyed  at  one  fell  swoop  the  blooming  prospect  of  plentiiul  returns,  and 
with  it  the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  provide  for  themselves,  their  wives  and  children,  those 
necessary  comforts  with  which  their  masters  no  longer  provide  them,  save  as  a  means  of 
extorting  extra  labour. 

The  necessary  consequence  of  such  a  state  of  things  is,  that  the  apprentice,  declining  to 
bestow  his  time  and  labour  in  a  manner  so  precarious  chooses,  rather  to  work  for  hire,  as  a 
readier  mode  of  supplying  his  wants ;  or  when  prudence,  or  the  force  of  habit  prevail,  he 
hires*  from  some  other  proprietor  land  which  he  may  safely  cultivate,  and  from  which  the 
caprice  of  the  planter  cannot  eject  him  when  he  ceases  to  be  his  property  ;  thus,  like  the 
day-labourer,  effectually  severing  his  interests  from  those  of  the  master  who  will  not 
protect  him. 

The  abandonment  of  large  tracts  of  provision-land  is  thus  accounted  for ;  and  as  other 
apprentices  will  doubtless  follow  the  example  set  by  their  fellows,  an  annual  scarcity  may 
be  expected,  unless  the  proprietors  turn  their  attention  to  that  branch  of  agriculture. 

Could  the  planters  be  persuaded  to  examine  dispassionately  the  position  they  now 
occupy,  could  they  shake  oft  the  infatuation  which  impels  them  to  clutch  with  convulsive 
eagerness  the  remnant  of  their  waning  but  still  pernicious  power.  Would  they  relax  the 
unnecessary  and  vexatious  rigour  of  their  present  mode  of  management,  and  the  nip-cheese 
economy  which  enables  them  to  save  a  few  barrels  of  salt  herrings,  or,  it  may  be,  a  piece  of 
"  penniston"  or  "  osnaburghs,"  by  stopping  or  curtailing  the  accustomed  allowance  of  plan- 
tations, they  might  arrest  the  rapid  progress  of  estrangement  which  is  perceptibly  destroy- 
ing the  attachment  of  the  negro  to  the  spot  in  which  ne  was  born,  or  where  a  relative,  a 
friend,  or  "  shipmate,"  lies  buried,  a  feehng  well  known  to  exert  a  powerful  influence  on 
his  mind,  and  on  which  those  managers,  who  constitute  the  few  honourable  exceptions  to  my 
general  account,  rely,  with  perfect  confidence,  as  their  security  for  his  continuance  in  his  old 
station,  as  a  free  labourer,  after  1840.  Unhappily  very  few  symptoms  of  such  relaxation 
are  observable,  the  great  mass  of  managers  having  no  vested  interest  in  the  estates  under 
their  charge,  and  holding  their  situations  at  the  will  of  middlemen  or  "  attomies,"  who  are 
themselves  removable  by  the  proprietor  or  mortgagee  at  a  moment's  notice ;  take  little  care 
for  the  future,  and  are  perfectly  reckless  of  consequences  that  may  arise  from  their  in- 
judicious management,  and  anxious  only  to  secure  their  "  births,"  they  endeavour  by  in- 
numerable evasions  of  the  law  and  petty  oppressions  to  make  the  most  of  the  present,  and 
goad  the  apprentice  to  increased  exertion.  These  petty  oppressions  have  increased  in  a 
remarkable  aegree. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

While  the  recent  decisions  of  the  Chief  Justice  have  so  effectually  hampered  the  magis- 
trates, that  the  planter  may  safely  pursue  the  course  he  has  marked  out  for  himself,  assured 
that  he  has  now  little  to  fear  from  an  Act  which  has  been  reduced  to  little  more  than  a  dead 
letter,  A  "  remedial  Act"  passed  on  behalf  of  the  negroes,  but  stripped  of  the  power  to 
benefit  or  protect  them  by  the  dicta  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Of  these  facts,  or  at  least  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  magistrate's  power  to  protect  them,  the  apprentices  appear  to  be  fully 
aware,  and  I  am  well  assured  that  many  of  them  submit  in  silence  to  grievous  wrong  rather 
than  by  invoking  the  law  involve  themselves  in  a  contest  with  masters  who  now  enjoy  such 
facilities  for  escape  from  its  provisions.  I  need  not,  I  imagine,  reiterate  my  representations 
with  regard  to  valuations,  ana  those  loathsome  dens  or  prisons  the  estate  hospitals,  having 
already  had  the  honour  of  calling  the  attention  of  your  Excellency,  and  your  Excellency's 
predecessor,  to  the  subject.  I  will  only,  in  conclusion,  repeat,  that  to  the  correct  moral  and 
religious  principles  of  the  apprentices  must  alone  be  attributed  the  tranquillity  which 
happily  pervades  this  district.     To  the  masters  no  credit  whatever  is  due. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  (signed)        H,  S.  Cooper, 

&c.     &c.     &c.  Special  Magistrate. 


No.  6. 

Sir,  Hope  Bay,  St.  George's,  1  July  1837. 

I  regret  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  long  period  of  dry  weather  which  we  have 
experienced,  has  very  materially  injured  the  crops,  both  for  this  and  the  next  year.  All  the 
spring  plants  throughout  my  district  have  been  burnt  out.  We  have  had  fine  rains  for  the 
last  month,  and  vegetation  is  recovering  itself  rapidly,  after  having  been  so  long  stopped  ; 
but  the  shipments  for  the  1st  of  August  have  been  thrown  back  very  considerably. 

The  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  this  part  of  the  island  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  using  the  whip  somewhat  severely  this  month  on  those 
'persons  who  have  charge  of  cattle,  and  who  have  allowed  them  to  trespass  on  the  provision 
grounds  of  the  apprentices,  to  such  an  extent  in  some  cases,  that  the  provisions  have  been 

entirely 

*  Exteusively  practised  by  apprentices  in  the  mountain  part  of  this  district. 
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JAMAICA.        entirely  destroyed,  and  a  ^at  proportion  of  the  people  supported  by  the  overseer  on  rice 
-  and  oatmeal.     Ground  provisions  were  never  known  to  be  so  scarce  as  they  are  now.    Yama 

are  just  coming  into  season,  and  if  the  weather  continues  favourable,  I  trust  that  the  present 
scarcity  will  soon  cease. 

I  have,  8cc. 

(signed)         William  Hevoitt. 


(No.  6.) 

Sir,  Dover  House,  St.  George's,  1  July  1837. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  my  district,  since  my  last  general  quarterly 
report,  has  been  peaceable  and  industrious ;  they  perform  their  laoour  well  and  willingly ; 
and  to  these  causes  I  attribute  the  good  feeling  which  almost  universally  subsists  between 
them  and  their  owners.  The  spirit  and  disposition  of  both  toward  each  other  is  generally 
of  a  more  amicable  description  than  I  have  observed  since  I  came  to  the  island :  and  a 
desire  to  encourage  mutual  forbearance  and  confidence  seems  to  spread  more  and  more 
every  day.  Complaints  against  employers  are  very  few ;  whilst  on  the  other  side  the 
charges  now  brought  forward  are  neither  so  numerous  nor  of  so  aggravated  a  nature  as^ 
formerly. 

As  regards  task-work,  the  working  hours  generally  in  use,  of  the  intervals  of  relaxation, 
I  beg  to  refer  to  my  report  of  llth  October  1836,  no  alteration  having  been  made  since 
that  period. 

During  the  unusually  dry  weather  which  prevailed  for  almost  four  months  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  ground  provisions  either  grew  very  badly,  or  else  failed  altogether  ;  those 
planted  since  the  commencement  of  the  rains  have  not  yet  become  fit  for  consumption, 
consequently  the  people  are  not  as  plentifully  supplied  with  provisions  as  usual,  and  the 
desire  or  necessity  to  work  for  money  wages  on  Saturdays  has  proportionably  increased* 
The  people  generally  insist  on  being  paid  according  to  the  quantity  of  work  each  individual 
performs,  and  some  earn  from  2  5.  6  rf.  to  45.  2  ^.  atid  upwards  per  diem,  at  field  work. 

On  the  subject  of  withholding  indulgences^  with  which  the  people  were  accustomed  to  be 
supplied  whilst  they  were  slaves,  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  Report  of  31  December  1836. 

The  condition  of  the  free  children  is  altogether  that  of  the  most  uncontrolled  liberty  to 
wander  about  in  perfect  idleness.  They  are,  except  in  a  few  instances,  not  employed  in  any 
manner,  and  their  parents  appear  to  consider  it  as  disgraceful  or  humiUating  for  a  free  child 
to  work  like  apprentices.  Where  means  of  gratuitous  education  are  at  hand,  it  often  requires 
some  pei*suasion  to  induce  them  to  compel  their  children  to  attend  at  school.  The  schools  at 
Annotto  Bay  under  the  management  of  the  parish  authorities  are  very  badly  attended  ;  whilst 
that  at  Fort  Stewart,  under  the  direction  of  the  curate,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Only  one  man,  a  cooper,  has  purchased  his  dischaige  since  my  last  report.  I  am  informed 
that  he  has  hired  himself  to  his  previous  master,  Mr.  Bond,  of  Annotto  Bay,  to  work  at  his 
trade  as  usual. 

The  drought  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  injured  many  cane-fields  so  considerably,  that 
it  was  found  necessary  to  plant  them  over  again  when  the  i-ains  commenced.  Much  valu- 
able time  and  labour  have  been  expended  in  vain,  and  canes  that  should  be  cut  for  this 
year's  crop  must  stand  over  for  next;  and  although  the  fields  generally  are  now  in  tolerably 
good  order,  and  appearances  very  favourable,  uiere  must  be  a  much  smaller  quantity  of 
sugar  made  than  planters  set  down  in  their  estimates.  The  seasons,  for  the  last  quarter^ 
have  been  very  favourable  for  all  descriptions  of  estates  and  plantation  work  and  crops. 

The  appearance  of  the  coffee  plantations  leads  the  planters  to  expect  that  they  will  have 
a  much  more  abundant  crop  than  they  have  seen  for  some  years. 

I  have,  &c. 
J.  R.  Warren,  Esq.,  (signed)        E.  E,  Fishboume,  Special  Justice. 

Governor's  Secretary,     The  King's  House. 


(No.  7.) 

Sir,  Westmorland,  Leeward  District,  11  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting,  for  your  Excellency's  information,  replies  to  the 
several  questions,  from  number  1  to  13,  as  required  by  your  Excellency,  to  the  present 
date. 

1.  Generally  good. 

2.  I  know  of  none. 

3.  Willingly  and  cheerfully. 

4.  Nine  hours  per  diem,  allowing  one  hour  for  breakfast  and  two  for  dimier. 

5.  Very  fi'equent,  and  much  encouraged  by  their  masters  and  managers. 

6.  Usual,  and  encouraged  so  to  do ;  receiving  from  2s.6d.to  3s.  4d.  per  diem,  cash 
payment. 

7.  I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

8.  They  are  generally  supplied,  as  before,  medical  attendance,  and  on  some  estates 
educated. 

9.  Four 
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9.  Four  schools,  four  places  for  divine  worship,  and  one  church  erecting  (Trinity).  JAMAICA. 

10.  Yes,  10.  

1 1.  I  know  not. 

12.  Very  good ;  cultivation  good ;  season  good. 

13.  Not  any. 

I  have,  8cc. 
To  His  Excellency  (signed)        JS.  D.  Pkilp,  Special  Justice. 

Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  &.c.  &c.  &c. 
The  King's  House. 


(No.  8.) 

Answers  to  13  Questions. 

1.  Good. 

2.  None. 

3.  I  hear  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

4.  Generally  nine ;  one  allowed  for  breakfast  and  two  for  dinner. 

5.  On  some  properties;  I  know  of  no  objection  by  either. 
(J.  Frequently,  when  required,  at  2^.  Id,,  2s.  6d.  per  diem. 

7.  None. 

8.  Grenerally  speaking  good  ;  by  their  parents. 

9.  Maning's  free  school,  and  several  otners,  all  well  attended. 

10.  Not  near  so  many ;  none  discharged  since  my  last  report. 

11.  Generally  as  house-servants. 

12.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  promising,  and  the  general  state  of  culti 
ration  good ;  the  season  has  been  very  favourable. 

13.  None. 

(signed)         T.  M.  Oliver,  Special  Justice. 


(No.  0.) 

Mount  Edgecombe  Pen,  10th  July  1837. 
Sir,  Uolins's  River,  P.  O.  i 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that, 
since  my  last  quaiterly  return,  the  apprentices  in  this  district  have  conducted  themselves 
orderly  and  well ;  and  on  most  properties  are  at  present  giving  general  satisfaction ;  com- 
plaints of  all  kinds  are  much  on  the  decrease ;  good  crops  expected  next  year ;  the  cane 
nelds  are  in  good  order ;  and  th^  general  cultivation  looking  extremely  gratifying. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  Captain  S.  R.  Warren,  (signed)        D.  W.  Kelly,  S.  M. 

&c.    &c. 


(No.  10.) 
Answer  to  Circular,  No.  63,  King's  House,  23d  September  1836. 

1.  The  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  this  district  has  been,  generally  speaking,  good, 
since  I  had  the  honour  to  make  my  last  report. 

2.  I  do  not  perceive  much  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  apprentices  and  their 
masters. 

3.  The  apprentices  go  to  their  work  willingly  on  the  whole ;  there  are,  on  most  properties, 
some  apprentices  who  work  but  little  either  tor  their  masters  or  themselves. 

4.  Tne  eight  hour  system  is  pretty  general  in  this  district. 

5.  Task-work  is  very  generally  resorted  to,  and  the  beneficial  eflfect  acknowledged  by  the 
master  and  felt  by  the  apprentices. 

6.  As  stated  in  my  last  report,  there  has  not  been  much  demand  for  extra  labour  lately  in 
this  district. 

7*  I  have  not  heard  of  any  of  the  usual  indulgences  being  withheld  from  the  apprentices. 

8.  The  free  children  remain  with  their  mothers,  and  are  supported  by  them  as  here- 
tofore. 

9.  In  this  district  there  are  still  four  schools  and  three  places  of  worship ;  the  schools 
and  the  places  of  worship  are  well  attended. 

10.  More  applications  have  been  made  lately  to  value  apprentices  than  usual;  eight 
apprentices  were  valued  in  the  month  of  June,  three  of  whom  have  obtained  their  discharge. 

11.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  kinds  of  employment  the  negroes  betake  them- 
selves to  who  have  obtained  their  discharge ;  they  disperse  among  the  other  parishes.  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  that  are  employed  in  field  labour,  or  have  offered  to  work  there. 

12.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  fields  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  I 
hear  from  the  planters  that  the  crop  now  growing  will  be  a  fair  one. 

13.  I  have  no  suggestion  to  make,  or  any  practical  measure  to  recommend  at  present. 

Manchester  Parish,  Colonies  District,  (signed)       H.  W.  Danson,  Special  Justice. 

4  July  1837. 
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JAMAICA,  (No.  11.) 

Sir,  Mandeville  District,  Manchester,  12  July  1837. 

During  the  three  months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  of  the 
good  conduct  and  strict  attention  to  duty  of  the  apprentices  in  this  district  I  cannot  speak 
too  highly.  Their  behaviour  has  been  such  as  almost  entirely  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
their  masters  to  find  fault.  The  complaints  made  were  very  few,  and  nearly  in  every  instance 
of  the  most  trifling  nature.  Although  the  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  thus  been  every- 
thing that  their  best  friends  could  desire,  of  the  good  feeling  existing  between  them  and  their 
employers  I  regret  to  say  I  cannot  report  so  favourably  as  heretofore.  This  want  of  good 
feehng,  in  existence  at  the  present  moment,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  attributing  to  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  employer  (and  a  desire  which  I  observe  to  increase  daily)  to  make  the  appren- 
tice do  more  than  can,  with  any  reason,  be  required  from  him,  notwithstanding  they  perform 
their  work  willingly  and  well ;  and  the  best  proof  I  can  give  of  the  truth  of  this  important 
assertion,  will  be  in  stating,  that  during  the  period  to  which  this  report  refers,  there  has  only 
been,  in  this  extensive  and  valuable  district,  one  complaint  for  deficiency  of  labour. 
Latterly  the  apprentices  have  preferrecl  to  work  nine  hours  a  day  instead  of  eight,  that  they 
may  have  every  half,  or  every  other,  Friday  to  cultivate  their  grounds ;  and  on  many  pro- 
perties the  system  has  been  changed  accordingly.  The  intervals  of  relaxation  during  the 
working  hours  are  very  different ;  on  some  properties  they  have  one  hour,  on  others  an  nour 
and  a  half,  and  on  a  few  two  hours  I  believe.  They  have,  in  every  instance,  shown  a 
decided  preference  for  task -work,  when  the  task  given  is  reasonable  and  moderate,  but  where 
they  imagine  the  task  to  be  imposed  is  too  much  they  show  a  determined  resistance  to  it. 
They  are  always  willing  to  work  for  wages,  provided  they  can  earn  more  in  doing  so  than  in 
cultivating  their  pi o vision-grounds.  The  wages  given  is,  I  believe,  to  each  apprentice,  fVom 
Is,  Qd.  to  2  s.  6  d.  currency  per  day.  On  the  greater  number  of  properties  in  my  district 
the  apprentices  are  served  with  the  allowances  they  were  accustomed  to  receive  in  the  time  of 
slavery.  Sometimes,  however,  they  are  withheld  for  the  most  trifling  cause.  If  an  appren- 
tice complains  to  a  special  magistrate  of  an  injustice  done  to  him  they  are  withheld,  (I  mean 
the  allowances),  and  every  species  of  annoyance  instantly  put  in  play  against  him.     I  will 

FVe  an  instance.  There  is  a  property  in  my  district  belonging  to  Sir  John  M'Donald,  and 
am  confident,  from  the  system  of  annoyance  the  apprentices  have  to  endure,  that  at  the 
termination  of  the  apprenticeship,  not  one  of  them  will  remain,  unless,  in  the  meantime^ 
a  different  system  of  management  is  pursued.  A  few  women  came  to  complain  that  the 
nurses  were  taken  away  from  their  children  by  the  overseer,  and  that  he  made  use  of  the 
most  brutal  and  insulting  language  in  addressing  them ;  for  this,  and  because  some  of  the 
others  happened  to  ask  a  few  questions  about  tneir  rights,  notice  has  been  given  that  unless 
all  the  stock,  &c.,  which  they  were  allowed  to  rear  on  the  property  are  taken  up  withia 
a  certain  time,  they  will  be  shot.  All  their  allowances  have  been  stopped,  their  field  cooks 
taken  away  from  them,  and  the  nurses  from  their  free  children ;  in  fact,  every  way  in  which 
they  can  be  they  are  annoyed.  I  state,  and  I  do  so  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in 
Manchester  there  are  not  better  behaved  people  than  on  this  property,  yet,  because  they  dare 
complain  to  a  magistrate  of  an  injustice  done  to  them,  does  the  overseer  (acting,  of  course, 
under  his  attorney's  orders)  wreak  his  vengeance  on  them  in  this  way,  and  set  an  example 
for  men  like  himself  to  follow.  The  consequence  of  this  will  be  that  the  apprentices,  rather 
than  subject  themselves  to  such  bitter  and  heartless  persecution,  will  put  up  with  anything 
rather  than  complain  to  a  special  justice.  In  this  system  of  petty  revenge  does  the  attorney 
in  question  stand  pre-eminently  high — high  above  all  others  I  have  ever  known. 

The  free  children  are  altogether  supported  by  their  parents,  who  are  very  desirous  of 
having  them  educated  and  brought  up  properly.  There  are  very  few  schools  m  this  part  of 
the  parish;  where  they  are,  I  believe  the  free  children  always  attend.  With  regard  to 
religious  instruction,  I  Believe  the  accommodation  is  quite  equal  to  the  attendance.  Since 
my  last  report  only  seven  apprentices  have  been  able  to  purchase  their  discharge.  Numbers 
have  endeavoured  to  do  so,  but  in  consequence  of  the  high  rate  at  which  they  are  valued, 
have  not  been  able  to  effect  it.  When  they  have  obtained  their  discharge  they  hire  them- 
selves out.  I  know  many  instances  of  this.  Not  one  where  the  apprentice  did  not  betake 
himself  to  some  employment. 

I  hear  many  of  the  planters  say  that  even  if  the  apprentices,  in  picking  the  ensuing  crop, 
do  the  work  they  were  accustomed  to  do  in  the  time  of  slavery,  that  is  to  pick  one  barrel  per 
day,  and  as  much  more  for  wages,  they  will  not  (at  least  they  fear  so)  be  able  to  gather  in 
the  whole  of  the  crops,  the  trees  are  bearing  so  luxuriantly,  and  this  although  the  seasons 
have  been  far  from  the  most  favourable. 

I  have,  &c. 
3aptain  S.  R.  Warren,  J.  W.  Grant, 

Governor's  Secretary.    The  King's  House.  Specid  Justice. 


(No.  12. ) 

Sir,  May-hill  District,  Manchester,  1  July  1837. 

I   HAVE  the  honour  ^ain  tociddress  a  report  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the 

feneral  state  of  the  district  under  my  superintendence,  for  the  information  of  His  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  agreeable  to  Circular  No.  63.  I  return  to  this 
subject  with  great  pleasure,  because  I  am  enabled  to  bear  testimony  to  the  increasing  good 
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conduct  of  the  apprentices^  and  the  improvement  almost  daily  apparent  in  their  social  and        JAMAICA, 
moral  condition.     In  proof  of  their  good  conduct  I  refer  his  Excellency  to  my  return  of  com-  - 

plaints  for  the  last  quarter,  where  I  observe  only  50  cases,  most  of  which  are  of  a  very 
trifling  nature,  and  in  a  population  of  between  4,000  and  6,000  people. 

With  regard  to  their  condition,  it  is  only  necessary  to  attend  the  places  of  worship  on  the 
Sabbath,  to  be  convinced  of  their  eagerness  to  attend,  their  cleanly  and  respectable  appear- 
ance, and  their  devout  bearing,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  accommodation  from  their  num- 
bers in  the  chapels.  This  praiseworthy  feeling  has  been  accomplished  almost  within  ihe 
last  three  years,  and  bids  fair  to  increase  as  rapidly. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  that  good  feeling  between  the  apprentices  and  the  managers  (ex- 
cept in  a  very  few  instances)  that  I  could  wish,  and  which  would  tend  to  the  interest  of  both; 
this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  unyielding  conduct  of  the  latter,  who  I  am  confident  are  only 
restrained  from  relapsing  into  the  former  system  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law ;  as  it  is, 
every  opposition  is  tnrown  in  the  way  of  the  special  magistrate,  and  his  interference  is  looked 
upon  with  suspicion,  and  attended  with  abuse  and  insult.  I  have  addressed  his  Excellency 
once  on  this  subject,  and  I  am  about  to  do  so  again,  for  it  will  be  impossible  to  perform  the 
duties  of  my  office  unless  some  protection  is  afforded. 

The  working  hours  are,  as  usual,  between  six  a.  m.  and  four  p.  m.,  some  properties  allow- 
ing two  hours,  some  one,  about  mid-day,  for  breakfast.  Task-work  is  very  general,  but  only 
adopted  where  it  suits  the  interest  of  the  property ;  consequently  there  is  no  regularity  in 
this  mode  of  labour.  The  usual  indulgences  are  given  generally,  but  for  which  extra  work 
is  exacted,  such  as  watching  at  night.  There  is  still  on  the  part  of  the  people  a  great  desire 
to  purchase  their  exemption  from  the  apprenticeship,  but  it  is  not  often  accomplished,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  high  valuation  awarded. 

1  am  informed  the  crops  will  be  good,  although  the  weather  lately  has  been  unfavourable. 
Indeed  there  is  nothing  wanted,  I  consider,  but  patience  and  forbearance  on  the  part  of  those 
in  charge  of  properties,  to  render  the  present  system  beneficial  to  all  parties,  and  as  profitable 
as  in  the  brightest  days  of  Jamaica. 

I  have,  8cc, 

To  Captain  S.  R.  Warren,  &c.  &c.  (signed)        John  Gtirley,  Special  Justice. 

The  King's  House,  Spanish  Town. 


(No.  13.) 

Sir,  MUe  Gully  Pen,  7  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  this 
district  is  perfectly  tranquil.  The  apprentices  in  so  large  a  district,  about  6,000,  are  gene- 
rally behaving  well,  and  I  can  safely  state  that  on  all  the  great  estates  the  work  done  now 
durmg  the  hours  of  labour  is  equal  to  the  work  performed  in  the  same  time  during  slavery. 

I  observe  with  great  satisfaction  a  mutual  feeling  of  good  will  increasing  between  master 
and  man,  to  which  too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached.  The  apprentices  have  not  ex- 
pressed any  wish  to  change  from  the  eight-hour  system  on  which  they  are  worked  in  this 
district.  In  many  instances  the  people  are  allowea  an  hour  and  a  half  during  the  day,  but 
nowhere  less  than  an  hour.  I  am  glad  to  observe  task-work  generally  resorted  to,  and  I 
feel  certain  is  satisfactory  to  the  labourers. 

1  think  the  apprentice  prefers  his.  own  time  than  to  work  for  wages  ;  when  they  do  work, 
the  wages  in  money  is  from  Is.  Qd*  to  2s.  4d.  ?l  day.  The  mdulgences  usual  during 
slavery  are,  vrith  very  few  exceptions,  continued. 

The  parents  of  free  children  are  very  anxious  to  have  them  instructed,  and  they  attend  the 
different  houses  of  divine  worship  in  great  numbers. 

The  two  Protestant  churches  in  and  within  reach  of  this  district,  together  with  several 
other  places  of  worship  and  religious  histruction,  afford  accommodation  equal  to  the 
attendance. 

I  have  had  only  two  discharges  effected  since  my  last  report.  I  cannot  say  to  what  em- 
ployment the  discharged  apprentices  betake  themselves  to. 

The  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crops  is  good,  and  the  cultivation  is  at  this  moment  more  for- 
ward than  could  have  been  expected,  from  the  constant  and  heavy  rains  for  the  last  two 
months. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  S.  R.  Warren,  &c.  &c.  (signed)  W.  H.  Allay,  Special  Justice. 


(No.  14,) 
Sir,  St.  Ann,  10  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  submitting  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the  following  report  on 
the  general  state  of  this  district  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  30th  of  June  last. 

It  is  with  ereat  satisfaction  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  favourably  of  the  gene- 
ral conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  this  district,  as  evinced  in  their  improved  habits  of  industry 
and  quiet  and  orderly  demeanour.  The  mutual  feeling  of  dependancc  between  master  and 
apprentice,  which  it  is  a  principal  duty  of  those  administeri§g  the  Abolition  I*aw  to  encourage, 
continues  to  extend  itself  in  this  part  of  the  parish,  and  is  one  of  the  most  promising  features 
of  the  apprenticeship  system. 

The  apprentices  labour  nine  hours  per  day,  having  thus  half  a  day  every  week  for  the  cul- 
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JAMAICA.       tivation  of  their  grounds,  exclusive  of  Saturday;  but  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  report,  that 
'  for  some  time  past  they  do  not  appear  to  have  made  a  proper  use  of  this  time,  which,  if 

properly  applied,  is  quite  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  themselves  and  families ;  and  from 
n^lectmg  to  labour  m  their  own  time,  there  is  now  a  general  deficiency  of  provisions,  and 
several  of  the  people  are  in  a  state  of  great  destitution.  Task-work  is  not  generally 
applicable  in  this  district,  the  greater  part  of  the  properties  being  pens;  and  there  is  little 
occasion  for  extra  labour;  but  the  apprentices  evince  no  indisposition  to  work  for  hire 
during  their  own  time  when  adequate  remuneration  is  ofiered  to  them. 

The  free  children  are  supported  by  their  parents ;  but  I  regret  to  state,  that  they  are  other- 
wise left  almost  in  a  state  of  nature,  there  being  no  provision  whatever  for  their  education, 
and  no  pains  taken  to  bring  them  up  to  habits  of  industry.  Religious  instruction  is  very 
deficient  in  this  parish ;  but  this  defect  is  partly  in  the  course  of  oeing  remedied,  by  the 
erection  of  several  dissenting  places  of  worship. 

Several  valuations  have  ^en  place  since  the  period  of  my  last  report ;  but  of  these  only 
nine  have  been  completed,  by  the  payment  of  the  sum  awarded,  as  the  value  of  the  remain- 
ing period  of  the  apprenticeship.  In  many  instances  the  persons  valued  have  merely  trans- 
ferred their  services  to  another  owner ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain,  in  many  cases,  how 
they  employ  themselves  after  their  release. 

The  seasons  have  of  late  been  very  favourable,  and  the  properties  in  this  district  seem  to 
be  generally  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 

I  have,  8cc. 
Captain  Warren,  Governor's  Secretary,  (signed)        Henry  Laidlaw. 

King's  House. 


(No.  16.) 

Sir,  Brownstown,  10  July  1837. 

With  reference  to  cii^cular  No.  63,  of  23d  September  last,  calling  for  a  report  for  the 
quarter  ended  on  30th  ult.,  I  must  beg  to  state,  the  prevailing  complaint  is  insufficiency  of 
labour.  Having  received  the  circular  No.  1,028,  of  24th  June,  I  am  m  hopes  task-work  will, 
in  many  instances,  be  mutually  agreed  on. 

Complaints  against  apprentices  have  not  averaged  more  than  19  per  month.  Provisions 
are  becoming  very  scarce  owing  to  the  dry  weather,  and,  in  many  instances,  to  the  appren- 
tices not  working  their  grounds  regularly.  There  are  very,  few  estates  in  this  district ;  the 
rest,  consisting  of  pen  and  pimento,  is  kept  in  pretty  good  order. 

In  all  other  respects  I  could  not  vary  this  report  from  the  two  preceding  ones. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.  (signed)         Stanley  Rawlinson, 

Special  Justice. 


(No.  16.) 

Sir,  Islington,  St.  Ann's,  30  June  1837. 

This  being  the  period  for  making  my  quarterly  report  of  the  state  of  my  district,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  governor, 

I  have  the  honour  to  state,  that  there  is  little  variation  in  the  conduct  of  the  masters  and 
apprentices  since  my  last  report  under  date  of  the  31st  March. 

The  nine-hour  system  of  labour  is  still  continued  in  my  district ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  observe 
that,  amongst  those  who  have  attempted  to  evade  or  defeat  the  requirements  of  the  law  and 
the  instructions  of  his  Excellency,  are  to  be  found  some  gentlemen  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace  as  magstrates. 

When  his  Excellency's  circular  of  the  16th  September  last  was  received  by  me  to  enforce 
the  nine-hours'  system  of  labour,  I  visited  the  different  properties,  and  requested  the  masters 
and  managers  to  carry  it  into  effect  without  my  intervention,  which,  I  hoped,  would  appear 
to  the  apprentices  as  a  spontaneous  act  of  their  own,  and  was  likely  to  create  or  continue  a 
kindly  feeling  on  the  part  of  their  dependents.  It  is  my  determination  that  the  nine-hours* 
system  shall  be  continued  in  operation  in  this  district,  unless  his  Excellency  shall  be  pleased 
to  direct  otherwise ;  to  revert  again  to  the  eight-hours*  system  of  labour  will  create  universal 
dissatisfaction  among  the  apprentices,  as  the  primary  wish  and  object  of  the  employers  is  to 
use  it  chiefly  as  a  measure  of  oppression  and  annoyance  to  the  apprentices. 

It  is  my  humble  opinion  that  it  is  not  optional  with  the  masters,  &c.  (unless  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  apprentices,)  to  work  their  people  eight  or  nine  hours  daily,  as  may  suit  their 
whim  or  caprice ;  because  the  6th  clause  of  the  Act  in  Aid  distinctly  states,  that  *'  field 
labour  shall  commence  with  sunrise  and  terminate  with  sunset,  giving  such  cessation  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  as,  with  the  usual  half  hour  allowed  for  breakfast,  shall  reduce  the  actual 
time  of  labour  to  nine  hours  in  the  day.''  And  the  47th  clause  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition 
of  Slaveiy  states,  that  "  whereas  provision  made  in  this  Act  confines  the  hours  of  labour 
which  the  master  is  entitled  to  from  such  apprenticed  labourers  to  45  hours,  or  five  days  of 
nine  hours  each,  in  one  week ;"  and  a^ain,  same  clause,  *'  that  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
August  next,  every  praedial  apprenticed  labourer  shall  be  entitled  to  4  J  hours,  out  of  the  45 
weekly  working  hours  hereinbefore  mentioned,  for  the  cultivation  of  his  or  her  ground." 

It  therefore  appears  to  me,  that  if  the  apprentices  are  to  labour  nine  hours  in  the  day 
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and  that  4  J  hours  are  to  be  allowed  them  out  of  the  45  hours  of  five  days  in  the  week,  that  JAMAICA, 
the  said  4|  hours  must  be  given  consecutively,  and  not  by  piecemeal,  so  as  to  enable  the  .—..._ 
employers  to  cheat  them  out  of  that  portion  of  time.  The  field  constables,  vnth  few  excep- 
tions, not  having  timepieces,  renders  it  difficult  to  prove,  to  conviction,  when  the  people  are 
defrauded  of  an  hour  of  their  time,  when  given  daily,  under  the  eight-hours'  system ;  but 
it  is  not  such  an  easy  matter  to  be  accomplished  when  the  half  day,  or  4  §  hours,  is  given 
consecutively ;  besides  the  4  J  hours  is  given,  in  the  express  words  of  the  Act,  for  the  culti- 
vation of  their  (the  apprentices')  grounds.  How  is  this  cultivation  to  be  carried  into  effect 
if  doled  out  by  the  hour  daily.  It  is  well  known  that  the  negro  grounds  in  this  island  are 
generally  at  the  distance  of  half  to  three  miles;  the  time  so  allowed  would  be  consumed  in 
walking  to  and  back  from  such  grounds. 

It  is  true  that  during  the  time  of  crop,  or  in  cases  of  other  emergency,  the  4|  hours  can 
be  taken  avray,  but  it  must  be  repaid  again  afterwards,  as  stipulated  in  the  47th  clause. 

In  cases  of  valuation,  I  have  been  actually  surprised  and  ashamed  to  see  owners  offering 
to  swear,  in  order  to  convert  a  non-prsedial  into  a  preedial,  or  to  the  valuable  services  of  an 
apprentice,  for  the  purpose  of  enhancing  the  valuation,  who,  a  short  time  previous,  in  case 
of  a  complaint  against  the  same  individual,  in  order  to  procure  conviction,  would  on  oath 
denounce  the  delinquent  as  the  very  worst  character  on  the  estate. 

Hitherto,  in  compassion  for  the  infirmity  of  human  nature,  and  in  the  hope  and  expecta- 
tion that  as  the  apprenticeship  diminishes,  these  gentry  would  reflect  and  pursue  a  more 
laudable  system  of  management,  which  would  tend  to  the  interest  and  ultimate  benefit  of 
both  parties,  I  have  abstained  from  animadverting  upon  such  conduct,  but  I  now  find  that 
all  advice  or  admonition  is  lost  upon  people  who  appear  determined  to  throw  every  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  well  working  of  the  apprenticeship. 

As  regards  myself  individudly,  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  masters  and  managers  of 
this  district ;  they  are  always  polite  and  civil,  which  is  reciprocated  by  me  on  all  occasions ; 
but  no  consideration  shall  induce  me  to  permit  any  violation  of  the  law. 

Since  my  last  report,  I  have  discovered  that  there  is  also  a  Sunday-school  recently 
established  at  the  Baptist  chapel,  at  Echo  Rios,  in  which  both  apprentices  and  free  are 
taught  to  read ;  there  are,  I  understand,  upwards  of  200  scholars,  males  and  females ;  the 

Particulars  of  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Abbott  has  promised  to  furnish  me  with  as  early  as  possi- 
le,  when  it  shall  be  forwarded  for  his  Excellency's  information ;  there  is  also  a  small  school 
kept  by  a  Mr.  Hemming,  having  from  16  to  20  apprentices'  free  children,  who  pay  the 
teacher  from  lOd.  to  1$.  Sd.  per  week  for  tuition. 

The  very  severe  and  long-continued  drought  experienced  here  up  to  the  middle  of  May 
last,  has  been  productive  of  such  a  scarcity  of  provisions,  that  many  persons,  both  free  and 
apprentices,  are  reduced  to  great  want;  it  is  with  difficulty  that  any  can  be  procured  even 
for  money ;  however,  from  the  late  rains,  I  anticipate  that  this  scarcity  will  not  last  long,  as 
the  yam  season  will  be  next  month,  and  other  ground  provision  will  be  fit  for  consumption 
soon. 

The  whole  face  of  the  country  now  exhibits  a  most  pleasing  appearance,  particularly  the 
grazing  pens. 

The  sugar  estates  and  pimento  properties,  I  regret  to  say,  have  suffered  much  from  the 
dry  weather,  and  the  sugar  crop  will  consequently  fall  short ;  the  pimento  crop  will  amount 
to  almost  a  total  failure. 

There  has  been  only  eight  discharged  from  apprenticeship  this  quarter,  arising  chiefly  from 
the  cause  assigned  in  my  last  report. 

I  have,  &c. 
C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.  (signed)         J.  Woolfrye, 

&c.    &c.     See.  Special  Justice. 


(No.  17.) 

Retirement  Great   House, 
Sir,  St.  Ann's,  July  1,  1B37. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Executive,  that  the  last  quarter 
has  not  been  less  remarkable  for  peaceful,  obedient,  and  industrious  conduct,  than  the  pre- 
ceding one.  The  Abolition  Law,  which  recognises  crimes,  omissions,  and  offences  not  to 
be  found  in  any  other  code,  and  which  dictates  commensurate  punishment,  has  (in  a  popu- 
lation exceding  6,000  labourers)  been  but  little  infringed  upon.  Nor  do  I  think,  as  I 
formerly  stated,  that  with  such  laws,  and  such  a  population,  there  can  be  fewer  infractions, 
even  to  the  termination  of  the' apprenticeship. 

The  prospects  of  the  planter  have  never  been  better ;  whilst  privations  exist  amongst 
the  people,  owing  to  an  unpropitious  season  for  planting  and  maturing  their  provisions. 

They  work  willingly  for  hire,  and  receive  at  the  rate  of  2  5.  6  d.  or  3  «.  a  day  in  cash. 

Task-work  gives  them  either  profit  or  relaxation,  according  to  individual  taste ;  its  adop- 
tion, I  regret  to  say,  is  not  geiieral  in  this  district. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  the  managers  are  attentive  to  the  wants  of  the  people.  Cruelty  is 
known  as  connected  with  the  memory  of  "  by-gone  days  "  only.  The  captious  or  hypochon- 
driac can  withhold  salt-fish,  deprive  them  individually,  but  not  collectively,  of  the  profits 
of  keeping  spell ;  change  the  nme-hour  to  the  eight-hour  system,  and  render  the  hot-house 
more  a  prison  than  an  asylum :  but,  to  the  honour  of  my  district,  there  are  but  few  that 
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JAMAICA.       would  tolerate,  much  less  descend,  to  such  petty  oppressions,  whilst  the  exceptions  are 
,....«-«._        strictly  reduced  to  these  subterfuges  and  annoyances. 

I  have,  8cc. 
C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  (signed)        T.  A.  Dillon,  S.  M. 

Gov.  Sec,  &c.  &c. 
N.B. — ^The  writer  of  this  report  has  been  obliged,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  to  ride 
nearly  500  miles  a  month  for  upwards  of  two  years :  and   if  aught  should  be  omitted  in 
detail,  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  impute  it  to  the  sympathy  between  mind  and  body, 
the  exhaustion  of  the  latter  extending  its  power  over  the  former. 


(No.  18.) 

Shawbury,  St.  Ann's  Bay, 
Sir,  July  4,  1837. 

Ik  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  commands,  I  have  the  honour  xo  report  the  state  oi 
my  present  district,  and  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  apprentices  appear  inclined  to 
conauct  themselves  very  well  at  present  However,  provisions  are  not  plenty,  owing  to  the 
late  drought,  and  the  jobbing  gangs  of  my  district  appear  to  suffer  a  good  deal ;  for,  in 
general,  the  eight-hour  system  has  been  adopted  by  the  proprietors.  They  show  an  inclina- 
tion to  work,  in  their  own  time,  for  wages ;  the  average  is  about  2  s.  6  c2.  per  day  of  five 
hours ;  they  are,  in  general,  at  field  labour  at  six  o'clock,  but  they  are  allowed  ample  time 
for  breakfast  and  dmner.  On  some  estates  the  people  are  not  supplied  as  they  had  been 
during  slavery ;  I  allude  to  salt-fish  and  salt ;  but  on  estates  where  these  indu^ences  are 
granted,  the  people  appear  content,  and  their  labour  given  with  free  goodwill.  Task-work, 
when  the  people  are  engaged  digging  cane-holes,  appears  to  give  satisfaction  to  both  parties. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  apprentices  are  not  here  inclined  to  purchase  their  fireedom  with 
the  same  desire  that  existed  m  my  late  parishes ;  but  the  scale  of  valuation  in  my  present 
district  is  much  higher  than  that  in  practice  in  St.  Elizabeth. 

The  sugar  estates  will,  it  is  supposed,  make  good  returns ;  but  pimento-walks  are  gene- 
rally blighted,  and  the  proprietors  nave  no  hope  left  as  to  favourable  returns. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  I  have,  &c. 

&c.  8cc.  &c.  (signed)         J,  Reynolds,  S.  J. 


(No.  19.) 
Your  Excellency,  1  July  1837,  Salt  Gut,  P.  O. 

I  HAVE  the  honour,  in  conformity  with  standing  orders,  to  report  generally  for  the  in- 
formation of  Ministers  and  Parliament,  on  the  state  of  my  district^  and  my  personal  know- 
ledge on  the  working  of  the  apprenticeship  system. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  apprentices  are  going  on  soberly,  diligently,  and  faithfully. 
No  doubt  remains  of  their  making  loyal  subjects  towards  the  throne  and  government. 

They  have  decidedly  surpassed  their  masters  in  the  advance  to  Christian  knowledge,  the 
foundation  of  all  blessings.  The  masters  would  get  a  great  deal  more  work  fi-om  them  were 
they  to  forget  former  power,  and  to  talk  to  them,  and  point  out  rationally  any  little  fault, 
instead  of  threatening  to  coerce  them  before  the  special  magistrate.  Allowances  must  be 
made  for  the  masters,  they  are  smarting  under  the  loss  of  self-power;  however,  many  of 
them  now  seem  to  think  that  they  can  do  anything  with  impunity,  and  that  ihey  have  nothing 
to  do  but  get  up  a  memorial,  to  have  the  "  special"  dismissed,  if  he  does  not  go  hand  and 
hand  with  them,  and  they  impress  this  on  the  labourers,  by  threats  of  reporting  the 
*'  special.'*  I  regret  to  say,  that  the  negroes,  in  consequence,  think  that  the  magistrates  are 
afraid  of  their  masters.  I  speak  of  my  own  district,  and,  I  may  add,  others.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  doing  justice,  while  my  king  and  his  people  are  determmed  to  uphold  it.  Conci- 
liation has  completely  failed,  and  in  many  cases,  it  is  only  by  firmness  tnat  I  can  get  the 
people  their  rights.  I  mention  this  much,  as  a  proof  that  if  the  special  magistrates  are 
not  upheld  by  the  British  Crown,  in  the  upright  and  due  discharge  of  their  duty,  slavery 
would  be  infinitely  preferable  than  the  present  system,  to  the  apprentice;  and  were 
I  now  to  breathe  my  last  moment,  I  could,  conscientiously,  make  my, solemn  vow 
of  this  fact.  Very  little  has  been  done  at  all  by  the  masters  to  benefit  the  labourers,  in- 
deed, I  may  ,say,  nothing ;  and  I  loudly  exclaim  to  Parliament,  to  be  very  rigid,  and  to  look 
sharply  into  the  apprentices'  rights,  and  to  their  protection. 

Three  long  years  of  apprenticeship  yet  unexpired !  I  am  of  opinion  we  have  not  advanced 
this  year  in  anything,  and  I  can  see  that  slavish  fear  fast  returning  into  the  hearts  of  the 
apprentices. 

With  reference  to  the  working  hours,  and  the  willingness   of  the   apprentices  to   labour 
in  their  own  time,  I  can  only  repeat  that  which  I  have  often  repeated,  they  are  capable  of 
oiijg  anything,  and  for  any  given  sum,  when  kindly  treated. 

I  mentioned  in  my  report  of  the  I2th  ultimo  that  the  allowances  of  salt,  &c.  was  not  with- 
held on  some  estates.  1  find  that  any  indulgence  of  that  kind  is  paid  for;  liie  people  giving 
up  every  half  of  Friday,  in  crop  time,  to  remunerate ;  so  in  plain  English  we  get  no  in- 
dulg:euce  at  all. 

We  have  a  very  zealous  young  clergyman,  the  Rev.  G.  Waters,  in  our  district,  at  Retreat. 
The  church  was  built  by  subscription ;  and  we  are  all  indebted  to  Henry  Cox,  one  of  the 
proprietors,  for  his  assistance  and  undertakings  in  so  devoted  a  cause.  I  anticipate  much 
good  to  spring  from  Retreat  church  and  the  minister. 
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No  school  has  yet  been  erected ;  but  I  hope  that  as  things  improve,  that  the  necescnty  of        ta  vr  atp  a 
an  immediate  one  will  present  itself  to  all.  Jamaica. 

The  seasons  have  been  unfavourable  toward  the  present  crops ;  such  dry  weather,  I  am 
told  by  old  residents  of  the  island,  had  not  been  experienced  for  40  years ;  and  a  consider- 
able  falling  off  must  be  the  result. 

The  lab3urers  discharged  fircHn  apprenticeship  are  turning  out  most  industrious  and  re- 
spectable ;  indeed  language  cannot  convey  the  happy  change. 

England,  the  black  population  will  never  deceive  you,  they  are  a  grateful  people ;  but 
mark  mx^,  if  you  do  not  uphold  the  special  magistrates,  and  prot^t  them  in  that  arduous 
and  solemn  duty  confided  to  them,  the  apprentices  will  be  made  to  bow  to  tacit  slavery,  and 
discontent  will  oe  the  result. 

I  therefore  say  watch  the  present,  and  success,  with  God's  care,  will  be  the  result. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  (signed)        Henry  Walsh,  Special  Justice, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  Saint  Mary. 


(No.  20.) 

Sir,  Bishop  Mount,  St.  Mary's,  10  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Excellency  my  quarterly  report  on  the  state  of  my 
district,  for  the  quarter  ending  30th  June,  and  to  represent  that  the  district  under  my  charge 
is  in  a  tranquil  state,  the  apprentices  having  conducted  themselves  as  well  as  can  be  wished, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  their  employers  generally,  since  my  last  report ;  and  there  appears  to 
be  a  very  good  feeling  and  imderstanding  on  both  sides. 

There  are  one  or  two  properties  which  occasionally  give  me  more  trouble  than  a  dozen 
other  estates  together.  When  I  find  conciliation  fail,  I  resort  to  punishment,  which  falls  on 
the  same  set  of  people,  who  periodically  appear  before  me.  | 

Desertion,  trespass,  neglect  of  duty,  &c.,  continue  to  be  the  usual  complaints  brought 
aeainst  the  apprentices ;  but  they  appear  to  be  only  such  as  are  to  be  expected  from  the 
change  from  slavery  to  apprenticeship,  and  are  very  trivial  in  proportion  to  tne  population. 

There  are  many  faults  committed  by  apprentices  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  they 
observe  the  manager  has  in  correcting  them ;  but  from  the  general  industry  and  good  conduct 
of  the  labourers,  the  managers  pass  over  many  complaints ;  and  I  conceive  this  forbearance 
tends  much  to  destroy  the  old  system  of  coercion,  and  to  bring  about  the  best  understanding 
between  the  master  and  fi-ee  labourer. 

The  abolition  measure  is  working  as  well  as  the  most  sanguine  could  desire  :  not  that  I 
mean  to  say  the  law  is  in  force  according  to  its  letter.  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  so 
often  said  in  my  reports,  that  I  get  all  that  I  can  for  the  apprentices  in  the  way  of  allowances 
and  time,  and  mate  them  give  a  fair  return.  There  is  not  a  written  agreement  in  my 
district;  both  parties  understand  what  has  been  verbally  agreed  on  according  to  the  estate  s 
wants  and  capabilities,  and  they  very  fairly  keep  it. 

The  labourers'  wages  have  not  been  altered,  although  the  rate  of  jobbing  labour  is  much 
higher  now  than  two  years  since ;  6  5.  8  rf.,  6  5.  and  ^s.  4d,  being  given  on  estates  per 
week  of  five  days,  for  extra  labour  to  the  spell-gang,  keeping  the  mill  about  18,  16  and  14 
hours  daily,  as  the  property  may  require.  They  have  their  allowance  of  fish,  &c.,  as 
formerly,  and  the  half  of  Friday,  or  every  alternate  Friday,  when  the  mill  is  not  about. 
Two  hours  for  dinner  or  shell-blow,  and  half  an  hour  for  breakfast,  allowed  as  relaxation 
firom  field-labour,  which  commences  shortly  before  sunrise  and  terminates  at  dusk.  In  con- 
sequence of  long  continued  dry  weather  the  cultivation  suffered ;  but  during  the  last  quarter 
rain  has  fallen  in  abundance,  and  the  appearance  for  next  year's  crop  is  favourable. 

The  crop  this  year  will  be  late,  and  is  expected  to  be  aeficient,  from  causes  unconnected 
with  the  abolition  measure. 

The  apprentices'  provision-grounds  have  suffered  in  the  same  manner ;  but  the  i-ains 
have  given  them  a  new  appearance.  Still  provisions  are  very  dear  and  scarce.  Many 
apprentices  do  not  cultivate  grounds,  but  depend  on  wages  in  their  own  time  for  support, 
and  travel  to  the  mountains  on  Saturday  to  purchase  a  supply  for  the  week.  The 
free  children  of  apprentices  areicntirely  under  the  management  of  tneir  parents  ;  all  attempts 
to  engage  them  in  plantation  labour,  such  as  weeding  canes,  or  collecting  vegetable  food  for 
swine,  having  failed.  They  attend  the  missionary-school  on  the  property,  where  such  an 
opportunity  of  instruction  is  afforded  them ;  and  lately  there  has  been  more  attention  paid 
to  the  subject.  The  apprentices  cannot,  from  local  difficulties,  send  their  children  any  dis- 
tance to  a  day-school :  to  make  instruction  succeed,  it  must  be  by  having  a  school  similar 
to  the  one  on  Tryall,  Mr.  Bayley's  property,  so  situated  that  the  neighbouring  estates  can 
conveniently  send  the  children,  and  let  them  return  in  the  evening. 

Since  my  last  report  28  apprentices  have  effected  their  discharge  by  purchase.  They  are 
in  general  very  desirous  of  freedom ;  but  the  high  price  of  labour,  and  the  value  placed  on 
their  services,  frequently  prevent  their  release.  I  consider  it  hopeless  to  expect  any  change 
in  the  valuation  tribunal,  which  leaves  the  special  justice  powerless,  constituted  as  it  is. 
The  present  rate  of  valuation  for  the  services  of  a  first-class  praedial  labourer  is  just  what 
it  was  12  months  since :  the  planters  say  jobbing  labour  has  risen  in  value,  and  the  local 
valuators  iiicrease  the  rate  of  valuation. 

It  has  been  my  constant  endeavour  to  persuade  both  employer  and  apprentice  that  their 
mutual  interest  is  conciliation.  When  the  apprentices  have  all  those  indulgences  given 
them,  not  secured  by  the  Abolition  Law,  their  interest  and  duty  is  to  make  a  grateful 

154.  0  0  2  »  return 

Digitized  by 


Google 


292  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THEIABOLITION  OF 

JAMAICA.        return  and  labour  cheerfully;  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  it  is  the  case  on  every  well-managed 
■  estate.    The  kind  overseer  receives  from  me  the  fullest  support;   and    I  have  always 

observed,  that  when  he  is  attentive  to  his  business,  steady  and  kina,  and  strict  in  his  manage- 
ment, that  the  apprentices  are  industrious  and  contented,  cheerfully  doing  much  more  than 
the  law  labour. 

There  are  on  all  estates  some  refractory  characters.  Three  years  experience  of  the  new 
system  leaves  them  without  any  excuse  for  misconduct ;  but  of  the  apprentices  in  ^neral 
I  am  bound  to  say,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  their  conduct  is  deserving  of  every  praise  and 
reward  in  the  power  of  their  employers  to  give  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  g.  c.  b.,  fV.  F.  Marlton, 

&c.    &c.    &c..  Special  Justice. 

Governor  of  Jamaica. 


(No.  21.) 

Sir,  S.  E.  Division,  St.  Mary's,  30  June  1837. 

The  period  having  returned  when  it  becomes  my  duty  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
circular  order  of  the  23d  September  last,  No.  63,  I  now  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you 
the  following  report  in  relation  to  the  district  under  my  charge,  within  the  limits  of  wtuch 
an  uninterrupted  tranquillity  has  existed  throughout  the  quarter  now  arriving  at  a  conclusion ; 
in  fact  it  may  be  said  that  during  the  course  of  the  execution  of  my  duties  for  upwards  of 
two  years,  in  this  district  of  the  parish,  no  one  period  similar  to  that  now  particularly  referred 
to  has  passed  away  with  so  marked  an  improvement  in  the  character  of  tne  offences  chai^d, 
the  most  serious  of  which  must  be  classed  under  the  head  of"  absence,  and  runnmg  away," 
an  offence  of  which  the  possibility  of  commission  must  necessarily  cease  on  the  termination 
of  the  system  fast  progressing  to  a  happy  close,  a  change  bringing  with  it  the  reasonable 
expectation  that  the  abolishment  of  the  majority  of  the  other  causes  for  complaint  will 
ensue,  which  now  clog  the  magistrates  proceedings,  and  are  fanned  from  the  remaining  taints 
of  an  old  and  by-^one  system,  causes  which  the  coming  independence,  as  well  as  mutual 
dependence  of  both  parties,  and  the  holding  out  of  other  mducements  to  good  conduct,  other 
than  the  fear  of  punishment,  will  tend  totally  to  annihilate,  when  their  mutual  interest  will 
cement  those  good  feelings  which  are  entertained  with  the  most  favourable  results  in  all 
instances  where  the  immediate  interest  of  those  in  charge  is  affected  by  the  conduct  of  the 
apprentices,  who  readily  respond,  as  a  body,  to  advances  of  this  nature,  when  put  forth  in 
the  proper  quarter. 

Unfortunately  it  is  but  in  few  instances  that  the  immediate  management  of  plantations  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  parties  similarly  situated,  although  the  results,  from  the  adoption  of 
such  a  course,  are  everywhere  palpably  beneficial  to  the  interests  both  of  proprietor  and  his 
people.  I  have  reason  to  regret,  sir,  tnat  such  an  overwhelming  number  of  the  plantations 
recognised  by  the  54th  section  of  the  Abolition  Law,  are  in  the  chaise  of  individuals  so  little 
interested  in  their  management,  and  whose  tenure  of  their  appointments  is  liable  to  be  inters 
rupted  by  so  many  occurrences,  that,  during  a  period  of  two  years,  no  less  than  71  managers 
have  been  employed  on  those  properties  (being  only  27  in  number)  of  sufficient  importance 
to  require  the  residence  of  sucn  persons.  In  short,  on  only  two  properties  has  no  change 
taken  place,  whilst  on  others  so  many  as  "  five"  overseers  have,  during  that  period,  been 
engaged.  Notwithstanding  these  numerous  changes,  each  in  itself  productive  of  a  certain 
unsettlement  in  the  arrangements  to  which  the  people  are  subjected,  (both  parties,  till 
become  acquainted  with  the  disposition,  8cc.,  of  the  other,  speculating  thereon),  notwith- 
standing this  drawback,  it  must  still  be  said  that  things  are  progressing  with  a  degree  of 
satisfaction  to  all  parties ;  the  state  of  cultivation  is  equal  to,  if  it  does  not  surpass,  that  of  last 
year,  and  although  the  sugar  crop  is  short,  in  consequence  of  the  long  prevalence  of  dry 
weather,  yet  the  produce  of  the  coffee  plantations  is  expected-to  be  most  aoundant. 

The  provision  grounds,  though,  with  a  few  solitary  exceptions,  kept  in  perfect  cultivation, 
have  suffered  materially  from  tnis  state  of  the  weatner,  yet  it  is  to  be  lamented  that,  in  very 
many  instances,  the  improvidence  of  the  apprentice  has  (by  grasping  at  the  high-prices 
proceeding  from  the  general  scarcity)  reduced  nim  from  the  possession  of  abundance  to  that 
closely  approaching  to  a  state  of  want ;  this  has  ^iven  rise  to  occasional  bickerings ;  but  no 
circumstance  has  given  rise  to  such  dissatisfaction  as  the  operation  of  **  the  Act  for  the 
Classification  of  Apprentices,"  especially  amongst  the  tradesmen,  who,  looking  forward  to 
their  release  with  domestic  servants  in  1838,  (m  consequence  of  the  nature  of  their  occu- 
pation, and,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  from  havixig  been  to  that  effect  informed  by  the 
valuators)  but  who  find  their  class  is  now  determined  by  the  method  in  which  they  have 
been  fed.  The  greatest  disappointment  is  felt  by  those  men  whose  occupation  has  been 
solely  that  of  mechanics,  at  all  tunes  employed  as  such  under  master  tradesmen,  but  the 
manner  in  which  these  men  have  submitted  to  the  law  thus  reversing  their  hopes  is  most 
satisfactory. 

In  order  to  conform  with  the  particulars  required,  as  laid  down  in  the  circular  before 
alluded  to,  I  have  further  to  report,  that  the  "  nine  hours  per  day"  system  of  labour  is  still, 
with  only  two  exceptions,  that  adopted  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  this  district,  whereby 
the  apprentices,  by  having  to  themselves  three  whole  working  days  in  the  two  weeks,  are 
daily  becoming  more  willing  to  employ  a  portion  of  their  own  time  for  hire,  which  they 
obtain  to  the  extent  of  3«.  4  d.  to  5  $.  per  day,  and  although  this  division  of  the  parish  is 
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particularly  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of  provisions  which,  more  especially  since  the  long        JAMAICA, 
continuance  of  dry  weather  in  the  low  lands,  where  to  follow  this  avocation  is  not  so  pro-  ' 

Stable  as  working  for  hire  on  the  plantation,  have  been  rendered  more  than  ordinarily  pro- 
ductive of  benefit ;  yet  the  point  of  engaging  the  services  of  the  apprentice  has  generally 
been  gained,  though  not  to  an  extent  that  would,  if  followed  up,  prove  of  great  mutual 
advantage  to  the  property  and  also  apprentice,  as  the  rates  above*  alluded  to  is  barely  three- 
fifths  of  that  paid  to  the  master-jobber  for  the  performance  of  the  like  quantity  of  work. 
Were  task-work  generally  introduced,  this  system,  so  closely  approximating  to  the  state  of 
things  as  they  must  be  hereafter,  might  greatly  be  furthered ;  but,  unfortunately,  this  is  not 
likely  to  be  ease ;  as  often  does  the  apprentice  object  to  leave  his  old  track  when  recom- 
mended to  adopt  this  improvement  m  the  method  of  performing  his  duty  to  his  master, 
as  does  the  manager  start  local  difficulties  arising  from  causes  beyond  his  control,  whilst 
in  other  cases,  general  satisfeiction  is  given  to  a  degree  that  renders  the  parties  averse  to  a 
change ;  thus  is  the  task  system  not  fairly  tried  in  this  district. 

'  During  the  period  at  present  embraced,  only  four  persons  have  by  purchase  obtained  their 
release  from  servitude,  oetaking  themselves  to  their  former  occupations,  thatjof  domestics. 
Eight  have  been  disappointed  in  their  hopes  and  endeavours  to  become  members  of  a  per- 
fectly free  community,  from  the  want  of^some  specific  rule  to  guide  the  proceeding  of  all 
**  courts  of  valuation"  to  a  fair  estimate  of  the  just  amount  to  be  paid  by  the  apprentice  for 
his  release;  where  this  the  case,  the  apprentice  of  1837  could  obtain  his  dischaige  on  terms 
proportionable  to  those  of  1884,  and  tne  progressive  principle  of  the  Abolition  Law  would 
become  apparent  in  the  increased  numbers  claiming  the  privilege  intended  to  be  secured  to 
them  by  the  law. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  means  of  education  have  been  so  scantily  supplied  in 
(his,  an  interior  district  of  the  parish;  only  at  each  extremity  a  day-school  is  establisned,  the 
one  conducted  and  principally  supported  by  the  Rev.  John  Cowan,  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, the  other  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Mico  Charity  Trustees,  and  from  ihe 
numbers  flocking  to  these  places  of  instruction  no  doubt  can  exist  that  were  such  benefits 
more  generally  bestowed  in  other  points  equal  advantage  would  be  taken  of  such  seminaries, 
which,  when  conducted  by  the  puolic,  appear  the  only  means  of  emplojring  or  enga^ng  the 
free  juvenile  population,  who  are  otherwise  supported  by  their  parents  in  absolute  idleness, 
disregarding  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  offers  of  their  respective  proprietor  or  master  to 
estaUish  the  means  of  a  fair  class  of  education  on  their  plantations. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  6.  R.  Warren,  Esq.  (signed)         R  Sydney  Lambert, 

Governor's  Secretary.  Special  Magistrate. 


(No.  22.) 

Sir,  Spanish  Town,  St  Catherine,  24  July  1837. 

Since  I  had  last  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Excellency  my  report  of  the  general 
state  of  my  district,  very  little  alteration  has  taken  place. 

The  apprentices  are  under  circumstances  of  extreme  difficulty,  occasioned  by  the  scarcity 
of  provision  from  long  drought,  conducting  themselves  well,  and  with  astonishing  patience, 
considering  that  their  masters  do  not,  even  at  this  pecuUarly  distressing  period,  allow  them 
any  assistance. 

In  my  district  the  pimento  crop  has  failed ;  but  the  coffee-trees  are  bearing  abundantly, 
and  promise  a  ^ood  return. 

I  have  expenenced  much  delay  in  proceeding  under  the  Act  for  the  classification  of  the 
apprentices,  m  consequence  of  their  employers  not  having,  at  the  time  of  valuation,  conformed 
to  the  Abolition  Law,  and  included  in  either  of  the  two  classes  of  praedial  labourers  mentioned 
in  that  law  such  persons  only  as  had  for  12  calendar  months  at  least  next  before  the  28th  of 
August  1833  been  '' habitually  employed"  in  agriculture  or  the  manufacture  of  colonial 
produce.  In  many  cases  I  find  that  apprentices  who  were  not  employed  in  agriculture  or 
the  manufacture  of  colonial  produce  at  the  period  reauired  by  law  to  render  them  prssdials 
have  been  classed  as  such,  and  sent  into  the  field  so  late  as  August  1834,  that  they  might 
serve  for  the  long  term  of  apprenticeship.  The  lists  handed  in  by  the  employers  have  not 
been  faithful  returns;  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  investigate  into  the  claims  of  numbers  law- 
fully entitled  to  their  release  in  1838,  but  up  to  this  day,  not  having  succeeded  in  convincing 
many  of  those  in  chaise  of  properties  of  the  legality  of  the  claims  of  some  of  these  persons^ 
they  remain  for  reference. 

Aggravated  assaults  still  continue  to  be  committed  both  on  male  and  female  apprentices, 
and  I  nave  considered  it  necessary  to  bind  the  parties  over  to  prosecute,  and  to  send  the 
cases  to  the  Attorney-general ;  whilst,  however,  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  make  this 
statement,  I  am  happy  to  observe,  that  not  an  instance  stends  recorded  in  the  police-office 
of  a  single  apprentice  released  from  service  by  appraisement  having  abused  his  liberty^  or 
used  it  for  the  purposes  of  Ucentiousness,  or  in  the  violation  of  the  security  or  peace  of  the 
community.  The  complaints  and  convictions  which  my  duties  as  a  general  as  well  as  a 
special  justice  of  the  peace  make  me  acquainted  with,  are  all  against  persons  who  are  not 
indebted  to  the  aboUtion  of  slavery  for  their  freedom. 

In  my  last  report  I  made  the  only  suggestion  which  can,  in  my  opinion,  benefit  the  ap- 
nrentices,  namely,  that  the  women  should  be  all  free  in  1838;  and  I  am  hourly  more 
convinced  that  it  is  the  only  method  to  be  adopted  for  raising  the  free  children  of  the  negro, 
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JAMAICA.       and  of  rendering  them  useful  to  themselves  and  their  families,  as,  from  the  circumstance  of 
!■      ■         the  mothers  being  expected  to  perform  their  work  without  any  consideration  for  the  free 
children,  great  loss  of  life  must  ensue  and  great  neglect  of  their  physical  comfort  and  moral 
improvement  occur. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor.  William  Ramsay,  Special  Justice. 


(No.  23.) 

Sir,  Spanish  Town,  4  July  1837. 

The  period  having  arrived  when,  in  obedience  to  his  Excellency's  instructions,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  transmit  a  report  upon  the  working  of  the  apprenticeship  system  in  this  district, 
I  have  much  satisfaction  m  being  able  to  state,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  that  nothing 
has  occurred  since  my  last  general  report  to  alter  the  opinion  tiien  expressed  on  the  subject; 
I  felt  warranted  at  that  time  in  pronouncing  its  working-  as  favourable  as  its  most  sanguine 
friends  could  expect,  and  I  do  so  still. 

The  apprentices  generally  go  about  their  work  cheerfully,  and  do  it  well,  and  on  by  far 
the  majority  of  estates,  since  my  last  report,  the  only  complaints  which  have  been  made  were 
for  avoiding  work  under  pretence  of  illness,  and  occasional  absence  on  the  part  of  individuals ; 
even  these  minor  offences  have  been  comparatively  unfrequent,  and  during  the  whole  quarter 
my  district  has  not  been  stained  by  a  single  crime  of  an  atrocious  nature. 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  masters  towards  their  apprentices,  it  is  gratifying  to 
remark  that  the  number  of  complaints  from  the  latter  against  the  former  has  undei^one 
a  diminution,  and  during  the  last  three  months  I  have  not  felt  it  necessary  to  impose  any 
fine  for  the  ill-treatment  of  a  negro  by  his  master  or  manager ;  indeed,  in  numerous  instances, 
the  conduct  of  the  masters  is  marked  with  kindness  and  indulgence ;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  on  properties  where  kindness  has  been  shown,  and  where  there  has  been  nearly 
a  total  absence  of  punishment,  the  best  crops  have  been  made.  On  one  or  two  estates, 
I  regret  to  say,  the  managers  still  act  with  much  strictness,  if  not  also  with  severity,  and  are 
so  obstinate  as  to  be  unable  to  perceive  that  treating  then*  people  well  now  can  alone  conduce 
to  their  own  ultimate  welfare. 

The  crop  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  and  will,  I  think,  be  equal  in  quantity  to  that  of  last 

^ear,  though  I  fear  it  will  be  later  in  its  termination,  owing  to  the  heavy  rain  which  we  have 
ad  during  the  last  mpnth.  The  present  rains,  though  too  late  to  benefit  this  year's  crop, 
will  lay  the  foundation  of  good  returns  for  the  year  1838 ;  and  I  am  confidently  assured  by 
several  planters  that  the  prospects  for  next  year's  crop  are  more  flattering  than  they  have 
been  for  several  seasons  back. 

I  have,  &c. 
Captain  Warren,  Secretary,  G.  Ouseley  Higgins, 

The  King's  House. 


(No.  24.) 

Sir,  Chapelton,  Clarendon,  6  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  pleasure  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  general  conduct  of 
the  apprentices  in  this  district  is  quiet  and  orderly ;  and  I  have  no  reason  to  think  any  bad 
feelings  subsist  between  either  party :  the  people  turn  out  well,  and  perform  their  work 
cheerfully,  and,  generally  speaking,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  managers.  The  hours  of 
work  and  relaxation  vary  considerably  here,  but  in  no  instance  have  I  observed  a  wish  to 
exact  more  than  the  time  allowed  by  law,  viz.  nine  hours.  On  most  estates  the  people  go 
to  work  about  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  have  one  hour  allowed  them  for  breakfast;  at  about  one 
o'clock,  p. M.,  they  get  two  hours  for  dinner;  after  which  they  work  till  six  o'clock,  p.  m., 
making  nine  working  hours.  Task-work  is  not  general  in  this  district,  but  there  are  many 
instances  in  which  it  has  been  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties.  The  apprentices  are 
anxious  to  work  for  hire,  and  during  the  crop  it  has  been  almost  universal,  when  the  general 
remuneration  given  the  people  was,  for  eight  hours  extra  work  in  the  boiling-house,  or 
about  the  works,  6rf.  sterling,  together  with  indul^nces,  such  as  rum,  sugar,  8Uj.  An 
able-bodied  labourer  can  easily  earn,  in  a  day  of  his  own  time,  by  di^ng  cane-holes,  the 
sum  of  2  s.  sterling,  and  frequently  3*.  In  almost  every  instance  that  has  come  within  my 
knowledge,  all  the  indulgences  formerly  usual  have  been  continued. 

The  state  of  the  free  children,  I  regret  to  say,  is  neither  what  could  be  wished  nor  ex- 
pected, and  they  are  often  neglected  by  their  parents,  who  are  their  only  support ;  it  is  also 
much  to  be  feared  the  state  of  total  idleness,  in  which  the  greater  part  are  living,  will  be 
the  means  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  future  misery  to  themselves  and  others ;  but  had  they  th« 
means  of  education^; which  the  great  majority  have  not),  their  parents  would,  I  feel  assured, 
be  glad.  The  attendance  at  the  parochial  school  at  Chapelton  is  very  full  and  regular,  and 
the  church  is  also  well  attended. 

The  people  do  not  appear  to  be  desirous  of  purchasing  their  freedom;  only  two  cases 
having  been  completed  during  the  last  three  months.     The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop 
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are  very  good ;  and  I  have  reason  to  think  the  estates  are  now  in  much  better  order  than         JAMAICA, 
they  were  at  this  period  last  year.  - 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Philip  O'Reilly, 

Chas.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  &c.  Special  Justice. 


(No.  25.) 

Sir,  Clarendon,  Upper  District,  3  July  1837. 

It  is  with  very  great  satis&ction  that  I  am  again  enabled  to  bear  testimony  of  the  orderly 
and  good  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  this  district,  and  also  of  the  uninterrupted  good 
feeling  which  exists  between  tnem  and  their  emplovers. 

That  there  are  solitary  instances  of  neglect  of  duty  cannot  be  denied,  but  the  greatest 

{)roof  that  can  be  adduced  that  the  majonty  are  working  wilUngly,  is  the  fact  that  for  the 
ast  five  months  not  a  single  gang  has  been  brought  before  me  to  answer  a  charge  of  insuffi«> 
ciency  of  labour. 

Nine  hours  per  diem  is  the  system  at  present  universally  adopted  in  this  parish,  with  the 
usual  relaxation  of  one  hour  for  breakfast  and  two  for  dinner.  This  arrangement  will 
necessarily  be  changed,  as  soon  as  taskwork  becomes  generally  resorted  to. 

There  is  very  little  difficulty  in  getting  extra  labour  for  wages  during  crop-time  at  the 
rate  of  lOrf.  for  a  spell  of  eight  hours,  with  every  indulgence  of  former  times;  but  I  have 
never  known  of  a  gang  tendering  their  services  on  a  Saturday  for  money;  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so  at  the  present  moment,  their  provision  grounds  having  suffered 
much  from  the  late  severe  drought. 

It  is  with  much  reluctance  tnat  I  am  again  obliged  to  call  his  Excellency's  attention  to 
the  moral  condition  of  the  free  children  ;  this  evil  is  mainly  to  be  attributea  to  the  apathy 
shown  by  the  mothers,  and  to  the  scarcity  of  places  for  religious  instruction  in  the  district. 
I  must  here  however  observe,  that  the  school  at  Leicesterfields  estate  (a  branch  of  the  Jamaica 
national)  is  very  well  attended  both  by  the  adults  and  young  children. 

There  is  a  very  limited  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  discharge,  only  two 
valuations  having  taken  place  aince  my  last  report ;  and  I  am  at  present  unable  to  give  any 
information  as  to  what  employment  the  liberated  persons  generally  betake  themselves  to. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  -am  sorry  to  have  to  admit  a  very  great  evil,  which  is  daily  gaining 
ground,  viz.,  plundering  of  produce  sent  down  by  waggons  to  the  wharves ;  this  can  never 
put  a  stop  to,  so  long  as  there  are  so  many  needy  purchasers  of  the  stolen  goods. 

I  have,  8cc. 
(signed)  Geo.  Gordon, 

C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  &c.  Special  Justice. 


(No.  26.) 
Special  Magibt  rate's  Ebpobt  of  the  District  of  Lower  Clarendon,  10th  July  1837. 

In  furnishing  a  report  of  the  district  little  can  be  said  varying  from  that  of  last  quarter. 
The  apprentices  are  in  general  working  well,  and  complaints  are  confined  principally  to 
neglect  of  watch  and  running  away. 

There  are  only  two  circumstances  which  require  notice.  First,  the  great  increase  of  thefts 
of  a  more  daring  description,  viz.  the  stealing  of  sheep,  and  the  breaking  open  of  private 
stores.  Tliis  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  the  scarcity  of  all  kinds  of  ground  provisions, 
occasioned  partly  by  the  apprentices  having  neglected  the  cultivation  of  their  grounds,  and 
by  the  long  continuance  of  dry  weather.  The  negroes  are  at  present  almost  in  a  starving 
condition,  and  feed  chiefly  on  mangoes.  The  yams  will  shortly  come  to  maturity,  which  in 
a  great  measure,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  cause  a  decrease  of  crime.  One  thing  is  certain,  that 
the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  negro  are  ^eatly  improved.  He  does  not  now  con- 
sider himself  that  degraded  being  he  did  in  the  time  of  slavery,  and  is  wonderfully  improved 
in  appearance  and  health.  The  latter  is  evident  from  the  estates'  hospitals  not  being  filled 
with  people  suffering  under  severe  sores  and  other  complaints  as  formerly. 

The  second  circumstance  to  be  mentioned  is  relative  to  the  valuation  of  apprentices. 
There  is  a  great  desire  evinced  by  some  o£  the  overseers  to  put  an  enormous  value  upon  the 
services  of  those  who  wish  to  obtoin  their  freedom.  Twelve  have  purchased  their  discharge 
since  my  last  report  These  are  nearly  all  confined  to  domestics,  and  young  boys  and  girls, 
the  children  being  purchased  by  th^  parents  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  educated,  or 
brought  up  to  some  trade.     Few,  if  any.  turn  their  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  conclusion  it  affords  me  much  gratification  to  ^report  that  the  propect,  Doth  for  a  good 
sugar  and  coffee  crop,  is  very  flattering. 

Jds.  Kennet  Dawson, 

Special  Justice. 
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(No.  27.) 

Sir,  St.  James's,  3  June  1837. 

I  H  AVE  the  honour  of  transmitting,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the 
following  quarterly  district  report. 

Some  sugar  estates  in^my  district  will,  in  my  opinion,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  parties  resi- 
dent thereon,  exceed  last  year's  crop,  while  others  will  fall  off  a  little  from  last  year ; 
accountable  for  by  the  long  drought  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  which  has  of  course  checked 
the  growth  of  the  last  cut  canes,  and  spring  plants  of  last  year,  from  which  the  planters 
expect  very  great  returns,  which  of  course  will  be  materially  lessened.  The  produce  in 
general  is  equal  to  that  of  former  years,  and  the  crops  are  forward. 

The  apprentices  in  my  district  are,  I  am  happy  to  say,  generally  contented  and  happy, 
cheerfully  performing  their  duty  to  the  master,  and  working  in  their  own  time  for  liberal 
wages. 

f  have  also  to  mention  the  very  ereat  scarcity  of  provisions,  which  can  be  accounted  for 
by  tlie  great  drought,  and  especiaUy  to  the  shameful  manner  in  which  the  grounds  have' 
been  lately  neglected  by  the  apprentices  in  consequence  of  their  preferring  to  work  for 
wages. 

I  have,  &c. 
S.  R.  Warren,  Esq.  8cc.  8cc.  R.  Cochins,  S.  M, 

Governor's  Secretary,  King's  House. 


(No.  28.) 

REPORT  by  Special  Justice  Camaby,  on  the  State  of  his  District,  in  the  Parish  oi 
St.  James*s,  for  the  Quarter  ending  30th  June  1837. 

Montego  Bay,  11  July  1837. 

This  district  continues  most  orderly,  and  the  apprentices  perform  their  work  well. 
Generally  a  good  feeling  prevails  between  them  and  their  masters. 

The  crop  is  now  completed,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  refer  to  the  annexed  state^ 
of  this  and  last  year's  produce,  as  completely  verifying  my  former  reports,  as  to  an  increase* 
this  season.  This  state  shows  an  addition  of  468  hogsheads  of  suear  upon  the  17  estates 
in  my  district,  being  more  than  one-fourth  upon  last  year's  crop.  The  rum  has  increased  in 
proportion. 

The  hours  of  labour  are  nine  daily. 

Voluntary  task-work,  when  properly  explained  to  the  apprentices,  and  fairly  dealt  out,  is 
adopted  writh  success. 

Tne  apprentices  are  now  more  inclined  to  labour  in  their  own  time  for  hire,  which  runs 
from  2s.  6  d.  to  Ss.  4d.  per  day. 

The  greater  number  of  the  attomies  give  many  of  the  old  allowances ;  and  this  year  Mr. 
George  Gordon  (whose  liberality  to  all  under  him  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice  in  former 
reports)  has  served  out  additional  allowances,  being  so  satisfied  of  the  work  performed  by 
the  apprentices,  and  of  their  general  good  behaviour. 

The  church  accommodation  scarcely  meets  the  daily  increasing  numbep  who  regularly 
attend  divine  worship ;  but  it  is  pleasant  to  observe  the  exertions  now  making  to  supply  the 
deficiencies. 

The  free  children  continue  a  burden  on  their  parents,  who  appear  to  do  all  they  can  to 
educate  them. 

The  valuations  increase,  but  principally  among  the  non-preedials,  the  term  being  now 
short,  and  their  annual  value  reasonable.  With  me  this  quarter  valuations  have  decreased.. 
I  cannot  tell  how  the  apprentices  employ  themselves  after  purchasing  their  freedom. 

The  appearances  for  next  crop    are    favourable,  and  notwithstanding  the  gratifying 
increase  m  my  district  this  year,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  no  unforeseen  calamity  in  the  • 
seasons  occur,  that  the  ensumg  return  will  equal,  if  not  exceed,  that  now  taken  of  the 
ground. 

It  is  proper  I  should  mention,  in  conclusion,  that  about  six  weeks  i^o,  two  or  thiee  evil- 
disposed  persons  resident  in  the  interior  of  this  parish,  raised  and  circulated  a  report  that' 
the  apprentices  in  their  neighbourhood  were  disaffected,  and  that  they  had  noticed  symp- 
toms of  an  attempt  to  create  disturbance.  But  those  charges,  when  investigated  by  the 
authorities,  turned  out  wholly  groundless,  and  the  subsequent  quiet  state  of  St.  James's  and. 
the  adjoining  parishes  completely  prove  them  so. 

Wm.  Camabt/f 

Special  Justice. 
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(No.  29.) 

STATE  of  the  Produce  of  17  Properties,  being  the  Number  of  Sugar  Estates  in  the  District 
of  Special  Justice  Camaby,  in  the  Pansh  of  St.  James, — Crops,  1836  and  1837. 


JAMAICA. 


No. 


ESTATES. 


CROP,  1836. 


Hogsheads 
ot  Sugar. 


Tierces 
of  Sugar. 


CROP,  1837. 


Hogsheads 
of  Sugar. 


Tierces 
of  Sugar. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
16 
17 


Belfield 
Bague    - 
Catherine  Hall 
Catherine  Mount 
Friendship 
Fairfield 
Guilsbro' 
Irwin 


Leitrim  and  Purling  Stream 


Leyden  - 
Orange  - 
Potosi    - 
Retirement 
Spring  Garden 
Unity  Hall      . 
Wilhamsfield 
Worcester 


160  Tierces,  equal  to  - 
147  Tierces,  equal  to   - 

Crop,  1836    - 


66 

48 

83 

69 

28 

134 

104 

133 

279  tons, 

netwght 

107 


165 
59 
81 
77 
60 


1,493 


107 


1,600 


21 
57 
50 

20 

10 


106 

75 

140 

105 

46 

184 

104 

179 

301  tons, 

netwght. 

169 


185 

79 

134 

108 

55 


160 


1,970 


98 


Crop, 
1837 


} 


2,068 


21 
48 
45 

20 

12 


147 


Abstract. 


Crop,  1837 
Crop,  1836 


Increase  of  Hogsheads  in  Crop  1837 


Hogsheads. 
2,068 

1,600 


468 


Note. — The  rum  has  increased  in  proportion. 

Montego  Bay,  St.  James's,  11  July  1637. 
The  preceding  state  referred  to  in  my  report  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  of 


this  date. 


William  Camaby, 


Special  Justice. 


(No.  30.) 


M  ESTERN  Interior  District,  comprising  Parts  of  the  Parishes  of  St.  James,  Hanover, 

and  Westmorland. 

Sir,  11  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  that,  since  making  my  report  on  the  first  of  April,  the  peace 
of  the  district  has  been  uninterrupted,  the  apprenticed  labourers,  with  trifling  exception, 
continuing  to  conduct  themselves  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

154.  P  P 
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JAMAICA.  I^  is  to  be  regretted,  under  such  circumstances^  that  on  some  estates  there  is  an  absenc« 

..«,«....«..._        of  kindly  feeling  between  manager  and  apprentice.    This  I  conceive  to  be,  in  a  great 

measure,  attributable  to  the  conduct  of  the  former,  who,  upon  frivolous  occasions,  witbnold 

the  salt  fish  allowed  by  the  proprietors;,  and  in  other  ways  demean  themselves  in  an  arbitrary 

manper  towards  the  people,  without  at  the  same  time  inftinging  on  the  letter  of  the  law. 

Working  by  the  task,  and  also  for  money  wages,  in  their  own  time,  is  not  unusual  amongst 
the  apprentices ;  but  it  is  more  particularly  practised  on  those  estates  where  they  are  kioaly 
and  liberally  treated. 

The  moral  condition  of  the  free  children  is  a  subject  on  which  the  planters  in  this  district 
seem  never  to  have  bestowed  any  consideration ;  and  I  feel  that  I  am  correct  in  stating,  that 
not  tm  individual  amongst  them,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  George  Gordon,  attorney  for 
Mr.  Malcolm's  extensive  properties,  of  whose  name  I  have  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
to  make  honourable  mention,  has,  up  to  the  present  moment,  made  any  effort  to  rescue  this 
interesting  portion  of  the  population  from  vice  and  ignorance.  Through  his  exertions,  aided 
by  the  zealoils  labours  of  the  Church,  Baptist,  and  Methodist  missionaries,  two  day-schools 
and  two  Sunday-schools  have  been  established,  all  of  which  I  believe  to  be  well  attended. 
For  their  physical  support  and  comfort,  the  free  children  are,  1  am  inclined  to  believe,  prin- 
cipally dependent  on  their  parents. 

Valuations  are  not  on  the  increi»e ;  but  I  do  not  attribute  this  circumstance  to  apy  disin- 
clination, on  the  part  of  the  apprentices,  ^o  purchase  their  freedom ;  they  are,  in  my  opinion, 
deterred  from  doing  so  owin^  to  the  excessive  value  at  which,  it  is  well  kupwn,  managers 

Sinerally  estknate  their  services,  and  to  the  facility  which  they  possess,  as  contn^sted  with 
e  apprentices,  in  obtaining  testimony  to  support  their  views. 

The  crop  hlis  now  been  brought  to  a  conclusion.  On  some  sugar  estates  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  produce,  as  contrasted  with  last  year;  to  what  extent  I  have  not  been  able 
precisely  t6  ascertain;  1  would,  Wwever,  instance  the  foflowirig: — Chester  Castle  estate, 
which  has  terminated  cfop  by  m^akine  150  hogsheads  of  sugar,  oeing  an  increase  of  60  on 
the  fast  yekr ;  Copse,  the  most  considerable  property  in  the  district,  upon  which  the  large 
amount  of  330  hogsheads  have  b^en  manufactured ;  Wiltshire  has  also  had,  I  believe,  an 
augmentation  of  10  hogsheads.  Oh  those  estates  where  a  defalcation,  to  any  extent,  has 
resulted,  I  believe  it  to  be  attributable,  in  most  "instances,  to  bad  management. 

Prom  the  preparations  which  are  being  made  for  the  ensutng  cfop,  I  have  every  reason  to 
think  that,  should  the' seasons  prove  favourable,  a  considerable  increase  of  produce  will  be 
the  result. 

Ih  conclusion,  I  regret  to  add,  that  I  have  experienced,  for  some  months,  a  disposi- 
tion, on  the  part  of  certain  managers  in  this  district,  to  insult,  harass,  and  misrepresent  me 
when  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  a  special  magistrate ;  and  that  I  have  been 
unwillingly  obliged,  in  many  instances,  to  require  the  attendance  of  police,  in  order  to 
ensure  that  decorum  which  elsewhere  characterises  a  court  of  justice. 

I  have,  8cc. 

C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  Government  Secretary.  John  OdeU. 


(No.  81.) 

Sir,  Montego  Bay,  8  July  1837. 

I  FEEL  very  gre^t  pleasure  in  having  it  in  my  power^to  report,  that  the  apprentices  in  this 
district  continue  to.  labour  cheerfully  in  their  master's  time,  and  willingly  m  their  own,  for 
money. 

It  will  be  gratifying  also  to  his  Excellency  to  learn  that  the  crop  has  been  taken  off  the 
ground  much  earlier  than  usual,  the  quality  improved,  and'  yielding  a  considerable  increase 
over  that  of  the  preceding -year. 

There  is  a  much  larger  supply  of  plants  put  in  this  season  than  usual,  for  which  consider- 
able apprehension  was  for  some  time  entertained,  on  account  of  the  excessive  dry  weather ; 
but  I  am  happy  to  €Mkl,  that  the  recent  refreshing  showers  have  rapidly  effected  a  change  in 
the  appearance  of  the  fields,  and  in  all  probability  the  ensuing  crop  will  yield  a  greater 
return  than  the  present 

The  desire  tor purchase  the  unexpired  term  of  apprenticeship  appears  to  have  increased, 
bavii^ig  appheid  for  .their  discharge  since  my  last  return;  but  wnat  becomes  of  them  after, 
or  to  what  description  of  labour  they  betake  themselves,  I  really  cannot  say. 

With  respect  to  the -means  employed  for  the  extension  of  religion  and  education,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  observe,  that  efforts  of  this  description  cannot  be  expected  to  succeed  without 
considerable  expense;  the  funds  available  for  that  purpose  have  not  been  adequate  to  the 
demand;  but  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  increased  exertions  about  to  be  made  will  not 
be  backward  in  supplying,  at  no  very  distant  period,  the  means  of  extending  such  a  desirable 
object. 

I  have,  &C. 

To  Charles  Henry  Darling,  Esq.,  (signed)        R.  B.  Facey,  Special  Justice. 

Governor's  Secretary,  &c.  8cc. 
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(No.  32.) 

REPORT  of  the  State  of  Special  Justice  Ftnlayson's  District^  in  the  Parish  of  St.  James, 

for  the  Quarter  ending  30th  June  1837. 

In  een»al  there  has  been  a  good  feeling  between  the  employers  and  the  apprentices ; 
though  there  have  been  exceptions  upon  two  or  three  estates^  where  unnecessary  harshness  is 
adopted.  The  number  of  complaints  is  nearlv  the  same  with  the  last  quarter.  The  appren- 
ticea  hare  been  performing  theur  work  willingly. 

The  working  nours  are  fixed  at  nine  daily. 

Task-work  is  not  generally  adopted  in  the  district ;  though  where  reaaonable  tasks  are 
exacted,  the  apprentices  readily  accede  to  them. 

Where  adequate  wages  are  offered,  the  apprentices  work  in  their  own  time  without  hesita- 
tion ;  and  where  they  do  not  get  employment  from  their  own  masters,  they  apply  for  it  on 
nei^bouring  properties.  The  wages  usually  given  for  Fridays  and  Saturdays  are  firom 
St.  ecL  to  Ss.  4d.  per  day. 

Some  estates  withheld  the  former  supplies  of  salt-fish  to  the  appn^tices ;  and  others  have 
altogether  withdrawn  or  limited  the  number  of  cooks,  nurses,  and  watchmen  to  provision 
gromids. 

The  condition  of  the  free  children  is  in  general  bad,  hs  they  are  burdens  almost  entirely 
upon  their  mothers,  receiving  no  support  from  the  estates,  and  only  getting  medical  care  in 
a  few  instances,  unless  wh^i  paid  for. 

The  attendance  of  the  apprentices,  both  at  church  and  at  schools,  is  fully  equal  to  the 
accommodation ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report,  that  gre^  exertions  are  making  to  provide 
additional  accommodation. 

There  is  a  very  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  freedom,  and  the 
number  of  applications  is  increasing  materially.  During  this  quarter  there  have  been  32 
valuations,  ot  which  24  ha^re  been  paid. 

Owing  to  the  lon^  period  of  dry  weather  in  the  early  part  of  this  quarter,  the  canes  (espe- 
cially on  the  sea-side  estates)  have  not  yielded  so  well  as  had  he&i  calculated  upon ;  but  the 
rec^it  rains  have  materially  improved  the  appearance  of  the  plants  for  the  ensuing  crop. 

Some  vague  rumours  of"^  dissatisfaction  and  apprehended  disturbances  were  for  some  time 
in  cii-culation  in  the  parish.  In  this  district,  however,  there  was  no  cause  for  suspicion,  as 
the  apprentices  have  long  been  conducting  themselves  with  much  propriety. 

1  July  1337.  (signed)         Walter  Finlaysan,  Special  Justice. 


JAMAICA, 


(No.  33.> 

Sir,  Maroon  Town,  St.  Jameses,  80  June  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  quarterly  report,  agreeably  to  his  Excellency's  circular, 
w  usual. 

lat.  Since  my  last  report,  the  apprentices  in  my  district  have  been  industrious  and  quiet. 

9d.  In  general,  good  fedmg  essts  between  the  apprentices  and  their  em{rioyer8. 

3d.  With  a  few  exceptions,  they  perform  their  work  willingly* 

4th.  The  nine-hour  system  is  general,  and  the  intervals  of  relaxation  are,  an  hour  for 
breakfast,  and  two  hours  for  dinner. 

6th.  Task-work  is  generally  resorted  to. 

4Hh.  It  is  the  custom  in  this  district  for  apprentices  to  dig  cane*holes,  in  their  own  time, 
at  3«.  4dL  f&c  90  holes ;  and  to  wotk  continually  during  crop  time  from  16  or  16  hours  per 
(day,  at  the  rato  of  1  {if.  for  their  extra  hours. 

7th.  The  usual  indulgences  during  slavery  are  in  ffeneral  not  withheld. 

•th.  Parents  are  very  unwilling  to  have  their  fi-ee  children  placed  under  the  oontrd  of  their 
masters. 

Mh.  A  school  exists  for  the  education  of  children,  and  a  pla^  of  worship  is  about  to  be 
Imilt. 

10th.  Six  valuations  have  taken  place  during  this  quarter,  but  have  not  yet  been  paid. 

lltfa.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  say  how  the  apprentices  employ  themselves  after  their 
discharge. 

12th.  The  crop  in  this  district  has  averaged  more  than  last  season,  and  the  prospects  of 
the  ensuing  crop  are  more  favourable. 

I  have,  &c. 
C.  H.  DarUng,  Esq.,  (signed)        /•  If.  Crockett,  Special  Justice. 

Ooiveroor's  Secretary,  the  King's  House. 


(No.  34.) 

Sir,  Central  District,  Trelawny,  30  June  1837. 

Ht  very  recent  removal  to  this  district,  and  the  still  more  reoent  arraneements  by  which 
many  extensive  plantations,  have  been  now  only  some  few  weeks  committed  to  my  magisterial 
154.  pp2  charge. 
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JAMAICA.       charge,  render  it  necessary,  in  justice  to  myself  and  injustice  to  those  persons  on  whow 
.^.,._,.__^^^*       conduct  it  is  my  duty  to  comment,  to  confine  my  report,  to  a  mere  statement  of  those  circmn- 
stances  which,  from  their  prominence,  have  most  attracted  my  attention. 

On  all  my  first  visits  to  properties,  without  an  exception,  I  heard  from  the  overseers  the 
most  flattermg  statements  of  tne  general  good  conduct,  industry,  and  contentedness  of  the 
apprentices,  and  was  in  many  instances  most  triumphantly  referred  to  the  record  of  offences 
tned  before  the  special  magistrates  on  the  estates,  as  proof  of  the  paucity,  and  in  some  in- 
stances total  absence  of  offences  for  a  very  considerable  len^h  of  time.  The  experience  I  had 
had  in  another  parish,  and  the  observations  I  had  painfully  made  during  a  period  of  three 
years  of  anxious  watchfulness  of  the  degrading  influence  bt  slavery  upon  all  classes,  made 
me  receive  these  florid  accounts  of  a  peasantry  labouring  without  remuneration,  with  much  cau- 
tion and  suspicion,  though  I  need  not  say  how  much  I  should  have  been  delighted  could  I  have 
.  beUeved  and  found  them  true.  A  very  short  time  would  have  suflSced,  had  I  been  sanguine 
enough  to  have  indulged  in  the  belief  of  that  comparatively  happy  and  judiciously  amalga- 
mated state  of  society,  which  only  time,  aided  by  tne  equal  administration  of  beneficent  lawg, 
and  the  spread  of  religion  and  morality  can  induce,  to  have  dispelled  the  illusion.  1  learned 
full  soon  the  reason  wh]r  the  special  magistrate's  interposition  was  so  little  needed  by  the 
managers,  and  why  his  aid  was  so  rarely  invoked  by  the  apprentices.  The  estate's  cells  were 
the  universal  panacea  for  the  adult,  and  pomegranate  switches  for  the  juvenile;  an 
unlimited  appliance  of  which  had  produced  that  sullen  quietude  which  had  been  so  vannt- 
ingly  described  to  me  as  the  tranquil  cheerfulness  of  contented  labour.  The  unlimited  exer- 
cise  of  this  tremendous  power  (confinement  in  the  estate's  dungeon  for  24  hours)  for  any 
offence  or  alleged  offence,  had  rendered  frequent  appeals  on  the.  part  of  the  managers  to  the 
special  justice  unnecessary;  and  as  the  people  were  aware  this  injustice  was  perpetrated, 
unprohibited  by  the  special  justices,  they  were  not  so  insane  as  to  mak6  fruitless  complaints 
to  them.  I  have  laboured  by  conciliatory  means  to  restore  the  labouring  population  to  a 
condition  more  nearly  resembling  freedom.  I  adopted  this  course  with  the  manages  in 
preference  to  a  coercive  one,  as  the  greatest  share  of  blame  was  more  justly  attributable  to 
the  administrators  of  the  law,  who  had  permitted  the  existence  of  so  oppressive  a  system. 

I  have  explained  to  all  the  overseers  the  utter  variance  of  the  exercise  of  such  or  any 
coercive  power  with  the  express  words  of  the  21st  clause  of  the  Island  Abolition  Act,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  remove  the  misconception  of  the  power  which  overseers  in  general  fency 
they  le^lly  possess,  from  the  permission  given  to  the  constables  to  confine  for  any  offence  by 
the  39th  clause  of  the  same  Act;  which  I  have  assured  them  conveys  only  such  and  no 
greater  authority  to  imprison  than  that  which  is  possessed  by  constables  appointed  in  the 
usual  way  to  preserve  the  peace  of  towns  and  districts,  and  for  the  apprehension  of  felons,  &c. 
1  have  explained,  that  as  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  rural  districts  form  distinct  commu- 
nities unaer  the  operation  of  peculiar  laws  and  a  peculiar  magistracy,  apprenticed  constables 
were  necessary  to  assist  in  carrying  those  laws  into  effect,  in  the  same  degree  as  parochial 
constables  are  necessary  to  assist  tne  general  magistracy ;  and  that  instead  of  intending  to 
arm  the  managers  of  estates  with  a  power  inconsistent  with  freedom,  the  tenderness  and 
jealousy  with  which  the  Legislature  regarded  incroachments  on  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
was  evmced  in  the  permission  given  in  me  same  clause  to  release,  if  within  24  hours  the 
attendance  of  a  magistrate  coula  not  be  procured ;  a  power  not  possessed  by  ordinary  con- 
stables, but  in  the  case  of  people  whose  offences  could  only  be  tried  by  a  peculiar  body  of 
magistrateis,  not  always  within  summons,  rendered  necessary,  to  prevent  injustice  by.  pro- 
tracted confinement  previous  to  trial.  Those  who  have  acted  on  my  advice  and  desisted,  I 
have  not  fined  ;  one  who  persisted,  I  have. 

The  next  grievance  which  was  obtruded  on  my  notice,  was  the  very  general  fraud  practised 
upon  the  people  in  the  regulation  of  the  hours  of  labour.  During  the  short  days,  to  enable 
the  managers  to  get  nine  hours  of  labour  daily,  they  allowed  half  an  hour  for  breidcfast,  and 
one  hour  and  a  half  for  dinner,  commencing  at  ((  a.  m.  and  terminating  at  6. p.  m.,  which  was 
perfectly  correct  and  proper ;  but  now  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  the  days  are  14  boon 
long,  1  found  they  were  only  allovring  the  same  respite  for  meals  as  in  the  short  days,  and  in 
many  instances  beginning  woric  at  a  quarter  to  6  a.  m.,  and  not  leaving  off  until  a  quarter  to 
7  p.M* ;  thus  exacting  from  10  to  11  hours  during  four  days,  and  draw'mg  off  at  midday  on 
Friday,  which  would  give  an  additional  hour,  making,  during  the  week  on  some  properties 
49  hours,  and  on  others  45,  without  remuneration,  and  with  the  ostensible  pretence  of  only 
working  40  ^  hours  weekly. 

This  fact  has  frequently  colne  under  my  notice,  bothHrom  the  complaint  of  the  people  and 
from  my  own  observation ;  but  from  the  difficulty  of  legal  proof,  tew  of  the  apprentices 
having  watches,  and  the  variety  of  evasions  by  which  the  manager  can  escape  conviction,  it 
tirill  be  only  by  a  systematic  and  vigilant  watchfulness  that  an  evu  of  so  much  naagnitude  can 
be  repressed. 

Another  source  of  grievous  oppression,  several  instances  of  which  have  been  brought  to 
my  notice  by  complaint,  is  that  of  non-prsedial  apprentices,  who  being  in  domestic  emplov 
ment  during  slavery,  have  been  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  constrained  to  perform  tie 
more  profitable  labour  of  the  field*  So  that,  short  as  my  residence  in  Trelawny  has  been,  I 
have  seen  more  within  the  time  of  gross  and  serious  infractions  of  the  ameliorative  provisions 
of  the  Abolition  Act,  than  usually  occurred  in  the  space  of  12  months  in  the  district  fitmi 
which  I  have  lately  been  removed. 

The  patience  with  which  so  much  of  wrong  has  been  endured,  and  the  industry  which 
has  at  the  same  time  been  exhibited  by  the  labouring  population,  has  more  convincingly 
than  the  utmost  eloquence  of  words,  proved  that  the  praise  the  managers  have  bestowed  on 
them  to  me  was,  whether  sincerely  spoken  or  not,  most  richly  deserved. 

I  hare, 
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I  hav«,  I  trust,  succeeded  in  putting  an  end  to  the  system  of  incarceration  in  cells,  and  JAMAICA. 
assault  by  constables,  and  yet  1  have  not  had  a  single  complaint  of  indolence  against  a  ,  - 
gan^,  ana  remarkably  few  complaints  by  managers  against  individuals ;  and  I  feel  the  most 
pei-fect  confidence,  that  with  the  support  I  am  sure  to  receive  from  the  executive,  I  shall  in 
a  very  short  time  be  able  to  see  the  benevolent  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  fairly,  fully, 
and  beneficially  in  operation,  to  the  great  increase  of  the  mutual  advantag^es  of  master  and 
apprentices.  In  this  hope  and  expectation,  I  am  encouraged  by  the  gratifying  exceptions 
to  the  general  management  and  treatment  of  apprentices  exhibited  on  the  estates  m  this 
district,  the  property  of  Henry  Shirley,  esq.,  and  Edmund  M.  B,  Barrett,  esq.  Mr.  Shirley, 
aware  that  without  a  longer  duration  of  labour  than  the  legal  hours,  he  could  not  continue 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  to  the  extent  he  required,  honestly  and  fairly  contracted  with  his 
apprentices  for  10  hours  in  the  field  during  the  whole  year,  and  as  honestly  and  fairly  pays 
them  for  it ;  while  others  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  as  I  have  before  observed,  are  exacting 
the  same  time  without  acknowledgment.  The  proprietor  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  estates, 
Mr.  Barrett,  from  all  I  have  witnessed  on  those  oroperties,  and  from  what  I  have  learned  of 
the  anxiety  he  feels,  and  the  means  he  adopts  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition,  and 
the  promotion  of  the  comfort  of  his  people,  must  be  a  man  of  singular  and  rare  benevolence, 
and  it  affords  me  more  real  pleasure  than  I  can  express  in  being  enabled  to  bear  testimony 
to  his  good  fortune  in  the  selection  of  an  agent  in  Matthew  Farquharson,  esq.,  whose  religious 
principles  and  natural  benevolence  predispose  him  to  carry  into  their  fullest  effect  the 
numane  and  generous  designs  of  Mr.  Barrett. 

The  parish  has  the  peculiar  good  fortune  to  be  blessed  with  a  greater  number  of  active 
and  enterprising  missionaries  than  1  believe  any  other  in  the  island.  There  are  four  Baptist, 
three  Methodist,  two  Scotch,  and  one  Independent,  all  of  whom  have  large  apprentice  con- 
gregations, and  over  whom  they  have  happily  acquired  an  influence  that  is  to  me  the 
strongest  assurance  of  the  permanence  of  those  habits  of  industry  and  general  good  con- 
duct which  so  remarkably  characterize  the  apprenticed  population  of  this  district,  and  which 
makes  them  so  patiently  submit  to  infringements  on  their  time  and  privileges.  His  Excel- 
lency will  be  enabled  to  form  some  idea  of  the  fervency  of  their  zeal  for  relig^ion,  by  the  fact 
of  the  enormous  sum  of  900/.t>eing  subscribed  principally  by  the  apprentices  of  this  and 
,  the  adjoining  districts  on  the  opening  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Knibb's  Baptist  chapel  at  Falmouth 
in  April  last. 

I  have,  8ic. 

*—  Warren,  Esq,  (signed)        Edmund  B.  Lyon,  Special  Justice. 

&c.  &c.  8cc. 


(No.  86.) 

Sir,  Trelawny,  Jamaica,  80  June  1B87. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the 
tranquillity  of  this  populous  district  remains  undisturbed. 

There  have  been  but  very  few  complaints  against  the  manager,  nor  have  there  been  many 
against  the  apprentices  during  this  quarter,  consequently  punishments  are  much  diminished ; 
but  I  regret  to  inform  his  Excellency  that  the  complaints  amongst  themselves  are  numerous 
and  very  continuous,  viz.  petty  thefls,  quarrels,  and  the  plunder  of  each  other's  provision 
grounds,  which  has  doubtless  been  greatly  augmented  from  the  scarcity  of  provisions, 
arising,  I  veVy  humbly  submit,  principsuly  from  the  late  extreme  drought  and  series  of  dry 
years. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  to  his  Excellency  that  the  sugar  crops  are  closing 
tolerably  satisfactorily. 

In  this  district  there  are  35  sugar  estates,  of  which  one-third  will  exceed  last  year's  crop, 
one  other  third  will  yield  about  the  same,  and  the  remaining  third  will  fall  someth'mg  short 
of  last  year's  returns ;  but  the  quantity  of  the  sugar  is  good  everywhere. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  to  his  Excellency  that  we  have  been  blessed  veith  fine 
rains  since  the  10th  May,  and  that  there  is  every  appearance  of  their  continuance,  so  that 
the  prospects  generally  are  very  flattering  for  next  year's  returns.  The  rapidity  of  vegeta- 
tion and  the  altered  face  of  the  country  is  pleasingly  astonishing,  and  the  exertions  of  all 
parties  interested  is  manifest  all  round  this  district  in  the  expectancy  of  good  crops. 

The  apprentices  are  employed  and  work  cheerfully  in  their  own  time  for  money ;  and  it 
afibrds  me  much  satisfaction  to  report  to  his  Excellency  that  several  of  the  planters  are 
exercising  a  liberal  and  vrise  policy  tovmrds  their  apprentices  by  kind  encouragement  and 
good  treatment. 

Several  managers  are  aware  that  the  probationary  state  applies  equally  to  themselves,  as 
to  the  apprentices,  and  are  looking  forward  to  the  ultimate  interests  of  both  parties,  which,  I 
humbly  submit^  to  his  Excellency,  it  would  not  only  be  difficult  but  unwise  to  separate. 

Additional  grants  of  home  grounds  have  been  recently  made  to  the  apprentices  on  the 
Tharp's  estates,  also  on  Cambridge,  Hampstead,  ReU'eat,  and  Schawfield,  and  I  doubt  not 
so  valuable  and  praiseworthy  an  example  will  shortly  be  followed  by  all  the  other  proper- 
ties in  the  beat,  and  will  doubtless  be  attended  by  the  most  happy  results,  present  and 
ultimate,  by  both  the  proprietor  and  apprentice,  by  precluding  tne  diabolical  practice  of 

154.  p  p  3  petty 
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JAMAICA,       petty  plunder  of  canes  and  provisions,  arising  from  the  drought,  distant  mountain  groands, 
■  and  general  scarcity  of  food. 

Assuring  his  Excellency  of  my  continued  and  best  exeilions  in  the  service, 

I  have,  8cc. 

To  C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  (signed)        S.  Pryce^  Special  Justice. 

fcc.      Sic.      GLC. 


(No.  36.) 

Sir,  Falmouth,  Trelawny,  3  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  furnish  his  Excellency  the  Governor  with  the  periodical  report  of 
the  ^tate  of  my  district ;  and  it  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  I  find  myself  enabled  to  say, 
that  the  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  the  Falmouth  district  is  most  peaceable  and 
Orderly,  every  eood  feeling  appearing  to  exist  between  themselves  and  their  employers. 
They  perform  their  work  willingly  on  the  whole ;  and  work  in  general  on  the  nine  nour 
system  of  labour.  Task- work  I  have  heard  very  little  of  of  late  (crop  time),  and  where  not 
resorted  to,  the  fault  is  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice,  who  is  ever  suspicious  (on  occasions  of 
this  kind)  of  some  sinister  motive  actuating  the  offer  of  his  master  to  him.  Where  the 
apprentices  work  for  money  wages,  they  are  paid  on  the  average  of  2rf.  or  2Jrf.  per  hour, 
I  may  fairly  say  the  latter;  and  their  payment  is  generally  on  the  Friday,  p.  m. 
V  Some  of  the  former  indulgences  are  withheld,  and  those  unavoidably,  I  am  given  to  under«> 
stand,  from  the  poverty  of  the  estate ;  but  the  staple  commodity  and  boon  offish  is  fireely 
and  Uberally  dispensed,  generally,  nay,  next  to,  everywhere. 

The  condition  of  the  free  children,  the  special  magistrate  has  but  Uttle  opportunity  of 
judging  of,  so  tenacious  are  the  mothers  of  affording  opportunity ;  but  I  firmly  believe  their 
condition  would  be  moving,  but  for  the  support  and  maintenance  afforded  the  child,  and  the 
indulgence  as  to  time,  &c.,  &c.  extended  to  the  mother :  and  vet,  withal,  they  are  the  most 
ungrateful  and  the  most  troublesome  class  of  apprentices  on  the  estates,  unless  we  class  the 
**  l^Uy-women"  with  them ;  in  truth,  just  as  bad,  troublesome,  and  difficult  to  manage. 

Facilities  for  education  and  religious  instruction  abound,  and  I  believe  the  attendance  at 
each  equals  the  accommodation. 

Valuation  cases  fluctuate  much,  and  those  in  my  last  quarter  are  kvr,  comparatively  to 
former  quarters.  Tradesmen,  house  servants,  and  housekeepers  appear  the  advocates  for 
^' discharge/'  and  they  usually  betake  themselves  to  their  accustomed  trades  elsewhere ; 
changing  masters  being  quite  a  mania  among  them.  Thank  God,  the  prospect  of  the  ensuing 
crop  IS,  or  is  reputed  proverbially  in  this  district  to  be,  the  best  ever  known,  and  cultivation 
is  far  ahead  everywhere,  the  seasons  having  been  the  best  that  could  have  blest  the  land. 

Having  nothing  of  moment  further  worthy  of  communicating  to  his  Excellency, 

I  have,  8cc, 
signed)        Jos.  Rawlins  Thomas, 

To  C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  Lt.  R.  N.,  Special  Justice, 

tic.    8cc.    &c. 


(No-  37.) 

In  compliance  with  his  Excellency's  Circular  of  the  23d  September,  No,  63,  directing 
Special  Justices  to  send  a  quarterly  report  of  the  state  in  their  districts,  I  Imve  enclos^ 
answers  to  the  questions  ordered. 

Answer  1.  The  apprentices,  since  my  last  report,  have  behaved  themselves  well,  orderiy 
fmd  peaceably. 

2.  On  most  of  the  properties  the  feeling  between  master  and  aj^rentice  are  kind  on  the 
paster's  part,  and  obedient  on  the  apprentice's. 

3.  The  apprentices  are  performing  their  work  willingly  and  cheerfully ;  the  crop  is  takeii 
off  the  CTound  as  well  as  it  ever  was,  the  apprentices  are  working  in  their  own  time,  and  the 
estates  have  been  making  good  week's  work  before  the  rain  set  in,  which  has  thrown  them 
back, 

4.  The  hours  of  woiking  in  this  district  is  the  nine  hours  system ;  those  in  the  boilifig-> 
house  and  mill-house  work  extra  hours,  for  which  they  are  paid ;  and  the  gangs  of  cane- 
cutters  are  paid  for  their  own  Fridays,  so  that  no  days  are  to  be  given  afler  crop. 

6.  Task-work  is  only  made  use  of  in  crop  time,  and  is  either  agreed  to  before  the  special 
justice  or  between  themselves  and  masters.  No  task-work  can  be  compelled  by  the  60th 
clause  of  the  Abolition  Law ;  digging  of  cane-holes  is  generally  performed  by  apprentices  in 
their  own  time,  and  are  paid  from  Ss.4d.io48.2d.  a  nundrea  holes. 

6.  The  apprentices  in  this  district  are  most  eager  to  work  for  hire,  with  the  exception  of 
Brace  Estate ;  the  wages  given  is,  viz.  head  people,  2  s.  6  J, ;  boiler  men,  Is.Sd.;  mill- 
house.  Is.  Sd.;  cane-carriers,  Is.Bd.;  dry  trash  carriers,  Is.Sd.;  boys,  10 d. ;  and  cane- 
cutters  on  their  own  Fridays,  2  8.  6  d,;  great  gang,  2  $.,  second  gang.  Is.  Sd.  per  day. 

7.  Indulgences,  which  were  given  in  during  the  Slave  Law,  are  withheld  on  some  estates, 
and  I  have  always  foimd  that  on  those  estates  where  they  have  been  so,  the  properties  are 
pot  so  far  forward,  nor  do  the  apprentices  work  so  well,  and  invariably  have  most  complaints.^ 

6.  I 
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8«  I  cmsideT  the  free  children  in  a  most  wretched  condition^  as  it  is  optional  with  the        JAMAICA, 
orerseers  to  allow  them  in  the  hot-house  when  sick,  or  the  medical  attendant  to  prescribe  for       ................ 

them.  They  are  not  broneht  up  to  industry  in  any  way ;  although  their  mothers  cannot  be 
hindered  from  attending  uiem  when  sick,  they  are  invariably  required  to  repay  back  the 
time  so  lost  to  the  estate. 

9u  The  facilities  for  the  education  of  the  free  children  in  this  perish  are  but  few  (public), 
one  at  Bird  Bume,  and  one  at  the  First  Hill,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vine.  There  is  mudi 
want  of  some  public  sdiools  in  my  district.  The  attendance  at  places  of  Divine  worship  is 
most  exemplaiy  in  this  district;  and  on  the  completion  of  the  present  places  of  worship, 
there  will  be  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  population,  there  being  seven  places  of  wor- 
ship in  mv  district 

10*  Of  late  there  have  not  been  many  applications  for  purchasing  the  freedom  of  appren- 
tices; I  have  only  received  money  for  two  smce  my  last  return. 

11.  I  cannot  inform  you  in  what  way  those  have  employed  themselves  who  have  pur- 
chased their  dischai^,  l)eing  females  and,  house-servants. 

12.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  crop  at  present  is  most  luxuriant ;  the  canes,  from  the 
very  fine  rams,  are  springin?  up  quick,  and  promise  a  good  return  next  year;  the  general 
cultivation  is  exteudmg,  and  an  average  crop  may  be  expected  from  the  present  prospect. 
The  season  has  been  most  fe^ourable  wis  quarter. 

Id.  None. 

C.  HawkinSf  Special  Justice. 


(No.  38.) 

Sir,  Spanish  Town,  1  July  1837. 

In  obedience  to  the  Circular,  Na  63,  I  enclose  the  customary  quarterly  report,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency,  and  of  his  Lordship  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies*  So  little 
alteration  in  any  respect  has  taken  place  since  my  last,  in  which  I  replied  tericUim  to  the 
questions  proposed  in  the  communication  from  the  Colonial  Office  of  the  15th  July  1836, 
toat  I  now  refer  to  it  for  a  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  district  intrusted  to  my  charge. 
I  should  feel  happy  in  being  enabled  to  report  a  change  for  the  better  in  the  relative  positiops 
of  master  and  apprentice,  and  that  the  reciprocal  dissatisfaction  then  existing  between  them 
had  softened  down  into  feelings  of  a  kindlier  nature.  The  three  first  years,  the  moiety  of  the 
apprenticeship  most  available  for  the  purposes  of  conciliation  and  persuasion,  and  for  gaining 
the  good  vnll  of  the  negro,  of  all  ends  that  most  essential  alike  to  the  interest  of  the  propria* 
tary  and  to  the  future  condition  of  the  labouring  .population,  to  the  prosperity  of  the  colony, 
and  to  the  mode  of  its  relations  hereafter  to  the  mother  country,  have  passed  over  in  thi» 
colony  in  bickering,  recrimination,  and  animosity,  which,  there  is  too  just  reason  for  appre- 
hending, that  the  remaining  half  of  the  term  will  prove  too  short, to  remedy  or  to  counteract. 
I  regret  to  have  observed  that  the  indefensible  and  unseemly  practice  of  chaining  females  by 
the  neck,  when  in  the  infirmaries  of  the  houses  of  correction,  still  exists,  notwithstanding  the 
severe  reprehaision  with  which,  on  my  representation  to  Government,  it  was  visited  in  the 
parish  of^St.  John.  Mr.  Special  Justice  Kamsay,  Dr.  Tabois,  and  myself,  on  a  casual  visit 
acme  weeks  since  to  the  house  of  correction  in  this  town,  found  three  females  thus  chained  in 
the  hospital  of  that  institution. 

Several  questions,  proposed  by  Mr.  Hovey,  the  agent  of  a  society  in  the  United  States, 
having  for  its  objects  the  extinction  of  slavery  and  the  amelioration  wad  improvement  of  the 
black  and  colooured  population,  were  lately  placed  in  my  hand^.  In  xnv  replies,  which  con- 
stant occupation  in  the  course  of  niy  duty  has  necessarily  rendered  hriei,  1  bad  to  give  a  cur- 
sory glance  at  die  existing  state  of'^this  island,  as  it  depends  on,  or  is  connected  with,  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  These  questions  resembUng  in  some  mesBure  those  forwarded  from  the 
Colonial  Office,  the  replies  afibrding  a  succinct,  and  I  believe  a  correct,  view  of  the  actual 
state  of  things  in  this  country,  and  certain  observations  contained  in  them,  which  refer  pro^ 
epectively  to  the  most  advisable  mode  of  efiecting  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  bein^  equally  applicable  and  capable  of  being  made  available  to  the  progress  of  the 
apprenticeship  system  in  Jamaics^  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  copying  them,  placing  the 
Questions  and  replies  in  juxtaposition,  fi>r  the  information  of  his  Lordship  the  Secreta^  for 
we  Colonies: 

1.  Is  there  an  increasing  confidence  among  the  people  in  the  stability  of  the  present  course 
of  things? — By  the  expression,  **  present  state  of  things,''  does  Mr.  Hovey  allude  to  the 
apprenticeship  ?  If  he  do,  it  is  clear  that,  being  an  intermediate  state  between  slavery  and 
fireedom^  a  period  simply  o{  transition  and  preparation,  it  can  in  nowise  be  said  to  possess 
stability.  If  Mr.  Hovey 's  meaning  extend  generally  to  the  measure  in  progress,  and  to  the 
great  end  to  be  attained  by  the  efevation  of  a  large  portion  of  the  family  of  man  from  the 
most  pitiable  and  degrading  state  of  slavery  recorded  in  the  annals  of  history  to  the  condition 
of  fr^xnen,  tbeve  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  experiment  has  not  only  been  attended  with 
^Oiaplete  success  already,  but  that  its  effects  also  will  be  lasting  and  stable. 

2.  Do  the  apprentices  work  as  well  under  the  present  system  as  they  did  under  the  former  ? 
-—I  have  great  satisfaction  in.  informing  Mr.  Hovey  that  the  apprentices  perform  as  much 
work  in  a  given  time  at  present  as  they  did  formerly ;  that  I  perceive  a  oonsiderable  amelio- 
ration in  their  social  condition,  consequent  on  advancing  civilization.  I  can  add,  that  where 
well  treated,  they  are  trac^le  and  docile ;  and  that  were  the  general  conduct  of  their 
masters  kinder  and  more  conciliaitory  towards  them,  they  would  be  contented  as  well  as 
industrious. 
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JAMAICA.  3.  Do  they  perform  much  extra  labour  for  hire  ? — As  regards  the  performance  of  extra 

— __— .        work  for  hire,  they  consult  their  own  convenience,  as  freemen  should  do.     Some  sell  their 

time,  and  afford  to  their  employer  an  adequate  proportion  of  labour ;  others  prefer  usin?  their 

extra  hours  in  the  cultivation  of  their  provision-grounds,  and  the  sale  of  the  produce  m  the 

market. 

4.  Is  an  increasing  desire  for  knowledge  and  instruction  apparent  among  them,  and  if  so, 
in  what  way? — An  increasing  desire  for  knowledge  and  improvement  is  apparent  among 
them ;  it  manifests  itself  now  in  the  general  acceptancie  of  the  truths  of  Christianity,  in  the 
enlarged  attendance  on  places  of  public  worship,  in  the  increasing  attention  to  personal 
decency  and  comfort  in  tneir  apparel  and  houses,  and  in  the  signally  intelligent  questions 
which  they  often  put,  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  to  those  who  have  inclination  or  leisure  to 
converse  with  them. 

5.  Has  the  amount  of  labour  in  the  island  diminished  since  lBd4;  and  if  so,  how  does  it 
appear? — I  have  not  time  suflScient  at  my  disposal  to  follow  this  Question  through  all  the 
details  which  a  complete  view  of  the  objects  that  it  embraces  would  lead  to ;  I  shall  simply 
observe,  that  the  general  amount  of  labour  performed  in  the  island  has  not  diminished  since 
1834.  The  exports  have  necessarily  declined  with  the  disuse  of  the  hideous  and  abominable 
system  which  drove  the  slave  to  the  field  before  daylight  and  kept  him  there,  with  little 
intermission,  until  night  supervening,  rendered  the  continuation  of  his  task  a  matter  of  impos- 
sibility; a  system  which  often  kept  the  negro,  when  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar, 
on  continuous  labour  for  six  days  and  as  many  nights,  durinjg  which  time  the  only  intervals 
he  could  devote  to  rest  were  snatched  by  stealth  from  the  vigilant  eye  of  an  overseer,  and 
liable  to  be  rudely  interrupted  by  the  lasn  of  his  inhuman  taskmaster;  a  system  under  which, 
before  the  abolition  of  the  slave-U^de,the  negro  was  worked  like  the  horse  or  the  steer  until  he 
dropped  under  his  burthen,  and  when  it  was  held  more  profitable  and  planter-like  to 
purchase  a  new  slave  than  to  incur  the  expense  and  trouble  of  patching  up  the  worarout 
constitution  of  some  unhappy  wretch  diseased  or  disabled  by  cruel  treatment,  or  by  compul- 
sory exertions  beyond  his  strength.  From  these  and  similar  causes,  the  quantity  of  agricul- 
tural labour  expended  on  exportable  commodities  has  necessariljr  decreased  in  anoount ;  bnt 
the  sum-total  of  labour  performed  in  the  island  has  not  at  all  diminished.  It  seems  to  be  an 
imdeviating  rule  of  nature  that  all  atrocious  violations  of  her  laws  defeat  the  end  which  they 
are  meant  to  attain.  The  negro,  it  is  true,  then  died  under  the  load  or  under  the  lash  ;  but 
though  his  master  had  the  power  to  stay  him,  he  had  not  that  of  making  him  work  willingly, 
or  even  adequately,  when  removed  from  his  immediate  inspection.  Such  part  of  Us  extra 
time  as  the  ne^  can  now  spare,  vrithout  infringing  on  that  claimed  by  nature  for  repose,  is 
devoted  to  his  unmediate  profit  and  convenience ;  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  one  hour  of 
voluntary  is  worth  two  of  compulsory  labour.  Hence  the  aggregate  of  the  work  efiected  in 
the  island  has  not  decreased ;  the  labour  is  merely  diverted  mto  other  channels.  A  reference 
to  the  returns  of  the  custom-house  will  show  that,  whilst  exports  have  fallen  off,  imports  have 
considerably  increased.  The  negro,  in  fact,  now  certamly  does  less  for  his  master,  but  vastly 
more  for  himself.  The  course  which  industry  has  taken  daily  developes  new  resources, 
creates  fresh  wants,  improves  the  condition  of  the  people  (by  the  people  I  mean  the  labouring 
population  of  .Jamaica),  and  increases  the  market  for  the  staples  and  manufactures  of  the 
mother  country,  without  injuring  the  revenues  of  the  colony. 

6.  What  is  the  prospect  as  to  the  education  and  industry  of  the  children  of  the  apprentices ;  do 
planters  as  well  as  parents,  encourage  their  education  ? — The  clergy  of  the  Established  Church, 
to  a  certain  degree,  and  the  sectarian  ministers  more  effectually,  nave  exerted  themselves  for 
the  philanthropic  object  of  affording  the  means  and  opportunity  of  education  to  the  children 
of  apprentices ;  still  the  success  is  incalculably  short  of  the  occasion.  There  are  not  adequate 
means  of  instruction  for  a  twentieth  part  of  the  labouring  population.  The  planters  in 
general  are  either  indifferent  or  hostile  to  the  moral  progress  and  amelioration  of  the  negro ; 
and  the  parents  are  not  themselves  sufficiently  acquamt^  with  the  blessings  and  advantages 
of  proper  instruction  to  appreciate  its  blessings  for  the  children. 

7.  Has  the  introduction  of  the  new  system  had  any  perceptible  effect  on  the  enterprize 
and  prosperity  of  the  island,  and  especially  upon  the  value  of  property? — Again,  as  I 
observed  m  reply  to  No.  5,  I  have  not  time  to  go  into  a  lengthened  statistic  detail,  and  mxisi 
confine  my  remarks  to  facta  that  Mr.  Hovey's  own  experience  will  probably  have  made  him 
acquainted  with.  The  new  system  has  had  an  effect  on  the  enterprize  and  prosperity  of 
the  island,  totally  unanticipated  by  the  most  sanguine  at  its  commencement.  New  towns 
have  been  founded  in  various  parts  of  the  country ;  and  in  the  old,  new  houses  are  spring- 
ing up  on  all  sides.  Institutions,  unthought  of  in  the  days  of  slavery,  are  established  for 
agricultural  and  scientific  purposes.  Land  daily  increases  in  value,  and  ^e  labour  of 
apprentices,  considered  as  property,  has  brought,  and  is  bringing  in,  for  the  six  years  of  the 
apprenticeship,  a  sum  equal  to  three  times  the  whole  life  value  of  the  slave,  as  appraised 
by  commissioned  valuators  in  1834.  I  sent  the  subjoined  calculation  on  the  subject,  about 
three  months  since,  to  England. 

8.  What  are  the  present  inconveniences  which  have  resulted  ftx)m  the  change,  and  how 
have  they  been  obviated  ? — Limiting  myself  to  the  terms  of  the  question,  I  state  with  much 
satisfaction  that  the  inconveniences  which  have  resulted  from  the  change,  are  of  too  insigni- 
ficant a  nature  to  be  of  any  consideration  as  a  set-off  against  the  vast  increase  of  humah 
happiness  which  it  has  occasioned,  and  the  social  and  moral  amelioration  of  the  many 
millions  of  our  fellow-creatures  existing,  and  to  exist.  The  planter  has  even  been  compen- 
sated for  the  reduced  quantity  of  produce  exported,  by  a  more  than  corresponding  rise  in  its 
price.  Perhaps  the  inconvenience  most  sensibly  felt  at  present,  in  the  operation  of  the  new  system, 
IS  the  very  general  and  mutual  feeling  of  dislike  ana  ill-will  existing  between  the  apprentice 
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and  his  master.    At  the  expiration  of  the  term  few  of  the  labourers,  I  am  inclined  to  thinks        JAMAICA. 

wiU  afford  their  services  to  the  persons  at  present  entitled  to  them  by  law.    This  feeling  has       

doubtlessly  originated  in  a  splenetic  and  exasperated  feeling  on  the  f)art  of  the  planter,  who, 
compelled  to  emancipate  his  slaves,  for  what  ne  maintained  at  the  time, — though  the  result 
has  shown  that  he  has  received  value  in  amount  greatly  beyond  the  most  exaggerated  esti- 
mate dfthe  property  relinquished, — to  be  an  insufficient  consideration,  showed  too  generally 
on  the  change  ot  condition,  with  the  short-sighted  policy  of  endeavouring  to  thwart  or  defeat 
the  benefici^  measures  of  the  mother  country,  a  perverse  disposition  to  harass  and  oppress 
the  apprentices,  withholding  from  him  every  assistance  and  indulgence,  though  customary  in 
the  days  of  slavery,  which  uie  strictest  interpretation  of  the  statute  would  bear  out ;  rigidly 
exacting  the  whole  law  from  him ;  showing  him,  even  when  merited  by  good  conduct  and  laith  • 
ful  service,  neither  countenance  nor  protection;  dragging  him  before  the  special  justice  on 
occasions  the  most  trivial,  and  on  pretexts  the  most  vexatious ;  too  often  manifesting  a  dis* 
creditable  anxiety  for  the  severe  infliction  of  the  lash ;  exclaiming  intemperately  against, 
fronting  by  gross  and  ofiensive  language,  and  even  proceeding  to  acts  of  personal  violence 
towards  the  magistrate,  whose  humanity  and  conscience  forbade  to  sanction  conduct  so 
unreasonable,  or  to  gratify  feelings  so  vindictive  and  unworthy.  Let  us  hope  that,  when  at 
length  the  dawn  of  freedom  shall  break  for  the  millions  of  the  enslaved  in  the  United  States, 
the  rights  and  immunities  of  the  new  freemen  shall  be  so  lucidly  and  minuteljr  defined,  and 
60  scrupulously  observed,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  American  proprietor  to  inflict 
so  much  injury  on  himself,  by  alienating  the  good  will  of  his  dependents,  as  in  many  in- 
stances has  unfortunately  been  the  case  m  Jamaica. 

9.  Are  the  complaints  which  come  before  the  special  magistrates  diminishing ;  and  are 
the  planters  and  apprentices  more  disposed  to  ac(]uiesce  in  their  equitable  decisions  ?— ^The 
number  of  complaints  brought  before  the  special  magistrate  is  certainly  on  the  decrease ; 
but  I  do  not  observe  that  eiuier  master  or  apprentice  is  more  disposed  to  acquiesce  in,  or  less 
nclined  to  murmur  at  decisions  given  against  them,  than  heretofore.    The  award  of  the  ma- 

fistrate  is  much  oftener  required  by  either  party,  in  his  capacity  of  judge,  than  resorted  to 
y  mutual  consent,  as  refinee  or  arbitrator. 

10.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  an  apprenticeship,  or  an  intermediate  state 
between  slavery  and  freedom.  Please  to  be  explicit,  giving  reasons  and  facts.  Also  your 
opinion  as  to  the  length  of  one,  provided  it  should  be  expedient? — ^The  question  here  pro- 
posed, involving,  as  it  does,  the  safest  and  most  advisable  mode  of  efiecting  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States,  is  of  paramount  importance,  I  regret  that  I  can  only  afford  it 
a  few  lines.  I  do  consider  an  apprenticeship,  or  an  intermediate  state  between  slavery  and 
freedom,  not  only  expedient,  but  necessary.  The  striking-off',  at  once,  of  his  strongly  ri vetted 
chains  from  the  slave,  his  sudden  and  complete  escape,  after  a  galling  bondage,  from  all 
restraint,  his  instantaneous  assumption  of  all  the  rights  of  a  free  agent,  after  the  deep  and 
depressing  degradation,  in  which  he  and  his  forefathers  have  been  so  long  plunged,  would 
be  like  the  release  in  a  crowd  of  a  savage  animal,  whose  first  impulse  and  movements,  on 
the  casting  off*  of  his  bonds,  would  be  injurious  to  those  around  nim,  and  perhaps  fatal  to 
himself.  Let  there  then  be  an  intermediate  state,  the  conditions  of  which  shall  g^radually 
relax  from  a  near  resemblance  to  a  state  of  slavery  to  an  approximation  to  perfect  freedom, 
until  it  merge  entirely  in  the  latter.  The  want  of  a  graduated  scale,  on  this  principle,  has 
been  the  dominant  defect  in  the  British  scheme  of  emancipation,  and  will  ^ve  rise,  hereafter, 
to  certain  inconveniences  more  easily  foreseen  than  now  to  be  guarded  against.  I  think 
that  all  slaves  under  eight  years  of  age,  and  above  60 ;  all  women  having  more  than  two 
children  should  be  manumised  at  once.  An  apprenticeship,  or  term  of  conditional  com- 
pulsoiy  labour  should  be  instituted  as  reo;ards  all  others,  for  tne  space  of  five  years.  I  would 
accord  to  the  master  five  whole  days'  labour,  of  nine  hours  each,  for  the  first  year  ;  four  for 
the  second ;  three  for  the  third  ;  two  for  the  fourth ;  and  one  only  for  the  last.  During  this 
progression,  the  apprentice  should  be  secured  in  possession  of  his  house,  grounds,  and  all 
other  allowances  at  present  accorded  to  him.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that,  when  treated 
with  humanity,  he  would  give,  for  an  equitable  remuneration,  the  labour  at  his  own  disposal, 
to  the  person  entitled  by  law  to  the  remaining  portion  of  his  time ;  for  an  inhuman  master, 
it  cannot  be  expected,  nor  indeed  would  it  be  desirable  that  he  should  do  so.  As  he  would, 
then,  up  to  the  period  of  complete  emancipation,  be  accustomed  to  live  on  his  master's  pro- 
perty, and  to  work  for  him  in  his  own  time,  his  continuing  to  remain  there,  when  altogetlier 
^  freeman,  might,  I  think,  be  safely  depended  on. 

The  use  of  the  lash  should  be  abolished  in  toto,  or  restrained  to  such  offences  as  would 
justly  subject  a  freeman  to  the  same  degrading  punishment.  In  the  place  of  the  whip  should 
DC  instituted  a  system  of  continuous  penal  labour,  for  six  days  of  10  hours  each,  during  the 
week,  with  close  confinement  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  The  suitable  and  congruous  punish- 
ment for  the  peculiar  delmquencies  of  an  apprentice,  or  unpaid  labourer,  such  as  improper 
performance  of,  or  refusal  to  labour,  is  clearly  labour  compulsory  and  continuous ;  this,  with 
solitary  confinement  in  aggravated  cases,  would,  I  am  persuaded,  answer  every  end.  The 
exemptions,  privileges,  and  indulgences  claimed  by  nature  for  pregnant  women,  nursing 
mothers,  and  for  the  sick,  the  source  of  much  dispute  and  inconvenience  in  Jamaica,  should 
be  strictly  defined  by  law,  and  scrupulously  observed.  The  advantages  of  a  special  magis- 
tral, unconnected  with  the  question  and  the  country,  like  that  imposed  by  Great  Britain 
on  her  colonies,  could  not  be  obtained,  and  indeed  would  not  be  tolerated  in  the  indepen-* 
dent  provinces  of  the  Union ;  but  I  should  anticipate  little  difficulty  in  finding  a  sufficient 
number  of  enlightened,conscientious  and  impartial  persons,  paid  by  and  responsible  to  Congress 
for  the  proper  performance  of  their  duties,  who  might  safely  be  invested  with  powers  adequate 
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J>*  M  AICA,       to  the  due  administration  of  the  law.     I  think,  if  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  as  a  com* 

"  pensation,  should  be  found  expedient,  that  it  should  be  effected  in  the  way  of  purchase  by 

Government.    In  such  case  the  slave  of  the  individual  would  become  the  apprentice  of  the 

1>ublic,  which  would  be  thus  enabled,  at  least  in  part,  to  reimburse  itself,  by  hiring  out  the 
abourer  at  its  disposal ;  the  former  master  to  have  a  right  to  preference,  where  no  proof  or 
suspicion  of  cruelty  existed  against  him.  The  purchase-money  should  on  no  account  be  paid 
before  the  determmation  of  the  preparatory  period,  and  then  only  for  such  individuals  as 
may  be  at  the  time  in  existence.  The  surplus  resulting  from  the  decrease  by  deaths  to  be 
pai^  at  the  same  capitation  value  to  the  increase  by  births.  A  plan  of  this  nature  would 
secure  the  attention  of  the  master  to  the  wants  and  comforts  of  his  dependents,  and  promote 
at  the  same  time  the  most  essential  interests  of  a  country  of  such  vast  extent  as  that  com- 
prised in  the  United  States,  by  ensuring  the  production  and  healthy  elevation  of  a  numerous 
and  robust  population,  interest  should  be  allowed  on  the  debt,  and  the  amount  of  the  hire 
be  borne  aeainst  the  employer,  as  a  set-off,  at  the  period  of  payment.  The  master  would 
thus  not  only  enjoy  the  advantage  of  the  amount  of  his  claim,  out  also  diat  of  obtaining  Ae 
services  of  his  late  dependent  without  immediate  payment. 

11.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  or  safety  of  givine  religious  instruction  to 
slaves? — I  cannot  disguise  my  amazement  at  a  question,  whicn  would  better  suit  the 
principles  of  a  disciple  of  Pyrrho,  than  those  of  a  member  of  any  Christian  com- 
munity. Will  Mr.  Harvey  suffer  me  to  ask  him  whether  God  be  not  the  God  of  all  aUke; 
of  the  poor,  as  well  as  of  the  rich  ;  of  the  humble,  as  of  the  powerful;  jo(  the  Gentile^  as  ci 
the  Jew ;  of  the  black  man,  as  w^Il  as  of  the  white?  Or  did  the  blessed  Redeemer  of  man-* 
kind  direct  his  Holy  Gospel  to  be  preached,  and  declare  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  thase 
only,  the  hue  of  whose  slcins  happens  to  resemble  that  of  the  American  slave-dealer  ?  I  refer 
Mr.  Harvey  for  a  reply  to  the  Evangelists  passions ;  and,  in  particular,  to  the  Epistle  of 
St.  Paul  to  the  Corintnians,  chapter  10,  verses  11,  12, 13  &  14. 

Qf  the  foregoing  observations  many  are  appUcable  to  the  present  stage,  and  to  the  progrtss, 
of  the  apprenticeship  in  Jamaica ;  and  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  I  feel  it  a  consciaitious  and 
imperious  duty  to  earnestly  recommend  the  immediate  emancipaticm  of  all  women  having 
more  than  two  children,  and  the  abolition  both  of  the  lash  and  of  the  tread-mill.  They  are  as 
real  and  as  essential  modes  of  torture  as  the  thumbscrew  or  the  rack ;  as  it  surely  matters 
little,  when  the  infliction  of  bodily  pain  is  the  end  sought  to  be  obtained,  in  what  form  it  is 
apphed.  That  the  most  humane  ot  the  special  magistrates  have  often  been  under  the  neces- 
sity of  recurring  to  these  descriptions  ot  punishments,  has  been  entirely  owing  to  the  want 
6f  other  equally  efficient  and  less  objectionable  modes  of  penal  correction*  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  continuoij^s  labour  on  estates,  so  often  alluaed  to  and 
recommended  by  myself,  would  combine  necessary  coercion  with  humanity ;  a  mitigaticm  of 
tlie  punishments  awarded  against  the  apprentices  seems  only  simple  equity.  One  of  the 
greatest  defects  of  the  present  law,  and  of  which  the  negro  complains  with  much  justicCi  is 
the  disparity  of  the  amount  of  punishment  that  can  be  inflicted  on  his  master  and  on  himself 
for  corresponding  offences  towards  each  other.  The  apprentice  is  subject  to  receive  50  lashes, 
and  to  be  kept  at  hard  labour  for  tliree  months,  by  sentence  of  the  special  justice,  ^the 
Imperial  Act,  regarding  the  difference  of  station,  awarded  imprisonment  against  the  master 
for  the  space  of  one  month,  or  a  fine  to  the  amount  of  5  /. ;  ana  on  a  repitition  of  the  offence, 
granted  his  freedom  to  the  injured  apprentice ;  but  the  Jamaica  Legislature  chose  to  limit 
the  extreme  punishment  to  a  nne  of  3/.  sterling;  in  default  of  payment  of  which,  and  then 
only,  he  was  rendered  liable  to  common  imprisonment  for  the  space  of  five  days.  It  is  not 
a  matter  of  astonishment  if,  under  these  circumstances,  the  n^ro  cannot  perceive  a  system 
of  equitable  proportion,  and  reciprocal  retribution,  in  the  enactments  of  the  local  legislature. 
I  shall.conclude  this  report,  which  has  grown  to  an  unusual  length,  with  a  few  observations, 
which  are  drawn  from  me  by  the  very  defective  working  of  the  Act  for  the  classification  of 
the  apprentices,  now  in  force.  It  has  proved  totally  inadequate  to  the  attainment  of  the  end 
proposed,  that  of  ensuring  to  the  master,  and  to  a  certain  class  of  the  apprentices,  their 
respective  and  lawful  rights  after  1838  So  far  from  settling  the  question,  it  will  only  serve 
to  throw  new  impediments  in  the  way  jf  right  and  justice,  to  raise  fresh  doubts,  and  to 
i^reate  such  a  maze  of  confusion  as  can  only  be  cleared  up  or  dissipated  by  further  legislative 
enactment.     Its  chief  defects  are : 

1.  It  enacts  that  the  Usts  sent  in,  in  the  first  instance,  shall  be  of  those  who  have  been 
already  classed  as  non-praedials ;  that  is,  the  very  lists  prepared  by  the  master  himself, 
and  delivered  by  him  ^o  the  Commissioners  of  Planting  Valuators  appointed  in  1834; 
without  the  concurrence,  or  even  the  knowledge,  of  the  apprentice,  whose  freedom  is  im)w 
stake. 

2.  There  is  no  penalty  whatever  to  compel  a  due  obedience  to  the  law  on  the  part  of  the 
planter;  he  may  or  he  may  not  comply  with  its  provisions  as  he  thinks  proper.  In  many 
Instances  the  masters  have  availed  themselves  of  this  omission,  and  have  neither  sent  in  the' 
lists  required,  nor  appointed  referees  or  arbitrators  as  directed  by  law.  In  such  cases  the 
apprentice  has  no  remedy,  and  thousands  may,  under  this  statute,  be  defrauded  of  their 
freedom,  and  be  illegally  detained  in  bondage  until  1840. 

3.  Many  of  the  apprentices  are  hired  out  as  domestics  to  persons  residing  in  parts  of  the 
island,  so  distant  fi-om  the  property  to  which  they  are  attached,  that  they  cannot  possibly 
present  themselves,  according  to  law,  before  the  special  magistrate  on  his  visit  to  the  estate, 
to  advance  their  claim. 

4.  There  is  no  security  against  the  master  compelling  the  apprentice  to  leave  the 
property,  and  be  out  of  the  way  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  visit  ot  the  special  justice. 

6.  The  constables  may  also  forget,  or  omit,  to  give  due  notice  to  their  fellow  apprentices  of 
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(he  day  which  the  magistrate  has  fixed  for  investigating  into  their  claims ;  this  I  know  to  have         JAMAICA, 
occurred  in  several  instances.    The  constables  may  be  even  deterred  or  induced  by  their  . 

employers  to  withhold  the  necessary  information. 

6.  The  five  prior  remarks  distinctly  show  that  the  Act  is  at  once  inefficient  and  defective, 
and  that  it  is  so  worded  as  to  afford  no  protection  or  security  to  the  non-praBdial  apprentice, 
whom  an  unconscientious  or  unscrupulous  master  may  be  disposed  to  defraud  of  bis  lawful 
rights ;  of  which,  when  once  deprived,  then  to  sign  and  seal  the  actual  wrong  done  him ;  to 
preclude  him  firom  every  chance  of  redress ;  to  extinguish  even  hope,  the  last  consolation  of 
the  oppressed  ;  the  doors  of  the  courts  of  justice  are  barred  against  him,  by  clause  the  8th, 
which  enacts,  I  quote  verbatim,  that  "  A  copy  of  such  hst  or  certificate,  so  signed,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  conclusive  eviaence  of  the  class  to  which  all  and  every  the 
persons  whose  names  are  therein  contained  shall  belong;  and  also  conclusive  evidence 
against  the  claims  of  any  apprentice  on  any  plantation,  pen,  or  other  settlement,  claiming 
to  be  a  non-praedial,  whose  name  shall  not  appear  on  such  list." 

I  have,  &c. 

Capt.  S.  R.  Warren,  (signed)        Edward  Dacres  Baynes. 

&c.     &c.     &c. 


(No.  39.) 
Sir,  Licidas  District,  1  July  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  satisfaction  to  report  the  state  of  this  district  as  being  quiet  and  laboriousk 
The  majority  of  offences  consist  of  petty  thefts  and  absence,  perpetrated  by  the  refuse  of  the 
estates*  apprentices,  who,  having  persisted  in  misdemeanors  under  a  severer  mode  of  govern- 
ment, cannot  now  be  expected  to  amend. 

The  condition  of  mothers  with  increasing  families  will  not  bear  any  comparison,  on  the 
score  of  comfort,  with  the  same  class  under  the  old  system ;  the  nursing  generally  afforded 
is  insufficient,  and  the  least  portion  of  the  master's  time  taken  by  them  for  the  purpose  is 
looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  if  not  made  a  subject  of  complaint  to  the  magistrate.  Before 
the  end  of  the  apprenticeship  the  condition  of  many  will  be  deplorable,  from  a  still  further 
probable  increase. 

Whether  the  mothers  will  be  induced  by  rigorous  measures  to  encourage  their  children 
to  work  for  hire,  it  is  needless  to  inquire ;  yet  upon  their  feelings  depends  the  success  of  the 
system,  as  &r  as  the  fiiture  habits  of  the  rising  generation  are  concerned.  The  love  of 
offspring  is  generally  a  strong  feature  of  the  negro  character;  and  that  their  free  children 
have  not  hitnerto  worked  for  wages,  all  overtures  to  that  effect  having  been  disregarded, 
only  shows  the  judicious  discrimination  of  maternal  care,  which  deprecates  the  former  svstem 
of  children  at  the  tender  age  of  seven  or  nine  years  engaging  in  severe  field- labour,  before 
their  physical  capabilities  were  properly  developed. 

To  that  system  is  to  beattributed  the  decreasing  population  formerly  complained  of,  and  the 
Hving  witnesses  existing  on  every  plantation,  of  people,  adults  in  age,  exhibitmg  the  appearance 
of  mere  children.  Total  exemption  fi'om  labour  (except  in  the  cultivation  of  provisions  and 
domestic  matters)  of  all  free  cnildren  to  the  age  of  16,  would  ensure  a  healthy  and  athletic 
race  of  labourers.  Their  education  and  iiioral  instruction,  in  the  meantime,  demands  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  better  energies  of  the  planter;  and  however  unwilling 
the  parents  may  be  to  expose  their  children  to  hard  labour  at  a  tender  age,  a  moat  laudable 
wish  exists  to  have  them  properly  instructed.  1  assume  this  fact  as  a  proof  of  the  advance 
of  civilization  among  the  apprentices,  and  as  giving  a  well-grounded  hope  for  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  country.  Even  had  they  resisted  all  measures  likely  to  benefit  themselves 
or  their  offspring,  it  should  excite  no  surprise,  emanating  firom  a  people  who  a  few  years  ago 
were  kept  in  systematic  ignorance  of  every  moral  and  religious  tie,  and,  excepting  in  the 
severe  duties  oi  obedience  and  labour,  were  wholly  uninstructed.  Although  great  improve- 
ments have  already  been  effected,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  fully  understand  the 
advantages  and  duties  of  a  denizen ;  and  I  assume  (from  the  difficulty  of  imbibing  new 
ideas  after  a  certain  period  of  life)  that  the  greater  part  of  the  middle-aged  popiJation  never 
vrill  (the  apprenticesnip  being  only  mitigated  slavery,  in  no  manner  conduces  to  that  desir- 
able end) ;  it  is  therefore  to  the  younger  part  of  the  apprentices  and  the  firee  children  we  must 
look  to  for  the  completion  of  the  great  oenefits  derivable  from  a  state  of  fireedom :  a  change 
from  degraded  slaves  and  forced  cultivators  to  cheerful  and  intelligent  free  labourers. 

If  the  mothers  of  free  children  were  to  hire  their  progeny  for  money  to  the  planters,  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  considered  as  a  proof  of  industiy  and  good  will.  I  contend  that  (for 
reasons  adduced  before)  their  time  would  be  better  employed  in  learning  those  truths  and 
dutiefs  which  are  essential  to  their  happiness,  as  ignoi*ance  and  indolence  virill  ever  be  found 
inseparable  companions. 

It  this  well-known  truth  is  not  attended  to,  and  the  children  are  suffered  to  ^ow  to  man-^ 
hood  uninstructed  (in  itself  the  fi-uitful  source  of  crime),  when  all  the  evils  which  will  arise 
from  the  neglect  of  education  are  felt,  and  doubly  felt  when  the  severe  discipline  of  the 
system  is  removed,  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  the  parents ;  but  great  will  be  the  responsi- 
bility of  those  who  allowed  the  larger  portion  of  the  community  to  remain  in  ignorance ;  and 
those  who  neglected  to  provide  for  the  storm,  are  assuredly  in  danger  of  reaping  the  whirl- 
wind. 

These  remarks,  I  trust,  will  not  be  considered  either  harsh  or  uncalled  for  when  I  mention, 
that  out  of  a  large  population  only  11  firee  children  of  apprentices  are  receiving  the  advan- 
tages  of  education  m  this  district. 

I  am,  &c. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor.  (signed)        S.  R.  Ricketts,  Special  Justice. 

154.  Q  Q  2  r^         1 
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(No.  40.) 

Since  my  last  report  the  apprentices  generally  have  been  behaving  well,  and  a  good 
feeling  appears  to  exist  between  diem  and  their  employers.  They  are  working  willinghr 
the  working  hours  being  nine,  allowing  three  hours  of  relaxation  in  the  day,  T^k-work  » 
generally  resorted  to,  and  in  many  places  they  are  working  in  their  own  time  for  wages  at 
the  rate  of2s.  6d.io9s.  4d.  per  day.  They  get  their  usual  indulgences.  The  fi^  chil- 
dren  are  supported  by  their  parents,  who  will  not  allow  them  to  work.  Six  have  purchased 
their  d^charge  since  the  last  report.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  crop  are  generallv 
favourable,  and  the  cultivation  forward.    The  seasons  have  been  remarkably  iavouraMe. 

(signed)        John  R.  Hulme,  Special  Justice. 


^     (No.  41.) 

Sir,  Lucea,  26  July  1857, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  conduct  of  the  10,000  apprentices  under  my 
jurisdiction  has  lately  been  exceedingly  exemplary.  The  crop  is  now  nnished  throughout 
this  district.  The  returns  I  have  requested  are  not  yet  made  to  me,  but  I  am  aware 
that  an  increase  of  about  600  hogsheads  has  taken  place  on  the  previous  year.  The 
cessation  of  the  severe  and  complicated  work  of  the  sugar  estates  during  crop  time  may  in 
some  measure  account  for  the  tranquil  and  orderly  conduct  of  the  apprentices  at  this  time; 
but  the  fact  of  my  having  at  tms  period  of  the  month  of  July  only  had  occasion  to 
punish  in  this  district,  the  most  extensive  in  the  island,  in  eight  cases^  andf  some  of  these  not 
deserving  the  name  of  punishments,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  existence  of  the 
mutual  good  feeling  that  in  general  subsists  between  the  managers  and  the  apprentices. 
I  shall  not  disguise  that  I  claim  to  have  in  some  measure  been  instrumental  in  assisting  in 
promoting  this  feeling ;  for  while  I  have  held  the  commission  1  have  studiously  endeavoured 
to  impress  upon  those  individuals  within  my  jurisdiction  that  I  have  imposed  upon  me  a 
higher  duty  (that  of  cultivating  this  feeling  and  preserving  tranquillity)  than  merely  to 
afibrd  ^tuitous  opportunities  of  liti^tion,  producing  in  many  instances  no  other  effect  than 
the  excitement  of  tne  bad  passions  of  both  master  and  servant. 

I  now  find  a  general  desure  among  the  apprentices  to  work  by  task ;  but  the  bargains  are 
usually  made  vnthout  my  interference  or  cognizance.  At  all  times,  while  not  workmg  task, 
(except  on  two  or  three  estates  during  crop  time,  whereon  the  people  work  eight  hours  per 
day,  five  days  a  week,)  the  hours  of  labour  are  nine  hours  per  day,  four  days,  and  four-and- 
a-half  hours  on  the  6th  day  of  the  week.  The  apprentices  are  eager  to  work  for  wages. 
I  find,  in  some  instances,  that  they  have  been  neglecting  the  cultivation  of  their  ground  pro- 
visions, by  employing  their  labour  and  time  in  raising  ginger,  coffee,  arrow-root,  &c.  forsal^; 
and  also  by  workmg  for  hire ;  the  rate  of  wages  averaging,  for  an  able-bodied  negro,  2s.  ster- 
Kng^per  day. 

With  the  exception  of  a  general  desire  among  the  managers  to  exact  labour  firom  wom^ 
who  were  indulged  by  being  exempted  firom  work  previous  to  the  enactment  of  the  present 
law,  and  except  the  stoppage  of  the  rations  formerly  given  to  the  young  children  now  tree,  I 
find  that  the  managers  allow  all  the  other  allowances  and  indulgences  which  were  customary 
in  the  time  of  slavery. 

What  the  condition  of  the  firee  children  is  I  have  very  little  means  of  knowing ;  they  appear 
to  be  generally  well  clothed ;  but  1  have  learned  that  considerable  mortality  has  occurred 
amongst  them,  occasioned  by  ignorance  or  neglect.  I  have  never  acted  on  the  13th  clause 
of  the  Imperial  Act,  or  the  18th  of  the  Local  Act,  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery ;  and  diould 
a  case  come  before  me,  I  would  not  then  be  inclined  to  do  so,  except  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, on  my  own  responsibility.  Although  I  am  free  to  confess,  and  I  ao  so  advisedly, 
that  an  apprenticeship,  combining  facilities,  or  imposing  the  condition  of  a  provision  of  reii^ 
ous,  moral,  mental,  and  physical  education,  was  better  adapted  and  more  necessary  for  seeiu^ 
ing  a  capacity  on  their  part  of  enjoying  a  positive  state  of  political  and  social  fr^om,  and 
for  inculcating  habits  of  industry,  than  any  apprentice  for  their  parents. 

I  hope  it  may  not  be  considered  impertinent  to  this  report  to  nazard  the  opinion,  that  the 
apprenticeship  of  the  adult  population  might  safely,  and  with  advantage,  be  dispensed  with 
immediately.  I  know,  within  my  own  luiowledge,  the  parish  I  am  now  stationed  in,  and 
fi*om  personal  observation  of  the  habits  and  character  of  the  people,  I  have  formed  this  opi- 
nion. I  am  acquainted  with  the  pastoral  districts  of  St.  Ann's,  tne  parishes  of  Vere,  Claren- 
don, and  the  coffee  mountains  ot  Manchester ;  in  addition  to  this,  therefore,  this  opinion  is 
grounded  on  some  acquaintanceship  with  the  people.  It  is  uimecessary  that  I  should  offer 
many  reasons  for  holoing  this  opimon ;  it  may  be  sufficient  to  state,  that  the  exceptions  are 
exceedingly  few  where  1  have  not  found  that  the  apprentices  are  widiin  the  pastoral  chaige 
and  under  the  moral  control  of  Christian  clergymen  of  some  one  denomination  or  other. 
Moreover,  they  have  been  accustomed  all  their  lives  to  labour ;  and  they  are  already  so  far 
advanced  in  civilization,  that  they  will  gladly  labour  for  its  luxuries.  I  never  saw  any  signs 
of  laziness  among  the  negroes  where  there  was  any  incitement  to  industry. 

I  find  no  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  discharge  fix>m  theapprenr 
ticeship.    The  releases  from  the  apprenticeship  that  occur  are  usually  either  purchases  made  of 
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the  apprenticeship  of  females  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  concubinage  by  third  parties ;  or  they       JAMAICA, 
arise  nrom  (in  some  instances)  a  quarrel  between  the  apprentice  and  the  manager;  but  cases  ■ 

aiso  happen,  and  to  some  extent,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  transfemng  their  labour  to  other 
individuals,  to  whom  they  secure  their  services  by  entering  into  articles.  I  cannot  correctly 
ascertain  how  many  discharges  from  apprenticeship  have  been  effected  during  the  quarter 
ending  1st  July  last.  Cases  occur  where  the  money  passes  without  my  knowledge,  and  the 
discharge  is  made  without  my  signature.  The  number  of  valuations  was  19,  and  probably 
one  half  of  these  have  paid  the  money. 

In  this  district,  I  understand  that  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  never  presented  a  more 
promising  appearance.  The  seasons  coidd  not  have  been  more  favourable ;  and  since  the 
passing  of  the  Abolition  Law,  the  general  state  of  the  cultivation  has  never  befen  so  good,  nor 
has  the  estates'  work  been  so  far  advanced  at  a  like  period  of  the  year. 

I  beg  here  to  state  that,  nine  months  ago,  when  I  arrived  in  this  district,  I  found  that 
opinion  abroad,  amongst  the  overseers  and  other  managers,  that  they  have  left  in  their  hands 
a  power  to  punish  delinquents  by  locking  them  up  24  hours,  provided  it  is  aftmrards  reported 
to  the  special  magistrate.  I  have  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  by  making  them  under- 
stand that  the  power  is  in  the  hands  of  Ae  constable  as  a  restraining  power  in  cases  of  a  breach 
of  the  peace,  or  insubordination  calculated  to  produce  a  breach  ot  the  peace,  or  cause  the 
law  to  be  violated,  or  for  securing  a  runaway ;  Dut  that  no  legal  power  of  punishment  is  in 
the  hands  of  either  master  or  constable. 

I  have,  &c. 

S.  R.  Warren,  Esq.,  Gov.  Sec.  Hall  Pringle, 

kc.    &c.    &c.  Special  Justice  of  the  Peace* 


(No.  42.) 

REPO^RT. 

St  Elizabeth's,  July  1837. 
The  most  material  circumstance  in  the  history  of  this  part  of  the  island  during  the  last 
quarter,  and  one  therefoi*e  which  naturally  calls  for  remark,  has  been  the  prevsuence  of  a 
suspicion  that  the  Negroes  of  this  and  one  or  two  of  the  neighbouring  parishes  were 
meditating  schemes  of  insurrection  aud  violence.  Nothing  of  this  kind  (as  it  appeared), 
being  too  absurd  and  improbable  to  obtain  credit ;  where  a  disposition  existed  to  forbode 
evil,  tales  of  alarm  were  circulated  in  abundance.  The  apprentice,  never  more  peaceably 
disposed,  saw  himself  the  object  of  a  rising  distrust,  which  ne  could  not  comprehend,  and 
was  made  to  hear  language  and  to  see  preparations  which  might  rather  have  suggested  to 
him  offensive  than  defensive  warfSure. 

The  intimate  knowledge  I  have  of  the  apprentices  of  my  district,  and  I  may  perhaps  say 
the  confidence  I  have  acquired  among  them,  enabled  me  from  the  first  to  discredit  the  whole 
of  these  most  calumnious  rumours,  and  to  report  to  his  Excellency,  firom  time  to  time,  the 
abundant  evidence  that  could  be  adduced  of  tneir  utter  groundlessness. 

I  need  not  add  that  the  result  has  confirmed  these  opinions ;  but  it  is  but  doing  ordinary 
justice  to  the  apprentices  generally  in  this  part  of  the  suspected  district  to  state,  that  though 
they  were  hurt  at  the  surmises  that  prevailed,  and  felt  as  men  conscious  of  the  innocence  of 
their  intentions,  I  have  never  witnessed  the  least  exasperation  of  feeling,  nor  heard  a  single 
expression  of  resentment. 

That  which  the  occasion  too  readily  called  forth  in  some  of  those  who  have  authority  over 
them  has,  I  hope,  entirely  subsided.  I  venture  to  predict,  that,  in  whatever  motives  those 
reports  originated,  the  failure  has  been  too  signal  to  encourage  any  similar  attempt.  In  no 
part  of  the  world,  probably,  is  there  less  reason  to  apprehend  a  disturbance  of  the  public 
peace  than  in  this  colony. 

I  forbear  to  touch  on  all  the  heads  prescribed  for  these  quarterly  reports,  as  it  would  lead 
to  repetition. 

Of  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  people  under  the  present  system,  no  doubt  can  exist. 
I  know  no  intelligent  person,  with  opportunities  of  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  subject  and 
who  has  been  long  enough  in  the  island  to  compare  one  period  with  another,  who  makes  it 
even  a  question. 

I  speak,  however,  of  my  own  district  and  neighbourhood,  where  religious  instruction,  the 
great  means  of  civiliiation  and  moral  improvement,  has  been  considerably  encouraged. 
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JAMAICA.  This  ptrisb,  in  common,  I  believe,  with  most  parts  of  the  island,  is  suffering  from  shcHlness 

■  ■  of  jwovisiops^  arising  from  the  long  period  of  dry  weather  soon  after  the  planting  time.  Some 
allege  that  it  is  owmg  entirely  to  another  cause ;  tlie  neglect  of  cultivation.  When  I  find 
however,  that  managers  themselves,  who  have  the  choice  of  land  on  the  property  for  a  pit)^ 
vision  ground,  and  the  command  of  any  number  of  the  people  to  plant  and  clean  it,  are  no 
better  suppUed  than  their  people,  the  natural  conclusion  seems  to  oe  that  it  is  owing' to  some 
commo  cause  J  the  improvidence  and  neglect  has  at  least  been  mutual,  if  n^lectit  be. 
But  I  have,  in  several  instances,  caused  the  apprentice^ounds  to  be  inspected,  in  order  to 
be  under  no  doubt  on  so  important  a  subject ;  and  I  am  assured  that  they  are  still  carefiiDy 
cultivated,  and  that  provisions  will  ere  long  be  again  abundant 

During  the  last  quarter,  twelve  persons  have  purchased  theu*  release  from  the  i^pmntice- 
^hip ;  eight  of  them  have,  I  find,  entered  the  service  of  other  masters  for  the  apprentice- 
term,  having  been  assisted,  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  the  money  required ;  induced  either  by 
some  discontent  with  the  place  they  have  left,  or  a  desire  to  join  some  connexion  at  that  to 
which  they  have  gone,  to  make  the  change  of  service. 

(signed)        John  Datightrey,  S.  M. 


(No.  43.) 

Sir,  Barton  Isles,  2  July  1837. 

In  my  present  quarterly  report  I  must  remark,  that,  during  the  first  two  monllis  of  this 

Suarter,  tne  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  was  not  good ;  there  appeared  a  kind  of 
oggedness ;  the  last  month,  however,  has  been  an  improving  one. 

The  feeling  between  the  apprentices  and  their  employers  remains  much  as  usual ;  the 
former  never  do  anything  gratmtously. 

I  have  still  complaints  that  sufficient  work  is  not  done,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  half 
what  it  should  be ;  I  consider  that  task-work  would  prevent  this  in  some  measure. 

Nine  hours  per  day  are  the  usual  working  hours  in  my  district,  allowing  the  three  hours 
for  meals. 

Task-work  is  generally  resorted  to  by  mutual  consent  in  digging  of  cane-holes,  yflmh  has 
always  been  the  case;  it  is  also  partidly  commencing  in  other  sorts  of  labour;  the  reason 
why  it  ia  not  more  general  seems  to  be  from  the  variety  of  character  in  a  gang,  as  s(»ne  are 
industrious,  some  i(Se,  some  disorderly,  and  some  quie^  &c. 

It  is  not  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  for  money  wages  in  their  own  time,  except  in 
crop  time,  and  that  is  only  about  the  works  in  the  manufacture  of  produce,  but  never  in  the 
field ;  at  which  time,  the  usual  rate  of  pay  is  IdL  per  hour  for  their  extra  time.  They  have 
been  oflFered  as  much  as  2«.  Irf.  for  field  work,  and  more  sometimes;  but  in  very  few 
instances  has  it  been  accepted,  and  then  only  for  a  day. 

In  my  district,  about  half  the  properties  have  withheld  herrings,  which  formerly  were  given 
monthly,  also  Christmas  allowances ;  but  these  are  offered  in  payment  of  any  extra  labour 
which  may  be  performed ;  in  most  cases  where  herrings  are  allowed,  it  is  as  a  payment  tbt 
watching,  and  in  my  district  the  apprentices  are  allowed  to  run  a  great  deal  of  stock,  which 
also  is  a  consideration  for  watching. 

The  condition  of  the  free  children  in  my  district  is  very  bad  indeed ;  they  are  getting  more 
wQd  and  more  idle  every  day  (there  are  a  few  exceptions) ;  they  are  supported  on  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  prq)rietors  of  their  parents,  for  wnich  such  proprietors  reap  not  the  least 
advantage  from  any  little  labour  they  could  do ;  and  their  parents  have  been  oflPered  support 
and  education  for  them,  in  consideration  of  what  little  services  they  could  perform,  as  also 

»ay,  but  field-work  has  been  invariably  rejected,  with  their  usual  expression,  ^  Who  ever 

lear  of  free  work  a  field  ?  " 


I 


There  still  exists  the  same  want  of  facility  to  places  of  religious  worship  or  instruction,  on 
account  of  distance;  some  chapels  and  schools  are,  however,  buildings  though  slowly. 

The  desire  among  the  apprentices  of  purchasing  their  discharge  amounts  to  the  average  of 
five  per  month  in  my  distnct,  comprismg  the  number  of  6,600.  Thirteen  have  purclwsed 
themselves  since  my  last  quarterly  report 

Those  who  purchase  themselves  never  resort  to  field  labour  again  for  cl  livelihood  / 
those  who  are  tradesmen  do  a  little  in  their  respective  ways ;  domestics  generally  live  ip 
idleness. 

This 
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This  has  not  been  a  good  crop  year;  half  of  the  estates  have  Men  off,  and  half  have  JAMAICA, 
improved,  and  the  prospects  for  the  ensumg  crops  are  m  general  very  promising ;  the  seasons  — — — 
for  the  most  part  have  been  favourable  up  to  the  present  time. 

I  have,  &c. 

C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.  (signed)        W.  A.  BeU,  S.  M. 

Gov.  Sec.,  &c. 


(No.  44.) 

Success  House,  30  June  1887. 
The  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  my  district  is  tolerably  good,  and  the  feeling  manifested 
between  them  and  their  employers  in  general  is  satisfactory.  They  perform  their  work 
willingly.  Their  hours  for  work  are  from  six  o'clock  in  the  mornmguntil  four  in  the 
evening ;  they  are  allowed  one  hour  for  breakfast,  and  two  for  dinner.  The  apprentices  are 
often  employed  with  task-work,  and  are  paid  10  d.  currency  for  their  breakfast  and  two  bitts 
for  their  dinner-time.  No  indulgences  are  withheld  from  them  that  they  used  to  enjoy 
during  slavery.  The  free  children  are  supported  by  their  parents,  and  theu-  appearance  is 
healthy  :  their  attendance  at  church  and  school  is  regular,  and  the  facilities  aftbrded  them 
for  instruction  and  religious  duties  very  good.  The  apprentices'  wish  to  purchase  their 
discharge  appears  daily  to  increase. 

No  discharges  have  been  effected  within  the  present  month.  If  they  are  mechanics,  they 
follow  their  trade;  if  not,  tibey  usually  hire  themselves  to  gentlemen  as  servants.  The 
prospects  of  the  ensuing  crops  are  more  favourable  than  last  season. 

(signed)        Thomas  Matthews, 

Special  Justice,  St  Elizabeth. 


(No.  45.) 

Santa  Cruz  District,  St  Elizabeth,  Jamaica, 
Sir,  4  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  for  the  consideration  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  the  following  general  quarterly  report  upon  the  state  of  my  district,  made  up  to 
theSOth  June  last: 

The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices,  since  my  last  report,  has  been  of  a  nature  satis- 
factory to  all  parties,  behaving  with  decency  and  propriety,  labouring  with  cheerfulness,  and 
performing  a  proportion  of  work  considered  sufficient  ()ffences  and,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, complaints  have  been  rather  on  the  decUne ;  a  few  instances  of  absences  and  neglects 
of  duty,  and  a  case  or  two  for  short  labour,  and  of  plimdering  from  provision  grounds,  have 
formed  the  prevailing  features  of  the  offences  and  complaints  that  have  been  committed  and 
preferred.  In  a  district  containing  so  many  of  the  labouring  class,  idle  and  indolent  cha- 
racters will  be  found,  and  these  offences  must  needs  come ;  but  the  body  of  the  people  are 
giving  perfect  satisfaction,  and  it  would  be  a  prejudiced  mind  who  would  refuse  them  this 
their  due  meed  of  praise. 

The  good  feeling  and  friendly  understanding,  which  it  has  afforded  me  such  pleasure  on 
previous  occasions  to  afford  my  testimony  to  and  approval  of,  still  reign  predominant  in  the 
district ;  and  in  any  case  where  the  stiream  thereof  might  happen  to  be  obstructed,  it  could 
only  be  attributed  to  the  attempt  at  exercising  by  the  employer  something  of  the  despotic 
sway  of  olden  times,  including  a  harshness  of  tone  and  manner,  and  ungraciousness,  which 
the  emancipated  bondsman  or  woman  cannot  be  expected  to  endure  as  the  afinghted  and  trem- 
bling slave  would  and  must  have  done.  The  labouring  populations,  after  a  three-years'  enfran- 
chisement from  thraldom,  know  too  well  their  rignts  and  liberties ;  they  feel  themselves 
raised  and  elevated  in  the  scale  of  existence ;  and  what  would  once  be  accounted  heinous 
offences,  and  punished  with  severity,  can  and  should  now  only  be  considered  as  a  respectful 
assertion  of  their  rights.  Thus  a  kind  action,  an  approving  look,  good  words,  and  con- 
ciliating deportment,  which  are  all  quite  consistent  with  one's  self-esteem  and  respect, 
will  induce  an  apprentice  to  do,  with  willingness  and  alacrity,  many  things  which  he  or 
she  could  not  be  compelled  to  perform  now,  whatever,  under  a  less  happier  constitution, 
might  have  been  the  case.  The  black  man,  like  his  brother  the  white  man,  may  be  led 
but  not  driven  to  do  that  which  is  optional ;  the  one  is  Ukely  to  be  acted  and  prevailed 
upon  and  influenced  by  the  little  many  civilities  and  courtesies  of  life  as  the  other.  A  good 
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JAMAICA.       and  firet-rate  manager  of  the  old  school,  unless  he  changes  his  sentiments  and  conduct  t 

— — —       meet  the  change  of  the  times,  would  be  the  worst  of  managers  at  the  present  day     Let  tlT 

hue  and  cry,  therefore,  be  ever  so  great  against  the  blacks,  I  maintain  that,  m^ne  them 

smular  advantages,  they  are  capable,  morally  and  religiously  speaking,  to  compete  mihihZ 

at  present  boasting  superiors.  o  r  uieir 

Nme  hours  a  day  are  worked  in  my  district,  and  one  hour  relaxation  taken  by  the  appren- 
tices,  labour  commencing  in  the  long  days  of  the  year  at  six  o'clock  and  ceasing  at  fcnr 
o'clock ;  during  the  short  days,  labour  is  begun  and  concluded  half  an  hour  later.  I  have 
just  added  to  my  Ust  of  properties  to  be  visited,  a  property  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mason,  named 
Southampton.  Mr.  Mason  on  all  his  properties  has  persevered,  as  I  am  informed,  in  working 
only  eight  hours  a  day;  thus,  in  my  opinion,  rendenng  perfectly  unavaiUng  to  the  appren- 
tices  the  additional  time  weekly  of  four  and  a  half  hours  allowed  by  law  for  the  purpi^e  of 
asaistinff  them  in  the  cultivation  of  their  provision  grounds.  The  eight-hours'  system  never 
had  and  never  will  have  my  sanction. 

Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  my  district,  but  all  parties,  masters  and  appren- 
tices, appear  to  be  anxious  that  it  should  be.  The  scale  of  labour  alluded  to  in  my  last 
general  report  has  been  just  submitted  to  the  test  of  practice  and  the  approval  of  expenence, 
and  happy  shall  I  be  if  a  workable  system  in  all  respects  will  be  the  result  of  the  experiment. 
Should  such  be  the  case,  I  anticipate  that  there  vnU  be  veiy  few,  if  any,  complaints  for  insuf- 
ficiency of  labour.  The  apprentice,  knowing  that  the  speciiic  quantum  of  work  is  fixed,  and 
that  consequently  he  cannot  be  made  to  perform  greater,  will  willingly  accompUsh  the  task, 
and  the  employer,  having  given  his  sanction  to  his  scale,  must  be  satisfied  therewith. 

It  is  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own  time  for  money  wages ;  when  they  woii 
at  day  labour  2  «.  6  rf.  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages  for  agriculturalists ;  but  when  tradesmen 
hire  themselves  out,  or  when  labour  is  undertaken  by  me  job,  the  terms  are  arranged  by 
mutual  agreement.  The  wages  are  paid  in  money,  as  far  as  my  information  extends,  i 
know  not  of  their  being  paid  otherwise  than  in  money.  Unless  by  specific  arrangement,  the 
people  would  not  labour  but  for  money. 

As  to  the  indulgences  usually  allowed  during  slavery,  my  observations  and  remarks  hereon 
must  be  the  same  as  those  heretofore  submitted ;  they  are  most  usually  given ;  but,  as  they 
are  only  indulgences,  they  are  liable  at  any  moment  and  upon  any  occasion  to  be  wholly  or 
partially  withheld,  and  either  temporarily  or  permanently.  Upon  the  whole,  I  beUeve  they 
are  allowed,  and  if  at  any  time  vnthheld,  not  for  any  very  considerable  length  of  time.  In 
some  cases,  among  the  poor  small  settlers,  by  agreement,  the  master  gives  the  apprentice 
time  in  lieu  of  clothing,  medical  attendance,  or  for  Christmas  presents.  I  have  given  my 
official  sanction  to  one  or  two  agreements  of  the  first  description,  but  not  to  the  others,  as 
I  have  not  been  applied  to;  but,m  fixing  the  number  of  days  to  be  given  in  lieu  of  clothing, 
I  calculate  what  the  articles  required  would  cost  at  a  store,  and  what,  in  feet,  the  owner 
would  have  to  pay,  and  then  value  each  day  at  the  minimum  price  of  labour,  say  1  *.  ScL, 
and  allow  as  many  days  as  may  be  necessary ;  the  number  of  days  thus  given  of  the 
owner,  to  be  actually  available  to  the  apprentice,  not  to  be  affected  by  sickness  or  other 
accidents. 

No  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  condition  of  the  fi-ee  children  since  my  last 
report;  they  are  still  in  the  same  miserably  neglected  state  as  there  described.  They  are 
being  brought  up  in  ignorance  and  idleness,  and,  as  a  concomitant,  in  vice.  They  must  be 
compelled  to  receive  instruction,  and  honestly  to  obtain  a  Uvelihood,  or  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  look  for  those  benefits  which  would  follow  the  course  suggested. 

The  district  is  still  in  want  of  greater  facilities  for  education  and  religious  instruction. 
A  church  is  to  be  erected  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains ;  the  site  has  been  fixed  upon,  but 
it  will  be  some  considerable  time  ere  the  building  be  finished.  A  chapel  on  the  Plains  is  in 
progress,  but  the  funds  are  rather  scanty.  The  rev.  gentleman  who  performs  Divine  service 
at  present  in  a  temporary  building,  is  zealously  engaged  in  getting  the  finee  settlers  and 
apprentices  in  the  neighbourhood  to  assist  the  undertiudng,  by  giving  their  personal  labour 
where  they  cannot  afford  to  give  money.  The  attendance  6f  the  apprentices  at  Divine 
service  is  very  considerably  more  than  the  acconunodation.  In  the  mountains  the  clergy- 
man is  obliged  to  go  about  on  Sundays  alternately  to  several  of  the  central  properties,  and 
at  one  place,  for  want  of  room,  he  is  obliged  to  have  the  service  under  a  large  mango 
tree,  where  numbers  of  the  apprentices  attend.  After  the  performance  of  Divine  service, 
the  clergymen  employ  a  considerable  portion  of  time  in  catechising  and  affording  reli- 
gious instruction  to  such  as  are  inclined.  The  **  Great  House'*  on  Berlin  plantation  in 
these  mountains  has  lately  been  given,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  school  held  there  at 
stated  times,  but  the  attendance  at  the  school  is  not  equal  to  tne  accommodation ;  and 
although  a  good  many  children  attend  at  this  school,  and  4U  the  school  at  the  Moravian 
Chapel,  superintended  by  tiie  Rev,  Mr.  Haman,  yet  the  greatest  number  of  children  in  die 
distnct  do  not  attend  either  moral  or  religious  instruction. 

There  is  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  get  released  firom  the  unexpired  term 
of  their  apprenticeship ;  but  of  late  the  magistrates  have  appraised  their  services  so  high, 
that,  dunng  the  past  quarter  of  the  year,  only  10  have  effected  their  discharge  by  the 
payment  of  the  value  awarded.    Many  have  been  valued  who  have  been  unable  to  raise  the 

amount; 
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ainounty  and  have  continued  in  servitudie;  in  other  cases  I  have  objected  to  the  amounts        JAMAICA, 
awarded,  as  being  excessive,  and  dismissed  the  case  without  coming  to  a  decision.    These  . 

very  high  valuations  tend  to  defeat  the  intentions  of  the  law  in  favour  of  the  apprentice. 
The  greater  part  of  those  who  have  obtained  their  discharge  this  quarter  have  hired  them- 
selves out ;  some  have  left  the  district,  and  others  have  remained  with  their  husbands 
or  wives,  and  attend  to  household  concerns,  and  labouring  in  the  grounds  of  their 
connexions. 

The  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crops  of  coflfee  is  good.  There  has  lately  been  very  fine  rains, 
Mid  an  abundant  supply  of  fruit  are  on  the  ttees,  and,  if  the  seasonable  weather  continues, 
there  is  every  appearance  of  large  crops  being  made.  But  coffee  is  a  delicate  article  to  rear  ; 
it  requires  favourable  situations  and  regular  and  mild  seasons,  then  it  does  well ;  but  this  dis- 
trict being  so  constantly  and  certainly  subjected  to  the  influence  of  severe  drought,  that  the 
finest  appearances  cannot  be  relied  on  with  a  certainty  of  success.  The  cultivation  is  well 
attended  to ;  the  coffee-fields  present  a  pleasing  appearance,  and  cultivation  generally  appears 
to  be  well  kept  up. 

Much  distress  at  present  prevails  on  account  of  the  very  great  scarcity  of  ground 
provisions,  arising  fi'om  the  late  severe  dry  weather.  Since  the  season  commenced, 
people  have  planted,  but  some  time  must  elapse  ere  subsistence  can  be  derived  from  these 
plants.  All  classes  are  in  consequence  suffenng,  but  the  apprentices  must  be  put  to  greater 
straits  than  their  richer  neighbours.  It  is  attempted  to  oe  said,  that  the  apprentices  do 
not  work  their  ^unds ;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  convince  myself  that  such  is  the  fact,  in 
order  to  record  it  here ;  on  the  contrary,  the  main  body  of  the  people  attend  sufficiently  to 
their  grounds,  that,  if  the  seasons  could  be  depended  upon,  would  be  sufficient  for  their  com- 
fortable support,  and  the  rest  of  their  time  they  hire  themselves  for  money.  It  is  true  there 
are  on  every  property  indolent  and  lazy  characters,  who  will  not  cultivate  any  ground,  who 
a(re  as  inert  and  slothful  in  their  own  affairs  as  in  their  duty  towards  their  employers.  These 
people,  therefore,  live  upon  the  chance  productions  of  nature,  and  plundering  from  the 
labours  of  the  industrious ;  but  these  are  evils  which  wfll  exist,  and  the  only  hope  is,  that 
punishment  for  offences  and  the  good  example  of  the  others  may  reclaim  them ;  but  it  is 
certfiinly  very  unjust  on  account  of  the  few  to  condemn  the  many. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  not  so  much  provisions  raised  now  as  during  slavery,  and  thence 
it  is  concluded  that  the  people  are  not  working  their  grounds.  The  premises  must  be 
admitted,  but  not  the  deductions  drawn.  Formerly  the  people  cultivated  ground  provisions 
upon  a  larger  scale  than  they  now  do ;  they  then  raised  not  only  sufficient  for  their  own 
consumption,  but  to  supply  the  public  markets.  The  owner  or  occupiers  of  the  soil  seldom, 
if  ever,  raised  provisions  for  public  sale.  Then  the  people  had  no  opportunities  of  earning 
money  but  by  the  sale  of  provisions,  in  consequence  they  grew  larger  crops.  Now  the 
apprentice,  by  working  in  nis  own  time,  can  acquire  money  more  rapidly  tnan  by  raising 
provisions  for  sale,  therefore  now  he  only  works  his  grounds  sufficiently  for  the  immediate 
support  of  himself  and  family.  Let  the  different  possessors  of  the  soil  cultivate  ground  pro- 
visions for  their  own  use,  and  to  supply  the  public  markets,  then  the  evil  now  complained 
of,  viz.  the  want  of  that  particular  kind  of  provisions,  will  have  taken  its  flight  for  ever. 

I  have,  tc.    . 

(signed)        John  Harris^ 
C.  H.  Darling,  Esq.,  Sec.  SpecialJustice  of  the  Peace, 

&c.     &c.     &c. 
The  King's  House,  Spanish  Town. 


(No.  46.) 

Sir,  Grecian  Regent,  1  July  1837. 

The  crops  of  coffee  just  sent  to  market  have  not  been  quite  so  lai^e  as  the  last  year,  but 
the  quality  is  very  sujperior.  There  never  was  a  finer  prospect  for  the  next  year,  and,  so  fieir 
as  I  can  judge,  the  fields  are  quite  as  well  cleaned,  and  the  trees  as  generally  pruned  as 
heretofore.  As  I  have  not  a  single  sugar  estate  in  my  district,  I  cannot  speak  as  to  them. 
An  abimdance  of  yams  and  vegetables  have  been  planted  in  the  N^ro  grounds,  and,  as  the 
seasons  were  never  finer,  we  expect  most  abundant  crops ;  tiie  last  year's  were  not  good, 
which  occasioned  considerable  inconvenience  to  the  apprentices. 

With  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  overseers,  I  think  it  is  improving;  but  some  of  them 
seem  very  hard  to  learn  that  the  altered  condition  and  prospects  of  the  apprentices  require 
a  kind',  considerate,  and  humane  conduct  on  their  part  if  they  would  keep  labourers  on  the 
properties  they  manage.  I  think  I  have  less  reason,  however,  to  complain  on  this  score, 
than  many  of  my  brother  magistrates.  Two  or  three  inconsiderate  and  troublesome  overseers 
have  been  dismissed,  and  heavy  fines  imposed  on  some  others  in  the  preceding  quarter, 
which  have  produced  a  good  effect. 
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JAMAICA.  I  do  not  think  the  apprentices  generally  work  their  ground  so  well,  or  to  so  great  nn 

"— — -^— -  extent,  as  they  did.  Tne  d^naand  for  their  labour  in  their  own  time  at  wages  (about 
Is.  6d.  sterling  per  day  for  able  people),  the  bad  returns  of  last  year,  the  frequency  of  petty 
thefts,  and  the  insecure  tenure  on  which  they  hold  their  provision  grounds  (many  owners 
having  been  so  foolish  as  to  warn  the  people  that  they  would  be  turned  off  their  grounds  in 
1840,  and  that  those  who  bought  their  freedom  before  should  instantly  give  up  their  hoosefft 
and  grounds,  without  even  the  three  months'  notice  which  the  law  appears  to  contemplate, 
but  qoes  not  clearly  and  adequately  secure),  account  for  this  circumstance.  There  is  also 
a  great  disposition  manifested  by  the  apprentices  to  purchase  land  for  themselves,  instead  of 
working  on  their  masters'  grounds,  which  is  wholly  to  be  ascribed  to  the  imprudent  conduct 
of  those  who  represent  their  absent  owners,  and  who  ought,  as  I  think,  to  encourage  by  aH 
practicable  means  the  continuance  of  the  apprentices  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
owners. 

I  cannot  say  that  the  good  feeling  between  master  and  apprentice  seems  to  be  on  the 
increase,  neither  do  I  think  that  any  adequate  preparation  has  yet  been  made  for  1838  and 
1840,  when,  if  measures  to  prevent  it  are  not  speedily  taken,  many  estates  must  be 
abandoned,  owing  entirely  as  I  conceive  to  the  folly  of  the  owners  in  not  selecting  proper 
overseers,  and  especially  in  not  encouraging  married  persons  in  that  capacity,  and  makmg 
such  arrangements  as  would  give  those  overseers  a  permanent  interest  in  the  proepcrity  and 
comfort  of  the  people. 

With  regard  to  education,  little  has  been  done  in  my  district.  The  Church  Missionary 
Society  have  recently  opened  a  school,  which  is,  I  hear,  well  attended  by  apprentices,  and 
about  30  continue  very  regularly  to  attend  the  Sunday  school  here ;  but  the  apathy  which 
prevails  on  this  subject  is  to  my  mind  both  astonishing  and  distressing.  If  the  country  is 
to  prosper,  the  Government  must  take  this  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and  provide 
elementary  instruction  for  at  least  the  free  children  whose  parents  cannot  instruct  them, 
and  no  one  else  appears  to  have  both  the  inclination  and  the  ability  to  do  it. 

I  have,  &Ck 

H.  Bourne. 


(No.  47.) 

REPORT  of  Special  Justice  R.  Daly,  Central  District  of  St.  Andrew,  June  Quarter,  1887* 

1.  Thb  conduct  of  the  apprentices  is  in  general  orderly,  obedient,  and,  with  few  exceptkins> 
industrious. 

2.  There  are  some  instances  of  a  want  of  good  feeling  between  the  apprentices  and  their 
masters.  This  is,  however,  almost  exclusively  confined  to  properties  where  the  latter  are 
opposed  to  the  present  system,  or  seek  to  make  the  most  of  the  services  of  the  apprentice, 
without  due  regard  to  the  ulterior  object  which  the  law  contemplates. 

3.  The  apprentices  appear  very  willing  to  perform  their  duties  when  under  nKxlerate  and 
judicious  masters. 

4.  The  nine-hour  system  is  now  in  general  use  in  this  district,  and  is  by  far  the  most  just 
and  advantageous  for  the  apprentice.  The  hours  of  relaxation  are  from  10  to  1 1  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  from  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

5.  Task-work  is  in  use  on  some  of  the  properties  in  this  district,  and  is  I  think  likely  to 
become  general,  and  is  found  advantageous. 

a.  The  apprentices  in  this  district  earn  a  good  deal  of  money  by  working  for  wages  in 
their  own  time,  which  they  appear  anxious  to  do,  and  exert  themselves  much  on  such 
occasions. 

7.  Most  of  the  indulgences  allowed  in  slavery  are  withheld ;  and  in  some  instances  where 
they  are  continued,  the  apprentices  are  required  to  give  up  part  of  their  own  time  in  return 
to  the  property,  ftw  instance,  where  the  field-cooks  are  allowed,  water-carriers  and  they 
pay  time. 

8.  The  free  children,  except  in  very  few  instances,  do  not  receive  any  attention  from  the 
masters,  and  are  entirely  dependent  on  their  parents. 

9.  There  are  two  or  three  schools  in  the  district  attached  to  estates,  and  there  is  now  a 
school-house  being  built  under  the  superint^ideace  of  the  Independent  nudsionaries ;  this 
school  is  more  likely  to  prove  useful  than  those  alluded  to,  as  I  think  the  apprentices  prefix ' 
sending  their  children  to  such  schools  of  a  more  pubUc  character.  The  apprentice-maAteis  - 
in  the  district  appear  to  be  favourable  to  the  education  and  religious  instmctioB  of  the  free 
chUdra^  as  far  as  I  have  heard  their  opinions ,-  but  the  number  of  places  cf  worship  are  by 
n»  means  at  present  adequate  to  the  population  of  the  district. 

10.  I  do  not  observe  any  very  great  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  purchase  their 
discharge,  except  when  they  consider  themselves  ill  treated  by  their  masters ;  and  in  such 
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cases,  they  make  every  e^tertion  to  raise  the  amount  of  their  valuationy  by  scraping  all  their         JAMAICA, 
means  together,  and  often  borrowing  money,  for  which  they  have  to  serve  for  a  certain  time         , 
after  becoming  firee. 
,11.  They  betake  themselves  on  becoming  free  to  various  emjdoyments,  according  to  thejr 
Ibrmer  occupations ;  but  I  observe  many  of  them  make  it  ia  traae  to  go  into  the  country  and 
purchase  provisions,  which  they' retail  in  the  towns  to  some  advantage ;  this  Certainly  appears 
among  them  a  favourite  employment.  . 

12.  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  are  very  good ;  the  season  has  been  particularly 
&vaurable,  and  the  cultivation  is  in  a  forward  state. 

13.  I  have  no  particular  suggestions  to  make.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  number  of 
complaints  in  my  district  is  lessening  every  day ;  and  my  general  court,  which  is  held 
fwdekly,  once^  at  Halfway  Tree,  and  which  some  months  since  was  crowded  with  com- 
plainants, has  been  for  the  last  two  weeks  unattended  with  one  single  case. 

R,  Daly,  Special  Justice, 
Central  District,  St.  Andrew,  Jamaica. 


(No.  48.) 

QUARTERLY  REPORT,  l  July  1837,  St.  Andrew's  Mountains,  Western  District. 

-  Sir, 

Ih  reporting  on  the  state  of  this  district,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yovr  Excellency  that 
it  continued  tranquil,  and  labour  is  caiTied  on  regularly. 

As  to  what  can  be  correctly  termed  a  good  feelmg  between  master  and  G^rentice,  I  confess 
HiyBe]rscq)tiQal  as  to  the  existence  of  such  while  compulsory  labour  is  maintained. 

The  nine-hour  system  is  under  general  adoption.  Task-work  not  so  hitherto;  neither  party 
aeem  attached  to  it. 

'    I  know  of  no  usual  indulgence  withheld  from  the  apprentice.     Labour,  in  their  own  time, 
averages  about  1'^.  6rf.  sterung  per  day  of  nine  hours. 

I  beUeve  there  is  very  little  doing  for  any  free  children,  the  majority  of  whom  are  in  a  state 
of  idleness. 

The  apprentices  are  anxious  to  purchase  theiif  discharge,  but  the  high  value  of  their  services 
renders  fliis  very  difficult.     Five  only  have  done  so  this  quarter.    Those  who  purchase  their 
exemption  usually  buy  or  rent  land  for  the  cultivation  of^provisions. 
'    Ttere  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  crop  next  season. 

I  have  no  suggestion  to  oflfer  further^  than  that  under  the  present  system  the  relation 
between  master  and  servant  decidedly  is  not  improving ;  and  however  obedient  the  Negro 
poptdatiott  may  be  to  the  existing  law,  they  are  certainly  quite  aware  that  it  is  not  based  on 
equity. 

I  have,  &c. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  Arthur  Welch,  Special  Magistrate. 

&c.    &c.     &c. 


(No.  49.) 

Sir,  Grardens,  Port-Royal  District,  13  July  1837. 

I  HAYB  much  satisfaction  in  stating,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  Uie  Governor, 
that  the  apprentices  in  my  district  have  continued  to  improve  daily ;  their  general  conduct 
is  unexceptionable ;  they  are  perfectly  contented,  and  work  cheerfiiUy.  The  managers  are 
seemingly  generally  satisfied. 

Tliere  has  been  a  sreat  scarcity  of  provisions,  owing  to  the  want  of  seasons,  which  has 
been  very  severely  fdt,  not  only  by  the  apprentices,  but  by  all  classes.  There  are,  however, 
some  worthless  apprentices  that  will  not  work  their  grounds,  and  in  consequence  have  been 
ao  destitute  &a  the  want  of  food,  that  I  was  compelled  to  cause  them  to  be  fed  at  estate's 
expense. 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  charges  against  the  lower  order  of  aj^nreiitices,  for  pil- 
fering the  estates'  gnounds  and  those  of  their  fellow-apprentices,  were  so  numerous,  and  to 
BO  lamentable  an  extent,  that  I  was  of  necessity  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  corporal 
punishment.  I  have,  however,  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  my  diary  of  the  past  month 
will  prove  that  complaints  of  that  description  have  greatly  diminished  by  the  application,    . 

The  introduction  of  the  system  of  task-labour,  a^eably  to  the  scale  laid  down,  will, 
I  have  every  reason  to  apprehend,  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  islands  generally. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  I  have  gone  through  the  classification  oi  the  appren-^ 
ticed  labourers  in  my  district,  without  any  objections  being  raised,  or  obstacles  thrown  in  my 
imijp  by  either  managers  or  attoniies. 

The  most  perfect  oider  and  tranquillity  prevail  in  my  district. 

I  have,  ka. 
S.  R.  Warr^,  Esq.,  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c.  C.  Hamilton,  S.  J. 

King  s  House. 
1 54-  R  R  2 

Digitized  by 


Google 


JAMAICA 


316  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


(No.  50.) 

QUARTERLY  RETURN  of  District  Upper  Part  of  the  Port-Royal  Mountains  and 
Upper  Part  of  St.  David's;  Quarter  ending  30th  of  June  1837. 

What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  your  district  since  your  last 
report  ? 
Generally  good ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  pilfering  by  the  worst  disposed  of  the  apprentices, 
iand  which  discourages  the  others  from  working  their  grounds. 

Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them  and  their  employers,  and  if  so,  to  what 
cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 
Such  feelings  certainly  did  prevail  on  my  first  coming  to  Jamaica,  but  they  are  gradually 
wearing  off. 

Do  they  perform  their  work  willingljr;  and  if  not,  to  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 
I  do  not  think  they  work  with  any  spirit ;  they  are  naturally  prone  to  idleness,  and  seek 
every  opportunity  to  skulk  from  their  work. 

What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in  your  district  ?   Are  any  and  what  inter- 
val of  relaxation  allowed  to  the  apprentices  during  the  working  hours  ? 
On  the  greater  part  of  the  estates  in  this  district  they  work  five  days,  of  nine  hours^  one 
week,  and  tour  days  the  alternate  week ;  some  few  work  regularly  four  days  and  a  half  only. 
One  estate,  Clifton  Mount,  in  St.  Andrew's,  continues  to  work  on  the  eight-hour  system. 
They  are  allowed  an  interval  of  one  hour  to  their  washmouth  and  breakfast. 

Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  district?     If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with 
the  master  or  the  apprentices  ? 
Task-work  is  seldom  practised  in  this  district.     I  cannot  say  where  the  objection  lie9, 
unless  it  proceeds  fi*om  the  rugged  state  of  the  ground. 

Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own  time  for  money  wages?     If  so, 

what  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?     If  not,  have  they  been 

offered  ? 

In  the  picking  season,  when  there  has  been  a  large  crop,  as  in  1835,  they  were  employed 

m  their  own  time,  and  paid  at  the  rate  of  lOdf.  per  bushel.     I  have  never  known  them  ijo 

refuse  when  offered  2$.  Id.  per  day,  but  they  will  not  work  for  a  macaroni ;  they  are  paid  in 

silver. 

Are  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to 
supply  ? 
Fish  and  salt  are  withheld,  but  not  their  Christmas  allowance  (except  on  one  or  two 
estates) ;  allowances  to  the  lying-in  women  are  also  withheld ;  nor  is  the  surgeon  paid  for 
attending  the  firee  children.     I  have  never  known  medicine  denied  them. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children  ?  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 
They  are  running  about  wild  in  the  day,  their  mothers  being  at  work  m  the  fields,  who  are 
extremely  averse  to  their  doing  any  work  for  the  estate. 

What  facilities  does  your  district  supply  for  education  and  religious  instruction  ?    Is  the 

attendance  in  the  church  equal  to  the  accommodation  ? 

There  are  no  schools  in  this  district,  and  only  one  small  chapel  (St.  Michael's),  which  is 

usually  crowded.     Another  is  about  to  be  built  at  the  base  of  Clifton  Mount,  on  the 

Content-road.    There  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  male  adults  to  learn  to  read ;  and 

on  one  estate,  Chester  Vale,  a  number  of  them  were  taught  in  the  course  of  twelve  months. 

Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  dischai^?  How  many 
discharges  have  been  effected  since  your  last  report? 
Few  apply  now,  as  they  see  the  utter  impracticability  of  procuring  their  discharge  at  a  fair 
and  reasonable  rate.     I  am  of  opinion  there  should  be  two  special  justices^  as  well  as  two 
local,  on  all  valuations :  only  two  have  effected  their  discharge. 

To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have  obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake 
themselves  ? 
Grenei-ally  as  domestics.    They  seldom  apply  to  be  valued  but  when  a  friend  is  comii^ 
forward  with  the  money ;  and  it  is  therefore,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  a  transfer  of  service  to 
a  master  or  mistress  of  their  own  choosing. 

What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop ;  and  what  the  general  state  of  cultivaticm  ? 
Has  the  season  been  favourable  or  otherwise  ? 
This  district  is  entirely  coffee  estates.    The  trees  present  a  fine  appearance  at  present,  and 
it  is  generally  thought  will  yield  as  fine  a  crop  as  that  of  1835.    The  great  drought  we  expe- 
rienced the  four  first  months  in  the  year  does  not  appear  to  have  done  much  injury  in  wis 
high  quarter  of  the  island. 

Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  practical  measures  to  recommend  ? 
None.     I  am  happy  to  say  everything  is  going  on  auietly  throughout  the  district,  except 
on  one  estate  (Whitfield's  Hall,  in  St.  David's),  on  wnich  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
ordering  the  police  to  protect  me  from  the  insulting  conduct  and  language  of  the  overseer.  ' 


H.  Kent,  Special  Justice. 
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(No.  61.) 

Sir,  Manchioneal,  15  July  1837. 

Thb  violent  conduct  and  improper  examples  of  gentlemen  of  influence^  unfortunately  too 
succeasfuUy  imitated  by  their  subordinate  agents,  me  overseers  and  bookkeepers,  prevent  me 
from  reporting  any  favourable  change  in  the  mode  of  management  pursued  by  the  planters  of 
Manchioneal.  The  continued  opposition  to  the  law,  and  frequently  to  the  dictates  of  humanity 
and  justice,  is  arrested  only  by  the  strong  powers  of  the  law.  The  planters  of  this  district 
were  formerly  too  often,  and  criminally,  permitted  to  infringe  the  laws,  and  invade  the  privir 
leges  of  the  apprentices  with  impunity.  The  surrender  of  their  power  to  tyrannize,  which 
has  become  inevitable  under  a  proper  administration  of  the  Abohtion  Act,  is  attended  by  a 
resistance  to  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  frequently  approaching  to  personal  violence. 

In  several  of  the  despatches  which  I  have  from  time  to  time  forwarded  from  this  district, 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  arrangements  for  the  extm  labour  of  the  apprentices  were  of  the 
most  unsatisfactory,  nay,  unjust  character;  requiring  a  vast  deal  of  extra  labour  from  the 
apprentices,  old  and  young,  men  and  women,  in  return  for  which  the  "  indulgences  of 
slavery  "  were  to  be  continued ;  that  such  indulgences  frequently  included  the  natural  obli^ 
gations  of  mothers  to  their  infants  and  sick  children.  My  opposition  to  these  arrangements, 
and  determination  not  to  renew  contracts  so  disadvantageous  to  the  apprentices,  who  them* 
selves  bitterly  complained  of  their  injustice,  rendered  me  obnoxious  to  Mr.  — —  and  Mr.  — ^-^* 
Every  means  whicn  ingenuity  or  malice  could  suggest  was  resorted  to,  in  order  to  accomplish 
my  removal  from  this  district,  while  the  most  powerful  attempts  were  used,  and  the  Executive 
was  aanoyed  by  misrepresentations  and  petitions,  with  sophistical  and  inconclusive  premises, 
I  was  personally  subjected  to  annoyances  of  a  disagreeable  and  severe  character. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  state  the  treatment  I  have  experienced  in  my  recent  visits  to  Elm 

Wood  (the  property  of  Mr. ),  and  Betty's  Hope  (the  property  of  Mr. ).     On  my 

two  last  visits  to  Elm  Wood,  I  was  compelled  to  hold  my  court  under  the  roof  of  an  old 
cattle-mill.  On  one  side  of  this  building,  where  the  carpenters  of  the  plantation  usually 
work,  I  was  required  to  hold  a  court.  On  the  opposite  side  were  the  horses  of  the  visitors; 
in  the  centre  the  sheep  were  kept.  To  add  to  the  annoyances  of  this  disagreeable  and 
filthy  situation,  the  last  day  was  rainy,  and  the  leaky  state  of  the  roof  compelled  me  on 
several  occasions  to  put  up  my  papers,  which  had  become  partially  saturated  with  water. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  day  before  this  visit,  Mr. caused  a  sign-post  to  be  stuck  up 

on  the  gate  of  the  road  connecting  Rose  Garden  and  Hm  Wood  (a  road  used  from  time 
immemorial  by  travellers  between  the  two  properties),  intimating  that  aU  persons  would  be 
prosecuted  as  trespassers  who  travelled  thereon.  This  I  should  have  disregarded  but  for  a 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  my  opinion  opposite  and  repugnant  to  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  law,  which  ^ives  the  special  magistrate  the  liberty  of  ingress  and  egress 
through  the  plantations  of  his  district.     I  would  also  have  been  spared  the  personal  opp'osir 

tion  of  Mr. but  for  another  recent  decision  of  the  court,  making  it  imperative  on  the 

magistrate  to  settle  all  disputes  on  the  plantations  on  which  they  occur,  ana  to  which  thei*e 

may  be  attached  upwards  of  40  apprentices.     Mr. 's  conduct  throughout  justifies  the 

presumption  that  the  adjudication  of  the  complaints  brought  forward  was  of  secondary 
consideration.  One  of  these  complaints  was  against  two  mothers  of  children,  to  obtain  re- 
pjayment  of  a  few  dj^ys  lost  to  his  services,  while  they  were  engaged  in  attending  to  their 
sick  children,  although  he  had  previously  refused  them  either  medicine  or  medical  attend- 
ance. On  deciding  that  such  time  could  not  be  repaid,  inasmuch  as  it  was  lost  by  the 
women  through  circumstances  over  which  they  could  exercise  no  control,  and  that  the 
Abolition  Act  did  not  intend  to  supersede  the  natural  obligations  which  parents  owe  to  their 
offspring,  I  was  threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  the  superior  courts.  And  if  credence  is 
to  be  attached  to  the  declarations  of  Mr.  — — ,  I  shall  most  certainly  be  plunged  in  the 
vortex  of  legal  difficulties  and  embarrassments. 

A  few  days  afler  I  was  summoned  on  the  property  to  adjudicate  a  complaint.  The  over- 
seer directed  me  to  an  out-room  adjoining  the  kitchen;  here  I  declined  holding  a  court ; 
and  to  add  to  this  gross  indignity,  he  offered  me  the  use  of  his  horse-stable  for  the  purpose. 

By  the  orders  of  Mr. I  was  prevented  from  riding  through  the  ordinary  roads  Ibetween 

Reach  and  Spring  Valley  and  Betty's  Hope  and  Orange  Hill.  These  properties  are  all  in 
my  district ;  and  the  consequence  of  these  orders,  coupled  with  the  recent  decisions  of  the 
Chief  Justice  before  advertea  to,  is  the  entail  on  me  in  some  instances  an  additional  ride  of 
five  to  six  miles. 

Such  is  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  who  are  bound  by  the  obligations  which  they  owe  to 
society  to  give  proper  support  to  the  law  and  its  officers. 

I  have,  &c. 

Richard  Hill,  Esq.  jR.  Ckamberlaine,  Special  Justice. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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(No.  52.) 

Sir,  Morant  Bay,  26  July  1837. 

(  AH  bappy  to  be  able  to  assure  you  of  the  increasing  desire  for  religious  instruction 
IMioQg  the  apprentices  of  my  district. 

To  support  this  opinion  it  might  be  sufficient  for  me  to  direct  attention  to  their  reg:ular 
ftttendanoe  at  places  of  worship ;  their  anxiety  to  form  matrimonial  connexions,  and  the 
gubatitutioD  of  religious  discipline  in  their  social  meetings  for  the  unprofitable  and  pernicious 
habits  to  which  they  were  formerly  addicted.  But  sufficient  as  these  habits  are  to  indicate 
^vancement  in  Chnstian  civilization,  and  to  mark  the  crossing  of  the  threshold  which 
separates  superstition  from  Christian  knowledge,  it  is  my  happiness  to  record  a  circum- 
•taoce  which  places  the  desire  of  the  apprentices  for  religious  instruction  in  a  moi^ 
prpmioent  light 

Sometime  ago  the  Reverend  Henry  Hoage  was  permitted  to  preach  at  Belvidere  estate, 
but  the  only  place  that  the  proprietor  could  spare  was  ill-suited  for  the  purpose.  The 
mppsentices  felt  this,  and  were  not  slow  in  agreeing  among  themselves  to  build  a  new  chape!, 
sufficient  to  afford  them  comfortable  accommodation. 

When  I  heard  of  their  intention,  I  must  confess  I  doubted  the  fulfilment  of  it.  I  had 
heard  so  much  of  the  misapplication  of  their  time,  of  days  wasted  in  strife  and  worthless 
pursuits,  that  I  could  not  help  feeling  my  own  experience  of  their  habits  considerably 
weakened.  It  was  therefore  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  I  witnessed  the  commence* 
ment  of  tbe  building,  which  is  now  finished  and  well  attended. 

I  have,  Sec. 

Ti  B.  WarFM,  Esq.  (signed)  D.  JEwart,  Special  Justice. 

&c.    &e.    &c. 


(No.  63.) 

Sir,  Bath,  3  August  18S7. 

I  E«G  leave  to  enclose  the  following  information  as  it  respects  my  district : — 

1.  The  apprentices  continue  to  conduct  themselves  in  the  same  good  order  as  when  I  last 
feported. 

2.  The  feeling  between  master  and  apprentice  good. 

3.  They  are  performing  labour,  with  few  exceptions,  willingly. 

4.  Working  hours,  as  formerly,  nine;  two  and  a  half  hours  allowed  during  the  day  for 
idaxation. 

5.  Task-work  is  a  little  on  the  increase,  not  at  all  general,  the  apprentice  the  party 
objecting. 

6.  The  work  done  for  wages  since  my  last  report  not  to  any  extent ;  one  estate,  Winches- 
ter, had  dug  by  apprentices,  not  all  of  them  belonging  to  that  property,  about  20  acres,  the 
price  per  acre  one  doubloon. 

7.  Indulgences ;  not  aware  of  any  being  withheld. 

8.  The  condition  of  the  free  children  not  good,  their  parents  refusing  excellent  offers. 

9.  The  attendance  at  church  more  than  equal  to  the  accommodation,  but  not  so  with  the 
schools. 

10.  The  desire  to  purchase  theur  discharge  not  general. 

11.  Wh«[i  fbee  I  am  not  enabled  to  learn  to  what  employment  they  betake  themselves. 

12.  The  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop  good ;  the  dry  seasons  much  against  the  last  crop, 
and  a  ikllmg  off  of  the  general  estimate  wul  be  the  consequence. 

I  have,  &c. 

S.  R.  Warren,  Esq.  (signed)         George  Willis ^  jun., 

&c.    &c.    8cc.  bpecial  Justice. 


(No.  64.) 

Retreat,  St.  Thomas-in-the-East, 
Sir,  Port  Morant  and  Rocky  Point  District,  1  July  1837. 

In  making  this  my  quarterly  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  my  district  remains  in  the  same  position ;  the  apprentices 
quiet,  orderly,  and  working  cheerfully;  their  masters  kind  and  considerate. 

The  legal  hours  of  work  are  properly  attended  to,  and  when  deviated  from  to  get  off  the 
crop,  it  is  with  a  mutual  good  understandingand  good  feeling  between  the  parties,  and  for 
which  the  apprentice  gets  remuneration.  Task-work  is  not  general  in  my  district;  the 
masters  are  anxious  that  it  should  be  so,  and  I  feel  convinced  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  both.  Where  it  has  been  tried,  they  have  been  enabled  to  go  to  their  homes  by  two  o'clock, 
proving  clearly  that  they  are  capable  of  performing  much  more  labour  than  the  master  exacts 
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from  them;  should  task-work  become  general)  the  advantages  would  be  sensibly  felt  after  JAMAICA, 
1840,  as  the  extra  work  which  they  would  be  able  to  do  fcr  hire  would  make  up,  in  a  CTMit  '■-■■■" 
degree,  for  a  deficiency  of  hands.  Generally  speaking,  the  apprentices  are  averse  to  woAing 
for  money,  preferring  time,  as  they  can  make  more  by  the  cultivation  of  th«r  exttosire 
provision  grounds,  the  communication  with  Kingston  bleing  so  easy ;  when  provisions  am 
abundant,  they  send  craft  laden  to  that  market.  When  they  work  for  money,  it  is  generally 
in  dicing  cane-holes,  and  they  are  paid  6rf.  for  every  12  holes.  No  indulgences  are  witlw 
held  irom  them  that  they  enjoyed  diuing  the  time  of  slavery,  and  the  free  children  have 
medical  aid  and  allowances  when  applied  for.  Religious  instruction  is  amply  provided  for, 
and  at  the  last  parish  vestry  a  considerable  grant  of  money  was  voted  for  that  purpose. 
The  apprentices  are  very  fond  of  attending  some  place  of  worship,  are  well  dressed,  and 
conduct  themselves  most  orderly.  In  this  extensive  parish,  the  churches  are  too  far  distant 
from  each  other ;  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  have  a  church  at  Port  Morant,  and  another 
in  the  moimtain  district  There  is  not  a  general  wish  to  purchase  their  fireedom,  only  three 
have  done  so  since  my  last  report.  The  women  that  get  free  chiefly  employ  themselves  as 
higglers,  purchasing  tnings  at  Kingston  and  di^)08ing  of  them  upon  the  estates,  and  exchang- 
ing for  poultry  or  bread  kind  ;  the  men  resort  to  towns,  are  most  of  them  idle,  unless  (which 
is  often  the  case)  that  some  brown  tradesman  found  the  money,  when  he,  as  fi'ee,  is  obliged 
to  work  harder,  with  fewer  comforts^  than  he  had  as  an  estate  apprentice. 

The  crop  this  year,  from  the  long  continuance  of  dry  weather,  disappointed  the  sanguine 
«z{)ectations  of  the  managers,  and  is  short ;  this  could  not  be  obviated  by  human  foresight 
or  extra  manual  labour ;  everything  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness  for  next  year.  A  steam- 
ODigine  has  just  arrived  from  England  for  this  estate,  which  indicates  confidence  after  1840. 

I  do  not  anticipate  any  discontent  from  the  prsedial  population  in  1838,  nor  do  I  think  fte 
loss  will  be  much  felt  by  the  estates,  there  being  so  many  domestics,  that  one  hcdf  of  them 
were  idle,  and  a  constant  expense,  without  a  correspondmg  advantage.  In  concluding  my 
report,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  considered  presinnptuous  in  hazarding  an  opinion  of  the  pro- 
spects after  1840 ;  it  is  difficult  to  look  into  futurity,  but  from  close  observation  I,  with 
tne  utmost  deference,  beg  to  state  that  I  think  the  good  and  industrious  proportion  of  the 
eppfentices  will  remain  in  a  body  on  the  estate,  to  obtain  the  protection  oi  the  master  and 
the  laws;  and  as  numbers,  like  the  bundle  of  sticks,  will  constitute  strength,  they  will  be 
enaUed  to  protect  themselves  from  the  bad  characters  who  will  exist  for  a  time  by  robbery^ 
Not  being  an  enterprising  people,  they  would  prefer  their  present  habitations  and  grounds  to 
locating  memselves  among  strangers,  and,  to  secure  these  advantages,  will  be  ready  to  meet 
the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  master ;  and  when  all  are  alike  free,  the  rising  generation,  noi^ 
in  a  state  of  idleness,  will  be  compelled  by  their  parents  to  work. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  Capt.  Warren,   &c.   &c.  &c.  (signed)         Tlios.  Bainesy 

Kill's  House.  Special  Justice. 


(No.  65.) 

Sir,  Alley,  Vere,  12  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the 
following  report  on  the  state  of  my  district,  for  th^  quarter  ending  the  30th  day  of  June 
last: 

Not  having  been  in  the  parish  during  the  two  first  months  of  the  quarter,  I  am  unable  to 
report  as  fully  as  I  otherwise  might  have  done ;  I  am,  however,  compelled  to  say,  that,  as  fet 
as  my  observations  have  gone,  a  reciprocal  good  feeling  is  apparent  between  the  managers 
and  apprentices,  the  latter  of  whom,  generally  speaking,  are  well  disposed,  and  perform  tneir 
labour  willingly ;  and  this  disposition  on  their  part  is  encouraged  as  much  as  possible  by  the 
managers.  All  the  indulgences  which  the  apprentices  were  accustomed  to  receive  under  the 
slave  system  are  still  continued,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  they  are  never  withheld,  except 
in  cases  of  bad  conduct. 

The  nine-hour  working  system  (with  two  or  three  exceptions)  is  adopted  in  this  parish. 
Field  labour  commences  at  sunrise,  and  terminates  at  sunset.  Mid-day,  and  one  hour  in 
the  morning  for  breakfast,  is  the  time  allowed  to  the  apprentices  for  relaxation  firom  liibour. 
It  is  optional  with  them  either  to  take  the  hour  for  breakfast,  or  to  add  it  to  the  time  allowed 
at  mid-day.  The  eight-hour  system  commences  at  six  or  seven  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  terminates 
at  three  or  four  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  the  apprentices  have  one  hour  for  breakfast,  from  ten  to 
eleven  o'clock.  The  apprentices  also  wilUngly  work  for  hire,  whenever  their  services  are 
required  for  the  manfacturing  of  produce,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  8rf.  per  day,  and  digging  cane- 
holes  at  5  «.  per  hundred  ;  and  which  wages  are  always  paid  in  money. 

With  regard  to  the  free  children,  I  have  to  observe  they  are  supported  by  their  parents. 
I  am  informed  that  several  of  the  estates  give  them  allowances  at  Christmas. 
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JAMAICA.  In  this  district,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  this  year's  crop  has  been  finished.    It  is  the 

■  general  opinion  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  of  one  half  from  the  previous  year's  crop :  it 

is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  the  decrease  has  not  arisen  from  any  fiiult  in  the  wortdng 
pf  the  apprenticeship  system,  but  solely  from  the  dry  weather  during  the  past  year.  TT^ 
prospects,  however,  for  next  year  are  most  cheering,  the  May  season  having  been  more 
favourable  than  has  been  recollected  in  this  parish  for  some  time ;  from  which  favourable 
appearances,  the  managers  are  in  great  hopes  of  a  good  return. 

I  have,  Sec. 

W.  R.  Ward,  Esq.,  (signed)        Richard  Armstrong, 

Secretary.  Special  Justice. 


(No.  66.) 

QUARTERLY  REPORT. 

1.  The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices,  since  my  last  report,  has  been  good. 

2.  In  general,  there  is  a  good  feeling  between  masters  and  apprentices ;  but  much  dis- 
content has  been  occasioned  among  those  apprentices  whose  masters  have  adopted  the  eight- 
hours'  system.  Fortunately,  only  two  overseers  hiave,  as  yet,  done  this  in  my  district,  and 
I  have  every  hope  that  none  will  follow  their  example. 

3.  Generally  speaking,  they  work  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

4.  The  usual  system  of  labour  is,  working  at  the  rate  of  nine  hours  a  day,  with  the  interval 
of  half  an  hour  for  breakfast,  and  between  two  and  three  hours  for  dinner. 

6.  Task-work  is  resorted  to  in  almost  every  case  where  circumstances  will  admit.  Both 
managers  and  apprentices  like  this  system  of  labour,  but  it  can  only  be  adopted  in  particular 
cases.  The  Governor's  recent  ordinance  respecting  a  scale  of  labour  vdll  clause  task-work 
to  be  carried  as  far  as  possible,  and  with  infinite  advantage  to  both  master  and  a}^rentice. 

6.  It  is  very  usual  with  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own  time  for  wages,  when  these 
are  offered ;  but  the  present  very  high  rate  of  wages  renders  this  species  of  labour  much 
less  common  than  it  would  be  were  wages  moderate.  The  present  rate  for  able-bodied 
field  Negroes  I  believe  not  to  be  less  than  half  a  dollar  a  day. 

7.  The  same  allowances,  generally  speaking,  are  given  as  formerly,  but  on  condition  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  extra  labour.  I  speak  of  such  allowances  as  the  master  is  not  com- 
pellable to  give  by  the  existing  law. 

8.  The  free  children  are  usually  supported  by  their  parents ;  but  the  want  of  education 
among  them  is  perfectly  deplorable,  and  calls  for  the  immediate  and  most  serious  attention 
of  the  Government. 

9.  As  yet  the  facilities  of  education  are  extremely  limited  indeed.  Private  individuals 
and  different  societies  have  commenced  doing  a  great  deal,  but  the  Jamaica  le^slature  has 
literally  done  nothing.  In  the  present  dearth  of  education,  the  accommodation,  both  in 
churches  and  schools,  is  fully  equal  to  the  number  of  attendants ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  progress  of  the  people  in  moral  and  reUgious  instruction  will  render  many  schools  and 
churches  necessary. 

10.  Any  apprentice  would  naturally  be  glad  to  purchase  his  freedom ;  but  the  high  rate  d 
v^ges  has  so  greatly  increased  the  valuation  of  apprenticeships,  that  very  few  are  able  to 
.pay  the  price  now  put  upon  them.  Only  two  have  bought  their  apprenticeships  in  this 
district  since  my  last  report. 

11.  Those  who  have  been  employed  as  field-labourers  generally  get  small  patches  of 
ground,  which  they  work  on  their  own  account.  I  scarcely  know  an  instance  of  a  manu- 
mitted Negro  working  on  an  estate.  The  tradesmen  who  buy  their  freedom  generally  follow 
the  trade  they  exercised  as  apprentices. 

12.  In  consequence  of  the  great  rains  that  havQ  fallen  during  the  last  two  months,  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  that  the  crop  of  1838  will  oe  very  good.  The  general 
state  of  cultivation  is  as  good  as  could  reasonably  be  expected. 

13.  Three  things  appear  to  me  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  necessary  for  Jamaica :  an 
extensive,  efficient  diffusion  of  moral  and  religious  instruction ;  the  estabUshment  of  savings 
banks ;  and  the  immediate  aboUtion  of  Negro  flogging. 

(signed)  Alexander  N.  Macleod, 

Special  Magistrate,  St.  Dorothy's,  &c. 
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JAMAICA. 


—  No.  66.  — 
(No.  211.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith.ti.c.B.        No.  66. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  9  February  183S. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  (No.  172)  of  the  8th  of  September,  enclosing 
the  special  magistrates'  reports  for  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of  June. 

I  observe  with  great  satisfaction  the  testimony  universally  borne  in  these 
reports  to  the  continued  good  conduct,  and  the  orderly,  industrious,  and  im- 
proving habits  of  the  apprenticed  population,  which  seems  to  have  been  main- 
tained in  several  instances  under  very  trpng  circumstances  ;  and  I  have  read 
with  peculiar  interest  Mr.  E.  D;  Bayne's  letter,  in  wliich  he  gives  so  strong  an 
opinion,  and  draws  so  striking  a  picture  of  the  advantages,  moral,  social,  and 
political,  which  have  already  accrued  to  the  labouring  classes  in  Jamaica  from 
the  change  in  their  condition. 

I  observe,  also,  that  an  increase  in  the  number  of  churches  and  schools  is 
visible  in  most  of  the  districts ;  that  they  are  generally  well  attended,  and  that 
the  complaint,  formerly  so  common,  of  an  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  mothers 
to  the  education  of  their  children,  seems  to  be  disappearing  as  the  means  of 
education  are  brought  more  and  more  within  their  reach. 

The  number  of  punishments  has  been  diminished  within  the  last  six  months 
by  one-half;  and  it  would  appear  that  these  are  for  the  most  part  confined  to  a 
set  of  irreclaimable  characters,  of  which  every  community  contains  a  proportion, 
though  in  a  community  just  emerging  from  slavery,  that  proportion  must  of 
course  be  larger  than  elsewhere.  I  trust  I  am  justified  m  presuming  that  the 
main  body  of  the  apprenticed  population  are  so  well  conducted,  and  so  well 
aware  of  their  rights  and  their  duties,  that  punishment  is  found  to  be  no  longer 
necessary.  That  there  has  been  any  considerable  accession  of  mutual  confidence 
and  kindliness  between  the  apprentices  and  their  employers,  cannot,  I  fear,  be 
alleged.  It  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  be  assured  that  whatever  unpleasant 
feeling  may  exist,  arises  from  no  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  former  to 
submit  to  the  necessary  conditions  of  their  social  position,  and  the  restraints 
imposed  on  them  by  the  law ;  but  only  from  the  vexatious  proceedings  and 
unreasonable  exactions  to  which  they  are  too  frequently  exposed,  and  which  may 
be  most  effectually  obviated  by  the  removal  of  indiscreet  and  oppressive  managers. 
With  reference  to  Mr.  Grant's  representation  of  the  proceedings  on  an  estate 
belonging  to  Sir  John  McDonald,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  receipt 
of  the  extract  from  the  report  which  was  transmitted  by  you  to  Sir  J.  McDonald, 
the  overseer  of  that  property  was  immediately  dismissed ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  same  course  would  be  adopted  by  other  proprietors  resident  in  this 
country  in  any  similar  case,  on  a  proper  representation  of  the  facts  being 
addressed  to  them. 

I  abstain,  in  compliance  with  your  advice,  from  forming  any  opinion  on  the 
particular  questions  at  issue  between  Mr.  Special  Justice  Chamberlaine  and 
some  of  the  planters  in  his  district ;  but  I  fear  there  can  be  no  reason  to  hesitate 
as  to  the  general  effect  of  the  decisions  in  the  Supreme  Court,  which  deny  the 
right  of  the  special  justice  to  visit  every  part  of  the  plantations  at  all  times,  and 
to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  apprentices  whenever  and  wherever  they  may  be 
brought  before  him. 

On  this  and  some  other  points  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
law,  which  are  adverted  to  in  their  reports,  I  abstain  from  entering  more  fully 
in  this  despatch,  because  I  have  elsewhere  had  occasion  to  address  you 
generally  on  this  subject ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  all  the  powers  which  you 
at  present  possess,  will  be  directed  to  remedy  the  existing  evils. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Lyon's  letter,  from  which  it  would  appear  that,  in  the 
district  to  which  he  has  been  recently  transferred,  the  apprentices  have  been 
exposed  to  a  great  deal  of  fraud  and  oppression,  and  that  they  have  been 
deterred  from  complaining  from  want  of  confidence  in  the  special  justice, 
I  should  wish  to  receive  a  ftuther  report.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how 
the  system  which  Mr.  Lyon  describes  ,can  have  been  carried  on  to  such  an 
extent  without  a  degree  of  negligence  or  inefficiency  on'  the  part  of  the  magis- 
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JAMAICA,      trate,  which  would  render  his  continuance  in  the  special  commission  inadmisgible. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  cause  further  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 

drcumstances^  and  endeavour  to  discover  with  whom  the  blame  rests.  Mr.  Lyon 
elsewhere  remarks  that  the  parish  contains  a  greater  number  of  zealous  and 
active  missionaries  than  any  other  in  the  island.  It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed 
that  the  apprentices  could  be  prevented  from  representing  their  grievances 
to  them ;  and  therefore,  if  their  complaints  have  been  suppressed,  you  will 
probably  find  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  to  whom  the  suppression  of  them  is 
to  be  ascribed. 

I  observe  that  Mr.  Hawkins  again  speaks  of  the  mothers  being  invariably 
required  to  repay  time  lost  to  the  estate  in  attendatice  on  their  sick  children ; 
and  Mr.  Ramsay  also  remarks  that  they  "  are  expected  to  perform  their  work 
without  any  consideration  of  the  free  children." 

I  trust  that  any  doubt  which  may  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  illegality 
of  such  demands  has  been  already  removed;  if  not,  I  would  suggest  the 
immediate  promulgation  of  a  circular  instruction  to  the  special  justices,  again 
reminding  them  that  it  is  their  duty  to  resist  every  demand  upon  the  services 
of  the  mothers  which  shall  have  the  effect  of  depriving  them  of  the  time  or 
the  opportunities  requisite  for  the  discharge  of  their  necessary  maternal 
duties. 

Most  of  the  magistrates,  I  perceive,  advert  to  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  and 
the  remissness  of  the  apprentices  in  tilling  their  provision  grounds.  Mr.  Cooper 
ascribes  this  to  the  conduct  of  the  managers  in  withdrawing  the  watchmen, 
and  thus  exposing  the  grounds  to  depredations.  Mr.  Bourne  states, "  that 
many  owners  have  been  so  foolish  as  to  warn  the  people  that  they  would  be 
turned  off  their  grounds  in  1840,  and  that  those  who  bought  their  freedom 
before  should  instantly  give  up  their  houses  and  grounds,  without  even  the 
three  months*  notice  wluch  the  law  appears  to  contemplate,  but  does  not 
adequately  secure."  This  is  an  evil  which  ought  to  be  much  more  dreaded  on 
behalf  of  the  planters  than  on  behalf  of  the  apprentices,  though  the  tendency  is 
on  all  accounts,  and  for  all  interests,  to  t)e  careftdly  observed.  The  Assembly 
of  Jamaica  might  perhaps  be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  its  importance,  since  they 
appear  to  have  recognised  it  by  their  law,  although  not  to  any  effectual  purpose. 

(signed)         Glenely. 


—  No.  67.  — 
(183-) 

No  67  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  23  September  1837. 

Kfd^  Papers  rela-  '^  acknowledging  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  30,  dated  the 
live  to  the  Aboli-  3^*^  December  1836,  referring  to  various  despatches  of  Lord  Sligo,  reporting 
tion  of  Slavery,  acts  of  oppression  towards  the  apprenticed  labourers,  and  instances  of  their  ill- 
Part  4  (1),  1837,  treatment  in  houses  of  correction,  I  have  to  express  my  regret  that  I  have  not 
^^  '^  *  been  able  to  reply  to  it  earlier;  but  it  was  referred  to  the  Attorney-general,  and 

ha3  laid  over  a  considerable  time. 

Your  Lordship's  despatch  first  refers  to  the  withdrawal  of  cooks  and  water- 
carriers,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Special  Justice  Hamilton.  There  can  hardly  be  a 
greater  grievance  to  the  Negro,  or  one  more  impolitic  as  regards  the  interests  of 
the  master.  The  hour  and  a  half  allowed  for  breakfest  ceases  to  be  a  period  of 
rest,  for  they  must  seek  fuel  and  cook  their  morning  meal,  after  which  little  time 
is  left  to  take  their  food.  The  depriving  them  of  water-carriers  is  still  more  inju- 
rious ;  for  if  water  is  not  brought  to  the  people  at  their  work  in  their  rows,  they 
are  not  permitted  to  quit  the  rows  to  seek  it,  and  are  thus  exposed  to  the  agonies 
of  thirst  under  a  burning  sun. 

I  would  not  on  any  account  give  your  Lordship  to  believe  that  these  evils  are 
general ;  on  the  contrary,  I  consider  them  of  rare  occurrence ;  but  unfortunately 
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we  have  nothing  but  the  usages  of  slavery  to  insist  on,  without  any  positive  law        JAMAICA. 

to  enforce  them.     The  only  expedient  we  have  is  to  direct  the  special  justices       

not  to  award  any  punishment  for  insufficiency  of  work  occasioned  by  that  want 
of  necessary  assistance  which  they  are  fairly  entitled  to. 

The  next  case  referred  to  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  is  that  of  Catherine 
Bay  ley,  reported  by  Mr.  Special  Justice  Gregg  to  have  been  sent  into  the  field 
after  ^e  had  failed  in  paying  her  valuation.  There  can  be  little  doubt  the  mo- 
tive was  punishment ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  evidence  of  motives.  It  was 
Mr.  Gregg's  duty  to  have  declared  the  nature  and  amount  of  labdur  she  was 
capable  of,  and  to  have  warned  the  overseer  against  giving  her  any  other 
employment. 

In  the  case  of  George  Walsh,  a  constable  of  Bybrook,  who  complained  of 
having  been  degraded  of  that  office,  I  am  of  opinion  Mr.  Harris  could  not  have 
interposed  his  authority..  It  may  not  consist  with  the  efficiency  of  a  constable 
that  he  should  at  the  same  time  be  a  field  labourer ;  but  the  master  would  con- 
sider he  infringed  no  law  by  making  him  work  on  an  emergency. 

In  the  case  reported  by  Mr.  Manderson  to  Lord  Sligo,  where  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Clark  was  employed  by  Mr.  Miller,  I  am  afraid  it  was,  as  represented, 
a  case  of  great  oppression ;  but  the  law  is  against  the  complaint,  and  the  Attor- 
ney-general is  of  opinion,  that  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  that  described  in  the 
second  paragraph,  nothing  could  be  done  towards  bringing  the  offender  to 
justice. 

The  subject  of  Mr.  Baynes's  report  on  the  condition  of  the  house  of  correc- 
tion of  St.  John's,  is  one  of  the  cases  included  in  the  bills  ignored  by  the  Mid- 
dlesex grand  jury  in  October  last.  But  I  am  happy  to  say  the  abuses  in  that 
establishment  have  been  removed. 

The  cases  of  local  magistrates  committing  deserters  is  a  direct  violation  of  the 
law  assigning  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  the  special  magistrates  over  the  appren- 
.  tices,  and  will  be  strictly  prohibited. 

When  apprentices  are  committed,  the  special  magistrates  cannot  limit  or 
define  their  punishment,  because  it  is  regulated  by  law ;  such  at  least  has  been 
the  doctrine  lately  declared  from  the  bench  by  the  chief  justice ;  yet  we  have 
recently  had  a  most  interesting  trial,  as  I  have  already  reported  to  your  Lord-  in  No.  170, 
ship,  in  which  a  free  black  man,  named  M*Vicar,  prosecuted  the  supervisor  of  4  Sept.  1837. 
a  prison  for  having  been  put  on  the  treadmill  and  in  chains  without  the  order 
of  a  magistrate.  He  recovered  damages,  and  the  supervisor  was  dismissed, 
TTiis  has  not  been  overlooked,  but  is  now  on  reference  to  the  Attorney-general 
to  report  whether  we  may  not  claim  the  same  rule  for  apprentices,  who  have  all 
the  civil  rights  of  other  men.  I  anticipate  this  vrill  prove  a  means  of  correcting 
great  abuses  in  the  general  use  of  treadmill  punishments. 

All  the  other  cases  of  cruelty  reported  by  Mr.  Baynes  were,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 
ignored  by  the  Middlesex  October  grand  court. 

I  now  beg  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  I  shall  endeavour  to  remedy  some  of 
these  and  other  evils  resulting  from  the  imperfect  provisions  of  the  Local  Abo- 
lition Act,  when  the  House  of  Assembly  meets,  by  appealing  to  them  to  enact 
by  law  all  the  usages  and  indulgences  which  applied  to  slavery.  These  secured 
cooks,  water-carriers  and  hospital  attendants,  were  lenient  to  young  mothers,  and 
mothers  of  six  or  more  children,  and  protected  the  aged  from  hard  labour. 

On  well-regulated  estates  those  usages  and  indulgences  have  never  been  with" 
drawn,  and  the  system  is  working  satisfactorily ;  but  it  is  where  managers  or 
overseers,  having  only  a  temporary  interest  in  the  properties,  disregard  the  pre- 
sent welfare  of  the  labourers,  and  the  future  benefit  of  proprietors,  that  discon- 
tents and  complaints  are  created,  alike  injurious  to  the  working  classes  and  to 
the  character  of  the  community. 

I  have,  fcc. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith, 
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(No.  182.) 
jj     gg  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  16  November  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch,  No.  183,  of  the  23d  September, 
written  in  answer  to  mine,  No.  30,  of  the  30th  December  preceding,  on  the  subject 
of  divers  cases  of  oppression,  which  I  had  found  detailed  in  some  of  the  enclosures 
to  various  recent  despatches  from  Lord  Sligo. 

It  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  pursue  the  discussion  of  the  particulars  of  these 
cases,  since  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  every  power  with  which  the  law,  in  its 
present  state,  invests  the  executive  authorities,  has  been  exercised  by  the  colonial 
government  and  its  officers  towards  the  redress  of  the  grievances  in  questioii. 
I  have  to  regret,  indeed,  that  a  reference  to  the  Attorney -general  of  Jamaica 
should  have  been  the  cause  of  so  long  a  delay  in  looking  further  into  these 
matters ;  but  I  trust  that  on  occasions  where  practical  steps  can  be  taken  for 
remedying  abuses,  the  Attorney-general  is  not  in  the  habit  of  postponing  his 
reports  for  so  long  a  space  of  time.  Although  in  most  of  the  present  instances 
no  legal  proceedings  seem  to  have  been  practicable,  I  am  happy  to  le&m  that 
some  of  the  most  flagrant  cases  are  capable  of  k  remedy,  and  that  the  abuses  in 
the  St.  John's  house  of  correction  have  been  removed.  In  the  remaining  cases, 
a  representation  to  the  attomies  and  proprietors  on  whose  plantations  the  abuses 
occurred  might  possibly  have  been  of  use  in  preventing  their  recurrence.  You 
do  not  say  whether  any  such  representations  have  been  made,  and  I  beg,  there- 
fore, to  remind  you  of  the  suggestion  to  this  effect  in  my  despatch  of  the  SOtJi 
November  last,  and  to  repeat,  that  where  such  representations  are  found  to  b« 
of  no  avail,  the  names  of  the  attomies  and  proprietors,  as  well  as  of  the  mauagen^ 
should  be  stated. 

I  am  also  happy  to  be  confirmed  by  you  in  the  opinion  which  I  had  before 
derived  from  all  the  authentic  information  which  had  reached  me,  that  the  prac- 
tices to  be  corrected  are  by  no  means  general,  but  are  to  be  considered  as  of 
rare  occurrence,  being  found  "  where  managers  and  overseers,  having  only 
a  temporary  interest  in  the  properties,  disregard  the  present  welfare  of  the 
labourers,  and  the  future  benefit  of  proprietors,"  It  is  not,  however,  the  less 
necessary  that  no  means  should  be  left  untried  to  prevent  their  occurrence,  and 
thus  to  remove  at  once  the  injury  to  the  working  classes,  and  the  reproach  to  the 
character  of  the  community,  which  you  so  justly  point  out  as  the  result  of  the 
misconduct  in  question.  I  therefore  entirely  approve  of  the  purpose  which  you 
entertain  of  again  applying  to  the  Assembly  for  a  remedy  of  the  evils  resulting 
from  the  imperfections  of  the  local  Abolition  Act,  and  an  enforcement  by  law  of 
the  usages  in  favour  of  th^  Negroes,  which  prevailed  on  all  well-regulated  planta- 
tions in  the  time  of  slavery,  and,  where  the  management  has  continued  to  be 
conducted  in  a  just,  liberal,  and  prudent  spirit,  have  never  been,  withdrawn. 

I  trust  that  your  influence  with  the  legislature  will  prove  effectual  for  the 
object  which  you  have  in  view ;  and  should  this  be  the  case,  you  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  having  been  instrumental  in  conferring  a  most  important  benefit 
on  the  apprentices,  and  of  applying  an  effectual  remedy  to  the  main  defect  in 
the  existing  law.  I  shall  await  your  report  of  the  result  of  your  representa- 
tions, with  the  earnest  hope  that  it  may  be  unnecessary  to  invoke  the  aid  of 
Parliament  in  a  case  in  which  it  is  on  every  account  most  desirable  that  the 
local  legislature  should  promptly  and  cheerfully  discharge  the  duty  wkich 
priiparily  belongs  to  it. 

I  cannot  dismiss  from  consideration  the  ^ecific  cases  now  before  we>  without 
taking  this  opportunity  of  recording,  that  it  ha«  not  been  for  wap-t  of  repe^ed 
efforts  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Governmeot  to  obtain,  an,  amendment  of  the 
law  that  it  has  been  found,  down  to  the  date  of  the^e  oaaes,  to  be  stiU  m^vails^ble 
for  the  correction  of  such  abuses  as  those  which  form  the  subject  of  this  cor- 
respondence. 

In  my  despatch.  No.  84.  of  the  29th  August  1835,  I  urged  an  amendment  of 
the  law,  by  which  the  ill-treatment  of  women  in  gaols  might  be  prevented. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  125,  of  the  15th  October  1835,  I  desired  that  the 
Assembly  should  be  reminded  of  the  pressing  importance  of  enactments  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  the  children  of  apprentices  at  schools. 
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In  my  despatch,  No.  257,  of  the  24th  April  1836,  I  seconded  the  wishes  of  JAMAICA. 
the  Marquis  of  Sligo  for  laws  to  restrain  cruelty  in  hospitals,  and  to  authorize  ■ 
the  inspection  of  them  by  special  justices  at  all  hours.  A  committee  of  the 
Assembly  alleged,  it  is  true,  that  the  right  to  inspect  was  not  disputed ;  but 
I  find  by  the  despatches  now  before  me,  that  the  attendance  and  proper  treat- 
ment of  the  sick  is  not  yet  secured  by  law,  although  defects  of  the  law  on 
this  head  were  pointed  to  by  Lord  Stanley  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  appren- 
ticeship>  in  his  despatch  of  the  20th  February,  1834,  PJo.  3. 

In  my  despatch.  No.  286,  of  the  14th  June  1836,  I  desired  that  the  Assembly 
should  be  applied  to  for  a  law  to  restrain  the  powers  of  officers  in  workhouses 
to  the  infliction  of  such  punishn;ients  only  as  should  have  been  authorized  in 
writing  by  a  magistrate. 

la  my  despatch.  No.  303,  of  the  28th  June  1836,  I  directed  application  to  be 
made  to  the  Assembly  for  a  law  to  prevent  the  flogging  of  women  on  the  tread- 
mill. 

In  my  despatches,  Nos.  87  and  103,  of  the  29th  April  and  10th  June  1837,  I 
had  to  regret  the  refusal  of  the  Assembly  to  entertain  the  various  proposals  which 
you  had  brought  before  them,,  for  supplying  deficiencies  in  the  AboHtion  Act, 
and  for  the  obtaining  uniformity  in  the  distribution  of  the  hours  of  labour ;  and 
in  my  despatch.  No.  176,  of  the  31st  of  last  month,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
issuing  such  instructions  as  had  become  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the 
Assembly  having  failed  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  session  of  1836,  respecting  amendments  in  the  law 
which  governs  the  valuation  of  apprentices  for  the  purchase  of  their  discharge. 

In  my  despatch.  No.  99,  of  the  25th  of  May  of  this  year,  T  desired  that  the 
Assembly  should  be  called  on  to  exempt  the  apprentices  fpom  the  operation  of 
certain  enactments  respecting  vagrants.  I  have  yet  to  learn  whether  this  appli* 
cation  has  shared  the  fate  of  those  previously  enumerated. 

It  is  with  serious  regret  and  concern  that  I  have  found  myself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  reverting  thus  specifically  to  a  succession  of  ineflectual  attempts  to  obtain 
requisite  amendments  of  the  law  in  Jamaica ;  but  the  continual  recurrence  of 
abuses,  to  the  prevention  of  which  many  of  those  attempts  were  directed,  impe- 
ratively requires  that  I  should  discharge  myself  of  the  responsibility  which  would 
attach  to  me,  if  I  did  not  once  more  convey  through  you  to  the  Assembly  of 
Jamaica  an  earnest  exhortation  that  they  will  not  allow  the  period  of  apprentice- 
ship to  expire  without  anything  being  effectually  done  by  their  own  intervention, 
to  mitigate  grievances  which,  while  they  must  exasperate  the  minds  of  the 
apprentices,  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  serious  injury  to  the  future  interests 


of  their  employers. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelff. 


—  No.  69.— 


(No.  141.) 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.  b., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  King's  House,  20  July  1837, 

In  reporting  upon  the  tranquillity  of  the  island  and  the  general  industry  of 
the  apprenticed  population,  it  gives  me  great  concern  to  inform  your  Lordship 
that  the  negroes  are  suffering  much  from  the  want  of  ground  provisions  in  some 
parishes,  amounting  almost  to  famine. 

This  has  been  the  consequence  of  drought  in  the  beginning  of  the  planting 
season ;  and  though  many  attribute  the  neglect  of  their  provision  grounds  as  the 
cause  of  scarcity,  I  am  of  opinion  it  has  been  principally  owing  to  an  unfortu- 
nate season,  affecting  all  classes. 

By  the  end  of  next  month  the  new-ground  provisions  will  be  available,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  abundance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 
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—  No.  70.  — 

(No.  13.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,   k.c.b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  70.  My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  17  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  great  pleasure  in  reporting  to  your  Lordship  that  the  Chiistmaa 
holidays  have  passed  over  in  perfect  tranquilhty,  and  in  the  best  understanding 
between  masters  and  apprentices  on  all  well-regulated  properties.  Nowhere  has 
there  been  the  least  manifestation  of  combination  against  a  return  to  labour,  even 
where  they  were  unkindly  denied  general  indulgences. 

I  am  delighted  to  say  there  has  been  this  Christmas  a  eonsiderable  de- 
crease of  followers  in  those  disgusting  Bacchanalian  processions  in  the  towns, 
the  remains  of  African  superstition  and  slave  policy,  and  I  attribute  this 
improvement  to  the  increase  of  Christian  knowledge. 

Above  all,  it  is  with  sincere  pleasure  I  point  your  Lordship's  attention  to 
the  great  diminution  of  complaints  in  the  Apprenticeship  Reports.  The  almost 
general  disuse  of  flogging,  and  also  a  milder  system  of  treatment  towards  the 
apprentices,  is  in  progress  by  those  who  are  entitled  to  their  services;  Btill  our 
Abolition  Law  presents  constant  impediments  to  universal  amelioration. 

I  have,  kc. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 
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-  12.  — 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 


JAMAICA. 


—  No.  71.— 
(No.  197.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.  c.  b.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Spanish  Town,  31  October  1837. 

The  sessions  of  the  island  legislature  opened  on  the  24th  instant,  and  I  do 
myself  the  honour  to  annex  hereto,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a  copy  of 
my  speech  on  the  occasion. 

I  have  likewise  the  honour  to  transmit  copies  of  the  several  addresses  of  the 
Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  with  my  replies. 

1  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 


Enclosures  in  No.  71. 


(Wo.  1.) 
The  Governor's  Opening  Speech. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

The  important  events  which  have  occuired  in  our  parent  coimtry  since  I  last  met  the 
legislature  induced  me  to  lose  no  time  in  appealing  to  tne  constituency  of  the  island ;  and 
I  have  DOW  great  pleasure  in  meeting  this  General  Assembly  on  the  earliest  day  consistent 
with  the  public  welfare  and  your  convenience. 

The  people  of  Jamaica,  yielding  to  no  class  of  subjects  in  loyalty,  will  mourn  the  loss  of 
a  Sovereign  who  had  attacned  himself  to  the  colony  from  his  early  youth,  and  who  remained 
during  his  eventful  reis^n  warmly  animated  by  the  most  anxious  wishes  for  its  prosperity 
and  welfare.  You  will,  1  am  persuaded,  participate  in  those  universal  feelings  of  sorrow 
occasioned  by  his  death,  and  m  the  severe  affliction  which  has  thus  overtaken  his  amiable 
consort. 

By  this  bereavement  Providence  has  called  to  the  throne  of  her  ancestors  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  Queen  Victoria,  whose  accession  has  been  hailed  by  the  loyal  devotion  of  all 
classes  of  her  subjects,  estimated  by  the  virtues  which  adorn  her  character,  and  favour  the 
auspices  of  a  glorious  and  happy  reign. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 
I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunities  of  laying  before  you  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  with  regard  to  the  office  of  Receiver-general,  and  their  suggestions  respectmg 
our  whole  prison  system,  and  the  future  disposal  of  convicts.     I  shall  resort  with  confidence 
to  you  for  such  supplies  as  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  public  service. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 

On  my  first  meeting  the  legislature,  I  brought  such  subjects  to  their  notice  as  I  consi- 
dered of  paramount  importance;  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  last  session  an 
anxious  desire  on  your  part  to  improve  the  religious  condition  of  the  Negro  population. 
Subsequent  experience  in  your  local  affairs  has  not  diminished  my  confidence  on  that  and 
other  subjects,  particularly  that  you  will  receive  from  me,  with  your  usual  liberality,  such 
suggestions  as  I  may,  in  the  course  of  the  sessions,  have  to  propose  to  you  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  future  mterests  of  masters  and  apprentices,  so  as  to  remove  those  frequent 
causes  of  coUision  which  now  disturb  the  well-working  of  the  system.  I  know  of  nothing 
so  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony  as  to  soften  down  any  defects  or  injurious  practice 
of  the  law,  as  the  means  of  securing  the  successful  transition  of  apprenticeship  to  unre- 
stricted fi*eedom. 

The  details  of  these  matters  are  too  minute  to  trouble  you  with  here,  but  they  will  form 
subjects  of  distinct  appeal  to  your  calm  consideration. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  drought  under  which  the  island  suffered  so  many  months,  and 
the  consequent  scarcity  of  provisions  amongst  the  labouring  classes,  I  am  happy  in  being  able 
to  record  my  testimony  to  the  orderly  and  peaceable  demeanour  of  our  peasantry ;  and 
I  trust  in  Providence  that  the  present  favourable  season  will  fully  realize  tne  promises  of 
abundance. 

I  look  forward  with  pleasure,  gentlemen,  that  all  your  deliberations  will  be  directed  to  the 
general  welfare,  and  that  you  vml  be  desirous  to  aid  in  those  objects  of  liberal  policy  which 
influence  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  furtherance  of  the  momentous  changes  now  in 
progress. 
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(No.  2.) 
"  Jamaica,"  Ss. 
To  his  Excellency  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  Knight  Commander  of  the  Most  Honourable 
Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Grami  Cross  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Order 
a  Lieutenant-Genei-al  in  Her  Majesty ^s  Land  Forces,  and  Colonel  of  the  40th 
Regiment  of  Foot,  Captain-General,  Governor  in  Chief,  and  Commander  of  the 
Forces  in  and  over  Her  Majesty's  Island  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the  Territories  thereoa 
depending  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vioe-Admiral  of  the  same,  &c.  &c. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Council. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We,  the  Council  of  Jamaica,  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  our  thanks  for  the  Speech 
with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  open  the  present  session ;  and  we  acknowledge  your 
Excellency's  assembling  the  legislature  on  a  day  consistent  Tvith  the  public  Welfeiire  and  our 
convenience. 

We  are  fully  aware  that  the  people  of  Jamaica,  yielding  to  no  class  of  subjects  in  loyalty, 
do  most  sincerely  mourn  the  loss  of  a  Sovereign  who  had  so  remarkably  attached  himself  to 
the  colony,  and  who  remained  so  warmly  animated  for  its  prosperity  and  welfare  during 
his  eventful  reign;  and  we  beg  leave  to  tender  our  heartfelt  participation  in  those  feelings  of 
sorrow  occasioned  by  his  death,  and  for  the  severe  affliction  which  has  thus  overtaken  his 
amiable  consort 

Under  so  great  a  calamity  our  consolation  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  accession  of  our 
most  gracious  Queen  Victoria  to  the  throne  of  her  ancestors,  which  has  been  hailed  by  the 
loyal  devotion  of  her  subjects,  thus  truly  estimathig  the  virtues  which  adorn  her  character, 
and  which  are  auspicious  of  a  glorious  and  a  happy  reign. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  the  Council  continue  animated  by  the  most 
anxious  desire  to  improve  the  religious  condition  of  the  Negro  population,  and  that  any 
suggestions  your  Excellency  may  1^  pheased  to  make  to  them  on  that  or  any  other  subject 
shall  receive  their  best  attention,  confident  that  the  future  interests  of  master  and  apprentice 
can  only  be  secured  by  removing  those  causes  of  collision  which  may  disturb  the  present 
working  of  the  system,  and  by  remedying  any  defects  in  the  law,  endeavoor  to  secure  so 
desirable  an  end  as  the  successful  transition  from  apprenticeship  to  unrestricted  freedom. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  from  your  Excellency  that  the  conduct  of  our  peasantry  has  been 
so  orderly  and  peaceable  during  the  severe  drought  under  which  this  island  has  suffered; 
And  we  trust  in  Providence  our  present  promises  of  abundance  may  be  realized. 

We  assure  your  Excellency  that  all  our  deliberations  shall  be  directed  towards  securing 
the  general  welfare ;  and  the  Council  are  most  anxious,  in  attaining  that  object,  to  aid  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  furthering  the  important  changes  now  in  progress. 

Passed  the  Council  Uiis  26th  day  of  October  1837. 

(signed)         W.  G.  Steuxxrt,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

(True  copy.) 

T.  R,  Warrertj  Secretary. 


(No.  3.) 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
I  RETURN  you  my  best  thanks  for  your  address,  and  <br  the  assurances  it  contains  of  your 
readiness  to  receive  any  suggestions  I  may  have  to  make  to  you  during  the  session. 

I  am  confident  of  your  support  in  aiding  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  accomplish  the 
great  and  important  change  now  in  progress,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  aim  of  all 
our  labours — the  general  welfare  and  prosperity  of  this  valuable  colony. 


(No.  4.) 

Wb,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  thank  your 
Excellency  for  your  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  and  we  duly  appreciate  the 
consideration  evinced  by  your  Excellency  in  convening  this  General  Assembly  on  the  earliest 
day  consistent  with  the  public  welfare  and  our  convemence. 

Animated  as  we  ever  were  with  the  warmest  feelings  of  loyalty  to  his  late  Majesty,  we 
join  your  Excellency  with  great  sincerity  in  mourning  the  loss  of  a  Soverei^  who  had 
attached  himself  to  the  colony  from  his  early  youth,  and  who  manifested  during  his  eventful 
reign  his  deep  anxiety  for  its  prosperity  and  welfare.  We  cannot,  therefore,  but  participate 
in  those  universal  feelings  of  sorrow  occasioned  by  his  death,  and  in  the  severe  affliction 
which  has  thus  overtaken  his  amiable  consort. 

While  we  deplore  the  demise  of  our  late  King,  it  is  to  .us  a  source  of  consolation  that 
Providence  has  called  to  the  throne  of  her  ancestors  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  Queen 
Victoria,  whose  accession  has  been  hailed  by  the  loyal  devotion  of  all  classes  of  her  subjects, 
and  whose  virtues  form  the  auspices  of  a  glorious  and  happy  reign. 

The 
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Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentleirien  of  the  Assembly, 

I  THANK  you  most  heartily  for  your  address,  and  for  the  assurances  it  contains  of  your 
readiness  to  receive  any  suggestions  I  may  have  to  offer  for  your  consideration  during  the 
session. 

I  am  confident  of  your  support  in  aiding  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  accomplish  the 
great  and  important  change  now  in  progress,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  aim  of  all 
our  labours-~the  general  welfare  of  the  colony ;  and  have  the  firmest  reliance  on  your  zeal 
and  industry  in  advancing  such  measures  as  in  your  wisdom  you  may  deem  conducive  to 
its  prosperity. 
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The  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  regard  to  the  office  of  the  Receiver-general       JAMAICA, 
shall  have  our  best  attention ;  and  their  suggestions  respecting  our  prison  system,  and  the  ' 

future  disposal  of  convicts^  shall  obtain  that  consideration  which  matters  of  such  importance 
demand. 

We  always  have  been,  and  are  still  ready  and  willing,  as  far  as  the  limited  resources  of 
the  colony  will  permit,  to  furnish  the  requisite  means  lor  the  public  service.  We  cannot, 
however,  avoid  expressing  our  disappointment  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  have 
disallowed  the  Act  passed  last  session  laying  a  duty  on  imports.  The  House,  under  the 
altered  circumstances  of  the  colony,  had  confidently  looked  forward  to  this  legitimate  source 
of  revenue  as  one  of  the  principal  means  for  the  future  support  of  the  government. 

We  are  anxious,  as  we  ever  have  been,  to  improve  the  religious  condition  of  the  N^ro 
population,  and  we  trust  that  the  continued  experience  of  your  Excellency  in  our  loc^ 
affairs  will  in  no  way  diminish  that  confidence  which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
express  towards  us.  All  suggestions  which  your  Excellency  may  deem  it  necessary  to  make 
during  the  present  session  shall  meet  with  our  attentive  consideration,  and  we  beg  to  assure 
your  Excellency  the  most  liberal  construction  shall  always  be  put  upon  them. 

We  regret  that  any  collision  to  disturb  the  relations  between  master  and  apprentice 
should  have  arisen,  and  we  concur  in  the  opinion  of  your  Excellency,  that  nothing  is  so 
important  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony  as  to  soften  down  any  defects  or  injurious  practice  of 
the  law  as  the  means  of  securing  a  successful  transition  from  apprenticeship  to  unrestricted 
freedom. 

In  adding  our  testimony  to  the  generally  peaceable  demeanour  of  our  peasantry  during 
the  scarcity  of  provisions  occasioned  by  the  late  drought,  ^e  sincerely  join  your  Excellency 
in  the  hope  that  the  recent  favourable  seasons  may  fully  realize  the  promises  of  abundance. 

Your  Excellency  may  rely  that  our  deliberations  flhall  be  directed  to  the  general  welfare, 
and  that  we  shall  at  all  times  be  ready  to  aid  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  such  objects  of 
liberal  policy  as  may  appear  in  our  judgment  calculated  to  meet  the  momentous  changes 
now  in  progress. 

Passed  the  Assembly,  this  26th  day  of  October  1837. 

(signed)         /?.  Barrett,  Speaker. 


(No.  ,99-)  -No.  72.- 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smithy  k.c.b.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Jamaica,  Spanish  Town,  2  November  1837.  No,  72. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  proposals  for  the  amendment  of  Governor's  Me*- 
oertain  clauses  of  the  Abolition  Law,  materially  bearing  on  the  welfare  of  the  sage, 
apprentices,  which  your  Lordship  will  find  alluded  to  in  my  opening  address  to 
the  legislature. 

The  proposals  were  laid  before  the  House  of  Assembly  the  day  before  yester- 
day ;  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  their  reply  as  soon  as  received. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 
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Enclosure  in  No,  72. 

Sir  Lionel  Smih*s  Message  to  the  Assembly. 
Mr.  Speaker, 
I  AM  commanded  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  lay  before  the  house  the  saggettions 
alluded  to  in  his  late  address,  on  which  he  is  desirous  to  recommend  amendments  to  sueh 
of  the  laws  or  practices  as  have  beeri  found  by  the  records  of  the  special  magistrates  the 
principal  causes  of  complaints  among  the  apprentices,  and  of  consequent  collision  between 
the  planters  and  magistrates. 

In  these  suggestions,  his  Excellency  proposes  nothing  which  can  materially  tend  to  increase 
expenses  not  already  established  by  laws  or  usa^e. 

Prudent  and  humane  planters  have  already  adopted  what  is  recommended,  and  their  pro- 
perties present  the  good  working  of  this  system  in  peace  and  industry^  without  their  resort- 
mg  to  the  authority  of  the  special  magistrates ;  but  there  are  other  properties  where  neither 
the  law  of  apprenticeship  noi*  the  usages  of  slavery  have  been  found  sufficient  to  guard  the 
rights  of  the  apprentices. 

Ist.  The  magistrates'  reports  show  that  on  some  estates  the  apprentices  have  been  deprived 
of  cooks  and  water-carriers  while  at  work  in  the  field ;  thus  the  time  allowed  for  breakfast, 
instead  of  being  a  period  of  rest,  is  one  of  continued  labour,  as  they  have  to  seek  for  fuel  and 
to  cook. 

The  depriving  them  of  water-carriers  is  still  more  injurious,  as  the  workmen  are  not 
allowed  to  quit  their  rows  to  obtain  it.  Both  these  privations  are  detrimental  to  the  planter*s 
work. 

2d.  A  law  seems  wantins^  to  supply  the  estates'  hospitals  with  sufficient  attendants  on  the 
sick  apprentices,  as  well  as  for  the  supply  of  proper  food,  as  they  cannot  depend  on  their  own 
grounds  whilst  unable  to  leave  the  hospitals.  The  16th  clause  of  the  Abolitioa  Law  has 
not  been  found  strong  enough  to  secure  these  necessary  attentions  to  the  sick. 

dd.  In  re^rd  to  jobbers,  more  exposed  to  hardships  than  any  other  class,  a  law  i^  greatly 
required,  allowing  them  the  distance  they  may  have  to  walk  to  their  work,  at  the  nute  of 
three  miles  an  hour,  and  for  compelling  the  parties  hiring  them  to  supply  them  with  salt  food 
and  meal.  Their  grounds  are  oftentimes  so  many  miles  distant  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
supply  themselves ;  hence  constant  complaints  and  irregularities. 

4th.  The  mothers  of  six  children  and  upwards,  pregnant  women,  and  the  aged  of  both 
sexes,  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  a  law  enforcing  the  kind  treatment  which  they 
received  in  slavery,  but  which  is  now  considered  optional,  or  is  altogether  avoided  on  many 
properties. 

5th.  Nothing  would  tend  more  to  promote  general  contentment  and  repress  the  evils  of 
comparative  treatment  than  the  issue  of  "  fish'  as  a  right  by  law.  It  was  aa  indulgence  in 
slavery  seldom  denied,  but  on  many  properties  is  now  withheld,  or  given  for  extra  labour 
instead  of  wages. 

6th.  His  Excellency,  during  the  last  session,  had  the  honour  to  address  a  messj^  to  the 
house  for  a  stronger  definition  of  working-time.  The  clause  of  the  Act  in  aid  expresses  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  regulate  "  uniformity"^  of  labour ;  but  in  practice 
there  is  still  a  j^reat  diversity  of  system ;  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Crown  considers  the  Act  in 
aid  binding.  The  special  magistrates  cannot,  therefore,  adjudicate  on  disputes  of  tabo«r 
under  the  eight-hours'  system,  and  the  consequences  have  been,  continual  complaints  and 
bickerings  between  the  magistrates  and  managers,  and  discontent  among  the  apprentices,  by 
comparison  of  the  advantages  which  one  system  presents  over  the  other. 

7th.  If  your  honourable  house  would  adopt  some  equitable  fixed  principle  for  the  value 
of  apprentices  desirous  of  purchasing  their  discharge,  either  by  ascertained  rates  of  weekly 
labour,  or  by  fixed  sums,  according  to  their  trades  or  occupations,  which  should  not  be  ex- 
ceeded, and  allowing  the  deduction  of  one -third  from  the  extreme  value  for  the  coatingexKaes 
of  mainten^ce,  clouiing,  medical  aid,  risks  of  life  and  health,  it  would  greatly  tend  to  set  at 
rest  one  cause  of  coitstant  disappointment. 

In  proportion  as  the  term  01  apprenticeship  draws  to  a  close,  the  demands  for  the  sale  of 
their  services  have  generally  increased. 

It  is  in  the  hope  that  the  honourable  house  will  be  disposed  to  odbrce  a  more  general 
system  of  equal  treatment  tibat  his  Excellency  now  circnmsfcantially  represenls  what  hfiTe 
lieen  the  most  common  causes  of  complaint  and  discontent  among  thd  apprentices  ;  and  the 
island  is  subject  to  the  reprbach  that  the  Negroes  in  some  respects  are  now  in  a  worse  conr- 
dition  than  they  were  in  slavery. 

(True  copy.)  &  M.  Worran. 


/AT  \  —  No.  73.  — 

(No.  197.) 

No.  73.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  Z.  Smith,  k.c.b. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  29  December  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  199,  of  the  2d  November,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  your  proposals  for  the  amendment  of  certain  clauses  of  the  Abolition 
Law  of  Ja  m     ;   materially  bearing  on  the  welfare  of  the  apprentices,  and  which 

had 
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had  been  generally  alluded  to  in  your  address  to  the  legislature  at  the  com-       JAMAICA, 
mencement  of  its  present  session. 

As  I  have  as  yet  received  no  information  of  the  spirit  in  which  vour  sugges- 
tions were  received,  I  limit  myself  at  present  to  an  expression  of  my  earnest 
hope  that  the  legislature  will  evince  its  sincere  desire  to  co-operate  with  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  the  removal  of  those  defects  which  experience  has  dis- 
covered in  the  Abolition  Law  of  Jamaica,  by  a  cordial  acquiescence  in  the 
proposals  which  you  have  felt  it  your  duty  to  submit  to  them, 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Otenelg. 


—  No.  74.  — 

(No.  208.) 

Exthacp  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  No.  74. 

Lord  Glenelg,  dated  Spanish  Town,  13  November  laa?. 

Your  Lordship  will  not  be  surprised  that  the  agitation  of  the  apprenticeship 
question  in  England,  founded  on  Joseph  Sturge's  hasty  visit  to  Jamaica,  occa- 
sioned considerable  anxiety  among  the  planters  whether  it  would  be  continued 
or  removed. 

Your  Lordship  saw  that  I  cautiously  avoided  any  allusion  to  such  a  question 
in  my  speech  on  the  opening  of  the  session  ;  but  it  was  taken  up  in  the  house 
very  early,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  Jamaica  Gazette, 
debates^  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  terminated  in  the  imprudent  resolution  of  aS  October  1837I 

shutting  out  every  further  discussion  on  the  subject,  emanating  from  whatever  — ' — 

quarter  it  might. 

I  believe  all  parties  would  be  glad  to  abandon  the  system  to-morrow  for  fur- 
ther compensation.  When  asked  my  opinion  on  that  subject,  I  have  deprecated 
its  absurdity,  because  I  felt  convinced  no  ministry  could  go  to  Parliament  for  an 
additional  grant  towards  Negro  freedom ;  or  would  it,  in  my  opinion,  be  desi- 
rable, if  we  could  get  the  local  Abolition  Law  revised  and  improved.  As  it  stands, 
I  denounce  it  the  worst  law  of  all  the  late  slave  colonies. 

I  am  happy  to  assure  your  Lordship,  that  amidst  a  great  deal  of  oppression 
over  the  Negroes,  which  I  cannot  always  control  and  punish,  still  the  great 
mass  of  our  population  are,  I  thank  God,  going  on  peaceaoly,  and  your  Lordship 
may  rely  on  my  constant  exertions  to  protect  them  in  all  their  just  rights. 


—  No.  76.— 
(No.  222.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  k.  c.  b.,  to  .^^ 

Lord  Gknelg,  dated  Spanish  Town,  24  November  1837.  ^^'  T^' 

Referring  your  Lordship  to  the  messages  which  I  early  sent  to  the  present 
House  of  Assembly,  in  view  to  the  correction  of  certain  clauses  of  the  Abolition 
Law  bearing  oppressively  upon  the  apprentices,  I  am  sorry  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  I  have  no  hope  left  that  they  will  correct  the  evils  I  exposed  to 
them  to  ensure  more  just  laws  for  the  remaining  apprenticeship. 

Your  Lordship  will  see  that  I  cannot  report  officially  on  the  subject  till  I  get 
the  official  answer,  but  I  thought  it  desirable  to  give  your  Lordship  the  earliest 
information  on  what  I  am  assured  will  be  the  fete  of  my  anxious  endeavours  to 
have  the  laws  ameliorated,  that  your  Lordship  may  make  up  your  mind,  and 
instruct  me  for  my  further  guidance,  when  the  subject  is  brought  before  you  in 
a  more  tangible  shape 
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RETURN  of  the  Number  and  l^fiect  of  the  Riromns  or  Punubmints,  receiyed  by  the  Governor  of  JofRotra  from  the  Special  Magistralti, 

fipom  the  1st  May  to  the  31st  of  July  1887. 


Total 

Total 

Number  of 

Punish- 

Proportion 

Total  Number  or  Males 
Punished. 

Total 

The 
Average 

The 
Maximum 
Number  of 

The 
Maximum 

Number  of 

ments 
inflicted 

percent 
of 

Number 

Number  of 
Stripes 

Stripes 

inflicted  in* 
any  one 
Case  of 

Punishment 
by 

Whipping. 

of  Severity 

The  Maiinmnof 

• 

Date. 

Apprentices 
throughout 
the  Island. 

under  the 
authority  of 

Special 
Magistrates 
throughout 

the  same. 

Punish- 
ments 
to 

Appreutices. 

By 

Whipping. 

Otherwise 

than  by 

Whipping. 

of 
Females 
punished. 

inflicted  in 

Cases  of 

Punishment 

by 
Whipping. 

in  any  one 

Case  of 

Punishment 

byCon- 

finemenU 

Severity  in  anjodtt 
ModeofPuaiilimat. 

1837: 

May       - 

237,190 

1,997 

i 

282 

866 

860 

26 

60 

3mon^ 

-- 6  months  treadoil 

, 

alternate  dsyi.  (or  11 

< 

minutei  eack  in. 

a 

June      - 

263,260 

2,100 

i 

140 

064 

1,006 

20 

39 

1  monUi> 

--  3  month!  bud  h. 

<' 
^ 

bour,  borne  of  ttm> 
tion. 

»^ 

July       . 

2A2,898 

1,896 

i 

176 

849 

870 

20 

60 

1  month  - 

-  -  3  months  kom  of 
oonectioDt  and  psil 

August  - 

245,806 

1,188 

i 

106 

686 

498 

26 

89 

8  months 

&°£ys  treadnfl. 
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No.  a. — Jamaica. — An  Act  to  Organize  a  Police. — Passed  18  December  1837  •        -        -    p.  33^ 

No.  3. — Jamaica.— An  Act  for  the  Classification  of  the  Apprenticed  Labourers.— Passed  4  March 
1B37      - p.  339 

No.  4*— JAMAiCA.»-An  Act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  period  an  Act^  intituled,  ^^  An  Act  for 
the  further  Regulation  of  the  Service  and  Execution  of  Process,  and  the  Returns  thereof, 
and  rendering  the  Duty  of  Jurors  more  equal;  for  empowering  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  to  grant  Special  Juries ;  for  granting  a  daily  Subsistence  to  Crown  Witnesses 
confined  in  Gaol  for  want  of  Security,  and  for  otlier  purposes;"  and  to  amend  the 
22d  Clause  of  the  said  Act,  and  to  legalize  the  Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown.—- 
Passed  17  December  1836         -....--..p.  340 
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JAMAICA. 


Colonial  Laws. 
Appendix,  No.  1. 

No.  3,239. 

Preamble. 

The  Governor  to 
form  a  police  as 
herein  described. 


Schedule  of  police 
stations. 


Appendix,  No.  1. 

Enclosure  in  Governor  Sir  L,  Smith's  Despatch,  30  December  1836.     No.  1. 

7  Will.  IV.  c.  23. — AN  ACT  to  organize  a  Police.— Passed  17  December  1836. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  continue  a  Police :  Be  it  therefore  eaacted,  by  the  Go¥erBor, 
Council  and  Assembly  of  this  your  Majesty's  Island  of  Jamaica,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
and  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  administering  the 

fovemment  of  this  island  for  the  time  being,  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  form  a 
Wice,  with  an  establishment  as  follows;  viz.  11  Inspectors,  with  a  salary  of  500/.  per 
annum,  in  full  of  pay  and  all  other  contingencies  ;  36  Serjeants,  at  100  Z.  per  annum,  mrall 
of  pay  and  rations ;  36  Corporals,  at  a  salary  of  75  /.  per  annum,  in  full  of  pay  and  rations; 
and  436  Privates,  at  20  s.  per  week,  in  full  of  pay  and  rations ;  the  clothing  for  Serjeants, 
corporals  and  privates  not  to  exceed  3i.  per  annum;  medicine  and  medical  attendance  on 
Serjeants,  corporals  and  privates  not  to  exceed  one  pistole  each  per  annum. 

And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  number  of  stations  for  the  said 
police  for  each  parish  shall  be  according  to  the  following  Schedule ;  the  T«ft  for  each  and 
every  station  in  any  of  the  said  parishes  not  to  exceed  70  L  per  annum. 

SCHEDULE. 


PARISHES. 


t  Number 
StalionsJ       of 

Stations, 


St.  Thomas-in-the  Cast 

Pordand    -        -        - 
9t.  George 

St.  Mary  ... 

St.  Ann     -         .        - 

Trelawney 

St.  James  ... 

Hanover    -        .        - 

Westmorland 

St.  Elizabeth      - 

Manchester 

Vere 

Clarendon  ... 

St.  John     ... 
St.  Thomas-in-the-Vale 
St.  Catherine     - 
St.  Dorothy 

St.  Andrew 

St.  David  ... 

Port  Royal 


r  No.  1 

I    -   2 

1-3 


I 


2 

1 

2 

1 
1 

1 

1 

2 

1 
2 


No.  1 

-  2 
No.  1 

-  2 

-  3 
No.  1 

-  2 

-  3 
No.  1 

-  2 
No.  1 

-  2 
No.  1 

-  2 
No.  1 

-  2 
No.  1 

-  2 
No.  1 

-  2 

No.  1 

-  2 


No.  1 

-  2 

No.  1 

-  2 


Ser- 
jeants. 


Cor- 
porals. 


Pnvutes. 


Inspec- 
tors. 


12  > 

"1 
"J 


12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 


St  Thomas-in.tbe-Eatt 


P«rtbBd  and  St.  George. 


St.  Mary. 


St.  Ann. 


Trelawney  and  St.  James. 


Hanover  &c  Westmorland. 


-  -  St.  Elizabeth  and  Man- 
chester. 

Vere  and  Clarendon. 

St.  John  and  St.  Thomas- 
in- the- Vale. 

St.  Catherine  and  St.  Do- 
rothy. 

--  St.  Andrew,  St  David 
and  Port  Royal. 


And 
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Afid  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  functioiui  of  Governor  for  '^^^  Governor  to 
the  time  being,  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Receiver-general  for  such  sum  or  fttuufl  as  saay  ^^^^  "^^  ^^^  '^^' 
become  necessary  for  procuring  barrack  accommodation  for  the  use  of  the  said   police,  not  c^'^er-general  for 
exceeding  the  sum  of  70  L  for  each  station.  the  expense  of 

datioD,  oot  exceeding  joL  for  each  station. 

And  be  it  enacted,  and  the  Goveinor,  or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor,  is  Governor  to  ap- 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  audit  the  accounts  and  point  an  auditor; 
conduct  the  correspondence  connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  police,  at  a  salary  of 
300  /.  per  annum. 

And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the   functions  of  and  lo  frame  rules 
Governor,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  frame  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  and  regulations, 
as  to  him  shall  seem  proper  for  g^iving  effect  to  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and  for  securing 
the  discipline  of  the  police :  Provided  that  under  such  rules  and  regulations  no  corporal  Proviso, 
punishment  shall  be  inflicted,  nor  shall  any  sentence  extend  to  death,  transportation,  or  That  no  corporal 
imprisonment  to  hard  labour   in  tlie  house  of  correction  for  any  period  exceeding  three  punishment  shall 
months.  be  inflicted,  nor 

any  sentence  extend  to  death,  or  transportation,  or  imprisoninent  exceeding  three  months. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every  inspector,  serjeant,  corporal,  wid  private  of  police  Oath  to  be  taken 
so  appointed  or  enlisted,  shall  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  or  enlistment  take  the  follow-  by  the  police, 
ing  oath  before  any  of  His  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace : 

'*  I,  A.  J&.,  do  swear  that  I  will  well  and  truly  serve  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in  the 
office  of  constable  and  policeman,  without  favour,  affection,  malice  or  iil*-will ;  that 
I  will  see  and  cause  His  Majesty's  peace  to  be  kept  and  preserved,  and  that  I  will 
prevent  to  the  best  of  my  power  all  offences  against  the  same ;  juid  that  while  I  shall 
continue  to  hold  the  said  office  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowledge,  discharge 
all  the  duties  thereof,  in  the  execution  of  warrants  and  otherwise,  faithfully,  according 
to  law.     So  help  me  God." 


Punishment  for  dis- 
obeying orders. 


Magistrates  to 
command  the  ser- 
vices of  the  police. 


And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  of  police,  who 
shall  refuse  to  obey,  or  shall  not  promptly  obey,  any  lawful  command  of  any  officer  or  non- 
commissicmed  officer  of  the  police,  his  superior,  or  any  order  of  any  magistrate  or  special 
magistrate,  or  shall  refuse  to  carry  into  efiect  any  punishment  awarded  by  any  such  magis- 
trate or  special  magistrate,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  a  police-court,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor  for  the  time  being,  shall 
award,  not  exceeding  a  fine  of  10  L  or  three  months  hard  labour  in  the  house  of  correction. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  custos  of  each  parish,  or  any  magistrate  thereof,  holding 
a  general  or  special  commission  of  the  peace,  is  hereby  authorized  to  command  the  services 
of  such  police  whenever  necessary,  and  the  inspector  of  any  parish  or  parishes  in  command 
of  the  said  police  shall  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  attend  tn^eto,  and  comply  with  such 
order,  or  shall  suffer  such  fine  as  a  poUce  court  shall  award,  not  exceeding  50 1.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  police  at  all  times  to  take  up  all  vagrants  or  idle  and  disorderly 
persons  in  the  parish  in  which  they  are  stationed,  and  to  quell  all  riots,  and  disperse  all 
unlawful  meetings. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  poHce,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  Duties  of  such 
apprehend  every  person  and  persons  unlawfully  armed,  or  having  m  his  or  their  possession  police  defined. 
any  arms  or  ammunition,  without  a  warrant  for  that  purpose  from  some  magistrate  of  the 
parish  in  which  such  person  shall  reside,  or  having  in  his  or  her  possession  any  quantity  of 
sugar,  rum,  pimento,  coffee,  or  other  produce,  or  any  canes,  woods,  or  grass,  who  shall  not 
be  able  to  produce  a  permit  from  the  proprietor,  overseer,  or  other  person  in  charge  of  the 
property  whereon  such  produce  was  grown  and  manufactured,  or  otherwise  show  that  he, 
she,  or  they  has  or  have  honestly  become  possessed  of  such  property,  and  to  carry  such 
person  or  persons  so  apprehended  before  any  magistrate  of  the  parish  or  precinct,  who  shall 
detain  such  person  or  persons  until  he  can  associate  with  another  magistrate ;  and  such 
magistrates  so  associated  shall  examine  into  the  matter,  and  upon  conviction  adjudge  the 
party  or  parties  offending  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  20  ?.,  or  in  failure  of 
payment  of  such  fine,  to  commit  such  offender  or  offenders  to  labour  in  the  house  of  cor- 
rection for  a  space  of  time  not  exceeding  three  months :  Provided  always,  in  the  event  of  no 
application  from  the  owners  of  such  produce,  within  five  days,  the  same  to  be  sold  by  order 
of  such  magistrates,  and  one  moiety  of  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  to  the  police  apprehending 
such  parties,  and  the  other  moiety  to  be  appropriated  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  in  which 
smch  condemnation  shall  take  place. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  purchase  or  detain  in  his  possession 
any  arms,  accoutrements,  clothing,  or  other  articles  furnished  to  such  non-commissioned 
officers  or  privates  of  police,  under  this  Act,  such  person  shall,  on  conviction,  before  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  parish  in  which  the  offence  is  committed,  pay  a  fine  not  e^^ceed- 
ing  10/.,  or  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction  for  any  time  not 
exceeding  three  months. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  harbour  any  non-commissioned  officer  And  persons  Lar- 
or  private  of  police  who  may  have  deserted  from  his  station,  or  be  absent  from  duty  without  h^uring  deserters 
leave,  such  person,  on  being  thereof  convicted  before  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^  *  ^"*-'- 
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wounded  in  the 


service. 


Colonial  Laws,      parish  in  which  the  offence  is  committed,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  50  /.,  or  be  impri- 

-- ; —  soned  in  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction  to  hard  labour,  for  any  time  not  excee(W 

Appendix,  No.  i.    three  months.  ^ 

Provision  made  for  ^^j  ^^^  j^  further  enacted,  that  every  Serjeant,  corporal,  or  private  policeman,  who  in  the 
policemen  and  their  execution  of  his  duty  shall  lose  a  limb  or  an  eye,  or  oe  otherwise  wounded  in  actual  duty, 
ami  les  wno  are  so  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  serving  as  a  serieant,  corporal,  or  private  of  police,  shaU 
upon  producing  a  certificate  fi*om  the  inspector  of  the  parish  or  station  to  which  such  poUcel 
man  shall  be  attached,  that  he  is  rendered  incapable  to  serve,  be  allowed  an  annuity  of  25/. 
currency,  to  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-general,  so  long  as  such  person  shall  continue  to  reside 
in  this  island,  and  shall  remaui  unable  to  do  duty  in  the  police ;  and  if  any  serjeant,  con 
poral,  or  private  of  police,  shall  be  killed  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  shall  leave  a 
widow,  or  child  or  children  lawfully  begotten,  his  widow  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  during 
her  widowhood,  at  the  rate  of  25  Z.  per  annum ;  and  in  case  of  her  marriage  or  death,  the 
said  annuity  shall  go  to  such  child  or  children,  until  the  youngest  shall  attain  the  age 
of  14  years;  such  sum  or  sums  to  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-general  into  the  hands  of  toe 
custos  or  senior  magistrate  of  the  parish  in  which  such  widow  or  children  may  be  resident, 
on  the  production  of  a  like  certificate  from  the  inspector  of  the  parish  in  which  such 
widow  or  children  may  be  resident,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  said  widow ;  or  in  case  of  the 
marriage  or  death  of  the  said  widow,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  support  and  maintenance 
of  the  said  child  or  children. 


Governor  em- 
powered to  send, 
and  pay  for  ex- 
presses' on  any 
emergency  or 
alarm. 


All  proceedings 


And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  iunctions  of  Governor, 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  send  expresses  on  any  emergency  or  alarm,  or  othor 
occasion,  to  any  part  of  the  said  island,  and  to  pay  the  persons  employed  in  carrying  such 
expresses  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  pay  which  is  authorized  by  the  0th  ueo.  4, 
c.  14,  for  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates ;  and  such  sums  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Receiver-general  to  the  order  of  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Gfover- 
nor  for  the  time  being. 


.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  appointment,  commission  or  any  other  proceedings  under 

dS^     *^^  ^'^  ^^*  ^''*"  ^  ^""^j^^  *^  ^"^y  ^^^p  '^"^y- 

The  Receiver-  And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Receiver-general  do  and  he  is  hereby  required,  out  of 

general  to  pay  all  any  monies  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  public,  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  Governor,  or 
person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor  for  the  time  beinff,  such  sum  and  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  provided  that  the  Receiver-general  do 
render  and  give  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Accounts,  quarterly,  an  account  or  statement 
of  the  several  sums  of  money  paid  by  him  under  the  order  of  the  Governor  or  person  exer- 
cising the  functions  of  Governor,  drawn  on  him  in  pursuance  of  this  Act. 


sums  under  order 
of  the  Governor. 

Proviso. 

And  to  give  a 

quarterly  account 

of  such  payments  to 

the  cotumissioners  of  public  accounts. 


This  Act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  until 
the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber 1837. 


And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  Act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  31st  day  of  December  in  the 
present  year,  until  tlie  31st  day  of  December  1837,  and  no  longer. 

Passed  the  Assembly  this  16th  day  of  December  1836. 

(signed)        Richard  Barrett^  Speaker. 

Passed  the  Council  this  16th  day  of  December  1836. 

(signed)         W.  G.  Stewart,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

I  consent,  this  17th  day  of  December  1836. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith. 
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Establishment  of 
police  force. 


Appointment  of 
police  stations. 
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Enclosure  in  Governor  Sir  Z.  Smith's  Despatch,  20  December  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  Organize  a  Police. — Passed  18  December  1837. 


No.  3. 


Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  continue  a  police :  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  Grovemor, 
Council,  and  Assembly  of  this  Your  Majesty's  Island  of  Jamaica,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
and  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  Governor  or  person  administering  the 
government  of  this  island  for  the  time  being,  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  form  a 
pohce,  with  an  establishment  as  follows ;  viz.  12  inspectors,  with  a  salary  of  500  L  per 
annum,  in  full  of  pay  and  all  other  contingencies  ;  36  Serjeants  at  105  /.  per  annum,  in  full  of 
pay  and  rations ;  36  corporals  at  a  salary  of  80  /.  per  annum,  in  full  of  pay  and  rations ;  and 
436  privates  at  25*-.  per  week,  in  full  of  pay  and  rations;  the  clothing  for  Serjeants,  corporals, 
and  privates  not  to  exceed  3  /.  per  annum  ;  medicine  and  medical  attendance  on  Serjeants^ 
corporals,  and  privates  not  to  exceed  two  pistoles  per  annum. 

And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  number  of  stations  for  the  said 
police  for  each  parish,  shall  be  according  to  the  following  Schedule ;  the  rent  of  each  and 
every  station  in  any  of  the  said  parishes  not  to  exceed  70  /.  per  annum. 
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PARISHES. 


I  Number 


Ser- 


St.  Thomas-io-the-East 

Portland    -        -         - 
St.  George 

St.  Mary    -        -        - 

St.  Ann     - 

Trdawny  -  -        - 

St  James  -  -        - 

Hatiover    -  -        - 

Westmorland 

St.  Elizabeth  - 

Manchester 

Vere  -        -        - 

Clarendon 

St  John    -        •         - 
St  Thomas-in-the-Vale 

St  Catherine     - 
St.  Dorothy 

St.  Andrew 

St  David  .        -        - 

Port  Royal 


f  I  No- 
ll - 


J!  No.  I 

Ij    -    2 
fiNo.  1 

3<|     -    ^i 
No.  1 

-  2  ' 

3 

1 

2 

1 

-  2 

No.  1 

-  2 

No.  1 

-  2 

No.  1 

-  2 

No.  1 

-  2 


1 


\ 


2 


No. 
No. 


{i°i 


1        !    -         - 

1         1    -         - 

,  /;  No.  i 
1-2 

1 

No.  I 

-     2 


2 


Cor- 
poi 


Privates, 


Inspec- 
tors. 


JAMA[CA. 
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i 


12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12^^! 

12    [ 

1-2  J 
12  \ 

12    I 

12  J 

12V 

12    [\ 
12    f, 
12  J 
12  " 
12 
12 
12 
12 


12  1: 

12   /I 
12    f\ 

isjj 


/: 


1        St.  Thomas-in-the-East. 
Portland  and  St.  George. 
St.  Mary. 
St.  Ann. 

Trelawny  and  St.  James. 
Hanover  and  Westmorland. 

St. Elizabeth  &  Manchester. 

I        Vere  and  Clarendon. 

1        St.  John  and  St.  Thomas- 
ia-the-Vale. 

1        St.  Catherine  &  St.  Dorothy, 
1        St.  Andrew. 

St  David  and  Port  Royal. 


And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Receiver-general  do,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  out  of  any 
monies  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  public,  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  Governor,  or  person 
exercising  the  functions  of  Governor  for  the  time  being,  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act ;  provided  that  the  Receiver-general  do  render 
and  give  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Accounts,  quarterly,  an  account  or  statement  of 
the  several  sums  of  money  paid  by  him  under  the  order  of  the  Grovemor,  or  person  exercising 
the  functions  of  Governor,  drawn  on  him  in  pursuance  of  this  Act. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor  for 
the  time  being,  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Receiver-general  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  may 
become  necessary  for  procuring  barrack  accommodation  for  the  use  of  the  said  police,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  70/.  for  each  station. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  audit  the  accounts  and  con- 
duct the  correspondence  connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  police,  at  a  salary  of  300  L 
per  annum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor, 
be  authorized  and  empowered  to  frame  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  as  to  him 
shall  seem  proper  for  giving  effect  to  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and  for  securing  the  discipline 
of  the  police. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  ma^strates  holding  either  general  or  special  commissions  of 
the  peace  in  their  respective  panshes,  are  hereby  authorized  to  order  on  all  occasions  they 
may  consider  necessary,  the  services  of  the  police,  and  the  inspectors  in  command  of  the 
said  police  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  comply  with  and  to  carry  into  execution 
all  such  lawful  orders  as  they  may  at  any  time  receive  from  such  magistrates,  and  in  failure 
thereof  to  suffer  such  fine,  not  exceding  60  L,  as  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  parish 
or  precinct  in  which  the  offence  was  committed  shall  upon  conviction  award. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  of  police,  who  shall  Punishment  on 

refuse  to  obey,  or  who  shall  notpromptly  obey,  any  such  order  as  aforesaid,  of  any  magis-  policemen  refusing 

trate  or  special  magistrate  of  the  parish  in  which  he  shall  be  stationed,  or  who  shall  not  to  obey  the  orders 

164.  u  u  3  obey  o^  speoial  or 


Receiver-jreneral 
to  pay  to  the 
Governor  such 
sums  as  may  be 
necessary. 

Proviso. 

Governor  em- 
powered to  draw  on 
Receive  r-general 
for  amount  neces- 
sary for  barrack 
accommodation. 
Governor  autho- 
rized to  appoint  a 
person  to  audit 
police  accounts ; 
salary  300  /.  per 
annum. 

Governor  to  frame 
rules  and  regula- 
tions. 

Punishment  on 
inspectoi-s  refusing 
to  obey  the  lawful 
orders  of  magis- 
trates. 
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general  magistrates 
or  their  superior 
officers. 

Policemen  autho- 
rized to  preserve 
the  public  peace. 


Police  to  appre- 
hend persons 
having  stolen  pro- 
duce in  their  pos- 
session. 


Proviso. 

How  produce  to  be 
disposed  of  when 
not  claimed  within 
five  days. 
Proviso. 
Offences  of  an 
aggravated  nature 
to  be  tried  at  the 
quarter  sessions. 
Proviso. 

Apprentices  having 
produce  in  their 
possession  taken 
from  the  premises, 
or  being  the  pro- 
perty of  their 
master  or  employer, 
to  be  handed  over 
to  the  special  justice 


obey  any  lawful  command  of  any  officer,  or  non-commissioned  officer  of  the  police,  hia 
superior,  shall  be  brought  to  trial  in  a  summary  manner,  before  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  parish  in  which  the  offence  shall  be  committed ;  and,  on  conviction,  be  adjudged 
to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  5  /.,  or  punished  by  hard  labour  in  the  house  of  correction  for 
any  period  not  exceeding  30  days. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police,  and  they  are  hereby  recjuired  at 
all  times  to  take  up  all  vagrants,  or  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  and  to  quell  all  riots,  and 
disperse  all  unlawful  meetings,  and  to  apprehend  all  and  every  person  and  persons  unlaw- 
fully armed,  or  having  in  his,  her,  or  their  possession  any  arms  or  ammunition,  without  a 
warrant  for  that  purpose  from  some  magistrate  of  the  parish  in  which  such  person  shall 
reside ;  or  having  in  his,  her,  or  their  possession  any  quantity  of  sugar,  rum,  pimento,  coffee^ 
or  other  produce,  or  any  canes,  wood,  or  grass,  who  shall  not  be  able  to  produce  a  permit 
from  the  proprietor,  overseer,  or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  property  whereon  such 

Eroduce  was  grown  and  manufactured,  or  otherwise  show  that  he,  she,  or  they  has  or  have 
onestly  become  possessed  of  such  property,  and  to  carry  such  person  or  persons  so 
apprehended  before  the  nearest  justice,  who  shall  examine  into  the  matter,  and  upon  con- 
viction adjudge  the  party  or  parties  offending  to  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  5i, 
or  in  failure  of  payment  of  such  fine  to  commit  sucn  offender  or  offenders  to  labour  in  the 
house  of  correction  for  a  space  of  time  not  exceeding  30  days ;  provided  always,  in  the  event 
of  no  application  from  the  owners  of  such  produce  within  five  days,  the  same  shall  be  sold 
by  order  of  such  justice,  and  one  moiety  of  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  to  the  poUce  appre- 
hending such  parties,  and  the  other  moiety  to  be  appropriated  for  the  poor  of  the 
parish  in  which  such  condemnation  shall  take  place ;  provided  also,  that  if  the  justice,  to 
called  upon  to  adjudicate,  shall  consider  the  offence  to  be  of  too  aggravated  a  nature  to  be 
dealt  with  in  such  summary  manner,  he  shall  commit  the  offender  to  be  tried  at  the  quarter 
sessions  of  the  parish  in  which  such  offence  was  committed. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  that  when  and  so  soon  as  it  shall  appear  that  the 
produce  so  found  in  the  possession  of  any  such  offender,  being  an  apprenticed  labouitr 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  this  island,  in  consideration  of 
compensation,  and  for  promoting  the  industry  of  the  mtmumitted  slaves,  and  to  declare  the 
52  Geo.  3,  c.  155,  in  force  in  this  island,  was  taken  from  the  premises,  or  is  the  property  of 
the  owner,  employer  or  person  entitled  to  the  services  of  such  apprenticed  labourer,  then 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  justice  shall  immediately  cease,  and  the  offender  shall  be  hauded 
over  to  the  police,  to  be  carried  before  the  special  justice  of  the  district  to  which  such  ap- 
prenticed labourer  belongs,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

of  the  district. 


The  following  oath       And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every  inspector,  serjeant,  corporal,  and  private  of  police^ 
to  be  taken  on  so  appointed  or  enUsted,  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  or  enlistment,  take  the  fbl- 

entering  the  police,  lowing  oath  before  any  of  Her  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace : 


Form  of  oath. 


Punishment  on 
persons  purchasing 
or  detaining  arms, 
&c.  belonging  to 
policemen. 


Penalty  on  persons 
harbouring  police- 
men. 


Provision  made  for 
disabled  policemen. 


And  for  the  wives 
and  children  of 
such  as  may  be 

killed. 


**  I,  A.  £.,  do  swear  that  I  will  well  and  truly  serve  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen, 
in  the  office  of  constable  and  policeman,  without  favour  or  affection,  maUce  or 
ill-will,  and  that  I  vrill  see  and  cause  Her  Majesty's  peace  to  be  kept  and  preserved, 
and  that  1  will  prevent,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  all  offences  against  the  same,  and  that 
while  I  shall  continue  to  hold  the  said  office,  I  will  at  all  times  carry  into  execution  all 
such  lawful  orders  as  I  may  receive  from  any  magistrate  holding  either  a  general  or 
special  commission  of  the  peace ;  and  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowled^ 
discharge  all  the  duties  thereof,  in  the  execution  of  warrants  and  otherwise,  fiadthfufty, 
according  to  law. — So  help  me  God.** 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  purchase  or  detain  in  his  possession 
any  arms,  accoutrements,  clothing,  or  other  articles  furnished  to  such  non-commissioned 
officers  or  privates  of  police,  under  this  Act,  such  person  shall  on  conviction  before  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  parish  in  which  the  offence  is  committed,  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
10  Z.,  or  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,  for  any  time  not  exceeding 
three  months. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  harbour  any  uon-conimi»- 
sioned  officer  or  private  of  police,  who  may  have  deserted  from  his  station,  or  be  absent  from 
duty  without  leave,  such  person,  on  bein^  thereof  convicted  before  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  parish  in  which  the  offence  is  committed,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  50/^ 
or  be  imprisoned  in  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,  to  hard  labour,  for  any  time 
not  exceeding  three  months. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every  serjeant,  corporal,  or  private  policeman,  who,  in  t1^ 
execution  of  his  duty,  shall  lose  a  limb  or  an  eye,  or  be  otherwise  wounded  in  actual  duty^  *t9 
as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  serving  as  a  serjeant,  corporal,  or  private  of  police,  sha^U, 
upon  producing  a  certificate  from  the  inspector  of  the  parish  or  station  to  which  such  polick^- 
man  shall  be  attached,  countersigned  by  two  known  medical  practitioners,  that  he  is  rei^ 
dered  incapable  to  serve,  be  allowed  an  annuity  of  25  /.  currency,  to  be  paid  by  the  Received- 
general,  so  long  as  such  person  shall  continue  to  reside  in  this  island,  a!nd  shall  remain  u\ 
able  to  do  duty  in  the  police ;  and  if  any  serjeant,  corporal,  or  private  of  police  shall  I 
killed  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  shall  leave  a  widow,  or  child,  or  children,  lawful! 
begotten,  his  widow  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  during  her  widowhood  at  the  rate  of  25 j 
per  annum ;  and  in  case  of  her  marriage  or  death,  the  said  annuity  shall  go  to  such  child 
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cbildreDy  until  the  youngest  shall  attain  the  age  of  14  years ;  such  sum  or  sums  to  be  paid  by 
the  Receiver-general  into  the  hands  of  the  custos  or  senior  ma^strate  of  the  parish  in  which 
such  widow  or  children  may  be  resident,  on  the  production  of  a  like  certificate  from  the  in- 
spector of  the  parish  in  which  such  widow  or  children  may  be  resident,  to  be  by  him  paid 
to  the  said  widow,  or  in  case  of  the  marriage  or  death  of  the  said  widow,  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  child  or  children. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  Governor,  or  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor,  shall 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  send  expresses  on  any  emergency,  or  alarm  or  other  oc- 
casion, to  any  part  of  the  island,  and  to  pay  the  persons  employed  in  carrying  such  expresses, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  pay  which  is  authorized  by  the  6  Geo.  4,  c.  14,  for  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  and  such  sums  shall  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-general  to 
the  order  of  the  Governor,  or  the  person  exercising  the  functions  of  Governor,  for  the  time 
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Governor  em- 
powered to  send 
expresftes  in  case  of 
emergency,  &c. 


^    ,   ,      .     «     ,  ,1  ,  Appointments,  &c. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  appomtment,  commission,  or  any  other  proceedings  under  this  Act, 
under  this  Act,  shall  be  subject  to  any  stamp  duty.  exempt  from  stamp 

duty. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  Act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  31st  day  of  December,  in  the    This  Act  to  be  in 
present  year,  until  the  dlst  day  of  December  1838,  and  no  longer.  force  till  31st  Dec. 

Passed  the  Assembly  this  ICth  day  of  December  1837. 

(signed)         Richard  Barrett,  Speaker. 

Passed  the  Council  this  18th  day  of  December  1837. 

(signed)         W.  G.  Stewart,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

I  consent,  this  18th  day  of  December  1837. 

(signed)        Lionel  Smith. 


Appendix,  No.  3. 

Enclosure  in  Governor  Sir  L.  Smith's  Despatch,  13  March  1837. — No.  5. 

7  Will  IV.  c.  31. — AN  ACT  for  the  Classification  of  the  Apprenticed  Labourers. — 

Passed  4  March  1837. 
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Whereas  doubts  may  in  some  cases  exist  as  to  the  proper  classification  of  prsedial  and  Preamble. 
&<m-pr»dial  apprenticed*  labourers  under  the  fourth  clause  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery  in  this  island,  and  it  is  important  that  such  doubts  should  be  removed ;  be  it 
enacted,  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  of  this  His  Majesty's  Island  of  Jamaica, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  tlie  authority  of  the  same,  that  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  June 
next  ensuing,  the  proprietor,  manager,  or  overseer  of  each  and  every  plantation,  pen,  or 
otiier  settlement,  shall  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  special  justice  of  the  district  a  list  of  the 
apprentices  on  every  such  plantation  who  have  been  classed  as  non-prsedial. 


Proprietors,  &c.  to 
furnish  special 
magistrates  with 
lists  of  prsdials. 


To  be  made  known 
by  such  magistrates 
to  apprentices. 


And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  special  justice  shall,  within  30  days  after  receiving  such 
list,  personally  make  known  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  on  each  such  plantation,  pen, 
or  other  settlement,  through  the  constables  thereon,  or  otherwise,  the  names  ^of  the  persons 
contained  in  each  such  list,  and  fix  a  day,  not  less  than  10  nor  over  30,  when  he  will  a^ain 
TBvisit  such  plantation,  pen,  or  other  settlement,  and  hear  any  further  claims  (if  such  there 
be)  of  any  other  person  or  persons  who  may  consider  themselves  entitled  to  be  classed  as 
non-prsedials. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  special  justice,  with  the  consent 
in  writing  of  the  proprietor  or  his  agent,  to  admit  any  such  claim  so  preferred  if  he  shall  see 
<!ause ;  or  in  case  it  shall  appear  clearly  unsupported,  at  once  to  dismiss  the  same. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  in  case  the  special  justice,  and  the  master  or  his  agent,  shall  dis- 
agree as  to  the  class  to  which  any  such  apprenticed  labourer  shall  properly  belong,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  master  or  his  agent  in  such  case  to  nominate  any  justice  of  the  peace  to 
act  on  his  behalf,  and  that  the  decision  of  such  general  and  special  justice,  or  of  any  third 
person  who  they  may  mutually  agree  to  appoint,  snail  be  final. 

And  be  it  enacted,  that  in  case  such  general  and  special  justices  as  aforesaid  cannot  agree 
in  the  choice  of  a  third  person,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  master  or  his  agent  to  nominate  any 
other  justice  holding  special  commission,  whose  decision  in  the  case  shall  be  final. 

Afid  whereas  on  some  plantations  the  apprentices  have  been  already  classed ;  be  it  enacted.  Classification 

that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  taken  to  apply  to  any  classifications  which  already  agreed 

have  been  mutually  agreed  upon  between  master  and  apprentice,  and  sanctioned  by  a  spe-  upon  to  stand  good* 

cial  justice;  provided  a  record  in  writing  has  been  kept  of  such  classifications,  or  of  which  Proviso, 
proof  shall  otnerwise  be  adduced  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  special  justice. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  as  to  the  classification   of  tradesmen,  from  the  mixed  Classification  of 
character  of  their  employment;  and  whereas  in  the  classifications  which  were  made  under   tradesmen, 
the  instructions  of  the  late  Governor,  plantation  tradesmen  were  classed  as  prs&dials ;  be  it 

154.  u  u  4  enacted, 
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to  dismiss  impro- 
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Three  copies  of 
lisls  of  prffidials  to 
be  nitde  out  and 
disposed  of  as 
directed. 
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enacted  and  declared,  that  all  tradesmen  who  are  in  the  occupation  of  lands  for  their  sup- 
port, and  who  have  had  to  their  own  use  for  the  cultivation  of  such  lands  the  extra  time 
granted  under  the  Abolition  Act  to  the  prsedials,  shall  be  classed  as  prsedials ;  and  that  all 
tradesmen,  whether  in  towns  or  otherwise,  not  allowed  to  occupy  land,  or  who  have  not 
had  such  extra  time  allowed  to  them,  shall  be  classed  as  non-praedials. 

And  be  it  eiiacted,  that  upon  the  list  of  non-praedials  being  ascertained  and  determined  in 
manner  aforesaid,  on  any  plantation,  pen,  or  other  settlement,  the  master  or  his  agent  shall 
cause  three  copies  of  such  list  to  be  made  out,  and  which  it  shall  be  his  duty  and  that  of 
the  special  justice  to  sign,  one  of  such  copies  to  be  kept  by  the  special  justice,  one  by  the 
master  or  agent,  and  the  third  sent  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  vestry  of  the  parish,  who 
is  hereby  required  to  file  the  same  for  future  reference ;  and  a  copy  of  such  list  or  certificate 
so  signed  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  class  to  which  all  and 
every  the  persons  whose  names  are  therein  contained  shall  belong ;  and  also  conclusive' 
evidence  as  against  the  claim  of  any  apprentice  on  any  plantation,  pen,  or  other  settlement 
claiming  to  be  a  non-prsedial,  whose  name  shall  not  appear  in  any  such  list. 

Passed  the  Assembly  this  27th  day  of  February  1837. 

(signed)         Richard  Barrett,  Speaker. 
Passed  the  Council  this  2d  day  of  March  1837. 

(signed)         W.  G.  Stewart,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 
I  consent,  this  4th  day  of  March  1837. 

(signed)         Lionel  Smith 


No.  3,233. 
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Appendix,  No.  4.  AN  ACT  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  period  an  Act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  further 
regulation  of  the  Service  and  Execution  of  Process  and  the  Returns  thereof,  and  render- 
ing the  Duty  of  Jurors  more  equal ;  for  empowering  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  to 
grant  Special  Juries ;  for  granting  a  daily  subsistence  to  (Jrown  Witnesses  confined  in 
Goal  for  want  of  Security,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  to  amend  the  22d  Clause  of  the 
said  Act,  and  to  legalize  the  Fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown. — Passed  17  December 
1836. 

Whereas  by  the  Act  passed  on  the  9th  day  of  June  1836,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  period  an  Act,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  the  fiirther  regula- 
lation  of  the  service  and  execution  of  process  and  the  returns  thereof,  and  rendering  the  duty 
of  jurors  more  e(]^ual ;  for  empowering  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  to  grant  specid 
juries ;  for  granting  a  daily  subsistence  to  Crown  witnesses  confined  in  gaol  for  want  of 
security,  and  for  ouier  purposes/  and  to  amend  the  22d  clause  of  the  said  Act,  and  to  legalize 
the  fees  of  the  Clerk  ot  the  Crown ;"  the  Act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  further  regulation 
of  the  service  and  execution  of  process  and  the  returns  thereof,  and  rendering  the  duty  of 
jurors  more  equal ;  for  empowering  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  to  grant  special  juries; 
for  granting  a  daily  subsistence  to  Crown  witnesses  confined  in  gaol  for  want  of  security, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  22d  day  of  December  1826,  was  revived  and  con- 
tinued in  force  until  the  31st  day  of  December  m  the  present  year  1836,  but  will  expire  on 
that  day;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  Act  should  be  further  continued 
for  the  period  hereinafler  mentioned:  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  Lieutenant-gover- 
nor, Council,  and  Assembly  of  this  island,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  ordained  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  said  Act,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  for  the  further  regu- 
lation of  the  service  and  execution  of  process  and  the  returns  thereof,  and  rendering 
the  duty  of  jurors  more  equal ;  for  empowering  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  to 
grant  special  juries  ;  for  grantmg  a  daily  subsistence  to  Crown  witnesses  confined  in  gaol  for 
want  of  security,  and  for  other  purposes/'  and  every  article,  clause,  matter,  and  thing 
therein  contained,  be  continued,  and  be  and  stand  in  as  fulLforce  and  eiFect  as  if  the  same 
were  hereby  re-enacted,  imtil  the  31st  day  of  December  1837,  and  no  longer. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  demand  and 
take  the  fees  heretofore  payable  to  him  by  common  usage,  and  on  default  of  payment  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Supreme  Court  to  issue  attachment  m  the  same  manner  as  it  lawfully 
may  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the  fees  due  and  payable  to  the  Provost  Marshal-general  of 
this  island. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  Act  may  be  altered,  repealed,  or  amended  during  the  pre- 
sent session. 


The  above  recited 
Act  continued  in 
force  till  31st  Dec. 

1837. 


Clerk  of  (.!rown  to 
demand  fees,  &c. 
as  u;}ual. 


This  Act  may  be 
altered,  &c. 
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IN    EXPLANATION    OF   THE    MEASURES   ADOPTED  BY 
HER  MAJESTY'S  GOVERNMENT, 

FOR    GIVING    EFFECT   TO   THE   ACT 
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ABOLITION    OF    SLAVERY 

THROUGHOUT  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES. 


Part  V. 
BARBADOS  and  BRITISH  GUIANA. 

(2.) 

{In  ContiHuation  of  the  Papers  presented  in  1836, 1836,  1837  and  1838,  Nos.  177,  278  of  1836, 
No.  166.-L  &  II.  of  1836,  No.  621-1.  &  II.  of  1837,  and  No.  I64-I.  o/1838.) 


1838. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed^ 
9  March  1838. 
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SCHEDULE. 


BARBADOS. 


Apprenticeship  of  Children. 

No.  76.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg, 
dated  Government  House,  Barbados,  4  April  1837;  (one  Enclosure)  -         •    p.  1 

No.  77. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  30  June  1837     -        -        -        -        •        -        •        -        -p.  a 

No.  78. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  29  March  1837  ;  (one  Enclosure)        •        -.        -        -         -     p.  a 

No.  79.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M*Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  1  May  1837  -        -         *        -        -        -p.  3 

No.  £0.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  9  May  1837;  (p^^  Enclosure)         -        •        -       p.  4 

No.  81. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  30  June  1837 ;  (two  Enclosures)  -        -        -         -         *       P-  9 

No.  82. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  .T.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart ,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  12  June  1837;  (15  Enclosures)      -         -         -    p.  11 

No.  83. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  31  August  1837         •        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p,ao 

No.  84. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  16  August  1837  •        r        -        •        •        -p.  31 

Special  Magistrates'  Reports. 

No.  85. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  ^o  June  1837  ;  (seven  Enclosures)  -        -        -    p.  22 

No.  86. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
GovemDient  House,  Barbados,  10  July  1837;  (seven  Enclosures)  -        •        -    p.  29 

No.  87.— 'Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  dated 
Downing-street,  14  September  1837    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  34 

No.  88. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  1  September  1837;  (six  Enclosures)        -        -    p.  35 

No.  89. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  24  September  1837;  (seven  Enclosures)  •        -    p*  38 

No.  90. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  14  October  1837;  (seven  Enclosures)      -        -    p.  41 

No.  91. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  28  November  1837  ;  (seven  Enclosures)  •        -    p.  45 

No.  92. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E,  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  18  December  1837;  (seven  Enclosures)  -        •    p.  48 

No.  93. — Extract  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  27  January  1838;  (eight  Enclosures)      -        -     p.  51 

No.  94.~Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  SirE.  J.M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  22  February  1838;  (eight  Enclosures)     -        -    P-  65 

Classification. 

No.  95. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
government  House,  Barbados,  30  December  1837  ;  (two  Enclosures)      -        -    p»  60 

No.  96.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregr)r,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  14  February  1838      -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  62 
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Miscellaneous. 

No.  97.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  dated 
Downing-street,  15  June  1837     -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  63 

No.  98. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  £.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Govemmbnt  House,  Barbados,  20  July  1837         •        -        -        •        -        •    p.  63 

No.  99. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E,  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  14  August  1837         -        -        -        -        -        -        •        -p.  63 

No.  100.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M .  McGregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  20  September  1837        -        •        -        -        -     p.  64 

No.  101.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  33  August  1837;  (three  Enclosures)        •        -     p.  64 

No.  102. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  £.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  14  October  1837        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  67 

No.  103. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  £.  J.M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  24  September  1837        -        -        -        -        -     p.  68 

No.  104. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  23  October  1837         -        •        -        •        -      p.  68 

No.  105. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  21  December  1837;  (two  Enclosures)    -        -       p.d8 

No.  106.^  Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  lo  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart,  dated 
Downing-street,  13  February  1838    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -p.  71 

No.  107. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M .  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
(lovernment  House,  Barbados,  29  January  1838  ;  (one  Enclosure)         -        -       p.  71 

No.  108. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  E.J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  dated 
Downing-street,  31  January  1838  ;  (one  Enclosure)     -        -        -        -        •       p.  72 

No.  109. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Government  House,  Barbados,  6  February  1 838 ;  (one  Enclosure)  -        -      P*  73 
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BRITISH    GUIANA. 


CORBEBPONDENCE  RELATIVE  TO    Mr.   ScOBLE's  INQUIRIES  AND  REPRESENTATIONS. 

No.  lie. — Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg,  dated 
Camp  House,  Demerara,  7  April  1837  ;  (two  Enclosures)    -        •        -        -      p.  77 

No.  111.— Copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.C.Smyth,  Bart,  dated 
^  Downing-street,  19  July  1837  '•         ------p.So 
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PAPERS 


RBLATIMO  TO  THE 


ABOLITION    OF   SLAVERY. 


BARBADOS. 


APPRENTICESHIP  OF  CHILDREN. 


-No.  76.— 


(No.  69.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M,  M'Oregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  4  kptH  1837. 

In  transmitting  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  Act  of  this  island,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  repeal  the  38th  Clause  of  an  Act,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  the  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery,  for  the  Government  of  apprenticed  Labourers,  and  for  ascer- 
taining and  enforcing  the  reciprocal  Duties  between  them  and  their  Employers,' "' 
I  beg  permission  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  recommend  this  enactment  to 
the  favourable  consideration  of  your  Lordship. 

The  clause  sanctioning  the  apprenticeship,  in  certain  cases,  of  free  children  of 
apprenticed  labourers,  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal,  is  viewed  with  jealous 
apprehension  by  the  peasantry ;  and  the  legislature  now  affords  the  strongest 
proof  of  its  being,  upon  that  account,  no  less  objectionable  to  the  proprietors. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  consequently,  that  the  relinquishment  of  a  provision  in  the 
Barbados  Abolition  Act  will  be  authorized  by  his  Majesty*s  Government, 
which,  however  wise  in  its  original  intent,  both  classes  of  persons  practically 
interested  in  its  effects  are  equally  desirous  to  forego. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  76. 


Barbculos. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  the  38th  Clause  of  an  Act,  intituled,  ^' An  Act  for  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  for  the  Government  of  Apprenticed  Labours,  and  for  ascertaining  the  reci* 
procal  Duties  between  them  and  tlieir  Employers.*' 

The  first  clause  of  this  Act  repeals  the  38th  clause  of  the  Act  mentioned  in  the  above 
title.  The  second  clause  of  this  Act  declares,  that  it  shall  not  be  in  force  until  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  shall  be  known. 

The  repeal  of  the  38th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act,  intended  to  be  affected  by  the  above 
law,  has  been  rendered  almost  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  injurious  effects  which  have 
arisen  to  the  free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers,  chiefly  from  erroneous  impressions 
engendered  on  their  minds  as  to  its  real  object ;  they  have  been  made  to  believe  that,  by  the 
terms  of  that  clause,  an  indefinite  prolongation  of  the  apprenticeship  system,  which  they 
were  at  the  same  time  taught  to  consider  as  but  another  name  for  slavery,  was  intended  to 
be  sanctioned ;  and  so  firmly  has  this  feeling  become  rooted  in  their^  minds  that  they  will  not 
permit  their  children  to  be  employed  or  work  for  wages  on  the  different  estates  to  which 
they  are  themselves  attached.  The  result  to  their  children  is  most  lamentable ;  they  are 
being  brought  up  in  a  state  of  absolute  idleness ;  but  little  instruction  is  within  the  reach  of 
the  great  mass  of  them,  and,  although  the  parents  generally  desire  that  their  children  should 
be  educated,  every  attempt  to  accomplish  it,  on  the  part  of  the  employers,  has  been  unsuc- 
cessful, and  every  offer  of  employment  for  them,  from  the  same  quarter,  has  been  rejected, 
and  is  looked  on  as  but  affordmg  evidence  of  an  intention  to  entrap  them  into  a  fresn  state 
of  slavery.  It  was  originally  proposed  to  alter  this  clause  only,  by  taking  away  the  power 
of  apprenticing  for  21  years,  and  declaring  that  no  child  should  be  apprenticed  for  a  IcHiger 
term  than  till  1840 :  and,  I  confess,  I  think  this  would  have  been  the  most  judicious  course, 
154.— II.  A  a^ 
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BARBADOS.     ^  the  provision  for  any  really  destitute  child  would  have  been  preserved.    It  was,  however, 
*— -«  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  because  it  was  thought  (and  perhaps 

rightly)  tiiat  all  infiuits  and  those  children  who  were  unable  to  work  would  be  forthwith 
apprenticed,  in  ^der  to  procure  the  provision  for  maintenance  to  which  they  would  have 
thus  become  entitled ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  this  would  not  have  taken  place  in  a  smgle  instance, 
as  I  believe  that  nothing  would  induce  any  one  of  them  to  apprentice  any  child  foar  a  sinffle 
day,  so  strong  are  their  feelings  on  this  subject ;  and  I  am  warranted  in  this  conclusion  from  Uie 
known  fact  that,  since  August  1834,  only  one  child  out  of  upwards  of  14,000  who  became 
free  on  that  day,  being  under  six  years  of  age,  has  been  apprenticed,  and  that  not  under  the 
d8th  clause,  as  a  destitute  child,  but,  as  I  have  been  most  credibly  informed,  because  it  was 
a  favourite  of  the  employers,  who,  dreading  its  being  taken  from  him,  if  suffered  to  remain 
free,  procured  the  consent  of  its  parents  to  its  apprenticeship,  in  order  that  he  might  retain 
it,unaer  his.own  protection*  This  clause,  therefore,  has  been  wholly  inoperative,  and  its 
repeal  will  tend,  more  than  any  other  measure,  to  remove  those  suspicious  and  erroneous 
impressions  from  the  minds  of  the  parents  of  these  children,  which  offer  such  serious  obsta- 
cles to  dietr  education  and  moral  advancement.  A  suspending  clause  has  been  added  to  the 
Bill,  it  being  deemed  too  important  an  alteration  of  a  principle  of  the  Abolition  Act  to  be 
brought  into  operation  without  the  previous  sanction  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  not- 
withstanding the  clause  itself  has  been  a  dead  letter. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  this  report  is,  for  th^  most  part,  founded  on  evidence  taken  before 
a  joint  committee  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
the  free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers;  the  investigations  of  the  committee  are  not  yet 
completed,  but  the  result  of  their  labours  will  be  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  Government,  in 
the  hope  of  devising,  with  its  concurrence,  a  proper  plan  for  their  education  and  employment, 
and  of  rescuing  so  numerpus  a  class,  destined  to  form  the  great  body  (at  no  distant  day)  cX 
our  labouring  population,  from  the  evils  necessarily  incident  to  a  youth  spent  in  idleness. 

3  April  1837.  (signed)        R.  Boucher  Clarke. 


(No.  39.)  —No.  77.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor 
Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart. 

No.  77,  Sir,  Downing-street,  30  June  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  No.  69,  of 
the  4th  April  last,  transmitting  an  Act  (No.  620)  for  repealing  so  much  of  the 
Colonial  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  as  authorizes  the  apprenticeship  oithe 
children  of  apprenticed  labourers. 

It  appears  from  the  Solicitor-general^s  report  which  accompanied  your 
despatch,  that  the  whole  negro  population  of  the  island  have  unanimously 
opposed  themselves  to  the  apprenticeship  of  their  children,  receiving  it  as 
nothing  else  than  a  contrivance  for  perpetuating  slavery.  Out  of  14,000  chil- 
dren, one  child  only  is  stated  to  have  been  apprenticed,  and  even  in  that  case 
the  employer  was  enabled  to  overcome  the  difficulty  only  by  circumstances  of  a 
very  peculiar  nature. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  colonial  legislature  have  jtidged  it  expedient 
to  repeal  this  part  of  the  Abolition  Act,  with  the  expectation  that,  by  so  doing, 
the  fears  of  the  parents  will  be  quieted  as  to  the  future  freedom  of  ttieir  offspring, 
and  that  they  will  be  induced  to  allow  them  to  work  when  they  can  no  longer 
be  employed  as  apprentices.  Concurring,  as  I  do,  in  the  opinion  which  you  and 
the  Solicitor-general  have  expressed,  that  this  Act,  which  has  a  suspending 
dause,  should  be  allowed,  I  shall  advise  Her  Majesty  in.  Council  to  confirm  it 

I  have,  &C. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


(No.  24.)  —No.  78.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor 
Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart. 

No.  78.  Sir,  Downing-street,  29  March  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  enclosure 

addressed  to  my  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Sir  G.  Grey,  by  Mr.  Fowell  Buxton, 

riepreseriting  that  an  attempt  is  making  by  planters  in  the  island  of  Barbados  to 

force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  the  consent  of  their  parents, 

and 
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and  that  the  Solicitor-general  is  endeavouring  to  prove  that  a  clause  in  one  of     BARBADOS, 
the  local  Acts  will  enable  them  to  eflfect  this  object-  — 

I  have  to  desire  that  you  will  call  on  the  Solicitor-general  for  a  rep<:nrt  upon 
the  facts  alleged  by  Mr.  Buxton*s  correspondent,  Us  Majesty*s  Government 
having  repeat^y  expressed  their  concurrence  in  the  very  decided  opinions  of 
Sir  Lionel  Smith,  that  the  apprenticeship  of  children  ought  not  to  take  place 
except  upon  the  clearest  proof  that  they  cannot  be  adequately  supported  by 
otker  means.  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  instruct  the  Solicitor-general  u> 
act  in  his  public  capacity  on  this  principle,  and  I  will  observe,  that  it  wfll  be 
your  duty  not  to  assent  to  any  law  having  for  its  object  to  give  any  increased 
power  of  compelling  children,  or  their  parents  on  their  behalf,  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts of  this  kind. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Gienelg. 


Enclosure  in  No.  78. 

gj  (Received  a7th  March  1837.) 

I  HAVE  received  a  letter  from  Barbados,  a  copy  of  part  of  which  I  am  desirous  of  laying  before     EocI.  in  No.  7S. 

you,  feeling  sure  that  veil  will  be  as  fully  averse,  as  I  am,  to  the  apprenticeship  of  children  

contrary  to  the  will  01  their  parents,  i  hope  you  will  take  immediate  notice  of  it,  and  send 
out  strict  orders  to  the  West  indies  at  once.  Pray  excuse  my  earnestness  on  this  subject,  as  I 
consider  it  one  of  vital  importance. 

Believe  me,  &c. 
Sir  Gca  Grey,  Bart,  w.p.  T.  F.  Buxton.  ^ 

&c.  Sec.  &c. 


f'  The  planters  in  this  island  are  attempting  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children 
without  the  consent  of  the  parents.  The  Solicitor-general  is  endeavouring  to  prove  that  n 
clause  in  one  of  the  local  Acts,  which  the  Colonial  Office  has  sanctioned,  will  enable  them  to 
effect  this ;  but  in  case  this  meibod  should  fail,  they  intend  to  pass  another  Act. 

**  Every  effort  is  m^de  to  force  the  parents  to  apprentice  the  cnildren,  by  turning, the  infants 
out  of  their  houses  into  the  road,  stoppiijg  the  molasses,  on  which  they  are  parUy  sustained, 
&c. ;  but  though  we  are  told  that  the  number  of  deaths  of  free  children  is  *  frightful  to  relate^' 
yet  we  have  heard  of  only  one  child  in  the  Whole  island  hitherto  apprenticed.  One  ground 
alleged  by  the  Solicitor-general  for  forcmg  the  apprenticesliip  unaer  a  clause  of  the  local 
Ag;^  is,  that  the  parents  do  not  educate  them ! !  liow,  in  the  new  Moravian  schools,  out  of 
];^0  to  180  children,  all  were  free  on  the  1st  of  August  1834,  except  two,  ^and  the  patents  of 
theg^  two  paid  their  paster  am)  owner  for  liberty  to  send  them." 


—  No.  79.-- 
O^To.  88.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  JB.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

Windward  Islands,  Government  House,  Barbados,  No,  79. 

My  Lord,  1  May  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  29th 
March,  No.  24,  in  reference  to  a  representation,  erroneously  communicated  to 
yt>ur  Lordship,  ''  that  an  letttempt  is  making  by  planters  in  the  island  of  Barbados 
to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents." 

With  respect  to  your  Lordship's  observation,  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
have  repeatedly  expressed  their  concurrence  in  the  very  decided  opinions  of  Sir 
Lionel  Smith  upon  the  apprenticeship  of  qhildr^n,  it  may  not  be  inconvenient 
to  quote  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen's  expressions  upon  this  question,  in  a  letter  to  Sir 
Lionel,  of  the  1st  of  January  1835,  as  follows : — 

"  I  am  constrained  to  express  my  own  concurrence  in  the  opinion  that  Par 
liament  have  tendered  to  the  lapprenticed  labourers  the  choice  of  maintaining 
their  own  young  children  by  the  earnings  of  their  leisure  time,  or  of  permitting 
those  children  to  be  bound  out  as  apprentices.  I  therefore  cannot  condemn 
the  local  legislature  for  having  declined  to  increase  the  amount  of  leisure  assigned 
to  the  parents,  in  order  that  such  additional  time  might  be  employed  by  them  to 
rescue  their  children  from  the  apprenticeship.'' 
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BARBADOS.         On  my  ovm  behalf,  I  caimot  more  appropriately  meet  the  injuaction  yom 

Lordship  has  thought  it  requisite  to  lay  upon  me,  "  not  to  assent  to  any  law 

Jbaving  for  its  object  to  give  any  inoreased  power  of  compelling  children^  or  their 
parents  on  their  behalf^,  to  enter  into  contracts  of  this  kind,"  than  by  adverting 
to  the  &ct  of  my  having  already  assented  to  an  Act,  which,  if  his  Majesty  sliaU 
be  advised  to  sanction  it,  will  be  attended  with  the  opposite  effect  d  rdieving 
your  Lordship  from  the  constraint  experienced  by  my  Lord  Aberdeen  in  this 
respect,  and  of  effectually  rescuing  the  children  of  apprenticed  labourers  from 
that  apprentioeship,  to  which,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  noble  Earl,  ik 
was  ihQ  obvious  intention  oi  the  imperial  legislature  to  render  them,  under  par- 
ticultf  circumstances,  liable  and  subject. 

It  will  be  the  province  of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Solicitor-general,  to  report,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  Lordship's  commands,  upon  the  facts  alleged  by  Mr.  Buxton's 
coirespondent,  and  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  to  act  upon  the 
occasion  as  the  honourable  board  and  house  may  deem  expedient ;  but  Mr. 
Fowell  Buxton,  perhaps,  may  be  disposed  to  waive  the  impression  he  has  been  led 
to  adopt,  in  this  instance,  on  an  ex-parte  statement,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Governor,  Council  and  Assembly  of  Barbados,  on  being  made  aware  of  my 
having,  in  a  despatch  of  the  4th  of  April  last.  No.  69,  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
recosmnanded  to  the  &vourable  consideration  of  your  Lordship,  *'  An  Act  to 
repeal'the  38th  Ckuse  of  an  Act,  intituled, '  An  Act  for  the  AboHtion  of  Slavery, 
and  for  the  Government  of  Apprenticed  Labourers,"*  &c.,  on  the  following 
grounds,  viz. — 

Hiat ''  the  clause  sanctioning  the  apprenticeship  in  certain  cases  of  free  chil- 
dren of  apprenticed  labourers,  which  it  is  proposed  to  repeal,  is  viewed  with 
jealous  apprehension  by  the  peasantry,  and  the  legislature  now  affords  the 
strongest  proof  of  its  being,  upon  that  account,  no  less  objectionable  to  the  pro- 
prietors ;"  and  that,  "  it  is  to  be  hoped,  consequently,  that  the  relinquishment  of 
a  provision  in  the  Barbados  Abolition  Act  will  be  authorized  by  his  Majesty  s 
Government,  which,  however  wke  in  its  original  intent,  both  classes  of  persons 
partially  interested  in  its  effects  are  equally  desirous  to  forego." 

With  every  respect  for  Mr.  Buxton^s  public  character,  it  is,  at  any  rate,  an 
indispensable  obligation  on  my  part  to  avow  a  high  sense  of  the  liberal  proceed- 
ings generally  of  the  local  legislature  since  my  accession  to  this  government, 
and  to  affirm  that  the  learned  gentleman  now  filling  the  office  of  Solicitor-general, 
whose  zeal  and  assiduity  as  a  ktw  officer  of  the  Crown  are  most  commendid)ie, 
is  as  amiable,  as  talent^,  and  incapable  of  countenandng  any  design  calculated 
to  prove  oppressive  in  its  operation  to  the  labouring  population  of  his  country. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  M'Gregor,  Governor. 


— No.  80.— 
(No.  97.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  8o.  My  Lord,  Government  Hou^,  Barbados,  9  May  1837. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant.  No.  88,  I  have  the  honour  of 
endosing,  in  further  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  29th  of 
^y  '  ^^'  March,  a  report  received  from  his  Majesty's  Solicitor-general,  **  upon  the  facts 
alleged  by  Mr.  Buxton's  correspondent,"  relative  to  an  attempt  in  this  island  "  to 
force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents.'* 

In  this  report,  received  by  me  last  night,  Mr.  Clarke  correctly  mentions  that 
I  suggested  the  addition  of  a  suspending  clause  to  the  Act  now  before  your 
Lordship,  to  repeal  the  38th  clause  of  the  Act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery,"  and  this  proposal  was  founded  on  the  belief  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  make  alterations  in  the  Abolition  Act  without  the  utmost  caution,  and 
only  in  cases  of  emergency.  On  adverting  to  my  despatch  of  the  31st  of 
December  1836,  No.  57,  the  existence  in  my  mind  of  this  impression  may  be 
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tnced,  it  being  thferdlx  remarked,  '*  I  coincide  entirely  in  the  ojHniQn  expressed      BARBADOS, 

by  Major  Colthurst,  in  a  letter  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  that  *  the  fewer  

alterations  of  the  original  law  that  take  place  the  better/  " 

To  this  letter  my  recollection  has  been  directed  by  a  passage  in  the  Solicitor-   Vide  Papen  rel»* 
general's  report,  stating  that  *'  the  condition  of  the  free  children  of  apjHrenticed  M^®  ^^  ^*  ^^^' 
labonrers  became,"  at  an  early  period  of  "  my  "  administration,  the  subject  of  p^^fj'f^^l 
*' my  grave  consideration,''  and  the  letter  referred  to  proves  that  the  question  page  399, 

came,  by  an  inevitable  process,  to  my  notice,  soon  after  my  arrival  in  Barbados,  

through  the  medium  of  the  special  magistrates'  reports,  as  it  commences  thus  : — 

**  Returns  from  the  stipendiary  magistrates  of  Barbados,  for  the  month  of 
November,  in  reply  to  questions  from  your  Lordship>  are  herewith  forwarded, 

''  The  interruption  of  intercourse  between  apprenticed  females  and  their  free 
children,  the  repugnance  of  the  mothers  to  i^pprentice  them,  and  the  situation  of 
this  ck»8  of  persons  in  general,  form  a  most  important  subject,  tO;  which  my 
atteiltion  is  anxiously  directed." 

That  Mr.  Clarke  bAS  acted,  in  respect  to  the  Bills  introduced  for  the  purpc»e  of 
obliterating  the  ap^nr^iticeship  clause  affecting  free  children  from  the  Abolition 
Law,  with  my  "  entire  concurrence,"  I  most  readily  acknowledge  ;  and,  indeed, 
that  concurrence  and  approbation  could  not  well  be  withheld,  seeing  that  his 
efforte  advimced  the  accomplishment  of  views  adopted  and  avowed  by  mysi^ 
before  I  had  the  honour  of  being  nominated,  through  your  Lordship's  favourable 
recommendation,  to  the  government  of  the  Windward  Islands. 

After  having  assented  to  an  Act  for  the  express  purpose  of  expimging  every 
trace  of  slavery,  even  in  the  modified  form  of  apprenticeship  from  Antigua^ 
there  are  proofs  on  record,  in  your  Lordship's  office,  of  my  recommending  it  upt 
other  Leeward  colonies,  the  propriety  of  shortening  the  term  of  apprenticed 
servitude ;  and,  on  taking  leave  of  the  Dominica  l^;islature,  I  publicly  imparted 
that  advice,  as  follows,  on  the  24th  of  August  18^6  : 

''  My  earnest  recommendation  is  renewed,  that  your  timely  attention  may  be 
bestowed  upon  the  carefrd  preparation  of  enactments  calculated  to  meet  those 
important  alterations  in  colonial  society,  which  cannot  be  respectively  postponed 
beyond  the  years  1838  and  1840.  In  my  humble  judgment,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  colony,  it  is  indeed  much  to  be  desired  that  these  inevitable 
changes  could  be  accomplished  by  a  single  effort." 

That  these  occurrences  should  not  be  remembered  in  the  colonial  depart- 
ment need  not  excite  surprise,  on  considering  the  multiplicity  of  its  avocations ; 
they  must  be  quite  unknown  to  Mr.  Buxton,  and  are  material,  for  the  moment, 
solely  in  so  far  as  they  are  calculated  to  evince  that  my  concurrence  would  not 
have  been  accorded,  nor  my  suggestions  offered  to  Mr.  Clarke,  had  he  been 
engaged  in  the  design  imputed  to  him  of  contributing  to  force  the  apprentice- 
ship of  the  free  children,  or,  in  other  words,  of  opposing,  in  the  instance  of  the 
children,  my  own  repeatedly  declared  wishes  for  the  emancipation  of  their 
parents,  of  which  it  appears,  from  the  £[)llowing  passage  of  a  despatch  ad- 
dressed to  me  on  the  20th  of  July  1836,  No.  65,  that  your  Lordship  once  was 
cognizant: 

**  No.  65- — ^Montserrat 

''  Sir,  "  Downing-street,  20  July  1836. 

"  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch  and  enclosures.  No.  74, 
of  the  14th  of  April,  in  which  you  describe  the  feeling  which  prevails  amongst 
many  persons  in  Montserrat  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  remaining  period 
of  apprenticeship,  and  the  establishment  of  immediate  freedom. 

"  I  have  perused  with  much  interest  the  report  you  have  made  on  the  subject^ 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  to  you  my  concurrence  in  the  propriety 
of  the  cautious  conduct  which  you  have  observed,  in  not  attempting  to  press 
forward  the  adoption  of  your  own  views  before  the  community  of  Montserrat 
was  prejpared  to  receive  them. 

"  I  have,  &c. 

"  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,"  (signed)         •'  Glenelg.'' 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Upon  these  grounds,  my  testimony,  in  addition  to  his  own  clear  narrative,  will 
account  for  the  confidence  reposed  by  me  in  Mr.  Clarke,  and,  I  should  hope, 
restore  him  to  your  Lordship's,  there  being  no  doubt,  as  he  himself  submits, 

154.— II.  A  3  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITrON  OF 

BARBADOS.  *^*  ^^'  Buxton's  correspondents,  however  unintentiondly,  have  mistaken  the 
— —  motives  and  misrepresented  the  conduct  of  the  learned  gentlemen. 

Upon  the  present  occasion,  I  have  been  reminded,  by  the  SoUcitor-general's 
reference  to  the  Bill  described  as  having  been  thrown  out,  and  in  lieu  of  which  that 
subsequently  passed  has  been  substituted,  of  a  private  note  to  a  m^inber  of  hk 
Majesty's  Council  of  this  island,  in  which  I  took  occasion  to  observe,  on  the  dOth  of 
January  last,  that  **  the  authority  vested  by  the  AboUtion  Act  in  ihe  special 
magistrates,  to  apprentice  children  under  certain  circumstances,  seems  to  have 
b^n  designed  for  the  protection  of  the  peasantry  against  the  forcible  separatioa 
of  families,  as  well  as  that  of  infants,  from  the  injudicious  proceedings  of  their 
parents.  It  does  not,  however,  occur  to  me  that  it  was  within  the  contemplA- 
tion  of  the  Act  by  any  means  to  sanction  the  general  application  of  this  pow^, 
which,  if  so  exercised,  might  be  equally  oppressive  on  the  employers  as  on  the 
employed  ;  and  I  must  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  impression 
apparently  entertained  in  some  qi]iarters,  that  a  project  exists  of  establishing  a 
system  of  21  years'  apprenticeship  amongst  the  Iree  children  in  Barbados.  But 
the  main  objection  to  the  practical  operation  of  the  ^lactment  arises  from  the 
prescribed  length  of  the  engagement  which  it  sanctions,  and  I  shall  dier^ore 
witness  with  satisfiaction  any  alteration  of  the  law  that  may  tend  to  render 
salutary  the  occasional  exertion  of  the  power  in  question,  by  limiting  the  dura- 
tion of  those  contracts  to  which  the  special  magistrates  now  possess  the  right  of 
compelling  refractory  parties  to  submit. 

"  A  message  will  apprize  the  liCgislative  Houses  to-day  of  Lord  Glcnelg's 
sentiments  upon  schools ;  and  the  progress  of  these  subsiduuy  measures  is  inte- 
resting, in  as  far  as  each  respectively  promises  to  promote  the  great  object  of 
placing  the  proprietors  and  working  classes  on  an  amicable  footing  when  the 
period  of  apprenticeship  expires." 

This  object  is  the  imceasing  aim  of  my  personal  policy,  as  Grovemor^  and  as 
it  cannot  fail  also  to  be  that  of  Mr.  Buxton,  I  trust  to  be  forgiven  for  request- 
ing your  Lordship's  good  offices  in  impressing  upon  that  genti^an  the  extreme 
ri^k,  by  unadvisedly  exerting  external  interference,  of  weakening  its  beneficial 
effects,  if  really  required,  and,  at  the  same  time,  my  perfect  readiness  to  pro- 
mote his  measures,  in  whatever  form  communicated,  that  do  not  in  any  manner 
tend  to  militate  against  the  instructions  with  which  I  am  honoured  by  your 

I^^^^P-  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         E.  J.  Murray  M'Oreffory  Governor, 


Enclosure  in  No.  80, 


Kingston  Lodge,  Barbados,  8  May  1837. 
End.  in  No.  8o.        In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  dedire,  oommuntcated  m  the  accompanying  memo^ 
random,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  report  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg,  in  nis  despatch 
of  the  39  March  1837,  No.  24. 

Before  I  enter  on  the  subject  of  that  communication,  I  have  to  express  my  thanks  to 
his  Lordship  for  having  given  me  an  opportunity  of  removmg  the  injurious  impiessions 
made  against  me,  by  the  misrepresentations  of  the  anonymous  correspondent  of  Mr. 
B\nd:on'8,  and  I  consider  myself  peculiarly  fortunate  in  beine  able  to  effect  this,  not 
onjy  by  reference  to  opinions  expressed  in  public,  long  before!  could  have  had  any  idea 
thfit  such  a  charge  was  to  be  ^ot  up  against  me,  but  also  by  an  appeal  to  facts  and  acts, 
emanating  from  myself,  previously  done  in  a  '^  public  capacity,  (though  not  as  a  law 
officer  of  the  Crown),  which  render  the  denial,  on  my  part,  of  the  truth  of  those  allegations 
superfluous,  bjr  completely  disproving  them.  The  i^eneral  charge  made  by  Mr.  Bu]do«i's 
correspondent  is,  as  stated  by  his  Lordship,  ^'  that  an  attempt  is  making  by  the  planters  in 
the  island  of  Barbados  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  tne  consent 
of  their  parents.''  And  the  part  assigned  to  myself,  in  furtherance  of  this  alleged  scheme 
^  of  the  planters,  is,  **  that  the  Solicitor-general  is  endeavouring  to  prove,  that  a  clause  in  one 
of  the  local  Acts  will  enable  them  to  enect  this  object." 

That  there  is  not  a  syllable  of  truth  in  this,  the  follovnng  statement  will  show ;  while  the 
real  facts  of  the  case,  most  of  which  have,  ere  this,  been  officially  con^qiunicated  to  his 
Lordship,  will  prove  that,  instead  of  its  having  been  the  object  of"^  the  planters  '*  to  force 
the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children,"  their  representatives  in  the  House  of  Assembly 
I^ave,  with,  I  am  persuaded,  the  concurrence  of  every  resectable  person,  done  all  in  their 
power  to  prevent  any  such  apprenticeship,  and  the  Solicitor-general  has,  as  a  memrfoer  of 
that  House,  lent  his  humble  aid  also,  4iQt  ^^  to  enable,"  but,  in  fact,  to  prevent  them  from 
effecting  '*  that  object." 

Your 
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Your  ExceUency  b  aware,  that  the  conditioa  of  the  free  children  of  appreotieed  labourers      BARBADOS, 
has  for  some  time  occupied  the  anxious  attention  of  those  interested  m  the  welfare  and  -— — 

prosperity  of  the  colony ;  that  it  necessarily  became,  at  an  early  period  of  your  Excellency's 
admmistration,  the  subject  of  your  grave  consideration,  and  that,  in  order  to  obtain  all  the 
information  reauired,  before  any  means  could  be  devised  for  improving  their  condition,  your 
Excellency  adovessed  a  circular  to  the  special  magistrates,  calling  on  them  to  inquire  mto, 
and  report  to  you,  on  their  number  and  actual  state.  These  inquiries,  though  made  by  the 
special  magistiutes,  were  received  with  mat  jealousy  by  tl^  par^its  of  these  children,  and, 
unhappily,  there  were  not  wanting  either  those  to  whose  views  it  was  more  congenial  ^to 
foster  than  to  remove  erroneous  impressions  amongst  the  apprenticed  labourers,  or  those 
whose  office  it  was  to  convey  that  information,  however  false,  across  the  Atlantic.  About 
the  latter  end  of  January  last,  I  was  informed  that  an  idea  was  entertained  by  many  of  the 
apprenticed  labourers,  that  it  was  intended  to  apprentice  their  free  children.  Knowmg  well 
their  great  objections  to  such  a  measure,  and  ttutt  such  an  impression  would  operate  most 
injjorioufily  if  allowed  to  prevail  among  them,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  use  every  means  in  my 
power  to  remove  it,  and  allay  their  fears  on  this  head.  On  moving  in  the  House  of  Assanbly, 
on  the  3 1st  of  January  last,  "  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  actual 
condition  of  the  free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers,  with  a  view  of  devising  the  best 
means  of  providing  for  their  education,  and  promoting  their  welfare,"  I  find  that,  in  one  of 
the  ieknd  newspapers  of  February  2d,  I  am  reported  (and  that  report  is  sufficiently  correct) 
to  have  expressed  myself  thus  on  the  subject :  '^  Before  he  (Mr.  Clarke)  sat  down,  be  wished 
to  say  a  few  words  on  an  important  point  connected  with  this  question ;  he  had  heaixi  that 
an  idea. had  got  abroad  among  the  parents  of  these  children,  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
enforce  generally  that  clause  of  the  Imperial  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  which  had 
been  incorporated  into  the  Island  Act,  for  causing  the  apprenticeship  of  these  children  under 
certain  circumstances ;  he  had  been  told  of  this  impression,  in  a  way  which  had  induced 
him  to  believe  that  it  was  equally  general  and  baneful ;  he  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  it 
the  most  unqualified  denial,  and  as  it  was  most  desirable  that  all  erroneous  impressions  of 
this  nature,  m  the  minds  of  the  parents  of  these  children,  should  be  removed,  he  took  that 
Of^rtunity  of  contradicting  it ;  such  an  idea  had  not,  he  believed,  been  ever  entertained  by 
uny  person  possessing  the  bast  influence,  or  having  any  authority  whatever ;  he  was  most 
solicitous  that  this  impression  should  be  done  away  with,  because  he  feared  that  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  which  ne  was  about  to  recommend  would  show,  that  nearly  all  the  evils  ^to 
which  these  unfortunate  children  were  exposed  arose  from  wrong  and  unfounded  impressions, 
chiefly  on  this  subject,  in  the  minds  of  their  parents;  he  trusted  that  they  would  be 
persuaded  that  the  only  object  the  legislature  had  in  view  was  to  benefit  these  children,  to 
rescue  them  from  the  curse  of  idleness^  and,  by  obtaining  for  them  ihe  blessings  of 
education,  enable  them  to  provide  for  themselves,  at  a  future  day,  by  honest  and  profitable 
industiy." 

I  did  not,  however,  content  myself  with  this  general  public  disavowal  o{  any  such  intention ; 
I  knew  that  mere  statements  and  contradictions  would  not  be  sufficient,  but  that  something 
more  was  required  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  the  apprenticed  labourers.  I  therefore  determined 
efiectoally  to  set  the  questicxi  at  rest  by  an  Act  c^  the  legislature,  altering  the  38th  clause 
of  the  Abolition  Law,  which  sanctioned  the  apprenticeship  of  the  children,  when  destitute, 
and  declaring  that  no  child  apprenticed  under  it  should  continue  in  a  state  of  apprenticeship 
beyond  Uie  1st  of  August  1840 ;  and  the  next  time  the  House  met,  on  the  21st  of  February 
last,  I  introduced  a  Bill  to  effi^t  this  object;  my  remarks,  and  indeed  the  whole  debate,  as  (No.  1.) 

reported  in  a  newspaper  of  the  27th  of  February,  sufficiently  explained  my  object  and  the 
feeling,  of  the  House,  and  are  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Clarke  rose  f  o  introduce  a  short  but  most  important  BilL 

*'  By  the  38th  clause  of  the  Island  Slavery  Abolition  Act,  taken  exactly  from  the  Imperial 
Act,  the  stipendiary  magistrates  had  the  power  to  bind  the  free  children  of  apprenticed 
labourers  whose  parents  were  unable  to  maintain  them,  until  such  children  reached  the  age 
of  21  years.  This  clause  was  one  which,  amongst  the  parents  of  these  children,  had  given 
rise  to  an  impressicHi  equally  fallaqioua  as  unfounded ;  they  looked  upon  it  as  being  calcu- 
lated and  intended  to  perpetuate  slavery  under  the  name  of  apprenticeship.  To  attempt  to 
remove  this  absurd  prejudice  by  arguments,  or  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  would  be  unavail- 
ing; the  one  they  would  not  understand,  the  other  they  would  not  believe.  He  knew  it 
was  the  sincere  wish  of  every  member  of  the  House  to  see  the  condition  of  the  large  class  of 
fr^  children  of  apprentices  bettered,  and  that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  in  their 
present  state  of  ialeness  and  vagabondage ;  but  he  felt  that  nothing  effectual  could  be  done 
until  the  erroneous  impression  wnich  now  existed  in  their  minds  was  removed,  and  which  was 
at  present  a  stumbUng-block  in  the  way  of  every  measure  that  could  be  proposed  for  their 
advantage.  To  give  we  parents  of  these  children  correct  views  on  the  subject  was  the  duty 
of  the  House.  The  House  had  received  praise  froiQ  each  successive  Secretary  for  the  good 
faith  which  they  had  evinced  throughout  the  whole  measure  of  slavery  abolition  ;  but  one 
thing  was  still  wanted  to  convince  the  apprenticed  population  of  their  good  feeling,  and  that 
they  had  no  desire  to  renovate  slavery ;  and  this  object,  he  was  fully  persuaded,  could  only 
be  effected  by  the  House  consenting  to  the  Bill  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  which  repealed 
so  much  of  the  38th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act  as  authorized  the  special  magistrates  to 
bind  the  children  of  apprentices  until  the  age  of  21,  and  substitute  in  lieu  a  provision,  limit- 
ing the  term  of  such  apprenticeship  to  the  year  1840.  As  argument  was  not  in  fashion  now- 
ai&ys  for  the  removal  of  absurd  impressions  and  pejudices,  he  proposed  to  remove  them 
by  law.    The  honourable  member  concluded  by  moving  that  this  Bill  be  read, 

154.— II.  A  4  "Dr. 
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BARBADOS.         ^  Dr.  Bascom  Beconded  the  motioD ;  and  the  Bill  was  accordingly  read  three  times,  and 
-.TT*  the  question  for  passing  put,  when  Mr.Corben  dyjected  to  the  measure,  as  calculated  to  in^ 

pose  a  great  responsibdity  and  expense  u{)on  employers  without  any  corresponding  boiefit. 
That  under  this  law  the  mother  ot  every  infant  now  in  the  colony,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  bom,  would  inmiediately  come  forward  and  apprentice  them  to  their  master,  who 
would  then  be  compelled  to  feed,  clothe  and  care  them  for  three  years,  during  which  time 
they  would  be  perfect  burthens  to  him ;  whereas  not  one  single  child  would  be  apprenticed 
by  them  who  was  old  enough  to  perform  the  slightest  labour,  or  be  of  the  most  trifling 
sendee. 

^^  Mr.  Clarke  contended,  that  the  amendment  he  proposed  would  cause  little  or  no  alteration 
with  re^rd  to  apprenticing,  but  it  would  effect  the  great  object  of  removing  an  erroneous 
impression  from  the  minds  of  parents,  which  was  doing  the  colony  a  material  injury.  With 
respect  to  its  increasing  the  burthens  of  proprietors,  he  could  not  see  that  it  would  do  any 
sucn  thing ;  there  was  not  a  proprietor  in  the  island  who  would  refuse  to  support  the  chil- 
dren of  any  labourer  who  appliea  to  him  to  do  so ;  and  this  enactment  would  only  legalize  the 
practice,  which  is  now  universally  acted  upon. 

*'  Dr.  Bascom  supported  the  Bill  rerv  ably ;  the  abolition  of  slavery  had  not  made  any  dif- 
ference in  the  manner  in  which  the  children  were  treated  on  his  property,  and  he  thought  the 
same  mi^ht  be  said  with  regard  to  almost  every  estate  in  the  colony ;  the  great  object  now 
was  to  educate  the  children,  and  the  present  Bill  was  the  first  step  to  remove  the  erroneous 
impression  alluded  to  by  the  honouraole  and  learned  member  for  St  Michael^  and  which, 
if  suffered  to  exist,  would  oppose  almost  insurmountable  obstacles  to  the  success  of  their 
project — (several  honourable  members  were  for  repealing  theclause  altopther ;  but  Mr.  Clarke 
declared,  he  would  rather  lose  his  Bill  than  consent  to  the  proposal). 

My  reasons  for  objecting  on  that  day  to  amend  the  Bill,  so  as  totally  to  repeal  the  clause, 
were,  that  I  deemed  it  too  important  an  alteration  of  a  principle  of  the  Abolition  Act  (and 
one,  the  object  of  which  might  very  easily  have  been  misunderstood,  and  would,  most  cer- 
tainly, have  been  misrepresented)  to  feel  myself  authorized,  as  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  in 
advising  your  Excellency  to  give  your  assent  to  it,  without  the  previous  sanction  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  as  it  would  have  been  wholly  inconsistent  in  me  to  have  agreed 
to  it  in  {he  House,  and  objected  at  my  chambers,  I  let  the  Bill  take  its  chance,  and  it  was 
lost  on  the  third  reading  by  a  majority  of  one.  Being,  however,  still  deeply  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  removing  these  impressions  by  law,  and  knowing  that  the  clause,  as  a  pro- 
vision for  destitute  children,  had  been  a  dead  letter,  I  agreed  to  the  total  repeal  of  it  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  House,  on  condition  of  a  suspending  clause  being  added,  having,  as  your 
Excellency  cannot  fail  to  remember,  been  previously  informed  that  you  thought  such  a 
course  desirable. 

The  Act  subsequently  passed  the  Council,  was  assented  to  by  your  Excellency,  and  trans- 
(No.  a.)  mitted  to  the  Colonial  Office,  with  my  official  report  thereon,  of  the  3d  of  April  last  (a  copy 

of  which  is  annexed),  on  reference  to  which  his  Lordship  will  find  that  I  felt  the  subject  to 
be  a  most  important  one,  and  that  I  expressed  my  decided  conviction,  that  abolishing  the 
power  of  apprenticing  these  children,  under  any  circumstances, "  will  tend  more  than  any 
,  other  measure  to  remove  those  suspicious  and  erroneous  impressions  from  the  minds  of 
the  parents  of  these  children,  which  offer  such  serious  obstacles  to  their  education  and  mcMul 
advancement." 

That  this  has  been  my  sole  object,  your  Excellency  is  well  aware  ;  a^  also,  that  I  have 
acted  throughout  with  your  Excellency's  entire  concurrence ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  he  per- 
mitted to  add,  at  no  distant  day,  with  his  Lordship's  approval  also ;  for  when  he  shall  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  above  facts  (which  could  not  have  been  invented,  and  cannot 
be  explained  away),  I  feel  gratified  in  the  assurance  that  his  Lordship  will  perceive  that  I 
have  been  actively  engaged  in  accomplishing  the  very  reverse  of  what  I  am  accused  by 
Mr.  Buxton's  correspondent  of  intending. 

So  far  in  justification  of  myself  from  the  charge  as  understood  and  conveyed  in  his 
Lordship's  despatch ;  but  although  I  fear  I  have  already  tasked  your  Excellency  s  patience, 
I  cannot  omit  to  notice  the  information  conveyed  to  Mr.  Buxton.  I  can  assure  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  "  the  planters  in  this  island  attempting  to  force 
the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children;"  the  first  knowledge  I  ever  had  of  my  own 
attempts  to  prove  it  practicable  under  a  local  Act,  and  the  first  intimation  that  ''  in  case 
this  method  should  mil,  they  intend  to  pass  another  Act,"  was  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  his  Lordship's  despatch  and  its  enclosures,  announcing  these  events  on  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Buxton's  correspondent. 

I  also  learned  for  the  first  time,  from  the  same  source,  of  the  *^  efforts  made  and  the 
means  employed  "  to*  force  the  parents  to  apprentice  their  children,  and  which  I  am  sure  I 
could  not  have  been  ignorant  of^such  attempts,  if  they  had  been  made.  I  .trust  that  your 
Excellency  knows,  and  his  Lordship  will  be  persuaded,  that  they  would  have  met  my  most 
decided  opposition ;  because  I  am  certain  they  would  have  produced  irritation  and  dissatis- 
faction on  the  part  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  towards  their  employers,  between  whom  it 
is  of  the  first  importance  to  preserve  the  most  friendly  feelings. 

I  confess,  however,  I  am  induced  to  despair  of  accomplishing  that  good  for  these  unfor- 
tunate children  which  I  have  most  anxiously  desired,  as  1  cannot  but  feel  disheartened  when 
I  find  my  endeavours  to  promote  their  welfare  made  the  groundwork  of  charges  of  an 
opposite  tendency  against  me,  and  perverted  into  proof  of  a  desire  on  my  part  to  oppose 
the  policy  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  though  founded  on  the  communication  of  an 
anonymous  correspondent,  so  far  credited  by  his  Lordship  as  to  produce  what  I  cannot 

but 
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but  ffeelas  a  censure  on  my  conduct ;  I  <5an  assure  his  Lordship  that  I  yield  not  to  Mr.       BARBADOS. 
Buxton  himself,  for  whose  philanthropic  feelings  I  entertain  the  greatest  respect,  in  my  ««*« 

desire  to  benefit  these  children. 

I  sincerely  hope  he  may  in  future  receive  more  accurate  information  respecting  them  and 
those  who  seek  to  do  them  good,  and  rely  on  his  Lordship's  kindness  and  known  sense  of 
justice  to  inform  that  influential  gentleman,  that  in  this  instance  his  correspondents  have 
mistaken  the  motives  and  misrepresented  the  conduct  of 

Yours,  &c. 
(signed)  B.  Boucher  Clarke. 

To  his  Excelleney  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart,  Governor. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(No.  1.) 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  Act,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  AboUtion  of  Slavery,  for  th 
Government  of  Apprenticed  Labourers,  and  for  ascertaining  and  enforcing  tiie  reci 
procal  Duties  between  them  and  their  Employers.'^ 

Whereas  by  the  thirty-eighth  clause  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  taken  from 
the  Imperial  Act,  it  is  lawful  for  the  special  justices  of  the  peace  to  apprentice  any  free  child 
of  any  apprenticed  labourer  who  is  not  provided  with  adequate  maintenance  until  such 
child  shall  have  completed  his  twenty-first  year :  And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  various 
misconstructions  which  have  been  made  in  this  clause,  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  same  as  permits  the  apprenticeship  of  any  such  child  for  so  long  a  period ;  and  to 
declare  that  the  special  justices  of  the  peace  shall  in  no  case  have  power  to  apprentice  any 
such  child  beyond  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  in  which  the  appren- 
ticeship system  will  expire; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Assembly,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  that  so  much  of  the  said  thirty-eighth  clause  of  the  said  Act  for  the  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery  as  declares  "  that  the  term  of  such  apprenticeship  of  any  such  child  so 
to  be  apprenticed  by  the  said  special  justices  of  the  peace,  as  by  the  said  clause  is  specified, 
shall  be  limited,  and  made  to  continue  in  force  until  such  child  shall  have  completed  his 
or  her  twenty-first  year  and  no  longer,''  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Clause  2. — And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  sfjecial  justice  of  the  peace  shall  have 
power  to  bind  out  as  an  apprentice,  under  the  authority  of  the  said  thirty-eighth  clause,  or 
of  the  said  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  any  such  child  who  shall  be  unprovided  with 
adequate  maintenance  for  a  longer  period  than  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty,  in  which  the  said  apprenticeship  system  will  cease. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Bill  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  by  Mr.  Solicitor-general  Clarke,  on  the  21st  of  February  1837,  and  which  was 
lost  by  a  majority  of  one. 

(signed)        John  Maf/e7's, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


(No.  2.) 

Copy  of  a  REPORT  on  '*  An  Act  to  repeal  the  38th  Clause  of  an  Act,  intituled,  ^  An  Act 
for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  for  the  Government  of  Apprenticed  Labourers,  and  for  ascer- 
taining the  reciprocal  Duties  between  them  and  their  Employers/" 

(For  Report,  vide  page  1.) 


—No.  81.— 

(No.  40.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor 
Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  30  June  1837.  No.  81. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  Nos.  88  and  97,  dated 
tlie  1st  and  9th  of  May,  enclosing  the  explanation  of  the  Solicitor-general  of 
Barbados  on  the  imputation  which  had  been  conveyed  against  him,  of  promoting 
the  views  of  "  planters  in  the  island  of  Barbados  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of 
the  free  children  without  the  consent  of  their  parents." 

I  did  not  delay  transmitting  these  despatches  and  enclosures  to  Mr.  Fowell 
Buxton  in  a  letter,  of  which  the  accompanying  is  a  copy,  and  that  gentleman  has         ^3  J""e> 
replied  to  it  by  communicating  to  me  the  letter,  which  he  has  addressed  to 
Mr.  Clarke  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  1  have  likewise  to  furnish  you  with  ^^  J"°^- 

for  your  information. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  have  received  from  Mr.  Buxton  a  letter,  in 
which  that  gentleman,  in  terms  so  honourable  to  his  own  character,  has  avowed 
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BARBADOS,     and  retracted  the  erroneous  statement  which  he  had  made  to  the  prejudice  of 
■""^  Mr.  Clarke,  in  reliance  on  information  which  now  appears  to  have  heen  entirely 

incorrect.     I  feel  convinced  that  the  apology  will  be  accepted  by  Mr.  Clarke  in 
the  same  spirit  of  candour  in  which  it  has  been  made. 

With  regard  to  your  part  of  this  correspondence,  it  is  painful  to  me  to  leam 
that  you  should  have  understood  my  despatch  of  the  29th  March  as  conveying 
any  implied  censure  or  distrust,  against  which  it  behoved  you  to  vindicate  your 
charactisr.  Had  any  such  defence  been  required,  I  gladly  admit  that  it  could 
not  have  been  made  in  terms  more  conclusive  than  those  of  your  despatch  of  the 
9th  of  May.  But  I  feel  anxious  to  assure  you,  that  there  never  rested  on  my 
mind  so  much  as  a  surmise  to  the  prejudice  of  your  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the 
negro  population  of  the  Colonies  under  your  government,  and  that  if  the  language 
of  my  despatch  of  the  29th  of  March  required  or  admitted  such  a  construction, 
that  language  must  have  been  most  unfortunately  chosen^  and  wholly  inappro- 
priate to  the  occasion  on  which  it  was  employed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 

Enclosure  1,  in  No.  81. 

End.  1,  in  No.  8i.  Sir,  Downing-street,  28  June  1837. 

No  88  1  May  ^  ^^  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg^  to  transmit  to  you  hcre^th  two  despatches,  widi  their 

-— ^ — - —  enclosures,  from  Sir  Murray  McGregor,  the  Governor-general  of  the  Windward  Islaxuls,  in 

J^o*  97>  9  May,  ^hjch  that  officer  conveys  his  own  explanations,  and  those  of  the  Solicitor-general  of  Bur- 
bados,  of  the  course  adopted  by  them  in  respect  to  the  apprenticeship  of  children,  fteed 
under  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery.  These  explanations  are  given  inconsequence^ 
the  information  which  you  received  from  a  correspondent  in  Barbados,  and  communicated 
to  Lord  Glenelg,  to  the  effect  that  attempts  were  being  made  by  tlie  public  authorities  of 
that  island,  and  especially  by  the  Solicitor-general,  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  chil- 
dren. Lord  Glenelg  cannot  doubt  that  the  encloeed  documents  will  satisfy  you  that  the 
information  which  you  received  was  totally  without  foundation,  and  that  you  nave  uncoor 
sciously  been  the  means  of  giving  currency  to  a  statement  not  less  erroneous  than  it  b  pre- 
judicial to  the  character  of  the  Solicitor-general  of  Barbados. 

I  have,  &c« 
T.  Fowell  Buxton,  Esq.,  m.  p.  (signed)         Geo.  Gr^/. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  _»_^_.«____«___.*____ 

Enclosure  2,  in  No.  81. 
End.  2,  in  No.  8i.  My  Lord,  London,  26  June  1887. 

I  BEG  to  return  you  the  despatches  of  the  Governor  of  Barbados,  witii  the  enclosures. 
I  enclose  also  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  addressed  to  the  Solicitor-general. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  (signed)        21  JF.  Buxton, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  

Sir,  London,  26  June  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter.  In  the  first  place,  allow  me  to  express  my  sense  of  the  deli- 
cate and  kind  manner  in  which  you  conveyed  yom*  complaint  of  the  statement  I  had  made 
to  Lord  Glenelg,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  charity  m  ascribing  to  unintentional  error 
those  observations  of  mine  which,  under  your  feeling  of  unmerited  ooloquy,  might  have  been 
imputed  to  another  cause,  and  might  have  be^i  called  by  a  harsher  name. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  at  once  that  I  was  betrayed  into  a  great  error,  and  that  I 
was  the  means  of  inflicting  an  injury  upon  you  which  you  did  not  merit. 

My  only  apology  is,  that  I  derived  my  infornmtion  from  an  informant,  whom  I  know  to 
be  incapable  of  wilful  misrepresentation ;  that  I  copied  verbatim  his  statement,  and  requested 
that  an  inquiry  might  be  instituted. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  the  perusal  of  his  Excellam^y  the  Gbvemor's  de- 
spatch, containing  your  convincing  justification,  I  have  communicatedfwith  my  informant. 
He  has  called  my  attention  to  the  fact,  that  he  spoke  of  your  intentions  early  in  Decem- 
ber, and  that  your  public  proceedings  did  not  take  place  till  the  following  January.  This 
relieves  him  from  the  imputation  of  stating  that  which  the  smallest  inquiry  would  have 
proved  to  be  without  foundation ;  but  it  maked  no  other  difference.  Your  mtentions  in  De- 
cember must  be  judged  by  your  acts  in  the  following  month.  I  therefore  altogether  with- 
draw my  charge,  and  request  your  pardon  for  having  made  it.  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding, 
for  the  sake  of  my  own  character,  that  in  a  controversy  which  has  now  lasted  14  years,  this  is 
the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  letract  any  thing  I  have  asserted ; 
and  that  in  this  case,  I  stated  no  more,  and  no  less,  than  I  received  from  a  very  respectable, 
and,  in  other  instances,  a  very  accurate  informant. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Lord  Glenelg,  and  I  trust  it  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  as  well  as  to  yourself 

I  have,  &c. 
.  To  the  Solicitor-general,  &c.  &c.  &c.  (signed)         T.  FoweU  Buxton, 

Barbados. 
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— No,  82,—  BARBADOS, 

(No-  133O 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart,  to 

Lcwrd  Glenelg. 

My  L(Mrd,  Oovenuiient  HoiM»e,  Barbados,  12  June  1837-  No.  82. 

In  contmuation  of  the  suliject  o&  which  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  your 
Lordi^up,  in,  my  letters,  Noa.  88  and  97  of  the  1st  and  9th  ultimo,  the  accom-  Nos.  1  to  15,  from 
panying  papers  are  now  submitted  for  your  Lordship's  further  information.  8  May  to  8  June 

In  those  nusnbered  from  1  to  8,  it  will  be  foimd  tlmt  my  inquiries,  whether  l5?2: 

they  had  "occasion  to  observe,  Ist  that  the  planters  in  this  island  are  at- 
tempting to  force  the  s^renticeship  of  the  free  children  without  the  consent 
of  their  parents  ;*'  and  "  2dly,  that  every  effort  is  made  to  force  the  parents  to 
apprentice  the  children,  by  turning  the  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the  road, 
stopping  the  molasses,  on  wliioh  they  are  partly  sustained,  &c.,"  have  been 
answered  in  the  negative  by  all  the  stipendiary  magistrates  serving  in  this 
island  under  the  appointment  of  Ms  Majesty. 

The  enclosures  from  9  to  14  exhibit  the  sentiments  of  those  gentlemen 
collectively  upon  allusions  immediately  connected  with  the  above  questions  that 
have  recently  appeared  in  the  puUic  prints,  Nos.  11  and  12  of  which  attest 
the  liability  to  error  of  persons,  however  well-disposed,  engaged  in  cursorily 
gleaning  passing  information  in  these  colonies. 

In  noticing  tJiose  enclosures,  I  cannot  omit  the  intimation  of  my  entire 
dissent  from  the  notion  therein  expressed,  that  "  the  sufferings  of  the  negro 
would  have  been  less,  and  his  preparations  for  freedom  at  least  as  great,  had 
Parliament  simply  decided  that  in  1840  slavery  should  cease,  and  not  at  aU 
interfered  with  the  master's  authority  till  that  period ;"  because,  in  accordance 
with  the  special  justices,  it  appears  to  me  that  "  the  s^prenticeship  system"  is 
infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  a  continued  state  of  slavery,  were  it  for  no  other 
reason,  founded  upon  general  principles  of  equity,  than  that  of  transferring  from 
the  hands  of  the  master  into  those  of  the  magistrate  the  power  of  punishment, 
so  that  no  class  of  the  King's  subjects  can  any  longer  be  excluded  more  than 
another  ftx>ra  benefiting  by  the  possible  interposition  of  the  Royal  mercy. 

On  the  state  of  the  apprenticeship  in  Barbados,  the  special  magistrates  generally 
report,  that  ''  they  sdso  consider  it  necessary  to  adduce,  as  the  most  cogent 
proof  of  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  apprenticeship  system,  that  the  agri- 
cultural state  of  the  island  at  this  moment,  and  previously  to  the  reaping  of 
the  late  crop,  although  it  may  have  been  equalled,  has  been  seldom  surpassed, 
while  the  large  returns  made  on  all  the  estates  suflSciently  evince  the  contented 
spirit  with  which  the  apprentices  performed  their  daily  routine  of  duty ;  and, 
with  such  strong  evidence  before  them,  the  meeting  would  submit  to  your 
Excellency  the  impolicy  (to  use  no  stronger  epithet)  of  disturbing  the  present 
feeling  of  harmony  by  introducing  to  the  heated  imaginations  of  the  appren- 
tices an  over-wrought  picture  (rf  oppression,  as  exercised  towards  them  by  their 
natural  protectors,  and  thus  sowing  the  seeds  of  discontentment  and  final  in- 
subordination !" 

When  these  "  imanimous  opinions"  of  the  whole  body  of  special  justices 
shall  have  been  ascertained,  and  the  proofs  considered,  which  are  supplied  in  the 
joint  letter  and  its  accompaniments  to  my  address  from  their  honours  the 
President  of  the  Coimcil  and  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  (Enclosures  15,  (A.),  (B.), 
(C),  (D.),  of  the  occupation  of  the  legislatiure,  in  inquiring  *'  into  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  fi^e  children  of  apprenticed  labourers,  with  a  view  of  devising  the 
best  means  of  providing  for  their  education  and  promoting  their  welfare,"  at- 
the  very  period  in  whidi  the  planters  were  represented  to  him  as  attempting 
**  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  those  children  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents ;"  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  that  the  "  embarrassing  distrust"  com- 
plained of  by  the  honourable  board  and  house  will  be  replaced,  in  Mr.  Buxton's 
mind,  by  perfectly  different  and  less  xmfavourable  feelings. 

Any  "hostility"  due  "to  the  principle  of  the  apprenticeship  of  children" 
would  seem  to  have  been  more  correctly  levelled  at  the  framers  of  the  original  Bill, 
by  whom,  however,  it  must  have  been  adopted  with  the  most  humane  intentions, 
than  against  the  authorities  here,  on  whose  part  no  disposition  to  profit  by  it 
can  be  traced,  and  by  whom  it  has  been  recently  reptidiated. 

Your  Lordship  has  been  pleased  to  do  justice  to  the  Uberality  of  the  Council 
154. — II.  B  2  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


12  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

BARBADOS,     and  Assembly  (adverted  to  in  my  former  despatches),  which  indeed  in  more 

than  one  instance  since  my  appointment  to  this  government  it  has  been  my 

agreeable  duty  to  bring  mider  your  Lordship's  observation;  and  the  present 
discussion  will  not  have  been  in  vain,  if  their  declaration,  "  that  they  have 
cheerfully  applied  themselves  in  good  faith  to  the  consummation  of  this  great 
natural  experiment,"  shall  be  attended  with  the  fortunate  result  o(  inclimng 
Mr.  Buxton,  and  those  interested  with  that  gentleman  in  the  welfare  of  the 
apprenticed  labourers,  to  communicate  their  suggestions  to  your  Lordship  in 
future,  whenever  the  co-operation  of  the  local  legislature  of  Barbados  may 
be  desired,  in  a  conciliatory  form,  as  well  as  in  a  more  confiding  spirit 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  M'Gregor^  Governor. 

f 

,^,     ,    ^  Enclosure  1,  in  No.  82. 

(Circular.) 

End.  1,  in  No.  82.  Sir,  Private  Secretary's  Office,  8  May  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  the  Governor's  directions  to  inquire,  for  his  Excellency's  information, 
whether,  in  the  district  under  your  magisterial  superintendence,  you  have  had  occasbn  to 
observe, 

1st.  That  *^  the  planters  in  this  island  are  attempting  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the 
free  children  without  the  consent  of  the  parents." 

2d.  That  *'  every  effort  is  made  to  force  the  parents  to  apprentice  the  children,  by  turn* 
ing  the  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the  road,  stopping  the  molasses,  on  which  they  are 
partly  sustained/'  &c. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  21  H.  Ponsmby,  Act  Priv.  Sec. 

The  Special  Magistrates  of  the  respective  Districts, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  82. 

EncK  Q,  in  No.  83.  Sir,  Town  District  A.,  9  May  1837. 

In  reply  to  your  circular  letter,  dated  8  May  1837, 1  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  I  have  not  heard  of  any  instance  in  which 
the  planters  of  this  district,  as  also  of  that  of  district  C.  (formerly  under  my  superintendence) 
1st, "  attempting  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  tne  consent  of  their 
parents  ;*'  2d, '"  or  that  any  effort  is  made  to  force  the  parents  to  apprentice  the  children 
by  turning  the  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the  road,  stopping  the  molasses,  &c. ;"  and  I 
am  quite  satisfied,  if  such  had  been  the  case  in  either  of  the  districts  to  which  I  allude, 
but  particularly  in  district  C.  (where  I  was  for  10  months),  I  should  have  been  acquainted 
with  it.  No  application  has  ever  been  made  to  me  on  the  part  of  the  planters  or  apprentices 
as  to  apprenticing  the  free  children. 

I  have,  &c. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  Act.  Priv.  Sec.  (signed)  F.  D.  Huicheson,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  82. 

End.  3,  in  No.  8a.  gir,  Station  House,  District  A.  R.  D.,  10  May  1837. 

I  BEG  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  8th  instant,  andiwritten  by  com- 
mand of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  requiring  from  me  some  information  on  the  subject 
of '^  planters  in  this  island  attempting  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  free  children  without  the 
consent  of  the  parents,  and  whether  every  effort  is  not  made  to  force  the  parents  to  appren* 
tice  the  children  by  turning  the  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the  road,  stopping  the  molassest 
upon  which  they  are  partly  sustained,"  &c. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  not  a  single  effort  of  the  above  description 
(having  for  its  object  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  of  apprentices)  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  in  the  district  under  my  magisterial  superintendence,  since  I  took  the  chair 
early  in  December  1835,  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  attempts  of  this  nature  have  been  made 
by  liie  planters. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  in  one  instance  a  planter  of  my  district,  of  little  consideration,  did, 
some  months  ago,  turn  off  seven  free  children  from  his  estate.  This  circumstance  being 
made  known  to  me  in  an  hour  after  it  happened,  I  instantly  interfered,  and  threatened  to 
manunait  the  parents  if  such  brutality  was  persevered  in ;  this  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
the  children  were  immediately  permitted  to  return  to  the  estate. 

This  act  had  nothing  to  do  whatever  with  an  intention  of  forcing  the  parents  to  consent 
to  the  apprenticeship  of  their  children,  but  to  inflict  a  punishment  on  the  parents  for  some 
supposed  offence,  and  of  which  I  took  proper  notice. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  John  B,  Colthurst,  s.  J.  p. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Enclosure  4,  in  No.  82.  BARBADOS. 

Sir,  District  B.,  May  10, 1837.       j^^^j^     ^^  ^^  82; 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  Governor's  information,  that,  to  the  best  of  my  recol-  '  ^ 

lection,  not  one  case  of  the  description  contained  in  his  Excellency's  circular  of  the  8th 
instant  has  occurred  in  this  district. 

I  have,  &c. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.,  Priv.  Sec.  (signed)  Jos.  Hamilton,  s.  j.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  82. 

Sir,  Station  House,  District  C,  10  May  1837.       End.  5,  in  No.  8a. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  Ids  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  1  have  not  had  occasion  to  observe  any  instance  in 
this  district  in  which  the  planters  attempt  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  free  cnildren  with- 
out  the  consent  of  their  parents ;  or  that  any  effort  has  oeen  made  to  force  the  narents  to 
apprentice  children  by  turning  their  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the  road,  ana  by  stop- 
pmg  their  molasses,  on  which  they  are  partly  sustained. 

I  have,  &c. 
T.  H,  Ponsonby,  Esq.,  Private  Secretary,  (signed)  A.  Cuppage,  s.  J.  p. 

Government  House. 


Endosure  6,  in  No.  82^ 


Sir,  District  D.,  16  May  1837.       End.  6,  in  Ko.  S2. 

In  answer  to  your  circular  of  the  8th  instant,  respecting  the  free  children,  I  beg  to  state, 
for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, — 

*'  1st.  That  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  instance  in  my  district  of  the  planters  attempting  to 
force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  cmldren  without  the  consent  of  their  parents ;"  and  here 
I  must  observe,  I  have  not  in  this  district  a  free  child  apprenticed. 

'^  2d.  I  cannot  learn  of  any  effort  having  been  made  by  the  planters  to  force  the  parents 
to  apprentice  the  children  *  by  turning  the  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the  road,  stop- 
ping the  molasses,  on  which  they  are  partly  sustained,' "  Sec.  Had  such  measures  been 
attempted,  I  have  no  doubt  I  should  have  heard  of  it. 

I  have,  &c. 

T,  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)  Jno.  Jos.  Hough,  s.  j.  p. 

Acting  Private  Secretary. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  82. 


Sir,  District  E.,  10  May  1837.       End.  7,  in  No.  82. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  Excellency's  circular  of  the  8th  instant, 
proposing  the  two  following  questions,  to  which  I  am  desired  to  reply,  as  far  my  observa- 
tions have  enabled  me  to  judge,  with  regard  to  the  district  under  my  charge. 

First.  '^  Whether  the  planters  in  this  island  are  attempting  to  K)rce  the  apprenticeship 
of  the  free  children  without  the  consent  of  the  parents  ?" 

Among  the  numerous  applications  made  to  me  by  the  apprentices,  either  to  note  their 
complaints,  or  te  afford  them  advice,  I  have  not  received  the  slightest  intimation  from  them 
that  such  a  system  prevailed.  My  observation  on  this  point  has  led  me  to  a  different 
conclusion,  and  I  rather  imagine,  that  many  proprietors  who  were  at  first  willing  to  receive 
the  free  children  under  bonds  of  apprenticeship  have  now  grown  indifferent  to  the  question, 
in  consequence  of  the  repugnance  evinced  by  the  parents  towards  this  arrangement. 

Secondly.  "  Whether  every  effort  is  made  to  force  the  parents  to  apprentice  the  children, 
by  turning  the  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the  road,  stopping  tne  molasses,  on  which 
thev  are  pailly  sustained,"  &c.  &c. 

No  instance  (to  my  knowledge)  has  occurred  in  this  district,  since  my  jurisdiction  (and 
I  find  none  previously  recorded),  of  "  the  free  infants  of  apprentices  being  turned  out  of  the 
houses  of  the  parents  into  the  road  ;"  and  I  make  no  doubt,  if  such  an  act  had  been  com- 
mitted, that  the  apprentice  would  have  reported  the  circumstance  to  me  forthwith. 

I  havcj  &c. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)  Joseph  Oarraway,  s.  J.  p. 

Acting  Private  Secretary^ 
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14  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

BARBADOS.  Enclosure  8,  in  No.  82. 

End.  8,  in  No.  8«.  ^*  District  F.,  1 0  May  1837. 

With  reference  to  his  Excellency's  circular  of  the  8th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  state, 
in  answer  to  question  1st,  "  It  has  not  come  to  my  knowled^  in  this  dis^ct>  that  the 
planters  are  attempting  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  free  children  without  the  consent  of 
their  parents." 

2dly.  '^  I  do  not  think,  in  the  instances  of  free  children  beins;  put  out  of  doors,  or  their 
molasses  taken  from  them,"  &c.,  that  these  measures  had  been  adopted,  as  an  effort  to  force 
parents  to  apprentice  their  children,  so  fiir  as  I  can  ascertain. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)  Geo.  Kermedyj  s.  j.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  9,  in  No.  82. 
Memorandum. 


End.  9,  in  No.  8s.      The  Gk)yemor  lays  before  the  special  magistrates  ccdlectiYely  letters  in  which  they  have 
See  End.  s  to  8.       separately  answered  the  inquiries  addressed  to  them  on  the  8th  instant,  in  relation  to  an 

— — - — -   alleged  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  planters  in  this  island  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the 

free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers. 
13  &30  Mayi837,      The  present  meeting  was  suggested  by  the  perusal  of  certain  articles  inserted  in  two 
~"  numbers  of  the  "  Antigua  Hercdd,"  now  produced,  together  with  a  number  of  the  *^  West 
Indian,"  a  Barbados  paper,  subsequently  published,  all  containing  allusions  to  this  subject 
34  March  1837,  The  Ri^ht  honourable  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State's  despatch,  in  consequence  of 

No.  24.  which  the  mquiries  respecting  it,  already  adverted  tO|  were  addressed  to  the  special  justices, 

~    is  also  presented,  the  Grovemor  considering  ^t  important  that  they  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  exj^essing  their  sentiments  on  the  various  documents  in  question. 
Government  House,  1  June  1837. 


Enclosure  10,  in  No.  82. 
EncL  io,in  No.  83*  Taken  from  "  The  Antigua  Herald ""  of  the  13th  May  1837. 

Mr.  Joseph  Sturge. 
From  "The  Philanthropist,"  March  16th. 

We  are  glad  to  announce  that  letters  were  received  on  Saturday  last,  fit>m  Mr.  Sturge  and 
his  friends,  dated  Jamaica,  January  30,  1837,  and  that  they  were  in  health.  It  a{^)ears 
from  their  contents,  that  the  letters  and  papers  which  were  forwarded  to  them  from  this 
country  on  the  3d  and  17th  December  had  not  been  delivered,  notwithstanding  both  packets 
had  duly  arrived.    We  have  been  favoured  with  die  following  extracts : 

"  Dominica. — We  arrived  in  about  two  hours  at  our  destination,  a  free  village  at  the 
mouth  of  a  considerable  stream.  We  proceeded  to  the  cottage  of  a  respectable  old  negro 
woman,  who  keeps  a  shop  here  for  tne  sale  of  bread  and  provisions.  The  old  lady  is 
upwards  of  80,  has  never  oeen  married,  but  has  always  borne  an  irreproachable  character. 
Sue  appeared  to  be  a  person  of  very  cheerful  piety,  and  exercises  the  happiest  influence  over 
those  m  her  neighbourhood  by  her  example ;  she  is  a  class  leader  among  the  Methodists, 
who  have  a  chapel  in  the  village,  where  service  is  performed  usually  every  Sabbath  by  one 
of  the  missionaries  or  the  local  preacher.  She  is  indeed  a  bright  instance  of  usefulness  and 
respectability  in  a  very  humble  sphere ;  she  has  been  fi^e  for  about  10  years.  The  bouse 
was  in  nice  order  and  very  clean,  and  the  garden  neatly  fenced." 

"  As  a  specimen  of  the  deaUngs  of  planters  towards  their  apprentices,  we  may  mention, 
that  one  estate  in  this  island,  where  the  hurricane  had  destroyed  the  buildings  and  negro- 
houses,  and  the  Government  loan  had  been  obtained  for  rebuilding  them,  the  money  was 
applied  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  property ;  and,  after  considerable  delay,  the 
negroes  were  compelled  to  build  their  huts  with  their  own  labour  in  their  own  time,  and, 
though  the  manager  was  fined  by  the  stipendiary  on  this  occasion,  yet  the  people  had  no 
compensation." 

"  It  was  really  a  cause  of  sorrowful  reflection  to  us  to  see  an  island  like  St.  Lucia  so 
entirely  neglected,  not  only  by  the  Home  Government,  but  by  the  different  missionary  and 
other  societies.    One  of  the  gentlemen,  who  so  kindly  devoted  his  time  to  us,  observed 
^  that  not  a  single  ray  from  the  religious  and  benevolent  societies  of  England  had  yet 

reached  it.  There  is  only  one  Protestant  minister  in  the  island,  viz.  the  rector.  There  are 
but  two  Catholic  clergymen.  The  number  of  children  receiving  education  does  not  probably 
much  exceed  100.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  indifference  of  the  Home  Govenunent, 
as  the  subject  has  been  repeatedly  brought  imder  its  notice  by  the  Council,  who  are  them 
selves  anxious  that  something  should  be  done.  On  the  part  of  the  proprietary  bodjr  gene- 
rally, no  obstacle  need  be  feared ;  some  of  them  would  be  glad  to  promote  the  efforts  ot 
missionaries  and  other  teachers,  and  the  others  have  not  power  to  impede  them." 

^'Bariwrfos. 
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*'  Barbados.    ^    *    ^    speaking  of  the  destitute  white  poor,  m^itioiied  the  case  of  a      BARBADOS. 

lady  whose  ^property  was  entirely  destroyed  by  the  hurricane,  and  who  was  taken  in  and  sup-  

ported  by  one  of  h^  former  skves,  who  had  purchased  her  time  after  1834. 

(f  *  •  ^  called  upon  us  in  the  course  id  the  morning.  He  conrened  on  the  pest 
history  of  slavery,  a  subject  he  has  dee|)ly  studied.  He  spoke  with  ^reat  conoera  or  the 
project  on  foot  f<Hr  the  general  appenticeship  of  the  children.  He  said  it  was  impossiUe  to 
obtain  correct  information  respecting  die  actual  state  of  things  withcwt  a  Tery  long  residence. 
The  whole  system  was  one  of  misrepieaentation.  He  gare  us  the  following  illustration  of 
the  difficulty  of  obtaiaii^  correct  information*  Some  years  ago  a  body  <x  slaves  in  the 
colcmy  of  Berbiee,  called  me  Winkel  negroes,  were  emancipated  by  Government,  to  whom  they 
belonged ;  happening,  some  time  aftemardi,  to  be  in  Berbice,  he  asked  the  local  governor 
how  mese  negroes  were  conducting  themselves.  Hie  Governor  said  nothing  could  be  more 
d^lorable  than  their  condition :  ^  They  are  idle  and  dissolute,  and  the  pest  of  society ;  the 
Government  could  not  have  done  a  greater  injury  to  them  than  by  emancipating  them.' 
A  few  days  afterwards  he  dined  vnth  the  Governor,  and  sat  i^xt  to  the  protector  of  daves,  to 
whom  he  expressed  his  great  concern  at  the  conduct  <d  these  liberated  negroes.    The 

r-otector  saio,  '  I  presume  your  information  comes  from  our  host,  who  is  full  of  prejudice, 
assure  you  the  conduct  of  these  negroes  is  most  satis&ctory,  not  one  of  them,  that  I  am 
aware  of,  has  ever  been  brought  before  a  magistrate  for  misconduct.''  In  order  to  ascertain 
¥rhich  of  tiJKe  ccmtradictory  statements  was  true,  he  went  early  in  the  morning  to  the  village 
where  these  people  reside,  in  ofder  to  see  for  hixnself.  He  wart  into  twenty  of  their  houses  m 
succession.  There  were  in  every  house  evidences  of  industry  and  domestic  comfort ;  he  found 
that  in  most  of  them  there  was  someone  who  could  read;  ami  in  evi^  house  there  was  a  Bible 
or  Testament,  and  nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  result  of  his  investigation. 

^*  We  asked  him  whether,  as  the  period  of  final  emancipation  approached,  the  planters 
would  not  be  likely  to  adopt  a  conciliiUx^ry  coarse  towards  thar  people.  He  said  that  he  feared 
no  improvement  would  be  likely  to  take  place,  because  it  was  not  so  much  the  loss  oi  money 
which  they  regretted,  as  the  loss  ci  despotic  ]X)wer.  No  one  now  imagined  that  any  loss 
would  be  sustained  in  the  expense  of  cultivation.  He  considered  it  a  providential  thing 
that  Antigua  had  adopted  complete  emancipation ;  because,  had  the  apprenticeship  prevailed 
in  all  the  colonies,  at  the  end  of  the  term  such  «trons  representations  would  have  been 
made  to  the  Home  Government  that  they  would  probably  have  been  induced  to  sanction 
laws  restricting  the  labourers  to  the  soil,  which  would  have  tended  to  perpetuate  the 
system." 


EndoBure  11,  in  No.  82. 

Extract  from  the  "  Antigua  Herald"  of  the  20th  May  1837,  alluded  to  in  the 

Archdeacon's  Letter. 

We  went  this  morning  to  the  adult  Sunday  ediool  connected  with  St.  Mary's  church ;  End.  11,  in  No.  S% 
there  were  present  40  or  50  old  peiople,  whom  ♦  ♦  *  *  vras  addressing ;  they  were 
cstechumens,  or  candidates  for  baptism.  There  w&re  also  50  or  60  scholars  learning  to 
read,  in  three  or  four  classes ;  tii^  were  from  14  to  upwards  of  60  years  of  age;  mere 
were  several  very  old  peo|de  ^Fen  in  the  alphabet  class,  some  of  vAom,  we  were  tcid,  came 
eight  or  ten  miles  to  the  school ;  they  exhibited  a  striking  and  afiecting  proof  of  the  ^ene- 
'  nu  de^re  among  the  ne|Toes  for  education. 

The  archdeacon  of  ^  ^  *  *  is  a  bright  insftance  of  true  Christian  boldness  and 
liberality ;  he  has  been  resident  12  years ;  his  femily  are  now  in  England,  and  he  feds  his 
health  so  for  affected  by  the  dimate,  that  he  thinks  he  must  shortly  kntye  permanently, 
which,  at  the  present  time,  will  be  a  great  loss,  for  his  views  on  th)e  abolition  question  are 
remarkaUy  just  and  decided ;  he  is  strongly  ofmosed  to  any  apprenticeship  of  the  children, 
for  however  short  a  period,  or  to  any  vi^ancy  law  that  shall  m  any  manner  shackle  the 
freed(Hn  of  the  negro  in  tfie  choice  of  a  master.  He  appears  to  be  universaliy  beloved  by 
the  negroes  and  people  of  colour ;  he  told  me  that  the  negroes  spoke  freely  to  him,  and 
■  said  that  their  present  condition  was  worse  than  their  former  one ;  that  they  knew  that  the 
King  and  people  of  England  intended  it  should  be  better,  but  the  planters  had  prevented  it. 

To  comprdiend  the  severity  of  their  punislmients  in  time,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
in  the  only  district  of  which  vi^e  have  obtained  the  returns,  of  1,150  free  childrwi  only  62 
receive  any  food  whatever  from  the  estates,  51  any  clothing,  and  193  any  medical  care; 
of  these,  49  belong  to  one  humane  proprietor,  so  that  they  and  perhaps  five  or  six  children 
are  dependent  entirely  for  support  upon  the  time  of  which  they  are  robbed,  for  they  appear 
to  have  commuted,  in  many  cases,  their  slave  allowances  for  half  an  acre  of  land. 

In  Barbados  the  combination  amongst  the  planters  is  such,  that  it  would  require  a  degree 
of  moral  courage  not  to  be  expected,  except  in  decidedly  religious  characters,  for  one  of 
their  number  to  adopt  a  liberal  and  enlightened  course.  The  labour  extracted  from  the 
negro  in  this  colony,  can  be  proved,  is  more  than  imder  die  old  system,  and  he  would  often 
prefer  floeging  severely  to  the  robbery  of  his  time,  thou^  perhaps  the  moral  degradation 
may  not  be  quite  so  great.  The  sufierings  of  the  negro  would  have  been  less,  and  his  pre- 
parations for  freedom  at  least  as  great,  had  Parliament  simply  decreed  that  in  1840  slavery 
should  cease,  and  not  at  all  inteifered  with  the  master's  autnc^ity  till  that  period.  Besides 
the  mortality  occasioned  by  the  present  system  to  the  free  children^  the  disgust  to  fidd 
154.— II.  B  4  ^^^^ 
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i6  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

BARBADOS,     labour  which  it  keeps  alive  in  the  minds  of  the  parent  greatly  increases  their  reluctance  to 

•^—  having  them  put  to  any  kind  of  agricultural  work^  and  the  masters  generally  are  able  to 

throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  getting  any  kind  of  efficient  instruction  till  the  end  of 

the  apprenticeship,  so  that  there  is  ground  to  fear  many  of  them  will  imbibe  idle  habits  that 

will  not  easily  be  removed. 

Though  nearly  two  years  and  a  half  have  now  elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the 
apprenticeship^  and  Gk)vemment  and  Parliament  were  as  much  pledged  to  the  adoption  and 
support  of  a  liberal  plan  of  education  for  the  negroes  as  for  the  payment  of  the  twenty 
n^hons,  yet  nothing  worth  naming  has  been  done,  or  seems  likelv  to  be  done. 

*  *  *  *^  speaking  of  the  state  of  the  free  children,  said  the  planters  had  settled  it 
in  their  own  mind,  after  1834,  to  have  the  children  apprenticed,  and  when  the  parents 
unanimously  refused,  in  a  fit  of  disappointment  many  turned  them  out  upon  the  pubUc 
roads,  and  refused  to  allow  the  mothers  any  time  to  attend  them,  or  any  of  their  usual 
indulgences.  They  told  them,  "  See  what  your  friends  in  England  have  done  for  your 
children."  This  state  of  things  lasted  about  a  fortnight ;  some  of  the  planters,  particu- 
larly the  owners  of  large  estates,  had  the  children  in  the  estate  nurseries,  as  before,  under 
the  care  of  an  old  woman.  On  the  smaller  properties  they  are  not  so  well  off;  the  free 
children  were  not  allowed  to  be  about  the  estate  in  the  day-time,  and  it  was  a  wonder  what 
became  of  them,  as  their  parents  usually  fastened  their  doors  as  they  went  into  the  6eld. 
Many  came  to  the  infant  school  three  hours  before  it  was  open,  simply  because  there  was 
nowhere  where  they  could  pass  the  time ;  they  had  been  obhged  to  nire  a  person  to  take 
care  of  them. 

A  stipendiary  magistrate  stated,  that  it  was  most  ill-advised  policy  to  pay  the  compensa- 
tion belorehand ;  if  it  had  been  left  till  the  end  of  the  apprenticeship,  things  would  have 
gone  on  very  differently,  and  many  lives  would  have  been  saved,  as  the  utmost  care  would 
have  been  taken  of  the  children  and  old  people.  Both  he  and  another  gentleman  who  was 
present  agreed  that  there  had  beai  a  large  proportion  of  deaths  among  the  free  children,, 
but  there  were  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  truth. — Birmingham  PhilanthrojHst, 
March  16th. 


Enclosure  12,  in  No.  82. 

''  West  Indian,"  of  the  2§th  May  1837 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Barbadian." 

End.  12,  in  No.  82.  Sir, 

Having  Just  read  in  the  "  Antigua  Herald"  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  J.  Sturge  of  the 
condition  of  the  negroes  in  this  island,  in  which  my  name  appears  to  be  introduced,  I  am 
anxious,  before  I  sail  from  Barbados,  to  obviate  any  misapprenension  which  may  arise  fircm. 
the  allusion  made  to  my  opinions  of  the  existing  state  of  the  negro  labourers. 

I  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  I  mentionra,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Sturge,  that  cer» 
tain  of  the  ni^groes  considered  the  condition  of  their  apprenticeship  to  differ  but  little  fircHU 
their  former  condition  of  slavery,  and  that  thev  attachea  an  undue  importance  to  the  cessa- 
tion of  certain  allowances  or  indulgences  which  they  received  under  the  old  system,  without 
sufficienUy  r^ardin^  the  benefits  which,  in  a  moral  view,  had  resulted  from  the  change  in 
their  state.  I  particularly  noticed'  among  these  benefits  the  discontinuance  of  the  demo- 
ralizing practice  of  flogging  the  females,  and  also  the  power  given  by  law  to  the  magis- 
trates to  interpose  in  any  case  of  complaint  made  by  the  apprentice  against  his  master. 

With  reference  to  what  the  King  and  the  people  of  England  intended,  and  what  the 
planters  prevented,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  Mr.  Stuige  is  under  a  mistake  in  supposing 
that  I  used  the  expressions  which  he  attributes  to  me  in  this  matter. 

As  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Stui^e  was  in  the  presence  of  a  third  person,  now  in  this 
island,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  that  person  fully  admits  the  correctness  of  the 
remarks  which  I  nave  h^e  made  of  Mr.  Sturge's  communication  to  his  friends  in  England. 

With  respect  to  my  being  in  opinion  opposed  to  the  apprenticeship  of  the  negro  cmldrea, 
I  hesitate  not  to  declare  that  I  am  so.  My  sentiments  on  this  subject  have  continued  with- 
out any  change  from  the  first  promulgation  of  the  Imperial  Act  down  to  the  present  day. 

I  have  noticed  all  which  in  Mr.  Sturge's  letter  can  have  reference  to  any  conversation 
which  that  gentleman  had  with  me  on  the  state  of  the  apprenticeship  in  this  colony. 

I  am,  &c. 

Barbados,  26  May  1837.  (signed)        Edward  ElioU 


Enclosure  13,  in  No.  82. 

End.  13*  in  No.  82.  gj^^  Barbados,  Station-house,  District  A.R.  D.,  6  June  1837. 

As  chairman  of  a  meeting  of  the  special  justices  of  this  island,  convened  by  desire  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  held  on  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you, 
for  his  information,  the  report  of  that  meeting  and  the  conclusions  arrived  at. 

The  several  matters  contained  in  his  Excellency's  memorandum,  and  laid  before  this 
meeting,  were  separately  taken  into  consideration,  and  investigated  deliberately.    Those 

subjects 
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sabjects  are  of  such  importance  in  the  present  and  peculiar  situation  of  the  population  o       BARBADOSl 
the  colony,  that  every  possible  care  was  taken  by  the  committee  in  drawing  up  their  report,  —^ 

which  conveys  to  his  Excellency  the  unanimous  opimons  of  their  whole  body  on  the  points 
submitted  to  ihem  for  consideration. 

I  have,  &c. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)        John  B.  Colthwrst,  s.  j.  p* 

kc.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  14,  in  No.  82. 


Barbados,  1  June  1837.       End.  14,  in  No.  Sii 

At  a  meeting  of  special  magistrates  of  this  island,  held  this  day,  present.  Major  Colt- 
liurst,  Captains  Hough,  Cuppage,  Robertson,  Hutcheson,  Kennedy  and  Mr.  G&rraway, 
the  enclosed  memorandum,  with  its  accompaniments,  was  laid  before  the  meeting  by  desire 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

The  meeting,  having  attentively  considered  that  portion  of  a  report  inserted  in  the 
^'  Antigua  Herald '^  of  the  20th  of  Mav^  and  extracted  from  '^  The  Birmingham  Philanthro- 
pist" of  the  16th  of  March,  under  the  head  of  "  Barbados,''  in  which  several  statements 
connected  with  the  apprenticeship  system  in  this  colony  are  advanced,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  should  be  met  by  a  record  of  their  sentiments,  the  more  particularly  as  the 
confidence  of  die  Home  Government  has  reposed  in  their  hands,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
the  important  experiment  of  the  apprenticeship  at  present  in  operation  throughout  the 
colonies  to  a  successful  termination,  are  induced  respectfully  to  state  to  your  Excellency,  in 
reference  to  the  following  observations  contained  in  the  report  above  alluded  to, 

"  1st.  That  the  sufferings  of  the  negro  would  have  been  less,  and  his  preparations  for 
freedom  at  least  as  great,  had  Parliament  simply  decreed,  that  in  I840  slavery  should 
cease,  and  not  at  all  have  interfered  with  the  master's  authority  until  that  period." 

On  Uiis  point  they  hold  a  different  opinion ;  and  although  they  do  not  doubt  that  a  state 
of  entire  freedom  would  have  been  more  beneficial  to  the  negro  than  a  perpetuation  of 
slavery  until  1840,  still,  under  present  circumstances,  they  consider  the  apprenticeship  system 
highly  advantageous,  from  which  the  best  results  may  reasonably  be  expected,  and 
infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  a  continued  state  of  slavery. 

'^  2dly.  That  a  mortality  has  taken  place  amon^  the  firee  children  of  apprenticed  labourers^ 
occasioned  by  the  present  system  of  withholdmg  the  usual  allowances  from  the  free 
children,  and  also  that  the  disgust  which  the  apprenticeship  system  keeps  alive  in  the  minds 
of  the  parents  CTeatly  increases  this  reluctance  to  engage  their  children  in  any  kind  of 
agricultural  woA." 

With  reference  to  the  mortality  of  free  children,  the  special  magistrates  are  unable  to 
speak  with  certainty ;  they  must,  however,  observe  that  they  are  unacquainted  with  any 
apparent  cause  which  misht  have  originated  such  mortality,  and  have  no  doubt,  if  such 
cause  existed,  that  it  would  have  come  under  their  observation.  Relative  to  the  repugnance 
of  the  apprentices  in  engaging  their  children  in  agricultural  labour,  they  conceive  this 
disinclination  to  be  the  very  natural  result  arising  rom  feelmgs  connected  with  their  late 
state  of  slavery. 

'^  3dly.  That  the  masters  are  generally  able  to  throw  obstacles  m  the  way  of  their  free 
children  receiving  efficient  instruction  till  the  end  of  the  apprenticeship,  so  that  there  is 
ground  to  fear  many  of  them  will  imbibe  idle  habits.". 

The  magistrates,  being  aware  that  this  important  subject  has  been  already  referred  by 
his  Excellency  the  Grovemor  to  the  House  of  Legislature,  they  forbear  offering  any  remark 
on  tliis  statement.  The  meeting  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  add,  that  assertions,  of  a 
nature  similar  to  those  above  noted  (which  they  have  endeavoured  to  show,  as  &t  as  their 
experience  and  observation  entitle  them  to  judge,  are  vague  and  imsatisfSActory),  must  tend 
materially  to  keep  alive  those  feelings  of  imtation  generated  under  the  late  system  of  slavery,, 
which  it  would  be  poUtic  to  soothe  and  allay ;  and,  by  connecting  the  old  system  which 
prevailed  with  the  present  preparatory  state  of  apprenticeship,  they  consider  that  a  serious 
obstacle  is  raised  in  the  mmds  of  the  parents  towards  entering  into  that  concihatory  contract, 
which  their  friendly  advocates  at  home,  as  well  as  in  the  colonies,  are  equally  anxious  to 
establish,  viz.,  the  j>articipation  of  the  employers  in  partially  defraying  the  expenses 
attendmg  the  education  of  the  free  children  on  the  one  hand;  and  on  the  other,  the 
imperative  necessity  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  their  juvenile 
offspring  the  propnety  of  engaging  in  some  species  of  agricultural  labour,  as  a  means  of 
future  subsistence. 

They  cheerfully  bear  testimony  to  the  general  good  behaviour  of  the  apprentices,  which, 
ihey  have  reason  to  hope  will  still  continue  to  prevail ;  but  they  fear  that  reports  similar  to 
that  under  observation,  promulgated,  no  doubt,  with  pure  intentions,  and  finnly  credited  by 
the  authors,  who  have  implicitly  relied  on  the  communications  made  to  them  on  the  subject, 
are  not  by  any  means  calculated  to  maintain  this  peaceable  and  tranquil  behaviour  on  the 
part  of  tne  apprentices,  inasmuch  as  a  feeling  of  imi^nary  wrong  is  created ;  whereas,  on 
the  contrary,  tney  are  firmly  protected  from  oppression  by  the  impartial  administration  of 
the  wholesome  laws  confided  to  the  care  of  the  special  magistrates. 

They  also  consider  it  necessary  to  adduce,  as  the  most  cogent  proof  of  the  satisfactoiy 

working  of  Uie  apprenticeship  system,  that  the  agriculture  state  of  the  island    at  this 
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BARBADOS,      moment,  and  previously  to  the  reaping  of  the  late  crop,  although  it  may  have  been  equalled, 

has  been  seldom  surpassed;  while  the  large  returns  niade  on  all  tlie  estates  sufficiently 

evince  the  contented  spirit  with  which  the  apprentices  performed  their  daily  routine  of 
duty ;  and  with  such  strong  evidence  before  them,  the  meeting  would  submit  to  your 
.  Excellency  the  impolicy  (to  use  no  stronger  epithet)  of  disturbing  the  present  feeling  of 
harmony  by  introducing  to  the  heated  imaginations  of  the  apprentices  an  overwrought 
picture*  of  oppression,  as  exercised  towards  them  by  their  natural  protectors,  and  Sus 
sowing  the  seeds  of  discontentment  and  final  insubordination. 

(signed)        John  B.  CoUhurst,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  15,  in  No.  82. 
Barbados. 

To  his  Excellency  Sir  Evan  John  Murray  M*  Gregory  Baronet,  Governor,  &c.  &c. 

Enc .  15,  in  No.  82.  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

The  Council  and  Assembly  have  ihe  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excel* 
lency's  message  of  the  9th  instant,  together  with  its  enclosures,  Nos.  1,  2  and  3.  No;  1, 
being  copy  of  a  despatch  from  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  die  Colonial 
Department ;  No.  2.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Buxton  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
Sir  George  Grey ;  and  No.  3.  Copy  of  part  of  a  letter  said  to  have  been  addressed  to  Mn 
Buxton  from  a  correspondent  in  Barbados;  and  we  beg  to  assure  you,  Sir,  that  we  are 
impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  ^titude  for  the  frank,  oj>en  and  generous  conduct  of  your' 
Excellency,  in  haying  been  graciously  pleased  to  communicate  to  Siese  two  branches  of  the 
legislature  documents  contaming  matter  of  such  great  importance  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  island  under  your  government. 

Lord  Glenelg  has,  at  tho  suggestion  and  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Buxton,  assumed 
the  truth  of  the  following  proposition  on  authority,  the  value  of  which  will  be  presently 
apparent,  "  that  an  attempt  is  making  by  planters  in  the  island  of  Barbados  to  force  the 
apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  the  consent  of  their  parents ;  and  that  the 
Solicitor-general  is  endeavouring  to  prove  that  a  clause  in  one  of  the  local  Acts  will  enable 
them  to  s^ect  this  object."  His  Lordship  has  unfortunately  in  this  instance  drawn  his 
conclusions  from  premises  wholly  unfounded  in  fact,  and  consequently  given  instructions 
altogether  needless. 

It  were  well  if  our  Trans- Atlantic  brethren  would  in  such  cases  wait  for  proof  before  they 
proceeded  to  condemn ;  accustomed,  however,  to  be  calumniated  as  a  body,  we  have  long 
ceased  to  regard  with  feelings  other  than  those  of  astonishment  the  credulity  which  fosters 
felsehood,  and  the  avidity  with  which  malicious  representations  are  credited,  when  they 
coincide  with  the  views  or  promote  the  objects  of  party. 

We,  therefore,  return  your  Excellency  sincere  thanks  for  having  afforded  us  an  oppor 
tunity  of  refiiting  the  slanderous  imputations  attempted  to  be  cast  on  the  character  of  an 
honourable  and  most  efficient  member  of  the  legislature,  and  also  of  removing  from  the 
minds  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  an  impression  highly  injunous  to  the  character  of  this 
community.  This  will  be  best  done  by  a  simple  statement  of  facts.  In  Appendix  (A.) 
to  which  we  most  respectfully  refer  your  Excellency^  you  will  find  that  on  the  31st  of 
January  last,  the  Solicitor-general  made  a  motion  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  free  chil- 
dren, with  a  view  of  devising  the  best  means  of  providing  for  their  education  and  pro- 
moting their  welfare,  and  that  the  Council  be  invited  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their  body 
r  to  conf6r  with  the  committee  of  the  House  on  the  occasion  ;*'  which  motion  the  learned 

member  supported  by  the  arguments  contained  in  Appendix  (B.),  the  Council  and  Assembly 
being  impressed  with  the  conviction,  that  on  the  inaustrious  habits  and  moral  conduct  of 
the  labouring  population  mainly  depend  the  success  of  the  great  experiment  which  is  now 
being  made  on  the  colonies ;  and  being  moreover  desirous  of  laying  the  surest  foundation 
for  the  reorganization  of  our  social  system,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Council  and  Assembly 
was  appointed,  which,  as  your  Excellency  is  aware,  is  now  engaged  in  instituting  a  minute 
inquiry,  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  set  forth  in  the  Solicitor-general's  motion.  As  a  preli 
minary  measure  to  the  success  of  this,  the  Solicitor-general  himself,  on  the  21st  of  February, 
introduced  a  Bill  in  the  House  of  Assembly  to  reped  that  part  of  the  38th  clause  of  the  Abo- 
Ution  Act,  authorizing  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers  until 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  which  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  one — vide  Appendix  (C.)  On 
the  14th,  of  March,  another  member  of  Assembly,  not  being  an  official  servant  of  the 
Crown,  and  having  no  scruples  as  to  an  assumed  principle  of  tne  Government,  introduced  a 
Bill  to  repeal  the  whole  of  the  38th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act.  To  this  the  SolicitoN 
general  objected,  unless  accompanied  with  a  suspending  clause,  which  being  added  on  hit 
motion,  the  Bill  was  carried  by  a  lai^e  majority,  and  immediately  went  through  the  Council, 
both  branches  of  the  legislature  being  convinced  that  this  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act  had 
been  quite  inoperative. 

So  niuch,  then,  for  the  truth  of  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Buxton's  colrrespondent,  as  re- 
gards the  Solicitor-General,  whose  conduct  has  been  Ae  very  reverse  of  that  with  which  he 
18  charged,  for  so  far  '^  from  attempting  to  prove  that  a  clause  in  one  of  the  local  Acts, 
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-wiiich  the  Colonial  tMce  has  saiiciionedy  will  enable  them  to  effect  this/'  the  Solicitor-      BARBADOS. 
general  has  been  mainly  instrumental  m  e£fecting  the  repeal  of  the  clause  aUuded  to.  

With  respect  to  the  allegatioB  made  by  Mr.  Buxton's  correspondent,  that  ''the  planters 
in  this  island  are  Attempting  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  the 
consent  of  their  parents,"  and  by  that  gentleman  imposed  as  truth  upon  his  Majesty's 
Government,  we  again  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  Minutes  of  Assembly,  Appendix  (D.) 
for  the  total  refutation  of  that  charge,  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  naving,  with 
the  full  aTOrobation  of  their  c(mslitaent£>,  "  the  jdanters,"  Toluntarily  repealed  tte  88th 
clause  of  the  Abolition  Act,  the  only  law  under  which  free  children  could  have  been 
apprenticed,  and  thus  the  principle  of  hostility  to  the  apprenticeship  of  children  adverted  to 
by  my  Lord  Glenelff,  and  attributed  to  the  opmion  of  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  but  in  fiu;t  origmat- 
ing  with  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  has  been  carried  out  during  your  Excellency's  adminis- 
tration to  the  fullest  extent  which  his  Lordship  could  desire. 

We  cannot  omit  to  take  this  opportunity  of  drawing  your  Excellency's  attention  to  a^ 
erroneous  impression  which  has  been  engendered  in  the  minds  of  the  parents  of  the  free 
children  by  a  misinterpretation  of  that  very  principle,  when  advocated  by  Sir  Lionel  Smith, 
which  has  been  most  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  children  themselves,  as  it  is 
viewed  by  this  class  of  persons  as  involving  degradation  in  agricultural  labour,  and  con- 
necting idleness  with  freedom. 

In  me  letter  from  Mr.  Buxton's  correspondent  it  is  stated,  "  every  effort  is  made  to  force 
the  parents  to  apprentice  the  children,  oy  turning  the  infants  out  of  their  houses  into  the 
roads^  stopping  the  molasses,  on  which  they  are  partly  sustained,"  Charges  so  general 
demand  but  a  general  denial,  which  the  Council  and  Assembly  have  no  hesitation  in  giving, 
not  a  single  instance  of  such  inhuman  conduct  having  come  to  their  knowledge. 

The  question  of  emancipation  being  no  longer  a  debatable  point,  we  have  cheerfully 
applied  ourselves  in  good  faith  to  the  consummaticm  of  this  great  national  ex{)eriment,  in  the 
mtimate  success  of  which  we  are  so  deeply  interested,  and  in  pursuing  this  stem  path  of 
duty,  surrounded  by  difficulties  of  no  ordinary  nature,  we  cannot  but  confess  that  we  feel 
great  mortification  and  disappointment  in  having  to  encounter  embarrassing  distrust  and 
tnisapprehension,  when  we  expected  to  find  ready  assistance  and  able  support. 

(signed)        John  A.  Becklee,  President; 
8  June  1837.  Samuel  Hind$j  Speaker. 


Af^Miidix  (A«) 
Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  31st  of  January  1837. 
Mr.  Clarke  having  expressed  himself  at  some  length  on  the  subject,  moved  tbe  appoint- 
ment of  a  conamittee  to  inquire  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  free  children  of  apprenticed 
labourers,  virith  a  view  of  devisii^  the  best  means  of  providing  for  their  education  and  pro- 
moting their  welfare,  and  that  a  communication  be  addressed  to  the  Council  requesting 
their  concurrence  in  this  inquiry ;  the  motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  Bovell,  and  a^^d  to, 
Mr.  Speaker  was  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Thomhill,  Mr.  Baynes,  Mr.  Muse,  Mr.  Clarke  and 
Mr.  Bovell,  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 


Appendix  (B.) 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  a  Speech  made  by  Mr.  Solicitor-general  Clarke,  in  the 
House  of  Assembly,  on  the  31st  January  1837. 

BsFORS  he  sat  down  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  an  important  point  connected  with 
this  question.  He  had  heard  that  an  idea  had  got  abroad  ampng  the  parents  of  these  chil- 
dren, that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  enforce  generally  that  clause  of  the  Imperial  Act  for 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery  which  had  been  incorporated  in  the  Island  Act,  for  causing  the 
apprenticeship  of  these  children  under  certain  circumstances.  He  had  been  told  of  this  im- 
pression in  a  way  which  had  induced  him  to  beheve  that  it  was  ec]ually  general  and  bane*- 
nil ;  he  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  the  most  unqualified  denial,  and  as  it  was  most 
desirablethat  all  erroneous  impressions  of  this  nature  m  the  mmds  of  the  parents  of  these 
children  should  be  removed,  he  took  that  opportunity  of  ccmtradicting  it.  Such  an  idea  had 
not,  he  believed,  been  ever  entertained  by  any  person  possessing  the  least  influence,  or  having 
any  authority  whatever ;  he  vms  most  solicitous  that  this  impression  should  be  done  away 
witih,  because  he  feared  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry  which  he  was  about  to  recommend 
would  show,  that  nearly  all  the  evils  to  which  these  unfortunate  children  were  exposed  arose 
from  wroi^  and  unfounded  impresnons,  chiefly  on  this  subject,  in  the  minds  of  their  parents. 
tie  trusted  that  they  would  oe  persuaded  that  the  only  object  the  legislature  had  in  view 
was  to  benefit  these  children,  po  rescue  them  from  the  curse  of  idleness,  and  by  obtaining 
)br  them  the  blessings  of  education,  enable  them  to  provide  for  themselves  at  a  future  da^ 
by  honest  and  profitable  industry.  The  honourable  member,  after  a  few  other  remarks,  Con- 
cluded by  moving  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  actual  condition  of  the 
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BARBADOS,     free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers,  with  a  view  of  devising  the  best  means  of  praviding^ 

for  their  education,  and  promoting  their  welfare,  and  that  the  Council  be  invited  to  appmnt 

a  committee  of  their  body  to  concur  with  the  committee  of  the  House  on  the  occasion. 


Appendix  (C.) 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  21st  of  February  1837. 

Mr.  Clabkb,  after  expressing  himself  on  the  subject,  introduced  a  Bill  to  repeal  so  niucti 
of  the  38th^  clause  of  the  Slavery  Abolition  Act  as  authorizes  the  special  justices  to  ap- 
prentice the  free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers  until  the  age  of  21  years,  and  to  provioe, 
that  it  shall  not  be  lavrful  to  apprentice  such  children  beyond  the  1st  of  August  1840,  whidi 
he  moved  m%ht  be  read ;  ana  his  motion  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Bascom,  the  same 
was  read  a  first,  second  and  third  time,  and  uie  question  being  about  to  be  put  thereon, 
Mr.  Corbin  rose  and  expressed  himself  against  the  measure,  Mr.  Clarke  havine  spoken  m 
reply  to  the  objections  urged  by  Mr.  Corbin,  the  question  was  put  on  the  Bill,  when  the 
same  was  lost,  the  House  (Oviding  as  follows :  Ayes  7 ;  Noes  8. 


Appendix  (D.) 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  14th  of  March  1837.      * 

Mr.  Boyell,  adverting  to  the  Bill  ititroduced  at  a  former  meeting  by  his  learned  col- 
league, Mr.  Clarke,  for  repealing  a  part  of  the  d8th  clause  of  the  Slavery  Abolition  Act,  and 
which  he  regretted  had  been  lost,  be^ed  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  Bill  he 
then  held  in  his  hand  for  repealing  ^e  whole  of  the  said  clause,  which  he  delivered  in,  and 
moved  that  it  might  be  read ;  and  his  motion  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Corbin,  the  Bill 
was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Clarke  spoke  as  to  the  merits  of  the  rejected  as  well  as  the  present  Bill;  and  said  that 
he  should  not  oppose  the  measure  if  a  suspending  clause  for  his  Majesty's  pleasure  was 
added  to  the  Bill,  whereupon  a  suspending  clause  was  unanimously  i^reed  to,  and  added  to 
the  Bill  accordingly. 

The  Bill  was  men,  on  the  motion  of  Mr*  Bovell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Corbin,  read  a  second 
and  third  time;  and  the  question  for  passing  put  thereon,  when  the  same  passed  the  Houses; 
Mr.  Bascom  dissenting. 


—No.  83.— 
(No.  53.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glemlg  to  Governor 
Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart. 

No.  83.  Sir,  Downing-street,  31  August  1837. 

I  HAVB  had  the  bonour  to  receive  your  despatch  and  enclosures  of  the  12tlr 
June,  No.  133,  in  further  reference  to  the  charge  imputed  to  Mr.  Clarke  and  the 
planters  of  Barbados,  of  forcing  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without 
the  consent  of  their  parents. 

You  will  before  this  be  in  possession  of  my  despatch  of  the  30th  of  June,  ia 
which  I  communicated  to  you  the  frank  retractation  by  Mr.  Buxton  of  the  erro- 
neous statement  which  he  had  made  to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Clarke.  I  may  there- 
fore consider  that  part  of  the  subject  as  disposed  of;  and  it  now  only  remains 
for  me  to  assure  you  of  the  gratification  with  which  I  have  perused  the  statements 
of  the  several  stipendiary  magistrates  serving  in  Barbados,  that  the  planters 
have  not,  in  any  one  instance  that  has  been  brought  to  their  cognizance^ 
attempted  to  force  the  apprenticeship  of  the  free  children  without  the  consent  of 
their  parents. 

I  perceive  it  to  be  stated  by  the  Council  and  Assembly,  in  the  communication 
made  to  you  on  the  8th  June,  through  the  President  and  Speaker,  that  I  had, 
^*  at  the  suggestion  and  under  the  influence  of  Mr.  Buxton,  assumed  the  truth'* 
of  the  statements  made  to  me  through  that  gentleman.  The  Council  and  Assem* 
bly  are  in  error  in  supposing  that  I  assumed  the  truth  of  the  statements  in 
question ;  I  merely  dealt  with  them  as  I  am  bound  to  deal  with  any  statements 
which  are  not  anonymous,  and  which  contain  allegations  aflfecting  public  interests. 
I  transmitted  them  to  you  for  inquiry  and  report,  affirming  at  the  same  time  the 
principles  of  policy  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
inibject  they  were  connected  with. 

I  have,  &c. 

^^  (signed)        Glenelg. 
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_No.  84.— 


BARBADOS- 


-YNo.  183.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  JE.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  No.  84. 

to  Lord  Gknelg. 

My  Lord,  Govemment  House,  Barbados,  16  August  1837; 

I  HAD  the  pleasure  of  acquainting  Mr.  Solicitor-general  Clarke,  immediately 
on  its  receipt,  with  the  contents  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  30tli  of  June, 
No.  40,  and  have  since  been  verbally  assured  of  his  concurrence  jwith  me  in 
entirely  adopting  your  Lordship's  view  of  the  candid  and  handsome  manner 
in  which  Mr.  Fowell  Buxton  has  hastened  to  withdraw  the  charges  against 
the  learned  gentleman,  which  erroneous  information  had  induced  hun  to 
advance. 

At  the  same  time,  in  consequence  of  the  allusion  to  myself  in  the  conclusion 
of  his  explanatory  letter  to  Mr.  Clarke,  I  am  desirous,  with  your  Lordship's  per- 
mission, that  Mr.  Buxton  should  be  distinctly  apprized  of  its  having  proved,  as 
he  had  every  right  to  expect,  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me. 

Your  Lordship  will  likewise  permit  me  to  express  the  proper  sense  with  which 
I  am  impressed  of  the  kind  and  considerate  t6rms  in  which  your  Lordship  has  been 
pleased  to  disclaim  any  implied  censure  or  distrust  of  my  sentiments  or  pro- 
^H^eedings  in  regard  to  the  negro  population  of  these  colonies. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         E,  J.  M.  McGregor ^  Governor. 
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BARBADOS. 


SPECIAL  MAGISTRATES'  REPORTS. 


No.  85. 

May  1837. 


—No,  85,— 
(No.  143.) 

Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  firam  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Greg^r,  Bart. 

to  Lord  Glendg. 

My  Lord,  Government  Hoase,  Barbados,  20  June  1837. 

Communications  from  the  stipendiary  magistrates  of  Barbados,  relative  to  the- 
~  questions  they  are  required  to  answer  monthly,  are  herewith  forwarded  to  your 
Lordship. 

I  have,  &c* 

(signed)        E.  J^  M.  M^Grtgor^  GororBor. 


EdcI.1,  in  No.  85. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  85. 

Barbados. — District  C. 

Monthly  Report  from  the  Ist  to  the  31st  of  May  1837. 


•Questions. 
No.  1. — ^What  has  been  the  general  con- 
duct of  the  apprentices  in  your 
district  since  your  last  report  ? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling 
between  them  and  their  em- 
ployers ;  and  if  so,  to  what  cause 
do  you  attribute  it  ? 


No.  3. — Do  they  perform  theirwork  willingly; 
audit  not,  to  what  do  youascribe  it? 

No.  4. — What  arethe  working  hours  generally 
in  use  in  yourdistnct?  Are  any,  and 
what,  intervals  of  relaxation  allowed 
to  the  apprentices  during  the  work- 
mg  hours  ? 

No.  6. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in 
your  district?  If  not,  does  the  ob- 
jection lie  with  the  master  or  the 
apprentices  ? 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work 
in  their  own  time  for  money-wages  ? 
If  so,  what  is  the  ordinary  rate  of 
wages,  and  how  are  they  paid?  If 
not,  have  they  been  offered  ? 

No.  7. — Are  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it 
was  usual  during  slavery  for  the 
estate  to  supply? 

No.  8. — ^What  is  thecondition  of  the  free  chil- 
dren, and  how  are  they  supported  ? 


No.  9.— Whatfiacilities  does  your  district  sup- 
ply for  education  and  religious  in- 
struction?   Is  the  attendance  at 

church 


Answers. 
Although    a  good  many  complaints  ha?e 
been  preferred  this  month  from  this  district, 
still,  generally  speaking,  the  conduct  of  the 
apprentices  has  oeen  good. 

In  some  instances  a  want  of  good  feeling 
does  exist  between  employers  and  apprentices, 
which  I  attribute  principally  to  the  substitu- 
tion of  time  in  lieu  of  part  of  the  apprentices' 
allowance,  and  which  is  permitted  by  the  32d 
clause  of  the  Abolition  Act;  together  with 
private  agreements  entered  into  by  appren- 
tices with  their  masters  to  give  extra  time,  and 
these  agnoeaaonts  not  held  to  by  one  or  other 
of  the  party. 

Generally  speaking,  the  apprentices  do  per- 
form their  work  willingly. 

The  working  hours  in  this  district  are^ 
from  six  in  the  morning  until  nine,  from  ten 
imtil  one,  and  from  three  imtil  six,  allowing 
intervals  of  relaxation  from  nin^  until  ten,  and 
from  one  imtil  three. 

Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in 
this  district,  which  appears  to  be  the  mutual 
wish  of  master  and  apprentice. 

It  is  usual  for  apprentice  labourers  in  this 
district  to  work  in  their  own  time,  and  for 
money-wages,  which  average  from  10^2.  to 
l8.  1  d,  for  nine  hours'  labour,  and  paid  in 
money. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  there  are  any 
indulgences  withheld  which  it  was  usual 
during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply. 

The  free  children  in  this  district  are  princi- 
pally supported  by  their  parents,  but  on  some 
estates  they  are  fed  and  taken  care  of  the 
same  as  previous  to  the  Ist  August  1834. 

There  are  two  churches  in  this  district, 
with  residentclergymen  attached  to  each,  and 
three  chapels,  having  a  school  attached  to 

each^ 
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eluurch  and  in  tbe  schook  equal  to     each,  and  both  well  attended  ;  but  the  facili-  ..^^.^ 

the  [accommodation  ?  ,  ties  for  education  in  this  district  are  not  near 

adequate  for  the  rising*  population* 

No.lt. — Is  therea  general  deske  amongst  the  There  is  a  great  desue  on  the  part  of  the 

apprentiees  to  pnrchaee  their  dis-  apprattice  laboorers  to  purdiase  their  dis- 

cworge  ?     How  many  discharges  charge ;  seventeai  were  <H>tained  this  montfi; 

baTe  beai  eflected  smce  your  last  viz.  three  by  free  dfit,  one  by  private  i^ree- 

report?  raent>  and  thirteen  by  appraisement. 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do         Apprentices  who  obtain    their    discharge 
thoseVho  have  obtained  their  dis-     generally  betake  themselves  to  the  same  em- 
charge  usually  betake  themselves  ?     plojrments  they  followed  previous  to  their  ob- 
taining the  same. 

No.  12. — Whataretheprospectsoftheensuing  The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  hold 
crop;  and  wnat  the  general  state  of  forth  to  the  planter  the  expectation  of  its 
cultivation?  Has  the  season  been  being  most  abundant ;  the  season  as  yet  has 
&vourable9  or  otherwise  ?  been  favourable,  and  the  cultivatioa  has  been 

good. 

Now  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  I  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions  to 
orpractical  measure  to  recommend?     make,  or  practical  measure  to  recommend. 

(signed)        A.  Cuppage,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  85. 


Stationrhouse,  Barbados,  District  A.  R.  D. 
Sir,  2  June  1837. 

I  BBO  leave  to  acquaint  you^  for  the  information  of  his  Excellencv  the  Governor,  that  EncL  2,  in  No.  85. 
nothing  of  any  importance  has  oceivred  in  my  district  ^ce  I  had  the  nonour  of  forwarding 
my  last  monthly  report  for  April. 

I  have,  however,  g^^c^t  pleasure  in  staling,  that  the  apprentices  continue  their  good  con* 
duct  by  continuing  to  labour  freely,  particularly  during  extra  hours  required  for  the  manu- 
£ftcture  of  the  crop  of  canes.  I  consider  this  rather  as  a  test  in  inclination  to  discharge  their 
general  duties ;  their  conduct  upon  this  occasion  has  undergone  improvement,  when  cc»n- 
pared  with  that  of  last  year  on  tne  like  occasions. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  Governor's  attention  to  a  few  remarks  which  I  have  considered  it 
my  dut^  to  make  upon  the  very  important  subject  of  education  for  the  free  children  of 
apprenticed  labourers. 
.    1  also  enclose  you  the  return  of  persons  obtaining  their  discharge  during  the  m(mth 

^*  I  have,  &c. 

To  T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)        Jokn  B.  Coltkttnty  s.  J.  p. 

kc  &c.  Sec. 


Question  13. — Under  this  head  of  general  inquiry,  and  having  had  an  opfjortunity  of 
reading  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  apprenticeship  system  in  the  West  Indies  :^ 

This  report  only  refers  to  the  operation  of  that  system  m  Jamaica ;  however,  the  preldent 
situation  of  this  colony  is  so  similar  in  that  respect,  and  the  position  of  the  special  justices 
so  much  alike,  that  whatever  the  Committee  nave  recommended  for  the  one  may,  in  my 
judgment,  be  adopted  for  the  other ;  both  are  the  principal  seats  of  government ;  both  have 
been  cfaieiF  nursenes  of  slavery,  and  markets  for  slaves;  and,  consequently,  the  two  colonies, 
wherein  the  passions,  prejudices  and  evils  attendant  upon  that  system  have  taken  the  deepest 
root,  to  cahn  and  eradicate  which  becomes  the  most  critical,  and  often  painfril,  duty  of  the 
special  justice,  who  is  almost  daily  called  upon  to  allay  feelings  so  hostile  to  the 
temperate  adjustment  of  questions  on  mterests  so  much  at  vanance. 

However,  now  I  haVe  the  pleasure  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  inform  his  Excellency  that 
a  manifest  change  for  the  better,  in  this  respect,  has  gradually  taken  place  in  my  district 
within  the  last  four  months ;  asperity  seem  to  be  giving  way  to  temperate  arrangement ; 
the  laws  are  better  understood  and  obeyed ;  the  number  of  runaways  from  estates  to  Bridge 
Town,  where  so  many  temptations  exist,  much  fewer ;  this  feet  is  satisfectorily  proved  by 
the  momi^  reports  to  me  from  the  police  magistrates.  The  average  number  of  those  persons 
sent  up  to  me  with  this  report  each  morning,  for  the  six  months  previous  to  the  1st  January 
1837,  was  10,  or  thereabouts.  The  average  number  since  that  period  to  the  present  is  not 
more  than  three  each  day,  and  on  some  mornings  as  low  as  one.  This  gradual  decrease  in  the 
number  of  absentees  from  estates  to  Bridge  Town,  where  (as  I  said  before)  so  many  tempta- 
tions present  themselves,  I  consider  a  most  fevourable  circumstance. 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  which  I  have  alluded  to,  several  matters  have  been 
taken  into  consideration,  and,  among  others,  the  necessity  of  educating,  in  a  suitable  manner, 
the  free  children  of  apprentice  labourers,  as  well  as  suggesting  the  expediency  of  alterations 
in  the  laws  now  in  force. 

1 54. — II.  C  4  Reflection, 
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BARBADOS.         Reflection,  and  some  experience,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  have  led  me  to  be  of  opinion- 

1  generally,  that  the  fewer  alterations  of  the  present  laws  (affecting  the  apprenticeship  system)* 

that  take  place  the  better.  Those  laws,  however  defective,  have  been  so  long  acted  on^ 
and  the  parties  concerned  so  reconciled  to  iheir  operation,  it  would,  in  my  very  humble  judg- 
ment, be  exceedingly  injudicious  to  alter  or  amend  them  now,  at  this  late  period  of  the  appren 
ticeship,  and,  by  so  doing,  rouse  passions  and  jealousies  at  present,  happily,  at  rest,  wnichi 
again  excited,  the  evil  would  fisdl  (as  in  almost  all  such  cases)  on  the  weaker  party,  the  ap* 
prentice,  for  whose  protection  and  interests  the  great  Abolition  Law  was  mainly  carried  into 
effect.  I  therefore  think  the  present  tranouil  and  prosperous  state  of  thii^s  should  remam 
undisturbed;  and  whatever  difficulties  tne  special  justices  may  experience  in  the  dis-r 
charge  of  their  duties,  it  would  be  most  advisable  to  permit  this  great  experiment  to  settle 
down  without  any  material  change  in  the  laws  now  m  existence,  or  further  interference,  the 
more  particularly  as  the  momentous  question  of  education  will,  ere  long,  be  brought  before 
the  pubUc.  This,  of  itself,  and  upon  whatever  system  formed,  will  create  considerable  agita- 
tion for  some  time ;  it  is  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  future  and  best  interests  of  this 
colony,  all  minor  considerations  should  give  way,  and  permit  the  present  good  understanding 
between  the  parties  to  be  assisting  in  whatever  system  of  education  may  be  finally  decide 
on,  and  which,  if  properly  handl^,  will  ensure  the  future  prosperity  of  the  colony  in  the 
affirmative ;  it  will  also  require  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  judicious  persons,  without  (if  pos- 
sible) disturbing  the  favourable  current  of  the  apprenticeship,  and  wnich^  under  any  circum- 
stances, should  not  be  lost  sight  of  for  a  single  moment. 

I  am  led  respectfully  to  make  the  above  remarkis  in  consequence  of  the  variety  of  opinions 
expressed  by  individuals  on  the  precise  mode  or  system  of  education  to  be  adopted ;  some  of 
those  opinions  are  wild  and  extravagant  in  the  greatest  degree,  and  utterly  irreconcilable 
with  the  present  situation  of  the  people ;  others  aeain  are  more  rational,  and  many  take  a 
sincere  interest  in  the  project,  and  would  lend  their  nearty  aid  in  the  education  of  their  de^ 
pendents.  The  first  of  those  parties  insist  upon  compulsive  measures  throughout ;  the  second 
say,  '^  Let  the  parents  be  compelled'(iii  case  of  refusal)  to  send  their  children  to  school ;"  the 
thinl  party  say,  ^'  Let  us  have  no  more  compulsion,  but  conduct  all  our  movements  both  by 
the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Abolition  Law ;"  with  those  last  opinions  I  feel  bound  to  agree, 
and,  therefore,  think  that  any  description  of  compulsion  adopted  upon  this  occasion  would  pro- 
duce great  evil,  and,  perhaps,  endanger  the  apprenticeship  itself.  When  it  is  considered  hovr 
extravagantly  the  apprentice  population  regard  their  new-born  hberty,  as  well  as  their  pro- 
'  found  ignorance  of  wnat  may  be  intended  purely  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and  children, 
any  compulsive  system  of  education  introduced  thus  eariy,  and  however  modified,  would,  in 
my  judgment,  be  productive  of  consequences  exceedingly  difficult  of  remedy ;  if  such  propo- 
sition was  to  become  law,  no  art  could  persuade  the  apprentices  but  that  their  masters  and. 
employers  were  concerned  in  it,  and  hence  feelings  of  ill-will  and  hostility  would  arise. 

1  have  lately  conversed  with'many  respectable  planters  on  this  interesting  subject,  who  difier, 
as  I  said  before,  upon  the  plan  or  system  to  be  adopted,  but  all  agree  upon  the  expediency  andb 
necessity  of  the  undertaking,  and  freely  admit  the  propriety  and  justice  of  assisting  themselves 
on  the  occasion  to  a  limited  amount.  During  those  discussions  I  proposed  a  plan  for  the  free 
children  of  apprentice  labourers,  to  be  called  the  *^  Estate  Education  System,"  which  would 
include  others  not  immediately  belonging  to  the  estates,  but  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  thus 
education  would  become  more  or  less  general^  and  the  proprietors  relieved  from  the  disgrace 
and  danger  of  suffering  at  least  20,000  young  fry  to  grow  up  in  idleness  and  ijgnorance  of 
their  most  common  duties ;  it  is  also  plain  that  Government  will  assist,  upon  this  occasion ; 
atid  to  explain  my  meaning  more  clearly,  I  will  describe  my  own  district  as  nearly  as  I 
can,  and  endeavour  tp  show  this  estate  system  of  education  may  be  carried  into  effect  upoo. 
fair  and  economical  principles. 

There  are  64  estates  m  my  district  over  25  acres ;  I  proposed  that  each  estate  of  this 
number  should  pay  5  /.  British  per  annum,  for  the  education  of  their  ne^o  children  and 
others ;  that  the  sum  paid  should  oe  regulated  by  the  numbers  fit  for  instruction,  and  actually, 
receiving  it  ;'thus  the  veiy  large  estates  would  have  to  pay  considerably  more  than  5  /•  and  the 
small  estates  considerably  less,  and  as  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  die  children  to  walk 
any  considerable  distance  either  to  or  from  school,  I  proposed  that  the  64  estates  should  be 
divided  into  eight  school  districts ;  thus  the  children  of  eight  estates  may  assemble  without 
much  inconvemence  daily,  and  return  home  without  much  fatigue.  This  subscription  or  tax 
.  would,  from  eight  estates,  produce  40  /.  British  per  annum,  which  being  increased  by  the. 
Government  to  40/.  more  would  make  80  Z.  British,  or  about  112/.  Barl^dos  currency,  and 
which  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  support  a  school. 

There  are  six  rural  districts  in  the  island,  and  rating  them  all  at  this  average,  which  is  not 
far  from  the  truth,  the  expenses  would  stand  fully  nearly  as  follows : 

Ei^ht  estates,  at  5/.  per  annum         -        -        -        -        -        -£.40 

Paid  by  Government        -  --....•       40 

£.80 

Therefore,  64  estates,  at  this  rate^  would  require, — 

Island  charge        -        -        -        -        -        -        -,"        -£•  320 

Paid  by  Government      --        -        -        -        --        -        320 

£.640 

There- 
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There  are  about  2,000  free  children  of  apprentices  in  my  district,  of  various  ages  under       BARBADOS 

eight  years ;    the  far  greater  number  too  young  and  unfit  for  auy  description  of  useful  «— — . 

instruction ;  and,  therefore,  not  more  perhaps  tnan  one-sixth  of  tms  whole  number  would 

have  to  be  provided  for.    The  calculation  would  stand  thus : — 

Free  children  of  apprentices       —        -        -        -        -        -        -    280 

From  neighbouring  small  estates         -        -        -        -        -        -     '35 

316 


When  the  distances  were  short,  some  of  the  younger  ones  might  attend,  and  so  increase  the 
number  to  400 ;  then  taking  the  six  rural  districts  to  average  about  the  same,  2,400  chil- 
dren would  be  placed  under  instruction.  The  island  charge  for  384  estates  upon  this  sys- 
tem would  be  1,920/.  at  5/.  for  each  estate,  to  which  the  Government  would  have  to  add 
1,920  L  more  per  annum. 

At  first  sight,  these  sums  when  added  together  appear  heavy ;  but  when  it  is  considered 
the  most  important  results  are  likely  to  arise  from  tnis  expenditure,  no  man  can  reasonably 
object  to  it.  The  other  islands  in  this  government  are  less  densely  peopled,  and  therefore 
the  expenses  would  be  greatly  diminished. 

It  is  plain^  that  upon  the  early  training  of  those  interesting  children,  the  prosperity  of  the 
West  India  colonies  will  hereafter  have  mainly  to  depend  ;  and,  therefore,  a  narrow  policy  now 
would  be  productive  of  little  good.  MUlions  may  possibly  be  saved  at  some  future  time 
•bv  moderate  advances  now,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  position  the  parties  are  relatively 
placed,  would  give  the  conductors  of  any  system  of  education  during  the  continuance  of  the 
apprenticeship  opportunities  of  access  which,  after  its  termination  in  the  year  1840,  will 
never  ocfcur  a^n. 

It  may  be  doubted  by  some  whether  the  subscription  or  tax  would  be  willingly  paid  by 
the  owners  of  estates;  I  am  fully  satisfied  it  would,  if  the  demand  is  properly  mad 
and  explained  to  the  public  generally.  In  my  intercourse  with  the  planters,  I  have  not  met 
a  single  man  of  any  consideration  who  did  not  at  once  admit  the  necessity  of  some  well- 
digested  system  of  education;  and  further,  that  such  plan  or  system  should  be  chai-geable 
on  estates  to  a  certain  extent ;  it  is  therefore  clear  that  it  can  be  done,  and  the  more  speedily 
the  better. 

Bi^  this  arrangement,  there  would  be  48  schools  established  in  the  island  in  the  rural 
districts,  attended  by  about  50  or  60  children  each.  I  have  said  nothing  of  the  seventh, 
the  town  division  of  District  A.,  because  here  the  children  of  all  descriptions  have  access  to 
many  schools  established  in  Bridge  Town  and  its  neighbourhood  while  the  rural  districts  of 
the  island  are  almost  entirely  unprovided ;  a  small  scnool,  it  is  true,  is  here  and  there  esta- 
blished, but  the  numbers  are  so  few  they  are  entirely  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
people. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  inform  myself  upon  the  various  subjects  connected  with  the  dis- 
charge of  myo£Scial  duties,  and,  therefore,  the  conclusions  I  have  come  to  will  be  found  to 
be  generally  correct.  It  is  said  in  other  colonies  as  well  as  in  Barbados,  that  there  has 
been  a  great  want  of  natural  affection  among  the  negro  parents  for  their  children,  and  that 
great  mortality  has  taken  place  among  the  fi*ee  children  of  apprentices  in  another  colony, 
irom  this  cause ;  this  has  oeen  most  satis£Etctorily  contradicted  by  the  reports  of  the  special 
justicee  to  the  Lieutenant-governor.  I  have  spared  no  pains  to  ascertain  whether  any  unna- 
tural neglect  of  the  negro  parents  to  their  children  had  occurred  in  my  district ;  not  a  single 
instance  of  such  conduct  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  i  am  happy  to  say ;  far,  too  far,  me 
contrary  is  the  truth,  over-indulgence  and  petting  their  children  seem  to  be  the  only  mat- 
ters the  negro  parents  can  be  fairly  accused  of;  they  exhibit  their  fondness  in  many  ways, 
and  first  of  all,  in  their  .untaught  estimation,  thev  do  not  require  them  to  work.  This  is 
easily  accounted  for — ^the  recently  emancipated  slave  will  always  hold  for  a  considerable 
time  liberty  and  idleness  as  the  first  of  blessings. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  negro  parents  are  dismclined  to  send  their  children  to  school ;  this 
certainly  does  exist  to  a  certain  extent ;  however,  as  some  proof  that  this  disinclination  is 
by  no  means  general,  a  vast  many  of  the  apprentices  of  my  district  send  their  children  to 
school  and  pay  a  bit  a  week  for  them,  a  quarter-dollar  entrance,  and  the  same  at  each 
vacation ;  those  schools  are  well  attended,  but  very  few  in  number.  ^  Many  of  the'  appren- 
tices hire  their  apprenticed  children  from  their  masters  at  a  quarter-dollar  a  week,  for  the 
express  purpose  or  sending  them  to  school. 

On  the  establishment  of  any  general  system  of  education  for  the  free  children  of  appren- 
tices, there  is  no  doubt  but  labour,  if  practicable,  should  form  a  part ;  this,  however,  in  the 
first  instance,  had  better  not  perhaps  be  insisted  on;  but  it  should  be  always  kept  steadily 
in  view  and  carried  into  effect  when  a  favourable  moment  arrived.  I  do  not  beheve  there  is 
a  single  respectable  estate  in  the  island  where  a  breakfast  of  roots  or  com  would  not  be  given 
to  the  older  children,  provided  they  gave  three  hours*  light  work,  from  six  to  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  prior  to  their  going  to  school.  The  planters  generally  know  how  to  estimate 
such  training,  and  therefore  I  anticipate  no  hesitation  on  their  parts  to  come  forward  upon 
its  adoption. 

(signed)  John  J3,  Colthurst^  s.  j.  p. 


154—11. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BARBADOS. 


26  rAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

Enclosure  3,  in  No.  85* 


End.  3,  in  No.^5.  Sir,  District  B.,  Barbados,  31  May  1837. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contained  in  Lord  Glenelg's  circular  letter  of  the  15th  July 
1836,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the  subjoined  answers  to 
the  questions  therein  propounded,  and  in  the  order  m  which  they  are  numbered. 

Questions.  Answers.  ^ 

No.  1. — It  was  only  on  the  15th  instant  that  I  commenced  to  do  duty  in  this  district; 
but  in  tnat  short  time  the  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been  good. 

No.  2. — ^There  is  a  good  feeling  generally,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  existing  between  the 
apprentices  and  their  employers.  There  are,  however,  exceptions,  but  chiefly 
wnere  the  proprietors  or  the  accredited  attorneys  are  absent ;  the  estates  (for 
example,  Lord  Harewood's)  for  which  Mr.  Foster  Clarke  is  attorney  having, 
during  Mr.  Clarke's  absence,  been  under  several  acting  attorneys,  who  have 
made  changes  with  regard  to  the  indulgence  given  to  women  who  are  nursing 
children. 

Mr.  Foster  Clarke  had  given  instructions,  which  Were  acted  upon  until 
within  the  last  few  weeks,  that  the  nursing  women  should  not  be  in  the  field 
at  work  before  .eight  o'clock  in  the  morning :  they  are  now  ordered  out  at 
seven.  This  change,  although  perfectly  legal  (and  still  an  indulgence,  because 
they  might  be  ordered  out  at  six  o'clock  in  the  monung),  the  women  look  upon 
as  a  hardship ;  hence  many  complaints  arise  ftom  this  feeling ;  but  had  the 
greater  indulgence  never  been  granted,  the  women  would  be  now  contented 
with  that  which  they  have. 

No.  3. — ^They  do  perform  their  work  willingly. 

Na  4.— The  working  hours  generally  in  use  are  from  six  in  the  morning  until  six  in  the 
evening  ;  with  an  interval  of  one  hour  (from  nine  to  ten)  for  break&st,  and  of 
two  hours  for  dinner,  viz.,  from  one  to  three  o'clock. 

No.  5. — ^Task-work  is  scarcely  ever  resorted  to  in  this  dictrict ;  the  objection,  I  understand, 
being  on  the  part  of  the  employers,  who  say  that  they  found  task-work  when 
'given  was  executed  in  a'very  slovenly  manner. 

N0.6. — The  apprenticed  labourers  in  this  district  work  with  good-will  for  money-wages  in 
their  own  time.  There  are  estates,  however,  which  cannot  get  their  share  of 
this  extra  labour.  But  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  some  01  the  bad  pracUces 
of  former  times  being  still  kept  up  on  the  said  estates,  especially  in  the  har^ 
and  degrading  language  of  slavery  which  is  still  held  by  some  managers,  and, 
by  their  example,  used  even  by  the  superintendents  (these  being  of  their  own 
class)  towards  the  apprenticed  labourers.    Quarter-dollar  a  day. 

No.  7. — I  am  not  competent  to  answer  this  question.  Salt,  molasses  and  rum  are  sow 
issued  upon  some  estates  as  an  indulgence,  and  withdrawn  on  any  relaxation  of 
good  conduct. 

No.  $.-*-The  ftee  children  are  in  general  in  good  condition,  and  supported  almost  exclusively 
by  their  parents. 

No.  9. — ^There  is  a  great  want  of  schools,  and  apparently  of  encouragement  to  acquire  Uie 
elements  of  moral  and  religious  instruction,  in  this  rural  district.  As  an 
instance:  a  free  coloured  man,  the  manager  of  an  estate  belonging  to  an 
honourable  member  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  in  preferring  a  charge  at  this 
office  against  an  apprenticed  labourer,  the  said  manager,  not  knowing  how  to 
write  his  name,  made  his  mark  to  the  complaint. 

No.  10. — The  apprentices  have  a  very  general  desire  to  purchase  their  discharge.  The  non- 
prsedial  class,  whose  time  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  easily  purchased,  have 
come  forward  in  considerable  numbers ;  the  proedial  classes,  for  want  of  meant 
.  to  purchase  the  longer  period,  have  not  been  able,  practically,  to  exhibit  the 
same  anxiety ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  exists  in  an  equal  degree ;  and  as 
the  time  draws  near,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  my  belief  that  the  ability 
to  purchase  even  one  week  of  freedom  will  not  be  lost  to  anticipate  their  release 
from  the  apprenticeship.  Seventeen  is  the  number  discharged  in  the  ooin^  of 
last  month. 

No.  11.— To  various  employments.  They  are  generally  tradesmen  or  domestics,  wh<> 
now  purchase  their  discharge ;  and  they  usually  betake  themselves  to  their 
former  employments. 

No.  12. — ^The  ensuing  crop  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  abundant  that  has  appeared  in 
this  island  for  a  long  series  of  years.  The  general  state  of  the  cultivation  is 
mach  improved,  according  to  my  recollection  and  judgment,  since  1833-4,  the 
year  preceding  the  emancipation.    The  season  has  been  most  favourable. 

No.  13. — Tlie  only  suggestions  Ishould  presume  to  offer  would  be— First.  That  the  allot- 
mentof  a  small  portion  of  land  in  lieu  of  provisions  being  very  generally  granted 
in  this  district  to  the  apprenticed  labourer,  I  should  therefore,  with  great 
deference,  submit  that,  m  order  to  avoid  a  scarcity  of  provisions  prevailing  by 
any  unexpected  casualty  in  the  course  of  the  seasons,  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  should  be  prohibited  by  law  on  those  provision  allotments.    Sec^dly. 
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That  the  commutation  of  money  or  time  in  lieu  of  clothing  should  not  exonerate      BARBADOS. 
the  master  from  the  moral  responsibility  of  seeing  that  his  apprenticed  labourer  _ 

does  not  outrage  the  decencies  of  society  by  the  filthiness  or  the  scantiness  of 
his  covering.  I  have  been  disgusted  by  exhibitions  of  this  kind  at  the  station- 
house,  and  in  every  case  it  was  the  effect  of  the  commutation  law,  which  at 
this  rate  must  retard  the  march  of  civilization  during  the  apprenticeship. 

I  have,  Sec. 
T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.,  Priv.  Sec.  (signed)        A.  Rohertson^  s.  J.  P. 

Government  House. 


Enclosure  4,  ip  No.  85. 

Sir,                                                                              Town  District  A.,  31  May  1837.       £ncl.  4,  in  No.  85. 
I  HATS  the  honour  to  transmit  the  following  replies  to  the  thirteen  questions  contained       |r  July  1836. 
in  the  circular  despatch  from  the  Colonial  Office.  L-. 

Questions.  '  Answers. 

No.  1. — The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been  good. 

No.  2, — No  want  of  good  feeling. 

No.  3. — They  do  work  willingly. 

No.  4. — ^The  working  hpurs  are  generally  from  6  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m.  ;  out  of  this  is  deducted 

three  hours  for  meals.    They  have  no  other  relaxation  but  what  the  law  allows 

them,  so  far    as   preedial    apprentices    are   concerned.      The    non-preedials 

(domestics)  labour  is  continuous  \  and  they  have  no  relaxation  but  what  is 

usual  for  meals  and  rest. 
No.  5. — No,  I  cannot  say  where  the  objection  lies;  and  am  not  aware  that  task-work  has 

ever  been  tried. 
No.  6. — It  is;  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages  is  quarter  of  a  dollar,  or  1*.  -\d,  sterling  per 

day ;  and  they  are  paid  in  the  current  money  of  the  colony. 
No.  7. — I  believe  where  the  apprentices  behave  well,  they  have  the  same  indulgences  as 

hitherto ;  if  otherwise,  they  ace  withheld. 
No.  8. — The  condition  of  the  free  children  is,  I  believe,  pretty  good ;  and  as  fkr  as  I  can 

understand,  they  are  principally  supported  by  their  parents,  while  young. 
No.  9. — There  are  three  churches,  and  their  schools ;  the  attendance  appears  equal  to  the 

accommodation,  wherever  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it. 
No.  10.— r-There  is  a  general  desire  to  purchase  discharges;  70  voluntary  and  eight  by 

appraisement,  and  19  by  private  agreement,  have  been  effected  tiiis  month. 
No.  11. — ^To  tneir  usual  trades  or  occupations;  some  of  the  females  become  travelling 

hucksters  or  pedlars. 
No.  12. — It  is  rather  too  early  to  judge  of  the  appearances  of  the  ensuing  crop;  but  the 

rain  is  now  setting  in,  which  is  considered  favourable  to  it. 
No.  13. — I  have  no  suggestions  to  make,  or  practical  measure  to  recommend. 

I  have,  &c. 
T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.,  Act.  Priv.  Sec.  (signed)        F.  D.  Hutcheum,  s.  J.  p. 

Government  House. 


Enclofiure  5,  in  No.  85. 

District  D.  End.  5,  in  No,  85. 

Report  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District  for  the  month  of  May  1837. 

QuBSTioKs.  Answers* 

No.  1. — What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  ap-         See  report  for  month  of 
prentices  in  your  district  since  your  last   re-     August  last, 
port? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them     -        -      ditto, 
and  their  emploj^ers ;  and  if  so,  to*  what  cause 
do  you  attribute  it? 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  willingly ;  and  if  not,     -        -      ditto, 
to  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

No.  4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in     •        ^      ditto, 
your  district?  Are  any,  and  what,  hours  of  relax- 
ation allowed  to  the  apprentices  during    the 
working  hours  ? 

No.  6.— Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  dis-     -    •    -      ditto, 
trict?  If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  ap- 
prentices or  masters  ? 

154.— II.  D  2  No.  6. 
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BARBADOS.  Questions.  Akswbrs. 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own       See  report  for  month  of 

time  for  money-wages  ?  If  so,  what  is  the  ordi-  August  last. 

nary  rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?    If 

not,  have  they  been  offered  ? 
No.  7. — Are  there  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it  was     -        -      ditto. 

usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply  ? 
No.  8. — What  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children,  and     -        -      ditto. 

how  are  they  supported  ? 
No.  9. — What  facilities  does  your  district  supplv  for  edu-     -        -      ditto. 

cation  and  religious  instruction?  is  the  attend- 
ance at  church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the 

accommodation  ? 
No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices     -        -      ditto. 

to  purchase  their  discharge?    How  many  dis-         Eleven:  five  by  appraise* 

charges   have    been  effected   since   your    last     ment,  and  six  by  the  volan- 

report  ?  tary  acts  of  owners. 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have         See  report  for  month  of 

obtained  their  dischai^e  usually  betake  them-     August  last. 

selves  ? 
No.  12. — What  are  the  prospects  of*  the  ensuing  crop,  and     -        -      ditto. 

what  the  general  state  of  cultivation  ?    Has  the 

season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise? 
No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  prac-     None  at  present. 

tical  measure  to  recommend  ? 

(signed)         John  J.  Houghy  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  85. 

End.  6,  in  No.  85-       ,  ^'^^^  ,       .         .^^  ,,    ,  ..     ^         ^  District  E.,  iJune  1837. 

In  conformity  with  the  monthly  duty  enjoined  on  the  special  magistrates,  of  repK>rtiiig  on 
the  condition  of  their  several  districts,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  favourable  account  of  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
apprenticed  labourers,  which  I  was  gratified  i6  transmit  in  the  month  of  April,  has  been 
fully  confirmed  by  their  continued  good  behaviour  during  the  last  month  of  May.  A  refer- 
ence to  Table  (A.)  will  exhibit  a  total  number  of  109  punishments  inflicted,  and  on  compa- 
rison with  my  previous  Tables  (A.)  the  present  penal  number  will  be  found  to  be  sensiolj 
diminished  from  that  recorded  in  the  preceding  months ;  and  I  submit  this  fact  as  the  best 
support  of  the  position  I  have  advanced,  that  the  apprenticed  population  of  this  district  are 
steadily  and  peaceably  performing  their  stated  round  of  a^cultural  duty.  It  is  here  proper 
to  allude  to  a  late  accident  which  happened  on  an  estate  m  this  district,  the  consequeuces 
of  which  might  have  been  seriousljr  alarminj^,  had  not  the  exertions  of  the  apprentices  on 
the  property  fortunately  succeeded  in  arrestm^  the  evil.  The  shaft  of  the  mill  on  Orange 
Hill  estate  having  been  discovered  in  a  state  of  ignition,  the  bell  was  rung,  and  the  manager 
bears  testimony  to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  people  immediately  repaired  to  the  spot,  vsA 
cheerfully  obeyed  such  precautionary  orders  as  he  deemed  requisite  to  issue  for  the  preser- 
vation of^^the  mill.  The  credit  of  timely  exertion  on  this  occasion  is  alone  due  to  the  appren- 
tices, who  laboured  to  arrest,  and  finally  succeeded  in  extinguishing  the  fire.  The  crops 
throughout  the  district  are  all  reaped,  and  the  returns,  as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to 
note,  such  as  the  most  sanguine  planters  could  expect. 

I  would  respectfully  bring  unoer  his. Excellency's  notice  the  subject  of  appeals  preferred 
by  apprentices  versus  their  classification  of  registry.  During  the  last  month  six  applications 
of  this  nature  were  submitted  for  my  decision,  four  of  which  (setting  aside  the  registered, 
classification  of  P.  A.  and  substituting  that  of  non-proedial)  will  be  found  recorded  in  my 
duplicate  monthly  journal ;  the  remaining  two  have  been  postponed  for  decision  early  this 
month.  As  the  period  of  emancipation  for  non-preedials,  in  1838,  is  fast  approaching,  1  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  appeal  cases  will  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  magistrates'  duties, 
and  will  sensibly  increase  as  the  intervening  period  becomes  more  contracted;  hence  some 
confusion  will  necessarily  arise  if  these  appeals  are  delayed  until  the  last  few  months ;  and  it 
becomes  a  question  of  much  importance  as  to  the  best  method  in  which  these  numerous 
claims  may  be  brought  forward  for  timely  adjustment,  without  imparting  to  the  appientices 
an  erroneous  opinion  that  all  are  to  resort  to  the  special  magistrates  for  an  investigation  of 
their  claims,  many  of  which  would  be  groundless,  and  productive  of  the  consumption  of  much 
time,  without  any  corresponding  benefit.  I  am  aware  that  his  Excellency's  consideration  has 
been  already  attracted  to  this  subject ;  but  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  allude  to  it  in  this 
.  report,  it  h&n^  the  first  pmctical  proof  of  this  nature  that  I  have  experienced  since  assuming 
the  magisterial  charge  oi  this  district. 

The  number  of  appraisements  diuring  the  month  of  May  amounts  to  15,  and  that  of  volun- 
tary discharges  to  4,  in  all  19 ;  as  will  be  found  more  clearly  specified  in  the  return  of 
appraisements,  &c.  &c.  already  transmitted ;  and  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  desire  of  pro- 
curing their  discharge  still  continues  prevalent  among  all  classes  of  the  apprentices. 

I  have,  &c 

Taylor  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)        Joseph  Oarrawayy  s.  j.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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Enclosure  7,  in  No.  85.  •  BARBADOS. 

Sir,  District  P.,  1  June  1837.       End.  7,  in  No.  85. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  journal  for  May  1837,,  also  my  Table  (A.)  for  that 

My  answers  to  the  questions  for  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  the  CJolonies  are 
the  same  as  those  already  forwarded  for  the  month  of  April. 

I  have,  &c. 
T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)        Geo.  Kennedy,  s.  j.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


— N0.86.— 

<No.  159-) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  SirE.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  10  July  1837.  No.  86. 

Communications  from  the  stipendiary  magistrates  of  Barbados,  relative  to 
the  questions  they  are  required  to  answer  monthly,  are  herewith  forwarded  to  J®'  ^*>«  °^<>"^^  ^^ 

your  Lordship.   •  *  ! 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        jE.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  86. 


Sir,  Town  District  A,,  1  July  1837.       End.  1,  in  No.  86. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  with  reference  to  the  circular  list  of  questions  from  the  Right 
honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  that  there  has  been  nothing  worthy  of        15  July  1836. 
notice  different  to  the  report  of  the  month  of  IV^ay ;  but  I  cannot  but  obserre  the  diminution  "^ 
of  offences  in  this  district  for  the  month  of  June,  which  I  can  only  attribute  to  the  improved 
state  of  feeling  on  the  parts  of  employers  as  well  as  their  apprentices.    There  have  been 
59  discharges  effected  this  month.  j  j^^^^  ^^^ 

(signed)        jP.  D.  Hutohesan,  a.  /•  p. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  86. 


Sir,  Station-house,  District  A.,  Rural  Division,  1  July  1837.       End,  3,  in  Ko. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  no 
change  of  any  importance  has  taken  place  in  my  district  since  I  had  the  honour  of  forward- 
ing to  your  office  my  last  monthly  report  for  May. 

I  have,  however,  great  pleasure  in  expressing  my  satisfaction  at  the  general  good  conduct 
of  the  apprentices,  who  are  now  in  the  act  of  finishing  the  manufacture  of  the  last  year's 
spendid  crop  of  canes,  producing,  perhaps,  the  greatest  quantity  of  sugar  ever  before  known. 
I  am  also  happy  to  iniorm  his  Excellency  that  the  new  planted  crops  of  canes,  com  and 
Toots  look  extremely  well,  in  conseouence  of  the  late  rains ;  the  estates  are  in  a  high  state 
of  agricultural  order,  and  all  things  look  well  for  the  coming  year. 

The  apprenticeship  proceeds  steadily,  and  I  trust  it  will  continue  to  do  so ;  complaints  are 
by  no  means  so  numerous  for  the  last  three  or  four  months  as  they  were 'before,  and  the 
absentees  firom  estates  very  much  fewer ;  therefore  I  have,  I  trust,  a  well-grounded  hope, 
as  the  period  of  service  becomes  less,  so  will  complaints  in  the  same  ratio ;  both  parties 
besin  to  feel  they  will  be  ultimately  dependent  upon  each  6ther,  therefore  consider  it  prudent 
to  be  upon  such  terms,  prior  to  the  1st  of  August  1840,  as  wiU  insure  to  the  master  steady 
labour  for  his  estate,  and  to  the  apprentice  the  means  of  support  when  all  will  be  alike  free ; 
this  feeling,  I  rejoice  to  say,  is  quite  apparent,  and  proves  that  the  employer  and  the  em- 
ployed bes^n  to  understand  their  true  position  of  mutual  interests. 

Under  uie  13th  head  of  general  monthly  inquiry,  1  took  the  liberty  in  my  last  for  May, 
to  call  his  Excellency's  attention  to  the  necessity  of  devising  some  well-digested  system  of 
training  and  education  for  the  free  children  of  apprentices ;  having  entered  at  some  length 
on  this  subject  in  that  report,  I  will  not  now  revert  to  it  further  in  this,  but  merely  to  state 
respectfully  that,  in  my  judgment,  its  early  consideration  is  the  most  important  of  any  other 
connected  with  the  best  interests  of  the  colony. 

154.— II.  D3  I  think 
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BARBADOS.  ^  think  it  my  duty  also  to  mention  another  matter  of  very  little  less  importance  in  its  con- 

_  *      sequences  to  the  interests  of  the  island,  namely,  vaccination  for  the  laoourin^  classes  and 

others ;  upon  the  strictest  inquiry  I  find  that  perhaps  not  above  one  in  thirty  of  the  population 
generally  nave  been  secured  by  moculation ;  therefore  the  great  mass  o'f  the  people,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  labouring  classes,  are  at  this  moment  exposed  to  the  introduction  of  small- 
pox, with  all  its  most  lamentable  consequences.  j  j^^^^  ^^ 


T.  EL  Ponsonby,  Esq. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(signed)  John  B.  Coltkurst,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  86. 

District  B. — Barbados,  30  June  1837. 

Monthly  Report  upon  the  Questions  contained  in  Lord  Glenelg's  Cireular, 
dated  Downing-street,  16  July  1836. 

Questions.  '  Answers. 

End.  3,  ID  No.  86.      No.  1. — ^The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  this  district  has  been  very  good  since 

my  last  report. 

No.  2.— 'The  same  good  feeling  generally  exists  bcitween  the  apprentices  and  their  em- 
ployers, with  the  same  exceptions  that  I  had  the  honour  to  observe  in  my  laat 
report ;  and  I  would  now  add,  that  the  system  of  changing  the  managers  of 
estates  frequently  has  the  effect  of  producing  some  misunderstanding  on 
every  change  between  these  gentlemen  and  the  labourers.  It  seems  to  be  a 
favourite  idea  amongst  planters  and  attorneys,  who  have  several  estates,  that 
on  any  comparative  failure  of  a  crop,  the  interchange  amongst  their  managers 
alone  can  msure  them  against  a  recurrence  of  such  failure.  But  the  new 
manager  being  a  stranger  to  the  people,  in  ur^n^  the  work  with  increased 
zeal,  often  treats  the  industrious  and  the  idle  indiscriminately,  taunting  them, 
without  sufficient  knowledge  of  their  respective  characters,  with  their  former 
habits,  which  is  the  cause  of  much  discontent.  As  an  illustration,  on  an 
estate  (Walker's)  in  this  district,  which  I  visited  on  Monday  last,  on  account 
of  some  sUght  misunderstanding  of  this  nature  vrith  a  new  manager,  an  old 
man  belonging  to  the  estate  said  that  this  was  the  sixteenth  managar  he 
remembered  there. 

No.  8.— They  do  generally  perform  their  work  well  and  willingly ;  although,  from  the 
changes  of  managers  as  above  alluded  to,  some  complaints  are  made  of  idle- 
ness agabst  individuals,  when  they  fall  short  of  a  certain  scale  of  labour, 
which  was  calculated  by  a  committee  of  practical  planters  of  this  island,  and 
which  scale  professes  to  be  what  effective  apprenticed  labourers  are  to  perform 
in  a  given  time.  But  the  gangs  are  almost  always  badly  classed,  men  of  different 
ages  and  of  different  strength,  and  women  of  the  same  description,  com- 
prising even  what  is  called  the  first  gang  on  an  estate.  The  strongest  man  of 
a  gang,  and  the  best  workman,  is  generally  chosen  as  a  leader,  or  as  he  is 
called,  a  first-row-man ;  and  when  the  time  comes  to  leave  off  for  breakfast  or 
for  dinner,  .or  at  the  close  of  the  daily  labour  of  nine  hours,  the  whole  gang, 
weak  and  strong,  are  obliged  to  put  tneir  respective  rows  on  a  line  with  that 
of  the  first-row-man  before  they  quit  their  work.  This  frequently  robs  the 
weaker  ones,  particularly  the  women,  of  the  time  which  the  law  allows  for 
refreshment  or  repose ;  for  if  they  do  not  keep  up  their  work  vrith  the  leader, 
or  else  finish  it  afterwards  in  their  own  time,  they  are  brought  before  the 
special  justice  and  complained  of.  Yet  it  is  ille^l  to  give  them  task-woik, 
unless  the  majority  of  the  gang  consent.  But  this  system  of  compelling  the 
weak  to  keep  up  with  the  strong  is  surely  not  the  spirit  of  the  law.  It  is  task- 
work in  dis^ise,  and  of  the  hs^est  kind. 

No.  4. — ^The  working  hours  in  general  use  are  as  stated  in  my  last  report,  viz.  from  six 
in  the  morning  till  six  in  the  evening,  with  one  hour  for  bi-eakfiist  and  two 
hours  for  dinner;  but  the  intervals  allowed  by  law  for  refreshment  or  for 
rest  in  the  course  of  the  day  are  often  curtailed  from  the  causes  I  have  stated 
in  No.  3. 

No.  5. — I  stated  in  my  last  report,  that  task-work  was  scarcely  ever  resorted  to  in  this 
district.  I  should  now  add  that  task-work  is  virtually  in  force,  fhmi  what  I 
have  observe^  in  No.  3 ;  but  it  is  more  severe  on  the  weaker  individuals,  who, 
in  being  tasked  in  a  gang,  would  be  assisted  in  their  share  of  the  work  by  the 
more  powerful  labourers  of  the  gang. 

No.  6. — The  same  willingness  to  work  for  wages  in  their  own  time,  as  reported  in  my  last, 
and  the  same  objections  to  work  for  particular  estates,  still  continue.  The 
best  classes  of  prsedial  labourers  demand,  however,  generally  a  higher  rate  of 
wages  than  they  did,  viz.  4  bitts,  or  25.  6^.  currency  per  diem.  This  high 
demand  is  alleged  on  their  part  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  high  appraisements 
when  they  wish  to  purchase  their  time ;  and  it  is,  on  the  other  hana,  an  excuse 
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Questions.  Answers.  BARBADOS- 

for  their  owners  to  value  them  at  a  higher  rate,  because  they  must  replace  — 

their  labour  at  an  enhanced  price;  But  moderate  appraisements  might  have 
the  effect  of  throwing  more  labour  into  the  market,  and,  consequently,  of 
moderating  its  price. 
No.  7. — In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  I  was  not  competent  to  answer  this  question.  I 
have  now  to  observe  that  women,  when  in  a  state  of  pregnancy  or  while  nurs- 
ing, are  less  indulged  than,  I  understand,  they  were  when  they  and  their 
onspring  were  in  a  state  of  slavery,  the  nine  hours  per  day  in  the  field  being 
very  frequently  insisted  upon  from  them  in  their  condition,  the  law  having 
made  no  exception  in  their  favour ;  and  nothing  but  going  into  the  sick-house, 
to  be  fed,  perhaps,  upon  water-gruel,  which  a  woman  in  either  case  may  not 
ftmcy,  and,  perhaps,  to  be  locked  up  in  the  said  hospital  or  sick-house, 
agreeably  to  the  34th  .clause  of  the  island  "  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery ;" 
nothing  but  this  alternative,  under  some  managers,  can  exempt  them  firoia 
giving  their  nine  hours  in  the  field. 

No.  8.— The  free  children,  as  reported  in  my  last,  are  almost  exclusively  supported  by 
their  parents,  and  are  generally  well-conditioned.  But  it  is  a  hard  task  upon 
the  mother  to  give  attention  to  her  children  and  to  work  for  nine  hours  in  the 
field  during  the  day.  On  some  estates  an  old  woman  is  appointed  to  watch 
the  children  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  slavery.  But  this  is  by  no  means  general, 
and  scarcely  ever,  excepting  upon  the  larger  estates. 
No*  9. — ^The  want  of  schools  is  great  and  urgent,  and  has  been  already  brought  under 

die  notice  of  the  island  legislature. 
No.  10. — The  apprentices  continue  to  evince  a  desire,  generally,  to  purchase  their  dis- 
charge. I  have  been  applied  to  by  great  numbers  in  the  course  of  the  month  for 
advice  as  to  the  probable  amoimt  of  their  appraisement ;  and  on  finding  that 
they  had  not  yet  sufficient  funds,  they  seemed  much  affected  at  the  disappoint- 
ment. Twenty-seven  discharges  have  been  effected  in  their  district  since  my 
last  report. 

No.  11.— ^The  discharged  apprentices  ^ually  betake  themselves  to  their  former  employ- 
ments, whether  tradesmen,  pre&dials  or  domestics. 

No.  12. — ^The  ensuing  crop  continues  to  promise  to  be  an  abundant  one.  The  cultivation 
is  excellent,  and  the  season  has  been  most  fevourable. 

No.  13. — I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  but  what  may  be  gathered  from  the  remarks, 
which  I  have  presumed  to  offer  in  answering  the  foregoing  questions. 

I  have,  &C. 
His  Excdlency  Sir  K  J.  M.  McGregor,  (signed)  A.  Robertsan,  s.  j.  p« 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  86. 

BaBBADOS.' — DiSTEICT  C. 

MoHTHLT  RspoBT,  firom  the  1st  to  the  80th  June  1837. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No,  1. — ^What  has  been  the  general  con-  The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentice  la-   End.  4,  in  No.  86. 

duct  of  the  apprentices  in  your  bourers  in  this  district  during  the  last  month 

district  since  your  last  report  ?  has  been  good. 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  ^ood  feeling  No  want  of  good  feeling,  generally  speak- 
between  them  and  their   em-  ing,  exists  between  masters  and  apprentices 
ployers ;   and  if  so,   to  what  in  this  district 
cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 

No.  3. — Do  the  apprentices  perform  their  With  few  exceptions,  the  apprentices  in 

work  willingly ;  and  if  not,  to  this  district  perform  their  work  most  wil- 

what  do  you  attribute  it  ?  lingly. 

No.  4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  ee-  On  most  estates  the  working  hours  in 

nerally  in  your  district?    Are  this  district  are  from  six   in  the  morning 

any,  and  what,  intervals  of  re-  until  nine,  from  ten  to  one,  and  from  three 

laxation  allowed  to  the  appren-  until  six,   allowing  intervals  of  relaxation 

tices  during  the  working  hours  ?  from  nine  until  ten,  and  from  one  until  three. 

No.  5. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in 

to  in  your  district  ?  If  not,  does  this  district,  which  appears  to  be  th^  mutual 

the  objection  lie  with  the  mas-  wish  of  master  and  apprentice, 
ter  or  apprentice  ? 

No.  6.— Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  in  It  is  usual  for  the  apprentice  labourers 

their  own  time  to    work    for  in  this  district  to  work  in  their  own  time, 

money  and 
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Questions. 

,  money-wages?  If  so,  what  is 
the  ordinary  rate  of  wi^es,  and 
how  have  they  been  paid  ?  If 
not,  have  they  been  offered  ? 

No.  7. — ^Is  there  any  indulgence  withheld 
which  it  was  usual  for  the  es- 
tate to  supply  during  slavery  ? 


Answers. 

and  for  jnoney-wages,  which  average  from 
10 id.  to  1^.  id.  for  nine  hours'  labour, 
and  paid  in  money. 


No.  8. — ^What  is  the  condition  of  the  free 
children,  and  how  are  they  sup- 
ported ? 

No.  9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district 
supply  for  education  and  reli- 
gious instruction  ?  Is  the  attend- 
ance at  church  and  at  the 
schools  equal  to  the  accommo- 
dation? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among 
the  apprentices  to  purchase 
their  discharge  ?  How  many 
dischai^es  have  you  effected 
since  your  last  report  ? 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  emplojrment 
do  those  who  have  obtained 
their  discharge  usually  betake 
themselves  ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the 


ensum^  crop. 


and  what  the 


I. am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  is  any 
indulgence  withheld  from  the  apprentice  la- 
bourer which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for 
the  estate  to  supply. 

The  free  children  in  this  district  are  gene- 
rally supported  by  their  parents,  but  on  some 
estates  tney  are  fed  and  taken  care  of  the 
same  as  previoitis  to  the  1st  August  1834. 

There  are  two  churches  in  this  district, 
with  resident  clei^ymen,  and  three  chapels, 
each  having  a  school  attached,  and  both 
well  attended ;  but  the  facilities  afforded  for 
education  not  near  adequate  for  the  popula- 
tion requiring  instruction. 

There  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their  dis- 
cnarge;  23  discharges  nave  been  effected 
since  my  last  report,  viz.,  16  by  appraise- 
ment and  eight  with  free  gift. 

Of  the  apprentices  who  obtain  their  dis- 
charge, tradesmen  and  mechanics  continue 
their  usual  occupation,  and  the  others  em- 
ploy themselves  in  trafficking  and  keeping 
little  shops* 

Thp  prospect  of  the  ensuing  crop  holds 
forth  to  the  planter  the  expectation  of  its 
being  most  abundant ;  the  season  as  yet  has 
been  most  favourable,  and  the  cultivation 
good. 

I  have  the  honour  to  suggest,  that  if  the 
hours  of  labour  in  which  the  apprentices  ate 
to  work  were  laid  down  by  law,  so  that  the 
proprietor  and  manager  of  every  estate  would 
turn  out  their  apprentices  to  work  at  the  same  hour,  and  give  the 
same  hours  of  relaxation,  it  would  be  attended  with  beneficial  results, 
so  far  as  doing  away  with  much  discontent  that  prevails  at  present 
amongst  some  of  the  apprentice  labourers  on  several  of  the  estates  in 
this  district.  The  proprietors  and  managers  of  estate?  generally  work 
their  apprentice  labourers  three  hours  without  intermission,  allowing 
them  one  hour  (from  nine  to  ten)  for  breakfrist,  and  two  (from  one  to 
three)  for  dinner,  which  in  my  opinion  is  fair,  and  gives  general  satis- 
faction. Upon  others, « and  some  of  the  largest  estates,  one  hour  at 
noon  is  only  allowed,  which  is  of  no  service  to  the  apprentices,  further 
than  giving  them  a  short  respite  from  labour ;  when  half  an  hour  is 
occupied  by  them  in  going  and  returning  fix)m  their  work  to  their 
houses,  it  leaves  them  little  or  no  time  to  cook  and  eat  their  dinner, 
which  I  presume  to  be  the  intention  of  allowing  them  to  leave  off 
work  for  this  time  at  noon  ;  besides,  the  apprentices  state  that  five 
o'clock  is  the  hour  on  these  estates  at  whicn  they  should  discontinue 
work,  and  they  are  frequently  kept  to  near  six,  which  causes  much 
discontent  anlon^st  them,  and  renders  it  difficult  for  a  special  magis- 
trate to  decide  whether  their  causes  of  complaint  are  just  or  other- 
wise, amongst  so  much  conflicting  and  opposite  evidence  as  appears^ 
invariably  in  cases  of  this  kind. 

(signed)        A.  Cuppage,  s.  j.  p. 


feneral   state  of  cultivation? 
[as  the  season  been  favour- 
able, or  otherwise  ? 

No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to 
make,  or  practical  measure  to 
recommend  ? 


End.  5^  in  No.  86. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  86. 

District  D. 

Report  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District,  for  the  month  of  June  1837. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No.  1. — What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  appren-     See  report  for  August  last. 

tices  in  your  district  since  your  last  report? 
No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them     -        -      ditto, 
and  their  employers ;  and  if  so',  to  what  cause  do 
you  attribute  it 

No,  3. 
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Questions. 

No.  3. — Do  tbey  perform  their  work  willingly;  and  if  not^ 
to  what  do  you  ascribe  it? 

No.  4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in 
your  district?  Are  any,  and  what^  intervals  of 
relaxation  allowed  to  the  apprentices  during  the 
working  hours? 

No.  5. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  district? 
If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  masters  or 
apprentices? 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own 
time  for  money-wi^es?  If  so,  what  is  the  ordi- 
nary rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?  If 
not,  have  they  been  offered? 

No.  7. — ^Are  there  any  indulgences  vrithheld  which  it  was 
usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply? 

No.  8. — What  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children,  and 
how  are  they  supported.? 

No.  9.— What  facilities  does  your  district  supply  for  educa- 
tion and  religious  instruction?  Is  the  attendance 
at  church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the  accom- 
modation? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices 
to  purchase  their  discharge?  How  many  dis- 
charges have  been  effect^  since  your  last  re- 
port? 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have 
obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake  them- 
selves ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensumg  crop,  and 
what  the  general  state  of  cultivation  :  Has  the 
season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise  ? 

No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  prac- 
tical measure  to  recommend  ? 


Answers. 
See  report  for  Aygust  last. 

ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


-      ditto. 
Sixteen,  viz.  seven  by  the 
voluntary  acts  of  owners, 
eight  by  purchase,  and  one 
by  agreement. 
^e  report  for  August  last 


ditto. 


ditto. 


(signed)        John  James  Hough,  s.  j.  p. 


Eaclosure  6,  in  No.  86. 

Sir,  District  E.,  1  July  1837.       End.  6,  in  No.  86 

With  reference  to  the  monthly  questions  to  be  answered  by  the  special  magistrates  report- 
ing on  the  state  of  their  districts,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  apprentices  under  my  juris- 
diction (as  previously  noted  in  my  last  report)  is  most  gratifying  and  satisfactory. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  a  feeling  of  mutual  accommodation  is  now  manifesting  itself 
between  the  employers  and  their  dependents,  which,  if  well  ripened  by  the  exertions  of  the 
xnagistrate,  will  materially  tend  to  duninish  the  list  of  trifling  complaints  lately  brought  under 
his  notice  for  adjustment 

I  beg  to  add,  that  19  appraisements  and  13  voluntary  discharges  have  taken  place  in  this 
district  for  the  month  of  June,  as  will  more  particularly  appear  on  reference  to  the  enclosed 

^<x»^^^  I  have,  &c. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)  Joseph  Gcaraway,  s.  j.  p. 

Act.  Priv.  Sec,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  86. 

Sir,  District  P.,  3  July  1837.       End.  ^,  in  No.  86* 

I  BEG  to  forward  my  journal  for  the  month  of  June;  also  Table  (A.)  and  a  report  of 

penal  labour,  and  fines  inflicted. 

My  answers  to  the  thirteen  questions  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Colonies  are  the  same  as 

last  submitted.  ,  ,  ^ 

I  have,  &c. 


T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(signed)         George  Kennedy ^  s.  J.  p 
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_No.  87.-^ 

(No.  55-) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor 

Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart. 

No.  88.  Sir,  Dowmng-street,  14  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  159,  Barbados,  of  the  10th  of  July, 
enclosing  the  reports  of  the  special  magistrates  for  the  month  of  June,  which  I 
have  read  with  great  satisfaction.  I  learn  from  them  that  the  conduct  of  the 
apprentices  has  been  every  where  good ;  that  complaints  against  them  are  less 
frequent ;  that  a  better  understanding  is  growing  up  between  them  and  their 
employers ;'  that  in  every  district  wages  for  extra  labour  have,  been  offered  and 
accepted;  that  those  who  have  received  or  purchased  their  discharge  from 
apprenticeship  either  continue  to  follow  their  former  occupation  or  betake  them- 
selves to  some  other  mode  of  profitable  industry ;  that  an  abundant  crop  has 
been  got  in  apparently  without  loss  or  difficulty ;  and  that  cultivation  is  in  a 
forward  state. 

I  find,  however,  by  Mr.  Robertson's  report,  that  a  practice  obtains  in  his  dis- 
trict  which  the  special  magistrate  ought  undoubtedly  to  resist.  He  complains 
that  the  gangs  are  badly  classed,  comprising  men  and  women  of  different  ages 
and  different  degrees  of  strength ;  and  that,  nevertheless,  each  member  of  the 
gang  is  required  to  do  the  same  quantity  of  work.  At  the  close  of  the  regular 
hours  of  labour  the  "first-row-men''  are  drawn  off;  but  the  rest  are  kept  at 
work  till  *'  they  have  put  their  respective  rows  on  a  line  with  that  of  the  first-row- 
men."  In  other  words,  the  weaker  portion  of  the  gang  arc  made  to  labour  for 
more  than  45  hours  during  the  week,  which  is  contrary  to  the  law. 

Against  this  illegal  exaction,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  apprentices,  if  duly 
protected  by  the  special  magistrate,  have  a  complete  remedy  in  their  own  hands. 
The  close  of  each  period  of  labour  is  made  known  to  them  by  the  drawing  off  of 
the  first-row-men ;  those  who  are  behind  may  insist  upon  being  drawn  off  at  the 
same  time.  If  they  should  afterwards  be  charged  before  the  special  magistrate 
^ith  not  having  done  a  sufficient  quantity  of  work  it  is  for  him  to  judge 
whether  the  work  done  is  sufficient  or  not.  In  determining  this,  he  will  re- 
member that  a  "  sufficient "  quantity  of  work  is  that  quantity  which  the 
labourer  can  be  reasonably  expected  to  accomplish  within  the  prescribed  time ; 
and  that  it  can  never  be  reasonable  to  expect  that  a  weak  man  should  do  as  much 
work  as  a  strong  one. 

Mr.  Robertson  seems  also  to  think  that  sufficient  allowance  is  not  always  made 
for  the  weakness  of  women  during  pregnancy,  or  for  their  maternal  duties 
diu-ing  the  infancy  of  their  children.  In  many  cases  they  are  expected  to  per- 
form their  fiill  nine  hours  of  daily  labour,  as  usual ;  and  their  only  way  of 
escaping  that  hardship  is  to  exchange  it  for  the  confinement  of  the  sick-house. 

You  will  remind  Mr.  Robertson  that,  in  this  as  in  the  former  case,  the  law 
places  the  ultimate  decision  in  the  hands  of  the  special  magistrate.  Sickness  is 
a  lawful  cause  for  neglecting  the  employer's  work ;  and  the  weakness  which  ac- 
companies the  later  stages  of  pregnancy,  and  makes  the  performance  of  the  full 
amount  of  labour  impracticable,  injurious  or  painful,  is  clearly  to  be  classed  under 
this  head.  If  a  complaint  for  not  working  the  ftdl  number  of  hours  be  preferred 
against  a  woman  who  can  justly  plead  in  excuse  either  bodily  weakness  or  the 
demands  of  maternal  duty,  the  special  magistrate  ought  not  to  hesitate  in  admit- 
ting such  excuse  as  a  valid  defence. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  impress  the  substance  of  these  observations  not  only 
on  Mr.  Robertson,  but  on  all  the  special  magistrates,  and  indeed  on  all  parties. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 
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—No.  88.— 

(No.  199.)  

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Govemmeixt  House,  Barbados,  1  Sept.  1837.  No.  88. 

Communications  from  the  stipendiary  magistrates  of  Barbados,  relative  to  p^j^^g^^^^jj^j^^j^ 
the  questions  they  are  required  to  answer  monthly,  are  herewith  forwarded  to  July, 

your  Lordship.  

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor. 


Enclosure  1 ,  in  No.  88. 

Station-house,  District  A.,  Rural  Division,      End.  1,  in  No.  88* 
Sir,  4  August  1837. 

I  B  BO  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  nothing 
of  any  importance  has  occurred  in  my  district  since  I  had  the  honour  to  forward  my  monthly 
report  for  June  last. 

I  have,  however,  great  pleasure  to  report  the  general  good  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in 
my  district  during  the  last  month ;  and,  in  conclusion,  have  only  again  to  recommend  that 
measures  may  be  speedily  taken  to  educate,  in  a  suitable  manner,  the  free  chiMrea  of 
apprentice  labourers^  whose  situation  at  present  is  most  critical,  both  as  regards  themselves 
and  the  future  prosperity  of  this  fine  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 


To  T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq. 
&c.  8ic.  &c. 


(signed)         John  B.  Coltkurst,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  88. 

Sir,  Town  District  A.,  6  August  1837. 

In  transmitting  my  journal  and  Table  (A.)  for  the  last  month,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
no  alteration  has  taken  place  in  this  district  to  require  any  answers  to  the  thirteen  questions 
contained  in  the  circular  despatch  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  different  to  the  last  I  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor ;  but  I  cannot 
but  remark,  from  the  few  complaints  I  have  had  for  the  month  of  July,  and  from  other 
causes,  the  improved  state  of  good  feeling  on  the  part  of  employers  as  well  as  apprentices. 

There  have  teen  no  cases  of  altering  the  registry  of  any  of  the  apprentices  of  this  district, 
therefore  I  have  sent  no  return  in  of  such. 

Ih  ave,  &c. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)        F.  J).  Hutcheson,  s.j.i?. 

Acting  Private  Secreta^,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Discharges  by  agreement  .        .        -        •        .        22 

„  appraisement      -----  7 

Voluntary  discharges        ------        41 

Total        -        -        70 


End.  2,  in  No.  $8. 
15  July  1835. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  88. 

Barbados.— District  C. 

Monthly  Report  from  the  1st  to  the  31st  July  1837. 


Questions. 

No.  1. — What  has  been  the  general  con- 
duct of  the  apprentices  in  your 
district  since  your  last  report  ? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling 
between  them  and  their  employ- 
ers ;  and  if  so,  to  what  cause  do 
you  attribute  it  ? 

154.— 11. 


Answers. 

The   general  conduct  of  the   apprentice  End.  3,  in  No.  88. 
labourers  in  this  district  since  my  last  re- 
port has  been  good. 

Generally  speaking,  no  want  of  good  feeling 
exists  between  master  and  ftpprentice  in  this 
district. 


E   2 


No.  3. 
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Questions. 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  wil- 
lingly ;  and^  if  not^  to  what  do 
you  ascribe  it? 

No.  4. — What  are  the  working  hours  ge* 
nerally  in  use  in  your  district  ? 
Are  any,  and  what,  intervals  of 
relaxation  allowed  to  the  ap- 

Erentices  during   the   working* 
ours? 

No.  6. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to 
in  your  district  ?  If  not,  does  the 
objection  lie  with  the  masters 
or  the  apprentices  ? 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to 
work    in  their    own  time  for 


Akswebs. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  apprentices,  ge* 
nerally  speaking,  perform  their  work  most 
willingly. 

On  most  estates  the  working  hours  in  this 
district  are  from  six  to  nine  m  the  morning, 
from  ten  to  one,  and  from  three  to  six,  allow- 
ing intervals  of  relaxation  from  nine  until  ten^ 
and  from  one  until  thi*ee. 

Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in 
this  district,  which  appears  to  be  the  mutual 
wish  of  masters  and  apprentices. 

It  is  usual  for  the  apprentices  in  this  dis- 
trict to  work  in  their  own  time,  and  for 


money-wi^es  ?   If  so,  what  is     money-wages,  which  average   1  *.   1  d.,  and 


the  average  rateof  vCages,  and 
how  are  they  paid  ?  If  not,  have 
they  been  offered? 

No.  7.— Are  any  indulgences  withheld 
which  it  vms  usual  during 
slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply  ? 

No.  8. — ^What  is  the  condition  of  the  free 
children,  and  how  are  they  sup- 
plied ? 


No.  9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district 
supply  for  education  and  reli- 
gious instruction?  Is  the  at- 
tendance at  church  and  in  the 
schools  equal  to  the  accommo- 
dation ? 

No.  10.— Is  there  a  general  desire  among 
the  apprentices  to  purchase 
their  discharge?  How  many 
discharges  have  been  effected 
since  your  last  report  ? 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment 
do  those  who  have  obtained 
their  discharge  usually  betake 
themselves  ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the 
ensuing  crop,  and  what  the 

feneral   state  of   cultivation? 
[as  the  season  been  favour- 
able, or  otherwise  ? 

No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to 
make,  or  practical  measure  to 
recommend  ? 


paid  in  money ;  nine  hours'  work  they  give  in 
each  day. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  there  are  any  in- 
dulgences withneld  from  the  apprentice  la- 
bourer which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for 
the  estate  to  supply. 

The  free  children  in  this  district  are  prin- 
cipally supported  by  their  parents ;  but  on 
some  estates  they  are  fed  and  taken  care  of 
the  same  as  previous  to  the  1st  of  August 
1834. 

There  are  two  churches  in  this  district, 
with  resident  clergymen,  and  three  chapels ; 
all  have  schools  attached,  but  die  facilities 
afforded  for  education  are  not  near  equal  for 
the  population  requiring  instruction ;  the  at- 
tendance at  church  and  in  the  schools  is  equal 
to  the  accommodation. 

There  is  a  ffreat  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their  dis- 
charge; twenty-four  obtained  their  dis- 
charge this  month,  viz.  seventeen  by  ap- 
praisement, three  by  private  agreement,  and 
four  by  free  gift. 

Of  the  apprentices  who  obtain  their  dis- 
charge, some  follow  the  same  employment 
they  did  previous  to  obtaining  it,  and  others 
go  about  trafficking. 

The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  hold 
forth  to  the  planter  the  expectation  of  its 
being  most  abundant ;  the  season  as  yet  has 
been  most  favourable,  and  the  cultivation 
good. 

I  have  not  any  suggestions  at  present  to 
make,  or  practical  measure  to  recommend. 

(signed)        A.  Cuppage,  6.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  88. 

District  D. — 31  July  1837. 

Report  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District,  in  reply  to  the  following  Questions* 


End.  4,  in  No.  88. 


Questions. 

No.  1."-What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  ap- 
prentices in  your  district  since  your  last  report? 

No.  2,— Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them 
and  their  employers ;  and  if  so,  to  what  cause 
do  you  attribute  it? 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  willingly;  and  if  not, 
to  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 


Answers. 
See  report  for  August  last. 

ditto. 


ditto. 


No.  4 
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Questions. 
"No.  4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in  your 
district  ?  Are  any,  and  what,  hours  of  relaxation 
allowed  to  the  apprentices  during  the  working 
hours? 
No.  5. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  district? 
If  noty  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  masters 
or  apprentices  ? 
No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own 
time  for  money-wages  ?  If  so,  what  is  the  ordi- 
nary rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?  If 
not,  have  they  been  offered  ? 
No.  7. — Are  there  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it  was 

usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply? 
No.  8. — ^What  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children,  and 

how  are  they  supported  ? 
No.  9. — What  facilities  does  your  district  supply  for  educa- 
tion and  religious  instruction?    Is  the  attend- 
ance at  churcu  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the 
accommodation  ? 
No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  amongst  the  apprentices 
to  purchase  their  discharge  ?     How  many  dis- 
charges have  been  effected   since    your   last 
report  ? 
No.  11. — To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have 
obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake  them- 
selves ? 
No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and 
what  the  general  state  of  cultivation  ?    Has  the 
season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise? 
"No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  prac- 
tical measure  to  recommend  ? 


Answers. 

See  report  for  August  last. 


ditto. 


BARBAI>OS. 


ditto. 


ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


ditto. 

Fourteen;  six  by  purchase, 
and  eight  by  the  voluntary 
acts  of  the  owners. 

See  report  for  August  last. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


(signed)        John  James  Hough,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No  88. 

Sir,  District  E.,  1  August  1837.       End.  5,  in  No.  88. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that 
the  general  good  conduct  and  oitlerly  behaviour  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  this  district, 
as  noted  in  my  last,  still  continues,  and  I  trust  will  meet  with  that  encouragement  from 
their  employers  which  it  certainly  merits. 

A^eeably  to  his  Excellency's  instructions  respecting  the  adoption  of  cautious  but 
effectual  measures  for  explaining  to  the  apprentices  under  my  jurisdiction  their  ri^ht  of 
appeal  from  the  re^strar's  decision,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  taken  such  steps  m  this 
matter  as  will,  I  hope,  fully  elicit  the  claims  of  those  apprentices  who  may  consider 
themselves  aggrieved  by  their  present  classification  of  registry :  a  monthly  numerical  return 
of  the  appeal  cases  preferred  before  me  for  decision,  on  evidence,  dehors  the  registry,  is 
herewith  transmitted,  by  wliich  his  Excellency  will  observe,  that  the  apprentices  have  not 
been  backward  in  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  them  of  bringing 
their  claims  under  the  notice  of  the  special  magistrate  for  early  adjustment. 

I  have  little  of  importance  to  add,  save  with  reference  to  the  appraisements,  14  of  which 
(together  with  three  voluntary  discharges)  have  taken  place  during  the  month  of  July,  as 
ispecified  in  the  enclosed  return. 

I  have,  &c. 


Taylor  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


(signed)        Joseph  Garrawayy  s.j.p. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  88. 

Sir,  District  F.,  1  August  1837.       End.  6,  in  No.  88. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  journal  with  the  various  monthly  returns  for  July. 

My  answers  to  the  thirteen  questions  for  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  the  p-     j*   h         1 

<:olonies  are  the  same  as  the  last  return  submitted.  o.!!L?c!^lT^  ^ 

J  V  jo  appraisements, 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)         Geo.  Kennedy,* 8.  j. v. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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—No.  89.— 


(No.  215.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart, 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  89.  My  Lord,                            Government  House,  Barbados,  24  Sept.  1837. 

For  the  month  of  COMMUNICATIONS  from  the  Stipendiary  magistrates  of  Barbadoes,  relative  to 

August  1837.  the  questions  they  are  reqmred  to  answer  monthly,  are  herewith  forwarded  to 

-  your  Lordship.                                                       ,  ^^^^  ^^ 

(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  M^Gregor^  Governor. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  89. 


End.  1,  in  No.  89.  Sir,  Town*  District  A.  31  August  1837. 

In  transmitting  the  journal  for  this  month  and  Table  (A.),  as  nothing  has  tsucen  place  to 
require  any  change  in  the  replies  I  haye  made  during  the  last  months  to  the  drcolar  de- 
15  July  1836.      spatch  of  tne  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  1  have  only  to  observe, 

the  gradual  but  great  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  disposition  of  the  apprentices 

towards  their  employers,  as  well  as  of  the  latter  towards  their  apprentices,  corroborated  in  a 
great  manner  by  the  few  complaints  I  have  had,  as  well  as  the  lew  punishments  I  have  been 
obliged  to  inflict  duringthe  month ;  by  the  returns  enclosed,  there  have  been  30  voluntary 
discharges,  15  discharges  by  private  agreement,  and  Hve  discharges  by  appraisement, 
effected  during  the  month  of  August. 

I  have,  &c. 
T.  H.  Ponscmby,  Esq.  (signed)        F.  D.  Hutche$on,  s.  j.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No,  89. 


End.  2,  in  No.  89.  Sir,  Station-house,  District  A.  R.  D.,  4  September  1837. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  no 
change  of  any  consequence  has  taken  place  in  my  district  since  1  had  the  honour  of  for- 
warding to  your  office  my  last  monthly  report  for  July ;  if  any  change  has  taken  place,  it 
seems  for  the  better.  Complaints  are  less  numerous ;  and  the  apprentices  have  conducted 
themselves  well.    The  crops  of  all  descriptions  have  a  most  promising  appearance. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)        John  B.  Colthurst,  s.  J.  p. 


Enclosure  3>  in  No.  89. 
End.  3,  in  No.  89.  A  Gekeeal  Report  of  the  state  of  District  B.  for  August  1837. 

QuESTioNjs.  Answers. 

No.    1. — Taking  every  circumstance  into  consideration,  the  apprentices  have  not  behaved 

ill. 
No.    2. — I  regret  to  say  a  decided  bad  feeling  still  exists,  and  in  my  opinion  has  not  in 

the  least  decreased. 
No.    3. — The  work  is  performed  willingly,  excepting  on  those  days  they  have  to  return 

labour  to  tneir  employer  for  the  time  they  may  have  been  in  confinement. 
No.    4. — Not  altered  since  the  commencement  of  these  reports. 
No.   6. — Not  generally  resorted  to ;  the  objection  lies  witn  the  masters. 
No.    6. — Generally ;  wages  have  been  raised  lately  by  two  or  three  individuals  to  three 

bits,  or  Is.  S^d,  sterling;  but  this  only  temporary. 
No.    7. — On  some  estates. 

No.    8. — Deplorable  generally  ;  supported  by  their  parents. 
No.    9. — ^The  facilities  are  good  for  education,  but  little  sought  after  by  the  apprentices. 

Attendance  at  church  equal  to  the  accommodation  ;  additional  chapels  built 

annually;  schools  not. 
No.  10. — A  very  great  desire ;  twenty-three  discharged. 
No.  11. — As  in  former  reports. 
No.  12.— Prospects  of  the  crop  are  favourable  ;  cultivation  very  good;  rains  have  been 

seasonable. 
No.  13. — None  at  present. 

(signed)        Jo^  Hamilton^  s.  J.  p. 
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Enclosure  4,  in  No.  89. 

District  C. — Monthly  Report  from  the  1st  to  the  3l8t  August  1837.  End.  4,  in  No.  89. 

QuBSTiONS.  Answers. 

No.    1. — ^A  CONSIDERABLE  increase  of  complaints  for  theft  and  idleness  have  taken  place   . 
in  the  district  since  my  last  report. 

No.  2. — Generally  speaking^  no  want  of  good  feeling  exists  between  masters  and  appren- 
tices in  this  district. 

No.  3. — ^The  apprentices  in  this  district,  generally  speaking,  perform  their  work  most 
willmgly. 

No.  4. — On  most  estates  the  working  hours  in  this  district  are  from  six  to  nine  in  the 
morning,  from  ten  to  one,  and  from  three  to  six,  allowing  intervals  of  relaxa- 
tion, from  nine  until  ten,  and  from  one  until  three. 

No,  6. — ^Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  district,  which  appears  to  be  the 
mutual  wish  of  masters  and  apprentices. 

No.  6. — It  is  usual  for  the  apprentices  in  this  district  to  work  in  their  own  time,  and  for 
money-wages,  which  average  at  Is.l  d.  for  nine  hours'  labour,  and  paid  in 
money. 

No.  7. — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  are  any  indulgences  withheld  from  the 
apprentice  labourer  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to 
supply. 

No.  8. — ^The  free  children  of  this  district  are  principally  supported  by  their  parents,  but 
on  some  estates  they  are  fed  and  taken  care  of  tne  same  as  previous  to  the 
1st  August  1834. 

No.  9.— There  are  two  churches  in  this  district,  with  resident  clergymen,  and  five  chapels, 
all  having  schools  attached,  besides  other  schools  throughout  the  district ; 
still  these  do  not  afford  education  near  adequate  for  the  population  requiring 
instruction.  The  attendance  at  the  churches  and  at  the  schools  is  equal  to 
the  accommodation. 

No.  10. — ^There  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their 
discharge.  Twenty  discharges  were  obtained  last  month,  viz.  sixteen  by 
appraisement,  two  by  private  agreement,  and  two  by  free  gift. 

No.  11. — Of  the  apprentices  who  obtain  their  dischai^e,  some  follow  the  same  employ- 
ment tney  did  previous  to  obtaining  it.  Others  go  about  trafficking,  and  keep 
little  shops. 

No.  12.^The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  hold  forth  to  the  planter  the  expectation  of 
its  being  most  abundant.  The  season  as  yet  has  oeen  most  &vourable,  and 
the  cultivation  good. 

No.  13.-^1  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  practical  measure  to 
recommend. 

(signed)        A.  Cuppcye,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  89. 
District  D. 


Report  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District,  for  the  month  of  August  1837,     Encl.5,  in  No.  89. 

in  reply  to  the  following  Questions. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No.  1. — ^What  has  been  the  general  con-  The  greater  number  of  the  complaints  ex* 
djuct  of  the  apprentices  in  your  district  since  hibited  monthly  before  me  being  for  idleness 
your  last  report  ?  and  petty  theft,  and  this  being  my  only 

source  of  information,  I  conclude  therefrom 

that  the  conduct  of  the  apprentices  of  this 

district  is  idle  and  given  to  petty  theft. 

h   No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling         In  but  very  few  instances  that  have  come 

between  them  and  their  employers  ;  and  if    under  my  notice  can  it  be  said  that  a  want 

so,  to  what  cause  do  you  attribute  it?  of  good  feeling  exists  between  the  apprentice 

and  his  employer,  and  when  this  is  the  case, 
it  generally  has  its  origin  in  the  idleness  or 
insolence  of  the  apprentice  towards  his  em- 
ployer.    This,  however,  is  only  temporary. 
154.— II,  E4  ^^•^• 
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—  No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  wil- 

lingly ;  and  if  not,  to  what  do  you  ascribe 
it? 


No.  4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  ge- 
nerally in  use  in  your  district:  Are  any, 
and  what,  intervals  of  relaxation  allowed  to 
the  apprentices  during  the  working  hours  ? 


No.  6. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted 
to  in  your  district  ?  If  not,  does  the  objec- 
tion lie  with  the  masters  or  apprentices? 


No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to 
work  in  their  own  time  for  money-wages? 
If  so,  what  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wa^es, 
and  how  are  they  paid  ?  If  not,  have  uiey 
been  ofiered  ? 


No.  7. — ^Are  there  any  indulgences  vnth- 
held  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for 
the  estate  to  supply  ? 

No.  8. — ^What  is  the  condition  of  the  free 
children,  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 


No.  9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district 
supply  for  education  and  religious  instruc- 
tion ?  Is  the  attendance  at  dburch  and  in 
the  schools  equal  to  the  accommodation  ? 


No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among 
the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  discharge  ? 
How  many  discharges  have  been  effected 
since  your  last  report  ? 


No.  1 1 . — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do 
those  who  have  obtained  thew  discharge 
usually  betake  themselves  ? 


Answers. 
The  apprentices  generally^  cannot  be  said 
to  perform  their  work  willmgly ;  but  where 
the  apprentices  in  authority  conduct  them 
selves  well,  the  others  yield  a  more  ready 
obedience  to  the  law ;  where  these  are  want 
ing,  the  revei*se  is  mostly  the  consequence. 

The  working  hours,  except  in  crop  season, 
when  the  apprentices  are  required,  for  ob- 
vious reasons,  to  be  up  earlier,  are  from  six 
o'clock  A.  M.  to  six  p.  M.,  Uiree  hours  of 
relaxation  being  allowed  them  within  that 
time,  viz.  most  commonly  from  the  hour  of 
nine  to  that  of  ten  a.  m.,  and  from  that  of 
one  to  three  p.  m. 

Task-work  is  not,  I  understand,  generally 
resorted  to,  and  when  adopted,  is  rather  as  a 
resort  against  idleness  than  of  choice ;  con- 
sequently the  objection  lies  with  the  appren- 
tices: yet  even  when  had  recourse  to,  the 
apprentices  frequently  finish  the  task  as- 
signed them  as  arranged  by  a  scale  of  work 
approved  of  and  directed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernor-general Sir  Lionel  Smith  to  be  a 
standard  for  task-work,  before  the  nine  hours 
of  labour  their  masters  are  entitled  to  by  law 
have  expired. 

The  apprentices  can  get  abundance  of  em- 
ployment for  money-wages  in  this  district 
during  their  own  time,  would  they  be  so  em- 
ployed, at  the  rate,  to  every  effective  labourer, 
of  the  sum  of  1«.  6 id,  m  money  and  half 
a  pint  of  rum,  which  increases  the  wages 
fully  to  Is.  10  Jrf.  currency,  which  is  given 
them  at  the  expiration  of  their  nine  hours'^ 
labour ;  but  such  is  their  idleness  and  indo- 
lence of  character,  that  it  is  difficult  to  get 
them  to  work  for  these  wages. 

Where  the  apprentices  conduct  themsel?es 
well,  none  of  the  indulgences  supplied  during 
slavery  are  withheld. 

The  free  children,  for  the  most  part,  are 
dependent  for  support  on  the  allowances^ 
furnished  their  parents  from  the  estates. 
Where,  however,  the  parents  conduct  them- 
selves well,  few  or  none  of  the  indulgences 
enjoyed  by  the  children  heretofore  are  with- 
held. 

The  only  facilities  afforded  in  this  district 
for  education,  that  I  am  aware  of,  are  one 
weekly  and  three  Sunday  schools,  the  latter 
held  at  the  places  of  divine  worship  by  their 
respective  ministers,  two  being  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church  and  one  of  Moravians.  The 
attendance  at  church  is  rather  more  than 
equal  to  the  accommodation ;  but  I  am  un- 
able to  state  what  that  in  the  schools  is. 

I  conclude,  from  the  fact  of  several  ap- 
prentices having  had  themselves  appraised, 
without  being  able  to  produce  the  amount  of 
their  valuation,  that  tne  desire  to  purchase 
their  dischai'ge  is  general  amongst  the  ap- 
prentices, and  that  the  means  only  are  want- 
ing. Fourteen  apprentices  have  been  dis- 
charged during  this  month ;  viz.  eight  by 
appraisement,  and  six  by  the  voluntary  acts 
of  proprietors. 

For  the  most  part,  the  discharged  appren- 
tices betake  themselves  to  the  calhng  of 
petty  hawkers  or  huxters.  Few  or  none  can 
DC  got  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
especially  on  the  sugar  estates. 

No.  12. 
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Questions. 
No.  12.— ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the 
ensuing  crop^  and  what  the  general  state  of 
cultivation  T    Has  the  season  been  favour- 
able, or  otherwise  ? 


No.  13. — ^Have  you  any  suggestions  to 
make,  or  any  practical  measure  to  recom- 
mend? 


Answers. 
The  prospect  for  the  ensuing  crop  is  at 
present  favourable.  The  cultivation,  gene- 
rally speaking,  is  not  as  extended  as  during 
the  state  of  slavery ;  and  on  many  estates 
the  lands  are  not  kept  in  the  hi^h  state  of 
cultivation  as  heretofore.  The  rains,  up  to 
the  present  time,  have  been  &vourable ;  but 
great  injury  has  been  sustained  by  very 
many  of  the  sugar  estates,  from  the  heavy 
gales  of  the  last  two  months. 

None  at  present. 

John  J.  Houghf  s.  j.  p. 


^RBADOS. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  89. 

Sir,  District  E.,  1  September  1837.       End.  6.  in  No.  89. 

I  BEG  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  it  is  with  much 

1>leasure  I  now  discharge  the  monthly  duty  of  reporting  on  the  condition  of  the  apprenticed 
abourers  (imposed  on  the  special  magistrates  in  their  several  districts),  inasmuch  as  I  am 
enabled  to  confirm  my  previous  statements  relative  to  the  general  good  understanding  which 
prevails  between  master  and  dependent  in  the  district  under  my  jurisdiction.  My  best  exer- 
tions are  employed  in  cherishing  this  feeling,  and  the  good  effect  resulting  from  its  operation 
is  to  be  found  m  the  comparatively  small  number  of  complaints  (monthly)  when  contrasted 
with  the  extensive  number  of  apprentices  within  this  district. 

With  reference  to  appraisements,  19  have  taken  place  in  the  month  of  August,  together 
with  nine  voluntary  discharges,  a  particular  return  of  which  (together  with  a  numerical 
return  of  appeal  cases  during  the  same  period)  is  herewith  transmitted  to  your  office. 


Taylor  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq., 
Acting  Private  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
(Government  House. 


(signed) 


I  have,  &c. 
Joseph  Garrawayj  s.  J.  p. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  89.  r 

Sir,  District  F.,  1  September  1837.  e^cL  7,  in  No.  89. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  journal  for  the  month  of  August,  also  the  other  «p^Q  discharges  by 

necessary  returns.  appraisements. 

My  answers  to  the  13  questions  are  the  same  as  heretofore.  

I  have,  &c. 

T.  H.  Ponsonby,  Esq.  (signed)         Geo.  Kennedy,  s.  J.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


—  No.90.— 
(No.  234.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  14  Oct.  1837.  No.  90. 

Communications  from  the  special  magistrates  of  Barbados,  relative  to  the  """" 

questions  they  are  required  to  answer  monthly,  are  herewith  forwarded  to  your  Scpteinber^i837. 

Lordship.  — 

I  have,  &c, 

(signed)        JE,  /.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor^ 
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Enclosure  1,  in  No.  90. 

Sir,  District  A.,'Toiwi  Division,  2  October  1837, 

I  BEG  leaye  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his  ExceUency  the  Grovemor,  that 
noAing  of  importance  has  occurred  in  this  district  during  the  last  month. 

The  conduct  of  the  apprentices,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  is  good.  Having  only  filled 
file  chair  of  the  district  for  the  last  month,  I  am  yet  unable  to  form  a  just  opimon.  At  the 
close  of  diis  month  I  hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  more  fully  upon  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  Edward  H.  Senhouse,  (signed)        John  B.  CoUhvrst,  s.  j.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Number  of  Discharges : 

By  appraisement  •----.-.2 

„  agreement      -------*       --13 

Without  charge   ---------39 

Total    -    -    -    -    54 


EnoloBnre  2,  in  No.  90. 

End.  3,  in  No.  90.  Sir,  Bnral  District  A,  5  October  1887. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  with  reference  to  the  R%ht  hononnifcle  the 
15  July  1836.      Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  despatch,  ccmtainiii^  thirteen  questions,  to  be  answered 

*  monthly,  that  I  have  not  been  Icmg  enou^  in  ths  district  to  answer  witti  accuracy  the 

tqueations  therein  c<mtained,  but  I  am  of  opinion,  vrith  scmie  exceptions,  that  a  good  feelii^; 
subsists  among  the  employers  and  apprentices  of  the  rural  cbstrict 

I  have,  &c. 
E.  H.  Senhouae,  Esq.  (signed)        F.  D.  Mtache9<m,  b.  j.  p. 

Acting  (Colonial  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Number  of  Discharges : 

By  appraisement  ---------3 

„  agreement        -------.-1 

Voluntary  dischai^es     --------6 

Total  -     -     .  9 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  90. 

End.  3>  i^  No.  90.  A  General  Report  of  the  state  of  District  B.  for  September  1837. 

Questions*  Answers. 

No  1. — ^The  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been  generally  good. 
No.  2. — ^The  same  as  last  report. 

No.  3. — ^They  do  perform  it  willingly,  except  those  days'  labour  they  are  compelled  to 
make  good  to  th^  employers  for  the  time  they  are  in  coi^nement,  considering 
it  a  second  punishment  under  the  inspection  of  their  masters. 

No.  4. — From  six  to  nine,  then  from  ten  to  one,  and  then  from  three  to  six;  the  inter- 
vening hours  they  have  for  rapeie. 

ITa  6.*^ As  the  Jast  report 

If  o.  «i-^favvariably  so.    Wages  Is.  Id.  sterling  per  day,  with  a  little  molaeBses  or  rum. 
No.  7. — Some  are  withheld. 

No.  8. — As  the  last  report.  Parents  brin^  them  up  in  idleness,  occasioned  by  the  great 
abhorrence  niey  have  to  hiring  mem.  out  from  recollections  of  slavery. 

No.  9. — Same  as  last  report. 

No.  10. — ^There  is  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  discharge; 
but  on  the  well-regulated  estates  there  is^ot  so  much  inclination  shown :  three 
males  and  five  females  have  been  discharged  this  month. 

No.  11. 
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No.  11. — Generally  to  their  feraaer  employincntB,  ecwept  the  women,  who  take  more  to      FA  RB A  DOS. 

the  domestic  employment.  — 

No.  12. — ^At  present  good ;  season  has  been  favourable. 
No.  13. — I  would  suggest  that  clause  59  *  erf  the  Island  Abolition  Act  should  be  repealed. 

I  am  confident  the  number  of  complaints  would  be  materially  reduced,  particu- 

lariy  from  the  minor  properties. 

(signed)        Joseph  HamiUon,  s«  j.  r. 


*  The  69th  clause  is  as  follows : — 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every  apprenticed  labourer  shall  make  good  out  of  his  Apprentices  to 
or  her  extoa  days,  to  his  or  her  employer,  the  time  that  his  or  her  employer  shall  have  "^«  ^?^^^  *^^ 
been  deprived  of  his  or  her  services  by  the  sentence  of  any  special  justice  of  the  peace  or  ""®- 
court" 

There  appear  to  me  no  grounds  for  applying  to  the  council  and  asaemUy  to  repeal  the 
foregoing  clause. 

(signed)        JE.  J.  Murray  M^  Gregory. 

Governor. 


Enclosore  4,  in  No.  90. 


District  C. 

Monthly  Report  firom  the  1st  to  the  30th  of  September  1837.  ^ncL  4,  in  No.  90. 

QUBSTIOKS.  AnBWEBS. 

pfo,  1, — ^A  coNSiDERABLB  decrease  of  complaints  has  taken  place  in  this  district  since 
my  last  report 

No.  2. — Generally  speaking,  no  want  of  good  feeling  exists  between  masters  and  appren- 
tices in  this  dismct. 

No.  3. — In  this  district,  the  apprentices,  generally  speaking,  perform  their  work  wil- 
Imgly. 

No.  4. — On  moat  estates  the  working  hours  in  this  district  are  from  six  to  nine  in  the 
morning,  from  ten  to  one,  and  from  three  to  six ;  allowing  intervals  of  relaxation 
from  nine  until  ten,  and  from  one  until  three. 

No.    6. — Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  cBstrict,  which  appears  to  be  the 

mutual  wish  of  masters  and  apprentices. 
p^Q^    5. — It  is  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own  time,  and  for  money-wages, 

which  average  at  1 «.  1  di  iot  nine  hours'  labour,  and  paid  in  money. 
No.    7. — I  am  not  prepared  to   say  that  there  are  any  indulg^ces  withheld  fit)m  the 

apprentice  labourer  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply. 

No.  8. — ^The  free  children  in  this  district  are  principally  supported  by  their  parents,  but 
on  some  estates  they  are  fed  and  token  care  of  the  same  as  previous  to  the 
1st  August  1834. 

No.  9. — ^There  are  two  churches  in  this  district,  with  resident  clergymen,  and  five 
chapels,  all  having  schools  attached,  besides  other  schools  throughout  the  dis- 
trict ;  still  these  do  not  afford  education  near  adequate  for  the  population  requiring 
instruction ;  the  attendance  at  church  and  schools  is  equal  to  the  accommo- 
dation. 

No.  10. — There  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their 
discharge ;  sixteen  dischai^s  were  obtsoned  last  month,  viz*  eight  by  appraise- 
ment, two  by  private  agreement,  and  six  by  free  gift. 

No.  11«*— Of  the  apprentices  that  dittain  their  disduoge,  some  follow  the  same  employment 

they  dul  previous  to  obtaining  it ;  others  go  about  trafficking,  and  keep  little 

shops. 
No.  12*— -The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  hold  forth  to  the  planter  the  expectation  of 

its  being  most  abundant.    The  season  as  yet  has  been  most  frtvourable,  and 

the  cultivation  good. 

No.  13. — I  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  practical  measure  to  recom 
mend. 

(signed)        A.  Cuvpage,  s.  J.  p. 
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BARBADOS. 

EdcL  5,  in  No*  90. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  90. 

District  D. 
Report  of  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District  for  the  month  of  September  1837, 
in  answer  to  the  following  Questions. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No.  1. — ^What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  ap-        See    report    for  August 
prentices  in  your  district  since  your  last  report  ?        last. 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them  and    -        -      ditto, 
their  employers ;  and  if  so^  to  what  cause  do  you 
attribute  it  i 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  willingly ;'  and  if  not,  to    -        -      ditto, 
what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

No.  4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in  your    -        -      ditto. 

district  ?  Are  any,  and  what,  intervals  of  relaxation 

allowed  to  the  apprentices  during  the  working 

hours? 
No.  6. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in  vour  district  ?    -        -      ditto.  ^ 

If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  masters  or 

apprentices  ? 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own    -        -      ditto, 
time  for  money-wages  ?  If  so,  what  is  the  ordinary 
rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid?    If  not, 
have  they  been  offered  ? 

No.  7. — Are  there  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it  was    -        -      ditto, 
usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply? 

No.  8. — ^What  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children,  and  how    •        -      ditto, 
are  they  supported  ? 

No.  9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district  supply  for  education    -        -      ditto, 
and  religious  instruction  ?    Is  the  attendance  at 
church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the  accom- 
modation ? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to    -        -      ditto. 

Purchase  meir  discharge  ?    How  many  discharges 
ave  been  eflfected  since  your  last  report  ? 


No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have 
obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake  them- 
selves ? 


No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and 
what  the  general  state  of  cultivation?  Has  the 
season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise  ? 


No.  13. — Have  you  any^suggestions  to  make,  or  any  practical 
measure  to  recommend  ? 


Ten  apprentices  have  been 
discharged  during  this  month, 
viz.  six  by  appraisement,  and 
four  by  tJie  voluntary  acts  of 
the  proprietors. 

See    report    for    August 
last. 

ditto. 


ditto. 


(signed)        John  J.  Hough,  s.  j,  p. 


End.  6,  in  No.  go< 


Enclo^dure  6,  in  No.  90. 

Sir,  District  E.,  7  October  1837. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  although  I  have  nothing 
material  to  report  in  addition  to  my  last  communication  on  the  general  condition  of  the 
apprentices  in  this  district,  still  the  return  of  this  monthly  duty  affords  me  the  opportunity 
of  confirming  the  favourable  statement  therein  noted ;  one  solitary  exception  has,  nowever, 
occurred  in  me  case  of  a  female  apprentice,  who  was  discharged  by  me  from  further  appren- 
ticeship, on  the  conviction  of  her  employer  for  cruelty.    (See  case,  No.  38,  for  September.) 

Tlie  apprentices  throughout  this  oistrict  are  now  well  apprized  of  their  right  of  appeal 
against  their  registry,  in  all  cases  where  they  may  feel  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  classifica- 
tion. Since  this  question  was  first  agitated  (in  the  month  of  May)  up  to  the  close  of  the 
month  of  September,  a  period  of  five  months,  38  appeal  cases  on  the  part  of  apprentices 
to  be  non-prffidials  have  been  heard  before  me ;  23  of  which  have  been  admitted,  and  15 
rejected.  In  imparting  this  necessary  information  to  the  apprentices,  respecting  their  rigift 
01  appeal,  I  have  endeavoured  to  adopt  such  a  course  of  conduct  as  would  not  lead  to  ima- 
ginary pretensions,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  as  soon  as  the  decisions  on  the  several 
appeal  cases  become  generally  known  among  them,  it  will  materially  tend  to  diminish  the 

number 
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number  of  unfounded  applications  on  their  part.    Willi  the  view,  therefore,  of  meeting  his      BARBADOS^ 
Excellency's  wishes  respecting  an  early  adjustment  of  this  important  Question,  I  have  given  — ' 

every  publicity  to  the  decisions  on  such  appeals  as  have  been  already  brought  before  me 
for  adjudication. 

I  beg  to  add  that  eight  appraisements  and  eight  voluntary  discharges  have  taken  place 
during  the  month  of  September. 

I  have,  &c. 

E.  H.  Senhouse,  Es(][.  (signed)        Joseph  Garraway^  s.  J.  p. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  90. 

Sir,  District  G.,  2  October  1837.       End.  7,  in  No.  90* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  journal,  with  the  various  returns  enclosed.  Seven  discharged  by 

My  answers  to  the  thirteen  questions  for  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg  are  the  appraisements, 
same  this  month  as  before  submitted. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieut.  Senhouse,  r.  n.  (signed)  Geo.  Kennedy. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


—No.  91.— 
(No.  273-) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

Grovemment  House,  Barbados,  No.  91. 

My  Lord,  28  November  1837. 

I  DO  myself  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  tables  and  reports  of 
the  specid  magistrates  of  this  island  during  the  month  of  October  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         E.  J.  Murray  M'Gregor,  Governor. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  91. 


Barbados,  Town  Division,  District  A.       EncL  1,  in  No.  91. 
Sir,  3  November  1837. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for  tbe  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that 
nothing  of  any  importance  nas  occurred  in  my  district  durme  the  last  month.  I  have,  how- 
ever, pleasure  in  reporting  that  fewer  cases  have  been  brougnt  before  me  during  the  month 
of  October  than  during  the  month  preceding ;  these  also  were  of  a  more  trivial  nature. 

Considering  the  temptations  which  present  themselves  in  Bridge  Town  to  induce  the 
apprentices  to  conduct  themselves  improperly,  I  have  satisfaction  in  saying  that  few  are 
brought  before  me  who  seem  to  be  utterly  corrupted ;  impertinences,  and  absence  from  the 
employer's  service,  are  the  general  grounds  of  complaint,  which  are  Ae  more  likely  to  occur 
as  almost  the  whole  of  the  apprentice  population  of  Bridge  Town  are  domestic  servants,  and 
constantly  in  contact  vrith  the  employer ;  upon  the  whole,  however,  the  apprentices  conduct 
themselves  well. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  jrou  that,  in  obedience  to  his  Excellency's  instructions,  I 
commenced  a  close  investigation  into  the  classification  of  the  apprentices  of  the  district,  by 
having  lists  taken  of  those  in  the  possession  of  each  individual,  distinguishing  the  prsedials  from 
the  non-pr«dials ;  these  lists  will  be  shortly  furnished,  when  I  shall  proceed  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  each  individual  case;  and  as  there  are  not  many  hundred  prsedials,  I  hope  to  have  it 
concluded  before  the  end  of  the  present  year,  as  his  Excellency  requires.  I  consider  the 
inquiry  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  shall,  therefore,  bestow  the  greatest  attention  upon  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)        John  B.  Colthurst,  s.  j.  p. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

P.  S. — I  have  satisfaction  in  stating  that  many  voluntary  discharges  have  taken  place 
during  the  last  month ;  the  whole  number  amounts  to  25,  out  of  which  19  have  been  dis- 
jcharged  by  the  voluntaiy  act  of  the  employer. 

(signed)        J.  B.  C. 
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Enclosure  2,  in  No.  91. 

Sir,  Rural  District  A.,  9  November  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  returns,  as  per  margin,  for  the  last  mondi,  aid  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  hds  Excellency  the  Governor,  ihat  no  diange  has  taken 
place  to  -require  any  reply  different  from  the  last,  with  re^n^noe  to  the  13  queations  coiii* 
tained  in  the  despatch  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretar)r  of  State  for  the  Colonies ;  and 
I  am  happy  to  state  to  his  Exceflencv  that  there  is  progressive  improvement  in  the  feeling 
of  empIoyerB  and  apprentices  througnout  this  district  generally. 

I  have,  &c. 
E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)        F.  D.  Hutcheson,  s.  j.  p. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Number  of  apprenticed  Labourers  discharged  : 
By  agreement         ---.-..     1 
„  appraisement    --        •        -        -        -        -8 
„.  voluntary  dischstfge  -----        •    5 

14 


End.  3,  in  No.  91. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  91. 
A  General  Report  of  the  state  of  District  B.  for  the  month  of  October  1837. 

Qu  ESTioKS.  Answers. 

No.    1. — ^The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been  very  good. 

ffo.  2. — ^The  iU  feeling  quoted  in  mv  last  report,  in  my  opinion,  has  greatly  subsided; 
managers  are  the  persons  1  alluded  to  in  that  report,  and  not  the  proprietors. 

No.    3. — ^They  do  perform  their  work  willingly. 

No.   4. — As  in  former  reports. 

No.    5. — As  in  former  reports. 

No.   6. — As  in  former  report. 

Wo.    7. — As  in  former  reports. 

No.   8. — As  in  former  report. 

No.   9. — As  in  former  report. 

No.  10. — A  great  desire ;  six  males  and  13  females  have  been  discharged  since  last  report 

No.  11. — ^The  preedials  generally  follow  their  former  avocations,  excepting  those  females 
who  have  families,  aikl  their  occupations  vary. 

No.  12. — ^The  appearance  of  the  ensuing  crop  is  very  good,  and  the  crop  forward ;  culti- 
vation excellent;  the  season  fias  been  favourable. 

No.  13.-— I  would  submissively  suggest,  for  the  better  government  of  the  apprentices  and 
their  employers,  that  a  medical  board  should  be  formed  of  disinterested*  pcrswis, 
to  meet  periodically  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  to  give  their  opinion  and 
advice  upon  those  critical  cases  so  often  brought  before  the  Bpecial  justices, 
which,  without  the  aid  of  the  profession,  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility  for  them 
to  decide  with  satisfaction  to  tnemselves  and  with  justice  to  the  parties. 

(fflgned)  Jos.  HamUion^  s.  j.  p. 

*  Disinterested  medical  gentlemen  are  not  always  to  be  found,  nor  can  they  be  expected  to 
meet  periodically  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  without  obtaining  pavment  for  their  proposed 
services,  for  which  no  legal  provision  has  been  made ;  and,  unless  they  were  to  meet 
frequently,  the  business  01  the  country  might  be  so  much  retarded,  as  to  render  the  con- 
sequences of  the  intended  remedy  more  embarrassing  than  those  of  the  defect  com- 
plained of. 

(signed)        -B.  J.  Murray  W  Gregory  Governor. 


End.  4,  in  No.  91. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  91. 

District  C. 
Monthly  Report  from  the  1st  to  the  31st  October  1887. 
Questions.  Answers. 

No.    1. — Since  my  last  report,  a  considerable  decrease  of  complaints  has  tdcen  place  in 

this  district. 
No.   2. — Generally  speaking,  no  want  of  good  feeling  exists  between  masters  and  appren- 
tices in  this  district. 
No.   3. — ^The  apprentices  in  most  instances  perform  their  work  most  willingly. 
No.   4. — On  most  estates  in  this  district,  the  working  hours  are  from  six  to  nine  in  the 
morning,  from  ten  to  one,  and  from  three  to  six,  allowing  intervals  of  relaxation 
from  nine  until  ten,  and  from  one  until  three. 
No.   5. — Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  district,  which  appears  to  be  the 
mutual  wish  of  masters  and  apprentices. 

No.  6. 
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Wo. 


o. 


Questions.  AicswaaB. 

No.    6. — It  is  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own  time  and  for  money-wages, 

which  aTerage,  at  1 5.  1  d.  for  nine  hours'  labour^  and  paid  in  money. 
7. — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  are  «ny  indulgences  withheld  from  the 

apprentice  labourer  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply. 
8. — The  free  children  in  this  district  are  principally  supported  by  their.parents ;  but 

on  some  estates  they  are  fed  and  taken  care  of  tne  same  as  previous  to  the 

1st  August  1834. 
^0^   9. — There  are  two  churches,  with  resident  clergymen,  and  five  chapels,  all  having 

schools  attached,  besides  other  schools  throughout  the  district;  still  these  do 

not  afford  education  near  adequate  for  the  popmation  requiring  instruction.  The 

attendance  at  the  churches  and  schools  is  equal  to  the  accommodation. 
No.  10. — ^There  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their 

discharge ;  13  discharges  were  obtained  last  month,  viz.,  seven  by  appraisement, 

three  by  private  agreement,  and  three  by  fi«e  gift. 
No.  11. — ^The  apprentices  who  obtain  their  discharge,  some  follow  the  same  employment 

they  did  previous  to  obtaining  it,  others  go  about  trafficking  and  keeping  shops. 
Ho.  12. — ^The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  hold  forfli*to  the  planter  the  expectation  of 

its  bein^  most  abundant.    The  season  as  yet  has  been  most  favourable,  and  the 

cultivation  has  been  good. 
"No.  13. — I  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  practical  measure  to  recom- 
mend. 

(signed)  A.  Cuppag^f  s.  j.  p. 


BARBADOS. 


Answers. 
See  report  for  August  las 

ditto. 


ditto, 
ditto. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  91. 
District  D. 
Report  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District  for  the  month  of  October  1837,      End.  5,  in  No.  91 . 

in  reply  to  the  following  Questions. 

Questions. 

No.  1. — What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  appren- 
tices in  your  district  since  your  last  report? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them  and 
their  employers ;  and  if -so,  to  what  cause  do  you 
ascribe  it? 

No.    3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  vrflHngly;   and  if  not, 

to  what  do  you  ascribe  it? 
No.   4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in  your 

district  ?    Are  any,  and  what,  intervals  of  relaxation 

allowed  to  the   apprentiees   dhunig  the  working 

honre? 
No.    5. — Is  task-work  generally  sesorted  to  in  your  district  ? 

If  not,  does  the  6bjection  lie  with  the  mas|ters  or 

appreatices? 
No.    6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own 

time  for  money-wagos  ?    If  so,  what  is  the  ordinary 

rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?     If  not, 

have  they  teen  offered  ? 
No.   7. — ^Are  there  any  indulgences  withheld    which   it  was 

UMUtl  duni^  slavery  for  tlie  estate  to  supply  ? 
No.   8. — ^Whatis  the  condition  of  the  free  children,  and  how 

are  they  supported? 
No.   9.— What  facilities  does    your  district  supply   for  edu- 

catien  %mA.  reli^^ioos  instruetiQii  ?  .I&  the  atteodaaee 

at  chureh  and  m  the  schools  equal  to  Ae  accom- 
modation ? 
No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to 

purchase  their  discharge?     How  many  discharges 

have  been  effected  since  your  last  report  ? 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto, 
ditto. 


ditto: 


No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have 
obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake  themselves  ? 

No.  12.— What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and 
what  the  general  state  of  cultivation?  Has  the 
season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise  ?  ^ 

No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  practical 
measure  to  recommend  ? 


ditto. 

Four  by  appraisement,  and 
three  by  the  voluntary 
acts  of  their  employers. 

See  report  for  August  last. 

-     ditto. 


-     ditto. 
John  J.  Uoughf  &•  J.  f. 
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BARBA)0S.  Enclosure  6,  in  No.  9L 

Eucl.  6,  in  No.  gu  Sir,  District  E.,  20  November  1837. 

With  reference  to  the  monthly  queries  proposed  for  the  special  magistrates'  reply,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  havmg  nothing 
of  importance  to  represent  in  addition  to  the  matter  noted  in  my  last  report  for  the  mcxith  ^ 
September,  I  respectfully  request  that  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  refer  to  the  same, 
as  illustrative  of  the  condition  of  this  district  for  the  present  month  of  October. 

I  beg  to  add,  that  10  appraisements  and  It)  voluntary  discharges  have  been  effected  during 
the  same  period. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Joseph  Garrawaif,  s.  j.  p. 

To  Edward  H.  Senhouse,  Esq. 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  Sec.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  91. 

End.  7,  in  No.  91,  Sir,  District  F.,  2  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  journal  with  the  various  reports  for  the  montb 
of  October. 
There  have  been  no  appraisements  in  this  district  for  the  above  month. 
My  answers  to  thirteen  questions  are  the  same  as  last  submitted. 

I  have,  &c. 

E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)  Oeo.  Kmmedy,  s.  j.  p. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


(No.  288.)  —  No.92.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glendg. 

Government  House,  Barbados, 
No.  92.  My  Lord,  18  December  1837. 

I  DO  myself  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  tables  and  reports  of 
the  specie  magistrates  of  this  island  during  the  month  of  November  last. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         E.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  92. 

End.  1 ,  ju  No.  9*.  Sir,  District  A.,  Town  Division,  3  Dec.  1837. 

I  B£0  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency,  that  nothing  wordi 
remarking  has  occurred  m  my  district  since  my  last  report  for  Octolier,  to  which  I  beg  you 
to  refer. 

The  apprentices  generally  conduct  themselves  well,  the  greater  number  of  whom  are  non- 
praedials ;  22  domestics  were  manumitted  last  month  without  charge,  thereby  showing  ^ood 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  employers,  as  well  as  proof  of  good  conduct  on  the  part  of  Ae 
apprentices. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)  John  B.  CoUhurst,  s.  J.  p- 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Discharges  by  appraisement    *        -        -        -        -  4 

„            agreement         -        -        -        -        -  16 

Voluntary  discharges      ------  22 

Total   -        -        -  41 
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Enclosure  2,  iu  No.  92.  BARBADOS. 

Sir,  Rural  District  A.,  9  December  1887.       End.  3,  in  No.  Qt. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  15  July  18^. 
I  see  no  reason  to  alter  my  last  month's  report,  with  reference  to  the  circular  despatch 
colitaining  13  questions. 

The  good  feeling  still  subsists  as  stated  in  it. 

Fifteen  discharges  from  apprenticeship  have  been  effected  during  the  last  month,  nine  by 
appraisement,  one  by  agreement,  and  five  voluntary  discharges. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  F.  D.  Hutcheson,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  92. 
A  General  Rbpobt  of  the  state  of  District  B.  during  the  month  of  November  1837.        End.  3,  in  No.  gt. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No.  l.«— The  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been  very  good. 
No.  2. — A  better  feeling  exists  at  present. 
No.  3. — ^ITiey  do  work  willingly. 
No.  4. — ^As  in  former  reports. 
No.  .5.  —As  in  former  reports. 

No.  6. — ^Yes ;  wages  from  l8.ld.tol$.9id.  sterling  per  day,  for  first-class  field  people, 
but  generally  the  former. 

No.  7. — As  in  former  reports. 
No.  8. — As  in  former  report. 
No.  9. — As  in  former  report. 

No.  10. — Yes;  four  males  and  nine  females  dischaiged. 
No.  11. — As  in  former  reports. 

No.  12. — Prospects  of  ensuing  crop  good,  and  the  cultivation  excellent ;  season  generally 
favourable. 

No.  13. — None  at  present. 

(signed)  Joseph  Hamilton^  s«  j.  p. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  92. 
District  C. 
Monthly  Report  fiK>m  the  1st  to  the  30th  November  1837.  End.  4,  io  No.  91. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No.  1. — ^The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentice  labourers  in  this  district  since  my  last 
report  has  been  good. 

No.  2. — Generally  speaking,  no  want  of  good  feeling  exists  between  master  and  appren- 
tice labourer. 

No.  3. — With  few  exceptions,  the  apprentices,  generally  speaking,  perform  their  work 
most  willingly. 

No.  4. — On  most  estates  the  working  hours  are  firom  six  to  nine  in  the  morning,  fix>m  ten 
to  one,  and  firom  three  to  six,  allowing  intervals  of  relaxation  firom  nine  until 
ten,  and  from  one  until  three. 

No.  5. — ^Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  district,  which  appears  to  be  the 
mutual  wish  of  masters  and  apprentices. 

No.  6.— It  is  usual  for  the  apprentice  labourers  in  this  district  to  work  in  their  own  time, 
and  for  money-wages,  which  average  at  1 «.  1  <f.  for  nine  hours'  labour,  and  paid 
in  money. 

No.  7. — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  are  any  indtdgences  withheld  from  the 
apprentice  labourer  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply. 

No.  8. — ^The  firee  children  in  this  district  are  principally  supported  by  their  parents,  but 
on  some  estates  they  are  fed  and  taken  care  of  the  same  as  previous  to  the 
1st  August  1834. 

No.  9.'^There  are  two  churches  in  this  district,  with  resident  clergymen,  and  five  chapels, 
all  having  schools  attached,  besides  other  schools  throughout  the  district ;  still 
these  do  not  afford  education  near  adequate  for  the  population  requiring  instruc- 
tion. The  attendance  at  church  and  at  the  schools  is  equal  to  the  accommo- 
dation. 

154.— II.  o  No.  10. 
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BARBADOS.      Questioks.  Avswbrs. 

—  No.  10.— There  is  a  great  desire  on  Ae  part  of  the  apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their 

discharge;   17  were  obtained  last  month,  viz.  10  by  appraisement,  thi«e  by 
private  agreement,  and  four  by  free  gift. 
No.  11. — Of  the  ajjprentice  labourers  who  obtain  their  discharge,  some  follow  the  sam« 

occupation  they  did  previous  to  receiving  it,  and  others  go  about  trafficking. 
No.  12. — The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  holds  forth  to  the  planter  the  ezpectationg  of 
its  beii^  most  abundant ;  the  season  has  been  most  fiivourable,  and  the  culti- 
vation good. 

No.  13.— I  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  practical  measure  to  recom- 
mend. 

(8igned)        A.  Cuppage,  s.  j.  p. 


EacI.  5«  in  No.  92. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  92. 

DiSTBICT  D. 

Report  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  tiie  above  District  for  the  month  of  Nov^nber  18S7, 

in  reply  to  the  following  Questions. 

Questioks.  Answbbs. 

No.    1. — ^What   has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  ap-      See  report  for  August  last. 

prentices  in  your  distnct  since  your  last  report? 
No.    2 — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between   them      -        -    ditto. 

and  Aeir  employers ;  and  if  so,  to  what  cause  do 

you  attribute  it? 
No.    3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  willingly ;  and  if  not,      -        -    dkto. 

to  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 
No.    4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in   use  in      -        -    ditto. 

your  district?  Are  any,  and  what,  intervals   of 

relaxation  allowed  to  the  apprentices  during  their 

working  hours? 
No.    5. — Is  task-work  generally  rescnied  to  in  your  district  ?      -        ->    ditto. 

If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  me  masters  or 

apprentices? 
No.    6.-*4s  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own      -        -    ditto. 

time  for  money-wages?  If  so,  what  is  the  ordinary 

rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?  If  not,  have 

they  been  offered  ? 
No.    7.— 'Are  there  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it  was      -        -    ditto. 

usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply  ? 
No.    8. — ^What  is  the  condition   of  the  free  children,  and      -        -    ditto. 

how  are  they  supported  ? 
No.    9. — ^What    facilities    does    j^our   district    supply    for      -        -    ditto. 

education  and  religious  instruction  ?  Is  the  attend- 
ance at  church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the 

accommodation  ? 
No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices 

to   purchase,  their    discharge?   How  many    dis- 
charges have  been  effected  since  your  last  report? 


No.  11* — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have 
obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake  them- 
selves ? 

No.  IS. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensumg  crc^ 
and  what  the  general  state  of  cttkivation  ?  Has 
the  season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise  ? 

No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  prac«* 
tical  measure  to  recommend  ? 

(signed) 


Seven ;  four  by  appraise- 
ment, and  duree  DV  the  vo- 
luntary acts  at  their  em- 
ployers. 
ScMS  report  for  August  last. 


-    ditto. 


-    Atto. 


John  J.  Hough,  s.  j.  p« 


£dcI.  6,  in  No.  93* 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  92. 

Sir,  District  K,  7  December  1837. 

In  dischargine  the  usual  monthly  duty  of  reporting  on  the  state  of  the  district  under  my 

chaige,  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

that  no  circumstances  have  occurred  during  the  last  month  (November)  to  check  the 

general  good  understanding  which,  I  feel  pleasure  to  add,  at  present  subsists  between 

employers 
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employers  and  apprentices  within  my  jurisdiction.    There  are,  doubtless^  many  reasons  to      BARBADOS 

which  the  existence  of  this  desirable  feeling  may  be  attributed ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  '  

that,  as  the  period  of  serrice  becomes  gradually  diminished^  it  has  led  to  the  conviction  that 
a  community  of  interest  at  this  stage  of  the  apprenticeship  between  masters  and  dependents 
is  so  intimately  blended  with  the  future  success  of  both  (in  their  relative  situatiAis)  thiat  it 
has  now  become  imperative  to  employ  the  medium  of  conciliation,  rather  than  that  of 
coercion,  to  produce  a  favourable  result,  when  the  important  experiment  now  in  operation 
shall  have  been  finally  concluded  in  1840.  The  very  promising  appearance  of  the  crop 
about  to  be  reaped  in  the  course  of  a  few  short  months  justifies  the  announcement  of  ftor 
average  labour  o&  the  part  of  the  apprentices,  while  the  insignificant  number  of  punish- 
ments inflicted  during  tne  month  of  November  (100,  per  Table  (A.),  out  of  a  population  of 
13,000)  is  an  additional  proof  that  the  general  duties  exacted  by  the  laws,  wnich  more 
especially  bind  the  employer  and  apprentice,  continue  to  be  discharged  by  tiie  latter  in  a 
creditable  and  satisfactory  manner. 

1  have,  in  conclusion,  to  report  that  18  appraisements  and  voluntary  discharged  have 
occurred  during  the  mcmth  of  November. 

I  have,  &c. 

Edward  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)        Joseph  OarraxDay,  s.  j.  p. 

Actmg  Colonial  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  92. 
Sir,  District  F^  1  December  1837.      End.  7,  in  No.  9a. 

I  BBG  to  forward  my  various  returns  for  the  month  of  November,  with  my  journal. 
My  answers  to  thirteen  questicois  for  the  Bight  honourable  the  Ck)lonial  oecretary  are  the 
same  as  last  submitted. 

I  have,  &c. 
E.  H,  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)  Cfeo.  Kennedy,  s.  j.  p. 


Discharges  by  appraisement 


—  No.  93.— 
<No.  13.) 

Extract  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregar,  Bart., 
to  Lord  Qlenelg,  dated  Government  House,  Barbados,  27  January  1838. 

I  HERBwiTH  forward  the  reports  and  tables  of  the  several  special  magistrates         No.  93. 
for  the  month  of  December  1837. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  93. 

Sir,  District  A.,  Town  Division,  2  January  1838.       End.  1,  in  Wo.  93. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that 
nothing  of  any  moment  has  occurred  in  this  district  since  I  had  the  honour  of  transmitting 
to  your  office  my  last  monthly  report  for  November  1837. 

1  have,  however,  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been 
good  during  the  month  of  December,  and  free  discharges  continue  to  mcrease  in  number. 
These  are  confined  to  the  non-prsedial  class. 

In  conseauence  of  the  apprentice  population  of  this  district  being  almost  exclusively 
composed  ot  the  non-preediat  class,  or  domestics,  only  one  case  of  appeal  has  been  brought 
before  me  during  the  last  month,  which  was  successful,  and  the  complainants'  class  altered 
accordingly. 

In  obedience  to  his  Excellency's  instructions,  forwarded  to  the  special  magistrates  through 
your  office,  requiring  them  to  adjust  the  classification,  to  the  best  01  their  power,  by  the  end  pf 
the  last  year,  1  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  after  instituting  a  critical  inquiry  into  the  claims 
of  the  apprentices  in  this  respect,  I  find  that  no  inclination  at  present  exists  to  any  extent 
to  avail  themselves  of  their  rights  of  appeal ;  indeed,  there  are  so  very  few  praedial  labourers 
in  the  district,  I  anticipate  no  trouble  on  this  account,  either  now  or  at  any  fiiture  period. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)  John  B.  Colthurst,  s.  J.  P. 

&c.  kc.  tec. 


154. — n.  G  2 
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BARBADOS. 
End.  II.  in  No.  93* 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  93. 

Sir^  liaral  District  A.,  10  January  1838. 

I  HATB  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  my  report  for  the  month  of.  December  1837,  to  his  circular 
despatch,  15  July  1836. 


Questions. 

No.  1. — ^What  has  been  the  e^eneral  con. 
duct  of  the  apprentices  in  your  district  since 
your  last  report  ? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling 
between  them  and  their  employers ;  and  if 
so,  to  what  cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  wil 
linglv ;  and  if  not,  to  what  cause  do  you 
attrioute  it  ? 

No.  4. — ^What  are  the  working  hours 
generally  in  use  in  your  district  ?  Are  any, 
and  what,  intervals  of  relaxation  allowed  to 
the  apprentices  during  the  working  hours  ? 

No.  6. — Is  task-work  resorted  to  in  your 
district  ?  If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with 
the  masters  or  the  apprentices  ? 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to 
work  in  their  own  time  for  money-wages? 
If  so,  what  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages, 
and  how  are  they  paid  ?  If  not,  have  they 
been  offered  ? 

No.  7. — Are  any  indulgences  withheld 
which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the 
estate  to  supply  ? 

No.  8. — What  is  the  condition  of  the  free 
children,  and  how  ai'e  they  supported  ? 

No.  9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district 
supply  for  education  and  religious  instruction? 
Is  the  attendance  at  church  and  in  the  schools 
equal  to  the  accommodation  ? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among 
the  apprentices  to  purcnase  their  discharge ; 
and  how  many  discharges  have  been  effected 
since  your  last  report  ? 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment 
do  those  who  have  obtained  their  discharge 
usually  betake  themselves? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the 
ensuing  crop,  and  what  the  general  state  of 

If 


cultivation  f    Has  the 
able,  or  otherwise  ? 


season  been  favour- 


Answers. 

Very  good ;  only  34  punishments  amoiig 
8,966  apprentices  for  the  month  of  De- 
cember. 

Ncme,  that  I  am  aware  of. 


From  the  few  comnlaints,  I  ha^e  every  rea- 
son to  believe  they  go. 


Forty-five  hours  per  week,  between  6  a.m. 
and  6  p.  M.,  from  Monday  morning  to  Friday 
evening.    No  intervals  of  relaxation  1 
that  I  am  aware  of. 


lav 
^ed, 


To  the  Under-Secretary  of  State, 
Colonial  Office. 


No  ;  I  am  not  aware  where  the  objectka 
lies. 

Yes ;  quarter-dollar  per  day  is  the  ordinary 
rate ;  they  are  paid  in  money. 


I  am  not  aware  of  their  getting  any  indul- 
gences now,  but  at  Christmas. 

But  indifferent;  I  believe  by  their  mothers 
generally. 

There  are  four  Protestant  chapels,  with 
schools  attached,  besides  Moravian.  I  be- 
lieve it  is;  certainly  at  church. 

Yes ;  eleven  since  last  report. 


To  their  usual  trades  or  employments; 
those  who  do  not,  to  the  employment  <^ 
hucksters  or  pedlars. 

Good;  has  been  favourable. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        F.  D.  Hutchetan,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  93. 
End.  3,  in  No.  93.  '       ^  Report  of  the  general  state  of  District  B.  during  the  month  of  December  1837. 

QUESTIONS.  Answers. 

No.  1. — ^The  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been  very  good. 

No.  2.— There  appears  to  be  a  much  better  feeling  between  master  and  apprentice. 

No.  3. — ^The  same  as  other  reports. 

No.  4. — ^The  same  as  previously  reported. 

No.  6. — The  same  as  previously  reported. 

No.  6. — ^The  same  as  previously  reported. 


No.  7 
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Questions.  Answers.  BARBADOS, 

-No.    7.— The  same  as  previously  reported.  

No.    8. — ^The  same  as  previously  reported. 
No.    9. — ^The  same  as  previously  reported. 
No.  10. — ^There  is. 
No.  11. — The  same  as  previously  reported. 

No.  12. — Every  appearance  of  an  abundant  crop ;  the  cultivation  excellent ;  the  season  lias 
been  favourable. 


No.  13. — Not  at  present. 


(signed)  Joff*'  Hamilton^  s.  J.  p. 


Enclosure  4,  in  No.  93. 

District  C. 

Monthly  Repobt  from  the  1st  to  the  31st  December  1837. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No.    1.— The  general  conduct  of  the   apprentice  labourers  in  this  district  since  my  last  End*  4,  in  No.  93. 
report  has  been  good. 

No.  2. — Generally  speakings  no  want  of  good  feeling  exists  between  masters  and  appren- 
tices. 

No.  3. — The  apprentices,  generally  speaking,  perform  their  work  most  willingly  in  this 
district. 

No.  4. — On  most  estates,  the  working  hours  are  from  six  to  nine  in  the  morning,  from  ten 
to  one,  and  from  three  to  six,  allowing  intervals  of  relaxation  from  nine  until  ten, 
and  from  one  until  three. 

No.  6. — Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  district,  which  appears  to  be  the 
mutual  wish  of  masters  and  apprentices. 

No.  6. — It  is  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own  time,  and  for  money-wages, 
which  average,  at  1 5.  1  d.  for  nine  hours'  labour,  and  paid  in  money. 

No.  7, — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  are  any  indulgences  withheld  from  the  ap- 
prentice laoourer  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply. 

No.  8. — ^The  free  children  in  this  district  are  principally  supported  by  their  parents,  bu 
on  some  estates  they  are  fed  and  taken  care  of  the  same  as  previous  to  th 
1st  August  1834. 

No.  9. — ^There  are  two  churches  in  this  district,  with  resident  clergymen,  and  five  chapels, 
all  having  schools  attached,  besides  other  schools  throughout  the  district;  still 
these  do  not  aflford  education  near  adequate  for  the  population  requiring  instruc- 
tion. The  attendance  at  church  and  at  the  schools  is  equal  to  the  accom- 
modation. 

No.  10. — There  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their 
discharge.  Eleven  discharges  were  obtained  last  month,  viz.  eight  by  appraise- 
ment, two  by  free  gift,  and  one  by  private  agreement. 

No.  11. — Of  the  apprentices  who  obtain  their  discharge,  some  follow  the  same  employment 

they  Old  previous  to  obtaining  it,  and  others  go  about  trafficking. 
No.  12. — ^The  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop  hold  forth  to  the  planter  the  expectation  of 

its  bein^  most  abundant.    The  season  as  yet  has  been  most  favourable,  and  the 

cultivation  good. 

No.  13. — I  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  practical  measures  to  recom- 
^^^  '  (signed)  A.  Cuppage,  s,  j.  p. 

Enclosure  5,  in  No.  93. 
District  D. 
Report  of  the  Special  Ma^trate  of  the  above  District  for  the  month  of  December  1837,  End.  5,  in  N>).  93. 

m  reply  to  the  following  Questions. 
Questions.  Answers. 

No.    1. — What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  appren-      See  report  for  August  last. 
Ikes  in  your  district  since  your  last  report  i 

No.    2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them      -        -     ditto, 
and  their  empl(^rs;  and  if  so,  to  what  cause  do 
you  attribute  it? 

No.   3. — Do  they  p^orm  their  work  willingly;  and  if  not,      -        -     ditto, 
to  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

No.   4. — ^What  are  the  woiking  hours  generally  in  use  in      •        -     ditto, 
your  district?    Are  any,  ana  what,  intervals  of 
relaxation  allowed  to  the  apprentices  during  the 
working  hours  ? 
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BARBADOS.  Questions.  Akswbss* 

No.    6.— Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  district?      See  report  for  Aogust.last. 

If  noty  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  masters  or 
apprentices  ? 

No.    6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own      -       -      ditto, 
time  for  money-wages  ?     If  so,  what  is  the  ordi- 
nary rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?    If 
not,  have  they  been  offered  ? 

No.    7.-*Are  there  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it  was      -      -      ditto, 
usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply  ? 

No.    8^— What  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children,  and  how      -       -      ditto, 
are  they  supported  ? 

No.    9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district  supply  for  educa-      -       -      ditto, 
tion  and  religious  instruction  ?    Is  tne  attendance 
at  church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the  accom- 
modation? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to      -       -      ditto. 

Eurchase  their  discharge  ?   How  many  discharges      Five ;  two  by  appraisement 
ave  been  effected  since  your  last  report  ?  and  three  by  the  voluntary 

acts  of  their  empteyers. 

No.  11.— To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have      See  report  for  August  last, 
obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake  them- 
selves ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and      -       -      ditto, 
what  the  general  state  of  cultivation?    Has  the 
season  been  favourable,  or  otherwise  ?  , 

No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make  or  any  practical      -       -      ditto, 
measure  to  rbcommend  ? 

(signed)         John  J.  Houghs  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  6^  in  No.  93. 

End.  6,  in  No.  93.        .  Sir,  District  E.,  31  December  1837. 

I  BEG  respectfully  to  solicit  his  Excellency's  reference  to  the  report  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  transmit  for  the  preceding  month  of  November,  as  exhibiting  a  correct  estimate 
of  the  condition  of  this  district  for  die  present  month  of  December. 

I  have  only  in  addition  to  remark,  that  six  voluntary  discharges  have  been  recorded  in  this 
oiBce  during  the  same  period. 

I  have,  &c. 
E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)  Joseph  Oarrmoayy  s.  j.  p. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  8ic.  &c.  &c.» 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  93. 

End.  7,  in  No.  93.  Sir,  District  F.,  2  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  the   honour  to  forward  my  journal    and   various  reports  for   the  moneth  of 
December. 
My  answers  to  13  questions  for  the  Bight  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  are  the 
'  same  as  last  submitted. 

I  have,  &c. 
E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)  Oeo.  Kennedy,  s.  j.  p. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 


Enclosure  8,  in  No»93« 
End.  8,  in  No.  93.  Sir,  District  G.,  6  January  1838. 

In  transmitting  to  you  my  duplicate  journal  for  the  month  of  December,  as  wall  as 
Table  (A.),  I  beg  leave  to  state,  tnat  the  answers  usually  appended  by  the  magistrates  to 
their  reports  are  omitted  by  me  in  this  instance,  because  my  recent  assumption  of  the  office 
prevents  me  from  offering  any  opinion  upon  the  working  of  the  i^prentioeship  system. 

During  the  above  period  the  classification  of  one  prsedial  labourer  has  been  altered  to  that 
of  non-praedial,  but  I  have  not  had  any  appraisements. 

I  have,  &c. 
E.  H.  Senhouse,  Esq.  (signed)  Henry  Lmng,  a.  /•  f. 

Acting  Colonial  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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—No.  94.— 

(No.  31.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  firom  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  22  Feb.  1838. 

I  DO  myself  the  honour  of  forwarding  to  your  Lordship  tables  and  reports  of 
the  special  magistrates  of  this  island  during  the  month  of  January  last 

I  have,  &C. 
(signed)        E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Governor. 


BARBADOS 

No.  94. 


Enclosure  I,  in  No.  94. 
DiSTBiCT  A.,  Town  Division. 


RsPORT  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District  for  the  month  of  January  1838|  in  End.  i,  in  No.  94. 

rejdy  to  the  following  Qnestions. 


Questions. 
No.  1. — What  has  been  the  general  con- 
dnct  of  the  apprentices  in  your  lustrict  since 
your  last  report? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling 
between  them  and  their  employers ;  and  if  so, 
to  what  cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 


No.  3- — Do  they  perform  their  work  wil- 
lingly ;  and  if  not,  to  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

No.  4. — Relating  to  working  hours  and  in- 
tervals of  relaxaticxi? 

No.  5. — Regardmg  task-work  ? 

No.  6. — Apprentices  working  in  then*  own 
time? 

No.  7. — With  reference  to  indulgences  in 
the  time  of  slavery  being  withheld  now  ? 

No.  8. — ^What  IS  the  condition  of  the  free 
^hildrep^  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 


No.  9. — ^What  fecilities  does  your  district 
supply  for  education  and  reU^ous  instruc- 
tion? Is  the  attendance  at  church  and  in 
the  schools  equal  to  the  accommodation? 

No.  10. — ^Is  there  a  general  desire  amon^ 
the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  discharge  ? 
How  many  discharges  have  been  effected 
Bince  your  last  report  ? 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment 
do  those  who  have  obtained  their  discharge 
usually  betake  themselves  ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the 
ensuing  crop^  and  what  the  general  state  of 
cultivation  ?  Has  the  season  been  favourable^ 
or  otherwise? 

Na  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to 
make,  or  any  praclKal  measure  to  recom- 
mend? 


Answebs. 

I  am  to  presume  that  the  majority  of  ap- 
prentices are  conducting  thennselves  in  a 
proper  manner^  otherwise  there  would  not 
nave  been  so  few  complaints  on  the  part  of 
employers. 

In  the  cases  that  have  come  before  me 
during  this  nKmthy  there  has  been  a  want  of 
good  feding;  attributable,  where  the  em^ 
ployer  is  complainant,  to  neglect  of  duty  and 
idleness  on  tne  part  of  the  {^prentice ;  and 
where  the  former  is  defendant,  to  acts  of  de- 
liberate oppression. 

The  answer  to  this  question  is  involved  in 
the  preceding  one. 

Do  not  apply  to  this  district,  which  is 
chiefly  composed  of  non-praedials,  vrho  are 
obliged  to  serve  at  all  hours. 

Bead  the  foregoing  answer. 
Ditto. 

This  question  applies  to  plantations. 

Their  condition  is  w(me  than  during  the 
time  of  slavery,  because  they  are,  except 
with  a  few  humane  employers,  throvm  whouy 
upon  their  parents  for  maintenance,  who  are 
also  obliged  to  furnish  them  with  medical 
care. 

Considerable;  yes. 


The  desire  is  very  prevalent.  During  the 
month  there  have  l>een  79  discharges ;  28  by 
purchase,  and  56  by  tiie  voluntary  act  of 
employers. 

To  the  same  occupations  that  they  have 
been  bred ;  whether  as  tradesmen,  domestics, 
or  otherwise. 

The  crop  will  be  an  abundant  one ;  culti* 
vation  is  in  the  highest  state,  generally,  and 
the  season  is  favourable. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make,  nor  mea- 
sures to  recommend,  unless  it  was  contem- 
plated by  the  local  legislature  to  amend  the 
existing  Apprenticeship  Law. 

(signed)        Henry  Lofrituff  s*  J*  r* 
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BARBADOS. 

End.  2,  in  No.  94. 
15  July  1836. 


Answers. 


Very  good. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  94. 

Sir,  Rural  District  A.,  7  Pebruary  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  my  report  for  the  njonth  of  January  1838,  to  his  circular  despatch,, 
containing  13  questions  to  be  reported  on  monthly  by  the  special  magistrates. 

Questions. 

No.  1.—  What  has  been  the  general  con- 
duct of  the  apprentices  in  your  district  since 
your  last  report? 

No.  2.— Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling 
between  them  and  their  employers ;  and  if  so, 
to  what  cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  wil- 
lingly ;  and  if  not,  to  what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

No.  4. — What  are  the  working  hours  ge- 
nerally in  use  in  your  district?  Are  any,  and 
what,  intei-vals  of  relaxation  allowed  to  the 
a|)prentices  during  the  working  hours  ? 

No.  6. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to 
in  your  district?  If  not,  does  the  objection 
lie  with  the  masters  or  the  apprentices  ? 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to 
work  in  their  own  time  for  money-wages?  If 
BOf  what  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wages,  and 
how  are  they  paid  ?  If  not,  have  they  been 
offered? 

No.    7. — Are  any  indulgences   withheld 
which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the 
'  estate  to  supply? 

No.  8. — ^What  is  the  condition  of  the  free 
children,  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 

No.  9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district 
supply  for  education  and  religious  instruc- 
tion ?  Is  the  attendance  at  church  and  in  the 
schools  equal  to  the  accommodation  ? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among 
the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  discharge ; 
and  how  many  discnarges  have  been  effected 
since  your  last  report  ? 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment 
do  those  who  have  obtained  their  discharge 
usually  betake  themselves  ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the 
ensuing  crop,  and  what  the  general  state  of 
cultivation  ?  Has  the  season  been  fevourable, 
or  otherwise  ? 

No.  13.— Have  you  any  suggestions  to 
make,  or  any  practical  measure  to  recom- 
mend? 


None,  that  I  am  aware  of. 


Prom  the  few  complaints,  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  they  do. 

Porty-five  hours  per  week,  from  six  a.  m. 
to  six  p.  M. ;  no  relaxation  allowed,  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

No ;  I  am  not  aware  where  the  objection 
lies. 

Yes ;  quarter  of  a  dollar  per  day ;  they  are 
paid  in  money. 


I  am  not  aware  of  their  getting  any  indul- 
gences now. 

But  indifferent  ,•  I  believe  by  their  mothers 
generally. 

There  are  four  Protestant  chapels  with 
schools  attached,  besides  Moravian;  the 
attendance  is  equal  to  the  accomodation,  I 
believe. 

Yes ;  fifteen  since  last  report. 


To  their  usual  trades  or  employments; 
those  that  have  not  any,  to  hucksters  or  ped- 
lars. 

Very  good ;  yes. 


None. 

I  have,  Sec. 
(signed)        F.  2>.  Hutchesan,  s.  /•  p. 


End.  3,  in  No.  94. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  94. 

District  B. 
A  General  Report  of  the  State  of  District  B.  during  the  month  of  January  1838. 

Questions.  Answers. 

No.  1. — The  conduct  of  the  apprentices  has  been  very  good. 
No.  2.— A  better  feeling  exists. 
No.  3.— Yes. 
No.  4. — ^TTie  same  as  usual. 


No.  5. 
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Questions.  Answers.  BARBADOS. 

No.  6. — It  is  not ;  the  cause  as  m  former  reports.  — 

No.  6. Yes ;  I  think  of  late  they  have  shown  a  greater  inclination  to  do  so,  especially 

upon  those  properties  where  they  are  not  treated  harshly. 
No.  7. — As  in  former  reports.  In  iSbk  district  an  estate  has  been  lately  purchased  by  a 
gentleman  in  a  public  office,  who  has  adopted  a  most  salutary  way  to  check 
misconduct  in  the  apprentices,  as  well  as  to  encourage  and  attach  them  to  the 
piop^y :  **  All  those  who  pass  the  week  widKMit  ccnnplaint  against  them  are 
allowed  an  additional  pound  of  fish,  and  a  small  quantity  of  molasses  and  salt 
on  Friday  evening;  those  who  misbehave  are  rejected. '  It  has  reduced  the 
complaints  from  this  estate  materially. 

No.   8."— As  former  reports. 
No.   9. — As  former  report. 

No^lO. — More  so  as  the  periods  draw  nigh.    Six  males  and  fourteen  females  have  been 
discharged,  the  greater  portion  the  gift  of  the  employer. 

No.  11.— As  former  report. 

No.  12. — ^The  ensuing  crop  very  good,  a  very  abundant  one  ;  the  young  crop  lookine  very 

healthy ;  cultivation  very  good ;  season  has  been  very  mvourable,  especially  for 

the  young  crop. 

No.  13. — None  at  present. 

(signed)  Jo^  Hamiltany  s.  j.  p. 


Enelosiire  4,  in  No.  94. 


District  C. 

Monthly  Repokt  from  the  1st  to  the  31st  January  1838.  End.  4t  in  No.  94* 

Questions.  Answbrs. 

No.  1. — The  general  conduct  of  the  apprentice  labourers  in  this  district  since  my  last 
report  has  been  good. 

No.  2. — No  want  of  good  feeling  exi^,  generally  speaking,  between  masters  and 
apprentices. 

No.   3. — ^The  apprentices  in  this  district,  generally  speaking,  perform  their  work  willingly. 

No.  4. — On  most  estates  the  working  hours  are  from  six  to  nine  in  the  morning,  from 
ten  to  one,  and  from  three  to  six,  allowing  intervals  of  relaxation  from  nine  to 
ten,  and  from  one  to  three. 

No.  5. — Task-work  is  not  generally  resorted  to  in  this  district,  which  appears  to  be  the 
mutual  wish  of  masters  and  apprentices. 

No.  6. — It  is  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own  time,  and  (or  money-wages, 
which  average  at  1«.  IcL  for  nine  hours'  labour,  and  paid  in  money. 

No.  7. — I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  are  any  indulgences  withheld  from  the  appren- 
tice labourer  which  it  was  usual  during  slavery  fcNr  the  estate  to  supply. 

No.  8. — ^The  free  children  in  this  district  are  principally  supported  by  their  parents,  but 
on  some  estates  they  are  fed  and  taken  care  of  the  same  as  previous  to  the 
1st  August  1834. 

No.  9. — ^There  are  two  churches  in  this  district,  with  resident  clergymen,  and  five  chapels, 
all  having  schools  attached,  besides  other  schools  throughout  the  district;  still 
these  do  not  afford  education  near  adequate  for  the  population  requiring  in- 
struction. The  attendance  at  church  and  at  the  schools  is  equal  to  the  accom- 
modation. 

No.  10. — ^There  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  labourers  to  purchase  their 
discharge ;  twenty-seven  were  obtained  last  month,  viz.,  nine  by  appraisement 
and  eighteen  by  ^ee  gift. 

No.  11. — ^The  apprentices  who  obtain  their  discharge,  some  follow  the  same  employment 
they  did  previous  to  obtaining  it,  and  others  go  about  trafficking. 

No.  12. — ^The  prospects  of  the  present  ciop  hold  forth  to  the  planter  the  expectation  of 
its  being  most  abundant.  The  season  has  been  most  favourable,  and  the  cul- 
tivation good. 

No.  13. — I  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  practical  measure  to  recom- 
mend. 

(signed)  A.  Cvppage,  s.  j.  p. 


154,— !!•  H 

Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 


58 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


feAtfeADOS. 


End.  5,  in  No.  94. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No,  94. 

District  D. 

Report  of  the  Special  Magistrate  of  the  above  District  for  month  of 
January  1838,  in  reply  to  the  following  Questions. 


Questions. 

No.  1. — ^What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  appren- 
tices in  your  district  since  your  last  report? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling  between  them  and 
their  employers ;  and  if  so,  to  what  cause  do  you 
attribute  it? 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  work  willingly;  and  if  not,  to 
what  do  you  ascribe  it  ? 

No.  4. — What  are  the  working  hours  generally  in  use  in  your 
district  ?  Are  any,  and  what,  intervals  of  relaxation 
allowed  to  the  apprentices  during  the  working 
hours? 

No.  6. — Is  task-work  generally  resorted  to  in  your  district  ? 
If  not,  does  the  objection  lie  with  the  masters  or 
apprentices  ? 

No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to  work  in  their  own 
time  for  money-wases  ?    If  so,  what  is  the  ordinary 
rate  of  wages,  and  how  are  they  paid  ?    If  not,  hare 
.  they  been  offered  ? 

No.  7. — ^Are  there  any  indulgences  withheld  which  it  was 
usual  during  slavery  for  the  estate  to  supply? 

No.  8. — What  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children,  and  how 
are  they  supported? 

No.  9. — ^What  facilities  does  your  district  sura>ly  for  education 
and  religious  instruction?  Is  the  attendance  at 
church  and  in  the  schools  equal  to  the  accommo- 
dation ? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  among  the  apprentices  to 

Eurchase  dieir  discharge  ?    Hovi  many  discharges 
ave  been  effected  since  your  last  report? 


No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do  those  who  have 
obtained  their  discharge  usually  betake  themselves  ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the  ensuing  crop,  and 
what  the  general  state  of  cultivation  ? 

No.  13.-^Have  you  any  suggestions  to  make,  or  any  practical 
measure  to  recommend? 

(signed) 


Answers. 
See  report  for  August  last. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 


-  ditto. 
Seventeen ;  six  by  appraise- 
ment, and  eleven  oy  the 
voluntary   acts   of  their 
proprietors. 

See  report  for  August  last. 

-  ditto. 

-  ditto. 

John  J,  Hough,  8.  /.  p. 


£ucl.  6,  in  No.  94. 


Enclosnre  6,  in  No.  94. 

Sir,  District  E.,  10  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that.the 
district  under  my  charge  has,  during  the  last  month  of  January,  experienced  no  susceptible 
change  rom  the  general  remarks  which  have  accompanied  my  previous  reports  on  this 
subject^ 

The  obligations  which  bind  the  master  and  dependent  continue  (with  some  slight  excep- 
tions on  eitner  side)  to  be  fairly  fulfilled,  and  an  abundant  harvest  is  confidently  expected 
from  the  productive  crop  now  about  to  be  reaped. 

Thirty-two  appraisements  and  seven  voluntary  discharges  have  taken  place  during  the- 
month. 


C.  T.  Cunningham,  Esq.  Colonial  Secretary,  (signed) 

&c.  Sec.  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 
Jos.  Garrawajf,  s.  /.  p. 
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Enclosure  7,  in  No  94.  BARB^ypos. 

Sir,  District  F.,  6  February  18S8.       E^cl.  7,  in  I^o.  94. 

I  BEO  to  forward  the  accompanying  returns  for  the  month  of  January,  with  my  journal. 
The  answers  to  thirteen  questions  for  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretuy  of  the  Colonies 


rare  the  same  as  last  submitted. 
C.  J.  Cunningham,  Esq.  C.  S 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Oeo.  Kennedy,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  8,  in  No.  94. 
DistbictG.,  from  1st  to  31st  January  1838. 


End.  8|  in  No.  94. 


Questions. 

No.  1. — What  has  been  the  general  con- 
duct of  the  apprentices  in  your  district  since 
yoar  last  report  ? 

No.  2. — Is  there  any  want  of  good  feeling 
^between  them  and  their  employers ;  and  if 
4K>,  to  what  cause  do  you  attribute  it  ? 

No.  3. — Do  they  perform  their  w«dt  wil- 
Jiiigly ;  and  if  no^  to  what  do  you  ascribe 

No.  4. — ^Whatare  the  working  hoursgene- 
rally  in  use  in  your  district?  Are  any,  aikl 
what,  intervals  of  relaxation  allowed  to  the 
apprentices  during  the  working  hours? 

No.  5. — Is  task-^ork  generally  resorted  to 
dn  your  district  ?  If  not,  does  the  objection 
^lie  with  the  masters  or  die  apprentices  i 


Answers. 


The  very  short  time  I  have  been  in  the 
district  (this  being  the  first  month)  has  not 
as  yet  afforded  me  sufficient  opportunity  to 
form  a  correct  opinion  on  these  points. 


The  worldly  hours  generally  in  use,  I  un» 
derstand,  are  uom  six  to  nine,  then  from  ten  to 
one  o'clock,  and  from  three  to  six.  From 
nine  till  ten  is  allowed  for  breakfast,  and  from 
one  till  three  for  dinner  hours. 

As  far  as  my  raquiries  have  as  yet  ex- 
tended, there  appears  an  objection  with  the 
employer  to  res(^  to  task-work,  assigning 
as  a  reason  the  hurried  and  careless  manner 
it  is  performed. 

These  are  points  I  am  unable  as  yet  to 
afford  correct  mformation  on. 


No.  6. — Is  it  usual  for  the  apprentices  to 
work  in  their  own  time  for  money-wages  ?  If 
490,  what  is  the  ordinary  rate  of  wa^es,  and 
Ti  ow  are  they  paid  ?  If  not,  have  they  been 
otfered?      '^  ^ 

No.. 7. — Are  any  indulgences  withheld 
^lich  it  was  usual  during  slavery  for  the 
estate  to  supply  ? 

No.  8. — What  is  the  condition  of  the  free 
children,  and  how  are  they  supported  ? 

No.  9. — What  facilities  does  your  district 
«upply  for  education  and  relisious  instruc- 
tion f  Is  the  attendance  at  cnurch  and  in 
the  sdiools  equal  to  the  accommodation? 

No.  10. — Is  there  a  general  desire  amon^  ^ 
the  apprentices  to  purchase  their  discharge  1 
How  many  discharges  have  been  effected 
since  your  last  report  ? 

No.  11. — ^To  what  kinds  of  employment  do 
those  who  have  obtained  their  discharge 
usually  betake  themselves  ? 

No.  12. — ^What  are  the  prospects  of  the        As  far  as  I  can  form  an  opinion,  the  pros- 
ensuing  crop,  and  what  the  general  state  of  pect  of  the  ensuing  crop  is  good,  and  the 
cultivation  r    Has  the  season  been  favour-  season  favourable, 
able,  or  otherwise  ? 


No  instance  of  the  kind  has  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
the  condition  of  the  free  children  in  this 
large  and  populous  district,  and  confess  I  am 
at  a  loss  how  to  ascertain  the  requii^  in- 
formation as  to  their  education,  reugious  in- 
struction, &c.,  there  not  being  records  in  this 
office  on  the  subject. 

During  the  month  of  January,  twoappren 
tices  have  purchased  their  discharge  by  pri- 
vate agreement,  and  four  by  appraisement, 
but  I  am  not  aware  of  their  present  occupa- 
tion or  employment. 


No.  13. — Have  you  any  suggestions  to 
make,  or  any  practical  measure  to  recom- 
J3nend? 


None. 


(signed)       J.  J.  Tmliny, 

Special  Justice,  District  G. 
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BA&BADOS. 

—  No.  95.— 
(No.  291.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  McGregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  95.  My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  30  December  1837. 

g  J  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  the  copy 

^^  nT  1  '  ^^  ^  Proclamation,  which,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Majesty's  Council,  it 
has  appeared  to  me  expedient  to  pubUsh  in  this  colony  (with  the  intention  of 
renewing  it  eventually,  if  requisite),  for  the  purpose  of  affording  every  timely 
facility  to  the  correct  classification  of  the  apprenticed  population  before  th^ 
separation,  by  their  attainment  of  entire  freedom,  of  the  non-prsedial  apprentices, 
from  their  prsedial  brethren,  on  the  1st  of  August  1838. 

The  motives  that  have  led  to  my  adoption  of  this  measure  are  esrplained  iA 
the  following  extracts  of  a  circular  letter  addressed  by  my  directions,  on  the  4th 
of  July  last,  to  the  special  magistrates  of  Barbados. 

"  The  servitude  of  the  non-praedial  apprentices  expiring  in  August  1838,  it  is 
expedient  to  place  beyond  doubt,  that  an  opportunity  has  been  offered  at  or 
before  that  period  to  any  individuals  deeming  themselves  properly  belonging  to 
this  class,  to  substantiate  their  claims  to  fr'eedom. 

'^  Notwithstanding  the  probability  that  many  imfounded  i^lkatioitt  will  h* 
submitted  when  the  apprenticed  labourers  are  communicated  with  upon  this 
subject,  the  Governor  prefers  encountering  the  risk  of  intermediate  inconvenience 
rather  than  that  of  exposing  the  community  to  the  more  distant  yetn^ore  serioui 
embarrassment  that  might  be  incurred,  by  leaving  these  possible  preto^isions  to 
accumulate  unexamined,  imtil  suddenly  stimulated  into  action  by  the  arrival 
of  that  approaching  crisis,  in  which,  while  themselves  constrained  to  continue  at 
the  hoe,  the  prsedial  apprentices  are  destined  to  witness  the  entire  emancipation 
of  their  non-prsedial  brethren. 

"  You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  his  Excellency  desires,  to  take  cautious  but 
at  the  same  time  effectual  measures  for  clearly  explaining  to  the  apprenticed 
labourers  within  your  jurisdiction  their  right  of  appeal  to  you  from  the  decision 
of  the  registrar,  in  cases  where  they  may  consider  themselves  thereby  aggrieved; 
and  to  make  the  necessary  intimation  to  the  secretary  of  the  island  for  the  due 
alteration  of  the  registry,  whenever  you  may  have  occasion  to  *  decide  that  an 
apprenticed  labourer  ought  to  belong  to  any  other  class  than  the  one  in  which 
he  or  she  shall  have  been  registered.'  " 

ao  Dec.  1837,         By  the  accompanying  return  it  will  be  found  that,  between  the  date  of  the 
^^'  ^*  above-mentioned  circular  letter  and  the  30th  ultimo,  106  male  and  165  female 

apprenticed  labourers  have  been  transferred,  under  the  Abolition  Act  of  tUs 
island,  from  the  praedial  to  the  non-praedial  class. 

I  have^  &c. 

(signed)        JE.  J.  Murray  M*  Gregory  Governor. 
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Enclosure  1,  in  No.  95.  BARBADOS. 

Barbados. — E.  J.  Murray  M'Grbgor,  Governor. 

By  his  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  Evan  John  Murray   McGregor,    Baronet,  ^*  *"    ^*  ^^* 

Companion  of  the  most  honourable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath^  Knight  Com- 
manaer  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  Order,  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
chief  in  and  over  the  Islands  of  BarbadoSy  Saint  Vincent,  Grenada,  Tobago, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whsrxas  by  a  ro3ral  proclamation,  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  September  1833,  his  late 
Majesty  was  most  graciously  pleased  to  direct  that,  "  subject  to  apprenticeship,  all  persons 
who  on  the  1st  day  of  August  1834  shall  be  holden  in  slavery  within  any  of  the  British 
colonies,  will  upon  and  from  that  day  be  absolutely  and  for  ever  manumitted  and  set 
free ;  and  that  all  persons  who  shall  then  be  duly  registered  as  slaves  in  such  respective 
colonies,  and  actuall]^  within  the  same,  and  of  the  lull  age  of  six  years  and  upwards, 
will,  by  force  and  virtue  of  an  Act  erf  the  Imperial  Parliament,  become  apprenticed 
labourers  in  the  services  of  the  persons  previously  entitled  to  their  services  as  slaves,  and 
that  the  apprenticeship  of  such  labourers  will  terminate  on  the  1st  day  of  August  1840,  or 
on  the  1st  day  of  August  1838,  according  to  the  nature  and  description  of  employment  in 
i¥hich  such  labourers  shall  be  severally  engaged,  as  in  the  said  Act  set  forth ;  and  that 
such  apprenticed  labourers  \vill,  during  such  their  apprenticeships,  be  bound  by  law  to 
labour  in  the  service  of  their  respective  employers,  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  for 
such  limited  period  of  time  as  by  the  said  Act  of  Parliament,  or  as  by  any  Acts  hereafter 
to  be  made  and  passed  in  such  colonies  respectively,"  are  or  shall  be  prescribed  on 
that  behalf: 

And  whereas,  by  Acts  in  conformity  with  the  said  royal  proclamation  subsequently  made 
and  passed  in  this  island,  it  has  been  enacted,  that  no  person  who  by  virtue  thereof  shall 
become  a  preedial  apprenticed  labourer,  whether  attached  or  not  to  the  soil,  shall  continue 
in  such  apprenticeship  beyond  the  Ist  day  of  August  1840 ;  and  that  no  person  who  by 
virtue  thereof  shall  become  a  non-prcedial  apprenticed  labourer  shall  continue  in  such 
apprenticeship  beyond  the  1st  day  of  August  1836 ;  and  that  lists  or  schedules,  distin- 
guishing, in  reference  to  each  apprenticed  labourer,  to  which  of  the  said  classes  such 
apprenticed  labourers  belong,  shall  be  returned  by  or  for  every  employer  of  apprenticed 
labourers  to  the  registrar  of  slaves ;  and  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  aforesaid 
apprenticeship  such  slave  registry  shall  be  deposited  in  the  secretary's  office  of  this  island ; 
and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawnil  for  any  apprenticed  labourer  to  appeal  from  any  such 
decisicoi  of  die  registrar  to  the  special  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  district  in  which  such 
apprenticed  labourer  shall  reside,  who  is  authorized  to  hear  and  determine  any  such 
appeal,  and  to  summon  all  necessary  parties  and  witnesses  before  him  for  that  purpose ; 
and  in  case  such  special  justice  shall  decide  that  such  apprenticed  labom'er  shall  belong 
to  any  other  class  than  the  one  in  which  he  or  she  shall  have  been  registered,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  secretary  of  the  island  and  he  is  required  to  make  such  alteration  in 
the  said  r^istry  as  shall  correspond  with  the  decision  of  such  special  justice  : 

Now,  tber^ore,  the  indefinite  amount  of  daily  service  exacted  under  the  aforesaid  Acts 
firom  the  non-praadial  class  having  been  thereby  imposed  as  an  equivalent  for  the  shorter 
term  of  their  apprenticeship,  in  contradistinction  to  that  of  the  prsedial  apprentices,  who  are 
hot  bound  or  liable  to  perform  any  labour  for  more  thftn  45  hours  in  the  whole  in  any  one 
week,  it  has  appeared  to  me  indispensable  to  place  beyond  doubt,  that  opportunities  will 
have  been  offered  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  August  1838,  to  any  individuals  deeming 
themselves  propaiv  belonging  to  the  said  non-prsedial  class,  to  substantiate  their  claims  to 
the  attainment  of  nreedom  at  that  period. 

And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  instructions  issued  to  the  special  justices  of  the  peace, 
those  magistrates  are  and  have  been  for  some  time  past  occupied  in  rectifying,  where 
requisite,  the  classification  of  such  apprentices ;  and  it  being  important,  both  to  the  em- 
ployer and  labourer  in  this  dense  population,  that  whatever  doubts  in  this  respect  may 
nappen  to  exist  should  be  settled  without  unnecessary  delay,  as  well  as  without  undue 
precipitation : 

Now,  therefore,  in  order  the  better  to  facilitate  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiries  already 
in  progress,  and  to  the  end  that  any  apprenticed  labourers  wishing  to  apply  for  an  altera- 
tion of  their  registered  dass^  and  whose  cases  have  iwi  been  yet  investigated,  may  be 
enabled  to  appeal,  as  herein  set  forth,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  I  do  by  this  my 
proclamation,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Majesty's  Council,  declare  that  all  persons 
concerned  are  required  to  aid  and  assist  the  special  justices  in  the  premises ;  and  tne  said 
special  justices  are  hereby  further  directed  to  make  suitable  arrangements  with  the  parties 
interested,  for  ascertaining  and  successively  determining  on  or  berore  the  1st  day  of  March 
next  any  claim  of  this  description  remaining  unadjusted  in  their  respective  districts  at 
the  date  hereof* 

Griven  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  21st  day  of  December  1837,  and  in 
the  first  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 

God  save  the  Queen. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(signed)        E.  H.  Senhouse,  Acts  Col*  Secy. 
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Enclosure  2,  in  No.  95. 


Barbados,  20  Dec.  1837. 
General  Return  of  Appeals  of  Apprenticed  Labourers  transferred  from  the  Prsedial  to  the 
Non-pr«dial  Class,  up  to  the  30th  of  November  1 837. 


HUHBBR     ADHITTiD. 

NUUBBR     BBJBCTBD. 

Namber 

Total  Number 
of 

DISTRICTS. 

to  be 
dedded. 

A  >pcals  (ioee 

Mtle*. 

Females. 

TOTAU 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

4th  July  ISSr. 

A.   . 

8 

1 

9 

1 

. 

1 

. 

10 

B.    -       - 

18 

36 

44 

13 

3 

16 

- 

60 

C.    - 

15 

>9 

34 

13 

18 

31 

6 

7» 

D.   - 

49 

86 

>35 

7 

»7 

24 

- 

159 

E.    . 

14 

99 

4.3 

18 

16 

34 

'  - 

77 

F.    -        - 

2 

4 

6 

1 

3 

3 

— 

9 

106 

165 

271 

53 

56 

109 

6 

386 

N,  B. — Number  of  male  apprenticed  labourers 
Number  of  female    -    ditto  - 


30,736 
35,801 

66,537 


Total  appiienticed  population   • 

(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor* 


(No.  81.) 


No.  96.— 


C!opY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Grovcmor 
Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart. 

No.  96.  Sir,  Downing-street,  14  February  1838. 

I  HAVB  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch,  No.  291,  of  the  30th  of  De- 
cember, enclosing  the  copy  of  a  proclamation,  which,  with  the  advice  of  the  board 
of  council,  you  had  issued  in  Barbados,  in  connexion  with  other  measures  for 
securing  a  correct  classification  of  the  apprenticed  population. 

I  have  much  satisfaction  in  expressing  to  you  my  approval  of  the  decisive 
measures  which  you  have  taken  to  reduce  an  evil  apparently  of  great  magnitude, 
und  of  a  very  pressing  nature.  Your  proceedings  are  in  precise  conformity  with 
those  which  have  recently  been  taken  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council  in  reference  to 
Mauritius  and  to  the  other  colonies  which  are  subject  to  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  Crown. 

I  have,  &c. 


(signed) 


Glenelg. 
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—No.  97.— 
(General. — ^No.  5.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Qlenelg  to  Governor 
Sir  E.J.M.M'Gregor,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  June  1837.  j^q.  07. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  for  your  information  the  enclosed  copy  rkfe  Papers  relative 
of  a  letter,  which  has  heen  addressed  to  my  Under-Secretary,  by  the  direction  of  to  the  Abolition  of 
the  committee  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  this  country,  relative  to  the  state   *^**'""" 
of  the  gaols  and  of  prison  discipline  in  the  colonies ;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  rules 
established  in  the  Bahamas  for  the  management  of  the  gaols  there,  which  the  com- 
mittee allude  to ;  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  transmit  to  me  at  your 
earliest  convenience    the  answers  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  enlarged 
return  herewith  enclosed,  and  that  you  will  endeavour  to  give  effect  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  committee,  as  far  as  Ipcal  circumstances  will  admit,  in  the  different 
colonies  under  your  government.  j  *  «, 

(signed)        Qlenelg. 


Slavery,  1837, 
Part4(i),p.  *2o. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 


—  No.  98.— 
(Greneral.— No.  163.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  20  July  1837. 

In  acknowledgment  of  yotir  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  15th  idtimo,  marked 
^*  Greneral,  No.  5,"  I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  execution  of  the  commands  therein 
contained  will  be  proceeded  on,  as  soon  as  the  enlarged  return  of  inquiries 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  gaols  and  of  i^rison  discipline  in  the  colonies^  therein 
alluded  to,  shall  be  received.  j  1         o 

(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  M^Gregor^  Governor. 


No.  98. 


CNo.  8.) 


—  N0.99.— 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  GUnelg  to  Governor 
Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  14  August  1837. 

I  ENCLOSE  an  additional  instraetioii,  under  Her  Majesty's  sign  manual,  autho* 
rizing  you  to  admit  appeals  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council  in  cases  in  which  the 
right  of  any  person  employed  as  an  apprenticed  labourer  to  be  discharged  from 
that  employment  may  be  a  question.  The  enclosed  copies  of  a  correspondence 
in  which  I  have  been  engaged  with  Sir  Lionel  Smith  will  explain  the  motives  by 
which  this  measure  has  been  suggested.  There  did  not  appear  to  me  any  suffi- 
cient reason  why  the  power  granted  in  this  respect  to  that  officer  should  not  be 
committed  to  the  Governor-general  of  the  Windward  Islands. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


No.  99. 

Similar  iDStraction 
addressed  to  tbe 
Governor  of  Ja- 
maica: Ft</€  Papers 
relative  to  the  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery, 
1838,  Part  5(1), 
P'30> 
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BARBADOS.  —No.  100.— 
(General. — No.  203.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  100.'  My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  20  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving,  with  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  14th 
ultimo,  "  General,  No.  8,'*  and  will  duly  observe  an  additional  instruction,  under 
Her  Majesty's  sign  manual,  authorizing  me  to  admit  appeals  to  Her  Majesty  in 
Council  in  cases  in  which  liie  right  of  any  person  employed  as  an  apprenticed 
labourer  to  be  discharged  from  that  employment  shall  be  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  M'Gregor,  Govemcwr. 


—  No.  101.— 
(No.  185.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Greyar,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  101.  My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  23  August  1837. 

Nos,  1,  a  and  3,        I  HAVE  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  my  address  to  the 
a  &  22  Aug.  1837.  legislative  Houses  of  this  colony,  and  of  the  respective  answers  of  the  Councfl 
and  Assembly,  on  the  occasion  of  my  meeting  them  after  the  late  election. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         E.  J.  Mwrra^  M' Gregory  Governor. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  101. 


End.  i,in  No.  101.  Mr,  President,  My  Lord  Bishop  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  or  the  Assembly, 
Vou  cannot  fail  deeply  to  participate  in  the  general  emotion  pervading  the  British 
empire  on  the  demise  01  his  late  most  Excellent  Sf^jesty  King  William  die  I^rth ;  and  no 
subjects  of  the  Crown,  I  am  well  aware,  will  more  cordially  concur  in  humbly  tendering  to 
our  most  Grracious  Queen,  Victoria  the  First,  the  homage  of  heartfelt  condolence  on  the 
decease  of  the  departed  Monarch,  and  of  ardent  congratulation  on  Her  most  Sacred  Ms^esty's 
accession  to  the  throne  of  her  royal  ancestors ;  as  well  as  in  evincing  that  sympeitny 
which,  being  eminently  due  to  the  virtues  of  the  widowed  Consort  of  our  late  beaeficent 
and  revered  Sovereign,  constitutes  the  most  appropriate  tribute  of  affectionate  respect  that 
can  be  rendered  by  a  grateful  people  to  the  memory  of  a  patriot  King. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly, 
On  the  present  occasion  I  will  not  fiurther  trespass  on  your  indulgence  than  by  observing, 
that  the  wise  liberality  of  the  late  Assembly  encourages  me  confidently  to  believe,  in  as  far 
as  financial  considerations  will  with  safety  and  propriety  permit,  that  the  cost  of  continuing, 
.  by  prudent  and  salutary  measures,  to  adapt  the  public  establishment  of  the  country  to  the 
vanous  changes  progressively  affecting  it,  will  be  readily  sustained  on  behalf  di  ycmr  con- 
stituents by  your  honourable  House. 

Mr.  President,  My  Lord  Bishop  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
Mr..  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of^the  Assembly, 

After  recently  experiencing  the  direful  effects  of  fire  and  tempest,  your  honourable  Board 
and  House  vidll  permit  me  to  recommend  die  adoption  of.  early  precautions  for  the  moie 
adequate  protection  of  the  public  on  the  possible  recuirence  of  similar  calamities,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  solicit  your  favourable  consideration  of  the  spirited  and  useful  services,  not 
only  of  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  line,  whom  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-general 
commanding  the  forces  ordered  in  each  instance  to  assist  the  civil  power,  and  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  militia,  but  also  of  many  gentlemen,  and  other  persons  who  voluntarily  and 
zealously  exerted  themselves  in  contributing  to  the  preservation  of  life  and  property. 

Notwithstanding  these  painful  scenes,  it  is  consolatory  to  be  enabled  to  advert  to  liie 
almost  unexampled  a^cultural  prosperity  of  the  island,  to  its  exemption,  under  Divine 
Providence,  from  the  mtrusion  of^  infectious  disease,  to  the  diminution  of  crime,  and  to  the 
enjoyment  of  internal  peace ;  and  I  derive  peculiar  gratification  from  this  opportunity  of 
thankfully  acknowledging  the  courteous  disposition  which,  ever  since  my  arrival  m  Barbados, 
has  been  considerately  manifested  towards  me  in  our  official  intercourse  by  the  Council 
and  Assembly. 

The  good  understanding  animating  the  legislature  is  for  the  most  part  diffused  throughout 
other  portions  of  the  community ;  and,  on  we  authority  of  the  special  magistrates,  already 
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generally  obtains,  and  is  happily  increasing,  I  am  sure,  between  employers  and  the  appren-       BARBADOS 
ticed  population.  _^ 

Your  honourable  Board  and  House  have  lately  declared,  ^'that  the  Question  of  emancipa- 
tion being  no  longer  a  debatable  point,"  you  "  have  cheerfully  applied  yourselves,  "in  good 
faidi,  to  the  consummation  of  this  great  national  experiment,  m  the  success  of  which  you 
are  so  deeply  interested. "  Satisfaction  has  been  expressed,  by  the  Right  honourable  the 
Colonial  Minister,  at  the  coincidence  of  opinion  subsisting  between  the  Royal  Government 
and  local  authorities  on  the  matters  lately  forming  the  subject  of  communication,  particularly 
at  the  manner  in  which  your  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  important  object  of  the 
education  of  the  peasantry ;  and  the  justices  especially  appointed  by  the  Crown  for  their 
superintendence  have  unanimously  affirmed,  that,  "  Although  they  do  not  doubt  that  a 
state  of  entire  freedom  would  have  been  more  beneficial  to  the  negro  than  a  perpetuation  of 
slavery  until  1840 ;  under  present  circumstances  they  consider  the  apprenticeship  system 
h^hly  advantageous,  from  which  the  best  results  may  reasonably  be  expected,  and  infinitely 
to  be  preferred  to  a  continued  state  of  slavery." 

An  Act  too  has  been  passed,  *^  for  repealing  so  much  of  the  Colonial  Act  for  the  Abolition 
of  Slavery  as  authorizes  the  Apprenticeship  of  the  Children  of  Apprenticed  Labourers;" 
and  remarking  that  ^'the  colonial  legislature  have  judged  it  expedient  to  repeal  this  part 
of  the  Abolition  Act,  with  the  expectation  that  by  so  doing  the  fears  of  the  parents  will  be 
quieted  as  to  the  future  freedom  of  their  offspring,  and  that  they  will  be  induced  to  allow 
them  to  work  when  they  can  no  longer  be  employed  as  apprentices."  Her  Majest3r's 
Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  announces  that  the  Queen  in  Council  will  be 
advised  to  confirm  this  law. 

Under  these  circumstances,  as  considerable  numbers  of  the  apprentices  are  about  to  be 
exonerated  in  the  ensuing  year  from  their  existing  obligations,  while  the  greater  mass  have 
arrived  midway  between  the  termination  of  their  original  condition,  and  the  attainment  of 
that  complete  liberty  which  rapidly  draws  near,  every  inducement  ought  to  incite  them  to 
prove  worthy,  by  their  intermediate  conduct,  of  the  benefits  they  have  already  received,  and 
of  the  still  higher  privileges  eventually  to  be  conferred  on  them. 

It  is  indeed  the  interest,  as  it  fortunately  seems  to  be  the  growing  inclination  of  all 
parties,  during  the  remaining  brief  tenure  of  apprenticeship,  to  accommodate  themselves  to 
its  fleeting  exiTOUcies  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  forbearance.  I  implicitly  rely  therefore  on  the 
countenance  of  the  legislative  Houses,  of  the  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bishop  and  clergy, 
of  the  special  justices,  and  of  the  influential  inhabitants,  in  earnestly  inculcating  upon  pro- 
prietors, managers  and  labourers  the  assiduous  cultivation  of  this  conciliating  principle,  in 
order,  by  allaymg  and  subduing;  any  partial  asnerities  incidental  to  the  present  ephemeral 
and  evanescent  stage  of  its  political  relations,  ultimately  to  establish  the  future  tranauillity 
of  this  valuable  colony  on  tne  firm  basis  of  that  general  harmony  and  union,  in  the  absence 
of  which,  even  in  the  approaching  state  of  unrestncted  freedom,  no  class  of  society  can  hope 
to  prosper. 

In  taking  leave  of  your  honourable  Board  and  House,  I  am  happy  in  being  empowered  to 
add,  that  the  Act  autnorizing  the  hire  of  a  house  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  and  the 
holding  of  the  courts  is  to  receive  the  royal  sanction,  and  that  the  approbation  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  been  signified  at  the  testimony  thereby  afforded  '^  to  the  public 
spirit  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  in  providing  proper  accommodation  for  their  public 
institutions,  at  the  expense  of  their  own  convenience." 

Government  House,  Barbados,  (signed)        U.  J.  Murray  M^Gregor^ 

2.  August  1837.  Governor. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  101. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Wb  very  sincerely  concur  with  your  Excellency  in  your  expressions  of  heartfelt  condo-  End.  s, in  No.  toi, 
lence  on  the  demise  of  our  late  lamented  Sovereign,  and  of  ardent  congratulation  on  the 
accession  of  Her  present  Maj^ty  to  the  throne  of  her  ancestors.  We  sympathize  with  the 
royal  widow  in  the  deep  affliction  with  which  it  hath  pleased  the  Almighty  to  visit  her ;  and 
we  contemplate  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  respect  the  affectionate  and  unwearied  attention 
with  which  she  watched  over  the  bed  of^  the  dying  Sovereign. 

It  will  ever  be  to  us  a  source  of  the  highest  satisfaction,  as  it  is  an  act  of  our  bounden 
duty,  to  co-operate  with  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature  to  the  utmost  extent  of  the 
financial  resources  of  the  country  in  all  measures  which  shall  be  calculated  to  advance  its 
true  interests,  and  we  shall  be  ready  to  unite  with  that  branch  in  adapting,  whenever  it 
shall  be  found  necessary,  on  sound  and  safe  principles  the  public  institutions  of  the  land 
to  the  civil  changes  which  await  its  internal  polity. 

We  earnestly  respond  to  the  just  encomiums  which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
pass  on  the  exertions  of  the  military,  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  militia,  and  of  other 
numerous  individuals,  among  whom  we  would  be  pei'mitted  to  specify  the  master  and 
crew  of  Her  Majesty's  packet  "  Spey,"  on  the  late  disastrous  occasions  of  fire  and  tempest, 
and  we  shall  most  cheerfully  devote  our  attention  to  any  suggestions  which  may  be  offered 
for  the  more  adequate  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  public  on  the  possible 
recurrence  of  similar  calamities. 
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BARBADOS.  We  (td  with  your  Excellency  that  amid  these  severe  trials  there  is  great,  and,  we  trust, 

'--—  under  God,  increasing  cause  for  rejoicing  in  the  prosperous  and  peaceful  state  of  the  country, 

in  the  diminntion  ci  public  crime,  ami  m  the  absoice  of  all  mfectioiis  disease,  and  as 

another  instance  of  merdfid  interposition  in  our  bdialf,  in  the  providential  extinction  of 

the  late  fire  before  the  violence  of  the  sncceeding  gale  had  set  in. 

We  respectfully  assnre  yonr  Excellency,  that  the  harmony  which  at  present  so  happily 
exists  between  the  executive  and  the  two  other  branches  of  the  legislature  is  little  likely  to  be 
disturbed  whilst  yonr  Esccellency  continues  to  manifest  so  mnch  urbanity  in  your  per- 
sonal intercourse,  and  so  much  judgment,  promptness  and  consideration  in  all  yonr 
pnblic  proceedings*  That  the  community  at  lai^  should  share  in  the  same  conrteous 
disposition  towaras  your  ExceQency,  which  so  geiKrally  pervades  the  members  of  die  two 
legislative  branches,  is  a  result  which  might  indeed  have  been  anticipated,  but  whidi  we 
are  happy  in  having  thus  confirmed  by  yonr  Excellency's  own  dIeclaratioQ.  We  are 
moch  gratified  by  the  further  assurance  givoi  by  your  Excell^icy,  on  the  authority  of  the 
special  magistrates,  that  a  good  understanding  aundy  genially  obtains,  and  is  increasing^ 
between  employers  and  the  apprenticed  population. 

We  are  thaiULfid  for  the  manner  in  whidi  Her  Miyesty's  Government  has  beoi  pleased 
to  speak  of  the  steps  already  taken  by  the  legislature  of  this  island  towards  the  con- 
■nmmation  of  the  great  measure  of  emancipation. 

We  are  duly  sensible  of  the  paramount  nnportance  of  securing  for  the  rising  g^wnition 
the  benefit  of  a  religious  and  smtaUe  education. 

It  is  our  most  earnest  wish'  and  prayar  that  the  intermediate  state  <^  apprenticeship 
may  realize  the  wise  and  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Imperial  L^iskture,  uid  afford  to 
the  apprentices  themsdves,  and  to  every  freed  chikl,  an  opportumty  eagerly  embraced  by 
them  for  moral  and  avil  preparation. 

We  trust  that  ndther  the  legidature  nor  the  deigy,  nor  any  other  (^cial  or  iaflu- 
ential  body  of  men,  will  be  found  wanting  at  this  momentous  period  in  their  endeavours 
to  prev^^it  or  ^lay  amcmgst  all  classes  oi  our  people  whatever  may  be  destructive  of 
public  peace,  or  may  retard  the  iiill  enjoyment  of  those  blessings,  wnich  have  ever  been 
attendant,  under  God's  good  provid^ice,  on  the  maintenance  of  religion,  on  the  estabhsh- 
ment  of  a  well-understood  and  duly-balanced  freed<mi,  and  on  the  extension  of  genial 
knowledge  and  civilization. 

We  are  happy  in  learning  from  your  Excellency  that  the  late  Act,  authorizing  the  hire 
of  a  house  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  and  the  holding  of  the  courts,  is  to  recdve 
the  royal  sanction,  and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  through  tl^  arrangement  thus  secured^ 
many  essential  improvem^its,  hitherto  unavoidably  protracted,  may  speedily  be  intioduced 
both  into  die  fitbnc  and  internal  discipline  of  the  public  gaoL 

We  take  leave  of  your  Excellency  with  the  renewal  of  our  most  respectful  cmisiderataon. 

(signed)        John  A.  Beckles.  J.  H.  Gittau. 

W.  H.  Barbados.  Philip  L.  Hindi. 

Jno.  JBrathtDoite.  J.  H.  A  Beyne. 

R.  A.  AUeyne.  J.  B.  Nme. 
Council  Chamber,  22  August  1837. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  101, 


The  Speaker  and  the  House  of  Assembly  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Evan  John  Mwrray  M}Cfregar, 

Baronet,  Governor,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
End.  3,  in  No.  loi.  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Thb  House  of  Assembly  cannot  fail  deeply  to  participate  in  the  general  emotion  pervading 
the  British  empire  on  the  demise  of  his  late  most  Excellent  Majesty  King  William  the 
Fourth ;  and  no  subjects  of  the  Crown,  as  you  are,  sir,  well  aware,  more  cordially  concur  in 
humbly  tendering  to  our  most  Gracious  Queen  Victoria  the  homage  of  heartfelt  condolence 
on  the  decease  of  the  departed  Monarch,  and  of  ardent  congratulation  on  Her  most  Sacred 
Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne  of  her  royal  ancestors ;  as  well  as  in  evincing  that 
sympathy  which,  being  eminently  due  to  the  widowed  Consort  of  our  late  b«[ieficeDt  and 
revered  Sovereign,  "  constitutes  the  most  appropriate  tribute  of  affectionate  respect,"  aa 
your  Excellency  most  justly  observes,  **  that  can  be  rendered  by  a  grateful  people  to  the 
memory  of  a  patriot  Kmg." 

Animated  by  an  anxious  desire  to  cherish  the  institutions  of  the  colony,  the  House  of 
Assembly  will,  in  its  financial-  operations,  pursue  that  policy  which  your  Excellency  is  pleased 
to  characterize  as  **  wisely  liberal,^  and  as  far  as  it  can,  with  safety  and  propriety,  cheeij 
fnlly  ipake  provision  for  those  expenses  which  must  necessarily  be  incurred  m  the  support 
of  the  public  establishments  of  the  island,  endeavouring  by  prudent  and  salutary  measures 
to  adapt  them  to  the  various  changes  progressively  aflecting  society. 

Witn  reference  to  the  dreadful  calamity  occasioned  by  fire  to  which  the  town  has  been 
recently  subjected,  and  to  which  your  Excellency  adverts,  the  House  of  Assembly  will  take 
early  measures  for  the  more  adequate  protection  of  the  public,  on  the  possible  recurrence  of 
such  an  event ;  and  the  House  of  Assembly  begs  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  it  hi^y 
appreciates  the  hamane  and  considerate  conduct  of  the  gallant  Lieutenant-general  com- 
manding the  forces,  in  aiding  the  civil  power  with  that  spirited  and  useful  assistance 
which  was  so  ably  afforded  by  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  line,  of  whose  noble  exer- 
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tions  in  checking  the  ravages  of  the  fire,  no  less  than  in  preserving  the  life  and  property      BARBADOS. 

of  individuals  during  the  tempest  which  so  suddenly  followed,  the  House  of  A[sseiably  

will  not  fail  to  make  ^t^l  and  honourable  acknowled^ents.  To  *'  those  gentlemen 
and  others ''  who  by  similar  exertions  on  the  same  occasion  won  for  themselves  the  gra- 
titude of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  the  approbation  of  jour  Excellency,  the  House  of 
Assembly  awards  also  that  meed  of  aj^roval  to  which  their  meritorious  conduct  justly 
entitles  them. 

Notwithstanding  these  painful  scenes,  in  which  you  yourself,  sir,  took  so  active  and  dis- 
tinguished a  part,  and  to  which  you  so  feelingly  allude,  the  House  of  Assembly  is  humbly 
grateful  to  Divine  Providence  for  the  manifold  blessings  which,  under  the  enlightened  admi-. 
nistratton  of  your  Excellency,  the  country  yet  enjoys  ;  and  the  House  of  Assembly  begs  to 
assure  your  Excellency,  that  the  courtesy  of  which' you  are  pleased  to  make  mention  is  no 
more  than  a  just  tribute  of  respect  due  to  your  Excellency  for  the  considerate  attention 
and  candour  which  you  have  on  all  occasions  manifested  in  your  intercourse  with  the  other 
branches  of  the  legislature. 

That  the  councils  of  the  legislature  may  continue  to  be  conducted  in  the  same  spirit  of 
concord  by  which  they  are  at  present  directed  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  House  of  Assembly ; 
and  that  it  may  diffuse  its  influence  throughout  all  classes  of  society  is  to  be  bo  less 
earnestly  desired. 

The  abolition  of  slavery  being  a  law  of  the  land,  patriotism,  loyalty  and  interest  eaually 
require  that  this  law  should  be  religiously  observed  ;  and  the  Right  honourable  the  Colonial 
Minister,  in  expressing  satisfiEfccticMti  at  the  coincidence  of  opinion  between  the  royal  ^ovem- 
iDent  and  ihe  local  autboritiea  <m  matters  lately  forming  the  suhject  of  oommumeation, 
has  thus  virtually  admitted  his  disbelief  of  the  mjurious  unputation  which  had  been  lately 
attempted  to  be  cast  on  the  character  of  this  community. 

The  House  of  Assembly  is  very  much  gratified  to  find  that  the  Queen  in  Council  will  be 
advised  to  confirm  the  Act  repealing  the  88th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act. 

Thai  the  apprentices  who  are  about  to  be  exonerated  from  their  existing  ob%ati€»i8  in 
the  coming  year,  as  well  as  those  who  will  with  equal  certainty  receive  the  same  Ikxhi 
at  a  period  a  little  more  protracted,  should  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  prove  worthy  of 
the  benefits  they  have  ahready  received,  and  of  the  still  higher  privileges  eventually  to  be 
conferred  on  them,  the  House  of  Assembly  perfectly  coincides  in  opinion  with  your 
Excellency. 

The  ephemeral  and  evanescent  probationary  stage  of  the  apprenticeship  system  drawing 
rapidly  to  a  close,  it  becomes  equally  tlie  duty  and  the  interest  of  employers  and  appren- 
tices to  comport  themselves,  the  former  with  generous  liberality,  and  tiie  latter  with 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  in  tiie  performance  of  flieir  accugtomed  avocations,  thus  esta- 
blishiiig  that  mutual  confidence  and  good-wUl  towards  each  other  which  is  essential  to 
the  prospects  of  both  parties. 

The  House  of  Assembly  thanks  your  Excellency  for  the  intelligence  that  the  Act  autho- 
rizing the  hire  of  a  house  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  and  the  holding  of  the  courts 
is  to  receive  the  royal  sanction,  and  they  trust  that  the  knowledge  of  the  mconveniences 
to  which  both  branches  of  the  le^l^ture  have  been  put  in  providing  proper  accommoda- 
tion  for  the  public  institutions,  \ml  have  its  proper  weight  in  inducmg  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  restore  that  portion  of  the  island  revenue  which  was  expressly  eranted  to 
the  Crown,  and  remains  now  by  a  local  Act  solely  appUcable  to  the  support  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  this  colony. 

By  order  of  the  House, 

House  of  Assembly,  22  Aug.  1837.  (signed)        Samuel  Hindi,  Speaker. 

(True  copies,  &c.) 

M  J.  M.  M^  Gregory  Gtevemor. 


—  No.  102.— 
(No.  64.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord   Glenelg  to  Governor 
Sir  E.  J.  M:  M'Gregor,  Bart 

Sir,  Downing-street,  14  October  1837.  No.  102. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch,  No.  185,  of  the  23d  August  last, 
and  I  have  perused  vnth  much  gratification  the  copies  which  you  have  therein 
transmitted  of  your  address  to  the  legislature  of  Barbados  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session  on  the  2d  of  August,  and  of  the  respective  answers  returned  by  the 
Council  and  Assembly. 

I  have,  &c 
(signed)         Glenelg. 
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BARBADOS.  —No.  103.— 

(No.  213.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 
No.  103.  My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  24  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  the  observations  contained  in  your  Lord- 
KirfePapersrelative  ship's  despatch  of  the  15th  of  August,  No.  52,  relative  to  the  separation  of  free 
to  ihe  Abolition  of  children  of  apprentices  frorii  their  mothers,  have  been  circulated  for  the 
Slavery,  1837,         information  and  guidance  of  Her  Majesty's  special  justices  within  this  colony. 

Part4(>)»  P«  4^0*  ^  i.  o 

,^__ J  have,  &c. 

(signed)         E.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Govemcw. 


No.  104. 

Vide  Papers  relative 
to  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  1838, 
Part  5  (1%  p.  2. 


—  No.  104.— 
(No.  236.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregar,  Bart, 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  23  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship^s  circular  despatch,  received 
ftt)m  Captain  Pringle,  of  the  12  th  of  September  last;  and,  in  obedience  to  Her 
Majesty's  commands,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  all  the  support 
and  assistance  in  my  power  will  be  afforded  to  that  gentleman  in  the  performance 
of  the  duty  with  which  he  is  intrusted,  of  inquiring  into  the  state  of  the  prisons 
and  workhouses  in  the  West  India  colonies. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         E.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor. 


No.  105. 

N08. 1  and  3, 
n  &  14  Dec.  1837. 


A.  An  old  offender. 

B.  A  boy. 


C.  Punishment  too 
complicated. 


D.  Misled  by  his 
employer. 
£.  Two  months  remitted 
ill  one  case,  the  offence 
being  less  serious  than 
that  of  one  of  the  pri- 
soners sentenced  to  one 
month's  confinement. 
F.  One  remitted ;  deli* 
cate,  and  not  suited  to 
)iRrd  Ittboar. 

F.   Ditto. 


—  No.  105.— 
(No.  289.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  At.  M'Gregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  21  December  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  the  charge  of  the  chief  justice, 
and  reply  of  the  grand  inquest,  at  the  sessions  lately  held  in  Bridgetown.  . 
The  prisoners  were  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

Discharged  for  want  of  prosecution  ------    5 

Indictment  ignored        ---.----»3 

Remanded    -----------6 

Acquitted     -        -        -        -        -        -        --        -        -        -3 

A. — Sentenced  to  two  years*  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour    -        -     1 

B. — Sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour,  and  to  be 

twice  publicly  flogged  with  rods,  12  stripes  each  time    -        -    1 

Sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour,  and  to 
be  once  publicly  flogged,  21  stripes       -        -        -        -        -    4 

C. — Sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour,  one  in 
solitary  confinement,  and  to  be  once  publicly  flogged,  21 
stripes        ---.--.---1 

Sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour     -        -    6 

Sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment,  and  fined  5/.  each  -        -    2 

Sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment     -----     5 

Sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment,  and  to  keep  the  peace 
for  six  months    -v-        -        -        -        -        -        -        -1 

Sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour  -        -  l 

D. — Sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour         -  1 

E. — Sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment         -        -        -  -     -  3 

Sentenced  to  one  month's  imprisonment    -----  2 

Female  Prisoners. 
F.— Sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour     -        -    2 
F. — Sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour       -    2 

Total    -    .    -    48 
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Stripes  have  been  remitted  in  three  instances ;  two  months'  confinement  has      BARBADOS. 

been  struck  off  from  a  sentence  of  three  in  a  case  of  assault ;  and  that  of  one         .  

prisoner  has  been  entirely  remitted,  as  he  is  an  apprenticed  labourer,  and  became 
involved  in  a  riot  under  the  influence  of  his  employer,  who  remains  imprisoned 
for  the  same  offence.  Two  female  prisoners  have  likewise  been  reUeved  from  the 
performance  of  hard  labour,  for  12  months  in  one  case,  and  in  the  other  for  three. 

Of  two  private  soldiers,  reported  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  June  last,  No.  146, 
as  accused  of  murder,  one  has  been  remanded,  the  other  having  escaped,  and 
being  supposed  still  in  the  island.  No  prisoners  have  been  condemned  to 
transportation ;  but,  adverting  to  the  late  instructions  prohibiting  the  banish- 
ment of  convicts  from  these  colonies,  may  I  request  to  be  informed  whether  any 
exception  may  be  permitted  where  the  offenders  are  not  of  African  descent  ? 

Upon  the  difference  of  sentiment  between  the  chief  justice  and  the  grand 
inquest,  in  regard  to  the  decrease  of  crime,  I  beg  leave,  with  great  submission, 
to  remark  that  the  exception  respectfully  urged  by  the  jury  to  his  honour's  charge 
under  that  head  does  not  appear  warranted  by  the  actual  circumstances  erf  the 
case.  The  comparatively  inconsiderable  offences  dealt  with  by  the  general  and 
special  magistracy  existed  formerly  no  less  than  now ;  and  the  chief  justice 
would  therefore  seem  to  be  borne  out  in  deeming  the  present  state  of  the 
calendar,  as  contrasted  with  that  exhibited  at  the  sessions  in  June  and  December 
last,  a  fit  subject  of  congratulation  to  the  country. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  assuring  your  Lordship  of  the  continued  humane  and 
liberal  disposition  manifested  by  the  local  authorities  in  favour  of  the  amelioration 
<rf  prison  discipline. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  McGregor,  Governor. 

Enclosure  1,  in  No.  105. 

Mr.  Foreman,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury,  En^j^  1  in  No.  105. 

At  an  early  period  of  my  life,  I  was  forcibly  impressed  with  the  inconsistency  of  requiring 
gentlemen,  who  were  not  prepared  by  a  legal  education,  to  preside  at  our  courts  of  grand 
sessions,  merely  because  they  hold  official  situations  in  the  isdand ;  and  as  the  lapse  of  time 
has  tended  to  strengthen  that  impression,  you  will  readily  believe  that  it  is  with  reluctance 
I  occupy  this  seat. 

I  entertain  much  diffidence  as  to  my  power  of  being  useful,  and  I  feel  that  tb^  responsi- 
bilities under  which  I  am  placed  are  great ;  but  supported  by  the  purity  of  my  intentions, 
and  the  knowledge  that  many  of  my  predecessors,  under  like  disadvantages,  have  success- 
fully discharged  their  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country,  I  am  encouraged  to  hope  for  a 
similar  result,  more  especially  as  I  shall  have  the  able  assistance  of  Her  Majesty's  SoUcitor- 
general,  a  gentleman  whose  legal  acquirements  are  justly  appreciated  by  his  countrymen. 

It  is  with  heartfelt  gratification  that  I  draw  your  attention  to  the  state  of  the  calendar  for 
the  present  session  compared  with  those  of  "December  and  June  last ;  it  shows  a  gradual 
diminution  of  crime,  the  number  of  offences  on  that  of  December  being  84,  and  on  that  of 
June  53,  while  the  one  before  the  court  contains  only  32  cases.  Nor  is  there  less  cause  for 
congratulation  when  the  nature  of  tha  offences  on  the  preceding  calendar  is  compared  with 
that  of  those  on  the  present,  it  being  free  from  the  more  heinous  crimes  which  the  former 
unhappily  exhibited.  This  decrease  of  crime  in  so  short  a  period,  and  in  a  population  so 
dense  as  ours,  I  attribute  chiefly  to  the  great  improvements  which  have  been  made  during 
that  time  in  our  prison  discipline ;  and  the  community  is  much  indebted  to  those  gentlemen 
by  whose  voluntary  exertions  and  constant  attention  these  salutary  amendments  have  been 
effected.  It  is  part  of  your  duty,  gentlemen,  to  visit  and  inspect  the  gaol,  and  I  confi- 
dently anticipate  from  you  a  most  satisfactory  report ;  those  alterations  which  were  plan- 
ned some  months  ago  are  now  nearly  completed ;  tney  were  absolutely  necessary  to  effect  a 
due  classification  and  enforce  a  proper  behaviour  among  those  confined  within  its  walls,  and 
will,  I  trust,  be  found  to  supply  nearly  all  that  was  wanting  to  ensure  the  successful  working 
of  a  complete  system  of  improved  prison  discipline. 

To  promote  these  desirable  objects,  it  was  necessary  that  the  courts,  and  all  other  public 
meetings,  should  cease  to  be  held  within  the  walls  of  the  prison ;  and  when  their  importance 
is  considered,  the  gentlemen  of  the  court  and  juries  will,  I  am  persuaded,  agree  with  me 
that  they  are  suffiaent  to  reconcile  us  to  any  inconveniences  we  may  suffer  from  the  present 
temporary  court-house,  until  the  finances  of  the  island  will  enable  us  to  erect  a  more  suitable 
building. 

With  feelings  of  no  less  exultation  do  I  congratulate  you  on  the  present  condition  of  the 
island.  Notwithstanding  the  elements  of  wind  and  fire  have  this  year  occasioned  loss  to 
many  individuals,  yet  we  have  great  cause  to  be  thankful  to  the  Almighty  for  his  superin- 
tending Providence ;  we  have  the  gratification  to  witness  our  lands  promising  a  plentifiil 
return,  and  the  majority  of  our  labourers  behaving  to  our  reasonable  expectations. 

Our  esteemed  Governor  evinces  an  anxious  desire  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 

island ;  and  our  active  and  zealous  diocesan  and  his  clergy  exert  their  united  enei^ies  in 

dispensing  the  benefits  of  religious  instruction  to  all  classes.    The  chief  drawback  to  our 
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BARBADOS,      fiiture  prospects  is  the  condition  of  the  free  children  of  apprenticed  labourers,  who  are  not  in 

training  to  agricultural  pursuits^  but  are  rather  permitted  oy  their  parents  to  loiter  about  the 

different  negro-yards  in  a  state  of  idleness.  I  am  free  to  oonS&ss  that  no  blame  can  be 
attached  to  5ie  proprietors,  a  great  part  of  whom  are  willing  to  employ  for  adequate  wages^ 
or  to  clothe  and  feed  the  whole  of  these  children,  provided  their  mothers  showed  a  dispo- 
sition to  instil  into  their  minds  habits  of  industry ;  but  so  strono-  is  their  prejudice  against 
bringing  them  up  to  field  labour,  that  they  will  not  allow  their  children  to  assist  them  even 
in  their  own  giurdens,  their  desire  being  manifest,  where  they  permit  than  to  be  employed, 
to  make  them  domestics  or  mechanics. 

This  important  question  is,  however,  under  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  who  wiU^ 
I  doubt  not,  adopt  such  measures  as  will  tend  to  remove  these  impressions,  so  injurious  to 
our  young  peasantry,  and  by  insuring  to  all  the  full  reward  of  their  labour,  promote  such 
a  spirit  c»  contentment  and  industry  as  cannot  &il  to  be  equaUy  beneficial  to  master  and 
servant.  Gentlemen,  I  shall  be  at  my  post  each  morning  by  10  o'clock,  at  which  hour  I 
expect  you  also  will  be  present.  It  is  a  punctual  attendance  alone  that  can  promote  the 
business  of  the  sessions,  and  by  the  due  observance  ctf  it,  I  trust  that  we  shall  not  tail  to 
bring  our  labours  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion* 

11  Decemb^  1837.  (signi^)  J*  B.  Nurse,  Chief  Justice. 


Enclostire  2,  in  No,  105. 


End.  3,  in  No.  105.  May  it  please  your  Honour, 

Thb  grand  inquest,  in  returning  thanks  to  your  honour  for  the  very  interesting  address 
which  your  honour  was  pleased  to  deliver  at  the  commencement  of  this  sessions,  beg  leave 
to  felicitate  the  court  on  his  Excellency's  selection  of  a  gentleman  of  your  hooour^s 
amiability  and  integrity  of  charaot^  to  preside  in  the  judicial  chair.  They  coincide  with 
your  honour's  allusions  to  the  legal  deficiencies  under  which  (notwithstanding)  your  honour's 
predecessors  have  so  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  chief  justice,  and,  with  confidence  in 
your:  own  rectitude  of  principle,  feel  assured  that  your  honour's  present  administration  of 
the  laws  has  been  conducted  with  credit  to  yourself  and  benefit  to  tiie  country  at  lai^e. 

The  grand  inquest  hail  with  pleasure  any  authentic  proof  of  the  diminution  of  crime  in 
the  extensive  population  of  this  island ;  but  while  they  recognize,  in  the  language  of  con- 
gratulation, a  cdendar  on  the  decrease,  both  in  the  number  as  well  as  in  the  degree  of 
offsnces,  they  regret  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  that  document  can  be  quoted  as 
a  statistical  record  of  the  morality  of  the  lower  classes.  In  their  present  dependent  position, 
it  is  in  many  cases  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity  to  subject  a  numerous  train  of  crimes 
either  to  direct  compromise  or  at  the  least  to  a  scrutiny  less  rigid  than  that  which  the  dignity 
of  a  crimmal  court  would  impose.  At  the  same  time  the  grand  inquest  are  ready  to  admit, 
that  this  absence  of  moral  restraint  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  that  degradation  of  mind 
consequent  on  the  state  of  thraldom  from  which  they  have  so  lately  emerged. 

In  obedience  to  your  honour's  injimction,  the  grand  inquest  have  visited  the  gaol,  and 
are  happy  in  being  enabled  to  confirm  your  honour's  anticipations  of  a  favourable  report 
The  alterations  are  judicious,  and  the  classification  of  the  prisoners  is  likely  to  promote  the 
object  which  the  legislature  appear  to  have  had  so  much  at  heart,  namely,  an  improved  state 
of  prison  discipline.  In  bearing  testimony,  however,  to  the  admirable  character  of  these 
arrangements,  the  grand  inquest  cannot  lorbear  to  allude,  in  the  strongest  terms  of  appro- 
bation, to  the  zealous  activity  of  the  respectable  provost-marshal  and  his  deputies,  whose 
conduct  on  this  occasion  seems  to  merit  something  more  substantial  than  a  passing  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  services.  The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  such  improvements  are  more 
than  sufficient  to  reconcile  your  jurors  to  the  temporary  inconveniences  of  the  present 
building,  and  they  will  greet  with  satisfaction  that  era  of  future  prosperity  which  wdl  em- 
power meir  trusty  representatives  to  consult  their  comfort,  by  the  erection  of  a  building  more 
suitable  to  the  purposes  of  legislation  and  judicature. 

In  the  chastenea  spirit  of  humiliation,  the  grand  inquest  humbly  bow  to  the  heavy  dis- 
pensations with  which  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  visit  the  island  during  the  late 
inclement  seasqn.  They  would  devoutly  acknowledge  his  protecting  influence  in  the  devas- 
tations of  the  storm,  the  fire  and  the  earthquake,  and  look  forward  with  the  same  honeirt 
exultation  as  your  honour  to  the  cheering  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest,  and  the  pro- 
gressive improvement  of  the  labouring  population. 

The  grand  inquest  echo,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  respectful  compliment  which  your 
hopour  has  paid  to  our  esteemed  Governor.  They  claim  to  be  admitted  airong  the  fore- 
most rank  of  those  who  appreciate  the  zeal,  the  learning  and  the  piety  of  the  Lord  Bishop, 
^id  sincerely  hope  that  his  faithful  clergy  may,  in  the  dispensing  of  religious  instruction  to 
all  classes,  meet  with  the  success  which  their  efforts  deserve. 

The  grand  inquest,  compo<%ed  as  it  is  of  individuals  interested  in  the  successful  working 
of  free  labour,  approach  the  next  portion  of  your  honour's  address  with  some  hesitation.  On 
this  important  topic  their  expressions,  however  guarded,  may  be  liable  to  misinterpretation, 
and  their  views  censured  as  arbitrary  and  confined.  But  they  rejoice  to  hear  nrom  your 
honour,  as  a  member  of  the  higher  branch  of  the  legislature,  that  a  Bill  is  in  contemplation, 
which  will  have  for  its  object  the  removal  of  those  prejudices  which  unfortunately  still  exist 
in  the  minds  of  the  parents  of  the  youthful  peasantry ;  and  they  look  with  confident  anti- 
cipation to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  shall  be  calculated  to  remove  impressions  inju 
nous  aUke  to  agricultural  prosperity  and  the  joint  interests  of  master  and  servant. 

Vrook 
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From  a  subject  of  such  grave  import,  the  grand  inquest  torn  with  pleasure  to  perform 
their  last  and  most  agreeable  duty.  They  desire  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  legal 
assistance  which  has  been  so  courteously  afforded  them  by  Her  Majesty's  Solicitor-general, 
by  which  their  investi^tions  have  been  rendered  less  fatiguing,  and  an  early  completion  of 
business  fully  ensured.  While,  therefore,  they  tender  through  your  honour  their  tribute  of 
thanks  to  that  gentleman,  they  venture  to  hope  that  their  own  duties  have  been  discharged 
to  the  satisfaction  of  your  honour  and  the  court  in  general. 


14  December  1837. 


Robert  Reece,  Foreman. 


BARBADOS. 


—No.  106.— 
(No.  80.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir 
E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  13  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch,  No.  289,  of  the  21st  of 
December,  containing  the  charge  of  tlie  chief  justice  and  reply  of  the  grand 
jury  at  the  court  of  grand  sessions,  held  at  Bridgetown  in  December  last. 

I  am  happy  to  believe  that  your  opinion,  and  that  of  the  chief  justice,  as  to 
the  decrease  of  crime  in  Barbados  rests  upon  sure  grounds,  notwithstanding  the 
dissent  of  the  grand  jury  from  the  inferences  drawn  by  the  judge  from  the  state 
of  the  calendar.  The  disinclination  to  agricultural  labour,  urged  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  induce  the  a;^prenticed  labour^tB  to  reject  the  assistance  of  their  own 
children  even  in  the  cultivation  of  their  own  gardens,  affords  as  impressive  an 
illustration  as  it  is  possible  to  give  of  the  injurious  effects  of  slavery.  The  asso- 
ciation in  the  minds  of  the  emancipated  negroes  of  degradation  with  agriculture 
is  too  natural  to  excite  any  surprise ;  but  it  is  one  of  those  accidental  prejudices 
which  may  reasonably  be  expecied  to  yield  to  the  influence  of  increasing  know- 
ledge and  good  example,  if  not  to  the  pressure  of  want  I  cannot  doubt  that 
your  attention  will  have  been  directed  to  the  adoption  of  any  methods  by  which 
this  erroneous  impression  may  be  gradually  removed. 

With  regard  to  the  questbn  of  transportation,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
no  exception  can  ever  be  allowed  to  the  general  rule,  but,  adverting  to  the  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  of  ParUament  on  the  subject,  such  an  excq[»- 
tion  could  only  be  justified  by  very  extraordinary  circumstances. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


No.  106. 


—  No.  107.— 
<Na.i7.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  ftt>m  Governor  Sir  B.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart.,  to 

Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  29  January  1838. 

In  ohedience  to  the  commands  contained  in  your  Lordship's  circular  despatch 
of  the  1st  of  December  last,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Return,  specifying 
the  number  of  all  the  children  apprenticed  in  Barbados,  imder  the  provision  of 
the  Abolition  Law,  as  required  by  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the 
28th  of  November  1837. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        E.  J.  M.  M'Gregar,  Governor. 


No.  107. 

Return. 
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Endosure  in  No.  107. 
RETURN  of  Childbex  apprenticed  in  Barbados^  under  the  Abolition  Act,  from  the  1st  of  August  18S4  to  the 
March  1837,  at  which  Date  the  38th  Clause  was  repealed  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Barbados^  approved  by 
Her  Majesty  in  Council,  on  the  12th  of  July  1837. 


No.  of  Children. 

Employers. 

To  whom 
appreoticcd. 

Names  of 
Apprentices. 

REMARKS 

Districts. 

Bfales, 

Females. 

1 

A.  rural. 

A.  town 

B.  rural. 

D.  „ 

E.  „ 

F.  „ 

G.  „ 

1 

Mrs.  Sarah  Tull 
Mr.W.T.Cox 

Mrs.  Sarah  Tull 
Mr.W.T.Cox 

Ellen      . 
Wra.  Thomas 

f-  -  Cancelled  at  the  recjuest  of  the  child  i 
\  mother,  "  Kitty,"  and  with  the  consent  of 
iMrs.  Tull,  on  the  17th  of  July  1837. 

-  -  It  appears  the  mother  of  this  child  died 
when  it  was  only  two  years  old,  and  the 
;  father  sufifered  it  to  be  in  want  of  the  com- 
;  mon  necessaries  of  life ;  the  child  is  now 
\  alive  and  well,  and  living  on  Golden  Ride 
'estate;  and  Mr.  Cox  waited  on  the  special 
!  magistrate  to  state,  that  nothing  but  humanity 
i  induced  him  to  take  this  child,  and  that  if 
his    Excellency    the    Governor    would  be 
1  pleased  to  make  any  other  arrangements  for 
1  its  support  and  protection,  except  placing  him 
!  with  an  unfeeling  and  cruel  father,  he,  Mr. 
'Cox,   would  readily  consent  to  cancel  the 
Jndenture. 

(signed) 


£.  J,  Murray  McGregor,  Governor. 


(No.  13.) 
Copy 


of  a 


—  No.  108.— 

DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg 
E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart. 


to  Governor  Sir 


Nc.  108. 

N.B.  Similar  De- 
spatches addressed 
to  the  Lieut-go- 
vernor of  Trinidad. 
Ditto  -  Sl  Lucia. 


Sir,  Downing-street,  31  January  1838. 

On  receiving  the  monthly  returns  of  punishments  inflicted  hy  order  of  the 
special  magistrates  in  the  West  Indies,  I  observe  with  regret,  that  in  some  of 
the  colonies  under  your  government  the  average  amount  of  corporal  punishment 
has  not  been  reduced.  It  has  been  the  anxious  hope  of  Her  Majesty's  Gov^n-. 
ment,  that  under  the  judicious  administration  of  the  Apprenticeship  Law,  this 
mode  of  punishment  would  be  gradually  disused,  and  that  it  would  become 
needless  to  resort  to  it  as  a  means  of  enforcing  the  duties  attached  to  that  con- 
dition. In  some  of  the  colonies  this  hope  has  been  already  fulfilled;  in  others  it 
seems  likely  to  be  fulfilled  at  an  e*irly  period ;  there  are,  however,  others  which 
do  not  at  present  afford  this  prospect. 

I  am  not  unaware  of  the  many  difficulties  with  which  the  special  magistrates 
have  to  contend  in  endeavouring  to  bring  about  this  object ;  nor  would  I  hastily 
infer  that  their  best  endeavours  have  not  been  used  for  its  attainment,  because  they 
have  hitherto  proved  unsuccessM.  But  upon  comparing  the  several  returns 
from  all  the  West  Indian  colonies,  I  find  a  difiTerence  in  this  respect  for  which  I 
cannot  readily  account,  and  so  remarkable  that  I  think  it  necessary  to  call  your 
attention  particularly  to  the  subject. 

By  the  enclosed  table  you  will  perceive,  that  in  Jamaica,  Barbados,  British 
Guiana  and  Grenada,  and  in  all  the  Leeward  Islands,  with  the  exception  of  Do- 
minica, the  average  numbed  of  floggings  inflicted  during  the  month  has  been  very 
greatly  reduced ;  while  in  some  of  these  colonies  that  mode  of  punishment  has 
been  nearly,  and  in  Bahamas  altogether,  discontinued.  Nor  has  any  inconvenience 
been  experienced  in  any  of  these  islands,  so  far  as  my  information  extends,  ia 
consequence  of  the  change.  On  the  contrary,  in  St.  Vincent,  Tobago  and  Tri- 
nidad, there  is  no  appearance  of  a  progressive  diminution ;  and  in  St  Luda, 
though  there  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  within  the  last  year,  the  monthly 
average  of  floggings  stiU  continues  larger  than  it  was  during  the  first  year  of  the 
apprenticeship. 

In  the  absence  of  information  as  to  any  peculiar  circumstances  by  which  so 
remarkable  a  difierence  may  be  accounted  for,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  it  may  yet 
be  removed  by  an  unremitting  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  special  magistrates 
to  introduce  a  less  degrading  discipline. 

So 
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So  long  as  corporal  punishment,  for  offences  committed  under  the  apprentice- 
ship  system,  is  sanctioned  by  law,  I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  give  positive 
instructions  for  its  discontinuance  ;  but  I  must  request  you  to  take  the  subject 
into  your  most  serious  consideration,  and  to  impress  upon  the  special  magistry 
the  importance  of  abstaining  as  much  as  possible  from  the  inaction  of  this 
punishment.  On  their  judicious  exertions,  and  under  the  unremitting  super- 
vision of  yourself  and  the  lieutenant-governors,  I  must  rely  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object ;  the  importance  of  which,  considered  as  a  preparation  of  the 
apprenticed  classes  for  that  entire  freedom  which  is  so  soon  to  be  theirs,  can 
scarcely  be  estimated  too  highly.  In  British  Guiana  the  magistrates  have  been 
directed  to  abstain,  except  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  from  inflicting 
corporal  punishment,  without  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Governor,  to  any  sen* 
tence  of  this  nature  which  they  may  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  pass.  I  think  this 
precaution  against  the  too  frequent  recurrence  to  it  might  be  beneficially  adopted 
in  other  colonies.  Ihave,&c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


BARBADOS. 


Enclosure  in  No.  108. 

TABLE  showing  the  Avsraoe  Number  of  Floggihgs  inflicted  daring  eacii  Month. 


Population 
(abooi) 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  FLOGGINGS  PER  MONTH 

COLONY. 

Before 
AngQtt 
1835. 

Per 
Cent. 

Between 

August 

1835  am] 

January 

1836. 

Per 
Cent. 

Between 

JtiiDarr 

1896  and 

July 

1836. 

Per 
Ctnt. 

Between 

Aogmi 

ISMuid 

Joniwrr 

18Sr. 

Per 

Cent. 

Between 
Fetenaiy 

issr 

and  July 
183r. 

V 

Per 

Cent. 

Jamaica 

Barbados 

British  Guiana 

Montaerrat     - 

St.  Christopher 

Nevia     . 

Virgin  Islands 

Dominica 

St.  Vincent    - 

Grenada 

Tobago  •        -        - 

Trinidad 

St.  Lucia 

Bahamas 

oSOfiOO 

69,000 

73,000 

5,000 

13>600 

6,300 

4,300 
73,000 
19,300 
31,500 

9,800 
16,800 
10,500 
10,300 

593 

145 

181 

16 

7 
33 

33 
36 

53 
19 

13 

•338 
•310 
•351 
•320 

'•166 
•275 

•103 
'367 
•315 
•100 

•117 

458 

103 

61 

3« 
61 

34 

9 

37 

45 

31 
26 

53 
38 

•176 

'149 
•084 
•640 

•451 
•548 
•314 
•308 

•333 
•097 
•3f)5 

•315 
•361 

334 
«5 
31 
19 

la 

33 

7 
33 

68 

8 

83 

46 

•086 
•036 

•043 
•380 
•088 

•354 
•166 

•975 
•3S» 
•037 

•934 
•309 
•438 

374 
33 
30 

8 

n 

8 

4 
93 
73 

14 
44 
53 
38 

•105 
•033 
•041 
•160 
•081 
•189 

•095 
•191 

•373 
•065 

•449 

•3'5 
•366 

«50 

«9 
a 
8 

4 
6 

4 
33 

48 

3 
30 
60 

31 

•096 
•042 

•ooa 
•i6a 

■^ 

•095. 
•l8a 
•34B 
•ot^ 
•306 

'359^ 
•300 

Total  -  -  - 

530,000 

1,117 

•329 

948 

•178 

564 

•106 

691         '130 

487 

•090 

_No.  109.— 
(No.  25.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  E.  J.  M.  M'Gregor,  Bart., 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Government  House,  Barbados,  6  February  1838. 

At  the  request  of  Captain  Hamilton,  special  magistrate  of  District  B.,  I  do 
myself  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  my 
address,  and  a  statement  of  the  particulars  of  certain  cases  referred  to  "  in  a 
paper  called  the  '  British  Emancipator,'  said  to  be  extracts  from  authenticated 
records,  sgid  which  were  tried  and  decided"  in  that  district  by  Captain  Hamiltonr 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         E.  J.  Murray  M' Gregory  Governor. 


No.  109- 


3  Feb.  1838^ 
with  EDcIoMire* 


i54.^n. 
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Enclosure  in  No*  109. 

End.  in  No.  109.  Sir,  District  B.,  3  Febraory  18S8. 

I  PERCEiYB  in  a  paper  called  the  **  British  Emancipator/'  several  cases  said  to  be  extracts 
from  authenticated  records,  and  which  were  tried  and  decided  by  me  in  this  district.  Consi- 
dering those  statements  convey  a  tendency  to  injure  my  character,  and  also  the  public  wd&n 
of  the  colony,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
one  case,  the  whole  are  erroneous  and  exaggerated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  me  particulars  of  each  case  from  the  records  of  the 
trials  alluded  to,  and  humbly  solicit  his  Excellency's  interference  in  forwarding  them  to  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State.  j  ,  -^ 

C.  J.  Cunningham,  Esq.  (signed)        Jixeph  Hamiltm,  s.  J.  p. 

Colonial  Secretary. 

(True  copy,  &c.) 

(signed)        E.  J.  Murray  M^Oregar,  (3ovemor. 


From  a  Paper  called  the  British  From  the  Special  Justice's  Records. 

Emancipator.  j^^^^^^  B 

District  B. 
.    Special  Maristrate,  Joseph  HamiUon.  Jo$e:ph  Hamilton,  Special  Justice. 
Dec.  1836.— William,  apprenticed  labourer         12  Dec.  1836. — Frere  Pilgrim  estate,  RT. 
on  Pilgrim  estate,  charged  by  Outram,  mana-  Outram,  manager,  v.  William,  an  apprenticed 
eer,  with  being  ^*  absent  from  work  on  Satur-  labourer.  Charge :  ^'  Defendant  was  absent  on 
day  last."  Defence :  ^^  He  (defendant)  states  Saturday  last,  although  cautioned  by  the  ma- 
he  cannot  work  his  Saturdays."  gistrate."    Defence :  ''  He  cannot  lose  his  Sa- 
Magistrate's  decision :  "  Fifteen  days'  con-  turdays."    Decision :  "  Fifteen  days'  confine- 
finement,  with  hard  labour."  (!!!)  ment,  with  hard  labour."  ("  Fourth  offence.") 

Remarks. 
WiUiam  had  a  lame  arm;  he  was  employed 
attending  cattle ;  but,  from  his  constant  neg- 
lect and  refusing  to  mind  them,  was  ordered 
to  go  into  the  field  to  work  with  a  boy's  hoe,  which  he  positively  reftised  to  do;  he 
was  brought  before  the  special  justice,  who,  after  admonishing  him  and  givipg  him 
the  best  advice,  discharged  him. 

A  few  days  after  he  was  brought  up  again,  29th  September,  with  the  same  chaige 
against  him :  the  quantity  of  work  was  not  the  object,  but  that  he  should  not 
stand  idle,  setting  a  bad  example  to  the  gang.  Sentence :  "  Four  days'  solitary  con- 
finement." He  was  again  aavised  by  the  magistrate  not  to  resist  his  master's 
orders. 

Oct.  11. — Charge  as  before.— Medical  attendant  examined  :  "  Does  not  consida 
the  injury  in  the  arm  will  prevent  his  using  a  light  hoe  with  the  other  in  light 
work;  he  received  the  injury  when  a  babe;  has  seen  him  use  the  whip  very  well 
when  driving ;"  this  made  six  days  successively  he  had  refused  to  work.  Decisi(xi : 
"  Ten  days'  confinement,  with  hard  labour." 

Oct.  27. — Same  charge. — Had  worked  two  days  very  well;  his  master  advised 
him  this  morning  to  behave  better ;  but  he  would  not  listen,  neither  would  he 
attempt  to  work,  but  said  he  would  go  to  the  Governor  again.  Decision  :  "  Three 
days'  confinement,  with  hard  labour;"  to  make  good  the  labour  lost. 

Nov.  8. — Charge  :  '*  Absent  on  Saturday  last ;"  went  to  the  sick-house  on  Mon- 
day, and  discharged  on  Tuesday ;  nothing  the  matter  with  him.  Decision :  "  Two 
days'  solitary  confinement ;"  to  make  good  the  labour  lost. 

Nov.  15. — "  Absent  last  Saturday."  Defence:  "  He  was  not  paid  for  his  extra 
work,  therefore  cannot  work  the  Saturdays."  Nelly  Lynch,  mother  to  the  defeiir 
dant,  states  she  paid  him  his  wages  up  to  the  time  he  left  the  cattle.  Decision : 
*'  Six  days'  solitary  confinement ;'    to  return  the  labour  lost.     (Second  offence.) 

Nov.  28. — "  Absent  on  Saturday  last"     Defence  :  "  He  has  not  his  quantity  of 

Provisions  given  him  when  he  returns  out  of  prison."  Samuel  Byar  states,  "  William 
as  had  bis  full  proportion  of  provisions  given  him  whenever  he  comes  out  of  pri« 
son  ;  last  week  he  had  a  pound  and  a  hali  of  potatoes  over  his  allowance."  Deci- 
sion :  ^' Ten  days' solitaiy  confinement;"  to  make  good  the  labour  lost.  (Third 
offence.) 

William  stated  his  case  to  the  Governor,  who  wrote  to  the  special  justice  to  reply 
to  it,  which  was  perfectly  satisfactory  to  his  Excellency.  I  believe  his  master,  the 
Honourable  John  R.  Best,  also  saw  the  Grovemor  concerning  him. 

Dec.  15. — 
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Dec.  16.— Weekes  and  Ned  Weekes, 
coopers,  on  Maxwell  estate,  charged  with 
''  making  only  nine  casks  in  14  days,  instead 
of  one  per  day.  Ned  insolent.'^  (!)  Sen- 
tence :  "  Ned,  sixteen  days'  extra  labour  j 
Weekes,  fifteen  days'  extra  labour,  in  ser^ 
Tice  of  master." 


Dec.  15. — Sophia,  an  apprenticed  labourer, 
chained  by  Jonn  Baker  with  ''  making  a 
noise  in  the  field,  and  would  not  work  the 
row  when  ordered  he^J'  Sentence:  ^'Five 
days'  confinement,  with  hard  labour." 


Melly  Rench  did  not  work  the  row  ordered, 
and  when  desired  to  go  back  threw  herself 
on  the  ground.  Sentence:  '* Four  days' soli- 
tary ccmfinement" 


Dec.  16. — Joseph  Edwards,  apprenticed 
labourer,  charged  nis  master,  John  U.  Perry- 
man,  with  "  luting  him  with  a  whip."  D>e- 
cision ;  '^  Compromised  atth^  request  of  the 
complainant.'^ 


Dec.  19.— E.  T.  Whitehall,  manager  of 
&rm,  charged  Sam  Edwards  with  ^'  stealing 
canes."  Sentence:  ^^  Ten  days' hard  labour. 


Dec.  16. — ^Walker  and  Ned  Weekes :  the 
former  charged  with  "  idleness,"  the  latter  with 
"  insolence.  Sentence  :  "  Walker  six  days' 
extra  labour ;  Ned  Weekes,  five  days'  confine- 
ment, with  hard  labour." 

Walker  had  a  boy  with  him  to  assist,  and 
confessed  he  could  make  a  cask  a  day ;  the 
deficiency  was  to  be  made  good  in  the  five 
days,  and  the  extra  day  as  a  punishment 

I)ec.  16. — Sophia,  apprenticed  labourer,  on 
Lower  Ghreys  estate,  charged  by  John  H.  Ba- 
ker, manager,  with  '^  disorder!  conduct  and 
disobeying  the  orders  of  the  superintendent." 
''  Defendant  was  ordered  upon  a  particular  row 
to  work ;  she  left  it,  and  said,  *  So  help  me 
God,  I  won't ;'  then  went  to  work  upon  another 
row,  making  a  great  noise."  Sentence  :  "  Five 
days'  confinement,  with  hard  labour." 

Dec.  16.— Melly  Rinah,  an  apprenticed 
labourer  on  Lower  Greys  estate,  cnai^ed  by 
John  H.  Baker,  manager,  with  ^'  disobedi- 
ence of  orders  and  disorderly  conduct  in  the 
field."  "  Defendant  was  ordered  by  super- 
intendent to  take  a  particular  row ;  she  left  it 
and  went  away;  when  ordered  back,  she 
threw  herself  upon  the  ground  and  would  not 
return  to  the  field  i^am ;  she  made  a  ^reat 
noise  also."  Sentence  :  "  Four  days'  solitary 
confinement." 

Dec.  16. — John  H.  Ferryman,  employer, 
charged  by  Joseph  Edwards,  apprenticed  la- 
bourer, with  "  giving  him  two  or  three  stripes 
wit^i  a  whip  on  nis  Dottom  ;"  defendant  con- 
fessed ^*  he  did  strike  him."  Complainant : 
*'  He  does  not  wish  the  trial  to  go  on."  De- 
cision :  "  Guilty ;"  but "  compromised  at  the 
reouest  of  the  complainant." 

The  magistrate  went  through  this  trial  con- 
trary to  the  wishes  of  the  complainant,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  conviction,  that  in  the 
event  of  the  defendant  committing  a  similar 
ofience,  the  complainant  might  be  discharged 
from  all  further  services. 

This  and  the  last  case  are  the  only  two  that 
have  been  in  the  least  correctly  stated ;  all  the 
others  have  been  exaggerated,  particularly  the 
two  first. 

If  one  case  of  theft  was  overlooked,  20 
more  would  follow  the  next  day,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  a  whole  field  would  be  cut  down. 
It  is  wrong  that  in  the  time  of  slavery  they 
were  allowed  to  cut  the  canes  with  impunity, 
although  the  thefts  during  that  period  were 
of  a  more  formidable  nature.  The  negro 
during  the  crop  was  allowed  to  suck  as  much 
cane  as  he  pleased,  and  many  estates  still 
allow  that  privilege. 

(signed)        Joseph  Hamilton,  s.  j.  p. 


BARBADOS. 
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fiom  the  1st  Jooe  18ST  to  the  Slat  Juiaary  1838. 


Totii 

XTOpOf" 

Total  Knmberof 

The 

Average 

Number  of 

Stripes 

inflicted  in 

Cases  of 

Panisbmeiit 

by 
Whipping. 

The 

Number  of 

Males] 

punished. 

Maiimum 

Total 
Nomberof 

inflicted 

tion  per 
Cent,  of 

Total 
Number 

Nomberof 
Stripes 

The  Bfazimum  of 

TbeMazhnussof 

DATE. 

Appf«ntices 
throog^at 
the  Isknd. 

under  the 
Authority  of 

Spedd 
Mtgbtratet 

the  same. 

Punish- 
mentsto 
Appren- 
tices. 

e 

:i 

11 

1.6* 

of 
Females 
punished. 

inflicted 
in  any  one 

Case  of 
Panishment 

by 

Whipping. 

Severity  in  any  one 

Case  of  Punishment 

by  Confinement. 

Severity  hi  any  odier 
ModeofPanishoeit. 

■ 

1857: 

Jane   -       * 

66,915 

1,145 

n 

51 

564 

548 

15 

55 

-  -  Otie  month  on 
public    road;    one 
month's    imprison- 
ment with  liard  la- 
bour. 

--One  month's  confise- 
ment  to  bard  labour; 
to  forfeit  one  ■ootk'i 
wages. 

Julj    *       - 

•54,578 

1,S06 

H 

7 

6U 

575 

9 

20 

-  -  Two  montlis  on 
peblic    roads;    fll 
days'  imprisonaKnt 
with    hard  labour; 
one   month's  oon- 
finement  with  hard 
labour. 

--Three  weeki'hirA 
labour. 

Aognit 

68,965 

1,550 

t 

11 

606 

755 

11 

18 

.  -  30  di^s*    Im- 
prisonmentwith  hard 
Ubour. 

-  •  One  oMBtb  on  pib- 
lie  road ;  to  forfeit  three 

%  of  extra  wages;  four 

weeks.'  bard  Iskoir  Ir 

17  days'  absence. 

tSeptember  - 

66,655 

1,««7 

U 

17 

658 

55t 

14 

«5 

--One  nontb's  hard 
labour    on    public 
roads. 

-  -  21  dajs*  hard  b. 
boor;  maA  U  dajs' 
extra  labour. 

October 

66,70f 

911 

i| 

fl6 

518 

'     567 

17 

1 

50 

..Que  month's  bard 
hrfMmrontbepobllc 
roads;    one  month 
with  hsrd  labour. 

-- Three  weeb'eonlne^ 
ment  with  hard  labov, 
and  to  return  54  d^ 
labour  to  the  estate. 

November   • 

66,557 

597 

i 

15 

at7 

f55 

15 

50 

-  -  One  mouth  on 
public  roods;   one 

with  bard  labour. 

.  -  14  dajft'  hard  la- 
bour. 

December    . 

66,557 

618 

4 

9 

5f6 

t77 

n 

U 

--One  month's  con- 
finement with  hard 
labour,  and  to  return 
105    days'   Ubour; 
50  dajrr  imprison- 

. .  Four  weeks'  kani 
labour  to  an  ineociigi- 
ble  female  ruMvtj; 
25  days'  exim  laksv 

, 

to  compensate  for  tke 

• 

ment  with  hard  la- 
boor;    three  weeks 
with    hard    labour, 
and  then  one  week's 
solitary  confinement ; 
one  month's  impri- 
sonment. 

same  lost  firom  abscacf 
without  leave. 

1836: 

Januar/ 

150,664 

7tl 

^ 

11 

594 

516 

14 

50 

.-Two  weeks' im- 
prisonment. 

-  -  20  days'  bard  b- 
boor. 

*  No  Return  from  Dbtrict  B.,  the  Ma^strate  being  absent  on  leave. 

t  The  number  of  apprentices  for  Districu  B.  and  O.  caimot  be  ascertained  correctly. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  relative  to  MR.  SCOBLFS  INQUIRIES 
and  REPRESENTATIONS. 


—No.  110.— 
(No.  300.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  fixMn  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  LcMrd  Gknelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  7  April  1837.  No.  no* 

Two  gentlemen,  who  were  stated  to  be  agents  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
arrived  in  this  colony  some  months  ago.  One  of  them  (Dr.  Lloyd)  stayed  here 
but  a  very  short  time,  and  then  proceeded  to  Jamaica ;  the  other,  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Scoble,  is  still  residing  in  Ouiana. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  minute,  addressed  by  me  to 

the  Government  Secretary,  and  which  was  commimicated  to  those  gentlemen,  as  ^— ^ 

a  proof  of  the  readiness  with  which  I  was  prepared  to  afford  to  them  every  faci- 
lity of  access  to  all  public  documents  ;  as  also  of  the  perfect  liberty  with  which 
they  were  permitted  to  visit  ev^ry  part  of  this  province ;  as  also  to  communicate 
with  the  labourers  and  all  classes  of  this  community.  Mr.  Scoble  waited  upon 
Ine  a  few  days  ago,  and  in  a  very  long  interview  which  I  had  with  him,  gave  to 
me  a  detailed  account  of  aU  the  irregularities  he  had  either  witnessed  or  had  heard 
of.  I  took  down  in  his  presence,  and  from  his  report,  the  particulars  of  each 
statement,  in  order  that  each  complaint  should  be  fully  and  regularly  inquired 
into.  I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  caused 
to  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Scoble,  acquainting  him  with  tiie  result  of  the  several  in-  ^^ 

vestigations.  I  respectfully  submit  to  your  Lordship  that  nothing  can  afford  a 
more  satisfactory  proof  of  tiie  state  of  this  province  than  the  paucity  of  the  com- 
plaints made  known  to  me  by  Mr.  Scoble,  and  the  mistakes  and  errors  upon 
which  the  greater  number  are  founded. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosures  in  No.  110. 


(A.) 
Memorandum. 

There  are  two  gentlemen  (Dr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Scoble)  at  present  upon  a  visit  in  this    End.  in  No.  no. 
colony,  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  personally  the  working  of  the  system  of  apprentice  (A.) 

labour.  If  these  gentlemen  or  either  of  them  have  occasion  to  call  at  the  office  of  the 
€k)verament  Secretary,  I  wish  them  to  be  informed  that  they  may  have  access  to  any  offi- 
cial documents,  and  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  visit  any  and  every  part  of  this  colony  in  the 
most  unrestrained  manner.  If  in  the  course  of  their  tour  they  should  happen  to  lie  made 
aware  of  any  illegal  or  improper  transaction,  all  that  I  have  to  request  is,  that  the  same 
may  be  communicated  to  me.  Occasional  instances  of  individual  misconduct,  both  on  the 
side  of  t\ie  planter,  as  well  as  that  of  the  labourer,  must  be  expected.  It  is  my  duty  to  take 
care  that  none  such  pass  unnoticed.  I  am  obliged  to  any  body  who  will  give  me  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject. 

It  will  also  be  useful  to  me  to  learn  from  strangers  (so  unconnected  as  I  understand  these 
gentlemen  to  be  with  West  India  property,  and,  of  course,  personally  so  disinterested)  their 
opinions,  togedier  with  any  observations  tney  may  like  to  offer  to  me,  as  to  the  details  of 
the  apprenticed  labour  system.  Many  things,  in  particular,  may  occur  to  a  cool  inquirer^ 
which,  in  his  anxiety  to  obtain  a  successful  result  to  the  measure,  in  general,  may  have 
been  overlooked  by  a  person  more  immediately  superintending  its  operation.  I  am  anxious 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  ana  opinions  of  all,  reserving,  of  course,  to  myself 
the  right  of  exercising  my  own  judgment,  and  of  only  agreeing  with  those  views  of  the  sub- 
ject vmich,  after  due  reflection,  may  appear  to  me  to  be  correct 

Dec.  1836.  (signed)  J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 

(True  copy.) 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Gov.  Sec. 
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(B.) 

(B.)  Sir,  Groverament  Secretary's  bffi^e,  31  March  1837. 

With  reference  to  the  statements  which  you  made  to  the  Governor  when  you  waited 
upon  his  Excellency  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  of  which  his  Excellency  made  memoranda 
at  the  time,  relative  to  several  abuses  and  infringements  of  the  law,  which  in  your  tour  ia 
this  colony  you  had  observed,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  of  the  result  of  the  inquiries 
which  the  Governor  caused  forthwith  to  be  made  into  each  individual  case : 

1.  You  were  correct  in  the  inforination  you  had  received,  that  the  working  period  has 
been  reckoned,  generally,  in  this  colony,  m>m  the  actual  commencement  of  the  labour. 
Where  the  field  was  contiguous  to  the  dwelling  of  the  labourer,  this  arrangement  was  pro- 
ductive of  no  injury  to  the  labourer.  When  tne  labourer  had  to  go  some  distance,  as  must 
occasionally  have  been  the  case,  the  loss  of  time  was  detrimental  to  the  labourer ;  to  remedy 
this  evil,  his  Excellency  has  issued  a  circular  to  the  special  justices ;  this  evil,  however,  can 
only  have  existed  on  those  few  estates  in  this  colony  on  which  labour  by  task  has  not  bcm 
adopted. 

2.  That  preedial  labourers  are  occasionally  employed  as  non-praedial,  and  non-pranlial 
labourers  in  performing  the  duty  of  preeaials,  can  hardly  be  prevented.  The  prsedial 
labourers  are  too  well  acquainted  with  theur  own  rights  to  allow  themselves  to  be  called  upon 
to  perform  any  extra  labour  beyond  the  seven  and  a  half  hours  without  being  paid  for  the 
same.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  non-prsedial,  that  is,  the  house-servant,  is  called  upon  to 
lend  a  hand  in  any  field  labour,  at  a  time  when  there  is  nothing  for  him  to  do  in  the  house, 
his  Excellency  cannot  say  that  he  should  be  disposed  to  entertain  his  complaint.  The  non- 
praedial  is  bound  to  afford  his  labour  for  nine  hours  per  day,  and  will  receive  his  complete 
emancipation  on  the  1st  August  next  year,  that  s,  two  years  sooner  than  the  praedial,  who 
only  works  for  seven  and  a  half  hours ;  the  great  point  will  be,  to  see  that  all  tnose  classed 
as  non-prsedial  receive  their  freedom  when  they  are  legally  entitled  to  it.  His  Excellency 
does  not  conceive  that  either  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  the  law  is  infiringed  by  the  non* 
praedial  labourer  being  occasionally  required  to  help  in  the  field  in  getting  in  the  crop  at  a 
Dusy  time. 

3.  That  the  remaining  time  of  those  labourers  who  are  desirous  of  purchasing  their  imme* 
diate  freedom  is  in  general  appraised  at  a  much  higher  rate  than  appears  to  Sie  Governor 
to  be  correct,  his  Excellency  is  ready  to  admit.  With  a  view  to  diminish  what  has  been 
deemed  an  evil,  his  Excellency  directed,  so  far  back  as  on  the  29th  April  1836,  the  amount 
of  each  appraisement ;  the  names  of  the  appraisers  and  other  particulars  to  be  published 
periodically  in  the  Royal  Gtazette.  The  Governor  is  not  aware  what  can  be  done  fiuth^, 
so  long  as  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  law  are  complied  with»  It  is  in  tike  power  of  the 
judge,  to  whom  the  valuation  must  be  submitted  for  ratification,  if  he  is  dissatisfied  with 
the  valuation,  to  order  a  new  appraisement. 

4.  Special  justice  M'Leod,  to  whom  your  statement,  that  the  women  on  plantation  Pro- 
vidence are  overworked,  was  referred,  denies,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  this  office,  dated  the 
17th  instant,  the  fact :  Mr.  M'Leod  states,  that  the  women  prefer  working  by  task-woii^  to 
remaining  in  the  field  the  time  required  by  law. 

5.  Special  justice  Allen,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  this  office,  dated  the  !^7th  instant,  not  only 
denies  the  fact  of  the  women  on  Malgre  Tout,  in  his  district,  being  overworked,  but  adds, 
"Whatever  share  of  work  may  have  been  allotted  or  required  fix)m  the  people  of  Malgre 
Tout,  they  have  latterly  not  performed  a  reasonable  quantity,  although  no  formal  complamt 
has  been  preferred  against  them  on  that  subject." 

6.  It  appears  from  the  report  of  his  honour  the  sheriff  of  Berbice,  that  five  removals  of  the^ 
praedial  apprenticed  labourers  from  the  several  estates  to  which  they  had  been  attached  have 
been  effected  in  that  district :  two  of  them  in  the  month  of  October  1836 ;  one  on  the  12th 
June  1835  ;  one  on  the  26th  July  1834 ;  one  in  August  1836.  Of  these  five  transfers,  that 
which  todk  place  on  the  26th  July  1834,  having  been  effected  previously  to  the  abolition  o^ 
slavery,  cannot  be  called  in  question.  In  the  case  of  the  removal  of  the  77  praedial  labourers 
from  Overwinning  to  Lochaber  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Cameron,  it  appears,  upon  inouiry,  that  these 
people  were  registered  unattached,  and  their  services  as  such  were  purchasea  by  Mr.  Came- 
ron ;  he  had  consequently  a  legal  right  to  employ  them  on  Overwinning,  or  to  remove  them 
to  Lochaber,  as  he  thought  most  advisable.  His  Excellency  laments  that  the  other  threq 
transfers  should  hav^  been  sanctioned  by  the  special  justices.  The  special  justices  were, 
however,  influenced  by  the  terms  in  which  the  ninth  section  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery  is  worded.  In  a  subsequent  case,  in  which  the  transfer  of  praedial  labourers  from 
one  estate  to  another  was  enforced  by  the  whip,  complaints  were  made  to  the  Governor, 
and  his  Excellency  felt  it  his  duty  most  severely  to  animadvert  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
special  justice,  as  also  to  issue  a  circular,  dated  the  6th  December  1836,  prohibiting  the 
removal  of  apprenticed  labourers  frcnn  one  estate  to  another  without  a  reference  to  himself, 
in  order  that  his  Excellency  might  be  satisfied  that  full  justice  was  done  to  the  labourers^ 
and  that  there  should  be  no  latent  cause  for  complaint.  Special  justices  M^Leod,  Hey  land 
and  Candlin  acted  very  imprudently  in  the  business  of  these  transfers ;  as,  however,  these 
transfers  have  been  effected,  and  that  the  people  are  now  settled  in  their  new  houses  and 
grounds,  it  would  be  impolitic,  and  could  only  be  productive  of  excitement,  to  attempt  to 
send  them  back  to  the  former  estate,  even  in  the  event  of  such  a  proceeding  being  legal, 
which  his  Excellency  rather  doubts. 

7.  The 
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7.  The  ^>ecial  justices  have  been  called  upon  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  attending  BRITISH  OUIANA. 
the  issue  of  provisions  to  the  people  on  the  Sabbath  on  two  estates  in  the  Berbice  district,  — — 

and  to  deal  with  the  managers  tnereof,  under  whose  orders  or  connivance  this  irregularity 
can  be  proved  to  have  taken  place  according  to  law. 

8.  His  Excellency  is  aware  that  on  several  estates  the  hospitals  have  been  very  irregu- 
larly and  improperly  managed.  The  state  of  the  hospitals  on  the  estates  forms  now  one 
of  the  items  of  the  monthly  report  from  each  special  justice  to  the  Governor.  It  is,  how- 
ever, due  to  the  medical  gentlemen,  and  to  many  attomies  and  managers,  to  add  tliat 
there  are  many  hospitals  as  well  attended  to  in  every  particular  as  could  be  wished. 

9.  Special  justice  M'Leod  states,  that  on  the  4th  January  he  sentenced  three  of  the 
Overwinning  labourers  to  the  performance  of  hard  labour  on  the  estate  for  one  week.  Mr. 
M'Leod  appears  to  have  overlooked  the  difference  of  extra  labour,  at  the  rate  of  one  hour 
and  a  half  per  day,  which  is  all  the  extra  labour  the  estate  can  receive,  and  the  hard  labour, 
at  the  rate  of  12  hours  per  day,  which  can  only  be  carried  into  execution  in  a  gaol  or  police 
station  as  a  punishment  This  mistake  will  not,  however,  again  occur,  as  tlie  special  jus- 
tice has  been  made  aware  of  his  error. 

10.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  it  has  been  customary  for  some  time  for  all  male  prisoners 
confined  in  Georgetown  gaol  to  have  one  leg  confinea  in  the  stocks  at  night.  This  measure 
was  deemed  prudent  during  the  period  when  the  gaol  was  undergoing  repairs  and  altera- 
tions. The  Governor  is  glad,  however,  that  ydu  drew  his  attention  to  the  subject,  and  his 
Excellency  has  directed  the  sheriff  that  in  future  onl^  the  turbulent  should  be  so  confined. 
When  the  alterations  now  in  progress  are  completed,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  apply  any 
other  mode  of  restraint  than  simply  locking  the  doors  of  the  several  wards  ana  apart- 
ments. 

11.  The  Governor  has  desired  the  sheriff  to  draw  the  attention,  at  their  next  meeting,  of 
the  judges  to  the  difference  of  food  as  allowed  to  the  white  and  to  the  black  prisoner  in  the 

SLol  of  Georgetown.    The  interior  economy  of  the  gaol  rests  (by  the  colonial  law)  with 
e  judges;  this  difference  of  food  is  a  remnant  of  the  old  prejudice,  which  his  Excellency 
agrees  with  you  ou^ht  to  be  forthwith  removed. 

12.  The  Idth  article  of  the  regulations  for  the  Berbice  gaol  directs,  that  the  daily  allow- 
ance of  all  prisoners,  without  distinction,  shall  be  half  a  pound  of  salt  fish  and  12  full-grown 
plantains.  Prisoners  undergoing  solitary  confinement  are  not,  by  the  same  regulations,  to 
receive  salt  fish.    This  regulation  appears  to  his  Excellency  to  be  a  very  proper  one.    A 

Jrisoner  undergoing  hard  labour  requires  to  be  better  fed  than  one  sentenced  to  solitary  con-  - 
nement.    The  Governor  will,  however,  give  orders  to  the  sheriff  that  a  supply  of  salt  shall 
be  issued. 

13.  Cornelius,  the  apprenticed  labourer  who  is  stated  by  you  to  have  received  16  lashes  in 
the  gaol  of  Berbice,  by  order  of  the  sheriff,  whilst  undergoing  a  sentence  of  imprisonment 
awarded  to  him  by  special  justice  M^Leod,  appears,  from  the  report  of  the  sheriff,  to  be  a 
man  of  very  bad  character,  and  to  have  been  regularly  and  legally  punished.  On  the  4th 
of  November,  Cornelius  received  in  the  gaol  of  Berbice  30  lashes,  by  order  of  special  justice 
M^Leod,  for  being  a  runaway,  and  he  was  fiirther  sentenced  by  the  special  justice  as  afore- 
said to  hard  labour  for  one  month,  with  solitary  confinement  when  not  at  work.  Cornelius 
made  his  escape  fi^m  the  penal  gang,  was  tried  upon  the  22d  November,  and  found  guilty  of 
making  his  escape  from  the  penal  gang,  and  of  taking  with  him  the  gaol  clothing,  which 
had  been  supplied  to  him.  He  was  aofudged  an  additional  month  of  hard  labour.  Again, 
on  the  6th  December,  Cornelius  made  his  escape ;  he  wag  retaken,  and  sentenced  by  the 
sheriff,  under  the  8th  article  of  gaol  regulations,  to  receive  15  stripes,  and  to  perform 
hard  labour  for  an  additional  month.  Cornelius  again  made  his  escape  upon  the  15th  of 
December,  for  which  offence  he  has  been  sentenced  by  the  sheriff  to  one  month's  solitary 
confinement.  On  a  careful  review  of  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  of  Cornelius, 
his  Excellency  is  of  opinion,  that  the  first  punishment  awarded  by  special  justice  M'Leod 
was  more  severe  than  the  nature  of  the  offence  required.  The  month  s  hard  labour  would 
have  been  sufficient  without  the  flogging.  The  repeated  attempts  to  escape  from  the 
custody  of  the  sherifi*  rendered  the  subsequent  punishments  necessary.  No  corporal  punish- 
ment can,  however,  now  take  place  in  this  colony  until  the  particulars  of  the  misconduct 
calling  for  such  a  mode  of  punishment  have  been  laid  before  the  Governor.  In  the  case  of 
Cornelius,  the  sheriff  (having  previously  resorted  to  all  milder  punishment)  was  justified 
in  adopting  the  measure  he  at  last  resorted  to  for  the  maintenance  of  the  necessary  dis 
cipline  and  subordination  amongst  the  prisoners  intrusted  to  his  care.  However  averse  the 
Governor  may  be  to  corporal  pumshment,  his  Excellency  cannot  but  express  his  opinion  that 
in  this  instance  the  sheriff  acted  for  the  best.  * 

14.  The  tread-mill  regulations  at  Berbice  gaol  establish  as  the  maximum  of  labour  eight 
spells  of  15  minutes,  with  intervals  of  half  an  hour  between  each,  and  four  additional  spells  of 
12  minutes,  with  intervals  of  25  minutes  between  each.  The  whole  period  a  prisoner  can  be 
kept  during  each  day  upon  the  mill  is  consequently  two  hours  and  three  quarters  and  a  few 
seconds ;  an  amount  of  hard  labour  surely  not  beyond  the  quantum  of  that  which  an  able  and 
healthy  man  ought  to  be  compelled  to  undergo,  if  he  is  to  perform  any  hard  labour  at  all. 

15.  The  death  of  the  apprenticed  labourer,  Kendall,  attached  to  Goldstone  Hall,  was 
inquired  into  by  the  coroner  and  jury  according  to  law.  The  verdict  was,  that  Kendall 
came  by  his  death  by  drowning,  supposed  to  have  been  seized  with  a  fit  of  apoplexy  whilst 
bathing.  The  Governor  has  no  reason  to  doubt  the  propriety  and  justice  of  tnat  verdict ; 
with  wnich  the  sheriff  of  Berbice  (oae  of  the  very  best,  most  active  and  upright  magistrates 
his  Excellency  ever  met  with)  declared  himself  quite  satisfied. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.       l^-  The  last  case  brought  to  the  Grovernor's  notice  by  you  is  that  of  three  femak  appren- 
— ~  ticed  labourers,  stated  to  have  been  confined  in  the  cells  at  plantation  Goldstone  HaU  by 

order  of  the  special  justice,  and  that  one  of  the  women  alluaed  to  had  been  taken  with  the 
pains  of  labour  whilst  in  the  cell.  Special  justice  M'Leod,  in  whose  district  plantatioa 
Goldstone  Hall  is  situated,  and  to  whom  the  complaint  was  referred,  denies  that  any  pregnant 
women  have  been  confined  in  the  cells  at  plantation  Goldstone  Hall.  The  special  justice,  how* 
ever,  acknowledges  that  three  pre^ant  women  were  ordered  by  him  to  be  locked  up  at  night 
(in  a  room)  for  neglecting  or  refiismg  to  work  with  the  hoe  five  hours  per  day  in  weeding  a 
dam ;  and  states  that  one  of  them  was  taken  in  the  pains  of  labour  whilst  confined  in  the 
room  in  question.  At  the  advanced  period  of  pregnancy  at  which,  at  any  rate,  one 
of  these  women  appears  to  have  been,  the  Governor  cannot  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the 
special  justice,  who  has  acted  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  contained  in  his 
Excellency's  circular  of  the  Idth  May  1836 :  special  justice  M^Leod  will  be  required  to  be 
more  circumspect  in  future. 

Having  thus  gone  through  every  subject  which  you  were  good  enough  to  brin^  to  the 
Governor's  notice,  I  am  desured  to  add,  uiat  it  affords  his  Excellency  very  ^eat  satffifisu!tioii 
at  finding  so  many  of  the  complaints  to  be  capable  of  being  easily  explained  or  extenuated. 
With  the  means  at  his  Excellency's  disposal,  the  Governor  may  say,  that  if  some  thiugg 
have  been  omitted,  much  has  been  done.  From  the  ignorance  of  some,  and  the  unwillingness 
of  others,  the  progress  of  the  ^eat  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  society  of  this  colony 
may  occasionally  be  in  some  slight  decree  impeded.  Whenever  any  thing  wrong  is  howev^ 
maae  known  to  the  Governor,  a  remedy,  if  possible*  is  immediately  applied.  If  in  your  future 
excursions,  or  during  the  remainder  of  your  residence  in  this  colony,  you  should  perceive 
any  thing  which  may  appear  to  you  to  be  at  variance  with  the  words  or  the  spirit  of  the  Act 
abolishing  slavery,  tiis  Excellency  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  communicate  the  same  to  him. 
without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
John  Scoble,  Esq.  (iigMd)        H,  E.  F.  Young, 

(A  true  copy.)  Government  Secretary, 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 


—No.  IIL  — 
(No.  225.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  fironi  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart, 

Xo.  111.  Sir,  Downing-street,  19  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  No.  300,  of 
the  7th  April. 

Until  the  receipt  of  this  conununication,  it  had  not  occurred  to  me  to  hear  of 
the  mission  of  Messrs.  Lloyd  and  Scohle,  nor  was  I  even  acquainted  with  the 
names  of  these  gentlemen.  I  concur  with  you  in  thinking  that  the  result  of  this 
inquiry  is  satis&ctory.  I  fully  approve  of  the  prompt  inquiry  which  you  have 
instituted  into  every  case  of  complaint  which  was  brought  to  your  notice  by  your 
communications  with  them. 

I  am  confident  that  these  gentlemen  must  have  felt  gratified  to  you  for  the 
entire  frankness  and  unreserve  with  which  you  proffered  access  to  the  records  of 
your  government,  and  entered  into  explanations  with  them  on  a  subject,  with  re- 
gard to  which  the  people  of  this  country,  feeling  in  it  a  deep  and  just  interest, 
are  entitled  to  all  the  information  which  the  officers  of  Government  can  supply. 
In  adopting  this  course  in  the  present  instance,  you  appear  to  me  to  have  exer- 
cised a  sound  discretion,  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  express  a  hope 
that  it  will  not  produce  any  inconvenience  by  being  drawn  into  a  precedent  in 
other  cases,  when  less  reason  may  exist  for  similar  conduct  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  representative,  who  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  remembered,  cannot 
be  compelled  to  vindicate  his  administration  to  any  authority  inferior  to  that  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  or  of  Parliament. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  112.— 

(No.  363.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Gkndg. 

No»  112.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  8  August  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour,  on  the  7th  April  last,  in  my  despatch,  No.  300,  to  draw 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Scoble  in  this  colony,  and  to 

submH 
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submit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  caused  to  be  addressed  to  that  gen-  briubh  guui^a 
tleman,  acquainting  him  with  the  result  of  the  investigations  I  had  caused  to  be  — — 

made  into  the  various  irregularities  connected  with  the  treatment  of  the  appren- 
ticed labourers  which  he  had  made  known  to  me. 

Mr.  Scoble  left  this  colony  a  few  weeks  ago ;  but,  previously  to  his  departure, 
he  addressed  a  letter,  dated  16th  June,  to  the  Government  Secretary;  and  for- 
warded to  that  officer,  to  be  conununicated  to  me,  a  series  of  suggestions  (25  in 
number)  connected  with  the  government  of  the  apprenticed  labourers.     I  take  the  (A.) 

liberty  of  submitting  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  these  suggestions ;  together 
with  my  observations  and  remarks  upon  each  in  succession.     I  have  also  deemed 

it  my  duty  to  submit  my  reflections  upon  the  statements,  as   contained  in (^') 

Mr.  Scoble's  letter  to  the  (Jovernment  Secretary  (as  already  quoted)  to  your 
Lordship.  Your  Lordship  will  observe,  and  I  am  certain  with  considerable 
regret,  that  the  good  which  might  be  gained  by  the  observations  of  a  judicious 
and  impartial  traveller,  is,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Scoble,  neutralized  by  the  haste 
with  which  he  arrives  at  his  conclusions,  and,  but  too  frequently,  upon  erroneoug 
and  inaccurate  information. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Srmfth. 

Enclosures  in  No*  112. 

(A.) 

Encin  No.  118. 
Copt  of  certain  Suggestions  relative  to  the  Government  of  the  Apprenticed  Labourers  (A.) 

in  British   Guiana,  by  John  Scoble,  Esquire ;  together  with  the    Remarks  of  Ae 
Governor,  Major-general  Sir  James  Ctxrmichael  Smyth,  thereon. 

Suggestions.  Remarks. 

1 . — ^Th  AT  a  registry  should  be  1 . — A  registry  is  kept  by  the  clergymen  of  the  different 
kept  in  each  judicial  district  of  persuasions  of  the  christenings^  the  marriages,  and  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths.  the  funeral   services  they  severally  perform,   and  all 

marriages  are  moreover  registered  by  law  in  the  office 
of  the  colonial  registrar.     The  funerals  are  also  regis- 
tered (within  the  precincts  of  George  Town)  by  the 
colonial  sexton.     If  any  thing  further  should  be  consi- 
dered hereafter  advisable,  it  ought  to  be  done,  in  my  opi- 
nion, through  the  parishes,    and  by  means  of   parish 
officers.    The  special  justices  of  the  judicial  districts  are 
already  fully  occupied,  without  having  these  proposed 
additional  duties  placed  under  their  charge  or  superin- 
tendence. 
2» — All  deaths  of  apprenticed         2. — All  sudden  deaths,  and  deaths  when  the  parties 
labourers  should  be  immediately     have  not  been  attended  by  a  medical  practitioner,  must 
reported  to  the   special  justices     already  by  law  be  reported  to  the  nearest  justice  of  the 
resident  in  the  districts  in  which     peace,  who  is  enjoined  to  assemble  a  jury,  to  examine 
they  occur.  the  body,  to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  upon 

oath,  and  to  report  to  the  sheriff,  forwarding  at  the  same 

time  the  verdict  of  the  jury ;  any  thing  further  appears 

•  1  •      •         1  unnecessary,  and  a  work  of  supererogation. 

3.— The  special  justices  should         3.— I  agree  to  this  suggestion,  only  making  the  report 

be  called  on  to  report  quarterly     annual  instead  of  quarterly.     I  have  already  called  for  a 

the  number  of  free  chUdren  on  the     report  of  this  nature,  but  more  in  detail,  with  a  view  to 

estates  withm  their  jurisdictions.       adopting  some  general  plan  of  instruction.     I  beg  to 

^  refer  to  my  despatch,  No.  360,  of  the  27th  July  1837. 

4.— Greater  protection  than  at         4.— The  propriety  of  this  suggestion  is  not  very  evi- 

present  exists  is  required  for  the     dent.      There  have  been,  since  the  establishment  of 

special  justices  m  the  bond  fide     special  justices   in  this  colony,   but  two  prosecutions 

discharge  of  their  duties.  having  reference  to  their  proceedings.    Special  justice 

Ross  was  prosecuted  by  Mr.  Van  der  Pant,  a  ma- 
nager, for  illegal  imprisonment  Mr.  Ross  was  defended  by  the  Attorney- 
general  ;  the  plaintiff  was  nonsuited,  and  sentenced  by  the  supreme  court 
to  pay  treble  costs.  In  the  second  case,  viz.  that  of  special  justice  Allen, 
who  was  prosecuted  by  an  inhabitant  of  the  name  of  King,  for  illegally  con- 
fining his  arms  in  what  are  called  handstocks,  the  business  ended  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  King,  previously  to  the  trial  coming  on.  In  this  case  1  did 
not  direct  the  Attornev-general  to  defend  special  justice  Allen,  insomuch 
as  the  cu-cumstance  which  gave  rise  to  the  confinement  of  Mr.  King  did  not 
ongmate  altogether  in  a  point  of  public  duty.  I  therefore  waited  the  result  of 
the  trial  before  I  should  forn\any  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  impropriety 
of  the  conduct  of  special  justice  Allen ;  and  determined  how  far  I  should 
have  felt  justified  in  applying  to  His  Majesty's  Government  for  the  repay- 
ment of  his  expenses. 
154.— II.  X.  ^•~F««»4^^^^T^ 
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Vide  Papers  rela- 
tire  to  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery, 
1833-5,  pert  a, 
P133.. 


Suggestions. 
5. — Female  apprenticed  la- 
bourers in  a  state  of  pregnancy 
should  not  be  committed  to  gaol 
for  offences  against  ordinance, 
No.  43. 


6. — Female  apprenticed  la- 
bourers who  are  sentenced  to  the 
tread-mill  in  gaol  should  not  be 
compelled  to  put  on  their  working 
dresfiy  nor  inoeed  to  work  on  the 
mill,  in  presence  of  the  male  pri- 
soners condemned  to  the  .same 
punishment. 

7. — The  right  of  the  negro  to 
the  possession  of  his  hut  should 
be  clearly  stated,  together  with 
the  right  of  his  relations  and 
friends  to  have  access  to  him, 
agreeably  to  Lord  Glenelg's  de- 
spatch to  Sir  E.  Murray  M'Gregor, 
Baronet,  dated  28  July  1835. 


8. — ^The  right  of  non-praedials 
who  have  been  wrongly  classified 
to*  have  their  registration  revised 
should  be  decided  judicially  by 
the  chief  justice,  as  in  the  case 
of  Betsey  v,  Leid  Grenada.  The 
decision  of  the  Government  on 
the  subject  will  be  found  in  Par. 
Pap.  part  3. 

9. — The  appointment  of  ma- 
nagers, &c.  as  headboroughs,  and 
their  creatures  as  constables,  is 
open  to  serious  objection,  and  has 
been  attended  with  great  abuse. 

10. — Regulations  are  necessary 
to  enforce  the  performance  of  the 
duties  incumbent  on  justices  of 
the  peace,  headboroughs  and 
constables. 

11. — There  ought  to  be  penal- 
ties against  persons  guilty  of 
contempt  of  court  in  the  case  of 
special  justices. 

12, — Clerks  of  the  peace  are 
much  wanted  in  each  district, 
who  would  be  both  a  relief  and  a 
check  on  the  special  justices. 


13. — ^The  number  of  negro 
houses  on  the  plantations  actually 
in  cultivation  m  the  colony  should 
be  ascertained. 

14. — Places  of  temporary  re- 
fuge should  be  found  for  appren- 
ticed labourers  and  indented  ser- 
vants when  driven  from  their 
masters'  yards,  or  are  in  need  of 
medical  treatment. 

15. — Measures  should  be  taken 
to  secuie  a  provision  for  aged,  in- 
firm and  diseased  negroes  at  the  ter- 
mination of  their  apprenticeship. 


Rbharks. 

5. — Female  af^rentieed  labourers  in  a  state  of  preg- 
nancy are  prohibited  from  being  put  on  the  tread-miU, 
or  being  compelled  to  perform  hard  labour.  I  cannot 
however  go  the  length  that  Mr.  Scoble  proposes, 
namely,  that  a  female  apprenticed  labourer  in  a  state  of 
pregnancy  is  not  to  be  committed  to  prison  for  any 
offence  she  may  commit  against  any  of  toe  enactmentB 
of  ordinance,  No.  4d« 

a. — Female  apprenticed  labourers  sentenced  to  the 
tread-mill  do  not  put  on  their  gaol  dresses  in  presence 
of  the  male  prisoners.  They  have  a  distinct  room  to 
themselves.  To  prevent,  however,  the  possibility  of  any 
indelicacy  taking  place,  the  sheriff  has  be^i  directed 
never  to  allow  ^wsAe  prisoners  hereafter  to  be  pkoed 
upon  the  tread-mill  at  toe  same  time  with  prisoners  of 
the  other  sex. 

7. — I  should  not  anticipate  any  practical  good  fixim 
the  discussions  which  could  not  out  arise  if  this  sug- 
gestion was  acted  upon.  Few,  if  any,  inconveniences  are 
round  to  arise  from  the  present  state  of  the  law,  and  the 
general  understanding  which  prevails  throughout  the 
colony  upon  this  subject.  After  the  1st  of  August  1840 
the  house  of  the  labourer  will  be  held  by  him  on  as  firm 
a  tenure  as  that  by  which  any  cottager  in  England  has 
possession  of  his  dwelHug.  i  think  it  rather  advisable 
to  avoid  defining  too  scrupulously  rights  and  privileges 
which  will  so  simtly  find  their  level. 

8. — I  concur  decidedly  in  the  propriety  of  this  sug- 
gestion. I  beg  to  refer  to  the  6th  paragraph  of  my 
despatch  to  your  Lordship,  of  the  15th  November  1836, 
No.  79,  upon  the  subject  It  is  my  intention  early 
next  spring  to  introduce  an  ordinance,  extending  the 
power  of  tne  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  so  as  to 
allow  them  some  additional  mondis  for  the  correction 
of  erroneous  registration. 

9. — ^The  appointment  of  headboroughs  and  constables 
are  made  by  the  special  justices  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts. I  do  not  see  how,  m  the  absence  of  any  police, 
we  could  do  without  them.  If  any  headborough  abuses 
his  authority,  and  such  abuse  is  made  known  to  me,  of 
course  he  would  be  removed. 

10. — I  know  not  what  further  regulations  are  required 
than  those  contained  in  the  several  ordinances. 


11. — The  special  justice  can  of  course  commit  for  con- 
tempt of  court.     I  do  not  see  what  further  is  required. 


12, — I  agree  to  the  propriety  of  this  suggestion.  I  have 
more  than  once  suggested  the  idea  of  clerks  of  the  peace 
being  appointed  for  each  of  the  three  districts  into  which 
the  colony  is  divided.  It  is,  however,  necessary  that  not 
only  the  members  of  the  court  of  policy,  but  also  the 
financial  representatives,  should  concur  in  the  pro- 
priety of  such  appointments  before  they  would  sanction 
the  expense. 

13. — ^The  number  of  negro-houses  upon  the  several 
estates  is  already  well  known.  There  is  hardly  an 
estate  in  this  colony,  out  of  debt,  on  which  new  and 
superior  cottages  to  those  formerly  in  use  are  not  now 
bemg  built. 

14. — ^This  suggestion  is  quite  unnecessary;  appren- 
ticed labourers  and  indented  servants  are  supplied  with 
medical  treatment  by  their  employers.  It  is  in  contem- 
plation to  establish  dispensaries  for  the  relief  of  such 
mdigent  sick  as  hereatter  may  have  no  claim  upon 
their  employers. 

15. — This  suggestion  would,  at  any  rate,  of  course 
have  been  a  matter  of  consideration  and  arrangement 
after  the  1st  August  1840 ;  at  present  it  is  unnecessary. 
It  will  not  be  forgotten. 

16.  Sick 
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Suggestions. 
16. — Sick-honses    should     be 
kept  unlocked  during  the  day. 


17.  —  Apprenticed  labourers 
about  to  be  brought  before  the 
special  justice  should  hare  due 
notice  of  the  charges  to  be  pre- 
ferred against  them  by  their  em- 
ployers ;  and  be  allowed  to  take 
witnesses  for  their  defence  with 
them. 


18. — Special  justices  should 
not  be  allowed  to  pass  conditional 
sentences  on  apprenticed  la- 
bourers. 


19. — No  apprenticed  labourer 
should  be  brought  before  a  spe- 
cial justice,  except  upon  summons 
duly  issued. 

20. — Steps  should  be  taken  to 
supply  the  apprenticed  labourers 
with  a  sufficient  supply  of  food. 


21, — ^The  circumstances  of  the 
apprenticed  labourers  at  the  wood- 
cutting establishments  should 
be  inquired  into,  destitute  as 
they  are  both  of  the  protection 
of  the  special  justices  and  the 
aid  of  medical  practitioners. 


22. — The  gaol  surgeon  should 
not  be  permitted  to  supply  the 
patients  under  his  care  either  with 
medicine  or  food. 


23. — It  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  uniformity  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Abolition  Law 
by  the  special  justices. 


24. — Above  all,  there  should 
be  a  superintending  special  jus- 
tice, whose  business  it  should 
be  to  visit  each  district,  to  at- 
tend to  special  cases,  tec. 


154.— -IL 


Remarks. 

16. — I  differ  with  this  suggestion.  The  sick-houses 
should  be  locked  or  opened  according  to  circumstances. 
The  arrangjement  at  present  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
special  justice,  and  to  nim  it  may  safely  be  confided. 

17. — The  latter  part  of  this  suggestion  is  a  truism 
which  nobody  can  deny,  and  which,  I  hope,  in  no  case 
has  been  overlooked  by  any  special  justice.  With  re- 
spect to  due  notice  of  the  charges  against  them,  Mr. 
ocoble  ought  to  define  what  he  means  by  due  notice. 
If  he  requires  further  notice  than  that  given  by  the  deli- 
very of  the  summons,  I  disagree  with  him.  The  ordi- 
nance, Nop  43  (ch.  2,  s.  819),  is  sufficiently  clear 
upon  these  points.  If  in  any  case  they  have  not  been 
attended  to,  the  special  justice  proceeding  irregularly  to 
convict  an  offender,  of  course  has  laid  himself  open  to 
severe  censure.  I  am  not,  however,  aware  of  any  such 
erroneous  conduct.  The  records  transmitted  to  the 
office  of  the  Government  Secretary,  on  the  contrary, 
show,  generally,  evidence  of  the  several  enactments 
having  been  carefully  complied  with. 

18. — I  cannot  agree  to  this  suggestion.  I  think  a 
special  justice  who  sentences  an  offender  to  so  many 
hours  of  exti*a  work,  but  leaves  an  authority  with  the 
manager  of  that  estate  not  to  enforce  the  whole  of  the 
sentence,  provided  the  labourer  conducts  himself  more 
to  his  satisfaction,  and  expresses  sorrow  for  his  offence, 
cannot  be  said  to  act  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the 
apprenticed  labourer.  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  condi- 
tional sentences  of  such  a  nature  done  away  with. 

19. — ^This  suggestion  is  already  met  and  provided 
for  in  ordinance  43. 


20.— My  letter  of  the  29th  April  to  Messrs.  M'Turk. 
Lane  and  Fullarton,  a  copy  of  which  was  foi'warded 
to  your  Lordship  in  despatch  of  the  29th  April  1837, 
No.  310,  will  show  that  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
this  very  important  subject 

21. — Local  circumstances,  of  course,  prevent  the  ap- 
prenticed labourers  employed  upon  remote  wood-cutting 
establishments  from  being  so  carefully  looked  after  as 
those  who  form  a  more  dense  population.  Reference, 
however,  to  the  registrar's  returns  during  the  period  of 
slavery  will  show  that  the  mortality  amongst  labourers 
so  situated  was  less  than  on  other  establishments.  In 
a  Bill  now  before  the  court  of  policy,  providing  for  the 
superintendence  of  the  rivers  and  creeks  of  this  colony, 
I  have  proposed  arrangements  which  will  lessen  the 
force  of  Mr.  Scoble's  remark. 

22. — ^This  objection  is  good  in  theory ;  in  practice, 
however,  it  is  not  very  important,  inasmuch  as  the  daily 
average  number  of  patients  does  not  exceed  five,  for 
each  of  whom  the  gaol  surgeon  receives  an  allowance 
of  one  guilder  per  diem.  His  total  receipts  for  the  year 
1836  amounted  to  287/.  sterling. 

23.— It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  15  gentlemen, 
taken  from  various  professions,  and  having  received  dif- 
ferent educations,  should  adopt  the  same  views  in  ad- 
ministering the  details  of  the  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  apprenticed  labourers.  If  the  special 
justices  in  British  Guiana  err,  it  is  not  for  want  of  de- 
tailed instructions  and  detailed  information  upon  ever^ 
point  connected  with  their  duty  having  been  repeatedly 
and  earnestly  communicated  to  them. 

24. — If  this  suggestion  bad  been  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operation  of  the  aM)rentice  labour 
system,  I,  for  one,  should  probably  nave  deemed  it 
advisable.  Now,  however,  that  more  than  one-half  of 
the  period  of  the  apprenticeship  has  passed  away,  that 
the  information  wmch  such  a  superintending  officer 
might  usefully,  at  first,  have  imparted  to  the  executive 
government  has  been  acquired  m  the  course  of  its  ex- 
perience of  the  working  of  the  system,  I  think  that  the 
L  2  danger 
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26.— There  ought  to  be  a  me- 
dical board  to  inspect  the  sick- 
hooses,  and  to  fiame  rules  for 
their  government. 


8  August  1837. 


Remarks. 
dancer  of  lessening  the  authority  of  the  special  justices 
in  tne  eyes  of  both  employer  and  Iftbourer  is  not  coun^ 
terbalanced  by  the  presumed  advantage  of  a  new  office, 
requiring  a  special  law  for  its  creation. 

25. — A  superintending  medical  man  would  have  been 
a  useful  officer,  had  such  an  appointment  been  made  at 
the  commencement  of  the  system.  I  am  disposed,  how- 
ever, so  far  to  concur  in  tliis  and  the  preceding  sug- 
gestion, as  to  turn  over  in  my  mind  the  propriety  of 
sending  occasionally  commissioners  to  the  more  remote 
districts,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  and  reporting 
upon  the  state  of  the  peasantry,  and  the  administraticm 
or  the  laws  aflFecting  them.  If,  after  well  weighing  the 
subject,  I  should  deem  it  advisable  to  send  such  com- 
missioners, I  shall  have  the  honour  to  report  to  your 
Lordship  accordingly. 

(signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


e<B.) 


(B.) 
Extracts  from  a  LETTER  addressed  on  the  16th  June  1837,  by  John  Seoble,  Esq., 
to  the  Honourable  Henry  Young,  Qovemment  Secretary ;  together  with  Remarks  by 
Major-general  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Bart,  Governor  of  British  Guiana. 


Extracts. 
1 . — Sev  BR  al  cases  of  sudden  death,  or  death 
resulting  from  want  of  medical  treatment, 
have  come  under  my  notice  since  I  came 
to  the  colony,  on  which  no  inquests  have 
been  held. 


2. — ^The  mortality  among  the  free  children 
in  British  Guiana  has  been  very  great  since 
the  1st  August  1834.  It  is  a  matter  of 
the  first  moment  that  these  little  ones  should 
be  cared  for,  and  not  left  to  the  mercies  of 
men  alike  destitute  of  justice  and  humanity. 

3. — ^A  short  time  since  I  found  four  women 
in  gaol,  committed  by  special  justice  Lyons, 
for  contumaciously  refusing  to  do  the  work 

g'ven  them,  from  me  lOth  to  the  17th  May. 
ebecca  appeared  to  be  eight  months,  Ma- 
deline and  Matilda  seven  months,  and  Eu- 
ropa  six  months  advanced  in  pregnancy. 
They  belonged  to  Vryheid's  Lust.  They 
stated  that  uie  work  given  them  was  entirely 
beyond  their  strength;  they  appeared  to  have 
suffered  much  from  their  confinement.  They 
were  sentenced  to  gaol  for  14  days. 

4. — Sometimes  pregnant  women  have  been 
sentenced  to,  and  worked  on,  the  mill. 


5.-  I  have  seen  the  women  in  tears  when 
they  have  been  compelled  to  undress  in  the 
room  appropriated  to  them  for  that  purpose 
in  the  mill.  Their  room  is  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  men. 


6. — Instances  are  continually  occurring  of 
the  interposition  of  managers  to  prevent  rela- 
tions and  friends  from  visiting  each  other. 
A  short  time  since  two  men,  who  have  wives, 
on  plantation  Arcadia  (Mr.  Mackinnon,  ma- 
nager), were  both  assaulted  by  him,  his  over- 
seer and  a  constable,  and  finally  locked  up 
in  the  sick-house  for  the  nieht  It  appears 
next  morning  they  went  and  complained  to 

Caj^taiii 


Remarks. 

1. — All  cases  of  sudden  death  ought, 
under  the  ordinance  establishing  coroners, 
to  be  reported  to  the  nearest  justice  of  the 
peace,  if  any  sudden  death  has  not  been  so 
reported,  if  the  particulars  are  made  known 
to  me,  the  Attorney-general  shall  be  directed 
to  prosecute  for  the  penalty. 

2.— I  have  already  had  the  honour  of  draw- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
this  subject* 


3. — ^The  explanation  of  special  justice 
Lyons,  relative  to  the  four  women  alluded  to 
in  this  paragraph,  will  be  found  attached  to 
this  document,  under  letter  (A.),  and  I  feel  it 
due  to  that  officer  to  add,  that  to  me  it  is 
perfectly  satisfactory. 


4. — If  pregnant  women  have  been  so  sen- 
tenced, it  has  been  done  contrary  to  regula- 
tion. To  prevent^  however,  all  misconcep- 
tions upon  this  subject,  I  have  issued  an 
order  to  the  respective  sheriffs  and  gaol- 
keepers,  never  to  plaoe  a  female,  under  any 
circumstances,  upon  the  treadmill. 

5. — ^The  high  sheriff,  as  also  the  gaoler^ 
deny  the  accuracy  of  that  part  of  this  state- 
ment which  has  reference  to  the  apartments 
of  the  women  being  open  to  the  mspection 
of  the  men :  vide  Enclosure  (B.)  From  my 
own  personal  knowledge  of  the  gaol,  I  agree 
with  the  high  sheriff  and  the  gaoler. 

6. — ^The  cases  here  alluded  to  have  been  re- 
ferred to  special  justice  Delafons  for  inves- 
tigation. His  report  will  be  found  attached 
under  letter  (C.) 
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Extracts. 
Captain  Delafons,  who  told  them  the  ma- 
nager had  a  right  to  prevent  their  going  on 
the  estate  if  he  chose :  whether  any  redress 
has  been  afforded  these  men,  I  am  not  able 
to  say. 

7. — The  circumstances  of  those  negroes 
who  ought  to  have  been  registered  non-prae- 
dials,  in  consequence  of  their  having  hereto- 
fore been  employed  in  domestic  offices,  cer- 
tainly requires  instant  attention;  not  only 
are  they  hable,  under  their  present  circum- 
stances, to  serve  two  years  more  than  their 
appointed  time,  but  they  can  be  sent  mto 
the  field  to  satisfy  the  caprice  of  a  house- 
keeper, or  the  whim  of  a  manager;  and  if  to 
avoid  that,  to  them  degrading  and  painful 
alternative,  they  seek  to  purchase  the  residue 
of  their  apprenticeship,  they  are  compelled 
to  pay  double  or  treble  their  actual  value. 

8. — Only  such  managers  as  are  known  to 
be  just  and  humane  snould  be  appointed 
headboroughs. 

9. — ^Go  in  whatever  direction  you  please, 
you  will  generally  find  the  negro-huts  in  a 
most  wretched  state ;  the  married  and  the 
unmarried  crowded  together,  whole  femilies 
occupying  single  apartments ;  mahy  without 
houses,  and  obliged  to  shift  for  themselves. 
On  some  estates,  the  labourers  have  actually 
been,  for  several  years,  without  accommoda- 
tion. A  man  from  Sage  Pond  complained, 
in  my  presence,  as  well  as  that  of  nis  ma- , 
nager,  that  he  had  been  destitute  of  a  hut 
for  ^ears ;  that  he  had  complained  again  and 
agam  to  the  manager  about  it,  without  effect; 
that  he  had  lefl  the  estate  in  consequence  of 
it,  and  had  been  flogged  twice  by  Captain 
Delafons ;  that  he  had  told  Captain  Delafons 
the  cause  of  his  leaving  the  estate,  and  that 
nothing  whatever  had  been  done  to  redress 
the  gnevance;  that  many  others  were  in 
similar  circumstances  with  himself;  and  that 
the  general  character  of  the  huts  was  most 
wretched. 

10. — On  the  larger  estates,  such  as  the 
Kitty  and  La  Penitence,  tfie  huts  are 
crowded,  every  room  being  occupied ;  the 
married  people  have  no  privacy,  and  the 
younger  people  are  allowed,  too  frequently, 
to  herd  together  to  the  great  deterioration 
of  their  morals ;  on  Le  Repentir,  in  one  hut, 
may  be  found  two  families,  consisting  of  11 
people,  and  one  old  man.  The  accommoda- 
tion of  the  negroes  is  very  bad;  Mr.  Arrindell 
himself  told  me  it  would  cost  1,200/.  or 
1,400 Z.  to  put  them  to  rights;  and  that, 
being  only  the  renter  of  the  estate  for  a 
limited  time,  he  would  not  go  to  that  ex- 
pense. 

11. — I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Arrindell  has 
xrontracte'd  to  cleanse  the  Lamaha  canal,  thus 
making  the  people  a  job-gjmg ;  the  women 
are,  at  present,  at  work  m  it ;  and  the  men 
are  to  follow  them  in  a  short  time;  the 
people  are  suffering  much  from  this  arrange- 
ment, and  are  likely  to  suffer  more  before 
it  is  finished. 

12. — ^The  number  of  aged,  infirm  and  dis- 
eased negroes,  including  lepers,  is  very 
great,  much  larger,  indeed,  than  is  generally 
supposed ;  something  must  be  done  for  these 
poor  creatures  or  they  will  starve  and  perish, 
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7. — ^I  beg  to  refer  to  my  despatch  of  the 
15th  November  1836,  No.  79,  the  6th  para- 
graph of  which  is  upon  this  subject.  It  is 
my  intention,  early  in  the  spring  of  next 
year,  to  bring  forward,  in  the  court  of  policy, 
an  ordinance,  empowering  the  judges  of  the 
court  to  rectify  erroneous  registrations  within 
a  limited  period. 


.  8. — ^The  appointment  of  headboroughs  and 
constables  is  with  the  special  justices.  If 
they  misconduct  themselves,  they  are  of 
course  liable  to  be  removed  from  office. 

9.-^1  deny  the  correctness  of  the  general 
assertion;  very  many  of  the  negro-houses  are 
as  comfortable  and  in  as  good  order  as  could 
be  desired.  There  is  a  general  spirit  of  im- 
provement prevailing  at  this  mom)ent;  and 
the  advertisements  m  the  newspapers  vrill 
show  that  the  proprietors  are,  very  generally, 
incurring  considerable  expense  in  buildii]^ 
detached  cottages,  in  lieu  of  the  long  ranges 
of  buildings  formerly  constructed.  With  re- 
ference to  the  case  stated  to  have  occurired 
at  plantation  Sage  Pond,  the  report  of  special 
justice  Delafons  will  be  founa  under  letter 
(D.)  The  conduct  of  the  special  justice,  in 
flogging  the  man  in  question,  I  much  disap- 
prove of;  but  I  myself  saw  the  apartment  at 
Sage  Pond,  which  was  stated  to  oe  his,  and 
do  not  conceive  that  he,  as  a  single  man, 
had  any  cause  to  complain. 


10. — Having  referred  this  statement  to  the 
proper  authonties,  I  subjoin  their  reports, 
under  letters  (E.),  (F.)  and  (G.)  The  evik 
complained  of  are  in  progress  of  being  re- 
medied. 


11. — Subjoined,  under  letter  (H.),  is  the 
report  of  the  special  justice  of  the  district. 


12. — ^This  is  a  matter  for  future  arrange- 
ment, which  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  will 
not  be  overlooked  in  frammg  the  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  labouring  population  for 
the  period  after  the  1st  August  1840. 

[  2  13.— This 
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Extracts. 

13. — ^The  apprenticed  labourers  are  brought 
without  any  previous  intimation  before  the 
special  justice;  the  charge  then  preferred  is 
sustained  by  the  evidence  of  the  manager, 
overseer  or  driver;  no  witnesses  are  called 
for  the  defence ;  and  after  the  usual  '*  What 
have  you  got  to  say  for  yourself?"  the  ac- 
cused is  convicted  and  punished.  The  pro- 
ceedings before  the  special  justice  are  too 
frequ^itly  a  mere  mockery  of  justice.  The 
wprentices  feel  it  to  be  so;  and  sullenly 
eubmit  to  that  which  appears  inevitable. 

14. — Conditional  sentences  are  cleariy  il- 
legal ;  they  place  a  power  in  the  employer's 
hands  whien  he  wields  with  tremendous 
severity.  Mr.  Kellock  is  said  to  be  famous 
for  these  sentences,  and  other  acts  of  his, 
which  are  equally  illegal;  such  as  the  in- 
fliction of  pecuniary  fines,  giving  the  medical 
tnen  authority  to  lock  sore-feet  people  in  the 
stocks,  &c.  &c.  These  things  have  given 
him  high  repute  with  the  planters  in  his 
district ;  one  of  them  has  built  a  house  on 
Leguan  expressly  for  his  acconmodation ; 
and  others  have  subscribed  and  purchased 
him  a  boat ;  and  have  further  determined  to 
supply  him  vrith  two  men,  at  a  cost  of  about 
70  joes  per  annum.  A  friend  of  mine  has 
seen  the  list  of  subscribers,  and  the  propor- 
tions that  they  have  consented  to  pay. 


15. — I  do  not  believe  there  are  50  estates 
in  British  Guiana  vtrhere  the  people  get  their 
iull  allowance  of  plantains  and  salt  fish. 
About  two*thirds  of  the  quantity  is  as  much 
aa  they  get  on  most  plantations;  and  on 
some,  scarcely  more  tbuui  one^half !  When 
rice  or  com-meal  is  substituted  £>r  plan- 
tains, it  does  not  last  them  more  than  half 
of  the  week.  If  it  be  inauii^  how  they  sup- 
port themselves  under  tnese  circumstances, 
the  reply  is,  that  they  go  to  the  neighbour- 
ing estates,  and  beg  of  those  who  are  better 
off  than  themselves ;  and  that  feilmg  diem, 
they  pilfer.  This  I  have  had  from  their  own 
Hps,  m  difier^it  parts  of  the  colony. 

16. — ^There  are,  I  believe,  70  or  80  esta- 
blishments up  the  Uemerara  river  alone,  on 
which  there  are  a  large  number  of  appren- 
ticed labourers  destitute  of  religious  instruc- 
tion, magisterial  protection  and  medical 
advice.  It  would  oe  well  if  some  gentle- 
men, in  whom  confidence  could  be  placed, 
were  commissioned  to  visit  these  establish- 
ments, and  report  upon  them.  If  this  were 
done,  I  think  sufficient  reason  would  be  dis- 
covered to  prevent  any  more  grants  of  land 
for  the  purposes  of  such  establishments; 
imless  the  parties  would  guarantee  that  none 
but  free  persons  should  be  employed  thereon. 


Remarks. 
1 3. — ^This  is  a  most  ernnieous  representa- 
tion of  the  proceedings  of  the  special  justiees. 
Although  I  have  had,  occasionally,  reason 
to  be  much  dissatisfied  with  several  indivi- 
dual magistrates,  yet  I  cannot  agree  in  the 
propriety  of  such  a  sweeping  condemnation 
of  them  as  a  body. 


14. — Mr.  Kellock  is  one  of  the  very  best 
of  my  special  justices.  The  boat  said  to 
have  been  subscribed  for  and  purchased  fer 
him,  I  myself  purchased  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
King's  chest  (as  per  receipt  annexed,  under 
letter  I.),  to  enable  him  to  visit  the  different 
islands  of  which  his  district  is  composed.  I 
have  already  given  my  opinion  of  conditional 
sentences,  and  which  I  here  repeat :  the  hi 
of  a  boat's  crew  for  the  service  of  the  special 
justice  is  defrayed  by  a  small  assessment  on 
the  plantations  of  his  district.  It  was  dis- 
cussed in  the  combined  court,  whether  tins 
item  of  expense  should  be  deifrayed  out  of 
the  general  revenue,  or  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue as  a  charge  upon  the  proprietors  of  the 
district.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  court  that 
the  present  arrangement  should  continue. 
The  special  justice  neither  receives  the  money 
nor  pays  the  people.  The  crew  are  provided 
for  him. 

15. — On  estates  where  salt  fish  and  plan- 
tains are  issued,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
labourers  are  pafectly  well  fed.  I  agrae 
that  the  existing  allowance  of  rice  or  com- 
meal,  when  substituted  for  plantains,  is  not 
sufficient.  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  despatches 
of  the  23d  and  29th  April,  Nos.  304  aad  310,* 
upon  the  subject. 

*  FiANos.  115&  116. 


«  August  1837. 


16. — From  the  last  estate  to  the  residence 
of  the  postholder,  there  we — 
2  Justices  of  the  peace. 
2  Medical  men. 
2  Catechists. 
1  Clergyman. 

„Q^  ^Labourers,  males  and  females. 

It  would  therefor^  appear  that  the  1,781 
apprenticed  labourers  located  at  the  dif- 
ferent wood-cutting  establishments  up  the 
Demerara  river,  if  not  so  well  suppliea  with 
medical  advice  as  could  be  vrished — if  not  so 
fully  under  magisterial  protection  as  mi^ht 
be  advisable — if  not  so  amply  provided  with 
religious  instruction  as  would  oe  desirable,* 
are  nevertheless  not  so  completely  destitute 
in  those  essential  particulars  as  represented 
by  Mr.  Scoble. 

(signed)        J.  Ckxrmickael  Smytk, 
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LIST  of  Enclosures  to  accompany  these  Remarks.  BRITISH  guiana 

(A.)*-Report  from  Special  Justice  Lyons,  respecting  the  Impritoiiment  of  four  Women  in  gaol^  

belonging  to  Plantation  Vryheid's  Lust. 
(B.>-«Xetter  from  the  Hig^  Sheriff,  and  Enclosures  relative  to  the  Apartment  for  the  Women,  when 

preparing  for  the  Treadmill,  not  being  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Men. 
(C.) — Report  from  Special  Justice  Delafons,  relatiTe  to  two  Labourers  not  being  permitted  to  visit 

tiieir  Wives,  located  on  Plantation  Arcadia. 
(D.)— Report  of  Special  Justice  Delaibns,  rdbtive  to  a  Labourer  belonging  to  Plantation  Sage 

rond,  having  been  twice  flogged  by  his  authorit)r,  for  leaving  the  estate. 
(£.)>  (F.),  (G.) — Reports  relative  to  the  accommodation  for  the  Apprenticed  Labourers  on  the  Planta* 

tions  Kitty,  La  Penitence,  and  La  Repentir. 
(H.)-»Report  of  Special  Justice  Allen,  relative  to  the  employment  of  the  Labourers  belonging  to  La 

Repentir,  in  cleaning  out  the  Lahama  CanaU 
(I.)— Copy  of  the  Receipt  for  the  Purchase-money  of  a  Boat,  fbr  the  service  of  Special  Justice 

Kellock.  . 

8  August  1837.  (signed)         «7.  Carmichad  Smtfth. 

(A.) 
Sir,  District  B.,  29  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the 
subject  of  four  pregnant  women,  Rebecca,  Europa,  Matilda,  Madeline,  apprenticed 
labourers,  attached  to  plantation  Vryheid's  Lust. 

I  have^  &c. 

Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young y  Gov.  Sec.  (signed)        A,  W,  Lyws^  b.j.p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Report. 

The  apprenticed  labourers,  Rebecca,  Europa,  Matilda,  Madeline,  were  brouffht  before  me? 
the  17th  May,  and  chained  by  J.  H.  Haly,  manager  of  plantation  Vryheid's  Lust,  with 
contumaciously  refusing  to  do  any  work ;  to  which  charge  they,  the  said  labourers  attached 
to  plantation  Vryheid's  Lust,  nleaded  gnihy,  Aat  they  vrere  pregnant  and  unable  to  work. 

I  told  them  they  must  do  a  little  work,  as  it  was  better  for  them  than  to  sit  down  in  their 
houses ;  they  said  no,  they  would  do  no  work.  I  then  said,  if  you  will  try  and  do  a  Uttle 
work  about  the  yard,  and  which  is  all  the  work  the  manager  wishes  you  to  perform,  in 
weeding  about  his  house  with  a  hoe,  and  only  do  what  you  are  able,  if  you  will  promise  me 
this,  I  vnll  not  punish  you ;  I  know  you  are  able  to  do  this,  because  I  have  seen  you  go  to 
George  Town  with  a  large  tray  of  yams  and  other  things  on  your  hours  on  Saturdays,  and 
you  refuse  to  do  any  thing  for  your  employer.  I  argued  with  them  in  this  way  some  time, 
but  I  found  all  remonstrance  vain ;  they  were  determined  not  to  do  any  thing ;  and  under 
these  circumstances,  I  sentenced  them  to  two  weeks'  confinement  in  the  colony  gaol.  Rebecca, 
who  appeared  to  his  Excellency's  informant  eight  months  with  child  on  the  18th  May,  is 
not  yet  confined,  the  29th  July. 

(signed)        A.  W.  Lyons^  s.j.p. 

(B.) 
Sir,  High  SheriflTs  Office,  20  June  1837. 

Iv  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information 
of  Ills  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  I  lost  no  time  in  calling  on  Mr;  Horan,  the  keeper  of 
his  Majesty's  gaol  in  George  Town,  to  report  on  the  statement  made  to  his  Excellency, 
▼iz: — 

Ist. — ^That  the  room  appropriated  to  the  women  at  the  treadmill,  and  in  which  they 

change  their  dresses,  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  men,  and, 
2d. — ^That  the  men  are  worked  with  the  women. 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  lay  over  Mr.  Horan's  reply,  to  which  I  beg  to  refer  his 
Excellency. 

With  respect  to  the  first  point,  I  can  folly  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Horan's 
statement,  and  forther,  that  from  the  position  of  the  door  of  the  women's  room  with  respect 
ii^  the  men's  room,  they  cannot  see  into  that  room  when  the  door  is  open. 

On  the  second  point,  I  believe  the  orders  which  I  gave  to  Mr.  Horan,  not  to  allow  the 
women  to  be  taken  to  the  mill-house  until  the  men  nad  finished  their  spells,  and  been 
removed  back  to  their  respective  wards,  have  been,  with  the  exceptions  stated  by  Mr,  Horam 
attended  to  ;  yet  to  prevent  any  mistakes  or  misconceptions  in  future,  I  have  now  directed 
that,  under  no  circumstances  whatever,  are  the  women  to  be  taken  to  the  mill  until  the  men 
itfe  removed  back  to  their  wards,  so  long  as  the  present  mill-house  is  made  use  of;  as  soon 
as  the  new  building  in  the  eaol  is  finished,  and  the  mill  removed  into  the  compartment 
allotted  to  it,  the  separation m^the  classes  will  be  more  complete  than  could  be  in  the  present 
buildings. 

r^have,  8uj. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Gov.  Sec.  (signed)        George  Bagot. 

&c.  &c.  &b. 
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Sir,  Demerara,  Colonial  Gaol,  20  June  1837. 

I  BEG  leave  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  honour's  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  and  for  the  infor- 
mation of  his  Excellency  tne  Governor,  that  the  room  appropriated  to  the  women  at  the 
treadmill  is  not  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  men,  it  being  close  boarded  in,  and  the  door  and 
window  opening  indirections  that  could  not  possibly  affora  an  opportunity  for  such  inspection ; 
neither  are  the  women,  under  any  circumstances,  compelled  or  allowed  to  undress  in  a  room 
open  to  the  inspection  of  the  men.  The  women  have,  for  the  last  two  years,  been  worked 
on  the  treadmill  by  themselves,  and  never  taken  there  until  after  the  men  had  been  removed 
from  the  mill-house,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  times,  when  the  number  of  women 
condemned  to  be  worked  on  the  treadmill  did  not  exceed  three  or  four,  which  number  was 
insufficient  of  themselves  to  work  the  mill,  and  they  were,  under  these  circumstances, 
worked  on  one  end  of  the  wheel  of  the  mill,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  men  placed  on  the 
other  end  to  make  up  the  spell ;  whenever  there  was  any  other  employment  coming  under 
the  denomination  of  hard  labour  in  the  gaol,  I  have,  under  such  circumstances  as  tte  latter, 
employed  the  women  in  it  in  preference.  In  short,  from  the  strict  injunctions  that  your 
honour  gave  me  immediately  after  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  appomt  me  to  this  office 
in  November  1833,  to  carefully  guard  against  the  male  and  female  prisoners  having  imj 
communication  with  each  other  that  could  possibly  be  prevented,  and  convinced  as  I  was  of 
the  moral  propriety  and  necessity  of  such  attention,  1  beg  to  assure  your  honour  that  I 
have  made  it  a  paramount  duty  to  enforce  this  salutary  regulation  to  the  utmost 

From  the  great  influx  of  female  prisoners  condenmed  to  the  treadmill  in  the  latter  part  of 
1834  and  the  beginning  of  1835,  we  were,  during  those  periods,  necessitated  .to  work  them 
separate  from  the  males ;  and  in  Jime  1835,  your  honour  directed  that  the  old  practice  of 
taking  the  males  and  females  together  to  the  mill-house  was  to  be  dis<:ontinued,  unless  the 
number  of  females  were  insufficient  of  themselves  to  work  the  mill.  The  inspection  of  the 
treadmill  rooms  will  convince  your  honour  of  the  correctness  of  my  explanation  respeetiDg 
them,  if  their  situation  be  not  fresh  in  your  recollection  from  your  former  numartms 
instructions. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  his  Honour  George  Bagot,  (signed)        P.  Horan,  Keeper. 

High  Sheriff  of  British  Gmana,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


(C.) 

Sir,  30  July  1837,  Hague. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  with  an  extract  from 
a  statement  made  respecting  husbands  being  prevented  from  visiting  their  wives  on  planta- 
tion Arcadia,  and  have  the  honour  to  acquamt  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  that  on  the  21st  March  1837,  a  complaint  was  made  to  me  by  Wren,  aa 
apprenticed  labourer  on  plantation  Profit,  and  June,  an  apprenticed  labourer  on  plantation 
Henry,  against  Mr.  M^Kinnon,  the  manager  of  plantation  Mocha  and  Arcadia,  for  beating, 
throwing  into  the  trench  and  confining  Wren  on  the  night  of  the  20th  March,  and  for 
having  confined  June  on  the  same  ni^ht,  and  liberating  hnn  the  next  morning  at  six  a.  v., 
they  having  both  gone  to  plantation  Arcadia  to  see  their  wives. 

I  made  a  veiy  strict  and  particular  inquiry  into  both  their  complaints,  and  found  June 
was  the  first  aggressor;  as,  when  he  passed  Mr.  M^Kinnon  going  into  plantation  Arcadia, 
Mr.  M*Kinnon  mquired,  "  Who  is  that  ?  "  June  made  answer,  "What  is  that  to  you?  are 
you  deaner  of  the  canal,  to  be  asking  people  who  they  are  ? "  June  acknowledged  he 
knew  it  was  Mr.  M'Kinnon  who  made  the  inquiry.  Now  it  was  proved  he  had  before  beea 
insulted  when  in  his  house  by  individuals  belonging  to  other  estates  going  to  visit  the 
apprenticed  labourers  on  plantation  Arcadia,  but  not  lowing  whom  it  was,  Mr,  M'Kinnoii 
followed  June  to  the  negro-houses,  and  desired  him  to  begone  from  the  estate,  as  he  did  not 
belong  to  it,  it  being  then  near  nine  p.  m.  June  said  he  would  not  go ;  a  constable  was  called 
to  turn  him  away,  when  he  again  said  he  would  not  go,  but  would  rather  be  locked  up,  for 
that  he  had  as  much  right  there  as  Mr.  M^Kinnon,  and  would  come  in  defiance  of  them  alL 
When  taken  to  the  hospital,  he  was  again  told  to  leave  the  estate,  but  would  not,  and  Mr. 
M'Kinnon,  seeing  he  had  been  so  very  impudent,  and  continuing  so,  confined  him  until  the 
next  morning,  at  six  a.  m.  I  dismissed  this  complaint  of  June's,  because  he  was  altogedier 
behaving  in  an  improper  and  imbecoming  manner,  and  because  he  acknowledged  he  had 
never  before  been  interrupted  seeing  his  wife,  and  as  it  was  proved  he  had  been  insolent  and 
was  not  sober,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  he  should  be  ordered  away  from  an  estate  to  which 
he  did  not  belong. 

I  found  the  complaint  of  Wren's  every  way  false  and  improper ;  he  had  commenced 
abusing  and  collared  Pompejr  (who  had  confined  June  by  order  of  Mr.  M'Kinnon),  and  he 
struck  him  three  different  times  before  they  told  Mr.  M^Kinnon,  and  created  and  caused 
such  a  riot  in  the  negi-o-yard,  that  the  manager,  overseer  and  the  constables  were  obliged  to 
attend  ;  Wren's  wife,  hearing  the  manager  calling  for  Wren,  pushed  him  into  her  house  and 
secured  the  door,  which  the  manager  opened,  and  took  Wren,  and  he  was  repeatedly  desired 

to  quit  the  estate  ;  but  Wren  called  Mr.  M'Kinnon  a  d. — -d ,  was  extremely 

rude  and  insolent,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  sober ;  he  was  placed  in  the  hospital,  but  he 
twice  leaped  from  the  middle  of  a  plank  into  the  trench ;  neitner  June  nor  Wren  were  ever 
«truck,  although  they  both  resistea  the  constable  tidcing  them  to  the  hospital, 

I  dismissed 
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I  dismissed  Wren's  complaint^  as  it  was  clearly  proved  Mr.  M^Kinnon  had  done  no  more  BRITISH  GUIANA, 
than  his  duty,  when  finding  a  person  not  belonging  to  the  estate  creating  a  riot  in  the  negro-  """^ 

yard,  fighting  and  abusing  the  man  who  had  done  his  duty  as  constable  at  near  ten  at  night. 

I  told  both  June  and  Wren  that  as  they  had  been  married  so  long,  without  any  molestation 
in  their  visiting  their  wives,  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  behave  peaceably  and  orderly,  but 
if  they  did  not,  Mr.  M/Kinnon  was  justified  in   forbidding  their  commg  on  plantation 

^^«*^'*'  Ihave,&c. 

To  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.  Gov.  Sec.  (signed)         Thomas  Delafons^  s. j.p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(D.) 
Sir,  23  June  1837. 

YouB  letter,  dated  17th  instant,  I  received  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  instant,  and  having 
been  in  District  E.  from  the  morning  of  the  21st  until  this  day,  I  had  not  an  earlier  oppor- 
tunity of  making  the  necessary  inquiry  into  the  alleged  complamt  from  plantation  Sage  Fond 
than  this  day  at  noon. 

As  no  name  of  the  complainant  is  given,  neither  any  dates  as  to  the  punishments  by 
flogging  said  to  be  inflicted  by  my  order,  of  course  1  was  obliged  to  refer  to  my  record, 
and  there  find,  that  from  August  1,1836,  to  the  dlst  of  March  1837,  I  had  sentenced 
and  seen  three  punishments  by  flogging  on  plantation  Providence ;  those  dates  including  my 
having  taken  and  resigned  the  situation  of  magistrate  on  that  estate.     Of  the  three  said 

Sunisnments,  two  were  inflicted  upon  a  man  named  Petro,  of  plantation  Sage  Pond ;  the 
rst  on  the  29th  Au^st,  for  desertion  from  the  8th  to  the  25th  August  1836,  to  which  charge 
he  pleaded^uilty :  he  had  hired  himself  to  the  slaughter-house  in  town  when  he  was  appre- 
hended. The  second  punishment  of  Petro  was  on  the  7th  September  1836,  for  absconding 
from  plantation  Sage  Pond  from  the  3d  to  the  5th  September  1836,  then  under  sentence  to 
be  confined  after  work  for  ten  nights,  commencing  on  the  29th  August.  It  was  then  proved 
he  was  apprehended  in  a  punt,  where  he  had  hired  himself,  going  out  of  the  canal,  called 
Seward  and  Davison's,  ana  the  punt  was  about  to  proceed  to  receive  a  load  of  shell-stuff* for 
the  roads.  To  this  charge  he  pleaded  guilty ;  but  said  he  had  not  received  any  thing  to  eat 
when  he  absconded.  It  was  proved  Mr.  Symes,  the  manager  of  Sage  Pond,  and  deputy 
manager  of  plantation  Providence,  had  provided  a  cook  to  prepare  the  breakfast  for  retro 
before  he  went  to  work,  and  likewise  to  prepare  his  dinner  after  he  had  finished  his  work 
in  the  field.  Petro  on  both  trials  was  declared  to  be  cont'mually  absconding  firom  the 
estate  and  his  work ;  it  had  repeatedly  been  done  by  him ;  he  had  been  tlireatened  to 
be  brought  before  the  magistrate  repeatedly.  He  never,  directly  nor  indirectly,  made  any 
declaration  upon  either  trial  of  having  complained  to  the  manager  of  being  without  a  house, 
and  he  never  uttered  one  syllable  of  the  Kind  to  me,  as  a  magistrate,  nor  did  any  others 
until  November  10,  when  an  apprenticed  labourer,  named  George  Charles,  of  plantation  Sage 
Pond,  was  complained  of,  and  who  stated  he  had  not  any  house.  The  complaint  against 
him  was  not  attended  to,  and  the  manager,  Mr.  Shaw,  directed  to  inquii*e  into  that  of  the 
man.  On  the  15th  November  I  ascertained  Geoi^e  Charles  had  a  house  at  plantation  Sage 
Pond,  and  that  for  a  very  long  time.  The  circumstance  of  the  houses  requinng  repairs  was 
never  named  until  February  or  March  1837,  when  troulies  and  other  requisites  were  sent  for 
to  repair  them;  but  I  distinctly  declare,  as  can  be  proved  (should  other  proof  be  deemed 
requisite),  that  the  man  who  was  twice  punished  by  me,  viz.  Petro,  never  uttered  a  word  when 
tried  that  he  had  been  destitute  of  a  house,  and  which  cause  had  induced  him  to  abscond 
fi'om  the  estate. 

I  must,  therefore,  pronounce  the  complaint  as  false  and  wicked. 

In  justice  to  myself,  I  have  to  reouest  his  Excellency  the  Governor  may  be  pleased  to  give 
me  the  name  of  the  individual  who  lodged  the  statement  of  the  labourer  of  plantation  &ige 
Pond  having  complained  to  his  manager  without  effect,  again  and  again,  of  being  for  years 
destitute  of  a  house,  and  he  had  told  me  it  was  the  cause  of  his  leaving  the  estate,  and  that 
nothing  had  been  done  by  me  to  redress  the  grievance.  -w  t         ^ 

To  H.  K  F.  Young,  Esq.,  Gov.  Sec.  (signed)        Tho,  DelafonSf  s.  j.  v. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  2  July  1837. 

I  HAD  yesterday,  at  five  p.  m.  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  ccm- 
taining  his  Excellency  the  Govemor'a  directions  that  I  should  report  whether  or  not  Petro, 
an  apprenticed  labourer  on  plantation  Sage  Pond,  had  a  house  on  the  estate  at  the  time  he 
was  punished  by  me  for  desertion,  viz.  August  29th,  and  September  7th,  1836,  and  whether 
he  had  one  previous  to  my  appointment  to  District  E. 

I  positively  declare  that  Petro  never  made  known  to  me  at  any  time  whether  or  not  he 
had  a  house  on  plantation  Sage  Pond ;  and  in  consequence  1  wrote  to  Mr.  Alexander 
Shaw,  manager  of  plantation  Providence  and  Sage  Pond,  this  day,  requesting  he  would 
inform  me  whether  Petro  had  a  house  on  plantation  Sage  Pond  at  the  time  he  had  been 
so  punished,  and  whether  he  had  one  previous  to  my  appointment  to  District  E.,  a  copy  of 
whose  letter  in  reply  I  transmit.  , ,         « 

To  H.  E.  R  Youi^,  Esq.,  Gov.  Sec.  (signed)       '  Tho$.  Btlafontj  s.  J.  p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 
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BWnSH  GUIANA.  g^^  Providence,  2  July  1837. 

*  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  this  day,  I  beg  leave  to  state  positively  that  the  man  Petro 

had  a  share  of  a  house  with  his  sister  in  August  and  September  last ;  aiad  further,  that  he 
never  made  any  complaint  on  that  subject  until  after  the  death  of  Captain  Johnston,  when 
there  were  several  new  houses  erected ;  he  then  made  a  demand  for  one  of  them;  but  as 
others  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  were  more  in  want  of  houses  than  he,  his  request  at  that 
time  was  not  complied  with.  He,  however,  since  has  been  supplied  with  one  in  the  old 
range ;  but  this  he  refuses  to  accept  of,  and  is  at  present  and  nas  been  absconded  for  the 
last  month,  and  is  under  a  warrant  of  apprehension,  which  he  is  often  in  the  habit  of  doing 
without  any  reasonable  cause. 

I  remain,  &c. 

(signed)        A.  Shaw. 

(E) 

Extract  from  a  LETTER  from  Special  Justice  AUen  dated  District  C, 
PI.  Peter's  Hall,  27  June  1837. 
Sir, 

Ik  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  (received  23d),  I  have  the  honour  to 
report  that  yesterday  I  visited  plantations  "  La  Penitence'^  and  ^  Le  Repentir,^'  and  made 
as  minute  an  inspection  of  the  negro  habitations  there  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

On  "  La  Pemtence  "  I  found  many  of  the  houses  very  much  crowded,  in  one  case  six 
persons  of  different  sexes  lying  in  one  room  on  the  floor,  and  in  two  other  instances,  five 
persons  so  circumstanced. 

Eleven  people  were  without  any  location  at  all,  lodging  where  they  could ;  the  majority 
of  the  labourers  without  bedsteads  or  boards  to  sleep  on,  and  several  of  the  dwelhngs  leaky, 
or  otherwise  out  of  repair. 

It  was  very  evident  that  little  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  wants  or  welfare  of  the 
apprenticed  labourers  of  this  estate. 

TTie  manager  who  accompanied  me  appeared  sensible  of  the  evils  described,  and  has 

Sromised  to  use  all  diligence  to  remedy  them ;  but  a  considerable  period  must  elapse  before 
le  several  arrangements  proposed  for  this  purpose  can  be  effected. 

The  buildines  on  '^  Le  Repentir"  are  in  a  shameful  state  of  dilapidation,  the  roofs 
throughout  leading  in  every  part.  The  space  is  far  too  limited  for  the  niunber  of  persons  it 
is  destined  to  accommodate. 

I  found  eleven  persons  (as  stated  to  his  Excellency)  in  one  house,  consisting  of  two 
rooms  and  a  hall,  five  of  them  being  lodged  in  the  room  below,  and  six  lying  on  the  floor 
up-stairs.    The  old  man  alluded  to  nad  been  sent  as  a  watchman  to  the  back  dam. 

In  another  place  of  the  same  dimensions,  five  of  different  sexes  were  up-stairs  and  three 
below,  and  as  one  had  a  husband  and  another  a  wife,  who  slept  there  from  other  estates, 
ten  persons,  all  apprenticed  labourers,  were  lodged  in  these  two  rooms ;  the  whole  on  the 
ground  or  floor, 

Xp  a  third  place  there  were  seven  individuals,  including  a  child. 

More  than  half  the  people  had  neither  bedsteads  (nor  boards  in  lieu)  to  sleep  on. 

Six  persons  had  no  nouse  at  all ;  one  of  them  (a  man)  living  in  the  hospital. 

The  manager  of  Le  Repentir  deprecates  very  much  the  state  of  the  houses,  and  the 
wretchedness  of  the  labourers  in  consequence ;  he  seems  likewise  anxious  to  correct  this 
state  of  things,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter,  dated  the  24th  in- 
stant, which  ne  addressed  to  me  in  reply  to  some  queries  I  had  made  him  relative  to  the 
estate,  viz. 
4  '^  The  labourers  have  made  several  complaints  to  me  about  their  houses,  &c.  which  I  am 

a:ware  are  much  in  want  of  repair,  and  I  have  as  often  represented  the  same  to  Mr.  Arrin- 
dell,  the  lessee  of  the  estate,  who  mformed  me  this  morning  that  he  has  petitioned  the 
court  of  justice  on  the  subject.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  we  shall  shortly  be  enabled  to  put 
the  buildings  in  repair,  and  that  the  labourers  will  have  no  further  occasion  to  complain.* 

(A  true  extract.) 

(signed)  W.  B.  Wohdty, 

The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 

Gov.  Sec.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


(F.) 

Gentlemen,  Government  Secretary's  Office,  Demerara,  6  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  by  the  Governor's  desire,  the  accompanying  official 
report  upon  the  lodging  aflTorded  to  the  labourers  on  plantation  "  Le  Repentir." 

I  have,  &c. 
To  M.  J.  Retemeyer,  Esq.  (signed)        JHT.  JS.  F.  Young, 

J.  C.  Schade,  Esq.  Government  Secretary. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)         W.  B.  Woheley, 

Assist.  Gov.  Sec. 
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(6.)  awnsR  auiANA. 

Sir,  George  Town,  31  July  1837. 

Ws  regret  that  differences  have  arisen  between  Mr.  Albouy,  the  lessee  of  plantation  Lf 
Repentir  up  to  the  28th  February  last,  whereby  the  ref^urs  to  the  negro-houses  on  said  estate 
have  been  retarded.  On  said  day  these  houses  were  inspected  by  Colin  Simson,  Esq.,  and 
the  recjuired  repairs  pointed  out  bv  that  gentleman  to  Captain  Warren,  the  attorney  of  Mr. 
Albouy,  who  nas  until  now  neglected  to  have  these  repairs  effected,  and  in  coosequence 
whereof,  we  have  already  applied  to  the  court  of  justice  tor  an  authorization  to  institute  law 
proceedings. 

On  the  1st  March,  Mr.  Arrindell  took  over  the  estate  as  lessee,  and  has  informed  us  on 
the  subject,  which  shall  have  our  consideration,  and  we  beg  to  assure  you  hereby,  that  the 
repairs  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  remain,  &c. 
The  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        M.  J.  Retemeyer, 

Government  Secretary.  for  self,  J.  C.  Schade* 

(H.) 

Extract  from  a  LETTER  from  Special  Justice  Alletiy  addressed  to  the  Honourable 
H.  E.  F.  Young 9  Government  Secretary,  dated  District  C,  27  June  1837. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Arrindell  has  contracted  to  clear  the  Lamaha  canal,  and  to  keep  it 
clean,  &c. 

The  women  have  aheady  beai  employed  tbei;e  about  five  weel^,  and  will  finish,  for  the 
present,  in  a  few  days  longer.  In  about  three  months,  they  are  to  commence  again  from 
HaagschieboadbL  upwards^ 

I  spoke  to  all  those  whom  I  could  immediately  assemble  on  this  subject,  and  clearly 
explained  that  the  work  was  optional  on  their  part. 

They  expressed  dietnselves  as  satisfied  with  it  until  latterly,  when  they  had  to  walk  so  ftGir 
(about  1 1  hours  to  the  scene  of  kbour.  The  able  women  receive  two  bits,  and  the  weekly  1 1 
bits  ckdly,  and  it  seems  they  get  home  in  good  time,  from  three  to  four  o'clock,  to  their 
houses.  \  fimcy  they  will  c<mtinue  in  the  voluntary  performance  of  the  work  in  question 
during  the  few  d^ys  which  remain  of  the  job  now  in  hand. 

(A  true  extract.) 

(signed)         W.  B.  Wolseley, 

Assist.  Gov.  Sec. 


Nal07.  (I.)  ef        .1 

£,  23  sterling,  at/.  14.—/.  322.  2  I 

'^      ^^ 

Sir,  King's  House,  31st  day  of  December  1834.  2    -^  BJ 

You  are  hereby  required  to  pay  from  his  Majesty's  chest,  under  your  charge,  t*  §  '^S 

to   Messrs.  Alexander  Glen  k  Go.  for  the  purchase    of  a    boat  for  use   of  §  f  .^  J5 

Chairman,  District  F.,  the  sum  of  Twenty-three  Pounds  sterling,  due  to  them  §  g^^  ^ 

lor  services  rendered,  as  per  annexed  account;  and  for  the  payment  of  which  *^^^  ^ 

you  will  teke  the  necessary  receipts.  |  | 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  H  | 

Your  obedient  servant,  SqP^ 

To  M.  J.  Retemeyer,  Esq.  (signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth.  3 

His  Majesty's  Colonial  Receivei^eneral.  O 


No.  21 
/  267. 


Sir,  Guiana  Public  Buildings,  24th  day  of  August  1835. 

You  are  hereby  required  to  pay  from  his  Majesty's  chest,  under  your  charge,  ^^ 

to  George  Kellock,  stipendiary  justice,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  .a.*^ 

Guilders,  due  to  him  for  services  rendered,  as  per  annexed  account;  and  for  the  '^^ 

payment  of  which  you  will  take  the  necessary  receipts.  ^  ^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  S  ^ 

Your  obedient  servant,  'o 

To  M.  J.  Retemeyer,  Esq.  (signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth.  S) 

His  Majesty's  Colonial  Receiver-general.  c» 

(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)        M.  J.  Retemeyer, 

Colonial  Receiver-general. 

^54«-^II.  K  2  Government 
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BEITISH  GUIANA,  Government,  BritiBh  Guiana,  Dr.  to  George  Kellock,  s.j.p. 

For  the  following  sums  paid  by  him  in  erecting  a  boat-house,  for  the  boat  furnished  by 
Government  for  official  duties,  and  which  was  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  boat : 
Paid  Wessel  for  posts,  spars  and  rods       -        -        -        -        -/•'S'O-- 

For  troulies  to  cover  roof  and  side     -        -        -        -        -        -66    —    — 

For  labour  in  transporting  materials  and  putting  up  house  -        -     77    -    - 
Glen  &  Co.  for  four  blocks  to  hoist  up  the  boat,  rope,  &c.  &c.      -    44    -    - 

/267     -    - 


Wakenaam,  14  August  1896.  (signed)         Geo.  Kellock,  s.j.p. 

District  F. 
(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)        M.  J.  Retemeyer, 

Colonial  Receiver-general. 


—No.  113.— 
(No.  367.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  1 13.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  14  August  1837. 

Me.  Scoble  having,  upon  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  this  colony,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Government  Secretary,  Mr.  Yoimg,  a  series  of  notes  upon  the 
letter  of  the  31st  March  1837,  addressed  to  him,  by  my  desire,  explaining  the 
erroneous  viev^s  he  had  taken  of  various  matters  in  this  colony  (a  copy  of  which 
was  laid  before  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  of  the  7th  April,  No.  300),  I 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  direct  a  further  investigation  to  be  made  in  the 
several  transactions  of  which  the  accounts,  as  submitted  to  me,  were  so  com- 
pletely at  variance  with  the  statements  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Scoble.  I  pass  by  all 
Mr.  Scoble's  general  reflections  and  remarks,  and  attach  myself  only  to  those 
facts,  upon  the  accuracy  of  which  all  his  reasoning  must  depend. 

The  first  fact  asserted  by  Mr.  Scoble,  in  his  series  of  notes,  is,  that  on  plantations 
Providence,  Overwiuning  and  Lonsdale  (in  the  district  of  Berbice),  all  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Henr} ,  the  women  are  overworked.  Mr.  Scoble  ftuther  states, 
that  he  caimot  omit  the  mention  of  two  disgracefrd  facts,  namely,  the  refusal  of 
Mr.  Chisholm  to  allow  any  assistance  to  two  women  either  during  or  subsequent 
to  their  confinement.  They  had  none  (says  Mr.  Scoble)  to  care  for  or  to  attend 
. .  V  to  them. 

— — Under  letter  (A.)  I  submit  the  report  of  special  justice  M*Leod,  supported  by 

various  documents  denying  the  accuracy  of  the  foregoing  statements  as  made  by 
Mr.  Scoble. 

Mr.  Scoble  says  that  he  meant  Belle  Vne,  and  not  Malgr^  Tout,  as  the  estate 

upon  which  the  women  were  overworked.   The  denial  of  the  special  justice  having 

,g  V  charge  of  Belle  Vue,  and  the  denial  of  the  special  justice  having  charge  of  Malgr^ 

— "^ Tout,  are,  however,  both  forwarded  under  (B.  1.)  and  (B.  2.) 

With  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  Vryburg  people  to  Overwinning,  and  the 
.^ .  alleged  separation  of  families,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  report  of  the 

— — — special  justice  under  letter  (C.)    Upon  this  subject,  I,  however,  propose  a  further 

investigation. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Scoble's  assertion,  that  Fortune,  Cooper  and  Amsterdam, 
belonging  to  Schepmoed,  were  punished  by  the  special  justice  for  visiting  their 
wives  at  Canefield,  I  have  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  special  justice  of  the  dis- 

^  '^     trict,  who  places  their  conduct  in  a  very  different  point  of  view,     (D.) 

Frederick,  an  apprenticed  labourer  belonging  to  Waakraamheid,  unquestionably 
(E  ^  P^^  ^^  ^^^  *^  himself ;  but  from  the  evidence  taken  by  the  coroner  and  trans- 

— -— mitted  to  me,  through  the  sheriff  of  Berbice,  [vide  Enclosure  (E.) ),  no  cause  has 

been  assigned  for  this  rash  Act.  The  projected  removal  to  plantation  Marah 
may  very  probably,  as  asserted  by  Mr.  Scoble,  have  been  the  cause.  I  am  as 
aware  as  Mr.  Scoble  can  possibly  be  of  the  dislike  the  negroes  have  to  quit 
an  estate  on  which  they  have  been  located  for  some  time ;  and  I  deplore  the 
impolicy  of  these  removals.  I  found  great  fault  at  the  time  with  the  special 
justice  who  so  harshly  and  peremptorily  enforced  the  removal  in  this  case.  Your 
'  Lordship 
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Lordship  has,  however,  since  informed  me  that  the  law  does  not  prohibit  these  BRmsH  gufaxa. 

removals.    I  therefore  (however  much  I  may  lament  the  circumstance)  cannot  

prevent  a  proprietor  from  removing  his  people.  All  that  I  can  do  is  to  take 
care  that  every  legal  enactment  is  scrupulously  attended  to,  and  that  the 
labourer  does  not  suffer  by  the  change  of  location. 

The  report  of  the  special  justice  in  charge  of  plantation  La  Hague  is  herewith 
submitted,  relative  to  the  mode  of  providing  the  labourers  on  that  estate  with  pro- 
visions, and  which  report  is  completely  at  variance  with  the  statement  of  Mr.            .px 
Scoble.     (Enclosure  (F.) )  ^^ 

No  special  justice  can  legally  sentence  a  labourer  to  hard  labour  on  the  estate. 
The  reason  is  evident :  it  would  be,  if  such  was  the  law,  the  interest  of  the  pro- 
prietor or  attorney  to  be  constantly  preferring  complaints.  I  am  aware  that  such 
sentences  have  been  awarded  in  one  or  two  instances ;  but  they  have  immediately 
been  redressed  by  me.  Mr.  Scoble,  in  Mr.  Young's  letter  of  the  31st  March, 
was  fully  informed  upon  all  those  points. 

The  report  of  the  sheriff,  and  the  inquest  of  the  coroner  in  the  case  of  Kendal, 

a  labourer  belonging  to  Goldstone  Hall,  accompany  this  despatch  (Enclosure  (G.) )   ^-^ 

It  is  ill-judged  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Scoble  to  persevere  in  the  insinuations 
respecting  the  death  of  this  man,  in  the  face  of  such  respectable  evidence. 

The  report  of  the  special  justice  respecting  the  cases  of  Catherine,  Eliza  and 

Celia,  is  attached  to  tiiis  despatch  under  letter  (H.) ;  Mr.  Scoble's  assertions  and  (^O 

those  of  special  justice  M'Leod  are  diametrically  opposite. 

Under  letter  (I.),  I  enclose  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  special  justice  M^Leod,  ^ — -^ 

relating  to  the  alleged  unwillingness  of  Mr.  Scoble  that  any  of  the  complaints  or 
irregularities  with  which  he  professed  to  have  made  himself  acquainted  should  be 
communicated  to  me,  for  fear  that  I  should  order  the  same  to  be  immediately 
investigated  and  reported  upon.  I  beg  to  express  my  hope  that  the  special 
justice  has  misimderstood  Mr.  Scoble,  being  unwiUing  to  attribute  the  conduct  of 
the  latter  to  any  other  motives  than  a  zeal  to  reUeve  suffering  humanity,  and  an 
•anxiety  to  assure  himself,  by  personal  inspection,  that  the  apprenticed  labourers 
were  not  defrauded  of  any  of  their  rights  and  privileges ;  that  individual  pro- 
prietors and  attornies  have  committed,  and  will  occasionally  commit,  illegal  and 
impolitic  acts ;  and  that  individual  special  justices  will  either  fall  asleep  at  their 
posts,  or  manifest  a  leaning  towards  the  planter,  are  not  to  be  denied.  All  that 
a  Governor  can  do  is  to  discountenance  and  pimish  all  such  offenders  without 
favour  or  partiality.  That,  however,  a  kind  and  a  good  feeling  has  happily 
arisen  ;  that  the  generaUly  or  great  mass  of  the  labourers  are  happy,  contented, 
cheerful  and  Avell  treated  ;  that  the  apprenticed  system  works  beyond  the  hopes 
of  the  most  sanguine,  are  facts  equally  undeniable. 

Having  thus  entered  into  every  particular  alluded  to  in  the  notes  of  Mr. 
Scoble,  having  reference  to  the  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  31st  March  by  my 
orders,  I  shall  not  further  intrude  upon  your  Lordship's  time  than  respectfiiUy  to 
refer  your  Lordship  to  that  letter,  to  my  remarks  of  the  8th  instant  upon  Mr. 
Scoble's  suggestions  relative  to  the  government  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  of 
this  colony,  and  to  my  observations,  of  the  same  date,  upon  his  letter  to  the 
Government  Secretary  of  the  16th  June  1837,  as  affording  convincing  proofs  of 
the  accuracy  and  justice  of  the  remark  with  which  I  have  concluded  the  despatch 
of  the  8th  instant  (No.  363),  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  Lord- 
ship, namely,  "  that  the  good  which  might  be  gained  by  the  observations  of  a 
judicious  and  impartial  traveller  is,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Scoble,  neutraUzed  by  the 
haste  with  which  he  arrives  at  his  conclusions  ;  and,  but  too  frequently,  upon 
erroneous  and  inaccurate  information." 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


LIST  of  Enclosures  accompanying  the  Despatch   of  the  14th  August  1837,  No.  367.  addressed 
to  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg  by  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana. 

(A.) — Report  and  Documents  from  Special  Justice  M*Leod,  relative  to  the  work  performed  by  the 
Apprenticed  Laboiurers  upon  Plantations  Providence,  Overwinning  and  Lonsdale. 

(B.  1.)— Extract  from  a  Report  from  Special  Justice  Allen,  affirming  that  the  Women  on  Plan- 
tation Belle  Vue,  so  far  from  being  overworked,  have  not  done  a  fair  proportion  of  work. 
154.-11.  M3  CB.S.) 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.    (B.  2.) — Report  from  Special  Justice  M'Lennan,  affirmiDg  that  the  statement  that  the  Women  of 
— *  Plantation  Malgrc  Tout  are  overworked  is  not  true. 

(C.) — R^ort  from  Special  Justice  De  Groot,  relative  to  the  removal  of  certain  Labourers  from 
Plantation  Vryburg. 

(D.) — Report  from  Special  Justice  De  Groot,  relative  to  aUeged  Irregularities  connected  with  Ae 
labourers  of  Plantation  Schepmoed. 

(R)— Report  from  the  Sheriff  of  Berbice ;  as,  also,  a  Copy  of  the  Coroner's  Inquest  held  in  the  case  of 
Frederick,  an  apprenticed  labourer. 

(F.)—^  Report  from  Special  Justice  Delafons,  relative  to  the  mode  of  issuing  Plantains  to  the  La- 
bourers on  Plantation  La  Hague. 

(G.) — Report  from  the  Sheriff  of  Berbice,  forwarding  Copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Coroner  s 
Inquest  in  the  case  of  apprenticed  labourer  Kendal,  of  Goldstone  Hall. 

^H.)^Eq>ort  from  Special  Justice  M'Leod,  relating  to  three  pregna^it  Women  alleged  to  have 
been  locked  up  by  his  orders  in  the  cells  of  Plantation  Goldstone  Hall. 

(I.)— Letter  from  Special  Justice  M'Leod,  reporting  certain  expressions  and  certain  proceedings  of 
John  Scoble,  Esq.,  at  Beibice. 

(signed)  J.  Carmickael  Sm^tk 


(A.) 
(A.>  Sir,  Berbice,  30  July  1837. 

The  apprenticed  labourers  of  plantation  Providence,  Overwinning  or  Lonsdale,  never 
complained  to  me  of  being  overworked. 

Apprenticed  labourers  charged  with  not  doing  sufficient  work  always  state  thejr  did  **  as 
much  as  they  were  able"— try  best — **  work  too  much.''  I  now  forward  the  evidence  of 
Messrs.  Kirkwood,  Hicks  and  Lowenfeld,  three  of  bis  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for 
British  Guiana,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Laing,  part  proprietor  of  plantation  Friends,  whicli 
with  the  evidence  of  the  foreman  of  Providence  and  Lonsdale,  wul  I  am  sure  be  considered 
satisfactory;  as  to  Overwinning  there  must  be  some  mistake,  for  during  the  time  Mr.  Scoble 
was  in  Berbice,  the  people  of  that  estate  did  nothing  at  all ;  they  refused  to  work  on 
Providence,  and  the  manager  would  not  employ  them  on  Overwinning.  At  any  rate,  the 
same  task  is  given  on  both  estates. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  send  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gunn,  manager  of  plantation  Rose  Hall, 
who  was  taken  ill  whilst  examining  the  work  on  Providence,  and  is  now  seriously  ill.  He, 
however,  assured  me  that  the  people  under  his  chaise  readily  and  cheerfully  perform  the 
same  amount  of  labour  as  that  done  on  Providence.  To  Mr.  Gunn's  credit,  he  has  never 
had  to  make  a  complaint  against  any  apprenticed  labourer  since  August  1834;  equal 
credit  is  due  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  for  their  uniform  good  conduct. 

I  remember  a  man  of  Overwinning  stating  his  wife  had  been  delivered  on  the  previous 
evening;  that  he  had  applied  to  Mr.  Chishoun  for  a  woman  to  sit  with  bis  wife,  but  without 
success.  Mr.  Chisholm  was  in  the  office  at  t^e  time,  also  Mr.  Scoble;  Mr.  Cfaisholm 
stated  that  the  mother  of  the  woman  lived  in  the  same  house,  and  that  be  considered  that 
she  was  capable  of  giving  the  attendance  reouisite ;  the  nusband  declared  that  the  party 
alluded  to  was  an  invalid,  and  could  give  little  or  no  assistance ;  on  which  I  stated  that  a 
woman  at  such  a  period  was  entitled  to  every  consideration^  and  that  assistance  must  be 
afforded  her ;  that  same  morning  a  nerson  was  allowed  to  attend.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
other  case  of  a  similar  nature  ;  and  nave  made  inquiry  on  the  subject. 

I  cannot  say  what  arrangement  Mr.  Hemry  made  with  Mr.  Chisholm.  I  am  inclined, 
however,  to  believe  that  this  part  of  the  report  is  correct.  Before  I  conclude,  I  would  state 
that  yesterday  upwards  of  20  of  the  Proviaence  people  were  in  town  before  12  o'clock  after 
finishing  theur  day's  work,  and  earned  from  tnree  to  five  guilders;  they  were  hired  by 
Mr.  Chisholm. 

I  have  8cc 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.  (signed)        J.  M'Leod,  s.j.f. 

Providbnce  Work. 

Plantation  Providence,  26  July  1837. 

Shakespeare^  sworn. — I  am  foreman  on  plantation  Providence.  I  am  also  a  constable  ; 
the  people  of  Providence  work  by  the  task  ;  they  agreed  vnth  Mr.  Henry  as  to  amount  of 
task ;  this  was  in  August  1834,  when  the  new  law  came  ;  the  same  task  is  given  at  present ; 
the  amount  of  the  different  tasks  is  as  follows : — Weeding  and  moulding  ratoons,  100  roeds; 
supplying,  according  to  circumstances,  firom  60  roeds  ;  trashing  separate,  100  roeds,  when 
bad,  70  and  80 ;  cane-cutting,  three  persons  to  two  punts ;  new  small  drains,  two  feet  deep, 
16  roeds ;  old  small  drains,  one  foot  deep,  30  roeds ;  trenching,  10  feet  of  12  foot  canal,  five 
shovel  deep ;  relieving  and  supplying  60  roeds  ;  hoe  ploughing  and  planting  seldom  done  ; 
shovel  plough  60  roeds ;  ground  very  soft  in  Doe  Park ;  don't  plant. 

I  am  now  superintending  the  cutting  of  canes ;  on  Friday  fast  46  men  were  cutting  canes  ; 
the  number  of  hands  varies  every  day ;  yesterday  I  had  41  men  in  the  field.  The  men  finish 
Aeir  work  every  day  in  good  time ;  to-day  I  was  home  before  two  o'clock ;  left  no  one  in 
the  field  ;  many  finished  before  12  o'clock. 

(signed)        Shakespeare. 

Adamy 
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Adam,  sworn. — I  am  foreman  on  plantation  Providence ;  I  am  also  a  constable ;  I  super-  BftlTM!  OUIANA. 
intend  the  labour  of  the  women ;  the  people  work  by  the  task ;  they  agreed  with  the  late  *"""- 

Mr.  Heniy  as  to  amount  of  task ;  inis  was  when  the  new  law  came ;  no  alteration  has 
been  made  in  the  work  since  that  agreement  was  entered  into ;  the  tasks  are  as  follows : — 
In  cutting  canes,  three  persons  to  two  punts;  weeding  and  moulding  100  roeds ;  stripping 
(only)  100  roeds;  do  not  hoe  plough;  supplying  50  roeds;  relieving  60  roeds,  if  heavy,  if 
light,'  100, 

The  women  always  finish  in  very  good  time.  Soon  after  Christmas,  some  women  were 
taken  before  the  magistrate  for  not  doinff  sufficient  work ;  the  women  asked  Mr.  Chisholm, 
the  manager,  to  allow  them  to  work  by  me  hours.  Mr,  Chisholm  allowed  them  to  do  so; 
they  took  the  hours,  and  worked  in  thife  way  for  four  or  five  days ;  after  that  they  returned  to 
the  old  system,  and  have  worked  by  the  task  ever  since.  Manager  has  never  taken  any  of 
the  women  to  court  since  that  time ;  they  have  been  working  very  well  ever  since ;  some- 
times thev  finish  by  11,  sometimes  by  1& ;  by  one  o'clock  all  the  women  are  in  their  houses. 
The  people  work  with  good  heart. 

Adam^s  X   mark* 
Witness,  J.M^Ltodj  s.j.p. 


At  the  request  of  John  M'Leod,  Esq.,  special  magistrate  of  the  district,  the  work  on 
plantation  Providence  was  examined  on  the  26th  of  July  by  the  following  gentlemen. 

James  Kirkwood,  Esq.,  J.  p.  WiUiam  Laing,  Esq. 

William  Crunn. 

James  Kirkwood,  sworn. — I  am  part  proprietor  of  the  sugar  estates,  Lochaber  and  Cane- 
field  ;  both  estates  are  under  my  direction ;  1  am  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  British  GKiiana ; 
I  have  been  twenty-one  years  a  sugar  planter ;  at  request  of  John  M'Leod,  s.  j.  p,  and 
Lambert  P.  Henry,  part  proprietor  of  plantations  Provid^ice  and  Overwinning,  I  yesterday 
minutely  examined  the  cultivation  of  these  estates. 

I  have  read  over  the  evidence  of  Shakespeare  and  Adam,  foremen  of  plantation  Provi- 
dence, in  regard  to  the  amount  of  labour  expected  firom  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  that 
estate,  as  set  forth  in  said  evidence,  and  wnich  is  corroborated  by  the  statement  of  the 
manager ;  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  can  be  performed  with  ease  in  less  than  7i  hours. 

The  same  quantity  of  work  is  readily  and  cheerfiilly  performed  by  the  apprenticed  la- 
bourers under  my  charge,  and  I  cannot  see  any  thing  in  the  local  circumstances  of  plantations 
Providence  and  Overwinning  to  j/ffevent  tile  apprenticed  labourers  of  those  estates  from 
doing  the  same. 

(signed)        James  Kirkwood. 

William  Laing,  sworn. — I  am  p^rt  (>rdprietor  of  plantation  Friends  ;  that  estate  is  under 
my  direction ;  it  is  a  sugar  estate ;  I  Imve  been  12}  years  a  sugar  planter. 

Having  been  requested  by  Mr.  M^Leod  and  Mr.  Henrv  to  examine  the  work  on  plantations 
Providence  and  Overwinning,  I  yarterday  went  round  those  estates  in  company  with  Mr. 
Kirkwood  and  Mr.  Gunn;  I  particnlariy  examined  the  cultivati(Hi,  and  am  of  opinion  that 
the  amount  of  task  given  (as  per  evidence  of  die  foremen  Shakespeare  and  Adam)  can  easily 
be  performed  in  less  than  7|  hours.  The  apprenticed  labourers  under  my  charge  do  tfa^ 
same  quantity  of  work  after  finishing  their  task  they  perform  extra  labour  for  hire. 

I  see  nothing  in  the  soil  of  Providence  or  Overwinning  to  prevent  the  apprenticed  la- 
bourers of  those  estates  doing  the  work  required  of  them.  I  omsider  the  task  to  be  fieiir  and 
reasonable. 

(signed)        WiUiam  Laing. 


Office  of  Special  Magistrate,  K.  District, 
26  July  1837. 

Mustick,  sworn. — I  am  foreman  on  ^plantation  Lonsdale,  jmve  been  so  employed  upwards 
of  five  years ;  I  am  also  a  constable. 

Since  1st  of  August  we  have  not  planted  any  new  fields  with  cofiee ;  not  since  the  new 
law  came. 

In  weeding,  three  persons  put  to  each  bed ;  no  bed  exceeds  two  and  a  half  roeds  in  width ; 
cannot  say  how  many  roeds  in  length ;  in  most  rows  there  are  9Q  coffee  trees,  the  greatest 
number  on  any  row  105. 

In  assorting  coffee,  80  lbs.  is  the  task. 

If  the  people  commence  work  at  seven  o'clock,  the  strone  hands  could  finish  by  12  o'clock. 

Some  time  a^  I  was  working  in  the  field ;  was  only  mere  a  few  days ;  I  was  employed 
weeding ;  I  had  the  same  task  as  the  other  people ;  the  first  day  I  finished  by  11  o'clock ;  I 
then  did  part  of  another  i^w,  which  I  finished  next  morning  by  nine  o'clock.  A  man  named 
Joris  or  Jonas  worked  next  to  me,  "  he  finished  all  two  rows  in  one  day,"  he  worked  till 
six  o'clock ;  we  began  work  after  seven. 

I  remember  Ae  time  when  Rose,  Dorinda  and  others  were  taken  before  the  magistrate ; 
they  had  been  leaving  half  rows  for  some  days ;  the  foreman,  Monday,  superintended  the 
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niUTKSH  OUIANA.    labour  of  the  women  at  that  tinie ;  the  men  took  up  the  rows  next  to  where  the  women  had 
— ^  been  working,  and  all  finished  by  one  o'clock. 

The  people  have  always  worked  by  the  task  on  plantation  Lonsdale ;  they  never  wished 
to  work  by  the  hours  till  vnthin  Uie  last  few  days. 

The  women  on  Lonsdale  never  begin  work  till  nine  o'clock;  it  is  sometimes  10  o'clock 
before  they  take  their  rows. 

In  weedmg  Plantain  Walk,  three  persons  are  put  to  a  bed  22  feet  wide,  from  70  to  75^ 
roods. 


Read  over  to  Mustick,  by 

J.  M^Leod,  8.  J.  p. 


Mwtich!%  X  umk. 


Edward  Hicks,  Esc[.,  J.  p.,  and  G.  G.  Lowenfeld,  Esq.,  J.  p.,  at  the  request  of  John 
M^Leod,  special  justice  of  the  district,  visited  plantation  Lonsdale  this  26th  day  of 
July  1837. 

Edward  Hicks,  sworn. — I  am  manager  of  plantation  Busses  Lust,  and  attorney  for 
several  other  coffee  estates ;  I  am  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  British  Guiana.  I  have  been 
18  years  a  coffee  planter;  at  the  request  of  Mr.  M^Leod,  I  have  examined  particularly  into 
the  system  of  labour  pursued  on  plantation  Lonsdale. 

In  r^ard  to  weeding,  I  consider  three  persons  to  a  bed,  70  roeds  in  length  by  2|  roeds 
wide,  including  small  drains,  to  be  a  task  that  can  easily  be  performed  in  less  than  7| 
hours.  It  is  not  a  greater  amoimt  of  labour  than  is  given  to  effective  people  on  other  coffee 
estates;  the  same  quantity  of  work  is  donejby  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  plantation 
Busses  Lust  in  five  hours.  I  have  often  seen  them  do  the  same  work  in  four  hours.  I  cannot 
see  any  thing  to  prevent  the  apprenticed  labourer^  on  Lonsdale  doing  this  work.  I  have 
seen  the  women  oi  Lonsdale,  and  they  are  a  far  more  effective  set  of  people  than  are  on 
any  of  the  properties  I  am  connected  with. 

Every  thing  appears  to  be  conducted  on  the  same  principle  on  Lonsdale  as  on  the 
estate  I  manage. 

I  have  been  round  the  estate  this  morning ;  I  find  that  all  the  beds  are  not  of  the  same 
width,  but  no  bed  is  wider  than  2^  roeds;  some  are  only  22  feet  wide;  I  find  that  the  same 
number  of  persons  are  put  to  weed  these  beds ;  but  were  the  beds  all  2|  roeds  wide,  it 
would  be  the  task  usually  given. 

In  assorting  coffee,  80  lbs.  is  a  moderate  task. 

The  weeding  to  be  done  with  hoe. 

On  Busses  Lust,  80  lbs.  is  the  task  for  7}  hours ;  the  greater  part  of  the  peo])Ie  prepare 
from  40  to  50  lbs.  for  payment  per  day. 

(signed)  E.  Hicks. 

George  G.  Lowenfeld,  sworn. — ^I  am  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  British  Guiana;  I  am  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  estates  of  the  late  Wolfert  Katz ;  three  of  these  are  coffee 
estates ;  the  one  named  Gebroeden  is  under  my  particular  charge.  Having  been  requested 
by  Mr.  M*Leod,  special  magistrate,  to  examine  the  work  given  to  the  apprenticed  la- 
bourers of  plantation  Lonsdale  with  Mr.  Hicks,  I  this  morning  went  on  that  estate. 

We  went  through  the  whole  of  the  cultivation,  and  particularly  examined  the  different 
fields.  We  found  that  some  beds  were  2^  roeds  wide,  some  only  22  feet;  in  fact  laid  out 
as  other  coffee  estates. 

I  have  read  over  the  evidence  of  Mustick,  foreman  on  Lonsdale ;  he  states,  what  I  know 
to  be  the  truth,  that  in  weeding,  three  persons  are  put  to  each  bed ;  the  bed  is  firom  65  to 
70  roeds ;  each  person  taking  a  row  of  coffee  trees.  This  is  the  amount  of  work  giv«i  on 
coffee  estates  generally,  and  which  is  performed  very  frequently  in  less  than  five  hours ; 
under  any  circumstance  this  is  a  task  which  could  easily  be  performed  in  less  than  7)  hours. 
Weeding  to  be  with  the  hoe.  On  Gebroeden  the  women  often  do  the  same  quantity  of  work 
in  4^  hours.  In  assorting  cofi^e,  80  lbs.  is  an  easy  task ;  the  women  on  coffee  estates  earn 
extra  wages  for  clearing  a  further  quantity. 

(signed)  G.  G.  Lowenfdd. 


(B.  1.) 

^®*    '•)  Extract  firom  a  LETTER  fit)m  Special  Justice  Allen,  addressed  to  the 

Hon.  H.  E,  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary,  dated  27  March  1837. 

Whatever  share  of  work  may  have  been  allotted  or  required  from  the  people  of  Belle 
Vue,  they  have  latterly  not  performed  a  reasonable  quantity,  although  no  formal  complaint 
has  been  preferred  agamst  them  on  that  subject. 

(A  true  extract.) 

(signed)  W.  B.  Wolseley, 

Assistant  Government  Secretary- 
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m  2.)  BamsHGuuNA, 

Sir,  La  Retraitey  District  D.,  8  August  1837.  (B. «.) 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  28th  ult.,  prefixing  copy  of  a  statement, 
to  the  effect  "that  the  women  of  plantation  Malgrfi  Tout  are  overwoAed. 

I  beg  to  assure  his  Excellency  that  this  statement  is  not  true ;  that,  so  far  from  their  being 
**  overworked,"  the  quantity  reauired  of  them  as  a  day's  labour  is  moderate,  and  consider- 
ably within  the  ordinary  scale  ot  task-work ;  and  that,  in  many  instances,  they  do  not  per- 
form even  this  quantity,  and  certainly  do  not  exceed  it  in  any  case* 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)         D.  M^Lennan^s. a.  p. 

Gov.  Secretary. 


(c.) 

Office  of  Special  Justice  of  the  Peace,  District  L. 
Sir,  Berbice,  12  July  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  communication  of  the  4th,  received  the  9th  instant,  forwarding  (C.) 

a  copy  of  a  statement  respecting  the  labourers  of  plantation  Vryburg,  to  report  thereon 
for  the  information  of  his  Excellency. 

To  which  I  beff  leave  to  say,  that  it  was  not  I  that  conducted  the  removal  of  these  people 
to  District  K.,  plantation  Providence  or  Overwinning,  being  very  ill  at  that  time.  Special 
justices  Messrs.  Heyland  and  Candlin  attended,  and, as  I  afterwards  understood,  managed  that 
removal  to  the  satisfaction  of  parties  concerned,  and  did  the  needful ;  I  never  had  a  docu- 
ment in  my  possession  respecting  the  above  to  be  guided  by  in  the  present  instance;  neither 
have  any  of  the  labourers  so  removed,  or  those  of  their  legal  or  reputed  connexions  (if  any) 
as  enumerated  by  statement,  ever  made  a  complaint  to  me ;  if  the  removed  labourers  had 
grievances  and  were  so  very  unhappy,  why  not  address  themselves  to  their  present  magis- 
trate and  protector  of  District  K.,  J.  M*Leod,  Esq.,  who  lives  quite  near  to  their  present 
abode,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  gentleman  would  have  taken  it  in  hand  by  investigat- 
ing them  with  due  care.  As  matters  now  stand,  the  inquiry  should  commence  in  District 
K.,  either  at  Providence  or  Overwinning,  where  the  complaining  may  be,  and  further  prose- 
cuted in  District  L.,  if  found  necessary. 

If  after  this  respectful  explanation  it  be  still  his  Excellency's  pleasure  for  me  to  investi- 
gate the  said  statement  with  respect  to  plantation  Providence  or  of  Overwinning,  in  District 
K.,  on  either  of  which  said  labourers  were  removed,  I  will  do  so  directly,  and  request  to  be 
allowed  to  require  the  assistance  of  special  justice  K.  Heyland,  Esq.,  who  is  the  only  offi- 
cial gentleman  that  can  give  me  the  information  required,  where  to  ground  upon  die  inquiry 
and  report. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)  A.  Van  Ryek  de  Groot,  s.  j.  p. 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.  Government  Secretary, 
British  Guiana,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Demerara. 


(D.) 

Office  of  Special  Justice  of  the  Peace,  District  L., 
Sir,  Berbice,  12  July  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  received  on  the  9th  instant,  ^D  \ 

followed  up  by  a  statement  received  by  his  Excellency  respecting  husbands  residing  at 
plantation  Sohepmoed  bein^  prevented  from  visiting  their  wives  at  plantation  Canefield,  and 
of  their  having  been  punished  (imder  a  different  pretext  for  such  visits),  his  Excellency 
requiring  my  report  thereon. 

Unfortunately,  I  cannot  effectualljr  rebut  this  malicious  charge,  as  all  my  official  papers, 
amongst  which  the  minutes  of  judicial  proceeding  up  to  23d  of  November  last,  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  awful  fire  of  plantation  Dankbaarhird's  dwelling,  where  I  resided. 

Unconscious  of  receiving  or  giving  judgment  on  trumped-up  charges,  I  sent  to  gaol  for 
the  convictions,  of  which  I  send  your  Excellency  a  duplicate,  and  from  which  it  appears 
that  delinquent  Casper,  Amsterdam  and  Fortuin,  apprenticed  labourers  of  plantation  ochep- 
moed,  were  convictea  before  me  on  the  14th  November  last,  "for  absentmg  themselves  from 
the  estate  and  employment  thereof  from  the  21st  of  August  last  until  the  Ist  of  September 
following,  without  leave  or  permission  so  to  do,  causing  thereby  a  loss  of  labour  to  the 
estate  of  eight  days,  and  for  which  trespass  they  have  incurred  the  penalty  of  the  law  ; 
Ordinance,  No. 43,  cap.  6,  sec. 4,  adjudged  as  runaways;"  they  were  consequently  adjudged 
for  the  said  offence  to  two  months'  hard  labour  in  the  colonial  penal  gang,  with  imprison- 
ment at  night ;  on  their  return  to  the  estate,  to  perform  extm  labour  for  one  month,  at  a 
ate  of  10  hours'  per  day,  with  confinement  at  night  by  non-performance. 

What  plea  the  delinquents  may  have  brought  m  theur  defence,  I  cannot  say  from 
memory. 

Plantation  Schepmoed  is  up  Berbice  river,  and  plantation  Canefield  is  situated  on  the 
river  Canje,  28  miles  distant  from  each  other ;  and  when  it  is  said  Casper,  Amsterdam  and 

154.— II.  N  Fortuin 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.   Fortuinhave  wives,  it  is  also  said  that  they  have  several  times  visited  them  there  without  leave 
— —  of  the  manager;  if  this  is  a  fact,  which  i  much  doubt,  considering  the  distance,  they  must 

have  done  so  between  the  Saturday  afternoon  and  succeeding  Monday  morning,  or  on  the 
holidays ;  and  nothing  could  be  well  said  against  that ;  but  if  these  persons  were  to  take 
eight  or  nine  days  from  estate's  labour  for  such  visits,  either  to  wives  or  reputed  wives,  it 
would  be  very  improper,  and  be  a  great  loss  to  that  property. 

The  circular  despatches  of  his  Excellency  of  the  31  st  of  March  last,  received  the  8th  of 
April  following,  containing  his  Majesty's  Attomey-generars  opinion  respecting  access  to 
each  other  of  married  labourers  resident  on  different  estates,  explains  and  will  guide  the 
magistrates  in  future  in  these  matters. 

I  hope  the  above  will  be  accepted  by  his  Excellency  for  report,  as  it  is  absolutely  all  that 
I  can  say  about  it. 

I  have,  &c, 
(signed)  A.  Van  Ryck  de  Groot,  s.  j.  p. 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.,  Government  Secretary, 
Britieh  Guiana,  &c.  &c.  kc.  Demtrara. 


Conviction. 

British  Guiana,  to  wit.  District  L.,  in  the  Colony  of  Berbice. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  at  a  court  of  special  justice  held  this  day  on  plan- 
tatKHi  La  Retraite,  in  the  colony  of  British  Guiana^  apprentices  Casper,  Amsterdam  and 
Fortuin,  attached  to  plantation  Schepmoed,  are  convictea  before  me,  Apollonius  van  Ryck 
de  Groot,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's  special  justices  of  the  peace  for  said  colony,  for  that 
they  the  said  apprentices,  Casper,  Amsterdam  and  Fortuin,  attached  as  before,  did  absent 
themselves  from  the  estate  and  employment  thereof,  from  the  twenty-first  of  August 
last  until  the  first  of  September  following,  without  leave  or  permission  so  to  do,  causing 
thereby  a  loss  of  labour  to  the  estate  oi  eight  days,  and  for  which  trespass  Uiey  have  in- 
curred the  penalty  of  the  law ;  Ordinance  43,  cap.  6,  sec.  4,  adjudged  as  runaways ;  and  I, 
the  said  special  justice,  adjudge  the  said  apprentices,  Casper,  Amsterdam  and  Fortuin, 
attached  to  plantation  Schepmoed,  for  the  sam  oflfence,  to  two  months'  hard  labour  in  the 
colonial  penal  gang,  with  imprisonment  at  night;  on  their  return  to  the  estate,  to  perform 
extra  labour  for  one  month,  at  a  rate  of  ten  hours  per  day,  with  confinement  at  night  by 
non-performance  daily,  Sundays  including. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  first  abovennentioned. 

(signed)  A.  Van  Ryck  de  Gfroot,  s.  j.  p. 

To  Vincent  Simmonelli,  Keeper  of  his  Majesty's  Gaol, 
and  Headborough  or  Constable  of  Plantation 
Schepmoed. 


(E.) 

Sir,  Office  of  the  Sheriff  of  Berbice,  20  July  1837. 

<E.)  I  HAVE  the  honour,  in  obedience  to  the  desh^  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  conveyed 

in  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  herewith  to  forward  copy  of  the  proceedings  and  inquest, 
in  the  case  of  Frederick,  deceased,  apprenticed  labourer,  attached  to  plantation  Mara  and 
Germania,  and  formerly  of  plantation  Waakzaamheid. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  the  Honourable  Henry  Fox  Youjig,  (signed)         Charles  JR.  Wkinfieldy 

Grovernment  Secretary.  Sheriff. 


Coroner's  Inquest  held  at  Plantation  Wacdczaamheid,  on  the  body  of  Frederickf 
Apprenticed  Labourer,  attached  to  Plantation  Mara  and  Germania. 

WiUemuntje,  apprenticed  labourer,  attached  to  plantation  Mara  and  Germania,  sworn. — 
States,  I  am  the  mother-in-law  of  Frederick,  the  deceased ;  this  morning,  between  10  and  11 
o'clock,  I  came  in  my  house  where  1  and  Frederick  were  dwelling,  and  saw  him  lying  on  his 
£Etce  in  the  bed-room.  I  startled,  and  called  out  for  assistance,  as  I  perceived  a  rope  around 
his  neck ;  some  people  came  running  in,  and  found  Frederick  dead  ;  apparently  he  liad  hung 
.himself,  and  the  rope  must  have  broken.  I  do  not  know  any  cause  to  assign  for  his  destroy- 
ing himself. 

(signed)         Willenmnije. 

J.  F.  Mittkholzer,  Coroner. 

Sander,  apprenticed  labourer,  sick-nurse,  attached  to  plantation  Mara  and  Gennank, 
sworn. — States,  I  know  Frederick,  the  deceased,  very  well ;  I  heard  a  noise  of  crying,  and 
yelling  this  morning,  about  10  o'clock,  in  the  negro-yard,  and  ran  to  the  spot  into  the  house 
of  th^  deceased,  and  found  him  lying  forward  on  his  face ;  I  examined  him,  and  he  was 
cold  and  dead ;  from  a  piece  of  rope  around  his  neck,  and  another  piece  similar  to  that  on 

his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES,  99 

his  neck,  attached  to  the  beams  of  his  bed-room;  I  concluded  that  be  had  hung  himself  and  BRITISH  CUiANl. 
that  the  rope  must  hare  given  way  afterwards.     I  canuoot  say  or  think  what  brought  him  to  '"^- 

this  act ;  Ido  not  know  any  thing  further. 

(signed)         Sander ^  Sick  Nurse. 

J.  V.  MittUholzery  Coroner. 

Felixy  apprenticed  labourer,  attached  to  plantation  Mara  and  Germania,  sworn. — States, 
I  am  the  father  of  the  deceased,  and  know  nothing  about  the  death  of  my  son  Frederick ; 
1  heard  the  noise  in  the  negro-yard,  went  there,  and  found  him,  Frederick,  lying  dead ; 
apparently  he  had  hung  himself  with  a  small  fish-line,  of  which  part  was  round  ms  neck, 
and  the  other  part  &stened  to  a  beam  of  his  bedroom ;    I  cannot  imagine  what  brought  him  , 

to  this  violent  act ;  I  cannot  give  any  further  elucidation. 

(signed)        Felix,  Apprenticed  Labourer. 
J.  V.  MiUleholzer,  Coroner. 

D.  P.  Staal,  medical  practitioner  of  District  L.,  sworn. — I  know  Frederick,  the 
deceased ;  I  have  duly  and  carefully  examined  the  corpse,  and  find  no  other  marks  of  vio- 
lence on  his  body  but  that  of  hanging,  which  I  consider  to  be  the  cause  of  his  death ;  he  was 
a  well-disposed  man,  and  sober. 

Questions  by  the  Court, 

Was  he,  Frederick,  ever  troubled  with  any  remarkable  complaint  ? — Once  he  wa^  brought 
out  of  the  field  in  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  about  a  few  months  ago. 

At  that  time  when  you  saw  nim,  was  he  then  still  out  of  his  seises  ? — Yes,  he  was  senseless. 
Had  he  ever  had  such  an  attack  previous  or  after  that  time  ? — No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

(signed)        D.  Polyn.  Staal,  Surgeon. 


Office  of  the  Sheriff,  Berbice,  20  July  1887. 
I  do  hereby  certify  this  to  be  a  true  c<^y  from  the  original  proceedings  lodged  in  Iskia 
office. 

Charles  R.  WhinJUld,  Sheriff. 


Inquisition. 
Berbice,  to  wit* 

•  An  inquisition  taken  at  plantation  Waakzaamheid,  in  District  L.,  in  the  colony  of  British 
Guiana,  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1836,  before  me,  J,  V.  MitUe- 
holzer,  one  of  the  coroners  of  our  Lord  the  King  for  the  colony  aforesaid,  upon  the  view  of  the 
body  of  Frederick,  apprenticed  labourer,  then  and  there  lying  dead,  upon  the  oaths  of  A.  Aus- 
tine,  H.  Aynge,  J.  Russell,  J.  Riddock  and  J.  Arends,  of  this  district,  good  and  lawful  men, 
who,  being  sworn  and  charged  to  inquire  on  the  part  of  our  Lord  the  King,  when,  where,  how 
and  after  what  manner  the  said  Frederick  came  to  his  death,  as  also  by  what  signs  and 
marks  the  body  ot  the  said  Frederick  was  known  or  identified,  do  say  upon  their  oath,  that 
he,  Frederick,  came  to  his  death  by  hanging  himself  in  a  fit  of  temporary  insanity. 

In  witness  hereof,  as  well  the  aforesaid  coroner  as  the  jurors  aforesaid  have  to  this  inqui- 
sition put  their  hands,  on  the  day  and  year  and  at  the  place  first  above-mentioned. 

("signed)        J.  F.  Mittleholzer,  Coroner. 
Alex.Auitmey   ^ 
JoknRiddoek,  \ 
James  RmsseU,  ]  Jmon. 
JohatL  Arends,  \ 
(True  copy.)  -ST.  Ajfrnge, 

(signed)  Charles  R.  Whinfieldy  Sheriff. 


(F.) 

^  Sir,  ,  .  ,  1^  J"'y  1^37,  Plantation  Hague.  .v  v 

Keferring  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  June,  transmitting  a  complaint  made  of  the  manner  ^  ^^ 

in  which  Ihe  provisions  on  plantation  Hague  are  served  to  the  apprentices,  I  deemed  it 


m 


ly  duty  to  show  the  same  to  J.  Sievewright,  Esq.,  attorney  for  the  estate,  and  who  states, 
It  IS  quite  true  they  cut  their  own  plantains,  and  I  believe  have  done  so  since  it  was 
an  estate.    Last  year  I  tried  the  plan  of  servmg  them  with  an  allowance,  but  could  not 

E lease  them,  and  for  two  weeks  they  veould  scarcely  take  what  was  cut;  not  wishing  to 
ave  any  disturbance  on  the  estate,  I  allowed  them  to  return  to  their  old  way,  and  mice 
then  have  not  heard  of  any  complaints.  I  rather  think  they  look  upon  it  as  a  privilege." 
I  inquired  of  Mr.  Pickthall  if  he  had  ever  refiised  the  use  of  the  punt;  he  declared  he  had 
never,  since  he  had  been  manager. 

^54- — JI-  N  2  I  must 
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BIUTISH  GUIANA,        I  must  say,  that  it  appears  to  be  perfectly  litigious  to  complain  of  being  allowed  to  cut 
"■—  their  own  plantains,  on  a  plea  of  its  occupying  at  least  five  hours  to  cut  at  two  different 

periods  two  bunches  of  plantains. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.,  Gov.  Sec.  (signed)        Thos.  Delafonsj  s.j.p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


(G.) 

<G.)  Sir,  Office  of  the  Sheriff  of  Berbice,  4  February  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  that  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Scoble  has  recently  b^n  travelling  in  this  district  from  estate  to  estate, 
and  much  exciting  the  minds  of  the  apprenticed  labourers,  more  particularly  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Patrick,  where  he  is  represented  to  have  circulated  a  most  mischievous  and  un- 
founded report  relative  to  apprenticed  labourer  Kendall,  deceased,  formerly  attached  to 
Goldstone  Hall,  to  the  effect  that  this  man  had  come  to  his  death  through  ill-treatment  and 
violence — in  fact,  murdered ;  and  that  there  had  been  neither  inquest  nor  inquiry  as  to  how 
he  had  come  to  his  death.  I  have  been  applied  to  for  copies  of  the  inquest  in  question, 
in  order  that  this  prejudicial  report  may  be  contradicted,  tne  person  Scoble  being  now  in 
Demerara  on  his  return  to  Europe. 

I  however  informed  the  parties,  that,  granting  copies  of  official  documents  from  my 
office  without  authoritv  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  would  be  irregular,  but  that  I 
would  submit  the  whole  to  his  Excellency. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  submit  this  letter  and  accom- 
panying copy  of  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  apprenticed  labourer  Kendall,  for  his  Ex- 
cellency's consideration  and  commands. 

I  have,  &c 

To  Henry  Fox  Young,  Esq.  (s^ed)        Charles  R.  Whinfieldf  Sheriff. 

Gk>vemment  Secretary. 


Proceedings  of  a  Corokbr's  Inquest  held  on  Plantation  Goldstone  Hall,  this  Ist  day  of 
June  1835,  on  the  body  of  Kendally  apprenticed  labourer  attached  to  that  estate. 

The  following  jurors,  viz.  Greorge  Adams,  William  Deans,  and  A.  A.  Seear,  having  been 
duly  sworn  in,  proceeded  to  examine  the  body  of  the  deceased. 

Dr.  Richardson,  sworn  and  examined. — I  knew  Kendall ;  examined  his  body  yesterday, 
and  found  no  marks  of  violence  thereon,  and  am  of  opinion  that  he  died  suddenly  in  a  fit 
of  apoplexy  while  bathing. 

(signed)         William  Richardson. 

Ooodluck,  sworn  and  examined. — Knew  the  deceased,  and  identifies  the  body ;  I  am 
a  foreman  on  this  estate ;  Kendall  was  working  with  me  on  Saturday  the  30th  ultimo ;  I  saw 
him  last  at  about  half-past  five  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  he  had  not  then  finished  his  row ;  I  told  him 
I  was  going  home,  he  must  try  his  best  and  finish  his  row ;  the  manager  asked  me  the 
foUowmg  morning  if  Kendajl  had  finished  his  row  ;  I  told  him  he  had  not ;  he  then  desired 
me  to  bring  him  and  lock  him  up ;  I  went  to  Gibson,  who  is  also  a  foreman  and  constable, 
and  told  him  that  the  manager  had  desired  me  to  bring  Kendall  and  lock  him  up ;  we  both 
went  to  look  for  him ;  we  went  along  the  public  road  and  returned  by  the  front  dam  near 
the  field  where  I  had  been  at  work  on  Saturday ;  when  we  came  near  the  beam  over  the 
canal,  between  the  field  and  front  dam,  we  saw  Kendall's  jacket  hanging  upon  a  tree,  and 
the  rest  of  his  clothes  on  the  dam ;  we  soon  after  discovered  his  body  m  the  canal,  and  his 
hoe  resting  against  the  beam  as  if  he  had  used  it  to  assist  him  across  the  canal ;  Kendall 
had  been  taken  to  a  special  justice  of  the  peace  on  the  29th  ultimo,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  refused  to  do  any  work  ;  I  sent  on  Saturday  evening  to  ask  of  the  person  who  had 
gone  with  him  to  the  special  justice,  whether  he  had  been  sentenced  to  confinement,  but 
got  no  reply ;  Kendall  was  with  me  the  whole  of  Saturday,  and  I  saw  nothing  the  matter 
with  him. 

GoocUuch,  X  his  mark. 

Gibson,  sworn  and  examined. — Is  foreman  and  constable  on  this  estate;  knew  the  deceased, 
and  identifies  the  body ;  did  not  see  the  deceased  on  Saturday  the  30th  ultimo.  On 
Saturday  morning,  Goodluck  came  to  me  and  told  me  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  manager 
to  lock  up  Kendall;  we  went  together  to  his  house,  did  not  find  him  there;  Goodluck  said 
we  had  better  go  round  the  front,  where  he  had  been  working  on  Saturday,  as  it  is  likely  he 
might  have  slept  in  the  watch-house ;  when  we  came  near  the  beam  lying  over  the  canal, 
between  the  field  and  the  dam,  we  found  Kendall's  clothes  on  the  dam,  and  his  body 
floating  in  the  canal,  with  the  fiice  downwards ;  examined  the  body  and  saw  no  marks  of 
violence  thereon.  I  then  came  to  the  overseer  and  reported  the  circumstance ;  his  hoe  was 
lying  in  the  trench  as  if  he  had  used  it  to  cross  over ;  I  asked  Goodluck  why  he  had  not 
locked  up  Kendall  on  Saturday  night ;  he  said  he  had  no  orders  to  do  so.  I  think  that 
Kendall,  in  attempting  to  walk  over  the  stick,  fell  in  the  canal  and  got  drowned. 

Gibson,  ^  his  mark. 

Atnie^ 
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Amie,  sworn  and  examined. — I  was  working  alongside  of  Kendall  on  Saturday ;  I  finished  BRITISH  GUIANA, 
my  row  about  three  o'clock,  and  went  to  help  my  sister ;  Kendall  had  not  finished  his  row  — -^ 

then ;  I  left  him  there ;  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  there  was  any  thing  the  matter 

'^**"°'-  Amie,  X  her  mark. 

Celia,  sworn  and  examined. — 1  superintend  the  weak  gang  on  this  estate;  Kendall 
belonged  to  my  gang,  but  did  not  do  his  work ;  I  brought  him  to  the  manager,  and  he  sent 
me  with  him  to  a  special  justice  of  the  peace,  who  repnmanded  him,  and  told  him  that  he 
should  be  locked  up  at  night  if  he  did  not  finish  two-thirds  of  the  usual  row  given  to  the 
weak  gang  on  this  estate ;  I  carried  him  out  to  the  field  on  Saturday  morning  and  gave  him 
to  Goodluck,  and  did  not  see  him  afterwards ;  I  did  not  say  to  Goodluck  that  Kendall  was 
sentenced  to  be  locked  up  if  he  did  not  finish  his  row. 

Celitty  X  her  mark. 

Vbrdicjt. — The  jurors,  havmg  maturely  considered  the  evidence,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
apprenticed  labourer  Kendall  came  by  his  death  by  drowning;  supposed  to  have  been 
seized  by  a  fit  of  apoplexy  while  bathing. 

(signed)        Geo.  Adams,  1 

Wm.  Deans,    I  Jurors. 
A.  A.  SeeoTf  J 
(True  copy.)  James  Kirkwood,  J.  p.  Coroner, 

(signed)         Charles  R.  Whinfield,  Sherifi: 


(H.) 
Sir,  Berbice,  28  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  an  extract  fi*om  a  report  made  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  respecting  /jj\ 

the  confinement  of  certain  pregnant  women  in  the  cells  of  plantation  Goldstone  Hall ;  I  can 
assure  his  Excellency  there  is  no  truth  in  such  report ;  and  I  again  declare,  that  no  pregnant 
women  have  been  sentenced  to  be  locked  up  in  tne  cells  of  that  estate  since  I  have  acted  as 
a  special  justice. 

In  regard  to  CJatherine's  case,  I  shall  only  add  that  she  never  was  locked  up  in  any  cell ; 
that  she  was  released  at  half-past  six  in  the  evening,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  tne  same  night 
she  was  delivered ;  that  the  chdd's  name  is  Rose,  and  that  it  is  never  called  Black-hole. 

I  made  every  inquiry  as  to  Eliza,  but  no  one  of  that  name  had  either  been  locked  up  or 
had  been  delivered  of  a  dead  child. 

I  found,  however,  that  a  woman  named  Celia  miscarried ;  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  evidence  of  the  midwife,  Barbara,  on  this  subject,  and  to  that  of  the  foreman,  Gibson, 
relative  to  the  last  charge,  "  that  women  are  worked  up  to  the  i>eriod  of  their  delivery." 

I  am  sorry  that  the  state  of  my  health  has  prevented  my  making  further  inquiry  into  these 
reports.    The  evidence  of  Barbara  and  Gibson  was  taken  on  the  25th  February  last. 

I  have,  &c, 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.                                  (signed)        J.  M'Leod,  Special  Magistrate. 
&c.  &c.  &c.  

Goldstone  Hall,  25  February  1837. 

Gibson,  sworn. — I  am  head  foreman  on  plantation  Goldstone  Hall ;  I  am  alsa  a  constable 
<he  then  gives  a  statement  relative  to  Kendall,  who  was  found  drowned) ;  I  superintend  the 
labour  of  the  strong  gang;  pregnant  women  do  not  work  with  me;  women  in  their  last 
month  no  work  in  the  field  at  all ;  do  any  little  thing  about  the  buildings ;  sometimes 
look  after  the  children  in  the  Creole-house;  Louisa  is  now  sitting  down  in  Creole-house; 
she  is  far  advanced  in  pregnancy.  Lodovica  just  make  child ;  she  had  been  getting  cane- 
tops  to  tie  the  megass  for  some  weeks  before  she  make.  Catherine  was  locked  up  in  one 
of  the  rooms  in  the  brick  building;  was  not  put  in  the  cell ;  she  did  not  remain  long  there; 
she  called  out  and  was  released ;  she  then  went  to  her  house  and  was  delivered  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  child's  name,  Rose.  I  know  Celia ;  she  make  dead  child  j  #  *  *  *  *  ♦ 
######*  ghe  was  doing  light  work  at  the  time ;  weeding  dam  with  hoe ;  the 
other  pre^ant  women  were  doing  the  same  work.  Barbara  is  midwife ;  the  women  always 
call  upon  Barbara  whenever  pain  hold  them.  Becky  lately  made  piccanini ;  the  child  is  alive ; 
no  child  has  died  for  several  months ;  no  woman  goes  to  work  till  one  month  after  they 
make  child ;  Barbara  always  says  when  they  are  to  go  to  work ;  no  woman  was  ever  sent 
to  field  two  weeks  after  her  confinement. 

Provision  grounds  are  on  the  estate ;  the  ground  never  was  taken  from  the  people ;  they 
say  they  have  no  time  to  work  them  ;  they  used  to  work  them  on  the  Sunday,  now  they  go 
to  church ;  no  free  children  work  on  Goldstone  Hall ;  they  go  to  the  school. 

Tasks  given  on  Goldstone  Hall. 

Previous  to  1st  Aug,  1834  :  Since  1834 : 

Weeding  and  moulding       -        -         120  roeds     -        -       100  roeds. 
Digging  12  feet  of  a  canal  -        -  1  roed      -        -        10  feet. 

Old  small  drain  -        -        -  50  roeds     -        -         35  roeds. 

Cutting  canes   -         -        .  8  feet  cords,  2  roeds     -  2  cords  6  ft.  8  in. 

Shovel  ploughing        -        -        -  60  to  70  roeds       -         50  roeds. 

Planting  (done  by  women)  -  50  roeds      -        -         60  roeds. 

Tlie  strong  hands  always  finish  in  good  time,  the  lazy  hands  only  are  late. 

Gibson*Q   P<  mark. 
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BRITISH  GUIABMl.       Barbara,  sworn. — I  am  an  apprenticed  labourer  of  plantation  Goldstone  Hall;  I  am  mid> 
— —  wife ;  I  have  acted  in  such  capacity  for  many  years  ;  whenever  I  see  a  woman  with  belly^ 

I  ask  'em, "  How  many  moon  tney  carry  belly ; "  sometime  they  tell  me,  sometime  no ;  whoi 
pain  hold  'em  they  come  to  me  ;  I  know  Celia ;  I  was  not  at  home  when  she  miscarry  ;  she 
told  me  one  month  left  for  her ;  this  was  after  she  miscarry ;  I  ask  'em  why  she  no  g6t 
somebody  for  help  'em ;  she  say  she  no  able ;  she  been  cook  plantain  in  watchman 
bouse ;  that  after  eating  ihem  she  feel  bad  pain  **♦*♦•♦ 
*  *  *  *  CeUa  told  me  the  child  dead  ;  I  did  not  see  her  till  the  morning  after 
she  miscarried ;  Celia  sat  down  for  four  weeks  after  this  in  her  own  house ;  she  had  been 
very  ill  some  time  before  with  measles ;  Celia  did  not  say  what  had  caused  miscarnage ;  I 
know  Catherine;  ibe  was  locked  up  one  night  in  a  room  next  daric  house;  pain  hold 
'em ;  she  called  out ;  was  released  and  went  borne ;  was  delivered  in  the  n^ro-houae ;  did 
not  attend  on  her ;  I  mind  the  child  ;  Catherine  did  not  tell  me  when  she  expected  to  make 
child. 

Women  never  go  to  field  till  one  month  after  their  confinement ;  T  always  remain  one 
week  with  them ;  Mr.  Nash  give  them  sugar ;  rice  is  given  about  a  month  afterwards. 

Barbara's^  mark. 

Mr.  Scoble  asserted  that  the  hospital  on  Goldstone  Hall  was  dirty ;  only  washed  once 
a  weeiL. 

Macaw,  sworn. — I  am  an  apprenticed  labourer  of  plantation  Goldstone  Hall;  I  am 
employed  in  the  hospital ;  I  wash  it  every  day,  Sunday  or  no  Sunday ;  the  hospital  is  kept 
very  clean ;  Cressa  cooks  for  the  sick. 

(True  copy.)  Ifaotnr's  X   maik. 

Z.  UPLeod,  s.  J.  p.,  K.  District. 


a-) 

n\  Sir,  Berbice,  28  July  1857. 

^  '^  I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  state,  that  when  Mr.  Scoble  mentioned  the  cases  now  under  con- 

sideration, I  immediately  inquired  into  them,  and  reported  the  result  to  that  gentleman,  who 
remarked,  ^*  that  had  he  known  that  I  would  have  made  such  investigaticm,  he  never  would 
have  reported  the  cases  to  me."  I  then  stated  to  Mr.  Scoble,  that  if  he  did  not  consider  the 
result  of  such  inquiir  satisfactorv,  it  would  be  an  act  of  justice  to  all  parties  to  report  the 
matter  to  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor,  who  would  immediately  order  tl^e  strictest  inquiry 
to  be  made  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Scoble  gave  me  to  understand  that  such  was  not  his  object ;  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  refer  the  cases  home,  when  they  would  be  tried  before  a  very  different  court,  when  he 
himself  would  take  an  active  part  in  behalf  of  the  apprenticed  labourers. 

In  regard  to  Gelia's  case,  I  stated  that  it  all  depended  on  the  nature  of  the  work  she  was 
called  on  to  perform  j  if  such  work  was  improper  or  unfit  for  a  woman  in  her  condition,  then 
I  should  consider  the  manager  of  the  estate  nighly  culpable ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
'work  was  fair  and  reasonable,  such  as  she  was  capable  of  performing  with  ease  to  herself,  I 
did  not  see  that  any  blame  could  be  attached  to  any  one«  Mr.  Scoble  agreed  in  this  view 
of  the  case ;  when,  therefore,  he  learnt  that  CeUa  had  been  engaged  in  very  light  work,  audi 
as  weeding  the  dam  with  hoe,  which  Mr.  S.  himself  acknowledged  was  work  she  was  capable  of 
.performing,  it  would  have  been  more  candid  and  iust  in  him  to  have  said  no  more  on  mat  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Scoble  attended  daily  at  my  office  whilst  in  Berbice.  On  one  occasion  he  stated 
•that  the  amount  of  labour  at  that  time  exacted  from  the  labourers  was  greater  than  ever  was 
given  to  the  people  when  they  were  in  a  state  of  slavery.  This  I  demed,  and  engaged  to 
ftfove  that  he  was  misinformed.  I  made  a  point  of  asluns  every  apprenticed  labourer  thttt 
came  to  my  oGee  what  quantity  of  work  was  expecied,  indeed  exacted,  bota  them  fomeriy ; 
and  in  every  instance  showed  that  on  the  1st  of  August  1884,  the  work  was  reduced  one- 
sixth,  without  regard  to  tariff.  I  obtained  evidence  trom  at  least  fifteen  estates  in  this  dis- 
icict  on  this  point,  yet  Mr.  Scoble  persisted  in  his  assertion,  **  that  the  weak  was  heavier 
now  than  formerly.  I  would  only  add,  that  when  Mr.  Scoble  refused  to  submit  certain  eases 
to  his  Excellency  the  Oovemor,  I  caUed  up<m  him  to  publish  th^n  in  this  colony,  and  that 
J  would  pay  the  expense  of  pubUcation,  and  would  afterwards  prosecute  him  for  a  liheL  I 
need  hardly  say  he  objected  to  this  proposal. 

I  told  him  1  feared  no  inquiry  bemg  made  into  my  conduct  as  a  magistrate ;  that  I  ad 
always  acted  in  accordance  witn  the  oath  I  had  taken,  without  fear,  favour  or  partiality ;. 
and  that  I  felt  satisfied  that  in  this  district  the  apprenticed  labourers  had  every  thing  they 
were  by  law  entitied  to. 

I  think  it  but  justice  to  myself  to  make  these  few  remarks,  and  am,  sir, 

Yours,  &c. 
(signed)  J.  M'Leod,  s.  j.,  K.  fiistriet. 
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—  No.  114.— 


BBiTISil  GLIA^^A• 


(No.  266.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  November  1837.  No.  114. 

I  HAVE  received  yotir  despatches  (No.  363  and  367)  of  the  8th  and  1 4th  of 
August,  further  on  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Scoble,  who,  as  reported 
in  your  despatch  (No.  300)  of  the  7th  of  April  last,  had  visited  British  Guiana 
for  the  pinrpose  of  personally  investigating  the  working  of  the  apprenticeship  system 
in  that  colony.  I  have  read  these  despatches,  and  the  remarks  and  documents  en- 
closed in  them,  with  very  great  satisfaction,  and  I  have  to  convey  to  you  my  entire 
approval  of  the  line  of  conduct  which  you  pursued,  both  in  the  unqualified  faci- 
lities which  you  afforded  Mr.  Scoble  in  aid  of  his  researches,  and  in  the  manner 
in  which  you  dealt  with  the  communications  addressed  to  you  by  that  gentleman. 
Your  course  of  proceeding  appears  to  me  to  have  been  just,  temperate  and  judi- 
cious, and  calculated  alike  to  dispel  suspicion  on  the  part  of  those  who  regard  the 
apprenticeship  as  oppressive  to  the  negroes^  and  to  place  on  a  sound  and  proper 
footing  the  reputation  of  the  Colonial  Society.  The  promptitude  with  which  you 
investigated  every  circumstance  alleged  by  Mr.  Scoble  which  seemed  to  demand 
inquiry  has  been  attended  with  the  twofold  benefit  of  correcting  without  delay 
what  was  susceptible  of  immediate  amendment,  and  of  furmsMng  true  information 
on  various  points  on  which  Mr.  Scoble's  statements,  founded  on  partial  evidence 
or  the  result  of  superficial  inquiry,  would,  if  unexplained,  have  tended  to  produce 
very  erroneous  impressions.  It  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  you  to  find  the  re- 
sults of  your  labours  in  the  superintendence  of  the  great  change  which  has  been 
effected  in  the  colonial  system  placed  in  so  clear  and  satisfactory  a  light  as  they 
appear  to  me  to  be  in  the  documents  now  before  me.  That  a  perfect  system  could 
at  once  have  been  established  and  enforced  in  substitution  for  that  which  existed 
for  so  long  a  series  of  years  was  not,  indeed,  to  be  expected  by  any  man  of  com- 
mon sense  and  ordinary  acquaintance  with  human  nature.  It  is  no  matter  of 
surprise  that  evils  of  great  inveteracy  and  malignity  should  have  left  some  traces 
of  their  former  existence,  and  that  in  British  Guiana,  as  elsewhere,  the  authority 
of  the  law  and  the  administration  of  justice  should  not  have  been  in  every  in- 
stance effective  and  impeccable.  I  confess,  however,  that  I  derive  from  a  review 
of  these  papers,  as  well  as  from  other  soiurces  of  information,  the  strongest  con- 
viction that,  even  during  the  comparatively  short  period  which  has  hitherto 
elapsed  since  the  operation  oi  the  new  law,  benefits  of  no  ordinary  character,  and 
fully  equal  to  any  reasonable  anticipations,  have  been  realized  in  the  colony  under 
your  government.  I  am  also  confirmed  in  the  assurance  that  nothing  is  wanting 
on  your  part  to  give  full  effect  to  the  intentions  of  the  British  Legislature  in  the 
aboUtion  of  slavery,  with  a  just  and  correct  view  of  what  is  really  qonducive  to 
the  permanent  interests  of  aJl  classes  of  the  society  at  the  head  of  which  you  are 
placed. 

There  are  several  facts  and  suggestions  brought  under  my  notice  in  the  en- 
closures to  your  present  despatches,  which,  had  they  been  submitted  to  me 
imder  other^circumstances,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  distinctly  to  notice,  and 
I  may  have  occasioo,  as  has  already  been  the  case,  to  advert  to  some  of  them  in: 
separate  despatches,  but  here  I  do  not  think  this  necessary.  It  is  for  the  presait 
enough  that  your  attention  has  been  pointedly  directed  to  them,  and  that  the  most 
important  are  either  reserved  for  further  consideration,  or  have  been  immediately 
met  by  those  meims  which  you  think  the  most  available  to  remedy  existing 
defects. 

Your  experience  and  local  information  as  well  as  the  spirit  which  has  uniformly 
characterized  your  administration,  induced  me  to  |dace  full  confidence  in  the 
judgment  and  discretion  with  which  you  will  .continue  to  watch  over  the  working 
of  the  present  system,  and  to  prepare  for  the  safe  and  satisfactory  accompUshment 
of  the  unqualified  emancipation  which  is  now  rapidly  approaching. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Gkndg. 
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REGULATIONS  relative  to  the  SUPPLY  of  FARINACEOUS  FOOD. 


—  No.  115.— 
(No.  304.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No^  ii<.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  23  April  1837, 

The  great  mass  of  the  labouring  population  of  this  colony  are  fed  upon  plan- 
tains and  salt  fish.  The  planters  are,  however,  at  liberty  to  substitute  other  fari- 
naceous food  for  the  plantains  ;  and  on  estates  where  plantains  are  not  cultivated, 
corn-meal,  made  from  Indian  com,  and  imported  from  America,  is  occasionally 
issued  to  the  labourers.  Some  disputes  having  taken  place  on  a  plantation 
called  the  John  and  Cove,  relative  to  the  quantity  of  corn-meal  offered  to  the 
apprenticed  labourers,  and  which  was  asserted  by  the  latter  to  be  inadequate  to 
their  sustenance,  I  referred  to  the  existing  tariff,  and  found  that  10  pints  of  corn- 
meal  was  the  whole  amount  of  the  weekly  allowance  of  farinaceous  food  for  a 
stout  labouring  man.  This  tariff  was  issued  and  established,  by  proclamation^  by 
Major-general  Sir  !^njamin  D'Urban.  The  order  in  coimcil  of  the  2d  Novem- 
ber 183],  fixes  21  pints  of  corn-meal  as  the  weekly  allowance  of  that  species 
of  food  when  plantains  are  not  issued.  I  cannot  accoimt  for  such  a  very  im- 
portant discrepancy  between  the  order  in  coimcil  and  the  proclamation  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  details  of  that  order  into  effect,  otherwise  than  by 
adverting  to  the  fact  of  plantains  being  the  usual  food.  The  amoimt  or  quantity 
of  those  articles  authorized  to  be  issued  as  succedaneums  had  not  been  carefully 
examined.  I  have,  however,  felt  it  my  duty  forthwith  to  remedy  this  oversight ; 
and  I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  proclamation 

_, which  I  drew  up  and  caused  to  be  promulgated,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 

as  soon  as  I  became  aware  of  the  circumstances. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        J.  Carmichael  StMfth. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  115. 
Proclamation. 


J.  Carmichabl  Smyxh,  British  Guiana. 
End.  1 ,  ID  No.  1 15.  (l.  s.) 

By  bis  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Baronet,  CompaQioa 
of  the  most  honourable  the  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  knight  Commander  of  the 
Royal  Order  of  Hanover,  Knight  of  the  Austrian  Imperial  Order  of  Maria  Theresa^ 
Knight  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Order  of  St.  Wladimir,  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice-Admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the 
same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Wherbas  in  the  fifth  regulation  of  the  88th  clause  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  King's 
most  Excellent  Majesty,  dated  the  2d  November  1831,  it  is  ordered  and  directed,  that  every 
slave  above  the  age  of  10  years  shall  receive  in  each  week  21  pints  of  wheat-flour,  or  of  the 
flour  or  meal  of  Guinea,  or  Indian  com,  as  a  substitute  for  plantains,  cocoas  or  yams  :  And 
whereas  by  the  sixth  regulation  of  the  same  clause,  the  Governor  of  Uiis  colony  is  empowered 
to  authorize  from  time  to  time,  by  proclamations  to  be  by  him  for  that  purpose  issued,  the 
substitution  for  the  provisions  aforesaid  of  any  other  provisions  equivalent  to  and  equally 
nutritious  with  the  same :  And  whereas  his  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  Benjamin  D' urban, 
late  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  did  issue  a  proclamation  upon  the  18th  January  1833,  to 
which  a  schedule  of  allowances  for  food  is  attached,  and  in  which  schedule  26  lbs.  of  yams 
o^  potatoes,  or  20  lbs.  of  eddoes  or  tanyas,  or  10  pints  of  wheat-flour,  or  10  pints  of 
Indian  corn-meal,  or  10  pints  of  rice,  are  declared  to  be  the  proportions  of  other  farmaceous 
food  which  may  be  substituted  for  the  allowance  of  70  lbs.  of  plantains :  And  whereas  in  the 
120th  clause  of  the  order  in  council,  as  already  quoted,  it  is  ordered  and  declared,  that  no 
law,  statute,  ordinance  or  proclamation  now  or  at  anytime  heretofore  in  force  in  this  colony, 
or  which  shall  hereafter,  by  any  governor  or  local  legislature  of  the  colony,  be  made,  enacted, 
ordained  or  promulgated  (in  as  far  as  the  same  may  or  shall  be  in  anywise  repugnant  to  or 
inconsistent  with  the  said  order  in  council)  shall  be  binding  on  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  such 
colony,  or  be  of  any  force,  virtue  or  effect  therein ;  or  shall  be  recognized  as  legal  or  valid 
by  any  court,  judge  or  magistrate  within  this  colony  : 
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And  whereas  the  substitution  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  the  diminished  quantity,  is  repugnant  BRXIXSU  QUIANjL 

to  the  provisions  of  the  said  order  in  council,  and  of  no  force  or  effect :  And  whereas  by  the  

llUi  clause  of  the  Act  of  the  Impei^al  Parliament,  3  &  4  Will.  IV.  c.  73,  intituled,  "  An 
Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  throughout  the  British  Colonies,"  it  is  enacted,  that  during 
the  continuance  of  the  apprenticeship  of  the  labourers  therein  referred  to,  they  shall  be 
entitled  to  such  food,  clothing,  lodging  and  medical  attendance,  and  such  other  maintenance 
and  allowances  as  by  any  law  then  in  force  in  the  colonies  the  owner  of  any  slave  was  bound 
to  supply  and  furnish  : 

I  ao  hereby,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me  by  his  Majesty,  under  the 
sixth  regulation  of  the  88th  clause  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  2d  November  1831,  and 
which  authority  is  again  specially  renewed  as  regards  the  apprenticed  labourers,  under  the 
sixth  regulation  of  the  first  section  of  chapter  the  third  of  ordmance  43,  authorize  and  direct 
(whenever  it  may  not  be  convenient  for  the  employer  of  an  apprenticed  labourer  to  issue  the 
weekly  allowance  of  70  lbs.  weight  of  plantains  to  each  labourer)  the  substitution  of  not  less 
than  56  lbs.  of  yams  or  potatoes,  or  cocoas,  or  eddoes,  or  tanyas ;  or  21  pints  of  wheat-flour, 
or  of  Indian  corn-meal,  or  of  rice,  in  lieu  of  the  plantains. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  Gruiana  Public  Buildings,  in  George 
Town,  Demerara,  British  Guiana,  this  24th  day  of  April  1837,  and  in  the  seventh 
year  of  his  Majesty's  reign. 

God  save  the  King. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(signed)        H.  E,  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 


—No.  116.— 
(No.  310.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Olenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  29  April  1837.  No.  11 6. 

With  reference  to  the  despatch  of  the  23d  instant,  No.  304,  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  address  to  your  Lordship,  and  to  the  proclamation  therein  contained, 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  having  been  waited  upon  by  a 
deputation  or  conmiittee  of  respectable  proprietors  and  attomies,  I  have  been 
induced,  in  consequence  of  the  very  many  difficulties  which  these  gentlemen 
stated  would  be  experienced  if  the  regidations  prescribed  in  the  proclamation  were 
forthwith  carried  into  effect,  to  suspend  its  operation  for  six  months.  I  have  not 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  of  suspending  the  operation  of  the  proclamation  vdthout 
some  regret ;  as,  in  the  mean  while,  those  labourers  whose  employers  issue  to  ' 
them  a  weekly  allowance  of  only  10  pints  of  Indian  corn-meal  are  receiving  a 

very  inadequate  supply  of  food.     I  beg  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  my  ^^ 

reply  to  the  gentlemen  forming  the  deputation,  a  perusal  of  which  will  place  your 
Lordship  completely  in  possession  of  the  arguments  and  of  the  motives  which      ^ 
have  influenced  my  conduct. 

As  the  principal  objection  to  the  augmentation  of  the  quantity  of  those  articles 
of  farinaceous  food  which  the  employers  are  at  liberty  to  substitute  for  plantains 
is  the  additional  expense  thereby  entailed  upon  the  estates  to  which  the  labourers 
are  attached,  as  stated  to  me  by  the  gentlemen  composing  the  deputaticm,  I  have 

thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  five  enclosed  calculations,  (^0 

showing  the  expense  of  feeding  an  able-bodied  labourer,  according  to  the  average 
prices  of  last  year  for  twelve  months ;  1st,  upon  plantains  and  salt  fish,  three 
pounds  ;  2dly,  upon  a  weekly  allowance  of  21  pints  of  corn-meal  and  three  pounds 
of  salt  fish ;  3dly,  upon  a  weekly  allowance  of  2 1  pints  of  rice  and  three  pounds  of 
salt  fish  ;  4th,  upon  a  weekly  allowance  of  only  10  pints  of  corn-meal  and  three 
pounds  of  salt  fish  ;  and  5thly,  upon  a  weekly  allowance  of  only  10  pints  of  rice 
and  three  pounds  of  salt  fish.  Your  Lordship  will  easily,  from  these  documents, 
form  your  own  opinion  as  to  whether  the  amount  of  thte  additional  expense  is  of 
a  nature  to  affect  the  consideration  of  a  question  of  such  overwhelming  import- 
ance to  the  well-being  of  the  labouring  population. 

Your  Lordship  will,  I  feel  confident,  deplore  v^th  me  that  the  former  Dutch 
system,  by  which  the  proprietors  of  estates  were  compelled  to  have  a  certain 
extent  of  groimd  in  cultivation  as  a  plantain  walk  or  as  provision  grounds,  has, 
by  degrees,  been  done  away  vdth.  The  high  price  of  sugar  and  other  articles 
of  produce  has  induced  the  planter  to  purchase  imported  provisions,  and  to  apply 
all  his  labour  towards  raising  those  things  only  from  which  an  immediate  profit 
was  to  be  expected.     If  it  is  intended  that  this  province  should  continue  to  flourish, 
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BRITISH  GUIANA,  and  that  the  character  of  her  labouring  population  should  be  that  of  steady^ 
peaceable  and  moral  people,  this  error  must  be  rectified.  It  will  be  very  ad- 
visable, I  respectfully  submit  to  your  Lordship,  that,  in  regulating  the  nature  of 
the  fiiture  transactions  between  the  employer  and  the  labourer,  on  and  after  the 
1st  August  1840,  a  cottage  with  a  piece  of  land  attached  to  it,  together  with 
sufficient  time  to  cultivate  the  same,  should  be  insisted  upon  as  the  basis  of  all 
agricultural  agreements. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  respectfully  stating  to  your  Lordship,  that  if  the  regulations 
as  contained  in  my  proclamation  of  tibe  24th  instant  should  meet  with  his 
Majesty's  gracious  approbation,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  compliance  with  the  enact- 
ment upon  that  subject,  contained  in  his  Majesty's  order  in  council  of  the  6th 
November  1832,  that  his  Majesty's  confirmation  of  the  same  should  be  com- 
municated to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosures  in  No.  116. 

(A.) 
Government  Notice. 


EooIjinNoiiii6.        The  foilowing  letter,  addressed   bv  his  Excellency  the  Govemor  to  a  deputation  of 
(A.)  gentlemen  who  waited  upon  him,  with  reference  to  his  Excellency's  proclamation  of  the 

24th  instant^  is  published  for  general  information. 

By  his  Excellency's  command^ 

(signed)  H.  E.  F.  Younff,  Govemment  Secretary 

Guiana  Public  Buildings,  29  April  1837. 


V     Gentlemen,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  29  April  1837. 

I  HAVE  listened  with  attention  to  every  thing  you  nave  had  to  object  to  the  measure  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  adopt,  with  respect  to  the  augmentation  of  the  quantity  of  those 
articles  of  food  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  substitute  for  plantains.  I  now  beg  to  request 
your  consideration  of  the  following  observations : 

I. 

The  allowance  of  plantains  and  of  salt  fish  is  ample.  The  best  friend  to  the  labourer 
cannot  wish  to  see  it  augmented.  I  refer  you  to  the  fifth  paragraph  of  my  instructions  to 
the  special  justices  of  this  province,  dated  the  1st  August  1834,  as  to  my  opinion  upon  the 
subject ;  and  as  a  proof  of  my  unwillingness  to  entertain  complaints  so  long  as  the  labourer 
himself  is  satisfied.     My  expressions  in  the  instructions  alluded  to  are  as  follow  : — 

"  5. — ^The  weekly  allowance  of  salt  fish  and  of  plantains  has  been  represented  to  me  by 
several  gentlemen,  whose  honour  and  veracity  I  can  depend  upon,  as  being  more  than  is 
required  by  a  labouring  man ;  and  it  has  been  stated  to  me  that  it  is  the  general  custom  to 
issue  not  more  than  two  pounds  of  salt  fish  and  fifly-six  pounds  of  plantains  per  week,  and 
to  make  up  to  the  labourer  the  value  of  the  diflference  with  sugar,  rum,  tobacco,  and  other 
extra  articles  not  mentioned  in  the  tariff.  To  any  amicable  arrangement  of  this  sort  I  can 
have  no  objection,  provided  the  labourer  is  satisfied.  If,  on  any  estate^  there  should  be  any 
complaints  on  the  part  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  as  to  an  insuflBciency  of  food,  or  in  any 
way  connected  witn  the  subject  of  their  provisions,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  enforce  the  tariff 
with  the  utmost  punctuality.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  very  material  object,  and  one  quite 
in  unison  with  that  good  feeling  between  the  landlord  and  the  labourer  which  I  feel  it  my 
duty  by  every  means  in  my  power  to  encourage,  that  the  latter  should  feel  that  his  comforts 
and  his  happiness  will  very  much  depend  upon  his  own  good  conduct  and  upon  the  appro- 
bation of  his  employer.  I  wish  that  the  apprenticed  labourer  should  always  be  instructed  to 
complain  to  his  employer  in  the  first  instance,  and  not  be  encouraged  to  apply  to  the  special 
justice,  excepting  it  is  of  his  employer  himself  he  has  to  complain,  or  that  he  cannot  other- 
wise obtain  redress." 

II. 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  cultivation  of  plantains  and  of  pro- 
visions for  the  labourers  has  of  late  considerably  and  rapidly  diminished.  The  excellent 
and  prudent  Dutch  regulation,  by  which  every  estate  was  obliged  to  have  provision  grounds 
in  the  proportion  of  one  acre  to  every  five  persons,  has  become  a  dead  letter.  The  perio- 
dical visits  and  reports  of  the  burgher  officers  to  ascertain  that  the  foregoing  regulation  was 
complied  with  have  been  discontinued.  The  fines  levied  by  order  of  the  court  of  policy 
upon  defaulters  have  not  been  heard  of  for  some  time.  The  profits  to  be  derived  from  the 
cultivation  of  sugar  and  other  colonial  produce  have  induced  the  planters  in  general  to 
apply  all  disposable  labour  towards  the  production  of  those  articles  which  afford  the  greatest 
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returns ;  and  the  anomaly  has  arisen  (and,  if  not  checked  in  tune,  will  reach  a  still  greater  BRITISH  GUIANA 
height),  that  in  a  country  where  every  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  man  can  be  raised  — — 

wim  the  least  possible  trouble,  the  labouring  class  have,  in  a  great  measure,  to  depend  for 
their  subsistence  upon  com,  meal  and  rice  imported  from  other  countries.  No  less  quan- 
tities than  95 1,024  lbs.  of  Indian  corn-meal,  ana  3,045,306  lbs.  of  rice,  were  imported  into  the 
liver  Demerara  during  the  year  1836  ;  and  if  we  may  judge  by  the  quantity  of  these  articles 
of  provision  imported  from  1st  Januanr  to  dlst  March  last,  the  importation  during  the 
present  year  will  be  at  least  threefold  of  that  of  last  year, 

HI. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  have  depicted,  and  in  consequence  of  complaints  and  represen- 
tations having  been  made  to  ine  of  tne  insufficiency  of  the  quantity  of  food  issued  to  the 
labourers  in  lieu  of  the  plantains  (the  allowance  of  which,  as  I  nave  l>efore  said,  is  ample),  it 
became  my  duty  to  Iook  carefully  into  the  subject,  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  issues  of 
other  articles  of  farinaceous  food,  allowed  by  his  Majesty's  order  in  council  of  the  2d  No- 
vember 1831  to  be  substituted  for  plantains,  accordea  with  the  spirit  of  that  order.  In 
Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban's  proclamation  of  the  18th  January  1833,  .issued  to  carry  into  effect 
the  details  of  that  and  the  subsequent  order  of  the  6th  November  1832,  I  find  10  pints  of 
flour  of  wheat  substituted  for  21,  10  pints  of  Indian  corn-meal  for  21,  and  10  pints  of  rice 
ordered  as  a  succedaneum  for  70  lbs.  of  plantains.  It  must  have  been  under  the  impression 
that  plantains  were  to  be  the  permanent  ration,  and  that  the  issuing  of  the  imported  articles 
of  a  farinaceous  nature  in  lieu  thereof  was  to  be  a  temporary  or  occasional  measure,  only  to 
be  resorted  to  in  the  event  of  a  failure  or  dearth  of  the  plantain  crops,  that  my  estimable 
predecessor  could  have  affixed  his  name  to  such  a  diminished  tariff.  I  have  felt,  however, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  sanction  the  continuance  of  a  state  of  things  not  only  at 
variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  several  orders  in  council,  but  calculated,  in  my  view  of  the 
subject,  to  injure  the  permanent  interest  of  the  province. 

IV. 

The  only  three  articles  which,  in  my  proclamation  of  the  241h  instant,  I  have  caused  to  be 
-augmented  in  quantity,  to  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  draw  your  attention,  are, 
first,  wheat  flour ;  secondly,  Indian  corn-meal ;  and  thirdly,  rice.  When  these  articles  are 
issued,  they  must  be  purchased  from  the  importers ;  and,  consequently,  any  augmentation  to 
the  quantify  of  each  or  either  of  these  articles  of  farinaceous  food  issued  per  week  to  the 
labourer  adds  to  the  expenditure,  and  in  so  much  diminishes  the  profit  of  the  estate. 

V. 

With  respect  to  the  wheat- flour,  you,  gentlemen,  know  full  well,  that  the  labourer  of 
British  Guiana  is  not  acquainted  with  even  the  taste  of  wheat-flour ;  and  that  it  is  perfectly 
immaterial  to  him  and  to  you,  whether  the  words  twenty-one  pints  of  wheat-flour,  as  found  in 
the  order  in  council  of  the  2d  November  1831,  or  ten  pints  of  wheat-flour,  as  specified  in 
Schedule  (A.)  attached  to  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban's  proclamation  of  the  18th  January  1833, 
are  considered  valid.  You  never  have  purchased  a  cask  of  flour,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing 
the  same,  to  the  apprenticed  labourer. 

VI. 

The  next  article  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  plantains  is  Indian  corn-meal.  On  the 
subj^ect  of  Indian  com,  1  can  speak  with  more  confidence  and  experience  than  perhaps  any 
planter  in  this  colony.  It  is  the  constant  food  issued  to  the  labouring  class  in  the  Bahama 
islands.  The  weekly  allowance  is  16  pints  of  Indian  com,  and  which,  when  passed  through 
the  mill,  gives  to  each  individual  about  21  pints  of  good  farinaceous  food,  or  at  the  rate  of 
three  pints  per  day.  I  cannot  comprehend  how,  as  the  Bahama  labourer  requires  the 
quantity  I  have  alluded  to,  and  which  is  cheerfully  given  by  the  poor  Bahama  planter,  it  can 
be  imagined,  in  this  wealthy  colony,  that  an  allowance  of  Indian  com-meal,  not  amounting 
to  a  pint  and  a  half  per  day,  could  afford  sufficient  nourishment  for  a  strong  labouring  man. 
The  order  in  council  has,  in  my  opinion,  very  judiciously  fixed  the  quantity  of  Indian  com- 
meal  at  21  pints  per  week,  or  three  pints  per  day.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  sanction  any 
diminution  from  this  quantity. 

VII. 

The  article  of  rice  is  not  mentioned  in  the  order  in  council.  Sir  Benjamin  D 'Urban,  in 
liis  tariff,  places,  however,  10  pints  of  rice  as  equal  to  10  pints  of  Indian  com-meal,  and 
liaving  shown  you  that  three  pints  of  the  latter  are  required  for  the  daily  subsistence  of  a 
labourer,  I  consequently  assume  that  he  will  require  the  same  quantity  of  the  former. 

VIII. 

With  respect  to  my  authority  to  issue  the  proclamation  of  the  24th  instant,  and  with 
which  you  appear  to  be  unacquainted,  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe  to  you  that  the  order 
in  council  of  the  2d  November  1831,  establishes  a  certain  scale  of  provisions,  and  authorizes 
<the  Governor  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  proclamations  directing  the  substitution  for  the  pro- 
visions aforesaid  of  any  other  provisions  equivalent  to  and  equally  nutritious  with  the  same. 
The  authority  thus  given  to  the  Governor  is  very  considerably  enlarged  by  the  subsequent 
order  in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832  ;  it  being  declared  in  the  said  order  in  council 
lawful  for  the  Govemor,  by  any  proclamation  to  be  by  him  issued,  from  time  to  time  to 
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BRTJISH  GUUNd.  suspend  so  much  and  such  parts  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  2d  November  1831  as  shall 
—  appear  inapplicable  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  colony,  and  to  establish  such  other 

rules  and  regulations  as  shall  to  such  Governor  appear  to  be  more  compatible  with  the 
interests  of  all  parties,  &c.  The  Act  abolishing  slavery  was  nassed  upon  the  28th  August 
1833  ;  and  in  the  11th  clause  of  that  Act,  it  is  enacted  that  during  the  continuance  of  any 
such  apprenticeship  as  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  for  the  time  being  entitled  to  the 
services  of  every  such  apprenticed  labourer  shall  be  bound,  and  is  and  are  hereby  required 
to  supply  him  or  her  wiUi  such  food,  clothing,  lodging,  medicine,  medical  attendance,  and 
such  other  maintenance  and  allowance  as  by  any  law  now  in  force  in  the  colony  to  which 
such  apprenticed  labourer  may  belong  an  owner  is  required  to  supply  to  and  for  any  slave 
being  of  the  same  age  and  sex  as  such  apprenticed  labourer  shall  be.  At  the  period  at 
which  this  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  was  passed,  the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  No- 
vember 1832  was  the  only  law  in  force  regulating  the  food,  &c.  of  the  slave  in  British 
Ghiiana ;  and  as  by  that  law  the  power  was  vested  in  the  Governor  of  making  such  regu- 
lations upon  these  subjects  as  to  him  might  appear  proper,  establishing  the  same  by  pro- 
clamation to  be  by  him  issued  from  time  to  time,  it  follows  that  my  proclamation  of  the 
24th  instant  is,  conseauently,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  power  vested  in  me  by  the  order  in 
council  of  the  6th  November  1832,  and  which  power  is  rendered  permanent  until  the 
1st  August  1840,  by  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  The  confirmation  by  his  Majesty 
of  the  tariff  promulgated  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  in  preference  to  <Mie  upon  a  more 
reduced  scale  propjosed  by  the  court  of  policy,  to  be  attached  to  ordinance  43,  and  to  the 
impropriety  of^  which  I,  at  the  time,  drew  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  afler 
having  stated  to  the  court  of  policy  that  I  should  so  do,  in  no  way  militates  against  the 
power  vested  in  the  Governor,  by  his  Majesty  by  his  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November 
1882,  of  establishing  such  rules  and  regulations  upon  the  subject  of  the  food  of  the  labourer 
as  from  time  to  time  may  to  him  appear  to  be  requisite  ;  subject,  of  course,  as  more  par- 
ticularly stated  in  the  order  itself,  to  the  approbation  or  disallowance  of  his  Majesty. 

IX. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  now,  gentlemen,  to  acquaint  you,  that  although  I  have  not  the 
smallest  doubt  with  respect  to  the  propriety,  policy  and  legidity  of  my  proceeding,  yet  I  am 
willing,  in  consequence  of  the  statements  you  have  made  to  me,  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  poclamation  for  a  period  of  six  mcmtlis,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  be  better  prepared,  at 
the  end  of  that  period,  to  provide  the  additional  quantity  of  farinaceous  food  you  will  have 
to  supply  to  your  labourers  (when  plantains  are  not  issued),  either  by  reverting  to  the  old 
system  of  cultivating  an  ample  extent  of  provision  grounds  upon  account  of  the  estate,  or  by- 
giving  to  the  labourer  land,  and  allowing  him  the  legal  time  required  to  cultivate  the  same, 
or  by  taking  the  necessary  measures  to  ensure  a  larger  importation  of  rice  and  Indian  corn- 
meal.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  larger  quantities  of  those  articles  of  imported  food  which  will 
hereafter  be  required  for  the  weekly  allowance  of  the  labourer  will  induce  proprietors  not 
only  to  pause  before  they  still  further  abandon  the  cultivation  of  provision  grounds,  but  may 
be  the  means  of  introducing  into  general  use  the  allowing  of  sufficient  time  to  the  labourer 
to  cultivate  his  own  ground,  a  system  by  which  his  attachment  to  the  estate  from  Jwhich  he 
may  receive  his  subsistence  can  alone,  m  my  opinion,  be  permanently  secured. 

I  am,  &c. 

(signed)        J,  Carmichael  Smyth. 

(True  copy.)        H,  E.  F.  Young,  Gov.  Secretary. 
To  M.  MTurk,  G.  FuUarton  and  J.  Lane,  Esquires. 


PnOCLAMATION. 

J.  C.  Smyth,  British  Guiana. 

(L.  8.) 

By  his  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Baronet,  Companion 
of  the  most  honourable  the  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Kaiight  Commander  of  the 
Royal  Order  of  Hanover,  Knight  of  the  Austrian  Imperial  Order  of  Maria  Theresa, 
Knight  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Order  of  St.  Wladimir,  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice-Admiral  and  Ordinary  of  the 
same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  me,  by  several  very  respectable  proprietors  and 
attomies  of  estates,  that  from  the  small  quantities  of  rice  and  of  corn-meal  in  hand,  and  the 
diminished  extent  of  the  plantain  and  provision  cultivation  upon  the  estates,  it  will  be  very 
inconvenient  and  difficult  to  carry  forthwith  the  alterations  with  respect  to  the  food  of  the 
labourers,  as  directed  in  my  proclamation  of  the  24th  instant,  into  effect:  Now,  having 
taken  the  aforesaid  representations  into  my  most  serious  consideration,  and  being  duly 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  equally  attending  to  the  wants  and  interests  of  all  parties,  I 
do  hereby,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me  by  his  Majesty,  by  nis  order 
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in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832,  which  order  in  council  is  rendered  permanent  until   BRITISH  OUIANiu 

the  1st  August  1840,  by  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  

suspend  the  operation  ot  my  proclamation  as  aforesaid  for  a  period  of  six  months;  that  is  to 
say,  until  the  1st  November  of  the  present  year ;  upon  and  from  which  day  the  additional 

Suantities  as  therein  detailed,  of  either  yams,  potatoes,  cocoas,  eddoes,  tanyas,  wheat-flour, 
ndian  com-^neal,  or  of  rice,  at  the  option  or  the  employer,  will  have  to  be  issued  to  the 
labourer,  instead  of  the  legal  allowance  of  plantains. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  Guiana  Public  Buildings,  in  G^i^ 
Town,  Demerara,  this  29th  day  of  April  1837,  and  in  the  seventh  ye^  of  bis 
Majesty's  reign. 

God  save  the  King. 

'Qy  his  Excellency's  command, 

(signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young^ 

Government  Secretary. 
(True  copy.)  H.  E.  F.  Younff, 

Government  Secretary. 


(B.) 

Statement  showing  the  average  yearly  Expense  of  feeding  a  Labourer  in  British  Guiana, 
according  to  the  following  proportions  of  Rations. 


WEEKLY    ALLOWANCE. 

EXPENSE  PER  ANNUM. 

No.  1.                Showing  the  Raticms  of  last  year. 

Gvil 

Stiv. 

£.  s. 

d. 

2  bunches  of  plantains,  at  13|  stivers  per  bunch 

3  lbs.  of  salt  nsh,  at  2|  stivers  per  lb. 

:} 

89 

- 

6     7 

2 

No.  2. 

21  pints  of  corn-meal,  at  24  stivers  per  pint 
3  lbs.  of  salt  fish,  at  2  J  stivers  per  lb. 

:) 

140 

7 

10     6 

- 

No.  3. 

21  pints  of  rice,  at  8  stivers  per  jHut     -        -        . 
3  lbs.  of  salt  fish,  at  2^  stivers  per  lb. 

:} 

181 

6 

12  19 

- 

No.  4. 

10  pints  of  corn-meal,  at  2^  stivers  per  pint 
3  lbs.  of  salt  fish,  at  24  stivers  per  lb. 

:} 

76 

6      8 

7 

No.  5. 

10  pints  of  rice,  at  3  stivers  per  pint    -        .        - 
3  lbs.  of  salt  fish,  at  24  stivers  per  lb. 

:} 

95 

10 

6   16 

5 

—  No.  117.— 
(No.  319.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg, 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  13  May  1837. 

In  the  despatch  of  the  25th  ultimo.  No.  310,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address 
to  your  Lordship,  I  submitted  for  your  Lordship's  perusal,  and,  as  I  hope,  for 
your  approbation,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  a  committee  of  gentlemen,  who 
waited  upon  me  relative  to  the  augmented  quantity  of  corn-meal  I  have  directed 
to  be  issued  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  whenever  their  employers  may  think 
proper  to  have  recourse  to  that  species  of  food  as  a  substitute  for  plantains.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  the  facts  and  the  arguments  stated  and  urged  in  that  letter 
would  have  been  conclusive,  and  that,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  could  be  made 
known,  I  should  not  have  received  any  further  representations  upon  the  subject. 
These  gentlemen,  however,  do  not  appear  to  be  satisfied  either  as  to  the  propriety 
or  as  to  the  legality  of  the  measure  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  adopt ;  and  they 
have  forwarded  to  me  the  accompanying  documents  for  transmission  to  your 
Lordship. 

I  was  in  hopes  that,  at  this  time  of  day,  every  person  connected  with  this 
colony  and  interested  in  apprenticed  labour  would  have  been  aware  of  the  im- 
policy of  agitating  such  a  subject  as  the  minimum  of  corn-meal  with  which  an 
apprenticed  labourer  can  be  fed.     Of  the  propriety  of  issuing  the  ration  I  have 
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BRITISH  GUIANA,  directed,  I  humbly  conceive,  there  can  be  no  doubt.   With  respect  id  the  legality 

of  my  conduct,  and  the  authority  vested  in  me  to  issue  the  proclamation  I  have 

done,  I  can  only  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  eighth  paragraph  of  my  letter  to  the 

gentlemen  in  question ;  a  duplicate  of  which,  for  the  convenience  of  referaice,  is 

(B.)  forwarded  with  this  despatch.     As,  however,  Messrs.  M*Turk,  Fullarton  and 

Lane  have  thought  proper  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  the  opinions  of  three 

gentlemen  of  the  colonial  bar,  I  have  deemoi  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Lord- 
(C.)  ship  that  of  the  Attorney-general,  which  is  so  clear  and  decided  as  to  preclude 

the  possibility  of  mistake. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosures  in  No.  117. 

(A.) 

To  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth^  Bart.,  k.  c.  b.,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of 

British  Guiana. 
End.  in  No.  117.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  inform  us  that  you  were  prepared  to  receive,  and 
to  transmit  to  the  proper  quarter,  such  observations  as  we  might  consider  it  our  duty  to 
offer,  in  regard  to  the  communication  addressed  to  us  by  your  Excellency  on  the  29th  of 
April,  we  have  now  the  honour  of  submitting  the  views  which  have  presented  themselves  to 
our  minds  with  reference  to  that  communication,  and  to  the  proclamation  by  your  Excellency, 
by  which  it  was  preceded. 

In  the  following  observations  we  shall  take  leave  to  observe  the  order  of  the  communi- 
cation of  the  29th  of  April,  most  respectfully  requesting  your  Excellency  to  understand,  that 
the  authority  of  these  remarks  entirely  depends  upon  the  personal  convictions  resulting  from 
our  own  experience,  and  that  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  as  limiting  or  representing,  m  any 
manner  of  way,  the  feelings  or  opinions  of  any  other  parties. 

I. 

Your  Excellency  has  stated  that  the  allowance  of  plantains  and  of  salt  fish  now  supplied 
to  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  British  Guiana  is  ample,  and  that  no  friend  of  such  labourers 
can  desire  to  see  this  allowance  augmented. 

In  the  propriety  of  this  opinion  we  most  humbly  and  heartily  concur.  If,  however,  it  be 
meant  by  your  Excellency  tnat  any  inference  is  in  consequence  to  arise  unfavourable  to  the 
equal  sufficiency  of  the  other  provisions  which  may  now,  by  law,  be  delivered  in  lieu  of 
plantains,  we  are  satisfied  that  such  inference  would  be  entirely  erroneous. 

When  the  schedule  of  Sir  Benjamin  D' Urban,  which  forms  the  existing  scale  of  allow- 
ances in  thiR  colony,  was  in  the  course  of' preparation,  we  have  reason  to  know  that  it  was 
the  earnest  desire,  as  it  was  the  obvious  duty,  of  that  able  and  excellent  person  so  to  regulate 
the  enactments  as  to  ensure  the  various  classes  of  supplies  to  be  furnished  to  the  negro, 
being  as  nearly  as  possible  equivalent  to  plantains  and  to  each  other. 

That  the  regulations  of  this  schedule  were  eaual  in  themselves,  as  well  as  in  every  respect 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  labourer,  we  must  hold  to  be  established  by  the  circumstance, 
that  from  the  issuing  of  the  proclamation  of  the  18th  of  January  1833  down  to  the  present 
hour,  we  are  not  aware  of  a  single  allegation  of  the  inadequacy  of  any  allowance  thereby 
provided  having  proceeded  from  any  slave,  or  from  any  apprenticed  labourer,  within  the  wide 
extent  of  British  Guiana. 

Of  the  practical  operation  of  the  scale  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  we,  as  individuals,  have 
had  an  experience  of  more  than  four  years,  extending  over  a  series  of  estates  administered 
under  our  immediate  superintendence,  comprising  a  large  proportion  of  the  cultivation  of  this 
colony,  and  comprehending  upwards  of  8,000  apprenticed  labourers,  not  one  of  whom  has 
ever  insinuated  to  us  the  existence  of  any  hardship  or  insufficiency  connected  with  his  legal 
allowance,  whether  delivered  to  him  in  plantains,  or  in  any  separate  form  of  supply,  permitted 
.  by  law  to  represent  that  article  of  subsistence. 

In  a  recent  proceeding  at  plantation  "  John  and  Cove,"  your  Excellency  is  aware  that 
the  complaint  by  the  apprenticed  labourer,  "Rose  Ann,"  did  not  allege  the  inadequacy  of  the 
legal  allowance,  but  averred  that  the  legal  allowance  had  not  been  properly  served  upon  the 
estate.  The  charge,  as  embodied  in  the  words  of  the  petition,  is  thus  stated  :  "  Tnat  the 
allowance  is  very  ill-ser\'ed  out  on  said  estate  ;  and,  in  fact,  that  for  four  days  in  the  Easter 
week  they  were  without  their  due  allowance,  and  still  the  daily  labour  was  exacted  and  per- 
forated b)r  them."  In  the  case,  therefore,  of  the  complainants  of  "John  and  Cove," 
obviously  in  no  degree  disposed  to  slumber  upon  their  sufferings,  no  shadow  of  imputation 
was  cast  upon  the  amount  of  the  allowance  itself.  It  was  solely  the  non-delivery  of  the 
"  due  allowance  "  that  was  made  the  occasion  of  that  clamorous,  and,  as  it  proved,  most 
groundless  petition. 

The  propriety  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  instructions  to  the  special  justices  of  this  colony, 
issued  by  your  Excellency  on  the  1st  of  August  1834,  and  introduced  into  the  communication 
of  the  29th  of  April,  we  are  disposed  most  cheerfully  to  admit.  It  would  have  been  well 
wei-e  we  also  enabled  to  express  our  belief,  that  these  wise  and  wholesome  injunctions  have 
had  a  due  or  general  effect 
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II. 

In  so  far  as  we  are  in  possession  of  the  means  of  information,  we  are  unable  to  concede 
to  yonr  Excellency  that  any  great  or  general  neglect  has  occurred  in  the  cultivation  of 
plantains.  Instances  may,  doubtless,  be  enumerated  in  which  the  higher  attraction  of  a 
sugar-crop  may  have  diverted  the  labour  of  the  estate  from  the  plantam-walk  towards  the 
bouing-house  ;  but  the  chief  occasion  of  the  deficiency  in  plantains  appears  to  be  far  more 
deeply-seated,  and,  unhappily,  to  be  far  less  susceptible  of  remedy  than  your  Excellency 
has  hitherto  been  made  aware.  For  a  series  of  years,  a  distemper,  of  a  most  destructive 
character,  has  been  extending  itself  among  the  plantain  grounds  of  British  Ouiana.  In  a 
colony  throughout  which  the  cultivation  of  plantains  had  previously  been  attended  with 
almost  certain  success,  so  fatal  have  been  tne  results  of  this  disoraer,  that  a  variety  of 
estates,  at  one  time  calculated  to  produce  very  large  disposable  crops,  are  not  now  m  a 
situation  to  provide  for  their  own  allowances.  The  cause  and  the  cure  of  this  vegetable 
malady  are  equally  unknown.  A  large  reward  offered  by  the  court  of  policy  has  entirely 
failed  m  establishing  a  remedy.  In  this  situation,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  m  certain  instances 
a  less  than  usual  anxiety  may  have  been  displayed  with  reference  to  a  crop  now  become 
precarious ;  but  very  opposite  cases  are  vnthin  our  knowledge,  in  which,  with  a  rapidly 
diminishing  production,  the  labour  bestowed  upcm  the  plantain  grounds  has  been  materially 
increased. 

We  are,  however,  unable  to  perceive  the  justice  or  the  expediency  of  holding  it  incumbent 
upon  the  proprietor  of  an  estate  in  this  colony  to  keep  up  the  cultivation  of  plantains,  or  of 
any  other  crop  whatever,  notwithstanding  of  a  separate  and  more  profitable  demand  for  his 
apprenticed  labour.  In  the  present  condition  of  British  Guiana,  it  is  obvious  that  the  sup- 
ply by  importation,  so  long  as  it  shall  be  fostered  by  a  steady  demand,  cannot  be  said  to  be 
Jess  certain  or  less  convenient,  while  it  is  frequently  far  less  expensive,  than  by  a  home 
production.  In  the  midst  of  a  profound  peace,  it  would  be  hard,  we  think,  to  insist  on 
maintaining  the  restrictions  applicable,  if  applicable  at  all,  only  to  a  season  of  strict 
blockade. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  original  importance  of  the  Dutch  regulations  referred  to, 
with  approbation,  by  your  Excellency,  it  is  certain  that  there  is  now  no  rule  having  the 
force  of  law  in  this  colony  by  which  the  cultivation  of  a  certain  extent  of  provision  ground 
is  made  compulsory  upon  the  proprietor  of  an  estate.  Any  attempt  to  restore  such  regu- 
lations would  necessanly  be  resisted  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  ownership,  and  a  great 
impediment  to  the  free  and  profitable  employment  of  the  land.  At  the  same  time,  it  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  more  intelligible,  if  the  production  of  plantains  is  really  to  be  made 
imperative  upon  this  colony,  had  the  object  been  attempted  by  a  positive  regulation  of  your 
Excellency,  rather  than  the  imposition  of  irregular  and  apparently  invidious  burthens  upon 
supplies  of  a  different  description. 

III. 

Your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  inform  us,  that  complaints  and  representations  have 
been  made  to  you  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  quantity  of  the  allowances  issued  in  this  colony 
to  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  lieu  of  plantams.  In  what  fell  from  your  Excellency  at  our 
recent  interviews,  we  did  not  understand  it  to  be  said  that  these  complaints  or  representations 
had  proceeded,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  apprenticed  labourers  themselves,  who  have, 
for  four  years  and  a  half,  been  receiving  the  quantities  now  pretended  to  be  insuflScient. 
Who,  then,  we  venture  to  inquire,  are  the  lurking  informants,  nostile  alike  to  the  interests 
of  this  colony  and  to  the  true  credit  of  your  Excellency,  who  have  most  presumptuously,, 
as  well  as  most  falsely,  represented  that  the  food,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  the  negro  has 
for  so  long  a  time  lived  in  sleek  and  uncomplaining  comfort,  is  nevertheless  inadequate,  in 
the  proportion  of  upwards  of  one-half,  to  the  common  necessities  of  his  nature  ? 

Your  Excellency  has  further  stated,  that  in  consequence  of  the  complaints  so  made,  you 
have  felt  it  to  be  your  duty  carefully  to  ascertain  whether  the  issues  of  farinaceous  food,  now 
substituted  for  plantains,  are  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  order  of  the  King  in 
council  of  2d  November  1831.  A  slight  regard,  however,  to  the  history  of  this  order  will,, 
we  think,  be  sufficient  to  establish  that  the  existing  scale  of  allowances  in  British  Guiana 
is  quite  as  independent  of  the  provisions  of  the  enactment  of  1831  as  if  these  provisions  had 
never  been  heard  of  in  this  colony. 

When  information  of  the  terms  of  tbe.order  in  council  of  November  1831  first  arrived  in 
this  colony,  a  most  serious  alarm  for  the  consequences  was  excited  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  is  impossible,  indeed,  to  doubt  that  many,  if  not  most,  of  the 
provisions  of  that  order  had  been  framed  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  peculiar  situation  of 
British  Guiana,  and  that  any  attempt  to  enforce  them  against  this  community  must  hare 
been  attended  with  the  most  imminent  peril  to  the  very  existence  of  the  colony. 

In  these  circumstances,  a  humble  memorial  was  presented  to  the  predecessor  of  your 
Excellency,  by  "the  colonial  members"  of  the  court  of  policy,  in  which  there  appear 
these  earnest  and  memorable  expressions :  *'  From  the  nature  of  this  order  in  council,  we 
are  impressed  with  a  firm  conviction,  that  if  its  publication  does  take  place,  the  utter  ruin 
and  desolation  of  this  colony,  already  suffering  under  the  severest  calamities,  will  be 
consummated.  As  members  of  the  court  of  pohcy,  called  upon  by  our  duty  to  the 
colonists  at  large,  and  as  the  only  hope  to  which  they  now  cling,  to  avert  this  fatal 
measure,  we,  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  implore  your  Excellency  to  stay  the  publication  of 
the  said  order  in  council,  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of  demonstrating  to  his  Majesty 
its  ruinous  tendency  to  every  interest  of  this  community." 
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JUUnSH  GUIANA.        The  instructions  of  his  Excellency  being  peremptory,  this  most  affecting  memorial  neces- 
—  sarily  failed  in  averting  the  so  mucli  dreaded  publication.    A  solemn  declaration  was  there- 

upon prepared  by  "  the  colonial  members/'  exposing,  with  much  ability,  the  mischievoui 
character  of  the  order  of  1831 ;  and  being  delivered  in  to  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  court  of  poUcy,  was  by  him  ti*ansmitted,  in  a  favourable  manner,  to  his 
Majesty's  Government.  The  regulations,  with  reference  to  food,  contained  in  the  88th 
section  of  the  order  in  council,  are  thus  observed  upon  at  page  9  of  that  "  declaration :" 

"  The  quantity  of  flour,  corn-meal  or  yams  specified  in  this  clause  is  far  beyond  what 
any  human  being  can  consume ;  and  although  Lord  Goderich  quotes  the  gaol  regulations  of 
Jamaica  in  justification  of  the  order,  we  cannot  help  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  some 
mistake  has  arisen  in  the  matter ;  perhaps  this  excessive  quantity  was  intended  to  afford  the 

Saoler  a  perquisite  of  office,  for  it  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  rational  ground.  If 
our  was  given  in  lieu  of  plantains  in  the  quantity  specified,  it  would  take  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  produce  of  Britisn  Guiana  to  pay  for  it,  as  will  be  niade  obvious 
by  the  calculations  given  in  the  appendix.  The  planters  have  no  objection  to  fix  a  fair  and 
full  allowance  of  provisions  for  their  slaves,  but  they  contend  that  the  scale  specified  in  this 
clause  is  enormous  and  the  quantity  cannot  possibly  be  consumed  by  the  negro." 

The  remonstrances  thus  wrung  from  the  agony  of  British  Gmiana  received,  as  they 
surely  merited,  the  immediate  and  anxious  attention  of  his  Majest]^'s  Government.  It  was 
speedily  discovered  by  the  parties  least  disposed  to  bestow  their  indulgence  upon  the 
planters,  that  the  order  of  the  2d  of  November  1831  could  not  possibly  be  maintained ;  and 
although,  for  reasons  of  policy,  it  was  not  held  to  be  expedient  that  the  express  recall  or 
alteration  of  the  obnoxious  enactments  should  be  pronounced  by  the  Government  itself,  an 
order  in  council  did  issue  upon  the  6th  of  November  1832,  with  the  view  of  substantially 
conceding  the  just  requests  which  had  been  submitted  on  the  part  of  this  colony.  That  tlie 
objections  set  forth  by  the  colonial  members  to  the  allowance  of  fix>d  proposed  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  negro,  by  the  order  of  1831,  had  attracted  a  principal  degree  of  the  notice  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  is  obvious  from  the  fact,  that  the  remedial  order  of  the  6th  of 
November  1832  actually  begins  with  enumerating  the  regulations,  in  reference  to  food,  as 
standing  at  the  very  head  of  the  erroneous  provisions  of  me  order  of  1831.  It  is  therei^er 
said  :  **  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  his  Majestjr,  that  some  of  the  several  r^ula* 
tions  aforesaid  cannot  be  enforced  in  the  said  colonies  without  great  prejudice  to  the  sutves 
therein,  nor  without  ruinous  loss  to  the  owners  of  such  slaves,  and  that  other  r^ulations 
might  be  established  in  the  said  respective  colonies  for  securing  to  the  slaves  therein  an 
adequate  supply  of  food,  clothing  and  household  fiimiture,  more  codVpatible  with  the 
interests  of  the  owners  of  such  slaves,  and  equally  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  the  slaves 
themselves.''  It  was  thereupon  provided,  that  th^  Governors  of  the  said  colonies,  being  such 
as  were  subjected  to  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Kincr  in  council,  should  have,  by  pro- 
clamations to  be  firom  time  to  time  issued,  a  power  *'  to  suspend  so  much  and  such  parts  of 
the  before-mentioned  order  in  council  relating  to  the  several  measures  aforesaid,  or  any  of 
them,  as  to  such  respective  Governors  shall  appear  inapplicable  to  the  state  and  ccmditicNi  of 
the  said  respective  colonies;  and,  by  such  proclamations,  to  establish  such  other  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  several  measures  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  as  shall  to  such 
respective  Governors  appear  to  be  more  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  the 
slaves  therein,  and  better  adapted  for  securing  to  such  slaves  an  adequate  supply  of  food, 
clothing  and  household  furniture." 

If  there  be  meaning  in  the  language  of  a  royal  order  in  council,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the 
intent  of  this  enactment  was  not  to  support  and  enforce  the  scale  of  allowances  contained  in 
the  order  of  1831,  or  even  to  render  that  scale  susceptible  of  renewal  or  restoration  at  any 
after  period ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  admit  the  force  of  the  objections  stated  to  that  scale  in 
the  "  declaration"  of  the  colonial  members  almost  in  the  very  words  of  that  document  itself. 
The  scale  in  question  is  referred  to  as  ruinous  to,  and  incompatible  with,  the  true  interests  of 
master  as  well  as  slave.  A  power  is  then  conferred  upon  the  Governor  not  to  exact  or 
enforce  its  provisions,  but  to  suspend  and  annul  them, — a  power,  the  granting  of  which  under 
such  circumstances  we  can  hardly  be  mistaken  in  holding  to  be  tantamount  to  an  express 
injunction  to  exercise  it. 

Accordingly,  upon  the  18th  day  of  January  1833,  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  not  only  under 
under  the  authority  of  the  oixler  by  the  King  in  council  of  6th  November  1832,  but  as  we 
have  shown  your  Excellency,  in  obedience  thereto^,  issued  a  proclamation  with  reference  to 
the  grievances  admitted  to  exist  under  the  order  of  the  2d  of  November  1831.  Following  the 
example  of  the  order  of  1832,  his  Excellency  proceeded,  in  the  first  place,  to  order  and 
direct :  "  That  the  fifth  regulation  of  the  88th  clause  of  his  Majesty's  order  in  council, 
bearing  date  the  2d  of  November  1831,  relating  to  the  allowance  of  provisions  to  be  supplied 
to  slaves,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended ;  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  eveiy 
.  manager  who  shall,  by  such  declaration  as  is  therein  referred  to,  propose  to  maintain  his 
slaves  by  an  allowance  of  provisions,  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  bound  and  required  to  sup[dy 

such  provisions  to  the  amount  and  of  the  kinds  set  forth  in  the  schedule  marked  (A.)  here- 
unto annexed."  This  proclamation,  having  been  duly  transmitted  to  his  Majesty  in  council, 
was  maintained  as  the  regular  scale  of  allowances  down  to  the  passing  of  the  Statute  fbr  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  was,  thereafter,  included,  by  the  special  authority  of  his  Majesty, 
as  the  rule  of  the  allowances  to  apprenticed  labourers  &mong  the  schedules  set  forth  m  the 
appendix  to  the  order  in  council  of  the  5th  June   1834,  by  which  the  ordinance  of  your 

Excellency  and  the  court  of  policy,  number  43,  was  amended  and  approved.     It  humbly, 
therefore,  appears  to  us  that  the  inquiry  undertaken  by  your  Excellency,  as  to  the  corre- 
spondence 
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spondence  of  the  proclamation  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  with  the  spirit  of  the  order  in  BRITISH  GUIANA, 
council  of  2d  November  1831,  was  entirely  nugatory.     As  well  might  your  Kxcellency  have  • — 

examined,  whether  any  other  proclamation,  by  any  other  Governor,  issuing  under  due  autho- 
rity, was  or  was  not  "  in  the  spirit"  of  the  law  proposed  to  be  suspended.  As  well,  indeed, 
mieht  your  Excellency  have  inquired,  whether  the  provisions  of  the  Abolition  Act  itself,  by 
which  slavery  was  for  ever  extinguished  throughout  the  British  empire,  was  "  in  the  spirit  *^  of 
the  laws  previously  existing,  by  which  the  property  in  slaves  was  held  to  be  a  sacred  and 
essential  right  of  owners  and  others  in  this  colony.  And  with  just  as  much  success,  we 
venture  to  believe,  might  your  Excellency  have  directed  your  proclamation  against  the 
express  and  enfranchismg  terms  of  that  Act  of  Parliament,  as  against  the  scnedule  of 
allowances  first  published  under  the  authority  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  but  now  adopted 
and  confirmed  by  virtue  of  the  very  enactment  which  forms  the  great  charter  of  fi'eedom  to 
the  negro. 

We  cannot  concur  with  your  Excellency  in  the  conjecture,  that  the  allowances  in  lieu  of 
plantains  contained  in  the  schedule  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  were  by  him  intended  to  be 
temporary  and  occasional.  We  know  the  fact  to  have  been  otherwise ;  and  grievously 
indeed  would  his  Excellency  have  betrayed  his  trust,  if,  for  periods  however  short,  recurridg 
at  intervals  however  long,  tne  negro,  by  an  ill-considered  act  of  his  administration,  had  been 
subjected  to  any  serious  privation  in  regard  to  the  actual  necessaries  of  existence. 

IV.  V.  VI.  VII. 

It  is  true,  as  stated  by  your  Excellency,  that  the  sums  of  money  disbursed  by  the  cul- 
tivator for  flour,  rice  and  meal  in  so  far  diminish  the  profits  of  estates.  But  wherein  do 
these  forms  of  supply  differ,  in  expense,  firom  the  production  of  provisions  upon  the  lands 
themselves  ?  The  diversion  of  labour  from  the  ordmary  cultivation  of  the  estate  appears  to 
be  quite  as  much  a  charge  upon  profits  as  the  actual  outlay  of  so  much  current  money. 

Your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  take  for  granted  that  we  "  know  full  well"  that  the 
labourers  of  British  Guiana  "  are  not  even  acquainted  with  the  taste  of  wheat-flour,"  and 
that  it  is  therefore  "  perfectly  immateriar'  to  them  what  amount  of  such  supply  may  be 
deemed  to  be  sufficient.  We  are  under  the  necessity  of  stating  to  your  Excellency  that  our 
knowledge  is  precisely  the  other  way.  There  is  not,  we  believe,  at  this  moment  one  work- 
ing negro  on  any  sugar,  cotton  or  coffee  estate  in  British  Guiana  who  does  not  know,  as 
well  as  we  do,  the  qualities  of  the  luxury  imagined  by  your  Excellency  to  be  unknown.  The 
appetency  of  the  negro  for  "bread"  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  earliest  peculiarities  which  occurs 
to  a  stranger  landing  upon  our  shores.  Hardly  an  estate  is  without  its  negro  baker.  True  it 
is  that,  from  the  proprietor,  wheaten-flour  is  not  an  usual,  and,  owing  to  the  difficulties  of 
cooking  it,  we  do  not  think  it  would  be  an  expedient  or  beneficial  supply.  But  the  time  has 
existed  in  Demerara  when,  from  special  circumstances,  little  else  tnan  wheaten-flour  could 
be  delivered  to  the  negro.  Who  shall  say  that  such  a  time  may  not  come  again  ?  And  can 
it,  therefore,  be  correctly  stated,  as  '*  perfectly  immaterial"  what  extent  of  such  allowance 
may  now  be  declared  to  be  the  law  ?  In  regard  to  the  absolute  non-issue  of  wheaten-flour 
at  the  present  time,  your  Excellency  has  been  misled  by  your  informants.  The  books  of 
many  most  respectable  store-keepers  transacting  business  in  George  Town  would  have  satis- 
fied your  Excellency  that,  withm  the  last  twelve  months,  supplies  of  wheaten-flour  have 
been  repeatedly  issued  to  apprenticed  labourers. 

In  regard  to  the  amount  of  allowances  furnished  to  the  labourers  of  the  Bahamas,  we  cer- 
tainly shall  not  be  guilty  of  the  presumption  of  placing  our  scanty  information  against  the 
actual  experience  of  your  Excellency.  jBut  for  this  much,  we  may  refer  to  the  authority  of 
your  Excellency,  that,  in  point  of  general  comfort  and  advantage,  the  position  of  the  negro 
of  the  Bahamas,  whether  apprenticed  or  not,  is  in  no  degree  comparable  to  that  of  the  in- 
dustrious labourer  of  British  Guiana. 

It  is  true  that  rice  is  not  an  article  mentioned  in  the  order  in  council  of  1831.  How, 
therefore,  in  the  act  of  restoring  that  order,  your  Excellency  should  have  been  led  to  intro- 
duce into  the  scale  a  double  quantity  of  an  article  not  enumerated  in  the  order  at  all,  we 
confess  ourselves  at  a  loss  to  understand.  It  is  not,  surely,  that  every  thing  is  to  be  as- 
sumed, right  or  wrong,  against  the  planter,  and  in  favour  of  the  negro.  It  is  not,  surely, 
that  the  rule  of  interpretation  is  to  be  that  the  order  in  council  of  1831  shall  be  held  as 
law  wherever  it  presses  hard  upon  the  employer,  and  that  the  otherwise  repudiated  procla- 
mation of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  of  1833,  shall  also  be  law,  but  only  where  it  indicates  an 
additional  supply  of  which  the  labourer  may  have  the  benefit. 

VIII. 

In  regard  to  the  authority  under  which  the  proclamation  of  the  24th  of  April  is  said  to 
have  been  issued,  we  shall  not  presume  to  engage  in  a  legal  controversy  with  your  Excel- 
lency.    On  that  head,  we  shall  beg  humbly  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  "  Case,"  and  fol-        (Nos.  1  &  2.) 

lowing  "  Opinion,"  herewith  delivered  in.     Your  Excellency  will  there  perceive  that,  along  — 

with  several  parties  having  a  weighty  stake  in  this  community,  we  have  deemed  it  our  duty 
to  resort  to  the  counsel  of  other  individuals  of  whose  competency  and  impartiality  we  trust 
there  is  no  just  doubt,  and  whose  profession  it  is  to  afford  such  elucidations  to  the  parties  who 
may  consult  them.  That  opinion  we  cannot  but  regard  as  clear  and  conclusive ;  and  your 
Excellency  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  by  its  terms  it  is  our  purpose  to  abide. 

Although  not  learned  in  the  law,  we  profess,  however,  to  have  a  moderate  acquaintance 

-with  the  circumstances  under  which  the  existing  scale  of  allowances  happens  to  nave  been 

maintained  as  the  rule  in  British  Guiana  since  the  passing  of  the  Abolition  Act.    To  some 

154-— n.  p  of 
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BBinSH  GUIANA,  of  liiese  circumstances  we  shall  take  leave  shortly  to  direct  the  attention  of  your  Excel- 
"~^  lency. 

When  the  ordinance.  No.  48,  at  first  came  under  the  consideration  of  the  court  of 
policy,  your  Excellency  will  remember  that  the  scalfe  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  was  held  to 
be  over  high ;  and  a  reduced  schedule  of  allowances  was  accordmgly  appended  to  the  early 
form  of  that  ordinance,  transmitted  by  the  court  for  the  approbation  of  the  King  in  council. 

We  cheerfully  do  your  Excellency  the  justice  of  admitting  that,  in  these  reduced  allow- 
ances, your  Excellency  stated  at  the  time  that  you  were  unable  to  concur.  The  groimds  of 
this  dissent  appear  to  have  preceded  or  accompanied  the  draft  of  the  ordinance.  No.  43,  to 
the  office  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  by  whom  the  views  suggested  by  your  Excellency  were 
held  to  be  correct,  and  a  corresponding  alteration  was  made  by  the  order  of  the  IQng  in 
council,  of  1834,  in  regard  to  the  schedule  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  local  legislature 
of  the  colony. 

Among  the  various  communications  by  the  Government  received  at  that  period  by  your 
Excellency,  we  shall  advert  to  a  single  document  as  entirely  settling  the  question,  both  as 
to  the  views  understood  by  that  Government  to  be  entertained  by  your  Excellency  in  regard 
to  the  due  and  legal  extent  of  the  allowances,  and,  what  is  of  more  importance,  the  ejrpla- 
nations  and  instructions  communicated  to  your  Excellency  in  regard  to  the  colony  of  British 
Guiana,  by  the  i^ery  parties  by  whom  the  Act  of  Abolition  was  prepared  and  passed.  The 
important  paper  to  wnich  we  allude  is  the  despatch,  No.  90,  of  date  the  24th  of  May  1834, 
addressed  to  your  Excellency  by  the  Hon.  E.  G.  Stanley  (now  Lord  Stanley),  at  that  time 
his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonial  Department. 

In  this '  despatch,  Mr.  Stanley  observes  to  your  Excellency,  "  The  doubts  which  you 
appear  to  have  entertained,  as  to  substituting  for  the  food,  maintenance  and  allowances, 
authorized  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban's  proclamation  of  the  18th  January  1833,  the  proposal 
schedules  to  the  ordinance,  marked  (P.)  and  (Q.)  were  founded  in  a  perfectly  correct  view  of 
the  intent  of  the  Slavery  Act." 

"Under  that  statute,  sect.  11,  the  employer  of  every  labourer  is  required  to  supply  him 
with  such  food  and  clothing  and  other  allowances,  as  by  any  law  now  m  force  in  the  colony 
to  which  such  labourer  may  belong  an  owner  is  required  to  supply  to  and  for  any  slave, 
being  of  the  same  age  and  sex  as  such  apprenticed  labourer  shall  be." 

"  On  the  28th  of  August  last,  when  the  Act  was  passed,  Sir  Benjamin  D^Urban's  procla- 
mation of  the  18th  of  January  1833,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  order  of  6th  November, 
was  in  force  in  the  colony,  and  had  the  authority  of  the  law  there." 

''  The  schedule  of  food,  &c.  sanctioned  by  that  proclamation  must  therefore  continue  in 
fbrce  in  British  Guiana  during  the  apprenticeship,  and  must,  consequently,  be  inserted  in 
place  of  schedules  (P.)  and  (Q.)" 

A  document  more  completely  fatal  to  the  proclamation  by  your  Excellency  of  the  24th  of 
April,  and  to  the  views  set  forth  in  your  written  communication  of  the  29th  of  that  month, 
cannot,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  be  stated  or  imagined.  Upon  each  and  all  of  the  points 
now  at  issue,  it  seems  to  be  clear,  decisive  and  unanswerable.  The  proclamation  by  Sir 
Benjamin  D'Urban,  now  impugned  by  your  Excellency,  is  described  as  a  legal  proclamation, 
proceeding  under  a  legitimate  authority.  The  schedule  of  allowances  thereto  attached  is 
declared  to  have  been  a  legal  schedule,  having  the  force  of  law  in  this  colony  at  the  passing 
of  the  Emancipation  Act.  The  proceeding  of  yoi^r  Excellency,  in  maintaining  the  integrity 
of  that  schedule  agjainst  the  attempts  of  the  court  of  policy,  received  the  applause  of  the 
Government,  as  being  founded  upon  "  a  perfectly  correct  view  of  the  intent  of  the  Slavery 
Act."  This  view  is,  obviously,  assumed  to  be  identical  with  the  opinion  of  the  Government 
itself,  and  to  be  in  perfect  consonance  with  the  positive  instructions  to  your  Excellency,  that 
the  scale  of  Sir  penjamin  D'Urban  "must  continue  in  force  in  British  Guiana  during  the 
apprenticeship."  We  should  be  wanting  in  proper  feeling  towards  your  Excellency  were  we 
to  conceal  fix)m  you  our  strong  conviction,  that  these  opinions  and  that  instruction  are  entirely 
-     irreconcilable  with  the  scale  of  allowances  now  sought  to  be  inflicted  upon  this  colony, 

IX. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  observe,  that  after  the  most  anxious  consideration  of  the  riews 
which  have  been  presented  to  us  by  your  Excellency,  we  have  the  misfortune  entirely  to 
differ  froin  your  Excellency  in  regard  to  "  the  propnety,  policy  and  legality"  of  your  recent 
proclamation.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  to  offer  you  our  humble  thanks  for  the  great 
attention  with  which  our  statements  have  been  received,  as  well  as  for  the  promptness  with 
which,  in  consequence  of  these  statements,  you  have  authorized  a  suspension  of  this 

f)roclamation  for  six  months.    We  regret  that  the  great  importance  of  the  points  in  issue  has 
ed  us  to  draw  so  largely  upon  the  time  of  your  Excellency ;  and  we  trust  you  will  not 
(No3.  1  &  2.)       consider  our  expectation  as  unreasonable,  that  the  same  publicity  will  be  authorized  by  your 

'■ —  Excellency  in  behalf  of  these  observations  and  the  accompanying  documents  as  has  already 

been  allowed  to  the  communication  of  the  29th  of  April. 

We  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Michael  M^Ttcrk. 
Gavin  Fullarton. 
Demerara,  10  May  1837.  John  Lane. 
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(No.  1.) 
To  C.  W.  E.  Hofsted,  J.  L.  Smith, ']\m.,  azid  Charles  M'Dougal,  Esquires. 

Demerara,  27  April  1837. 
HsRBWiTH  are  submitted  the  following  documents : 

No.  1. — Order  in  Council,  dated  2  November  1831,  promulgated  in  British  Guiana 
on  the  12th  January  1832. 

No.  2.— Older  in  Council,  dated  6  November  1832,  promulgated  in  British  Guiana 
IBih  January  1833. 

No.  3. — Proclamation  of  Sir  Beniamin  D'Urban,  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  dated 
18  January  1833,  issued  in  pursuance  of  last-mentioned  Order  in  Council. 

No.  4.— Ordinance  of  British  Guiana,  1834  (No.  43),  promulgated  22  July  1834,  with 
the  Schedules  thereunto  annexed,  particularly  Schedule  (P.) 

No.  5. — Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  73,  particularly  section  11 
(and  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  section  16). 

No.  6. — Order  in  Council,  dated  5  June  1834,  promulgated  in  British  Guiana 
19th  July  1834,  confirming  Ordinance,  No.  43,  with  alterations  and  addi- 
tions, and  the  Schedules  thereunto  annexed,  particularly  Schedule  (X.) 

No.  7. — Proclamation  of  Governor  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  dated  25  April  1837, 
relating  to  allowances  of  food  to  apprenticed  labourers. 

Reference  being  had  to  these  documents,  and  to  all  others  within  your  knowledge  in  any- 
wise legally  applicable  to  or  bearing  on  the  following  questions,  your  opinion  is  asked  on 
the  following  points : 

I^o.  1. — ^Was  or  was  not  the  proclamation  of  Sir  Benjamin  D' Urban,  dated  18  Januaiy 
1833,  relating  to  the  allowance  of  provisions  to  be  supplied  to  slaves,  null,  void  and  of  no 
effect? 

No.  2. — The  llth  section  of  the  above-mentioned  Act  of  Parliament  having  enacted, 
*'  During  the  continuance  of  any  such  apprenticeship  as  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons  for 
the  time  beii^  entitled  to  the  services  of  every  such  apprenticed  labourer  shall  be  and  is 
and  are  hereby  required  to  supply  him  or  her  with  such  food,  clothing,  lodging,  medicine, 
medical  attendance  and  such  other  maintenance  and  allowances  as  by  any  law  now  in  force 
in  the  colony  to  which  such  apprenticed  labourer  may  belong  an  owner  is  required  to 
supply  to  and  for  any  slave  being  of  the  same  age  and  sex  as  such  apprenticed  labourer 
shall  be  : "  What  law  regulated  the  allowances  of  food  referred  to,  and  consequently  what 
was  the  schedule  of  allowances  of  food  in  force  when  said  Act  of  Parliament  took  effect, 
and  to  which  it  has  reference  ? 

No.  3. — Is  or  is  not  the  proclamation  of  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Governor,  promul- 
gated the  25th  instant,  of  any  legal  force,  validity  or  authority,  and  are  the  persons  entitled 
to  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers  in  this  colony  bound  to  supply  wheat-flour,  rice, 
yams,  potatoes,  eddoes  or  tanyas  and  Indian  corn-meal  in  the  quantities  required  by  such 
proclamation,  or  are  they  bound  to  furnish  allowances  of  such  provisions  according  to  any 
other  scale  than  that  specified  in  Schedule  (X.)  referred  to  and  annexed  to  the  above- 
mentioned  order  in  council,  dated  6  June  1834? 

No.  4. — In  the  event  of  your  opinion  being  against  the  legality  of  the  requisitions  pre- 
scribed by  the  proclamation  of  tne  Governor  of  the  25th  April  1837,  and  supposing  any 
special  magistrate  should  attempt  to  enforce  penalties  for  non-compliance  with  tnese  requi- 
sitions, so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  articles  of  rice,  flour  and  corn-meal,  what  remedy  is 
competent  to  a  party  so  aggrieved  ? 


BIOTIBH  (HJIAVA. 


On  the  First  Question. 


(No.  2.) 


We  are  of  opinion  that  the  proclamation  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  dated  18  January 
1883,  relating  to  the  allowance  of  provisions  to  be  supplied  to  slaves,  was  not  null,  void  and 
of  no  effect. 

On  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  on  the  6th  November  1832,  an  order  was  issued  by  his 
Majesty  in  Council,  in  which,  after  stating  that  by  the  order  in  council  of  2d  November  1831, 
vanous  provisions  had  been  made  respecting  the  nature  and  amount  of  food  to  be  provided  for 
the  slaves  in  this  colony,  and  after  reierring  to  other  provisions  of  said  order  in  council  of  2d 
November  1831,not  applicable  to  the  present  question,  and  after  further  stating  that  it  had  been 
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BRITISH  GUIANA,  represented  to  his  Majesty  that  gome  of  the  said  provisions  could  not  be  enforced  without  great 
prejudice  to  the  slaves  therein,  uor  without  a  ruinous  loss  to  the  owners  of  such  slaves,  and  that 
other  regulations  might  be  established  for  securing  to  the  slaves  an  adequate  supply  of  food, 
clothing,  &c.  more  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  such  slaves,  and  eqindty 
conducive  to  the  benefit  of  the  slaves  themselves,  k  was  ordered,  that  it  should  be  lawral  for 
the  Grovemor  of  the  said  colony,  by  any  proclamation  to  be  by  him  from  time  to  time  for 
that  purpose  issued,  to  suspend  so  much  and  such  parts  of  the  order  in  council  of  the 
2d  November  1831,  relating  to  the  matters  in  said  oraer  contained,  as  to  such  Grovemor 
should  appear  inapplicable  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colony ;  and  by  such  proclama* 
tion  to  establish  such  other  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  said  several  measures,  or 
any  of  them,  as  should  to  such  Governor  appear  to  be  more  compatible  with  the  interest  of 
the  owners  of  the  slaves,  and  better  adapted  for  securing  to  such  slaves  an  adequate  supply 
of  food,  clothing,  &c. 

Provided  always,  that  all  such  proclamations  should  be  confirmed  and  approved  or  dis- 
allowed by  his  Majesty  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  was  provided,  in  the  said  order,  in 
reference  to  the  proclamations  which,  by  the  said  order,  such  Governor  was  authorized  to 
issue. 

It  further  appears,  that  in  virtue  of  the  authority  conferred  on  him  by  the  said  order  ia 
council  of  6th  November  1832,  and  in  pursuance  thereof.  Sir  Benjamin  D*Urban  issued,  on 
18th  January  1833,  his  proclamation,  ordering  and  directing  that  the  fifth  regulation  of 
the  88th  clause  of  his  Majesty's  order  in  council,  bearing  date  the  2d  of  November  1831, 
should  be  suspended,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof,  every  owner  or  manager  who  should  pro- 
pose to  maintain  his  slaves  by  an  allowance  of  provisions,  should  be  bound  and  required  to 
supply  such  provisions  to  the  amount  and  of  the  kinds  set  forth  in  the  Schedule  manned  (A.) 
thereunto  annexed. 

This  proclamation,  then,  was  issued  under  the  same  authority  as  that  by  which  the  law 
of  2d  November  1831  was  enacted,  and  under  an  exercise  of  that  authority,  at  a  daie 
posterior  to  the  enactment  of  November  1831. 

To  suppose  that  his  Majesty,  by  the  order  of  2d  November  1831,  intended  to  tie  up  or 
restrict  his  own  legislative  power,  would  not  only  be  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  legislatiye 
authority,  but  also  with  the  express  words  of  the  120th  clause  of  that  very  order;  for  after 
that  part  of  the  said  clause  which  is  recited  in  the  proclamation  of  his  Excellency  the 
GJovemor,  of  April  1837,  his  Majesty  adds  these  words :  "  Unless  the  same  (that  is,  the  , 
law,  statute,  ordinance  or  proclamation  repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  that  Act)  shall 
first  have  been  approved  or  confirmed  by  his  Majesty,  or  by  his  heirs  and  successors,  with 
the  advice  of  his  and  their  privy  council.  * 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  proclamation  referred  to  in  this  question  was  at  the 
time  legal  and  valid. 

On  the  Second  Question. 

By  the  117th  clause  of  the  order  in  council  of  November  1831,  coupled  with  the  order 
in  council  of  November  1832,  it  was  declared  that  until  disallowed  by  his  Majesty,  the 
proclamation  of  the  Governor,  in  reference  to  the  quantity  of  food  to  be  supplied  to  the 
slaves,  should  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  it  had  formed  part  of  the  order  in 
council  of  2d  November  1831. 

The  proclamation  of  18th  January  1833  was  duly  published  in  the  colony  by  Sir 
Benjamm  D'Urban,  and  never  disallowed,  nor  was  any  contrary  order,  proclamation  or  law 
promulgated  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Abolition  Act,  on  the  28th  August  1833. 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  law  regulating  the  allowance  of  food  to  slaves  in 
force  in  this  colony  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  3  &  4  Will.  4, 
chap.  73,  namely,  28th  August  1833,  was  the  proclamation  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  of 
18tn  January  1833,  and  that  the  schedule  of  such  allowances  was  Schedule  (A.)  attached  to 
that  proclamation. 

On  the  Third  Question. 

We  are  of  opinion  that,  notwithstanding  the  proclamation  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
dated  the  24th  April  instant,  the  persons  entitled  to  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers  in 
this  colony  are  not  bound  by  law  to  furnish  allowances  of  provisions  according  to  any  other 
scale  than  that  specified  in  Schedule  (X.)  annexed  to  the  order  in  council  of  5th  June  1834. 

By  the  11th  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  3  &  4  Will.  4,  chap.  73,  it  was  enacted, 
that  during  the  continuance  of  the  apprenticeship,  the  person  entitled  to  the  services  of  the 
apprenticed  labourer  should  be  required  to  supply  him  with  such  food,  &c.  and  such  other 
maintenance  and  allowances  as  by  any  law  tnen  in  force  in  the  colony  the  owner  was 
required  to  supply  to  the  slave. 

And  by  the  16th  section  of  the  same  Act  it  was  left  to  the  Governors,  Councils  and 
Assemblies,  or  other  local  legislatures  of  the  colonies,  or  to  his  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of 
his  privy  council,  in  reference  to  those  colonies  to  which  the  legislative  authority  of  his 
Majesty  in  council  extends,  to  frame  the  rules  and  regulations  for  securing  to  the  appren- 
ticed 
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ticed  labourers  punctuality  and  method  in  the  supply  of  the  food,  &c.  to  which  they  were  British  GUIANA, 
therein  declared  entitled ;  and  by  the  44th  clause  of  that  Act  it  was  further  enacted,  that  no  ^— 

part  of  the  fund  raised  for  compensating  the  persons  then  entitled  to  the^  services  of  slaves 
should  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of  that  Act  for  the  benefit  of  any  such'person,  unless  an 
order  should  first  have  been  made  by  his  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  declaring  that  adequate  and  satisfactory  provision  had  been  made  by  law  in  suca 
colony  for  giving  effect  to  that  Act  of  Prliaament,  oy  such  further  Acts  and  supplementary 
enactments  as  therein  mentioned. 

His  Excellency  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  and  the  court  of  policy,  with  the  view  of 
making  this  adequate  and  satisfactory  provision,  framed  an  ordinance,  on  the  8th  March 
1834,  which  was  transmitted  home  for  confirmation,  and  to  which  was  attached  a  schedule 
of  allowances  of  food  to  be  furnished  to  the  apprenticed  labourers,  of  diminished  quantity, 
and  differing  from  that  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban. 

By  the  order  in  council  of  5th  June  1834,  his  Majesty,  after  referring  to  the  aforesaid 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  Darticularly  to  the  44th  clause  of  that  Act,  and  after  referring  to 
the  above-mentioned  orainance  01  the  Lieutenant-governor  and  court  of  policy,  did,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  and  in  pursuance  and  exercise^  of  the  power  and 
authority  in  and  by  the  said  Act  of  Pai*liament  in  his  Majesty  in  council  on  that  behalf 
vested,  declare,  that,  except  in  so  far  as  certain  parts  of  the  said  ordinance  were  thereinafter 
disallowed,  and  except  in  so  far  as  certain  parts  of  the  said  ordinance  were  thereinafter 
amended  by  the  substitution  of  other  provisions  in  lieu  thereof,  the  said  ordinance  was 
approved,  confirmed  and  allowed  and  finally  enacted.  And  his  Majesty  did  moreover 
declare,  that  by  the  said  ordinance,  so  in  part  disallowed  and  so  amended  as  aforesaid, 
adequate  and  satisfactory  provision  had  been  made  in  British  Guiana  for  giving  effect  to 
the  said  Act  of  Parliament,  by  such  further  and  supplementary  enactments  as  were  therein 
mentioned  and  required.  And  his  Majesty  did  furtner,  in  the  said  order  in  council,  dis- 
allow the  diminished  schedule  of  allowances  for  food  proposed  by  the  said  ordinance  of  the 
court  of  policy,  and  did  substitute  the  Schedule  (X.),  which  is  literally  a  transcript  of 
Schedule  (A.)  attached  to  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban^s  proclamation. 

Under  this  order  of  his  Majesty  in  council,  persons  formerly  entitled  to  the  services  of 
slaves  in  this  colony  received  their  respective  portions  of  the  compensation  fund  raised 
under  the  aforesaid  Act  of  Parliament. 

We  cannot  therefore  doubt  that  the  Schedule  (X.)  referred  to  ought  to  be  considered  as 
an  integral  and  inseparable  portion  of  the  order  in  cotmcil  of  6th  June  1834,  incapable  of 
being  enlarged  or  diminished  by  any  power  less  than  that  by  and  under  which  it  was 
originally  enacted.  The  power  granted  to  the  Governor  of  authorizing  the  substitution  of 
other  provisions  cannot  be  extended  to  affect  the  quantities  of  the  provisions  specified  in  the 
schedule.  Yams,  potatoes,  eddoes,  tanyahs,  wheat-flour,  Indian  corn-meal  and  rice,  are  as 
much  substantive  provisions  of  the  schedule  as  are  the  plantains,  and  their  respective  quan- 
tities are  as  accurately  defined  and  fixed,  and  as  little  liable  to  change. 

On  the  Fourth  Question. 

We  are  of  opinion  that,  in  the  case  supposed,  the  remedy  competent  to  the  party 
aggrieved  would  be  either  by  interdict  or  by  an  action  of  damages,  as  circumstances  might 
direct. 

Thus  Salvo  Meliori  advised,  in  Geoi^e  Town,  Demerara,  28  April  1837. 

(signed)         C.  W.  Ellents  Hofsted. 
J.  X.  Smith,  jun. 
Charles  M' Doug  i. 


(BO 

.     GOVEBNMENT  NoTICB,  29  April  1837. 

[(Vide  Enclosure  in  Despatch  29  April  1837,  No.  116,  page  106.) 


Proclamation,  29  April  1837. 
(Vide  Enclosure  in  Despatch  29  April  1837,  No.  116,  page  108.) 


154.— 11.  P  3 

Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 


ii8  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


BBITISH  CUUNA. 


(C.)       . 

Opinion  of  the  Attohnby-general. 

(C.)  Under  the  fifth  regulation  of  clause  88  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  9d  of  Novem 

ber  1831,  it  is  enacted  as  follows : — *^  Each  and  every  slave  above  the  age  of  10  years  shall 
receive  in  each  week  not  less  than  21  pints  of  wheat-flour  or  of  the  flour  of  meal  or 
Guinea  com,  or  56  full  ctowu  plantains,  or  66  pounds  of  cocoa  or  yams,  and  also  seven 
herrings  or  shads,  or  dtner  salted  provisions  equal  thereto;  and  every  slave  below  the 
age  of  10  years  shall  be  supplied  with  one-half  of  the  before-mentioned  allowance  in  each 
week,  which  allowance  shall  be  delivered  to  the  mother  or  nurse  of  every  such  infailt  slave," 
It  is  impossible  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that  this  order  in  council,  as  fer  as  regards  the 
quantity  of  provisions  to  be  supplied  to  the  slave,  was  not,  previously  to  its  being  passed,  well 
and  maturely  considered  by  the  authorities  in  England  ;  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by 
his  Majesty  in  council,  that  a  less  quantity  of  provisions  than  that  specified  in  this  fifth 
regulation  would  not  be  an  adequate  supply  of  food  for  the  slave  under  the  sixth  regulation 
of  this  order  in  council,  the  Governor  haa  the  power  conferred  upon  him  of  issuing  fiom 
time  to  time,  as  (I  presume)  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  might  require  it,  proclamations 
authorizing  the  substitution  for  the  provisions  aforesaid  of  any  other  provisions  equivalent  to 
and  equally  nutritious  with  the  same. 

It  is  declared  in  a  manner  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  the  provisions  to  be  substituted 
for  the  allowance  of  food  required  to  be  given  to  the  slave  by  the  order  in  council  are  not 
to  be  less  in  quantity  than  that  allowance,  and  they  are  not  to  be  less  nutritious.  By  the 
subsequent  order  of  his  Majesty  in  Council  of  the  6th  November  1832,  the  Governor  was 
authorized  to  suspend  such  parts  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  2d  November  1831,  relative 
to  food,  &c.,  as  appeared  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colony,  and  by 
proclamations  (in  the  plural  number)  to  be  by  him  issued  froi^i  time  to  time  to  estaolish  such 
other  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  several  matters  referred  to  in  the  order  in  council 
of  the  2d  November  1832,  as  to  him  might  appear  more  compatible  with  the  interest  of  the 
owners  of  the  slaves,  and  better  adapted  for  securing  to  such  slaves  an  adequate  supply  of 
food.  It  is  also  a  special  part  of  this  order  in  council,  that  while  the  regulations  to  be 
issued  under  it  shall  be  more  compatible  with  the  interest  of  owners,  they  are  clearly  to  he 
"  equally  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  the  slaves  themselves."  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
consider  that  this  order  in  council,  authorizing  the  Governor  to  make  other  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  a  description  better  adapted  for  securing  to  the  slave  an  adequate  supply  of  food, 
could,  by  any  sound  construction  that  could  be  put  upon  it,  put  the  slave  in  a  worse  condir 
tion,  as  to  the  quantity  of  food  to  be  served  out  to  him,  than  he  was  placed  in  by  the  order  in 
council  of  1831.  Other  rules  and  regulations  are  to  be  framed  certainly,  but  not,  as  I  conceive, 
to  diminish  the  quantity  of  food  to  be  allowed  to  the  slave ;  but  if  I  am  correct  in  my  inter- 
pretation of  these  expressions,  the  situation  of  the  slave  with  regard  to  these  matters  might  be 
improved,  but  could  not  be  deteriorated.  The  order  in  council,  I  think,  contemplated 
nothing  more  than  the  probability,  that  occasionally,  from  the  state  of  the  markets,  wheat- 
flour,  corn-meal  or  Guinea  com  could  not  be  procured  but  at  a  very  ruinous  price,  perhaps 
could  not  be  procured  at  all,  and  in  those  exigencjes  gave  the  Governor  the  power  it  conferred 
of  authorizing  the  substitution  of  other  provisions  instead  of  those  enumerated  in  the  law, 
equal  in  quantity  and  not  less  nutritious.  How  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  was  led  to  issue 
the  proclamation  of  the  18th  January  1833,  which  gave  the  slave  not  even  half  of  the  quan- 
tity of  corn-meal  or  rice  as  a  substitute  for  his  plantains,  which  the  order  in  council  of  1831 
secured  to  him,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand ;  oir  B.  D'Urban  must  have  been  mistaken  or 
misled  as  to  the  quantity  of  food  necessary  to  be  substituted  for  the  allowance  of  plantains, 
for  no  planter  will  pretend  that  the  substitute  given  is  equivalent  to  the  original  allowance, 
any  more  than  he  could  pretend  that  one-half  of  the  allowance  of  the  salted  provisions 
given  by  the  order  would  be  equivalent  to  the  whole.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  two 
orders  in  council  of  the  2d  November  1831  and  6th  November  1832,  are  laws  passed  la 
pari  materia,  and  it  is  a  settled  rule  of  construction  with  regard  to  these,  that  they  are  to  be 
considered  as  one  law,  and  to  be  construed,  not  independently  of  each  other,  but  with  a 
reference  to  the  code  of  which  each  is  only  a  component  part ;  when,  therefore,  I  read 
the  order  in  council  of  1831,  which  gives  the  slave  21  pints  of  wheat-flour,  or  the 
same  quantity  of  the  flour  or  meal  of  Guinea  or  corn-meal,  and  collate  it  with  the  120th 
clause  of  the  same  order,  which  enacts  that  no  proclamation  then  or  at  any  time  theretofore 
in  force  in  the  colony,  or  which  should  thereafter  be  by  any  Governor  or  local  legislature  of 
such  colony  made,  enacted,  ordained  or  promulgated,  should  be  of  any  force  if  in  anywise 
repugnant  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  order  of  1831,  I  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832,  while  it  conferred  upon  Sir  Benjamin 
D'Urban  power  to  make  other  rules  and  regulations  better  adapted  for  securing  to  the  slave 
an  adequate  supply  of  food,  did  not  invest  him  with  authority  to  reduce  the  21  pints 
of  wheat  or  other  flour,  allowed  by  the  order  of  1831,  to  such  a  diminished  Quantity  when 
substituted  for  plantains  as  amounted  to  less  than  one-half  of  the  quantity  wnich  the  order 
in  coimcil  prescribed,  and  consequently  I  think  the  legality  of  the  proclamation  of  the  18th 
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January  1833,  as  far  as  regards  the  diminished  quantity  of  food  substituted  by  it  for  the   BRITISH  OUIANA 
slave's  allowance  of  plantains,  exceedingly  questionable.  """^ 

On  the  28th  August  1833,  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  was  passed.  It  is  by  the 
11th  clause  enacted,  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  apprenticeship  (in  other  words,  up 
to  the  1st  day  of  August  1840),  the  person  or  persons  for  the  time  being  entitled  to  the 
services  of  the  apprenticed  labourer  shall  be  bound  to  supply  him  or  her  with  such  food, 
clothing,  lodging  and  medical  attendance  as  by  any  law  in  force  in  the  colony  to  which  the 
apprenticed  labourer  may  belong  the  owner  of  the  slave  was  bound  to  furnish.  It  appears 
to  be  assumed  as  incontrovertible  that  the  proclamation  of  the  18th  January  1833  was  the 
law  in  force  at  the  period  when  the  AbolitK>n  Act  was  passed,  and  that,  consequently,  the 
11th  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  fixed  this  proclamation  as  the  law  finally  and  irre- 
vocably, and  subject  to  no  modification  or  change ;  but  I  cannot  concur  in  this  view  of  the 
subject. 

The  order  in  council  authorizing  the  Governor  to  issue  proclamations  (in  the  plural 
nimiber),  and  from  time  to  time  contemplated  the  issuing  of  frequent  proclamations  as  cir- 
ciunstances  might  require, — I  can  see  nothing  that  could  have  prevented  Sir  Benjamin 
D' Urban  fix)m  issuing  another  proclamation  in  a  week  after  the  proclamation  of  the  18th 
January  1833,  and  I  can  perceive  nothing  in  the  11th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act  that 
destroys  the  power  vested  in  the  Grovemor,  under  the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November 
1832,  of  issumg  proclamations  from  time  to  time  relative  to  the  allowances  of  food  therein 
mentioned.  The  law  of  the  colony,  by  which  the  food  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  was  to 
be  regulated  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  up  to  1840,  was  the  order  in  council 
of  the  6th  November  1832,  and  not  (as  appears  to  be  insisted  on)  a  mere  regulation  emanating 
from  the  order  in  council  in  the  shape  of  a  proclamation.  The  Act  of  Parliament  for  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery  was  a  remedial  Act ;  it  was  intended  to  benefit  the  slave  thenceforth 
to  become  an  apprenticed  labourer,  and  it  would  be  a  rather  anomalous  construction  of  such 
an  Act,  to  put  upon  it  an  interpretation  which  would  perpetuate  and  render  final,  conclusive 
and  unalterable  a  proclamation,  which  put  the  apprenticed  labourer,  in  one  of  the  most 
*  important  points  of  his  state,  in  a  much  worse  condition  than  he  felt  himself  placed  in  whea 
detained  in  a  state  of  slaveiy  from  which  he  had  been  raised  by  the  Imperial  Act.  For  these 
reasons,  I  think  the  11th  clause  of  the  Act  of  Psurliament  neither  took  away  nor  fettered 
the  power  of  the  Governor  under  the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832,  to  issue 
his  proclamations  from  time  to  time  relating  the  allowances  of  food,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  Act  of  ParUament  has  left  me  law  on  this  subject  precisely  as  it  stood  during  the 
period  of  slavery  under  the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832. 

This  order  in  council  of  the  4th  June  1834  has  adopted  the  scale  f  allowances  fixed  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  18th  January  1833  ;  I  cannot  think  that  this  was  intended  to  arrest 
and  annul  the  Governor's  power  of  issuing  any  other  proclamations  under  the  order  itf 
council  of  6th  November  1832,  which  t3»  exigencies  of  the  case  might  require. 

This  order  in  council  of  the  4th  June  1834  appears  to  me  rather  an  affirmation  of  the 
legal  existence  of  the  order  in  coimcil  of  the  6th  November  1832,  as  continued  in  force  by 
the  11th  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  inasmuch  as  it  adopts  the  proclamation  of  the 
18th  January  1833,  issued  under  the  authority  of  the  order  of  1832.  I  repeat,  there 
appears  to  me  nothing  in  this  circumstance  intended  to  armihilate  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Governor  to  issue  proclamations  from  time  to  time  under  the  order  of  1832,  or  to  render 
the  scale  of  allowances  fixed  by  the  order  of  1834  irrevocable  and  unalterable  during  the 
apprenticeship. 

It  has  been  stated  already,  that  the  order  of  1832  contemplated  the  issue  of  frequent 
proclamations ;  the  ordinance  of  8th  March  1834  was  confirmed  by  the  King  with  precisely 
the  same  clause,  enabling  the  Governor  to  issue  proclamations  from  time  to  time  of  a  similar 
nature.  Occasions,  it  was  contemplated,  might  arise  when  it  would  become  matter  not  only 
of  urgent  but  of  absolute  necessity  to  alter  the  scale  of  allowances.  It  is  perfectly  well 
known  that  yams,  potatoes,  tanyahs,  eddoes  'and  cocoa  are  not  cultivated  bv  the  planters 
of  British  Guiana  as  provisions  to  be  served  out  to  the  labourers.  Suppose  Kom  the  state 
of  the  markets  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  of  the  substitutes  for  plantains  enumerated 
in  the  schedule  of  the  order  in  council  of  1834,  while  others  eaually  nutritious  could  be 
procured  in  abimdance,  could  it  be  successfully  maintained  tnat  the  Governor  of  the 
colony  had  no  power,  after  the  Act  of  Parliam«ttt  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  of  issuinjg 
a  new  proclamation,  appointing  difierent  but  equivalent  substitutes  ?  I  think  not.  It  is 
clear,  therefore,  to  me,  tnat  the  Act  of  Parliament  did  not  deprive  the  Governor  of  the  power 
which  he  possessed  under  the  order  in  council  of  November  1832,  and  the  ordinance, 
No.  43,  of  issuing  proclamations  from  time  to  time,  regulating  the  allowance  of  food  for  the 
labourers,  and  bringing  that  allowance  back  to  a  standard  eauivalent  to  that  at  which  it  was 
fixed  by  the  order  m  council  of  1831  during  the  period  of  slavery ;  and  for  these  reasons, 
coupled  with  that  part  of  the  16th  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  73, 
which  declares  every  enactment  null  and  void  and  of  no  effect  which  falls  short  of  effecting 
the  true  nfcnt  and  imeaning  of  the  Abolition  Act,  even  though  it  may  have  received  the 
highest  sanction  which  it  is  capable  of  obtaining,  I  think  the  labourer's  allowance  of  food 
cannot  be  reduced  to  less  than  one-half  of  that  to  which  the  slave  was  entitled  as  a  substi- 
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BRITISH  GUIANA,  tute  for  his  plantains,  and  consequentlv  that  the  proclamation  of  the  24th  April  1837  is  a 

legal  proclamation  ;  and  that  it  is  a  debt  of  justice  due  to  the  labourer,  I  think  no  one  who- 

attentively  considers  the  subject  and  the  object  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  3  &  4  W.  4,  c.  73, 
particularly  the  11th  clause,  will  deny. 

(signed)  W  Furlonge,  AttCMmey-generaL 


—  No.  118.— 
(No.  232.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart- 
No.  1^8  Sir,  .  Downing-street,  31  July  1837. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  Nos.  304,  310 
and  319,  of  the  23d  and  29th  April  and  13th  May,  relative  to  the  proclamation 
which  you  issued  on  the  24th  April  last,  as  to  the  quantity  of  corn-meal  to  which 
the  apprenticed  labourers  were  entitled  when  substituted  for  plantains. 

The  only  question  controverted  between  yourself  on  the  one  hand,  and  Messrs. 
M*Turk,  Fullarton  and  Lane  on  the  other,  is  the  lawfulness  of  your  proclamation 
«  of  the  24th  April.     In  their  very  elaborate  statement  of  the  10th  May,  those 

gentlemen  have  not  attempted  to  maintain  that  the  allowances  of  flour  and  rice 
provided  by  Sir  B.  D'Urban's  proclamation  are  really  adequate  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  labourer ;  and  from  their  silence  on  this  head,  it  may  be  inferred  that  they.^. 
regarded  the  opinion  of  the  Lieutenant-governor  as  incontrovertible. 

This,  indeed,  is  not  the  view  taken  of  that  opinion  by  several  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  colony  who  have  addressed  themselves  to  me  on  the  subject,  and 
to  whose  representations  I  shall,  in  a  separate  despatch,  call  your  attention.  At 
present,  I  confine  myself  to  the  sole  question  raised  by  Messrs.  M'Turk,  Fullarton 
and  Lane — the  legality  of  your  proclamation. 

Now  the  question  of  law  is  debated  upon  a  ground  which,  if  it  be  valid, 
restrains  the  power  of  Her  Majesty  in  Coimcil  not  less  than  that  of  the  Governor 
himself;  for  it  is  alleged  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery 
has  fixed  immutably,  until  the  1st  August  1840,  the  scale  which  was  actually  in 
force  at  the  date  of  that  statute.  It  is  therefore  denied  that  any  authority  inferior 
to  that  of  Parliament  can  alter  any  part  of  that  scale.  This  conclusion  is  main- 
tained by  the  three  advocates  consulted  by  Messrs.  M*Turk,  Fullarton  and  Lane, 
and  it  is  as  distinctly  negatived  by  the  Attorney-general  of  British  Guiana. 

In  such  circumstances,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  validity  of  your  pro* 
clamation  can  be  ascertained  by  any  method,  excepting  that  of  a  judicial  decision. 
If  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  this  country  should  maintain  its  legal 
authority,  still  the  parties  would  not  be  bound  by  their  opinion  ;  and  have,  inde^ 
plainly  intimated  their  intention  to  resist,  by  all  lawful  methods,  the  enforcement 
of  the  proclamation  of  the  24th  April  last. 

My  present  opinion,  therefore,  is,  that  the  proper  course  would  be  to  instruct 
the  local  attorney-general  to  take  the  necessary  means  for  bringing  this  question 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  court  of  civil  justice  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo. 
If  the  proclamation  should  be  pronounced  valid  by  that  tribunal,  it  will  come 
under  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council  to  decide.  On  the  opposite 
supposition,  it  should  be  recalled  by  yourself.  It  may,  indeed,  be  said  tlmt  Her 
Majesty's  previous  confirmation  of  this  proclamation  is  essential  to  impart  to  it 
the  force  of  law ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  course  which  is  suggested  will  bring 
the  case  to  trial  under  a  fatal  disadvantage.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  this 
is  a  misapprehension.  If  the  power  of  making  such  a  proclamation  exist  at  all, 
it  exists  in  virtue  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832 ;  and  the 
questions  really  are,  first,  whether  the  powers  imparted  to  the  Governor  of  British 
Guiana  by  that  order  were  lawfully  exercised  by  Sir  B.  D'Urban's  proclamation 
of  the  18th  January  1833  ;  and,  second,  whether  those  powers  are  spent  and 
exhausted,  or  can  still  be  brought  into  exercise.  The  validity  of  this  proclama- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  24th  April  depends,  therefore,  upon  the  extent  of  the  powers  which   British  guiana. 

were  on  that  day  vested  in  you  under  royal  orders  previously  issued,  and  is  not  

necessarily  dependent  upon  any  royal  order  to  be  subsequently  issued.  Nothii^, 
therefore,  seems  to  forbid  the  suspension  of  Her  Majesty's  decision,  until  this 
doubt  shall  have  been  set  at  rest  by  the  judgment  of  the  court.  Supposing, 
however,  this  view  of  the  case  to  be  erroneous,  there  will  be  sufficient  time  for 
the  correction  of  it  on  that  error  being  explained,  since  the  order  will  not  come 
into  operation  until  four  months  from  the  present  time. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  119.— 

(No.  247.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Oknelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  September  1837.  No.  119. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  232,  of  the  31st  July,  on  the  subject  of  your  proclamation 
of  the  24th  April  last,  regulating  the  quantity  of  com-meal  to  which  the  appren- 
tices were  entitled  in  substitution  for  plantains,  I  stated  that  the  only  question 
controverted  between  yourself  on  the  one  hand,  and  Messrs.  M*Turk,  Fullarton 
and  Lane  on  the  other,  was  the  lawfulness  of  your  proclamation,  and  that  those 
gentlemen  had  not  attempted  to  maintain  the  adequacy  of  the  allowance  of  flour 
and  rice  provided  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban's  proclamation  ;  and,  proceeding  on 
the  assumption  that  the  point  of  adequacy  was  not  contended  for  by  those  gen- 
tlemen, although  by  others  who  had  objected  to  the  proclamation  it  was,  I 
confined  myself  in  that  despatch  to  instructing  you  as  to  the  method  by  which 
the  question  of  law  might  be  brought  to  adjudication ;  and  I  reserved  for  a 
separate  despatch  the  remarks  which  I  should  have  to  address  to  you  on  the 
representations  of  the  parties  residing  in  this  country,  who,  by  communications 
made  to  me,  had  affirmed  the  adequacy  of  the  allowances  under  Sir  Benjamin 
D'Urban's  proclamation. 

I  have  now  to  acquaint  you,  that  since  the  date  of  my  above-mentioned 
despatch,  I  have  been  corrected  as  to  the  supposition  that  Messrs.  M*Turk, 
PuUarton  and  Lane  acquiesced  in  the  insufficiency  of  the  former  allowances ;  and 
I  have  received  from  the  remonstrants  against  your  proclamation  statements  of 
the  grounds  on  which  they  contend  for  their  sufficiency.  These  statements  are 
now  under  my  consideration  ;  and  the  object  of  my  present  communication  is, 
to  desire  that  you  will  continue  the  suspension  of  your  proclamation  until  you 
shall  have  received  the  instructions  which  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  address  to 
you,  so  soon  as  I  shall  have  had  the  necessary  time  for  forming  a  deliberate 
decision  as  to  the  right  course  to  be  taken  on  this  question. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  120.— 
(No.  371.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  28  August  1837.  No.  1 20. 

I  BKG  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  memorial  addressed  to  Her  Majesty  by  \ 

certain  proprietors  and  representatives  of  estates  and  others,  relative  to  my  pro - 

clamation  of  the  24th  April  1837,  augmenting  the  quantity  of  com-meal  or  of 
rice  to  be  issued  to  the  labourers,  whenever  recourse  should  be  had,  in  lieu  of 

plantains,  to  those  articles  of  food.     I  also  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  reply.   

With  respect  to  the  subject  itself,  I  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  my  despatches 
of  the  23d  April  1837,  No.  304  ;  of  the  29th  April  1837,  No.  310 ;  and  of  the 
13th  May  1837,  No.  319 ;  together  with  their  several  enclosures. 

I  very  much  lament  the  narrow,  confined  and  impolitic  view  of  so  important  a 
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BRlnsH  GUIANA,   subject  taken  by  the  memorialists.    The  estates  in  Berbice  are  highly  cultrvated, 
^"""^  produce  immense  profits,  and  are  making  the  most  ample  returns  to  tlie  pio^ 

priet(»rs.  To  endeavour,  under  such  circamstances,  to  muzzk  the  ox  which  is 
treading  out  their  com ;  to  give  to  a  stout  labouring  man,  for  his  weekly  sub- 
sistence, but  ten  pints  of  groimd  corn  or  of  dirty  rice ;  appears  to  me  to  be  an 
act  of  the  most  ill-judged  parsimony.  Fortunately  for  the  country,  fortunately 
even  for  their  own  interests,  the  law  b  not  as  represented  by  these  gentlemen ; 
and  I  have  very  little  doubt  but  that  Her  Majesty's  approbation  of  the  procla- 
mation of  which  the  memorialists  complain  has  already  been  communicated  to 
your  Lordship,  and  that  the  same  will,  in  due  course,  be  notified  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         •/.  -Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  120. 

To  The  Qubbn's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

End.  1,  in  No*  iso.  The  humble  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  Proprietors  and  Representatives  of  Estiles, 

Merchants  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Berbice,  in  the  Colony  ci  Bxitiih 
Guiana. 

Most  (Gracious  Sovereign, 

Your  memorialists  are  desirous,  in  all  loyal  and  dutiful  hiunility,  of  laying  at  the  feet  of 
Your  Majesty  in  council  their  earnest  and  respectful  remonstrance  against  a  proclamation 
recently  issued  by  his  Excellency  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Governor  of  Bntish  Guiana, 
in  regard  to  the  allowances  of  food  hereafter  to  be  supplied  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  rf 
this  colony. 

On  the  2d  of  November  1831,  an  order  was  issued  by  his  late  Majesty  in  council,  by  sec- 
tion 88,  whereof  it  was  provided,  that  every  onmer  or  manager  of  slaves  who  should  ptx^xxe 
to  maintain  the  same  by  an  allowance  of  provisions,  should  be  required  to  supply,  in  eadi 
week,  to  every  such  slave,  being  above  the  age  of  10  years, "  not  less  than  21  pints  of  wheat* 
flour,  or  of  the  flour  or  meal  of  Guinea  or  Indian  com,  or  66  full-grown  plantains,  or  66  pounds 
of  cocoas  or  yams,  and  also  seven  herrings  or  shads,  or  other  salted  provisions  equivalent 
thereto;"  and  to  every  such  slave,  being  under  the  age  of  10  years,  one-half  of  the  said 
allowances.  Several  of  the  regulations  of  this  order  m  council,  and  especially  the  scale  of 
{tfovisions  set  forth  in  the  said  section,  having  appeared  to  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana 
to  be  most  erroneous  and  excessive,  productive  of  no  real  benefit  to  the  negro,  while  tbcy 
were  fraught  with  heavy  damage  to  masters  and  employers,  a  solemn  "  declaration"  against 
their  enforcement  was  humbly  transmitted  by  the  non-official  members  of  the  court  of  policy 
for  the  consideration  of  his  late  Majesty  in  council. 

In  consequence  of  this  strong  representation,  his  late  Majesty  in  council  was  graciously 
pleased  to  issue  another  order  upon  the  6th  of  November  1832,  giving  power  to  the  Governor 
of  British  Guiana,  by  proclamations  to  be  by  him  issued  from  time  to  time,  to  suspend  such 
parts  of  the  order  of  1831  as  might  appear  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  condition  of  this  colony, 
and  to  establish  such  other  regulations  in  the  room  thereof  as  to  such  Grovemor  might  seem 
to  be  expedient. 

His  Excellency,  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  at  that  time  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  upon 
receiving  the  order  of  his  late  Majesty  in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832,  procewied 
without  delay  to  determine  upon  the  alteration  necessary  to  be  introduced  into  tne  opera- 
tion of  the  order  of  1831. 

By  proclamation  of  date  the  18th  of  January  1833,  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  thus  conferred  upon  him,  did  suspend  certain  of  the  regulations  of  the  order 
of  1831 ;  and  in  the  first  place,  and  altogether,  the  scale  of  provisions  to  be  supplied  to 
slaves,  as  set  forth  in  section  88  thereof.  In  lieu  of  the  quantities  contained  in  the  scale  so 
suspended,  the  allowance  to  slaves  was  directed,  by  this  proclamation,  to  be  furnished  by 
owners  and  managers,  in  terms  of  a  certain  schedule  thereto  annexed,  whereby  every  slav« 
became  entitled  in  each  week,  besides  a  liberal  allowance  of  salt  provisions,  to  not  less  than 
70  pounds  of  plantains,  or,  as  substitutes  for  plantains,  to  26  pounds  of  yams  or  potatoes, 
or  to  20  pounds  of  eddoes  or  tanyahs,  or  to  10  pints  of  wheat-flour,  or  to  10  pints  of  Indian 
6om-meal,  or  to  10  pints  of  rice. 

The  schedule  of  Sir  Beniamin  D'Urban  was  received  with  cheerfulness  by  the  slaves, 
and  with  general  gratitude  by  their  employers ;  and  it  continued,  without  the  occurrence  cf 
a  single  complaint,  to  form  the  law  of  allowances  in  British  Guiana  down  to  the  passing 
of  the  Abolition  Act. 

It  wad  a  chief  purpose  of  the  said  Act  to  maintain  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  exactly 
the  same  situation,  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  their  allowances,  in  which  they  stood,  in 
the  character  of  slaves,  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  that  enactment,  it  being  distinctly 
provided  by  section  11  thereof,  that  the  employer  of  any  such  labourers  should  be  required 
"  to  supply  him  or  her  with  such  food,  clothing,  lodging,  medicine,  medical  attendance,  tod 
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sack  oiber  maintenance  and  allowances  as  by  an^  law  now  in  force  in  the  colony  to  which   BUTiSll  tfuIAMA. 
sndi  apprenticeci  labourers  may  belong  an  owner  is  required  to  supply  to  and  for  any  sbi^e  •— ^ 

bang  of  the  saiooe  age  and  sex  as  such  apprenticed  labcmrer  shall  be/' 

In  so  fiur  as  regaras  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  your  memorialists  cannot  consider  ihAt 
the  *^  law  "  of  aUowances,  referred  to  in  this  Act  of  Parliament  as  '^  now  in  foree  in  the 
colony/'  namely,  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act  itself,  had  reference  to  any  s«0- 
pended  portion  of  the  order  of  his  late  Majesty  in  council  of  1831,  but  entirely  to  the 
schedule  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  by  which  the  allowances  to  slaves  had  been  exclusively 
reffukited  since  the  18th  of  January  1833. 

By  the  44th  section  of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  it  was  provided,  that  no  part  of 
the  sum  of  20,000,000  /.  steriing,  appropriated  by  Parliament,  in  name  of  compensatiMi, 
should  be  applied  for  th^  benefit  of  any  person  entitled  to  the  services  of  any  slave  in  any 
colony,  tin  an  order  should  have  first  issued  fit)m  his  Majesty  in  council,  ^^  declaring  that 
adequate  and  satis&ctory  provision  hath  been  made,  by  law,  in  such  colony  for  giving  efiect 
to  this  present  Act  by  such  further  and  supplementary  enactments  as  aforesaid. 

In  <Hrder  to  secure  the  applicaticm  of  the  amount  of  compensation  appropriated  to  Britisfa 
Guiana,  the  court  of  policy  thereof  proceeded  to  construct  a  certain  ordinance,  numbered 
*^  43,"  with  the  view  of  making  provision  in  this  colony  for  the  giving  e£fect  to  the  statute 
for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery ;  but  in  the  enactments  of  that  ordinance,  with  regard  to  the 
provisions  to  be  supplied  to  apprenticed  labourers,  the  said  court,  overlooking  the  obvious 
unport  of  section  11  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament,  transmitted,  for  the  approval  of  his 
late  Majesty  in  council,  a  diminished  scale  of  allowances,  materially  diffenng  fixxn  the 
schedule  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban, 

His  Majesty  in  council,  acting  upon  the  true  intent  of  the  law  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery, 
was  pleased  to  disallow,  by  an  order  in  council  dated  the  5th  of  June  1834,  the  scale  of 
allowances  proposed  by  the  court  of  policy,  and  instead  thereof  to  enact  a  separate  tariff, 
which  is  annexed  to  said  order,  as  a  substantive  portion  thereof,  and  is,  in  all  respects,  a 
transcript  of  the  schedule  of  the  18th  January  1833,  a  formal  communication  being,  about 
the  same  period,  received  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  fi'om  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  his 
late  Majesty,  that  the  scale  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  "  must "  be  maintained  as  the  law  in 
Britidi  Gmiana  to  the  expiry  of  the  apprenticeship. 

By  virtue  of  the  said  order  in  council,  of  whicn  the  scale  or  schedule  already  mentioned 
was  a  clear,  integral  and  unalterable  provision,  proceeding  under  the  powers  vested  in  his 
late  Majesty  in  council  by  the  very  Act  of  Abolition,  the  parties  entitled  to  the  services  of 
slaves  in  this  colony  received  their  proportions  of  the  compensation,  and  in  conformity  with 
that  scale  so  solemnly  sanctioned,  the  allowances  have  ever  since  been  supplied  by  the 
employer  and  received  by  the  negro  without  one  instance  of  dissatis&ction  or  complaint 
witnin  the  entire  extent  of  British  Oruiana. 

In  this  situation  of  absolute  contentment  on  the  part  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  this 
colcmy,  m  reeard  to  the  quantity  of  their  povisions,  a  proclamation  was  pnnnulgated  by  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  on  the  29th  of  April  1837,  without  any  previous  notice  or  commu- 
nication whatever,  declaring  the  schedule  of  allowances,  first  published  by  Sir  Benjamin 
D'Urban  in  1833,  and  afterwards  adopted  by  his  late  Majesty  in  council,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Abolition  Act,  to  be  '' repugnant"  to  the  provisions  of  the  previous  order  of  his  late 
Maiesty  in  council  of  the  2d  of  November  1831,  and  to  be  therefore  ''of  no  force  or  effect " 
in  this  colony. 

No  notice  ^diatever  is  taken  in  this  proclamation  of  the  order  by  his  late  Majesty  in 
council  of  the  6tfi  of  November  1832,  by  which  Sir  Benjamin  D  Urban  was  not  only 
empowered,  but,  as  it  humbly  appears  to  your  memorialists,  substantially  enjoined  by  his 
late  Majesty  in  council  to  suspend  the  obnoxious  provisions  of  the  order  of  1831,  and  to 
Bubstitnte  other  regulations  in  their  room,  leaving  it  thereby  to  be  inferred  that  the  scale  of 
Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  had  been  an  utterly  unauthorized  and  gratuitous  enactment,  and  as 
such,  was  incapable  of  being  ''  recognized  as  legal  or  valid  by  any  court,  judge  or  magistrate 
within  this  colony." 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  schedule  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  the  proclamation  of  the 
29th  of  April  proceeds  to  direct,  in  all  cases  where  '*  it  may  not  be  convenient  for  the  em- 
ployer of  an  apprenticed  labourer  to  issue  the  weekly  allowance  of  70  pounds  weight  of 
plantains  to  each  labourer,  the  substitution  of  not  less  than  56  pounds  of  yams  or  potatoes, 
or  cocoas,  pr  eddoes  or  tanyahs,  or  21  pints  of  wheat-flour,  or  of  Indian  com-^neal,  or  of  rice, 
in  lien  of  plantains." 

In  so  enumerating  the  supplies  to  be  substituted  for  plantains,  this  proclamation  not  only 
distinctly  re-enacts  the  scale  contained  in  the  superseded  order  of  bis  late  Majesty  in  council 
of  2d  November  1831,  being  more  than  double  the  extent  of  such  supplies  according  to  the 
schedule  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  but  moreover  introduces  an  exoroitant  allowance  of  a 
totally  new  article  of  supply,  namely  rice,  which  was  not  referred  to  at  all  in  the  order  of 
1831. 

While  your  memorialists  re^rd  with  the  deepest  interest  the  happiness  and  comfort  of 
the  apprenticed  labourers  of  uiis  colony,  they  cannot  but  consider  the  proclamation  thus 
issued  as  a  proceeding  of  a  most  injurious  and  arbitrary  character,  negative  of  the  obvious 
import  and  enactments  of  the  laws  with  regerd  to  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  for  which 
there  is  no  apology  on  the  ground  of  any  previous  complaint  on  the  part  of  an  apprenticed 
labourer,  or  by  any  kind  of  investigation  into  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  allowances 
presently  supplied. 

154.— II.  Q  2  Your 
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r  BRITISH  GUIANA.  Your  memorialists  have  observed  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  this  colony  a  printed  commnnH 
cation  by  his  Excellency  the  Govenior,  of  date  the  29th  of  April  1837,  in  which  his  Excel- 
lency appears  no  longer  to  insist  upon  the  nullity  previously  declared  against  the  schedule  of 
Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  on  the  ground  of  its  betn^  ^'  repugnant''  to  the  scale  of  the  order  by 
bis  late  Majesty  in  council  of  1831,  and  in  which  his  Excellency  for  the  first  time,  noticing 
the  existence  of  the  remedial  order  of  1832,  has  been  pleased  to  maintain  the  legality  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  24th  of  April  1837,  upon  a  footing  totally  different  from  the  statement 
m  that  proclamation  itself. 

Bein^  well  assured  that  the  arrangements  with  reference  to  the  supplies  to  be  given  to 
apprenticed  labourers  in  British  Guiana,  after  the  passing  of  the  Abolition  Act,  are  not  only 
adequate  and  liberal  in  themselves,  but  were  intenaed  by  his  late  Majesty  in  council,  as  well 
as  by  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to  remain  unaltered  during  the  full  period  of  the  apprentice- 
ship, and  that  all  contrary  powers  of  regulatiou  previously  conferred  upon  any  Governor  or 

.  Governors  were  by  virtue  of  these«arrangements  arrested  and  annulled,  your  memorialists  are 
impelled  to  seek  the  gracious  protection  of  Your  Majesty  in  council  against  so  serious  an 
aggression,  not  only  upon  the  lawful  rights  of  individuals,  but  upon  the  happiness  and 
tranquillity  of  this  district  at  lai^e,  as  appears  to  be  contemplated  by  the  proclamation  of 

'  the  24th. of  April,  which,  by  a  following  proclamation  of  the  29th  of  that  month,  is  to  come 
into  operation  in  British  Guiana  upon  the  1st  of  November  1837. 

May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  your  most  honourable  Privy 
Council,  graciously  to  adopt  such  measures  with  regard  to  the  said  proclamation  of  the  24th 
of  April  1837,  either  by  the  immediate  disallowance  thereof  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  sufficient 
for  tne  protection  of  your  humble  memorialists  from  the  serious  peril  in  danger  of  which  they 
are  standing. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

Andrew  Ross,  James  Kirkwood,  D.  C.  Cameron  (by  his  attorney,  James  Kirkwood), 
M.  M.Thackrah,  Rodk.  Barron  Fraser,W.  Gunn,Will.  Richardson,  Geo.  Adams, 
T.  M.  Houston,  W.  Nash,  Wm.  Grant,  Wm.  Fyfe,  George  Falcons,  James  H. 
Young,  James  Paterson,  George  Hogan,  Thomas  WiUiam  (by  his  attorney, 
James  Paterson),  John  Edwards,  R.  Marshall,  John  Bethune,  J.  H.  Downei, 
John  M'Dougall,  Hy.  Hayer,  Wm.  Marshall,  John  Sharp,  J.  H.  Grrant,  J.  P. 
Alt,  T. ,  James  Gnmond,  W.  G.  Krieyez,  Wm.  Campbell,  E.  P.  Came- 
ron, M.  D.,  Robert  Robertson,  J.  Chisholm,  Thomas  Gunn,  John  Andersou, 
Patrick  Cameron,  G.  Baird,  R.  Taitt,  Wm.  Deans,  W.  Ross,  John  Murray  (by 
his  attorney,  W.  Ross),  Thomas  Ansell  (by  his  attorney,  W.  Ross),  Thomas 
€rray,  Thomas  Eraser,  Thomas  Jones  Gellivry,  James  Sutherland,  Wm.  Walker, 

D.  Chishohn,  R.  C.  Williamson,  E.  M.  Smith,  John  Williams,  D.  K.  Taylor, 
Alexander  Cameron,  Thomas  Coleman,  D.  Ross,  William  Cort,  William 
Cort,  jun.,  John  Cort,  Frederick  Cort,  Joseph  Walker  O.  Byron,  John  M'Leod, 
Donald  Campbell,  Wm.  Laing,  James  Bone,  Benjamin  Warren,  S.  Dawson, 
James  Lain^,  Geo.  Laing,  Robert  Sempee  (by  his  attorney,  Geo.  Laing), 

E.  Westmonand,  Wm.  Munro  (by  his  attorney,  Robert  Robertson),  Peter 
Heywood,  Alex.  Mcintosh,  Wm.  Menzies,  P.  N.  Mackay,  A.  Bone,  W.  Chis- 
holm, E.  Lloyd  Jones,  H.  L.  Beard,  Lambert  P.  Henery,  Wm'.  P.  Henery, 
A.  R.  Bollingsworth,  jun.^  G.  T.Tumbull  (by  his  attorney,  James  Kirkwoodf), 
Walter  Lorimer,  William  McNeil,  A.  M'Kenzie,  James  Scott,  John  A.  Forsyth, 
James  Ross,  J.  N.  Overmiiller,  Frans.  Jackson,  J.C.Cameron,  jun.,  Rob^ 
Gardner  (by  his  attorney,  Frans.  Jackson),  John  Cameron,  attorney  of  David- 
sons, Burkly  Sc  Co.,  Lordf  Reay,  Estate  of  Wm.  Alves,  deceased,0.  McDonald, 
J.  McLennan,  John  Sonnersall,  Henry  Quin,  Thomas  Rich,  Cathcart  Chal- 
mers, H.  Aynge,  James  Pym,  H.  S.  Clarke,  W.  M.  Hackney,  F.  Braithwaite, 
Robert  Boyd,  Alexander  Macpherson,  F.  Lanyeim,  G.  A.  Bender,  J.  F.  Mit- 
tleholset,  William  G.  Bootle,  H.  J.  Chalmers,  J.  Muyderman,  T.  Overeem, 
the  widow  Helmers,  Charles  Hy.  Milne,  G.  B.  M'Kenzie,  Thomas  Cormack, 
H.  M.  Nicholson,  Thomas  Kelsb,  J.  C.  S.  Noteboorn,  John  P.  Van  Rossum, 
John  Griffith,  William  M'Adam,  Duncan  M'Laren,  John  M'Cubbin,  G.  G. 
Lowenfeld,  Peter  Richirst,  sz.,  E.  Avenegh,  G.  G.  Lowenfeld,  oq.,  John 
M'Dougall,  William  Katz,  J.  S.  Lowenfeld,  George  Katz,  Est.  H.  White, 
deceased.  Minors  Jeffery,  J.  De  Vry,  Johans.  Arends,  H.d'Hantzur,  Thomas 
Edgeton,  Charles  Matheson,  P.  Ware,  Henry  E.  Stockin,  R.  Sempee  &  Co., 
attomies  of  plantation  Schepmoed,  Wm.  Campbell,  qq.,  Plant.  Albion,  Plant 
Litchfield,  Plant.  Reliance,  R.  Hart,  J.  A.  Earrault,  H.  M'Callum  (by  his 
attorney,  J.  A.  Earrault),  Wm.  Pashley  (by  his  attorney,  J.  A.  Earrault),  C%as. 
Faddy  (by  his  attorney,  J.  A.  Earrault),  Campbell  Faloon,  attorney  of  James 
Blair,  Campbell  Faloon,  attorney  of  H.  M'Calmont,  Campbell  Faloon, 
attorney  of  T.  and  W.  Earle  k  Co.,  Campbell  Faloon,  attorney  of  John  Ross, 
Campbell  Faloon,  proprietor  of  plantations  Smithson's  Place  and  Essendam, 
Lewis  Cameron,  qq.,  plantation  Union,  Lewis  Cameron,  <^q.,  plantation 
Ross ;  J.  Moore,  proprietor  of  plantation  Jacoba  Wilhelmma ;  William 
Corlett,  manager  of  plantation  Waterloo,  Philip  Oldfield,  manager,  pp. 
No.  17  &  18,  19  &  20  ;  A.  Erant,  manager  of  Hope  and  Experiment;  Wm. 
Dean,  overseer  of  Hope  and  Experiment;   P.  Nicolson,  Robert  McLaren, 

John 
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John  HoUis,  Alex.  M'Dimald,  Thomas  Fry,  George  Lancaster,  William  NUes,  'BRITM!  OUiANi. 

Hugh  Roxburgh,  manager,  Cotton  Tree,  Jas.  Ross,    Wm.  O'Donoghue,  

Charles  Keating,  Richard  Wegg,  John  Stewart,  manager  of  plantation  Blair- 
mount ;  Robt  J.  Gibson,  N. T.  Black,  Wm.  Matheson,  A.  Macleod,  G.  Crass, 
F.  G.  Carbin,  H.  M.  Nicholson,W.  v.  d.  Marck,  John  Riddock,  William  Ross, 
Thomas  Bethune,  John  J.  Dare,  James  Cormick,  R.  Nugent,  A.  Nicolson, 
C.  Franaen,  J.  Theilen,  C.  B.  Kip,  M.  V.  Kinraiers,  L.  Carbin,  qq.,  J.  J, 
D'Hannar,  M.  Lankhorst,  J.  Russel,  G.  H.  von  Waldkind,  John  ArKenzie, 
J.  Franzen,  James  Carlile,  R.  Bums,  J.  Carmichael  Jameson,  Geo.  Hewley, 
Hugh  Campbell,  J.  Wintz,  Thos.  Hutchison  (by  his  attorney,  J.  A.  Earrault), 
Rodk.  M^Kenzie,  E.  Hicks,  John  Junor  (by  bis  attorney,  E.  Hicks), 
T.  C.  H.  Moore  (by  his  attorney,  E.  Hicks). 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  120. 

Government  Secretary's  Office,       End.  fl,  in  No.  no. 
Sir,  Demerara,  28  August  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  22d  instant,  and  of  the  memorial  to  Her  Majesty  which  accompanied  it.  I  have  the 
honour  to  acquaint  you  that  this  document  will  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 
It  will  be  impossible  for  the  Governor  to  support  the  prayer  of  the  memorial,  as  his  Excel- 
lency is  perfectly  convinced  that  10  pints  ot  ground  maize  or  Indian  com  per  week,  or  the 
same  quantity  of  the  very  dirty  and  dl-cleaned  African  rice  imported  into  this  colony,  will 
not  a£(ord  sufficient  nourishment  for  a  labouring  man  for  that  period  of  time. 

The  Governor  desires  me  to  add,  that  he  was  not  aware  that  there  had  been  a  public 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  and  representatives  of  estates  of  the  district  of  Berbice,  held  in 
May  last,  at  New  Amsterdam,  upon  this  subject.  Such  a  meeting,  in  his  Excellency's 
opinion,  had  better  have  been  avoided.  As,  however,  the  proprietary  body  have  thoueht 
proper  to  assemble,  and  to  unite  in  making  a  representation  to  tne  Crown  in  favour  of  wnat 
they  erroneously  conceive  to  be  their  interest,  his  Excellency  knows  of  no  authority  to 
prevent  the  apprenticed  labourers  from  equally  addressing  themselves  to  the  Crown,  and  of 

f)raying  that  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  alluded  to  in  the  memorial,  based  alike  upon 
aw  and  upon  equity,  may  be  confirmed. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         H.  E.  F.  Young^ 
To  John  Cameron,  Esq«  €rovemment  Secretary. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Proprietors  and 
Representatives  of  Estates  in  the 
District  of  Berbice. 

(True  copy.) 
(signed)  W.  B.  Wolseley,  Assistant  Government  Secretary.  . 


—  No.  121.— 
(No.  267.) 
Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Qlenelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  11  November  1837.  No.  121. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  31st  July  last,  No.  232,  instructing  you  as  to  the  course 
of  proceeding  by  which  the  le^Jity  of  your  proclamation  of  the  24th  April 
might  be  ascertained, .  I  intimated  to  you  my  intention  of  addressing  you  in  a 
separate  communication  as  to  the  merits  of  that  measure,  as  involved  in  the 
question  whether  the  quantity  of  wheat-flour,  Indian  corn-meal  and  rice  (being 
10  pints  of  each)  allowed  weekly  to  the  apprenticed  labourer  under  Sir  B. 
D'Urban's  tariff"  of  18th  January  1833,  was  sufficient  for  his  maintenance,  or 
whether,  on  the  contrary,  that  quantity  required  to  be  augmented,  as  it  was  by 
your  proclamation,  to  21  pints  of  each  of  those  articles.  I  further  apprized  you, 
in. my  despatch  of  the  15th  September,  that  I  had  invited  the  parties  in  this 
country  who  had  complained  of  your  proclamation  to  set  forth  the  grounds  on 
which  they  maintained  the  adequacy  of  Sir  B.  D*Urban's  tariff*,  and  that  my 
instructions  to  you  on  the  subject  were  deferred  until  I  should  have  had  a  suffi- 
,  cient*opportunity  of  considering  their  several  statements,  and  forming  a  mature 
opinion  on  the  subject ;  and  1  directed  you  in  the  meanwhile  further  to  suspend 
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BRITISH  GUIANA,  tke  Operation  of  your  prodamatioii  until  my  final  instructions  should  have  reached 

3rou. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  enabled  the  better  to  appreciate  the  grounds  on 
which  my  present  opinion  has  been  formed,  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the 
Mr.  Stephen  to  Mr.  Bi*o«ri,  w  Mf.  wholc  of  the  Correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  this  de- 
Mr.  M'Garei  to  Mr.  stepbeo,  19  H^  partmeut  and  the  gentlanen  in  this  country  who  have  remonstrated 
Mr.  Stephen  to  Bir.  M'Ga»y,  4  A«g.  agaiust  your  proclamation. 
^  ^T  r  \*^^  -  -  » Aug.  jjj  approaching  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  I  have  thought 

Mr.  M*Gmrel  to  Mr.  Stephen,  15  Aw.  ..         ^    -^         ^     •   i    .       i_  r  j.      ^v.  r  ax.  • 

Mr.  Stephen  to  Mr.  Giaastone,  9  A^.       ^t  uot  immatenal  to  havc  reference  to  the  course  of  the  previous 
Mr.  Giiidrtone  to  Mr.  Stephen,  26  Aug.      mcasurcs  relating  to  it, — ^thc  ordcr  in  coimcil  of  2d  November  1831 ; 
Mr.  Fuiurton  to     ditto       11  Aug.      the  ordcr  iu  couucil  of  the  6th  November  1832  ;  Sir  B.  D'Urban's 
Mr.  stn»hen  to  Mr.  FuUarton,  26  Aug,      proclamation  of  the  18th  Jauuary  1833  ;  the  ordinance  of  the  court 
f  poUcy  of  8th  March  1834 ;  and  the  order  in  council  of  the  5th  June  1834. 
On  referring  to  these  instruments,  and  the  correspondence  connected  with  them, 
I  find  that  the  tariff"  of  food  which  was  imposed  by  the  first  of  the  orders  in 
council,  and  which  your  proclamation  would  revive,  was  the  subject  of  remon- 
strance so  soon  as  it  was  promulgated,  and  that  his  late  Majesty's  Government  of 
that  time,  being  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  admitting  alterations  in  that  tariff;  as 
well  as  in  certain  other  of  the  regulations,  passed  the  second  of  the  orders  in 
council,  in  order  that  the  Grovemor  might  be  empowered  to  make  alterations 
accordingly.     It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  second  order  that  Sir  B.  D'Urban 
issued  his  proclamation  of  the  18th  January  1833  with  a  new  tariff*,  which  was 
not  expressly  confirmed  at  the  time,  but  was,  however,  suffered  to  remain  in 
operation,  and  was  subsequently  adopted  by  Ids  Majesty  in  council,  and  inserted 
under  the  title  of  Schedule  (X.)  in  the  order  in  council  of  5th  June  1834,  passed 
few  tihte  purpose  of  confirming,  with  amendments,  the  ordinance  of  the  8th  March 
preceding,  in  aid  of  the  Abolition  Act. 

I  collect  from  the  terms  of  your  proclamation,  and  of  your  despatch.  No.  304, 
of  the  23d  April,  transmitting  it,  that  at  the  moment  of  issuing  it,  you  had  not  in 
your  recollection  the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November  1832,  although  you 
appear  to  have  adverted  to  its  being  in  existence  before  the  29th  of  April,  when 
you  suspended  the  operation  of  your  proclamation,  and  addressed  your  letter  in 
defence  of  it  to  Messrs.  M'Turk,  Fulkrton  and  Lane. 

Having  regard  to  this  course  of  the  proceedings  in  the  matter,  I  think  we  can 
hardly  look  on  the  order  in  council  of  2d  November  1831  as  necessarily  furnish- 
ing a  standard  for  present  adoption,  and  inasmuch  as  the  allowances  of  18th  of 
January  1 833  had  been  (as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  a  collation  of  your  despatches 
of  the  23d  and  29th  April  and  13th  May,  with  the  representations  of  Messrs. 
M'Turk,  Fullarton  and  Lane)  universally  acquiesced  in  by  the  negroes  for  three 
years,  without  any  complaint  of  their  insufficiency  when  duly  served  out ;  and  as 
I  was  not  apprized  of  any  representation  of  their  insufficiency  having  been  made 
on  behalf  of  the  apprentices  by  the  special  magistrates,  none  of  whom  have  been 
referred  to  by  you  in  support  of  that  view,  I  cannot  but  consider  the  tariff*  of  Sir 
B.  D'Urban,  adopted  by  his  Majesty  in  council  in  the  order  of  5th  June  1834,  as 
having  at  least  a  presumption  in  its  favour,  and  as  entitled  to  be  maintained,  until 
a  case  against  it  should  be  clearly  established  by  other  evidence  than  that  oi  &e 
order  in  council  of  2d  November  1831. 

To  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  Bahamas  allowance  of  21  pints  of  Indian  com- 
meal,  it  is  repUed,  that  in  that  colony  there  is  no  allowance  of  salt  fish,  the  corn- 
meal  being  the  only  article  of  food  provided  for  the  apprentices.  If  I  were  to 
assume  the  respective  values  of  Indian  corn-meal  and  ssdt  fish  in  the  Bahamas  to 
be  the  same  as  (according  to  the  table  enclosed  in  your  despatch  of  the  29th  April) 
they  are  in  British  Guiana,  10  pints  of  Indian  corn-meal  and  three  pounds  of  salt 
fish  would  be  by  no  means  a  money  equivalent  for  21  pints  of  Indian  com-med. 
But  I  apprehend  that  Indian  com  is  much  cheaper  in  the  Bahamas  than  in 
British  Guiana,  and  I  perceive  accordingly  that  when  rice  is  substituted  for  it  in 
the  former  colony,  14  pints  of  rice  are  given  as  an  equivalent  for  the  21  pints  of 
Indian  corn-meal,  instead  of  the  equal  quantities  which  are  given  both  by  Sir  B. 
D'Urban's  tariff  and  by  your  own.  Rice  is  an  article  more  likely  to  approach  the 
same  price  in  the  respective  colonies ;  and  if  I  compare  the  cost  of  the  allowance 
of  14  pints  of  rice  with  that  of  10  pints  of  rice  and  three  pounds  of  salt  fish, 
computing  all  at  British  Guiana  prices,  I  find  the  money  value  of  the  British 
Guiana  allowance  to  faH  short  by  only  b\  stivers  that  of  the  Bahamas,  the  one 
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amoonting  to  42  stivers  per  week,  the  other  to  36f ;  and  as  the  Bahamas  taHff  brttish  gutana. 

allows  nothing  but  farinaceotis  food  of  the  one  species  or  the  other,  I  presume  

that  the  quantity  was  not  supposed  to  be  all  consumed  by  the  negro,  but  that  a 
portion  wsts  intenckd  to  enable  him,  by  sale  or  exchange,  to  provide  himself  with 
salt  fish  (MT  other  esculents ;  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  where  the  ex- 
changeable value  of  the  artide  is  small,  a  larger  quantity  of  it  must  be  given  for 
this  purpose. 

Taking  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  I  am  inclined  very  much  to 
doubt  whether  the  Bahamas  tariff  of  Indian  corn-meal  can  be  referred  to  as  a 
standard  or  measure  by  which  to  judge  of  the  adequacy  of  Sir  B.  D'Urban^s 
tariff  for  British  Guiana,  whilst  the  tariffs  in  force  in  Trinidad  and  the 
Mauritius,  as  Messrs.  M'Garel,  King  and  Cavan  have  observed,  fall  short  of  Sir 
Benjamin  D'Urban^s. 

But  on  the  simple  practical  question,  whether  10  pints  or  21  of  any  particular 
species  of  farinaceous  food  is  required  for  the  support  of  a  male  adult  in  British 
Guiana,  it  would  have  been  more  satis&ctory  to  appeal  to  more  direct  and  prac- 
tical tests  than  those  of  one  tariff  or  another  in  force  at  different  times  in  difl^nt 
places :  it  is  a  question  which  appears  capable  of  being  solved  by  experiment 
with  sufficient  accuracy  for  all  necessary  purposes.  In  this  country,  the  experi- 
ment could  not  easily  be  tried  as  regards  Indian  corn-meal ;  but  rice  is  assumed 
by  both  proclamations  (as  I  have  already  remarked,  to  be  equivalent  to  it  in  equal 
quantities,  and  it  is  moreover  (judging  by  the  respective  imports)  much  more 
extensively  used ;  and  in  respect  to  this  article,  the  information  which  I  have 
received  would  lead  me  to  infer  that  10  pints  per  week  is  not  an  inadequate 
allowance.  If,  therefore,  I  were  compelled  at  once  to  decide  the  question  with 
the  imperfect  means  which  I  here  possess  of  bringing  it  to  a  satisfactory  test, 
i  own  that  I  should  not  feel  myself  warranted  in  advising  Her  Majesty  to  allow 
your  proclamation  to  take  effect.  On  a  subject,  however,  of  this  nature,  and  in- 
deed on  any  subject  connected  with  your  administration,  I  could  not  reconcile  it 
to  mysdf  to  overrule  your  authority  without  the  most  entire  conviction  of  the 
necessity  for  my  interference.  If,  indeed,  the  illegaUty  of  the  proclamation 
diould  be  established,  it  must  fall  to  the  ground  without  any  further  interposition. 
Assuming,  however,  for  the  present  its  legality,  I  shall  suspend  my  final  opinion 
upon  it  until  you  shall  have  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  observations 
which  I  have  now  addressed  to  you,  and  the  enclosed  documents,  and  shall  have 
consulted  the  special  magistrates  severally  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  present 
allowance.  You  will  transmit  to  me  their  respective  opinions  on  this  point,  with 
the  grounds  stated  by  themselves  on  which  their  opinions  have  been  formed.  It 
will,  however,  bd  desirable  that  it  should  not  be  publicly  known  that  such  an  in- 
quiry has  been  addressed  to  them,  as  the  knowledge  of  it  might  tend  to  excite 
complaint  and  dissatisfaction  where  none  at  present  exist,  and  thus,  among  other 
inconveniences,  to  lessen  the  value  of  the  information  which  the  past  experience 
of  the  special  magistrates  may  enable  them  to  impart.  In  the  mean  time,  you 
will  continue  the  suspension  of  your  proclamation.  I  have  not  overlooked  the 
importance  which  you  attach,  on  moral  and  political  grounds,  to  the  continuance 
or  restoration  of  the  practice  of  subsisting  the  negro  on  the  produce  of  pro- 
vision grounds  instead  of  imported  grain.  I  entirely  concur  with  you  in  this  view, 
and  I  should  regard  the  condition  of  British  Guiana  as  in  every  respect  more 
auspicious  if  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  were  such  as  to  induce  naturally,  or 
to  permit  us  to  bring  about  by  any  laws  or  regulations,  the  dependence  of  the 
negro  on  his  provision  grounds  for  some  portion  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  But 
it  is  evident  from  the  facts  which  you  have  mentioned,  that  circumstances  are 
tending  forcibly  in  a  contrary  direction,  and  I  do  not  see  that  any  method  has 
been  pointed  out  which  would  be  of  any  avail  to  counteract  them  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  apprenticeship.  You  recommend  that  after  the  1st  August 
1840,  a  piece  of  land,  together  with  sufficient  time  to  cultivate  it,  should  be  in- 
sisted on  as  the  basis  of  all  agricultural  agreements.  The  difficulty  here  is  to 
find  by  what  means  any  such  contract  could  be  made  binding,  when  it  is  the 
direct  pecuniary  interest  of  both  the  parties  to  it  to  defeat  it.  It  could  not  be 
proposed  to  employ  the  civil  power  in  compelling  freemen  to  work  on  provision 
grounds,  when  wages  are  offered  them  which  will  buy  them  more  and  better  food 
than  they  could  raise*  Nor  can  it  be  imagined  to  be  practicable  to  prevent  the 
planter  from  purchasing  the  time  and  labour  which  the  negro  is  desirous  to  sell, 
•    154.— 11.  Q4  Unless 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.  Unless,  then,  there  could  be  some  prospect  of  being  able  to  keep  up  the  sy8(tem  of 

provision  grounds  after  the  1st  August  1840,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  force 

its  continuance  during  the  intermediate  time,  when  it  is  comparatively  unim- 
portant ;  nor  do  I  thmk  that  even  were  it  more  important,  the  means  of  forcmg 
it,  by  an  alteration  of  the  tariff,  could  be  justified  as  such,  if  they  fisdl  of  justifica- 
tion on  the  ground  of  inadequacy  in  the  tariff  as  it  exists. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  121. 


End.  1,  in  No.  121.  Gentlemen,  Downing-street,  12  July  1837. 

Adverting  to  what  passed  at  the  interview  which  you  held  wiUi  Lord  Glenelg  at  this 
office  on  the  10th  instant,  his  Lordship  directs  me  to  request  that,  to  prevent  any  misappre- 
hension on  a  subject  of  no  ordinary  importance,  you  would  conmiunicate  to  him  a  written 
statement  of  the  fitcts  which  you  then  brought  under  his  notice  relative  to  the  administration 
of  the  Government  of  British  Ghiiana. 

I  have,  &c. 
Messrs.  Cavan,  M'Garel  and  King.  ^  (signed)        J.  Stephen, 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  121. 


End. «,  in  No.  121.  My  Lord,  14,  Wimpole-street,  19  July  1837. 

Wb  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Stephen  s  letter,  conveying  to  us  your 
Lordship's  request  that,  to  prevent  any  misapprehension  on  a  subject  of  no  ordinary  import- 
ance, we  should  communicate  to  your  Lordship  a  written  statement  of  the  facts  which  we 
had  brought  under  your  Lordship  s  notice  relative  to  the  administration  of  the  govemmeDt 
of  British  Guiana,  at  the  interview  with  which  we  were  honoured  on  the  10th  instant. 

In  compliance  with  this  reouest,  we  have  now  the  honour  to  state,  that  the  facts  with 
respect  to  the  proclamation  ot  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana  of  the  24th  April  last,  by 
which  his  Excellency  increased  the  allowances  of  provisions  to  the  apprentices  in  lieu  ^ 
plantains  more  than  twofold  what  they  are  now  as  established  by  law,  are  as  follows : 

1st.  The  present  allowances  were  fixed  by  Sir  Bei^amin  D'Urban,  after  a  patient  inquiry 
in  the  colony,  and  were  formally  made  law  by  order  in  council  dated  5th  June  1834,  do 
doubt  after  due  consideration. 

2d.  The  present  allowances  have  been  found  to  be  proper  and  sufficient  for  the  healthy 
maintenance  of  the  apprentices.  That  this  must  be  the  case  is  evident  by  the  state  of  health 
of  the  colony,  and,  as  we  are  informed  and  believe,  by  the  absence  of  complaints  by  the 
apprentices  of  the  allowances  being  inadequate.  The  many  frivolous  complaints  on  other 
subjects  which  have  been  made  by  them  proves  that  they  are  sufficiently  prone  to  complaia 
where  there  is  any  shadow  of  excuse  for  aoing  so  ;  and,  in  a  case  of  insufficient  food,  there 
would  not  have  been  a  solitary  or  occasional  complaint,  but  an  universal  clamour  and 
outcry. 

3d.  The  Governor,  in  his  proclamation  of  24th  April,  does  not  declare  that  the  altera- 
tion is  founded  upon  inquiry  with  or  vrithout  a  complaint,  but  merely  that  the  schedule 
settled  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  is  different  from  one  in  an  order  in  councfl  of  1831,  not. 
adverting  to  the  fact  of  its  baring  been  made  law  by  the  order  in  council  of  5th  June  1834. 

4th.  llie  Governor,  in  a  Government  notice  accompanying  his  proclamation  of  29th  AprQ, 
admits  that  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  was  authorized,  by  order  in  council,  to  issue  a  schedule, 
though  his  Excellency  enters  into  a  laboured  defence  of  his  first  proclamation. 

5th.  The  Governor,'  on  the  29th  of  April,  suspends  his  first  proclamation  for  six  months,  on 
the  representation  made  to  him  that  there  was  not  in  the  colony  a  sufficient  stock  of 
fiurinaceous  food  to  enable  the  planters  to  issue  the  new  allowances,  and  that  the  present 
allov^nce  is  abundant. 

It  is  thus  evident  (granting  the  assumption  of  there  beinj^  a  deficient  supply)  that  the 
Governor  could  not  consider  the  increased  allowances  essential  to  the  health  of  the  people, 
for  importations  could  have  been  obtained  in  much  less  time  than  six  months ;  and  if  the 
old  allowances  be  only  one-half  of  what  is  proper,  the  delay  would  be  totally  unjustifiable. 
The  effect  of  such  proceedings  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  must  be  inost  injmious  to  the 
tranquillity  of  the  colony,  and  the  dissatisfaction  and  discontent  must  prevent  all  those 
arrangements  which  it  is  so  necessary  to  consider  and  prepare  in  anticipation  of  the  final 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  society  which  will  take  place  so  soon  as  1840. 

With  respect  to  the  subject  matter  of  those  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  for- 
merly made,  and  which  were  alluded  to  at  the  conference,  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  your 
Lordship  vrith  any  fresh  statement  of  facts.  The  memorials  and  documents  are  no  doubt  to  be 
found  in  the  records  of  the  Colonial  Office ;  but  we  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  respectfully  to  state 
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to  your  Lonkhip,  that  no  answer  to  those  complaints  has  ever  been  made,  calculated  to  BRmsH  GUtAllA* 

change  the  opinion  which  we  sincerely  entertain,  that  the  complaints  made  by  the  inhabitants  

and  other  proprietors  of  the  colony,  of  the  conduct  of  the  Oovemor  in  so  many  instances, 
are  founded  on  truth  and  reason. 

Hoping  that  your  Lordship  will  gi?e  the  subject  matter  of  this  communicatioD  your 
serious  consideration, 

We  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Charles  HP GareL 
WiUiam  King. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c.  .  James  CotMut. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  121. 


Gentlemen,  Downing-street,  4  August  1837,       Each  3,  in  No,  isi* 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  ult. 
On  a  All!  consideration  of  the  subject  to  which  you  have  in  this  letter,  and  in  your  previous 
interview  with  Lord  Glenelg,  called  his  attention,  his  Lordship  desires  to  observe,  that  the 
chaises  which  you  prefer  against  the  administration  of  the  government  of  British  Gruiana 
by  Sir  James  Cfarmichael  Smyth,  relate  either  to  the  conduct  of  that  officer  in  reference  to 
his  recent  proclamations  respecting  the  food  of  the  apprenticed  labourers,  or  to  matters 
which  had  formerly  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  his  Lordship  or  his  predecessors  in 
office. 

For  your  information,  with  regard  to  the  first  of  these  topics,  Lord  Glenelg  directs  me  to 
transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  addressed  to 
the  Govi^mor.  With  regard  to  the  other  complaints  of  which  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth's 
administration  has  at  various  times  been  the  object,  Lord  Glenelg  finds  that  they  have  each, 
in  turn,  been  investigated  and  disposed  of,  and  must  now  be  considered  as  set  at  rest.  To 
this  general  remark,  an  exception  is  to  be  made,  in  the  case  of  certain  proceedings  which 
appear  to  have  occurred  in  the  last  ordinary  session  of  the  court  of  policy,  and  in  which  the 
combined  court  of  policy  and  of  financial  representatives  was  ultimately  engaged.  On 
(this  head,  his  Lordship  has  directed  the  Governor  to  supply  additional  information,  and, 
imitil  it  shall  have  arriveid,  must  suspend  his  opinion. 

I  have,  &c. 
Messrs.  M'Garel,  King  and  Cavan^  (signed)        James  Stephen. 


Enclo$ure  4,  in  No.  121. 


Gentlemen^  Downing-street,  9  August  1837.      End.  4,  in  No.  121. 

With  reference  to  my  letti^  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  the  proclamation  which  had 
been  issued  by  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  on  the  subject  of  the  allowance  of  food  to 
the  apprenticed  labourers,  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acquaint  you,  that  as  his  Lord- 
ship would  he  desirous  of  receiving  apd  of  afibrding  due  consideration  to  the  statements 
which  may  be  made  to  him  ii^  proof  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  allowance  of  farinaceous  food, 
which  the  proclamation  of  the  former  Governor,  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  required  to  be 
ynade  to  the  negroes,  his  Lordship  would  feel  obliged  if  you  would  inform  him  whether  your 
letter  of  the  1 9th  ult.  is  to  be  considered  as  comprismg  all  the  observations  which  you 
propose  to  make  to  his  lordship  on  this  topic. 

I  am,  &c. 

Messrs.  M'Garel,  Ij^ng  and  Cavai^.  (signed)        Jannu  Stephen. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  121. 


My  Lord,  14,  Wimpole-street,  15  August  1837. 

Wjs  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordship's  communication  of  the  9th  instant, 
inviting  further  information  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  allowance  of  farinaceous  food  now 
unfortunately  brought  forward  by  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth  as  a  topic  of  discussion  and  ill- 
feeling  between  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  British  Guiana  and  their  employers,  after 
having  been  finally  fixed  throughout  all  Her  Majesty's  colonies  previously  to  the  adjudica* 
tion  and  payment  of  their  respective  awards  of  compensation. 

In  support  of  our  opinions,  we  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  an- 
nexed observations  which  have  occurred  to  us  on  examining  the  schedules  of  allowances 
by  orders  in  council  in  the  islands  of  Trinidad  and  the  Mauritius,  and  by  colonial  enact* 
inents  in  Barbados  and  the  Bahamas ;  and  we  trust  that  these  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
your  Lordship  of  the  erroneous  opinions  entertained  by  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth,  and  at  least 
to  induce  your  Lordship  to  direct  that  further  opportunity  and  more  time  may  be  afforded  to 
bring  additional  evidence,  if  additional  evidence  be  deemed  necessary. 

As  to  the  general  complaints  against  Sir  C.  Smyth's  administration,  which  your  Lordship, 
in  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  is  pleased  to  declare  to  be  considered  as  set  at  rest,  we  must 
continue  to  lament  that,  if  such  has  been  the  case,  so  little  satisfaction  has  been  derived  fi-om 
the  settlement 
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^KITISU  GUIANA.      We  would  presume,  also,  to  call  your  Lordship's  atterition  to  the  misconception  which  hafc 

arisen  in  yonr  Lordship's  despatch,  No*  232,  to  Sir  Carmichael  Smyth,  as  to  opposite  view0 

,  ^en  by  Messrs.  MTurk,  Fullarton  and  Lane  and  ourselves,  respecting  the  adequacy  of 
the  allowances ;  but  having  been  informed  by  Mr.  Fullarton,  who  nas  recently  arrived  from 
British  Guiana,  that  he  has  addressed  your  Lordship  in  explanation,  we  merely  notice  the 
circumstance  as  being  consonant  with  our  own  impressions. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  respectfully  reiterate  the  expression  of  our  opinions  as  to  the  ade- 
quacy of  the  allowances  of  food  in  British  Guiana ;  and  we  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that 
when  coupled  with  the  knowledge  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  preedial  apprenticed  labourers  in 
British  Guiana  have  allotments  of  provision  grounds,  and  that  they  now  receive  the  s9me 
allowances  of  food  for  45  hours,  as  they  did  when  their  employers  were  entitled  to  60 
hours  of  their  labour,  the  justice  of  our  observations  must  be  apparent  to  every  impartial 
})erson ;  and  we  cannot  but  deem  it  most  impolitic  in  the  Governor  to  have  opened  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sufficiency  of  a  quantity  of  food,  already  deemed  sufficient  by  law,  and  found  to 
be  so  for  upwards  of  three  years,  when  in  three  years  more  the  whole  system  will  be  entirely 
•  changed  ;  thus  causing  great  excitement  during  a  period  when  a  contrary  feeling  would  be  so 

desirable. 
We  beg  to  apologize  for  thus  trespassing  on  your  Lordship's  time ;  and  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Charles  M^GareL 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  William  King. 

&c.  &c.  &c.  James  Cavan. 

P.  S. — If  your  Lordship  should,  from  what  has  been  stated,  deem  it  right  to  wait  for  further 
information  from  the  colony  on  this  matter,  we  would  take  the  liberty  to  remind  your  Lord- 
ship that  in  such  case  it  would  be  indispensable  to  direct  at  once  a  further  suspension  of  th^ 
order,  which  would  otherwise  come  into  operation  on  the  1st  November,  for  it  would  be  im- 
possible that  an  order  from  hence,  in  consequence  of  any  reply  from  the  colony  to  commu- 
hications  yet  to  be  sent  out,  could  reach  the  colony  till  some  time  after  that  period. 


Observations. 

It  appears,  in  reference  to  the  order  in  council  for  the  island  of  Trinidad,  regulating  th^ 
allowance  of  food  for  the  apprenticed  labourers,  so  as  to  entitle  the  proprietors  to  receiv? 
their  compensation  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  that  six  pints 
of  wheaten  or  rye  flour,  or  rice,  or  nine  pints  corn-meal,  with  three  pounds  and  a  half  oi  cod 
or  salt  fish,  were  set  down  as  a  weekly  allowance  for  adult  apprenticed  labourers.  On  re- 
ference to  the  order  in  council  for  the  island  of  Mauritius  on  the  same  subject,  it  appears 
that  the  same  scale  or  allowance  of  food  which  was  considered  adequate  for  the  island  of 
Trinidad  had  been  precisely  adopted  for  the  Mauritius. 

In  both  these  instances,  the  quantity  specified  as  an  allowance  is  less  than  the  aUowance 
fixed  for  British  Guiana  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  and  now  represented  by  Sir  Carmichael 
Smyth  as  insufficient ;  and  in  the  articles  of  rye,  flour  and  rice,  which  last  is  of  greater  couf 
sumption  than  any  other  farinaceous  food  when  plantains  become  scarce,  the  difference  in 
favour  of  British  Guiana  amounts  to  four-tenths  of  the  weekly  allowance ;  whilst  in  th6 
article  of  salted  or  cod  fish  there  is  a  trifling  diflFerence  of  one-seventh  in  favour  of  Trinidad 
and  the  Mauritius. 

In  the  island  of  Barbados  the  allowance  of  com  is  the  same  as  in  British  Guiana ;  but  tli6 
weekly  allowance  of  salted  or  cod  fish  is  one-third  less  than  that  of  British  Guiana. 

In  Uie  Bahamas,  a  weekly  allowance  of  16  pints  of  com,  which  the  labourer  has  to  grind, 
and  which  makes  about  21  pints  of  coarse  unsifted  meal,  stands  in  lieu  of  fish  and  eveiy 
other  allowance  of  food ;  but  when  rice  is  resorted  to,  then  seven  quarts  or  14  pints  is  deemed 
a  sufficient  allowance,  without  any  other  article  whatever. 

And  here  some  comment  may  be  permitted  on  the  apparently  disingenuous  statement  of 
Sir  Carmichael  Smyth,  who  draws  an  unfavourable  comparison  betiyeen  the  scale  of  allow- 
ance in  the  Bahamas  and  British  Guiana,  and  directs  in  his  proclamation  of  24th  April 
last,  that  21  pints  of  rice  and  three  pounds  of  salt  fish  should  be  taken  as  a  weekly  allowance 
for  the  labourers  in  British  Guiana,  when  it  must  have  been  in  his  Excellency's  knowledge 
that  14  pints  of  rice  formed  the  only  allowance  of  food  without  fish  or  any  other  article 
whatever,  when  rice  was  resorted  to  as  an  allowance  in  the  Bahamas. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  121. 

End.  6,  in  No.  121.  Sir,  Downinff-street,  9  August  1837* 

With  reference  to  the  conversation  which  Lord  Glenelg  had  the  pleasure  of  holding 
with  you,  on  the  subject  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana^ 
Inspecting  the  allowance  of  food  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  that  colony,  I  am  desired 
by  his  Lordship  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  would  be  happy  to  receive  and  to  consider  any 
further  statement  whicn  you  may  wish  to  make  in  proof  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  allow-^ 
ance  of  farinaceous  food  which  was  required  to  be  made  to  the  negroes  by  the  former 
proclamation  of  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban. 

I  have,  &c. 
J.  Gladstone,  Esq.  (signed)  James  Stephen. 
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f;nclosure7,  inNo.  12L  brihsh  guianA. 

.    Sir,  Faraue  by  Fettercairn,  26  August  1837.       Eiicl.  ^,inNo.  i3i. 

Your  favour  of  the  9th  instant  has  been  forwarded  to  me,  but,  owing  to  absence  from 
feome,  I  have  been  prevented  from  both  acknowledging  and  replying  to  it  at  an  .earlier 
period. 

With  reference  to  the  communication  I  had  the  honour  of  making  to  Lord  Glenelg,  on 
the  subject  of  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth's  late  proclamation  for  increasing  the  quantity  of  farina* 
ceous  food  previously  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  the  colony  of 
British  Guiana,  I  then  stated  to  his  Lordship  tlie  facts  and  material  points  that  were 
iconnected  with  the  question,  but  as  this  was  done  verbally,  I  shall  now  repeat  |;hem  in 
writing. 

When  there  is  a  want  of  plantains,  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  confirmed  the  allow- 
ances required  by  Sir  B.  D'Urban's  proclamation  issued  under  the  authority  of  an  ordef 
in  council,  requires  that  10  pints  of  wheat-flour,  Indian  corn-meal  or  nee,  shall  be 
weekly  supplied  for  the  use  of  each  apprentice ;  of  these,  rice  is  considered  the  most 
nutritious,  and  therefore  in  such  cases  preferred.     A  pint  of  rice  weighs  from  14   to    16  * 

ounces,  according  to  the  quality;  at  14§,  the  10  pints  are  equal  to  nine  pounds;  when 
boiled  it  increases  from  four  to  fivefold  in  weight,  and  therefore  nine  pounds  in  that 
state  may  be  taken  at  an  average  of  40,  or  nearly  six  pounds  of  boiled  nee  per  diem  for 
each  apprentice.  I  have  been  informed  that  this  quantity  is  more  than  they,  generally 
can  or  do  consume ;  and  in  evidence  of  the  fact,  it  is  well  known  that  many  carry  their 
surplus  rice  to  the  market  and  sell  it  there ;  in  addition  to  this  food,  each  apprentice  is 
allowed  three  pounds  of  dried  salted  cod  fish  weekly,  which  is  also  more  than  they  generally 
consume ;  they  have  also  the  power  of  fishing  in  the  canals,  where  I  understand  fresh  fish 
are  abundant ;  they  are  each  allowed  to  cultivate  as  much  land  as  they  think  proper,  and  to 
consume  and  sell  the  produce ;  they  are  left  at  liberty  to  select  the  best  on  the  estate  tQ 
which  they  happen  to  belong,  and  sell  the  stock  and  ground  provisions  which  they  do  not 
consume. 

To  increase  these  allowances  would,  I  apprehend,  not  only  be  attended  with  the  most 
mjurious  consequences  to  the  planters,  but  were  they  to  be  extended  to  the  excessive  quan- 
tities, it  \yould  be  ruinous  to  many,  without  any  adequate  object  being  gained,  as  it  would 
only  extend  the  supply,  which  is  already  proved  to  be  most  ample,  but  it  would  produce  tliQ 
most  injurious  consequences  on  the  conduct  of  the  apprentices  in  tlie  wasteful  use  of  food, 
which  they  could  not  individually  consume  ;  in  evidence  of  this  fact,  I  would  refer  to  the  law 
and  practice  in  the  other  conquered  colonies,  particularly  Trinidad  and  the  Mauritius,  where 
I  think  the  allowance  weekly  for  each  apprentice  is  only  six  pints,  in  place  of  ten,  without 
bein^  made  a  subject  of  complaint,  as  tar  as  my  knowledge  or  information  extends,  and 
I  think  that  rice  only  is  used  for  food  by  the  apprentices  in  the  Mauritius,  of  all  whiqh 
you,  as  well  as  Lorcl  Glenelg,  are  no  doubt  aware.  In  the  Bahamas,  the  weekly  allow* 
ance  is,  I  believe,  21  pints  of  Indian  com,  not  meal,  where  the  apprentice  must  grincl 
it  for  himself,  without  any  allowance  of  salt  fish  or  other  food,  or  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing it. 

For  these  reasons,  I  trust  my  Lord  Glenelg  will  be  satisfied  that  the  legal  provision  fo|- 
the  apprentice's  food,  as  stated  by  the  late  Governor  Sir  B,  D'Urban's  proclamation  in 
1833,  and  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1834,  is  most  ample  under  the  system 
existing  in  British  Guiaqa.  If  his  Lordship  should  desire  any  further  infprmation  that 
it  is  in  my  power  to  supply,  J  shall  be  happy  and  ready  to  do  so, 

I  have,  &c. 
James  Stephen,  Esq.  &c.  &c,  &c.  (signed)  John  Gladstone, 


Enclosure  8,  in  No.  121. 


7,  Hanover-street,  Hanover-square,       Encl.8,  inNo.  I2i- 
My  Lord,  11  August  1837. 

On  my  arrival  from  Demerara  within  these  few  days,  Messrs.  M'Garel,  King  and  Cavan 
put  into  my  hands  a  copy  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  to  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  with  which  they  had  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Stephen,  Under-secretary  of 
State.  In  that  despatch  I  find  the  following  paragraph  :  "  The  only  question  controverted 
between  yourself  on  the  one  hand,  and  Messrs.  M*Turk,  Fullarton  and  Lane  on  the  other,  is 
the  lawfiilness  of  your  proclamation  of  the  24th  April.  In  their  very  elaborate  statement 
of  the  10th  May,  those  gentlemen  have  not  attempted  to  maintain  that  the  allowances  of 
flour  and  rice  provided  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban's  proclamation  are  really  adequate  to  the 
paaintenance  of  the  labourer,  and  from  their  silence  on  this  head  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
they  regarded  the  opinion  of  the  Lieutenant-governor  as  incontrovertible.' 

As  I  am  the  Mr.  Fullarton  alluded  to,  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  permit  me  to  ofier  a  few 
words  in  explanation. 

The  first  head  of  the  document  of  the  10th  May  commences  thus  : — 
'  *^  Your  Excellency  has  stated  that  the  allowance  of  plantains  and  of  salt  fish  now  sup- 
plied, to  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  British  Guiana  is  ample,  and  that  no  friend  of  such, 
labourers  can  desire  to  see  this  allowance  augmented.  In  the  propriety  of  this  opinion  we 
most  humbly  and  heartily  concur.  If,  however,  it  be  meant  by  your  Excellency  that  any^ 
inference  is  in  eon^quence  to  arise  mifavourable  to  the  equal  sufficiency  of  the  other  provi- 
154. — 11.  11  2  sions 
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3BynsH  GUIANA*  sions  which  may  now  by  law  be  delivered  in  the  lieu  of  plantams,  we  are  satisfied  UmbA 
—  such  inference  would  be  entirely  erroneous/* 

I  humbly  conceive  that  the  fair  interpretation  of  these  passages  is,  that  it  was  the  optnioii 
of  the  writers  that  the  allowances  of  nour  and  rice  were  not  merely  *'  adeciuate/'  but  that 
they  were  "ample,"  not  less  in  "  sufficiency  "  than  the  allowance  of  plantains.  That  sttcb 
was  the  opinion  is  made  manifest  by  the  declaration  that  a  solitar]^  instance  of  complaint 
by  slave  or  apprentice  was  imknown  "  within  the  wide  extent  of  British  Guiana."  But  had 
these  or  similar  indications  of  opinion  been  wanting,  I  should  deny  the  justice  of  the  in- 
ference drawn  from  silence ;  I  should  venture  to  maintain  that  the  opposition  offered  to  the 
increase  was  of  itself.  '^  incontrovertible  "  evidence  of  the  opinion  that  the  allowances  wer^ 
adequate ;  had  it  been  otherwise,  I  can  solemnljr  declare  for  myself,  and  I  am  safe  in 
declaring  for  the  gentiemen  with  whom  I  was  associated,  that  no  question  would  have  been 
raised  on  the  legality  of  the  increase.  The  legal  ground  was  only  taken  as  a  defence  against 
what  was  consideredf  an  unjust  and  oppressive  measure. 

Having  disposed  of  the  misconception  which  gave  rise  to  my  addressing  your  Lordship, 
I  trust  that  the  part  I  took  in  the  proceedings  in  the  colony  will  be  thought  to  justify  my 
venturing  to  offer  some  observations  on  the  course  pointed  out  to  the  Governor  as  expedient 
to  be  pursued. 

As  a  proprietor^  I  do  not  profess  to  be  qualified  to  judge,  and  far  less  to  discuss,  leeal 
niceties ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  power  assumed  by  the  Governor  is  destructive  of  uie 
rights  secured  to  tne  apprentices  by  the  Abolition  Act.  If  it  be  competent  to  the  Governor 
to  increase,  it  is  equally  competent  to  him  to  diminish  the  allowances.  Had  the  power 
been  exercised  in  diminution,  the  apprentices  would  have  been  entiUed  to  deny  the  author 
rity,  not  only  under  the  11th  section  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  but  also  under  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  framer  of  that  Act,  Lord  Stanley,  who,  in  his  despatch  to  the  Governor, 
No.  90,  dated  24th  May  1834,  says  that  the  "  schedules"  of  food  in  operation  on  the  passing 
of  the  Act  must  continue  in  force  during  the  apprenticeship.  This  deliberate  and  clear 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  left  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  the  planters  but  that  the 
Abolition  Act  imposed  the  '^  schedule"  during  the  existence  of  the  apprenticeship,  and  all 
transactions  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  have  been  founded  on  that  belief.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  an  overruling  necessity  may  not  arise  for  the  temporary  substitu- 
tion of  food  not  mentioned  in  the  schedule ;  but  to  men  of  common  understandmg  in  the 
ccdony,  it  did  appear  that  of  the  food  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  the  Act  of  Parliament 
and  Lord  Stanley's  explanation  alike  deprived  the  Governor  of  all  authority  under  any 
previous  order  in  council. 

This  question  of  right,  however,  I  wish  to  dismiss,  and  to  impress  on  your  Lordship  thai 
its  settiement  will  not  close  up  the  wound  that  has  been  opened ;  and  I  must  be  permitted 
to  deplore  that  your  Lordship  s  instructions  to  the  Governor  should  make  the  subject  one 
of  legal  discussion, — indeed  narrow  it  to  that.  Such  discussion,  however  it  may  termi- 
nate, must  be  attended  with  injurious  consequences.  It  will  present  the  unseemly  spectacle 
of  masters  resorting  to  legal  technicallity  to  deprive  those  under  them  of  food ;  to  the 
apprentices,  it  will  exhibit  the  Governor  as  their  friend  contending  against  their  enemies,  and 
the  decision  will  be  received  as  a  party  triumph,  and  this  great  evil  will  leave  the  most 
miportant  question  untouched,  namely,  whether  the  allowances  in  the  schedule  are  or  are 
not  sufficient.  Taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  implore  your  Lordship  to  reconsider  the 
despatch  of  the  31st  July.  Of  all  the  complaints  brought  i^inst  the  planters  in  British 
Gi^iana  by  their  enemies,  1  believe  a  desire  to  withhold  necessaiy  food  nas  not  been  in  the 
number ;  indeed  it  is  notorious  tt^t  the  allowances  have  been  framed  on  a  scale  of  liberaUty 
which  may  challenge  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  colony. 

I  have  to  claim  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  circumstance,  that  the  Governor's  pro- 
clamation is  only  suspended  to  the  Ist  November,  a  period,  not  of  four,  but  of  tniee 
months :  may  I  hope  that  he  will  be  instructed  to  suspend  it  indefinitely  ? 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Gavin  FuUartatu 


Enclosure  9,  in  No.  121. 


End.  9,  iu  No.  1 2 1.  Sir,  Downing-street,  25  August  1837* 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  iiMteitt» 
ex{)lanatory  of  your  opinions  in  regard  to  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  Governor  of  British 
Guiana  for  increasing  the  allowance  of  provisions  to  the  i^^prenticed  labourers  in  thai 
colony. 

His  Lordship  is  glad  to  have  been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  correcting  any  wrong 
impression  which  he  may  have  entertained  r^arding  your  views  on  the  subjeet.  He  finds 
that  you  do  not,  as  he  had  inferred,  acquiesce  in  the  judgment  of  Sir  J*  C.  Smytii,  bmt  diat 
you  consider  the  farinaceous  food  allowed  by  Sir  B.  D'Urban's  proclamati(m  as  adequate  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  apprenticed  labourers.  Lord  Glenelg  would  be  happy  to  be  wpciKd 
of  the  grounds  on  which  that  opinion  rests,  and  would  especially  invite  your  intention  to 
a  comparison  between  the  amount  of  those  allowances,  and  the  provisions  allowed  by  law 
for  the  maintenance  of  negroes  in  the  Bahama  Islands  and  in  the  gaols  of  Jamaica,  and 
those  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  inmates  of  workhouses  and  of  the  public  gaols  in 
this  country,  and  the  rations  allowed  to  Her  Majesty's  navy  and  army  when  on  actual 

service. 
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8em<;e.    If  there  be  any  other  standard  of  comparison  to  which  you  may  be  of  opinion  that  BRtTlSH  GUIAMA. 
reference  can  be  more  justly  and  accurately  made.  Lord  Glenelg  would  be  happy  to  be  — — 

informed  of  die  result  of  such  comparison.    Until  he  shall  be  in  receipt  of  that  inibrmatio% 
Ua  Lordship  will  not  be  able  to  advert  to  the  recommendation  with  which  your  letter 

^^^^^^-  Ihave,  &c. 

(signed)        Jomei  &epheH. 

—  No.  122.— 
(No.  378.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  II  September  1837.  jj^^  j^^ 

With  reference  to  the  despatch  of  yom'  Lordship  dated  the  31st  July,  No.  232, 
I  beg  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  opinion  of  Uie  Attorney-general  relative  to 
the  mode  of  proceeding  as  suggested  by  your  Lordship,  in  order  to  bring  the 
question  of  the  legality  of  my  proclamation  of  the  24th  April  1837  before  the 
supreme  court  of  civil  justice  in  this  colony.  I  beg  respectfully  to  state,  that  I 
most  completely  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-general ;  and  I  am  induced, 
consequently,  to  express  my  hope  that  your  Lordship  will  deem  it  advisable  that 
my  proclamation  of  the  24th  April  1837  shall  be  confirmed  and  approved  of, 
according  to  the  117th  section  of  the  order  in  council  of  the  2d  November  1831, 
by  Her  Majesty  in  Council.  It  is  very  true  that,  by  the  same  section,  my  pro- 
clamation is  to  be  considered  as  having  the  force  of  law  until  disallowed  by  the 
Crown.  A  proclamation,  however,  which  has  only  not  been  disallowed,  and  one 
which  has  been  confirmed  and  approved  of  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  I  need 
hardly  observe  to  your  Lordship  (although,  strictly  speaJdng,  equally  legal 
instruments),  yet  will  not  be  so  viewed  or  considered  by  the  inhabitants  in  general. 
The  proclamation  in  question,  if  confirmed  and  approved  of  by  Her  Majesty  in 
Council,  will  be  all  but  impUcitly  obeyed.  If  only  not  disallowed,  it  will  be 
opposed  by  every  legal  subtlety. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  /.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  in  No.  122. 


Sir,  Demerara,  9  September  1837.       End.  in  No.  las. 

I  HAVE  read  with  attention  the  despatch  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  dated  the  dlst  July  1837,  handed  to  me  by  command  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  in  which  Lord  Glenelg,  referring  particularly  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
24tb  April  last,  issued  here,  relative  to  the  food  of  the  apprenticed  labourers,  expresses  his 
opinion  that  the  question  of  the  lenity  of  that  proclamation  should  be  brought  before  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  civil  justice  for  their  decision. 

Ine  proclamation  itself  is  at  present  suspended,  and  will  remain  suspended  until  the 
1st  day  of  November  next,  and  if  1  could  bring  this  question  before  tne  court  of  civil 
justice  in  the  way  suggested  by  his  Lordship,  considerable  delay  would  inevitably  ensue,  as 
I  could  not  do  so  until  subsequently  to  the  period  when  the  proclamation  would  come  into 
operation ;  and  as  the  case  would  then  go  through  the  ordinary  roll  process  of  our  court, 
wnich  his  Lordship  is  perhaps  aware  is  a  very  dilatory  process,  a  decision  of  the  court  upon 
the  question  could  not  be  hoped  for  for  many  months.  I,  however,  could  originate  no  suit 
which  would  bring  this  question  to  adjudication  before  the  supreme  court,  as  that  tribunal 
tries  questions  of  property  from  20  L  sterling  and  upwards,  and  any  case  which  would  arise 
under  the  proclamation  would  be  simply  a  question  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  food  suf^ed 
to  the  apprenticed  labourer,  and  that  point  would  come  heSore  and  be  decided  by  the  special 
justice  of  the  district. 

If  the  special  justice  enforces  the  scale  of  provisions  fixed  by  the  prodamation  of  the 
24th  of  April  1837  (as  he  will  feel  it  his  duty  to  do  Bfter  the  1st  November),  there  can  be 
no  doubt  (as  his  Lordship  seems  to  anticipate)  that  the  decision  of  the  special  justice  will  be 
resisted,  and  that  an  action  will  be  brought  against  him  either  for  false  imprisonment  or 
for  restitution  of  any  penalties  which  he  may  impose,  and  which  the  party  convicted  may 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  for  refusing  to  supply  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  the  provisions 
required  by  the  proclamation,  and  when  such  a  case  occurs,  I  shall  be  called  upon  to  under- 
take the  defence  o£  the  special  justice,  tmd  to  support  the  proclamation,  and  (in  this  way) 
the  question  which  his  Lordship  wishes  to  be  brought  before  the  judges  will  come  before 
them  for  decision.  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        William  Furlonge,  Attomey-generaL 

To  the  Hon.  Henry  Fox  Young, 


Government  Secretary. 
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—  No.  123.— 


(No.  268.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

No.  123.  Sir,  Downing-street,  15  November  1837- 

Since  I  addressed  to  you  my  despatch,  No.  267,  of  the  Hth  inst.,  I  have 
received  your  despatch,  No.  378,  of  the  11th  September,  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-general  of  British  Guiana  relative  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  which  I 
had  suggested  with  a  view  to  decide  the  question  of  the  legality  of  your  p^*ocla- 
ination  of  the  24th  April  last.  The  reasons  alleged  by  the  Attorney-general  agains^ 
the  course  which  I  had  suggested  appear  to  be  conclusive  ;  and,  although  I  regret 
that  no  judicial  solution  of  this  question  can  be  obtained  imtil  after  my  ultimate 
decision  as  to  bringing  the  proclamation  into  operation  has  been  formed,  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  escape  from  this  difficulty.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
have  only  to  express  my  hope  that  you  will  be  able,  at  an  early  period,  to  transmit 
to  me  the  information  which  I  have  asked  for  in  my  despatch  of  the  11th  inst. 
On  the  receipt  of  that  information,  my  final  instructions  will  be  given  with  as 
.little  delay  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time,  the  proclamation  will  continue 
suspended. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Glenelg. 


—No.  124.— 
(No.  391.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg, 

No.  124.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  25  October  1837. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  upon  the  29th  April,  in  my 
despatch.  No.  310,  that  I  had  suspended  for  a  period  of  six  months  the  operation 
of  the  enactments  promulgated  in  my  proclamation  of  the  24th  April  1837, 
relative  to  the  additional  quantities  of  rice  or  of  corn-meal  required  to  be  issued 
to  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  this  colony,  whenever  those  articles  of  food  are 
served  out  in  lieu  of  plantains,  beyond  the  allowance  directed  in  the  proclamation 
published  by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban  upon  the  18th  January  1833. 

The  period  of  the  suspension  of  the  regulations  contained  in  my  proclamation 
as  aforesaid  will  cease  in  a  few  days ;  and  it  has  consequently  become  imperative 
upon  me  either  to  be  prepared  to  enforce  the  enactments  alluded  to,  or  to  continue 
their  suspension.  In  my  despatch  of  the  1 1th  September,  No.  378,  I  have  had 
the  l^onour  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  the  difficulties  I  should  encoimter  were 
I  to  attempt  to  bring  the  question  of  the  legality  of  my  proclamation  before  the 
court  of  justice  pf  this  colony,  previously  to  the  confirmation  of  the  same  by  Her 
Majesty  in  Council,  as  required  by  the  order  in  council  of  the  6th  November 
1832.  I  have,  moreover,  had  the  honour,  in  my  despatch  of  the  28th  August, 
No.  371,  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  a  petition  from  the  proprietors  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Berbice,  addressed  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council, 
praying  that  the  additional  quantities  of  rice  and  of  corn-meal,  as  directed  by  my 
proclamation,  may  be  disallowed. 

'  As,  under  the  circumstances  I  have  detailed,  the  subject  may  be  said  to  be 
before  Her  Majesty,  I  have  felt  that  (putting  the  opposition  I  should  experience 
entirely  out  of  the  question)  it  would  be  indecorous  in  me  to  precipitate  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  which  will,  in  so  short  a  period,  either  be  confirmed  or  be 
disgJlowed  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council.  I  have  therefore  deemed  it;  my  duty  to 
Issue  a  proclamation,  suspending  the  operation  of  my  proclamation  of  the  24th 
April  1837  until  the  pleasure  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council  shall  have  been  commun 
nicated  upon  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 
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—No.  125.— 


BHmSH  GUIANA* 


(No.  397.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  3  November  1837.  No.  125. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship *8  despatch  of  the  1 5th 
September,  No.  247  ;  and  it  afforded  me  much  pleasure  to  find  that  I  had  anti- 
cipated your  instructions  upon  the  subject  of  my  proclamation  regarding  the 
additional  quantities  of  rice  and  of  corn-meal  to  be  issued  to  the  apprenticed 
labourers  in  this  colony,  whenever  those  articles  of  food  are  given  as  a  substitute 
for  70  pounds  of  plantains. 

In  my  former  communications,  I  have  so  fully  pointed  out  both  the  legality 
and  the  propriety  of  the  measure  I  adopted,  that  it  would  be  only  very  unneces* 
sarily  occupying  your  Lordship's  time  if  I  was  to  repeat  either  the  facts  or  th6 
arguments  by  which  my  conduct  has  been  influenced.  I  will  only  add,  that  I 
observe,  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  proposed  agreement  with  the  hill  coolies  from 
Bengal,  that  14  pounds  of  rice,  which  weight  gives  15^  pints,  are  to  be  the 
weekly  allowance  of  a  labouring  man.  We  have  here,  at  once,  an  allowance 
more  by  one-third  than  the  10  pints  which  the  Demerara  gentlemen,  who  have 
addressed  themselves  to  your  Lordship  upon  the  subject,  assert  to  be  sufficient 
food  for  a  labouring  negro. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth, 


—  No.  126.— 
(No.  285.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  January  1838.  No.  126. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  No.  391,  of  the  25th 
October,  and  No.  397,  of  the  3d  November,  on  the  subject  of  your  proclamation 
of  the  24th  April  last,  respecting  the  additional  allowance  of  farinaceous  food 
to  the  apprentices.  As  in  my  despatch.  No.  267,  of  the  11th  November,  I  have 
entered  fully  into  this  question,  I  abstain  from  any  further  discussion  of  it  until 
I  shall  have  received  your  reply  to  that  despatch.  I  have  only,  therefore,  in 
answer  to  your  present  communications,  to  convey  to  you  my  approval  of  th6 
course  which  in  the  mean  time  you  have  adopted  with  reference  to  this  subject . 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  127.— 
(No.  8.) 
QovY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  a  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  17  January  1838.  No.  127. 

I  HAVE  perused,  with  every  attention,  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  11th 
November,  No.  267,  together  with  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  your  Lordship's  Under-secretary  of  State,  on  the  one  side,  and  Messrs. 
M*Garel,  King  and  Cavan,  Gladstone  and  FuUarton,  on  the  other,  relative  to  the 
proposed  augmentation  of  the  quantities  of  rice  or  of  Indian  corn-meal  when 
issued  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  this  colony  as  a  succedaneum  for  the  70 
pounds  of  plantains  which  form  their  weekly  allowance  of  farinaceous  food. 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands,  I  have  called  upon  the  special 
justices  for  their  opinions  upon  the  subject  under  discussion ;  and  I  have  the 

honour  to  enclose  copies  of  their  several  reports.     Having  carefully  considered 

their  statements,  I  am  of  opinion  that  14  pounds  of  rice,  or  21  pounds  of  Indian 
corn-meal,  being  at  the  rate  of  two  pounds  of  rice,  or  of  three  pounds  of  com-, 
meal  per  day,  may  be  substituted  for  the  weekly  allowance  of  70  pounds  of  plan- 
tains, or  at  the  daily  rate  of  10  pounds  of  plantains.  It  is  requisite  that,  in  order 
to  prevent  disputes  about  broken  periods,  the  daily  as  well  as   the  weekly 
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BBmsH  ouiAlNA.   allowance  of  the  three  descriptions  of  farinaceous  food  should  each  he  detailed  or 
—  specified.     I  beg  further  to  suggest,  that  these  allowances  should  be  issued  by 

weight,  and  not  by  measurement,  in  consequence  of  a  recommendation  to  that 
edfbct  as  contained  in  one  of  the  reports  from  the  special  justices*  I  take  the 
liberty  further  of  adding,  that  it  will  be  very  advisable  that  the  decision  of  the 
roecial  justice,  in  all  msputes  respecting  the  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of 
the  food  of  every  species,  should  be  declared  to  be  final,  and  without  appeal. 

I  have  purposely  avoided  making  any  observations  upon  the  arguments 
adduced  by  those  gentlemen,  who,  in  their  correspondence  with  Mr.  Stephen, 
have  expr^»ed  themselves  so  hostile  to  any  augmentation  to  the  existing  cus- 
tomary allowances  of  rice  or  of  corn-meal  when  issued  in  lieu  of  plantains.  I 
beg,  however,  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  practical  good  that  this 
colony  has  already  derived  from  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  as  explained  in 
the  report  from  special  justice  Cdeman,  in  the  augmented  cultivation  of  the 
plantain.  The  point  of  view  in  which,  in  my  public  letter  to  Messrs.  M*Turk, 
Fullarton  and  Lane,  I  placed  the  mistaken  policy  of  allowing  the  food  of  the 
labourer  to  be  imported,  instead  of  being  raised  upon  the  estate  to  which  he  was 
bound  to  render  his  services,  has  had  a  very  good  effect ;  and  many  additional 
plantain  walks  have,  in  consequence,  been  established. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        /.  Carmiohael  Smyth. 


Enclosare  1,  in  No.  127, 

EocL  l»  in  No.  127.  Sir,  Sparta,  1 1  January  1838. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  23d  ultimo,  which  arrived  when  I  was  in  the  Pomeroon,  I  beg 
to  state,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency,  that  the  following  estates  never,  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances  of  unusually  unfavourable  weather,  nave  occasion  to  serra 
rice  or  corn-meal  to  their  labourers,  being  in  the  habit  of  supplying  other  estates  which 
do  not  cultivate  plantains. 

These  plantations  are  the  two  large  and  two  small  cultivated  estates  in  the  lower 
Pomeroon,  viz.  Caledoniajt  Dunbarton  Castle,  Phcsnix  Park,  and  Land  of  Promise;  and 
on  the  -  coast  plantations,  Exmouth,  Perth,  Better  Success,  and  Evergreen.  The  other 
estates  from  Exmouth  up  to  La  Belle  Alliance,  eight  in  number,  all  serve  out  rice  or  conir 
meal  occasionally,  either  in  part  or  as  entire  allowance  to  their  labourers.  Devonshiie 
Casde  will  soon  be  enabled  to  $upply  full  allowances  of  plantains,  vrithout  having  recourse 
to  any  substitutes.  Other  estates  have  of  late  considerably  increased  their  plantain  walks^ 
especially  since  tlie  proclamation  ordering  21  pints  to  be  served  out. 

As  to  the  quantity  of  these  articles  which  would  suffice  for  the  support  of  a  strong  hvtl* 
"Working  labourer,  in  my  opinion,  a  quart  a  day  would  not  exceed  what  he  would  use,  with 
three  pounds  of  salt  fish  per  week,  and  this  is  supposing  the  rice  to  be  of  the  very  best 
quality,  which  often  is  not  the  case,  although,  perhaps,  not  so  bad  as  to  warrant  its  being 
absolutely  rejected. 

I  have  taken  some  trouble  to  inform  myself  upon  this  subject,  the  more  so  as  many 
painful  complaints  have  come  before  me  from  apprenticed  labourers  stating  that  they  were 
obliged  to  take  rice  in  place  of  plantains,  althougn  they  could  not  eat  rice,  which  disagreed 
with  them.  In  some  cases  I  have  known  them  to  take  half  allowance  of  plantains  in  place 
of  the  fon  10  pints  of  rice,  and  this  as  a  favour. 

But  the  question  put  to  me  is  not  only  what  I  consider  sufficient  for  the  nourishment  of 
an  able4)odied  labourer,  but  also  what  I  deem  equivalent  to  70  lbs.  of  plantains  ?  In  this 
view  of  the  question,  I  should  say  that  I  myself,  and,  in  my  opinion,  most  if  not  all  the 
apprenticed  labourers,  would  hardly  consider  double  the  present  allowance  of  rice  to  be  an 
equivalent  for  two  bunches  of  plantains  weighing  70  lbs. 

Surely  when  the  legislature  assigned  so  Ifteral  a  quantity  of  this  most  excellent  food  for 
the  weekly  supfiort  of  each  apprenticed  labourer,  it  must  have  been  with  the  humane 
inlentioQ  of  not  confinmff  him  to  what  was  barely  8ufl|cient  for  his  or  her  individual  food. 
It  may  have  been  considered  that  many  of  them  had  families  of  free  children,  wh(un  the 
new  law  had  thrown  entirely  on  their  hands  for  support,  and  that  some  o(  them^  from  age  or 
weakness,  would  not  be  able  to  support  them  by  the  proceeds  of  their  ext^a  work.  These 
young  children  are  wholly  dependent  on  what  their  parents  can  spare  out  of  their  weekly 
allowance,  but  for  this  purpose  the  JO  pints  of  rice  are  totally  inadequate,  being  a  very 
abort  allowance,  even  for  the  parents  alone.  The  insufficiency  of  the  10  pints  of  rice  or 
meal  was  lately  admitted  to  me  by  the  manager  of  plantation  Lima,  who  said  that  he  bad 
long  been  in  the  habit  of  serving  12  pints,  with  the  sanction  of  his  employer.  Several 
managers  were  present,  who  said  uiey  would  be  glad  to  do  so  too,  but  that  their  attomies^ 
in  place  of  suggesting  an  increase  of  allowance,  were  constantly  complaining  of  their  being 
too  profuse  in  the  use  of  the  provisions  which  they  then  supplied  them  with. 

I  deem  it  proper  also  to  state  other  serious  evils  arising  from  this  great  disproportion  in 
the  several  articles  of  food,  as  laid  down  in  the  scale.     It  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  in 
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many  instances^  that  managers,  when  they  supplied  the  gang  generally  with  plantains,  BBmSH  6UIANA« 
selected  certain  individuals  to  whom  they  gave  nee ;  I  cannot  pretend  to  sKy  whether  the  — -* 

grounds  of  complaint  they  had  against  the  labourers,  whom  they  contrived  in  this  way  to 
punish,  were  well  founded  or  frivolous,  but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  far  from  desirable 
that  the  law  should  put  it  into  the  power  of  any  class  of  men  to  inflict  severe  suffering 
on  their  dependents,  at  their  own  discretion,  and  without  any  interference  of  the  magis- 
trate. 

Such  power  will  unfortunately  remain,  in  too  many  eases,  in  spite  of  the  wisest  legisla- 
tion, but  in  this  case  it  is  created  directly  by  the  law. 

I  have,  &c. 
(A  true  copy.)  (signed)        fV.  J.  Brittain,  s.  J.  p. 

(signed)       H.  £.  F.  Youngs  Esq. 

Government  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  127. 
Judicial  District  A. 


Sir,  Lower  Diviswo,  30  Oeceviber  1 M7*      End.  s,  in  No.  1  ^f. 

I  H  AyB  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  circular  confidential  of  the  2dd  instant,  and  hasten 
to  answer  it. 

1.  The  only  estate  where  rice  or  Indian  corn-meal  is  served  out  to  the  labourers  con-, 
tinually  is  plantation  Dochfour,  the  plaintain  walk  of  which  Mr.  Reed,  the  proprietor,  gave 
up  to  his  people  on  the  1st  August  1834 ;  on  the  other  plantations  iii  my  district,  or  connected 
therewith,  thWe  are  thriving  and  extensive  plantain  lands,  from  which  the  labonra*s  are 
weekly  supplied  in  due  proportions,  according  to  law ;  still,  however,  upon  many  of  the 
estates  when  plantains  are  short  there  is  an  occasional  allowance  of  rice  or  corn-meal  given 
to  them,  whicn  kind  of  allowance  will  perhaps  bear  an  avenge  of  from  five  to  fifteen  upon 
those  estates  during  the  year. 

2.  I  have  ofien  read  the  scale  of  food  appended  to  the  ordinance  43,  and  I  have  as  often 
said  that  there  must  have  been  some  error  in  framing  it,  reasoning  thus,  **  that  either 
70  lbs.  of  plantains  were  too  much,  or  10  pints  of  rice  or  corn-meal  too  little ;  "  for,  in  point 
ef  actual  sustenance,  they  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  compared  with  each  other ;  now 
my  experience  has  taught  me  that  an  able-bodied  labourer  can  easily  consume  hia  two 
bunches  of  plantains  per  week ;  I  am  therefore  led  to  infer  that  10  pints  of  rice  or  com- 
meal  is  insufficient  for  a  continued  weekly  allowance. 

3.  I  can  hardly  form  an  opinion  as  to  ''  what  quantity  of  rice  or  com-meal  would  be 
equivalent  to  70  lbs.  of  plantains/'  and  I  tender  my  thoughts  on  the  subject  with  much 
diffidence,  but  I  would  certainly  soy  that  it  ought  to  be  firom  15  to  18  pints* 

Upon  plantation  Ghreenfield,  the  indented  Africans  prefer  14  pints  of  rice  per  week  each 
to  two  bunches  of  plantains,  and  have  actually  refused  the  latter  to  obtain  tiie  first ;  this  is, 
kewever,  an  isolated  case. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Younp,  (signed)        C.  H.  Strutt,  s.  /.  p. 

Government  &cretary. 


Enclosufe  3,  ia  No.  127, 


Upper  District  A. 
Sir,  31  December  1 837.      Encl.  3,  io  NOi  197. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  confidential  circular  of  the  23d 
instant,  and  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  rice 
and  Indian  com-meal  are  occasionally  issued  on  all  the  estates  in  this  district ;  but  on  no  one. 
estate  are  those  articles  issued  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  exclusively.  That  since  his 
Excellency's  proclamation  of  the  24th  of  April  last  was  published,  greater  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  cultivation  of  plantains  than  before ;  the  consequence  is,  that  on  many  estates 
they  rarely  issue  any  thing  in  lieu  thereof;  and  on  the  others,  where  there  may  not  have 
been  such  lar^e  crops,  or  where  accidents  may  have  happened,  they  purchase  them ;  so  as, 
in  general,  to  issue  one-half  of  die  weekly  allowance  in  plantains,  and  the  other  half  in  rice 
or  Indian  com-meal. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  state  my  opinion,  that  14  lbs.  of  rice,  or  18  lbs.  of  Indian  com- 
meal,  are  equal  to  70  lbs.  of  plantains,  and  sufficient  for  the  nourishment  of  an  able- 
bodied  labourer  during  the  period  of  a  week ;  and  that  the  grounds  upon  which  I  have 
funded  my  opinion  are,  1st,  Taking  into  consideration  the  reduction  in  the  weight  of  die 
plantains,  by  divesting  them  of  stalks,  skins,  such  as  may  be  damaged,  &c. ;  2dly,  That  when 
the  labourers  have  complained  of  the  insufficiency  of  rice  or  com-meal  issued  (10  lbs.), 
ihey  have  always  appeared  satisfied  when  two  or  three  measures  have  been  added  to  that 
allowance ;  andf,  3dly,  That  they  invariably  prefer  rice  to  com-meal,  by  reason  of  the  former 
yielding  a  much  greater  quantity  of  food. 

I  have,  8tc. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        Thos.  Coleman,  s.  J.  p, 

Govemment  Secretary,  &c.  &c,  &c. 
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BjimsH  GUIANA,  Enclosute  4,  in  No.  127.  • 

Sir,  George  Town,  15  January  1838. 

EDcL4,inNo.i27.  j^  the  statement  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  that  I  consider  about 
36  pints  of  Indian  corn-meal  as  the  lowest  equivalent  which  could  in  justice  be  offered  to 
the  apprenticed  labourers  of  this  colony  in  lieu  of  70  lbs.  of  plantains,  perhaps  I  have  not 
been  suflBciently  explicit  with  regard  to  the  data  on  which  I  founded  that  opinion. 

For  persons  who  have  been  accustomed  to  Indian  com  as  their  usual  food,  as  is  the  case 
with  the  majority  of  the  articled  labourers  imported  from  the  W.  I.  Islands,  20  pints  of 
Indian  corn-meal,  or  thereabouts,  might  be  quite  a  sufficient  equivalent  for  70  lbs.  of 
plantains,  and  equally  nutritious ;  but,  with  the  apprenticed  labourers  of  this  colony,  it  is 
otherwise. 

Besides  their  absolute  dislike  for  this  jjarticular  article  of  food,  which  ought  ftot  to  be 
altogether  disregarded,  in  making  calculations  for  their  comfort  and  happiness,  Indian  corn- 
mesJ  is  said  to  have  a  laxative  effect,  accompanied  with  some  degree  ot  debility,  when  it  is 


is  almost  universally  preferred  to  Indian  corn-meal  by  the  negro  Creoles  of  this  colony,  as 
well  as  by  ^e  old  Africans ;  and  if  the  maxim  of  Hudibras  is  allow^  to  be  just,  that 

"  The  worth  of  any  thing 
Is  just  as  much  as  it  will  bring," 

I  do  not  think  that  I  have  overshot  the  mark. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  <signed)        George  JRoss^b.j.f. 

Government  S^retary* 


Encbsure  5,  in  No.  127. 

£ucl.5,in  No.  127.  Sir,  George  Town,  13  January  1838- 

With  reference  to  the  confidential  circular  of  23d  ult.,  1  have  the  honour  to  report 
that,  among  the  apprenticed  labourers  on  the  plantations  contiguous  to  George  Town,  fire, 
pints  of  good  clean  Carolina  rice  are  considered  an  equivalent  for  a  bunch  of  plantaina 
weighing  at  an  average  17  or  18  lbs. ;  but  that  East  Indian  or  African  rice  is  a  much  les& 
valuable  artfcle  in  exchange,  leaving  its  nutritive  qualities  out  of  the  question* 

Oa  those  plantations  where  the  allowance  is  supplied  in  rice,  it  is  not  unusual  for  the 
apprenticed  labourers  to  barter  part  of  it  with,  their  neighbours,  who  are  fed  with  plantains,, 
and  vice  versA. 

From  these  circumstances,  and  after  sounding  one  or  two  intelligent  persons  in  George 
Town,,  in  whose  opinion  I  can  place  confidence,.  I  conclude  that  20  pints  of  good  Carolina, 
rice,  or  25  pints  of  clean  whole  Indian  or  African,  or  30  pints  of  dirty  or  broken  but  &ound« 
merchantable  Indian  or  African  rice,  would  be  an  equivalent  for  70  lbs.  of  plantains. 

Indian  corn-meal  is  not  at  present  supplied  on  any  of  the  plantations  in  my  district ;  but 
it  is  generally  disUked  as  a  permanent  article  of  diet  by  the  negro  Creoles  of  this  coloay.  I 
should,  however,  consider  about  35  pints  of  Indian  corn-meal  the  lowest  eauivalent  which 
would  injustice  be  substituted  for  70  lbs.  of  plantains ;  and  that  not  so  mucn  for  the  actual 
consumption  of  the  apprenticed  labourers,  as  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  exchan^ng  it 
for  other  articles  of  diet  more  to  their  tasto.  I  may  fiirther  remark,  that  where  rice  or 
Indian  corn-meal  is  fiimished  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  this  neighbourhood  for  their 
allowance,  a  good  deal  of  it  generally  finds  its  way  to  town,  where  it  is  hawked  about  or 
sold  in  the  market ;  not,  as  might  at  first  sight  be  supposed,  owing  to  the  superfluity  of 
food  fiimished  by  the  employer,  but  because  most  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  this 
district,  either  by  raising  provisions  or  by  gra^s-cuttipg,  are  able  to  indulge  themselves,  at 
their  own  expense,  in  their  favourite  diet, 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        George  RosSy  s.  j.  p. 

Government  Secretary. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  127. 

District  C. 
End.  6,  in  No.  lay.  Sir,  6  January  1838. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  ult.,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  rice  or  corn- 
meal  is  occasionally  issued  on  the  majority  of  estates  in  this  district. 

On  some  estates  the  issue  of  corn-meal  and  rice  is  more  frequent  than  on  others,  de- 
pending either  on  the  price  of  plantains,  or  their  abundance  on  the  property. 

I  consider  16  pints  of  Carolina  rice,  21  pints  of  African  or  East  Indian  rice,  or  16  pints  of 
Indian  corn-meal,  as  equivalent  to  70  lbs.  weight  of  plantains,  or  rather  as  a  i-easonable 
substitute  for  the  same. 

Where  rice  alone  has  been  given  for  the  weekly  allowance,  it  is  generally  found  that 
the  10  pints  issued  on  the  Monday  afternoon  has  been  exhausted  on  the  Thursday  mpjning ; 
the  labourers  for  the  remainder  of  the  week  being  thrown  on  their  own  resources. 
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An  intelligent  and  liberal  proprietor  long  since  candidly  acknowledged  ta  me,  that  10  pinte  BJUTIftB  QUIANA* 
of  jrice  was  quite  inadequate  for  the  support  of  a  labouring  man,  and  that  he  invariably  gave  """"• 

14  pints'  to  his  people  when  he  could  not  procure  plantains. 

As  rice  is  seldom  issued  but  in  conjunction  with  plantains,  few  complaints  are  made  on 
the  subject. 

It  is  seldom  that  n^ore  than  half  an  allowance  of  corn-meal  is  issued  at  a  time ;  but  in  any 
case  it  proves  an  unwholesome  food  as  prepared  by  the  labourers  of  this  colony,  and  its  issue 
is  usually  productive  of  complaints  and  discontent. 

My  own  judgment  and  experience  on  the  above  subjects,  strengthened  by  the  repeated 
complaints  and  representations  of  the  apprentices  themselves,  has  been  confirmed  by  the  con- 
fidential testimony  of  some  intelligent  foremen  of  estates,  pn  whose  veracity  I  could  place 
great  reliance. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  add,  that  no  quantity  of  rice  or  corn-meal  which  a  labourer  can 
consume  will  afibrd  him  the  same  nourishment  as  the  legal  allowance  of  plantains ;  and 
that  it  is  the  frequent  practice  of  the  apprentices  sullenly  to  receive  from  their  employers  two 
small  bunches  ot  plantains  (weighing,  perhaps,  together  35  to  40  lbs.),  rather  than  have  to 
put  up  with  the  10  pintd  of  rice  or  corn-meal,  which  would  be  given  him  on  refusal,  as 
prescribed  by  the  ordinance. 

I  have,  &c. 

Honourable  Henry  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        J.  A.  AHen,  s.  J,  p. 

Government  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Enclosure  7,  in  No.  127. 
Sir,  31  December  1837.       End.  7,  in  No.  127. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor's  confidential  circular  of  the 
23d  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  the  plantations  serving  rice  (occasionally)  in 
lieu  of  plantains  (corn-meal  not  appearing  to  be  used)  are,  viz.,  Greenwich  Park,  St.  Christo- 

Sher's,  Philadelphia,  Veigoenegen  Tuschen  de  Vrienden,  Zeelught,  De  Kindren,  Met-en- 
f  eerzorg,  WilUam  and  iceberg,  but  whenever  they  can  procure  plantains  they  are  issued. 
On  the  Uitolught  and  Vrees-en-Hoop,  rice  is  only  served  when  their  stock  of  plantains  fail, 
they  having  plantain  walks  on  their  estates. 

I  do  think  10  (Dutch)  pints  of  rice  is  not  commensurate  with  70  Ibs^  of  plantains, 
without  reference  to  bunches,  and  my  reason  for  so  thinking  is  this,  viz.,  70  lbs.  of 
plantains  appear  at  the  first  sound  and  sight  an  immense  quantity  of  food  for  any  one  per- 
son to  consume  in  a  week,  but  when  the  skins  thereof  are  taken  fi-om  them  and  the  stems 
of  the  bunches,  they  do  not  weigh  near  half  the  quantity,  consequently,  although  that  re- 
maining quantity  must  be  considered  to  be  more  than  any  one  person  can  consume,  still 
the  ^0  pints  pf  rice  is  every  way  inadequate,  particularly  when  it  is  considered  there  is  no 
other  food  but  salt  fish,  which  from  its  quantity  can  only  be  considered  as  a  relish  to  the 
plantains  or  rice,  which  former  article  they  have  many  ways  of  dressing,  viz.,  roasting, 
boiling,  making  into  fou-fow,  or  into  fou-fo^  soup  with  other  ingredients ;  rice  must  be 
boiled. 

I  should  think  15  pints  a  fair  proportion  to  issue,  both  to  the  labourer  and  to  the  em- 
ployer, rice  being  by  no  means  a  solid  food ;  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  the  imperial  mea- 
sure is  not  in  use  in  this  colony,  the  old  Dutch  weights  and  mei^ures  being  ^till  m  us^  here. 
I  beg  to  state  my  opinion  with  reference  to  a  hard-labouring  pei'son. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)       Thas.  Delafons,  s.  j.  p*  , 

Government  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ^      ^ 


Enclosure  8,  in  No.  127. 

Sir,  Leguan,  27  December  1837.       End.  8,  in  No.  la?. 

I  RAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  2dd  instant  In  this  district 
there  are  not  more  than  two  or  three  estates  on  which  sufficient  plantains  are  ^wn  to  sup- 
ply their  labourers  all  the  year  round.  Many  of  the  others  have  small  plantain  walks,  and 
which  they  have  been  enlarging  during  the  last  six  months ;  but  they  chiefly  depend  on  the 
east  and  west  coasts  of  Demerara  for  their  supplies  of  plantains.  As  long  as  plantains  can 
be  procured  at  a  reasonable  rate  they  are  issued  to  the  labourers ;  but  oa  an  average,  I  think 
that  on  the  44  sugar  estates  in  this  district,  rice  is  the  allowance  for  four  months  out  of  the 
twelve.    CSom-meal  is  seldom  or  never  used  while  rice  can  be  procured. 

With  respect  to  the  quantities  of  rice  or  corn-meal  which  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
labourer  instead  of  plantains,  and  equivalent  as  an  article  of  food  to  70  lbs.  of  plantains, 
and  consequently  for  the  nourishment  of  an  able-bodied  labourer  during  the  period  of  a 
week,  I  conceive  the  allowance  ought  to  be, 

14  pints  per  week  first  quality  rice. 

17    ~    ditto    -      second    ditto. 

20    -     ditto    -      third        ditto. 

20    -    ditto    -      corn-meal. 
From  repeated  and  minute  personal  observations  and  inquiries,  I  am  satisfied  two  pints  of  best 
rice  per  day  is  not  more  than  an  able-bodied  labourer  can  eat     But  even  this  I  do  not  think 
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BUn&H  OUlAlf  A.  an  eqnivaleiit  to  plantaiiiSy  for  rice  cooked  in  any  manner  can  nerer  form  6uch  solid  food  as 
-— ^  plantains ;  and  in  every  country  it  is  an  established  fkct.  that  a  labourer  who  performs  heavy 

work  ought  to  have  at  least  one  meal  of  solid  food  per  day.  This  is  so  well  understood  here, 
thaft  tiM  plaulM  nevtr  gttes  his  people  rice  except  when  it  is  considerably  cheaper  than  plan- 
tains; and  the  labourers,  when  tney  get  an  allowance  of  rice,  always  sell  a  portion  in  order  to 
piocMHr€aomt  (^her  artide  of  food.  Com*meal  makes  a  more  soud  food  than  rice,  but  the 
laboorers  do  not  undemtand  the  art  of  cooking  it,  and  dislike  it  for  an  allowance.  Coni'^meal 
ought  to  be  served  out  by  weight  and  not  measure,  for  a  pint  can  be  made  to  contain  one 
|>ound  of  meal  or  half  a  pound,  according  to  the  mode  of  filling  iu 

Aoc<xdingto  the  present  regulations,  as  there  is  no  distinction  made  between  the  qualities 
of  ripe^  a  premium  b  held  out  to  the  planter  to  issue  an  inferior  article  to  his  people.  I  con- 
ceive tiiat  when  rice  is  issued,  a  certain  quantity  of  salt  pork  or  beef  ought  to  be  given  with 
it,  which  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  labourer  than  giving  him  an  increased  quantity  of 
rk^e.  The  people  never  complain  when  they  are  fed  on  salt  fish  and  plantains,  but  are  not 
satisfied  with  salt  fish  and  rice,  uid  always  cook  a  piece  of  pork  with  their  rice. 


EDcL9»inMo.iS7< 


£ocLiO|inNo.ia7. 


The  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
Government  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


(signed) 


I  have,  8cc. 

Geo.  Kellock,  s*  j«  p* 
Dictrict  F. 


127. 


Enclosure  9,  in  No. 

Sir,  District  G.,  11  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  (he  23d  December  last, 
which  did  not  reach  me  until  the  7th  instant,  and  beg  leave  to  state,  that  of  the  23  estates 
comprised  in  this  district,  there  is  not  one  upon  which  rice  and  Indian  corn-meal  are  not 
issued  more  or  less  frequently ;  there  are,  however,  six  provided  with  plantain  walks,  nearly 
sufficient  to  afford  a  regular  supply  of  plantains ;  and  1  am  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
add,  that  proprietors  begin  to  turn  their  attention  to  their  cmture,  and  I  think  m  a  short 
time  a  g6od  number  of  estates  will  be  well  sunplied  with  them. 

In  reply  to  the  inouiry  as  to  my  opinion  ot  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  first-mentioned 
articles  of  food  which  I  may  consider  equal  to  70  lbs.  of  plantains,  I  be^  leave  to  observe^ 
diat  although  I  cannot  believe  the  present  allowance  of  16  pints  of  either  to  be  an  e()ni- 
valent,  yet  if!  were  to  judge  firom  the  general  healthy  appearance  of  the  apprenticed 
labourers,  and  the  absence  ofany  complaint  upon  the  subject,  I  should  be  disposed  to  think 
it  otherwise.  But  this  apparent  sufficiency  is  unquestionably  to  be  attnbuted  to  the 
addition  of  their  diet  derived  from  the  esculent  roots  and  vegetables  raised  by  themselves  on 
the  grounds  here  almost  universally  allowed  them  by  proprietors,  and  cannot,  of  course,  be 
taken  into  account  in  the  consideration  of  the  present  question. 

Fourteen  pints  of  rice  or  16  of  Indian  corn-meal  are  the  quantities  of  each  of  these  articles 
of  food  which  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  equivalent  to  70  lbs.  of  plantains,  and  consequently 
sufficient  (with  the  allowance  of  fish)  for  the  sustenance  of  an  able-bodied  labourer  during 
the  period  of  a  week — a  conclusion  to  which  I  have  arrived  in  some  measure  from  my  own 
observation,  and  further,  from  the  result  of  such  inquiries  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  make 
consistently  with  the  confidential  nature  of  the  subject.  ' 

I  have,  tc. 
To  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        Cfeorge  Ball,  s.  j.  p. 

Government  Secretary,  George  Town. 


Enclosure  10,  in  No.  127. 


Sir,  La  Retraite,  District  D.,  10  January  1838. 

In^  obedience  to  your  circular  confidential  leflter  of  the  asd  ultimo,  directing  me  to  report, 
for  bis  £xceUency  the  Governor's  inforniation,  the  number  of  estates  in  the  district  under 
my  charge  in  which  rice  or  Indian  corn-meal  is  issued  to  labourers  instead  of  plantains,  and 
my  opinion,  with  the  grounds  on  which  it  may  be  f<mned,  as  to  the  qilaatities  of  the  articles 
of  food  whidi  may  be  deemed  equivalent  to  70  1Im%  of  plantams^  I  have  the  honour  to  repoit, 
that,  as  for  as  I  Imvei  been  adile  to  ascertain,  the  iwranabb  practice  in  Ibis  di^iot  is  to  givf 
the  bbwffers'  aUowamce  of  fi^od  in  com^meal  or  rice  aad  im  plantaaas  in  equal  poftioBs,  that 
is,  half  in  meal  or  rice  and  half  in  plantains,  except  on  rare  occasions,  whan  plaateinB  cannot 
be  had,  either  from  their  own  estates  or  at  the  market,  at  whioh  times  the  aUowanee  is  made 
up  entirely  of  ccnb^meal  or  rice.  All  the  cultivated  estatei  have  {dantain  walks,  b«t  some 
yield  very  little,  and  only  five  firom  which  regular  sales  to  any  valuable  extent  can  be  made. 
.  Aa  to  the  quantity  of  rice  or  corn-meal  which  may  be  eqaivalent  to  7Qlbsw>  of  plantains, 
I  caimot  speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  I  bdieve  70  lbs*,  of  plantains  cannot  be  ofNi- 
sumed  by  any  labourer ;  but  as  to  the  present  legal  quantity  of  rice  or  comnneal,  I  do  think  ^ 
it  too  little  for  an  able-bodied  labourer.  Such  a  person  would  rajquiie,  in  my  opinion,.  14  or 
15  pints,  instead  of  10,  for  a  Week's  allowance.  I  ^ve  this  opinion,  partly  fiom  experteace 
in  feeding  labourers  at  home  with  meal  (I  take  it,  rice  is  not  more  nourishing),  and  partly 
from  the  statements  of  labourers  here,  to  the  effect  that  10  pints  is  too  little. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        D.  McLennan. 

Government  Secretary. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVfi&Y  IN  THE  BRmSH  OOLOmEfi;  f^i 

Enclosure  1 1,  fa  No.  I2r.  bW«*otoiA*i. 

6a-,  Rickmond,  B  Jwwary  isaif .       EncI.ti,uiNo.it7. 

I  uayB  the  honour  to  acknowledfle  the  rtqeipi  of  your  letter  of  the  Md  ultk^o^  re^ukiig 
me  to  repcHip  for  the  kiformatioii.of  his  ExoeUeoc^  the  Goyemori  the  number  of  eetalee  under 
my  charge  on  which  rice  or  Indian  comf-meal  is  laaued  to  Uie  laboiirfrs  ioetetd  of  i^antainik 
ana  my  opinion  as.  to  the  quantity  of  each  of  these  articles  of  food  I  may  deem  ^uiyaleal 
to  to  lbs.  of  plantains,  sufficient  consequently  for  the  iiourishment  of  an  able-txxiied  labourer 
during  the  period  of  a  week. 

There  are  two  estates  under  my  charge  on  which  rice  or  Ihdilm  cbiti-meal  is  generally 
issued  instead  of  plantains.  On  anotl^r  (plantation  Aberdeen)  the  Weekly  allowance  am* 
sistSy  one-half  of  plantains,  the  other  of  eom-meaL 

The  two  estates  which  generally  issue  rice  or  corn-meal  are  llenrietta  and  Anha  Regina ; 
in  the  case  of  the  latter,  however,  it  is  done  in  compliance  with  the  taste  of  the  labourers  on 
that  plantation.  The  greatest  part  of  them  are  natives  of  Bahama ;  and  they  prefer  having 
Indian  com  unground ;  accordmgly,  the  representatives  of  the  estate  have  ordered,  t  am 
informed,  a  lai^e  quantity  of  corn  from  America,  and  have  sent  to  England  for  mills  to  be 
distributed  to  me  labourers* 

I  have  been  assured  that  when  plantsuns  have  been  served  on  that  est&te>  inany  have 
offered  to  take  half  an  allowance  of  rice  in  preference  to  the  full  allowance  of  plantains. 
Biscuits,  commonly  called  bread,  is  often  issued  to  the  labourers  oh  Anna  Regina. 

Indian  corn-meal  I  believe  to  be  much  more  nutritious  thati  rice.  As  a  cbbstaiit  article 
of  food,  rice  is  perhaps  one  of  the  worst  that  can  be  issued  to  Ubotlrers.  In  all  countrieif 
where  it  is  tiie  sole  or  chief  article  of  food  (in  India  for  examnle),  the  physical  energies 
of  the  people  are  greatly  inferior  to  thol^e  of  our  labouring  nopulation. 

The  quantities,  however,  of  rice  or  Indian  corn-meal  wnich,  according  to  the  schedule 
of  allowances  attached  to  ordinance.  No.  43,  may  be  issued  in  lieti  of  plantains,  I  believe  to 
be  sufficient  '^  for  the  nourishment  of  an  able-bodied  labourer  durine  tne  period  of  a  week.'* 
My  opinion  has  been  formed  parUy  from  tky  knowledge  of  .those  anicles  of  food,  but  more 
from  the  circumstance,  that  no  complaints  were  made  by  the  labourers  of  insufficiency  of 
food  at  a  time  when,  fh>m  the  scarcity  of  plantains,  these  articles  were  generally  issued.  I 
also  remarked,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  that  very  liberal  supplies  of  the  same  articles  of  food 
were  furnished  by  the  labourers  to  th&f  feathdhdd  and  other  stock — a  prettjr  good  proof  that 
they  themselves  were  neither  e3qx>sed  to  the  cravings  of  hunger,  or  limited  to  the  bare 
supply  of  their  wants. 

There  had  also  been  a  great  neglect,  on  the  part  of  the  labourers,  of  their  provision 
grounds,  and,  consequentiy,  few  coiud  have  added  to  their  allowances  from  that  source. 

Though  10  pints  of  rice  or  Indian  corn-meal  are,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  for  the  nourish- 
ment of  an  able-bodied  labourer  during  the  period  of  a  week,  I  do  not  deem  them  equivalent 
to  70  lbs.  of  plantains.  The  allowance  of  plantains  is  ht  beyond  what  any  one  man  can 
possiblv  consume;  the  plantain  also  is  generally  admitted  to  be  a  mofe  nutritious  article 
of  fooa.  It  would  be  verv  desirable  if,  on  all  estates  where  the  labourers  are  partial  to 
th^  .plantain,  that  article  of  food  should  be  issued  to  Uiem.  Unfortunately,  however^  there 
are  several  estates  on  which  it  cannot  be  reared.  On  four  or  five  within  my  district,  it  can- 
not be  cultivated  to  any  extent ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  times  that  plantains  can  be  purchased. 

The  proclamation  of  his  Excellency,  of  24th  April  last,  has  had  the  good  e£fect  of  sti- 
mulating the  planters  to  a  more  extensrve  cultivation  of  tiie  t>lantain,  where  practicable*  I 
think  it  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  have  a  constant  stimulus  to  its  cultivation  ;  but, 
,  with  deference,  I  would  beg  to  ofifer  my  opinion,  that  an  increase  in  (quantity  of  the  substi- 
tuted articles  which  mav  be  issued  for  allowances  in  lieu  of  plantains  will  not  materially 
aid  in  the  attainment  of^this  object,  and  (especially  if  that  increase  be  considerable)  will  not 
be  (generally)  beneficial  to  the  labourers. 

An  increase  of  the  quantities  of  rice  or  Indian  corn-meal  required  to  be  given  for  a  weekly 
allowanoe  may  induce  many  (partiealarly  proprietors  or  representetives  of  estates  on  which 
the  plaodtain  cannot  be  cultivated)  to  maintain  tbeir  labouvers  by  the  Uppropriation  of  land, 
and,  conseqttentiv,  to  a  certauk  extent,  decrease  the  demand  for  plantamd.  If  all  oui^ 
labomers  were  aUe^bodied,  such  a  ohange  on  the  mode  of  maintaniing  them  might  be 
benefioial ;  but  how  dMTerent  would  be  the  cMdition  of  the  infirm,  the  old  and  the  youAg ! 

His  Blteellency  is  aware  that  great  excitement  was  oaased  by  the  pubHcalion  of  his  prcM 
clamation  of  the  34th  April.  Had  tl^l  proclaihatioti  been  enforced,  I  know  it  was  th^ 
general  intention  <m  tins  ooast  to  have  withheld  the  allowanceiS  given  to  the  free  cbiMito, 
and  all  allowanoes  at  the  holidays  and  at  other  tmee,  of  sugar,  rum,  tobacco,  kc. ;  in  fcet, 
to  have  restricted  the  allowances  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  Such,  I  fear,  will  be  tiie 
consequence  of  any  important  change  in  the  schedule  of  allowances. 

It  eertaanly  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of  tiie  legislative  council  to«6ake  the  iftfNie 
of  plantains  the  general  rule,  and  of  the  other  articles  of  fwnaceous  food  the  exception.  To 
enroroe  tiiis,  I  presume,  was  tiie  chief  (Ajject  of  his  Excelten<;y  in  that  proclamation. 

It  is  with  diffidence  I  presume  to  ofier  any  suggestions  of  my  own,  but  it  has  occurred  to 
me  that  an  improvement  m  the  reflation  for  the  maintenance  of  the  labourers,  which  would 
fully  efiect  his  Excdlency's  intention,  and  produce  many  benefits,  might  be  introduced ;  and 
that  simply  by  leaving  it  to  the  option  of  the  labourer,  when  he  cannot  have  plantains,  to 
take  eitliHsr  the  reflated  allowance  of  rice  or  corn-meal,  or  ite  equivalent  in  money.  I  do  not 
apprehend  to  so  slight  a  change  any  serious  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  planters,  as  it  can 
be  a  matter  of  very  little  importance  to  them  whether  their  labourers  give  a  preference  to  the 
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BRITISH  GU|AVA.  one  or  the  other,  smce  to  themselves^  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  there  can  be  no  material 
•"-^  loss. 

. .   ,  The  interest  I  take  in  the  calm  and  snccessfiil  working  of  the  apprenticeship,  and  in  the 

welfare  of  boA  parties  interested  in  it,  will,  I  trust,  plead  my  excuse  for  entemg  into  the 
detail  of  some  of  the  advantages  which  I  anticipate  would  result  from  the  adoptioQ  of  i 
fmrtial  nioney-payment  in  lieu  of  an  issue  of  food  to  the  labourers. 

1.  Asa  money-payment  can  only  be  demanded  wHen  plantains  are  not  offered,  it  will  act 
as  a  constant  stimulant  to  the  cultivation  of  the  plantain,  while,  from  making  its  acceptance 
optional  with  the  labourer,  he  cannot  be  left  destitute  of  food. 

2.  It  will  incite  the  labourer  to  the  cultivation  of  his  provision  grounds  (which  of  late  have 
been  much  neglected),  and  thereby  promote  in  him  habits  of  industry  and  economy. 

3.  It  will  put  an  end  to  the  frequent  irritations  which  arise  from  the  distribution  of  articles 
of  food  not  palatable  to  the  labourer. 

'4.  It  will  check  that  indiscriminate  hospitality  by  which  so  many  of  the  idle  and  dissolute 
are  enabled  to  obtain  a  maintenance,  and  control  in  some  degree  an  incipient  vagrancy. 
This  is  an  evil  which  has  a  more  extensive  existence  than  is  generally  supposed. 

5.  It  will  operate  as  a  partial  and  gradual  introduction  of  a  system  wnich  is  likely  to  pre- 
vail afler  1840,  and  in  some  degree  prepare  the  labourers  for  the  important  change  which 
the  termination  of  the  apprenticeship  must  necessarily  produce.  It  will  inculcate  me  useful 
lesson,  that  on  their  own  industry  and  firugality  their  maintenance  must  chiefly  depend. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  advantages  which  appear  to  me  likely  to  result  from  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  money-payment  (at  the  option  of  the  labourer)  in  lieu  of  any  article  of  farinaceous 
food,  except  plantains.  The  money-payment,  however,  ought  not  to  exceed  the  average 
price  of  the  articles  for  which  it  is  substituted ;  and  I  think  six  bits  would  be  considered  as  an 
ample  remuneration  for  the  week's  allowance.  But  this  and  other  details  are  matters  more 
proper  for  his  Excellency's  determination. 

I  have,  ^c. 
To  the  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        /.  O.  Lochhart  Mure,  s,  j,  p. 

Government  Secretary. 


Enclosure  12,  in  No.  127. 

£i!cLi2,inNo.i27«  Sir,     '  District  I.,  I  January  1838. 

In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  the  23d  ult,  I  beg  to  report  to  you,  for  his  Excellency's  infor- 
mation, that  tnose  estates  under  my  charge  which  are  provided  by  allowances  (there  are 
three  which  have  pounds  allotted)  are  generally  supplied  with  plantains  (either  by  growth 
or  purchase),  and  it  is  only  occasionally,  when  tney  fail,  that  rice  or  corn-meal  is  given. 

1  should  conclude  the  quantity  issucKl  of  the  latter  articles  (10  pints)  is  sufficient,  on  the 
grounds  that  I  have  never  received  a  complaint  of  its  not  being  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
To  the  Hon.  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)        G.  Hose,  s.  j.  p. 

Government  Secretary. 


Enclosure  13,  in  No.  127. 

£ncl.i3»inNo.i37.  Sir,  District  K.,  Berbice,  2  January  1838. 

In  reply  to  the  confidential  circular  of  23d  December  last,  I  have  the  honour  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor,  that  there  are  only  three  estates  in  this 
district  on  which  rice  or  corn-meal  are  regularly  issued  weekly  to  the  labourers,  in  lieu  of 
plantains. 

On  one  estate  (Providence),  some  short  time  ago,  there  was  a  little  diflerence  as  to  tiie 
quantity  given,  viz.  10  pints  each  as  a  full  allowance.  I  put  the  question  to  several  of  the 
labourers  as  to  how  much  each  of  them  could  consume  auring  the  week ;  their  reply  was, 
15  pints  of  rice,  or  18  of  corn-flour,  as  the  latter  provision  pften  got  sour  when  exposed  to 
the  air,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  they  required  a  larger  quantity,  having  sometimes  to 
throw  it  away  or  feed  the  poultry  upon  it ;  whereas,  the  former  kept  good  for  a  c<Hisiderable 
time,  but  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  subsist  entirely  upon  faiinaceous  food. 
.  I«beg  respectfully  to  say  that  I  am  of  opinion  16  pints  of  nee,  or  18  of  corn-flour,  is  i^tffi- 
oient  tor  the  nourishm^it  of  an  able-bodied  man  during  the  week,  and  equal  to  70  lbs.  of 
plantains. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Hon.  the  Government  Secretary.  (signed)        Walter  Howard  Ware,  s.  j.  p. 


Enclosure  14,  in  No.  127. 


Office  of  Special  Justice  of  Peace,  District  L., 
EiicLi4,inNo.ia7.  Sic,  ]Berbice,  9  January  1838. 

.  I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  23d  December  on  the  2d  instant, 
and  in  obedience  to  his  Excellency's  commands,  enclose  a  list  of  estates  in  my  district,  from 

which 
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^UA  you  will  perceive  that,  with  the  exception  of  plantations  Heretellin^,  Welgeleegen  and    BRrriBH  GUIANA . 
Kieure  Vigilantie  (where  occasionally  rice  is  served),  all  the  other  estates  issue  plantains.  — 

.  In  farther  reply  to  where  his  Excellency  desires  my  opinion  as  to  an  eauivalent  in  rice 
or  corn-meal  for  70  Ibs^  of  plantains  for  the  nourishment  of  an  able-bodied  labourer  dmrii^ 
the  pefiodof  aweek:  that  if  the  plantain-stalks  and  upper  tufts  of  the  bunches  and  the 
skins  are  deducted  from  the  whole,  there  will  remain  from  60  to  56  lbs.  of  good  plantains ; 
this,  however^  is  as  much  as  is  required  for  a  labourer  of  the  above  description.  An  eaui- 
valent for  these  70  lbs.  in  rice  (as  it  is  a  light  food)  I  would  calculate  at  18  pints,  and  that 
of  corn-meal  (it  being  a  more  substantial  food)  at  15  pints;  this,  in  my  opinion,  would 
be  foimd  superabundant. 

I  remain,  &c. 

H.  E-  F.  Younff,  Esq.  (signed)        A.  Van  Ryck  de  Groot,  s.  j.  p. 

Government  Secretary,  British  Guiana. 


—  No.  128.— 
.      (N0..318.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Officer  administering 

the  Government. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  27  April  1838.  No.  128. 

I  HAVE  received  the  despatch  dated  the  17th  of  January  last,  and  numbered  8, 
in  which  the  late  Grovemor  of  British  Guiana  reported  to  me  the  result  of  his 
inquiries  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  supply  of  farinaceous  food  which,  imder  the 
proclamation  of  Sir  Penjamin  D 'Urban,  is  substituted  in  that  colony  for  the 
plantains  which  the  same  proclamation  requires  to  be  delivered  to  the  apprenticed 
labourers.    Having  brought  this  subject  under  the  consideration  of  The  Queen, 

Her  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of  Her  Privy  Coimcil,  has  been  pleased  to  make  

an  order,  which  I  herewith  transmit,  for  determining  what  shall  hereafter  be  the 
amount  of  such  substituted  allowances.*  You  will  immediately  promulgate  this 
order,  and  direct  the  special  justices  to  cause  it  to  be  carried  into  execution  in 
their  respective  districts. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


Enclosure  in  No.  128. 

At  the  Court  at  Buckingham  Palace,  the  25th  day  of  April  1838. 

Present, 
The  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  by  the  law  now  in  force  in  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  the  employer  of  every     End.  in  No.  128. 
apprenticed  labourer  within  the  said  colony  is  bound  to  supply  for  his  or  her  weeldy  mainte- 
nance 70  lbs.  of  plantains,  or,  in  lieu  of  such  plantains,  certain  quantities  of  corn-meal  or  rice : 

And  whereas  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  nresent  Session  of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  amend  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  slavery  in  the  British  Colonies,"  reciting,  amongst 
other  things,  that  in  such  of  the  colonies  as  are  subject  to  the  lesislative  authority  of  Her 
Majesty  in  Council,  certain  laws  were  in  force  at  or  immediately  before  the  time  when  the 
Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  passed  in  the  Session  of  Parliament,  holden  in  the  third  and 
fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  WiUiam  the  Fourth,  came  into  operation, 
determming  the  amount  of  food  and  other  allowances  to  be  supplied  to  the  persons  tnen  held 
in  slavery  in  the  said  colonies ;  and  further  reciting,  that  doubts  had  arisen  whether,  con- 
sistently with  thejprovi^ns  of  the  said  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  it  is  competent  to 
Her  Majesty  in  Coimcil  to  increase  the  said  allowance,  it  is,  amongst  other  things,  enacted, 
**  that  it  is  and  shall  be  competent  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  by  any  order  or  orders  in 
council  for  that  pur|>ose  to  be  made  from  time  to  time,  to  increase  the  amount  of  the  said 
allowances,  as  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council  shall  seem  meet;  any  thing  in  the  said  recited 
Act  to  the  contrary  notwitnstanding:" 

Now,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  first  year  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign,  and  in  exercise  of  the  powers  thereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  Her  Majesty  as  afore- 
said. Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Privy  Council,  doth  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
•  ordered,  that,  in  the  colony  of  British  Ghiiana,  every  employer  of  any  apprenticed  labourer 
who  shall  not  supply  to  such  labourer  the  full  weekly  allowance  of  70  lbs.  of  plantains,  shall 
be  and  is  hereby  required  to  substitute  for  the  same,  at  the  discretion  of  such  employer, 
either  corn-meal  or  rice,  in  the  proportions  following,  that  is  to  say,  in  respect  or  every 
10  lbs.,  or  other  less  amount,  of  plantains,  by  which  the  weekly  supply  of  that  article  to  any 
apprenticed  labourer  shall  fall  snort  of  the  said  prescribed  amount  of  70  lbs.,  the  employer 
shall  be  bound  to  supply  to  each  labourer  either  three  pints  of  corn-meal  or  two  pints 
of  rice ;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  plantains,  corn-meal  or  rice  so  to  be  supplied 
1 54.— II.  8  4  w 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144  PAPEKS  REIATIVE  TO  THB  ABOLITION  OF 

BRITISH  GUIAMA.  tw  aforesaid  sbaU  at  all  times  be  of  good  average  merohaotable  quality,  and  that  tht 
..-.»  plats  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  the  imperial  standard  measure  as  by 

law  established;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  Gbvemor  or  officer  adminislering  the 
goyemment  of  the  said  colony  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  by  a  proelamatioii 
to  be  by  him  for  that  purpose  issued,  to  determine  the  weight  of  one  pint  of  eomnneal 
and  the  weight  of  one  pint  of  rice,  of  such  quality  as  aforesaid,  such  weight  having  been 
first  ascertained  by  exact  experiments  to  be  made  by  such  Gbvernor  or  office  as  afore- 
said, or  in  his  presence ;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  such 
apprenticed  labourer,  pr  for  any  special  justice  within  the  said  colony  on  his  or  her 
benalf,  at  any  time  to  require  Uiat  such  corn-meal  or  rice  as  aforesaid  be  measured  hy 
weight  and  not  by  quantity,  such  measurement  being  made  according  to  the  proportion 
between  the  weight  and  quantity  thereof  so  to  be  ascertained  and  established  as  afore- 
said ;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  if  any  questk^n  shall  in  any  case  arise  as  to  the 
quaUty  of  any  such  plantains,  corn-meal  or  rice  as  aforesaid,  delivered  or  tendered  to 
any  such  apprenticed  labourer,  er  as  to  the  measurement  thereof,  either  by  weight  or 
by  quantity,  every  such  question  shall  be  adjudged  and  determined  by  some  spedal 
justice  having  jurisdiction  within  the  district  withm  which  such  questions  shall  so  arise, 
and  the  decision,  of  such  special  justice  upon  any  such  question  shall  be  final  and  con- 
clusive, and  without  appeal : 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  all  penalties  which,  under  the  law  now  in  force  within  the 
said  colony,  may  be  imposed  on  any  person  refusing  or  neglecting  to  supply  to  any  appren- 
ticed labourer  therein  the  fNrovisions  to  which,  by  such  law,  such  apprenticed  labourer  is 
now  entitled,  shall  be  applicable  to  the  case  of  any  employer  refusing  or  neglecting  to  supply 
th^  provisions  in  this  present  order  mentioned,  and  shall  be  in  force  against  such  em{doyeic 
in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  is  now  provided  and  directed  by  law  within  the  colony 
aforesaid: 

And  it  is  forther  ordered,  that,  in  respect  of  such  existing  pamlties  for  the  purpose  SAd 
within  the  meaning  of  this  present  order,  any  person  entitled  to  the  services  of  any  appren^ 
ticed  labourer,  or  any  person  who  is  attorney,  mant^er,  agent,  or  otherwise  may  be  in  the 
lawfid  superintendence  of  any  such  ai^renticed  labourer,  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  employer 
of  sijich  labourer: 

And  the  Right  honourable  Lord  Olen^lg,  on^  of  Her  Miyest/s  Princq)a)  Seer^aries  rf 
State^i  is  to  give  the  necessa^  directions  herein  accordingly, 

<signed)        Wm.  L.  JBaikwrsL 
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—No.  129- — 
(No.  390.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Olenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  24  October  1837.  No.  129. 

In  the  despatch  of  the  13th  November  1835,  No.  250,  which  I  had  the  honour  Ftefc Papers  relative 
to  address  to  your  Lordship,  I  todk  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  Lordship^s  atten-  to  the  Abolition  of 
tion  to  various  instances  of  erroneous  registrations  of  apprenticed  labourers;  i^jawy,  1836, Part 
and  I  explained,  that  if  an  opportunity  was  not  afforded  of  amending  the  classifi-  ^^^^^^^^9^ 
cation,  many  apprenticed  labourers,  whose  services,  if  they  had  been  correctly 
registered,  would  expire  on  the  1st  August  1838,  wiU  be  liable  to  be  kept  as 
praedial  labourers  until  the  1st  August  1840.    Your  Lordship  did  me  the  honour,  Ditto,  page  104. 

in  your  despatch  of  the  22d  JaAuary  1836,  No.  251,  to  reply  to  my  observations,  

and  to  state  that,  in  point  of  law,  it  must  first  be  ascertained  whether  the  Act  of 
Parliament  does  really  require  that  mistakes  of  this  kind  should  always  be 
remediable,  and  that  you  would  propose  this  inquiry  to  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown.  As  I  have  not  again  heard  from  your  Lordship  upon  this  subject »  and 
as,  if  a  local  ordinance  is  to  be  framed,  granting  (as  I  have  proposed)  a  summary 
jurisdiction  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  in  all  cases  of  alleged  erroneous 
classification,  to  correct  the  registrar's  lists,  it  is  desirable  that  such  ordinance 
should  not  be  delayed  beyond  the  ensuing  spring  session  of  the  court  of  jjoUcv, 
I  take  the  liberty,  with  every  respect,  of  again  submitting  the  subject  for  your 
Lordship's  consideration  and  decision. 

In  your  Lordship's  despatch  which  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  quote, 
your  Lordship  states,  as  a  practical  difficulty,  that  if  an  apprentice,  erroneously 
classed  as  a  praedial,  has,  under  that  mistake,  only  been  called  upon  to  perform 
45  hours  of  labour  per  week,  instead  of  rendering  an  indefinite  amount  of  service 
as  a  non-praedial,  there  will  be  a  difficulty  in  adjusting  the  mutual  rights  and 
obUgations  of  the  employer  and  of  the  apprentice  upon  the  discovery  and  cor- 
rection of  the  error.  With  reference  to  this  observation  of  your  Lordship,  I  beg 
leave  most  respectfully  to  observe,  that  it  was  the  employer  to  whom  the  law 
delegated  the  duty  of  making  out  the  classification  returns ;  and  that  the  em- 
ployer, and  not  the  labourer,  swore  to  their  having  been  made  out  agreeable  to 
certain  data  which  the  law  enjoined  him  to  attend  to.  To  keep  the  non-praedial 
labourer  longer  in  a  state  of  obUgatory  servitude  than  he  would  otherwise  be 
liable  to  be  detained,  on  account  of  an  error  on  the  part  of  his  employer  in 
placing  him  in  a  wrong  colunm  in  his  return,  whether  such  error  may  have  been 
accidental  or  intentional,  I  humbly  conceive  woulcf  not  be  justified  by  the  Act  of 
ParUament.  I  shall  await  your  Lordship's  instructions  and  the  opinions  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  with  some  anxiety. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


—  No.  130.— 
(No.  394.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  26  October  1837.  No.  130. 

With  reference  to  the  remarks  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship 
in  my  despatch  of  the  24th  instant,  No.  390,  upon  the  subject  of  the  erroneous 
registration  of  some  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  in  this  colony,  I  take  the  Uberty 
of  observing,  that  although  the  employer  may  state  that,  in  registering  a  non- 
praedial  labourer  in  the  class  of  praedial,  he  has  lost  the  nine  hours  of  labour  per 
week  which  the  non-praedial  is  obhged  to  devote  to  the  service  of  his  master 
more  than  i»  required  from  the  praedial  for  the  space  of  four  years,  yet  the  whole 
loss  amounts  only  to  1,872  hours  of  labour;   whereas  the  two  years  of  praedial 
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;h  GUIANA,  labour,  at  the  rate  of  45  hours  per  week,  to  obtain  which  he  has  given  up  the 

1,872  hours  of  non-praedial  labour,  amount  to  2,340  hours  of  labour,  leaving  a 

balance  of  468  hours  of  labour  in  favour  of  the  erroneous  registration. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmichdel  Smyth. 


No.  131. 


Order  in  Council, 
i8  Nov.  1837* 


—No.  13L— 
(No,  290.) 
CJoPT  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Gienelff  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Sm/^th,  Bart 

Sir,  Downing-street,  29  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatches,  Nos.  890  and  ^2,  dated  Uie  24th  and  26th 
of  October,  on  the  subject  of  the  erroneous  registration  of  some  of  the  appren- 
ticed labourers  in  Guiana,  as  praedial  or  non-praedial. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  first  despatch  on  this  subject,  information  of  similar 
errors  has  reached  me  from  several  other  colonies ;  and  a  careful  e^mination  has. 
consequently  been  made  of  the  provisions  of  the  several  laws  respecting  classifi- 
cation,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  new  enactment  was  required  for  the 
assertion  of  the  undoubted  right  of  the  apprentice  to  be  placed  in  that  class  to 
which  he  really  belongs. 

The  result  is,  that  these  laws  appear  to  be  all  more  or  less  ambiguous  on  the 
question  of  the  right  of  the  apprentices,  after  a  limited  period,  to  claim  a  revision 
of  the  lists.  I  think,  however,  for  the  reasons  which  you  have  assigned,  that 
this  doubt  ought  to  be  decided  in  favour  of  the  apprentices.  In  accordance  with 
a  suggestion  to  this  effect  from  the  Governor  of  Mauritius,  I  accordingly  sub- 
mitted to  The  Queen  in  Council  the  draft  of  an  order  for  declaring  the  law  on  this 
subject  in  Mauritius ;  and  Her  Majesty  in  Council  was  accqrdmgly  pleased,  on 
the  18th  of  November  1837,  to  make  an  order  for  this  purpose.  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  it  for  your  information. 

It  is,  of  course,  competent  to  The  Queen  in  Coundl  to  make  a  similar  order 
for  the  removal  of  all  doubts  on  this  subject  in  British  Guiana ;  but  Her  Majesty 
would  be  reluctant,  needlessly,  to  resort  to  the  exercise  of  that  authority.  When 
the  original  enactments  in  aid  of  the  Slavery  Abolition  Act  were  framed  for 
British  Guiana,  the  court  of  policy  requested,  and  was  permitted,  to  originate 
that  part  of  the  law.  It  appears  to  have  been  thought  that  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding was  the  best  calculated  to  place  the  local  legislature  and  the  emancipated 
slaves  in  friendly  relations  with  each  other ;  and  as  you  have  now  suggested  that 
the  proposed  amendment  of  the  law  should  be  made  in  the  ensuing  spring  session 
of  the  court  of  policy,  The  Queen  has  been  pleased  to  command  me  to  instruct 
you  to  recommend  to  that  court  the  adoption  of  a  declaratory  ordinance,  corre- 
sponding in  substance  with  the  order  in  council  of  the  18th  November  last. 

In  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  such  an  ordinance  as  I  bave  mentioned,  you 
wiU,  of  course,  instruct  the  special  magistrates  in  their  several  districts  to  give  to 
the  apprenticed  labourers,  collectively  and  individually,  the  most  distinct  intima- 
tion of  the  real  nature  of  the  law,  and  to  afford  to  every  person  who  may  have 
bn  erroneously  classed  all  necessary  advice  and  assistance  in  bringing  forward 
his  claim  for  the  correction  of  the  mistake.  You  wiU  also  consider  whether  it 
may  not  be  expedient  to  assign  to  some  one  of  the  special  magistracy  the  duty 
of  exercising  a  general  superintendence  over  all  proceedings  of  this  nature,  and 
of  bringing  all  applications  for  the  correction  of  the  lists  under  the  notice  rf  the 
judges.  It  is,  however,  happily  mmecessary  for  me  to  enter  with  any  minuteaesi 
upon  details  of  this  nature,  as  I  am  well  aware  that  your  own  zeal  for  the  welfare 
of  this  class  of  the  colonial  society,  directed  by  the  most  extensive  and  accurate 
information,  will  guide  you  to  the  best  and  most  eflRsctual  method  of  accomplishing 
the  object  in  view. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  131.  BRmsH  guiana. 

At  the  Court  at  Bttckingham  Palace,  the  18th  November  1837. 

Present, 
The  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  by  the  third  chapter  of  an  order  made  by  his  late  Majesty  in  Council,  entitled,  End.  in  No.  131. 
'^  An  Order  01  the  King  in  Council  for  giving  effect  in  the  Colony  of  Mauritius  to  the 
statute  third  and  fourth  Will.  IV.  c.  73,  for  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  throughout  the  British 
dominions,  at  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  17th  day  of  September  1834,"  certain  rules  and 
proceedmgs  are  prescribed  for  dividing  the  apprenticed  labourers  into  the  respective  Hatnrc 
of  ^praedml,"  ^'prsHiial  unattached'^  and  ^' noorprsedial,"  and  for  correcting  and  recOTdii^ 
Cttch  classification  in  the  slave  registry  of  the  colony :  And  whereas  it  is  enacted  by  the 
twelfth  article  of  the  same  chapter,,  that  '^  during  the  continuance  of  the  apprenticeship  the 
slave  registry,  so  corrected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deposited  amongst  the  records  of  the 
superior  court  of  the  colony,  and  when  any  question  shall  arise  respecting  the  class  to 
which  any  apprenticed  labourer  belongs,  such  corrected  registry,  or  a  certified  copy  thereof, 
shall  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact :" 

But  whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  apprentices  properly  "  non-praedial,"  have 
been,  in  some  instances,  erroneously  vegistered  as  ^'  prsedials,  and  it  is  just  that  any  such 
apprentice  so  erroneously  registered  should  have  tne  benefit  of  the  shorter  duration  of 
apprenticeship,  and  it  is  necessary,  for  this  purpose,  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
correction  of  such  erroneous  classification,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  fact  can  be  clearly 
estabUshed,  any  thing  contained  in  the  article  above  cited  notwithstanding : 

It  is  therefore  hereby  ordered  by  Her  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Her  Privy 
Council,  tliat  whenever  there  shall  appear  to  a  special  justice  good  grounds  for  believing  that 
an  apprentice  has  been  erroneously  clashed,  it  shall  be  competent  to  such  special  justice  to 
submit  every  such  case  to  the  chief  or  to  any  other  judge  of  the  superior  court  at  Mauritius, 
together  witfi  such  proofs  as  may  be  deemed  necessary ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  judge 
to  whom  the  case  is  submitted  to  proceed  to  hear  and  decide  the  same  in  a  summary  way, 
and  to  order  such  correction  to  be  made  in  the  classification  of  the  registry  as,  on  good  and 
gatisfactory  evidence,  he  may  judge  to  be  right  and  just ;  and  such  order  shall  have  the  same 
gffect  as  it  such  apprentice  had  been  originally  classed  under  the  amended  denomination. 

(signed)         Wm.  Z.  Bathwrst. 


/XT     ««  N  —No.  132.~ 

(No.  32.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  14  February  1838.  No.  132. 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship^s  circular  of  the  28tli  December  1837,  upon 
the  subject  of  commissioners  being  about  to  be  appointed  for  this  colony  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  such  errors  as  may  have  taken  place  in  the  classification 
returns  of  the  praedial  and  non-praedial  labourers,  I  beg  to  lay  before  your 
Lordship  a  proclamation  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  issue,  and  which,  I 
trust,  will  h^e  the  effect  of  doing  away  any  excitement,  and  of  explaining  away 
any  misapprehensicm  which  the  arrival  of  these  gentlemen  might  perhaps  other- 
wise possibly  occasion.  The  labourers  have  perfect  confidence  in  the  govern- 
ment, and  v^ll,  I  have  no  doubt,  continue  to  perform  the  duties  allotted  to  them, 
according  to  the  daises  into  which  they  may  ultimately  be  divided,  with  diligence, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  employers,. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  in  question,  I  lost  no  time  in 
laying  it  before  the  comrt  of  poUcy ;  and  I,  at  the  same  time,  introduced  a  Bill, 
extending  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  that  power  of  sununary  adjudica- 
tion and  of  amending  the  classification  returns  in  all  cases  of  complaint,  which 
they  formerly  possessed  imder  ordinance  42,  but  which  power  ceased  upon  the 
1st  August  1834. 

I  had  the  honour,  in  the  despatch  of  the  13th  November  1835,  No.  250,  F»^  Papers  re- 
addressed  by  me  to  your  Lordship,  respectfully  to  suggest  that  this  mode  should  lative  to  the  Abo- 
be  adopted,  aiid  that  an  order  in  council  should  be  issued  to  that  efiect.     It  ^*g^"  p  ^^^^^7' 
always  appeared  to  me,  not  only  that  the  judges  were  the  most  eligible  and  paw  99.^    ^ 

competent  persons  to  whom  such  an  authority  could  be  intrusted,  but  that  the 

arming  them  anew  with  a  power  which  they  once  were  in  possession  of,  would 
cause  less  excitement,  and  be  less  liable  to  misapprehension,  than  any  other 
^urse  which  could  be  adopted.  It  would  have  been  a  matter  of  the  highest 
Ratification  to  me,  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  it  would  have  been  seen  and  felt  by 
the  non-official  members  of  the  court  of  policy  in  the  same  point  of  view,  that 
the  commissioners  should  not  have  found,  upon  their  arrival  in  this  colony,  a 
single  case  to  redress.     These  gentlemen  of  the  court  of  policy  were,  however, 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.  80  avcrsc  to  my  Bill  that  I  withdrew  it ;  and  they  subsequently  threw  out  a  Bill, 
to  the  same  effect,  which  the  Attorney-general  had  introduced.  The  lists  will 
consequently  be  laid  before  the  commissioners  without  any  amendment  or 
correction ;  and,  if  I  have  been  rightly  informed,  some  exposures  of  erroneous 
classifications  must,  in  consequence,  take  place,  highly  discreditable  to  the  parties 
concerned.  The  errors  in  the  returns  will,  moreover,  I  am  led  to  apprehend,  be 
foimd,  upon  investigation,  to  be  infinitely  more  numerous  than  I  anticipated.  I 
sincerely  lament  all  these  circumstances.  That  confidence  between  the  employer 
and  the  labourer  which  I  have  been  so  anxious  to  encourage  would  have  been 
materially  strengthened,  had  the  unofficial  members  of  the  court  of  policy  readily 
co-operated  with  me  in  placing  every  labourer  in  his  proper  class.  I  respectfully 
submit  to  your  Lordship  that  they  have  acted  most  unwisely  in  not  cheerfully 
acquiescing  in  the  enactments  of  the  BiU,  calculated  as  it  was  to  correct  those 
errors  which  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  cause  to  be  corrected,  but  without  more 
pubUcity  and  excitement  than  was  unavoidable.       ^  ,  « 

(signed)         J,  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  in  No.  132. 


Proclamation  addressed  to  the  Apprenticed  Labourers  of  British  Guiana. 
J.  C.  Smyth,  British  Guiana. 
(L.  s.) 
End.  in  No.  132*  By  his  Excellency  Major-general  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Baronet,  Companion 

of  the  most  honourable  the  Militaiy  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Royal  Order  of  Hanover,  Knight  of  the  Austrian  Imperial  Order  of  Maria  Theresa, 
Knight  of  the  Russian  Imperial  Order  of  St.  Wladimir,  Governor  and  Commander- 
in-chief  in  and  over  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana,  Vice- Admiral  and  Ordinary  of 
the  same,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
My  good  Friends, 
You  have  conducted  yourselves,  ever  since  the  abolition  of  slavery,  in  a  way  to  entitle 
you  to  the  highest  praise.    You  have  paid  implicit  obedience  to  the  laws.    The  laws  know 
no  distinction  of  persons ;  and  whoever  behaves  himself  as  a  loyal  and  peaceable  subject  is 
sure  of  protection  both  in  his  person  and  in  his  property.     I  feel  confident  that  you  are 
convinc^  of  these  truths ;  and  that  you  will  continue  m  your  present  quiet  and  industrious 
habits,  the  advantages  of  which  you  experience  more  and  more  every  day. 

II. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  some  of  you  feel  dissatisfied  at  the  class  in  which  you  have 
been  registered,  and  conceive  that  you  have  been  unfairly  placed  in  the  prsedial  instead  of 
the  non-praedial  lists.  Now,  although  the  Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kmgs  has  been  pleased, 
since  last  I  addressed  you,  to  remove  from  this  transitory  world  our  good  King  William, 
who  abolished  slavery,  yet  the  same  Almighty  Disposer  of  events  has  placed  the  crown  on 
the  head,  and  the  sceptre  in  the  hands,  of  a  most  gracious  and  beloved  young  Queen,  who 
feels  equally  interested  in  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  all  her  subjects,  without  distinc- 
tion of  colour,  and  without  reference  to  the  distance  of  the  colony  in  which  they  may 
reside.  Her  Majesty  has  already  ordered  and  directed  that  gentlemen  are  to  be  sent  out  to 
this  colony  as  commissioners,  for  the  express  purpose  of  satisfying  themselves  and  reporting 
to  her  that  each  and  every  one  of  you  is  placed  in  that  class  which,  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  has  been  allotted  to  you.  You  need  not,  consequently,  suffer  any 
uneasiness  or  unhappiness  as  far  as  regards  the  class  in  which  you  have  been  placed. 
Such  of  you  as,  by  the  law  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  are  entitled  to  be  made  free  upon  the 
Ist  August  next,  are  sure  to  receive  your  complete  emancipation.  Such  of  you  as,  by 
the  same  law,  are  bound  to  continue  upon  the  estates  at  plantation  work,  at  the  rate  of 
seven  and  a  half  hours  per  day,  will  persevere  steadily  in  the  dischai^e  of  your  duty  until 
the  1st  August  1840,  when  you  will  receive  your  full  and  perfect  freedom. 

III. 

You  may  place  perfect  reliance  upon  what  I  stats  to  you.  I  expect  that  each  and  every 
one  of  you  will  remain  quietly  and  happily  at  your  present  occupations.  Be  not  uneasy 
with  respect  to  the  class  m  which  you  have  been  registered.  If  you  have  been  wrongftdly 
classed,  the  error  will  be  corrected  by  the  commissioners.  Turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  foolish 
and  idle  reports.  Lay  not  yourselves  open  to  be  accused  of  idleness  or  negligence,  or  of 
tumultuously  assembling.  Your  interests  are  watched  over  ;  and  your  happiness  is  anxiously 
desired  by  our  Queen. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  Guiana  Public  Buildings,  George  Town, 
Demerara,  this  14th  day  of  February  1838,  and  in  the  fii*st  year  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign. 

God  save  The  Queen. 
By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 
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—No.  133.— 
(No.  326.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Officer  administering  the 

Government  of  British  Guiana. 

My  Lord,  Downing-street,  1  May  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  the  despatch  of  the  late  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  dated 
the  14th  Fehruary,  No.  32,  reporting  the  refusal  of  the  court  of  policy  to  enact 
an  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  amendment  of  the  classification  returns  in  that 
colony.  Within  two  days  after  my  receipt  of  that  communication,  the  royal 
assent  was  given  to  the  Statute  1  Vict.  cap.  19,  amending  the  Act  for  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  British  West  India  Colonies.  The  19th  section  of 
that  statute  authorizes  the  Governor  of  each  colony,  if  he  shall  think  fit,  by 
proclamation,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  or,  in  the  case  of  British  Guiana, 
with  the  advice  of  the  court  of  policy,  to  make  regulations  for  this  purpose. 
But  as  there  now  appears  no  reason  to  hope  that  the  court  of  policy  wiU  concur 
in  making  any  such  regulations,  Her  Majesty  has  been  advised,  in  the  exercise 
of  her  legislative  authority  over  British  Guiana,  to  assume  the  discharge  of  this 
duty,  and  I  have  accordingly  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  an  order,  made  by 
Her  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  25th  ultimo,  by  which  provision  is  made  for  this 
purpose.  You  will  perceive  that  the  order  follows  as  closely  as  possible  the 
terms  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  selection  of  the  revisers  is  committed  by 
Her  Majesty  to  you,  subject  only  to  the  condition  that  they  shall  be  persons  who 
have  no  interest  in  any  classification  to  be  made  of  apprenticed  labourers  in  the 
colony.  You  will  make  those  appointments  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and 
you  will  instruct  the  special  justices  to  institute  in  their  respective  districts  all 
necessary  inquiries  for  ascertaining  in  what  cases  any  real  or  apparent  error  has 
occTirred  in  preparing  the  existing  lists.  For  that  purpose  they  will  enter  into 
personal  communication  with  the  apprenticed  labourers,  and  will  afford  them 
every  possible  assistance  in  bringing  their  claims  under  the  notice  of  the  revisers. 

Under  the  4th  clause  of  the  original  Slavery  Abolition  Act,  a  question  of  great 
importance  has  been  much  agitated .  The  variation  between  the  language  of  the  pre- 
amble and  enactment  of  the  clause  on  the  one  side,  and  that  of  the  following  pro- 
viso with  which  the  clause  concludes  on  the  other  side,  had  given  rise  to  an  opinion 
that  an  apprenticed  labourer  who,  during  the  continuance  of  slavery,  had  been 
employed  upon  a  plantation  not  in  agriculture  or  in  the  manu&cture  of  colonial 
produce,  but  in  work  of  a  different  description,  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  praedial 
class.  Thus  the  whole  body  of  persons  usually  designated  as  plantation  trades- 
men were  regarded  by  some  as  being  in  this  predicament,  while  others  main- 
tained that  the  real  design  of  Parliament  was  to  place  such  persons  in  the  non- 
prsedial  class.,  You  are  aware,  from  my  circular  of  the  30th  of  last  March,  that 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  adopted  the  latter  opinion,  and  reported  that  no 
apprenticed  labourer  who,  ki  his  state  of  slavery,  had  been  ordinarily  employed 
for  12  calendar  months  at  the  least  next  before  the  passing  of  the  Abolition 
Act  upon  a  plantation,  whether  belonging  to  his  owner  or  to  any  other  party, 
in  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  or  carpenter,  or  mason,  or  otherwise  as  a  mechanic, 
although  it  were  in  works  undertaken  exclusively  with  a  view  to  the  benefit  of 
the  plantation  or  of  the  produce  raised  upon  it,  should  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  praedial  class. 

In  conformity  with  this  opinion,  the  19th  section  of  the  Statute  1  Vict, 
cap.  19,  has  been  framed  in  such  terms  as  to  place  beyond  doubt  that  the  only 
test  by  which  the  two  classes  are  to  be  discriminated  from  each  other  is  to  be 
derived  from  the  fact,  whether  the  individual  respecting  whom  the  inquiry  is  made 
was  or  was  not  for  12  months  at  least  next  before  the  28th  of  August  1833 
habitually  employed  in  agriculture  or  in  the  manufacture  of  colonial  produce.  In 
the  case  of  a  man  whose  habitual  employment  during  that  period  was  that  of  a 
cooper,  a  mason,  a  carpenter,  or  an  artisan  of  any  other  description,  it  is  plain 
that  this  criterion  requires  him  to  be  classed  amongst  the  non-praedials.  You 
will  communicate  this  explanation  of  the  statute  to  the  special  justices  for  their 
guidance. 

Sir  J.  C.  Smj^h's  proclamation  of  the  14th  of  February  last  I  entirely  approve. 
The  intention  to  which  it  refers,  of  appointing  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of 
revising  the  classification  lists,  had  been  entertained  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment at  a  time  when  no  adequate  information  had  reached  us  of  the  extent  to 
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BRinsH  GUIANA,  which  errors  in  the  classification  lists  prevailed   throughout   all  the  colonies 
"""  The  intelUgence  which  I  subsequently  received  from  the  Governors  of  Jamaica 

and  of  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  indicated  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
Parliament  for  a  remedy  more  general  and  effectual  than  any  which  could  be 
suf^plied  by  the  exercise  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  the  plan  of  proceeding  by  a  Royal  Commission  was  abandoned  in  favour  of 
that  which  has  now  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


End.  in  No.  133. 


Enclosure  in  No.  133. 

At  the  Court  at  Btickingham  Palace,  Idle  25th  day  of  April  IddB, 

Plresent, 
The  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  by  the  law  in  force  in  British  Guiana  no  adequate  provision  hath  been  made 
for  revising  the  classification  of  the  smprenticed  labourers  attached  to  the  soil,  and  of 
praedial  apprenticed  labourers  not  attached  to  the  soil^  and  it  is  necessary  that  regulations 
oe  made  for  the  effectual  revision  of  the  classification  aforesaid : 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  by  The  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  Her  Privy  Council,  that  the  Governor  or  officer  administering  tlie  govemm^it  of  the 
said  colony  shall,  by  commissions  to  be  by  him  for  that  purpose  issued,  und^  the  public 
seal  theredf,  nominate  and  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  persons,  having  no  interest  m  any 
such  classification,  to  make  such  revision ;  and  that  the  persons  so  appointed  shall  have 
full  jpower  to  correct  all  such  errors  as  shall  be  proved  to  them  to  exist  in  the  said  classi- 
fication, and  that  their  decision  in  each  case  shall  be  final,  except  in  the  case  of  appeal, 
as  hereinafter  provided : 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  either  of  the  parties  to  the  said  dassiAcation  who  shall 
be  dissatisfied  vrith  the  decision  of  the  said  revisers,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  person 
on  his  or  her  behalf,  may,  within  one  calendar  nuMith  afler  such  decision  shall  have  been 
made,  appeal  against  such  decision,  by  petition  to  the  Governor  or  the  officer  administerii^ 
the  Government  of  the  said  colony  ;  and  such  Governor  or  officer  shall,  with  the  advice  of 
the  court  of  policy  of  the  said  colony,  proceed  in  a  summary  way  to  hear  and  decide  the 
matter  of  the  petition,  and  his  decision  shall  be  final,  subject  only  to  an  appeal  to  Her 
Majesty  in  Council : 

And  the  Right  honourable  Lord  GHenelg,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  is  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein  accordingly. 

(signed)        Wm.  L.  Bathurst. 


VALUATION. 

—No.  134.— 
(No.  357.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  134.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  26  Jviy  1837. 
No.  I.  Quarterly        I  beg  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  returns  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  present 
Returns.               y^^^  tl^^t  is  to  say,  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  30th  June  last.     Your  Lordship 
ISiors.  ValuatioDB.  will  observe  with  pleasure  that  we  continue  in  this  rising  colony  to  flourish,  in 
every  respect  equal  to  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmkhael  Smyth. 
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BRl'llHU  GUIANA. 
£ncl.  lyinNo.  134* 


Thx  following  QuAKTXKLT  RsTinivs  are  pdUiahed  for  general  infomution. 

By  Order  of  liia  Excellency  the  Governor, 
Gniana  Public  Biulding«»  19  My  1887*       B^  E.  F,  Fowsit  Gorennpent  Seeretery. 


(A. )    RET?^^  of  BLuuftuaxs  in  Britith  Guiana  during  tlie  June  Quarter  1837. 

1.  Marriages  by  Special  License         •-•-.-- 

2.  Ditto    -fayPnUieationoffiums         ------ 


Total 


24 
308 

332 


XB.  ^RETURN  atX}<niMmncAins  at  ds  Holy  Sacramettt  m  BritUh  (r«i<uia4uring  the  June  Quarter. 

1.  Church  of  England   ..-.-•-•---•  2»401 

2.  Churcb  of  Scotland  --.- 169 

3.  Reformed  Church  of  Hollaad 

4.  Lutheran  Church      ------------  ^ 

5.  Raman  Catholic  jChnrch     -----------  - 

6.  Church  MJasifmary  Socie^          ----------  - 

7.  Weal^an  Misaionaries        •- --  914 

8.  L<mden  Miamonary  Soeiety          .-^-^--*^-  186 

9.  Moravian  Bfissionariea        .----------  - 


Total 


3,609 


VOTAL. 


(C.  >—RETt7RN  of  Pkesoks  receiving  Instruction  in  Sehoob  in  Briiish  Quiana  during  ihe  June  Quarter. 

AfTerage  Number  Average  Number 

of  Addlts.  of  Children. 

Sunday  Schools 1»846 3,130    *     -     .     -    -   4^976 

Day  Schools 69 2,308 2,377 

Evening  Schools  •        .        .        -   1,468 680 2,038 


TOTAX    '• 


-    3,373 


-    -    6,018 


9,391 


N,  B, — No  Betnms  have  been  received  this  quarter  from  the  Reverend  the  Hector  of  the  parish  of  Trinity ;  the  Bifmisters  of 
'St  Andrew,  Gbnrch  of  HoOand,  Lutheran,  Roman  Oalholic  Churcb  and  Church: Missionary  Society ;  and  but  three  Returns  eac^ 
from  the  Blinisters  of  the  Wealeyan  and  Looidon  Missionary  Societies.     Moravian.  Bfissionary  absent  from  the  colony. 

■• 

(D. ) — RETURN  of  Convictiqhs  before  the  Supreme  Criminal  Courts  in  Britith  Guiana  during  the  June  Quarter. 

Males.  Females. 

1.  In  the  District  of  Domf  r—  airt  Bweqpibo  ,.        ^-.3,.    ,.^.-.. 

2.  In  the  District  of  Borhiee         - - - 


Total 


-      8 


(E. ) — ^RETURN  of  Coxvictions  before  the  Id&rior  Criminal  Courts  in  Briiith  Guiana  during  the  June  Quarter. 

Males.  Females. 

1.  Demerara      -        -        -         -         -        -        -        -        -        -97     -----9 

2.  Essequibo 31     -^---2 

3.  Berbice 21 3 


Total 


.  149 


-    14 


(F.  >— RETURN  of  Shxfputo,  Toknagx  and  Skamxn  entered  the  Porta  of  British  Guiaua  during  the  June  Qoarter. 

Number  of  Vessels.  Tons.  Seamen. 

1.  Demerara  and  Essequibo     -         -        -122 18,932    ....      1^138 

2.  Berbice 23 3,386    ....        208 


Total    - 


146 


22,318 


-     1,346 


(G.) — RETURN  of  LAXOUXXBa  and  Abtificsbs  imported  into  British  Guiana  during  the  June  Quarter. 

Males.  Fonales. 

1.  Demerara  ...•..^..     166 68 

2.  Berbice -         -        -70 44 

Total     -        -        -        -        236 112 

(H.) — RETURN  of  Colon  iai  Paonncx  ahipped  from  theJWis  of  British  Gmana  dxaing  the  June  Quarter. 


Sugar. 

Rum. 

Molasses. 

1     Cofiee. 

Cotton. 

1.  DEMERARA       - 

2.  BERBICE  - 

Hhtis. 

10,708 
1,889 

3-cs, 

464 
164 

Bfs. 

611 
112 

Puns. 

2,463 
623 

Hhds. 

782 
50 

Brls. 

284 

4 

Hhds, 

4,393 
662 

Trcs. 
192 

BrU. 
18 

Lbs. 

774,760 
276,400 

Bales. 

389 
316 

Total    . 

12^97 

618 

628 

3,076 

832 

288 

4,975 

192 

18    1  1,060,150 

704 

(I.  )-*R£TURN  of  the  Valdk  of  Goons  imported  into  Britith  Guiaua  during  the  June-  Quarter. 

£.         8.     <L 

1.  Into  the  Port  of  Demerara     -.---..-.   206,731     1     6 

2.  »  Berbice 36,009    8    6 

Total  Sterling     ....         £.241,740    911 

(K. )— RETURN  of  Balakcx  in  the  Colokial  Chxsts  on  the  30th  June  1 837. 

£.      ».     d. 

1.  In  the  Chest  at  Georgetown 38,283  13     2 

2.  „  New  Amsterdam 7,467     2     8| 


Compiled  from  the  Official  Returns. 

154—11. 


Total  Sterling     . 
T4 


£.46,460  16  10} 


H.  £.  F,  Young,  Government  Secretary. 
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Enclosure  2,  in  Na  134, 
RETURN  of  Appraisements  for  Demerara  and  Estequibo. 


Name 

of 

Appfentiwwi 

Labover 

•ppraiied. 


Aprfll8S7: 
y«nm      • 


Agon 


Pretent 


Jelm,  JOB. 


CatlieriDe 

Betof 

Mark      •        • 

Mattjbdia 

Oiriatiiui 

Lnctetia  * 

Mary       - 

Augustine 

Roaaline  •        » 
Frank 

Citheda  « 

Geo.  Charlea    - 


Anthony  Sampaon 

aUtu 

Toncy  OtboiiL 

Phillida  • 


Catherine  Taykr 


Phillk 


5iiMa 


Age. 


Yrt. 
23 

12 


Sez« 


Femak 


Female 


56       Female 


10 


27 
20 
27 
22 
30 
49 
27 
40 

34 
34 

44 

22 

27 

82 
26  I 
34 
16 


Male  * 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Femele 

Female 
Male    . 

Female 

Male    - 


Female 


Female 


Female 


Female 


Registered 
Employment 


P.A.fi4ad  - 
P.  A.  . 
P.  A.  midwife 
P.  A.  jobbing 
P.  U.  fidd  - 
P.  A.  field  . 
P.  A.  field  - 
P.  A.  fidd  - 
P.  A.  field  - 
P.  U.  field  . 
N.  P.  domeatie 
P.  A.  fidd  . 
P.  A.  field     . 

P.  U.  fidd  . 
N.  P.  cooper  - 

P.  A.  fidd      - 

P.  A.  fidd     . 

P.  A.  fidd      - 

P.  A.  fidd  . 
P.  A.  domestic 
N.  P.  fidd     . 


N.  P.  working 
oat. 


/ 

880 

600 
560 
330 
330 
900 

1,000 
700 

1,200 
900 
400 

1,100 
900 

990 
236 

220 

1,100 

1,000 

1,200 
660 
330 
250 


Name  of  the  Employer 

or 

Plantation. 


Fl  Helena 

PL  €ood  Hope« 

Fl  Belmont      - 

-  ditto    -         -         - 
Elmbedi  Yongraa 

PL  Met  en  Meer  Zorg 
PL  Sophia 

PLLaJdottne-      .- 
Fl  Unifiirm 
ICary  Orinion   - 
John  Coatee 
Fl  Elisabeth  Anne    - 
Fl  CoDen 

Est.  of  Joaeph  Cook,, 
dccoasod 

M.  Mack^  . 
PL  Proridenoe  • 

-  ditto    • 
•    ditto   - 

PL  Henrietta  - 
PL  AnnaRegina 
Sarah  Morgan  - 
.    ditto   - 


{ 


Names  of  Appraisers : 

1.  Appraiser  sppointed  by  Sp.  J. 

2.  Ditto,  by  Employer. 

3.  Umpire,  by  Judge  Glostcr. 


1.  William  M*CaIInm 
2   Hon.  Peter  Rose 
3.  A.  M*Queen    - 

1.  Capt  Sotithey 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  J.  J.  Knight  - 

1.  Capt.  Southey 

2.  James  Stuart 

3.  Dr.  Rankin     - 

1.  Ci^t.  Southey 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Dr.  Rankin     - 

1.  R.  Bumthom- 

2.  R.  Jordan 

3.  W.  Burnett     - 

1.  C^t.  Southey  - 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose  - 

3.  W.  E.  Pien*  - 

1.  Capt  Southey 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose 
3*  Hugh  Rogers  • 


1. 

2.  T.  Gk 

3.  Af«hibaIdM«Queen 

1.  Capt  Southey 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  Geo.  Canty     . 

1.  Capt.  Southey 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  John  Beete     - 

1.  Capt  Southey 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  David  Roae     • 

1.  Cq)t  Southey 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose 

3.  Dr.  Rankin    • 

1.  J.  F.  Padmore 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  C  Playter 

1.  Ci^t.  Soudiey 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

1.  Wm.  M'Callum 

2.  T.  Gh 

3.  G.  Cauty 

1.  Richard  Haynso 

2.  J.  J.  Knight  - 

3.  W.  E.  Peirce 

1.  Richard  Haynea 

2.  J.  J.  Knight  - 

3.  Hugh  Rogers  - 

1.  Richard  Haynes 

2.  J.  J.  Knight  - 

3.  Hugh  Rogers  - 

1.  J.  F.  Padmore 

2.  W.  E.  Pierce 

3.  Alem  Shaw     - 

1.  J.  F.  Padmore 

2.  W.  Burnett     - 

3.  J.  J.  L.  Moliere 

1.  J.  F.  Padmore 

2.  J.  J.  Knight  - 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

1.  J.  F.  Padmore 

2.  J.  J.  Knight  - 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 


,1. 


'So 


1,000 
880 

220 
600 
500 

550 
550 

330 
330 

330 
330 

594 

1,000 

900 

900 
1,300 
1,000 

600 
880 
700 

900 
1,250 
1,200 

900 
900 

330 
660 
400 

800 
1,100 
1,100 

900 
900 

600 
990 
990 

220 
250 
235 

220 
220 


Nae 

ofibeippsnil 


.CUefMeiBiik 


220  1 
220   !► 


1,100 
1,600 
1,100 

1,100 
1,600 
1,000 

1,200 
1,200 

660 
660 


300 
440 
330 

220 
330 
250 


Kot*td0iitt*i"y 
CJ. 


Chief  JaUJ*?* 
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RxTUEN  of  Apf&aiskmknts  hr  Demerara  and 

Name 
of 

3|S 

Name  of  the  Employer 

Names  of  Appraisers : 

g1^ 

Name 

Apprenticed 

Age. 

Sex. 

ij  f 

or 

1.  Appraiser  appointed  by  Sp.  J. 

1  S  1- 

of  the  approving 

Labourer 
appraised. 

Employment. 

-<o 

Plantation. 

2.  Ditto,  by  Emptoyer. 

3.  Umpire,  by  Judge  Gloster. 

^1* 

Judge. 

Mar  1837 : 

Vrt. 

/ 

/ 

lydia       -         - 

19 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,300 

Plantation  Brothers    - 

1.  Richard  Hancock 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose 

- 

1,000     ■ 
1,300 

1   Not  admitted  by 

3.  L.  Boode 

- 

1,300 

Frances    - 

67i 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

308 

Rachael  Batty    - 

1.  Captain  Southey 

. 

— 

'\ 

2.  J.  F.  Adcock 

. 

308 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

. 

388 

Hendrick 

31 

Mafe   . 

P.  A.  carpenter 

1,600 

PI.    De  Kinderen,  in  1 
St.  Luke*s  parish  .  | 

1.  Captain  Southey 

2.  P.  M.  Watson 

3.  John  Jackson  - 

':   ; 

836 
1,900 
1,600 

Sokex      . 

32 

Female 

N.  P.  field     . 

400 

Alex.  Shaw       - 

1.  Richard  Hancock 

2.  Dr.  Rankin     - 

3.  R.  C.  Whitlock 

- 

400 
400 

Sankey    - 

24 

Femak 

N.  P.  jobber  . 

400 

Est.  of  W.  Urquhart,/ 
deceased        .         -1 

1.  Captain  South^ 

2.  E.  C.  Whitlock 

3.  L.  Boode 

- 

242 
440 
400 

Pomelia  - 

44 

Female 

P.  U.  washer  - 

700 

A.  Edmondstone  &  Co. 

1.  P.  Horan 

2.  Dr.  Rankin     - 

3.  John  Lane 

"             - 

700 
700 

Lewy        -         . 

25 

Blale   - 

P.  A.  domestic 

1,200 

PL  Arthurville 

1.  Captain  Southey 

2.  T.  Bowerbank 

3.  R.  Morrifion    - 

- 

836 
1,300 
1,200 

Alwk       . 

34 

Male   . 

P.  U.  field     . 

2,200 

William  M«Keand       . 

1.  Captain  Southey 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  Charles  Pahner 

- 

1,000 
2,200 
2,200 

Friday     - 

36 

Male   - 

P.  A.  domestic 

1,450 

Capt.  Warren,  or  PI.  f 
Taymouth  Manor,  in< 
St.  Mary's  pariah  -[ 

1.  Captain  Southey 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose 

3.  E.  C.  Whitlock 

- 

308 
1,600 
1,450 

Louisa      - 

3 

Femak 

P.  U.  field      - 

1,000 

Mrs,  Ruperti     - 

1.  Captain  Southey 

2.  Richard  Hancock 

3.  Wiliam  Roberts 

- 

308 
1,100 
1,000 

Esther     - 

32 

Female 

P.  A.  field      . 

1,050 

PL  Enterprise   - 

1.  Captain  Southey 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose 

3.  Alex.  Shaw     . 

- 

800 
1,300 
1,050 

FJI^n 

24 

Famale 

P.    A.    washer 
andfidd. 

600 

PL  Belfidd,  in  Leguan 

1.  Captun  Southey 

2.  J.  Bowerbank 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

308 
600 
600 

Amelia    - 

48 

Female 

P.  A.  washer- 

716 

PL   New  Bendorff,  in  f 
Wakenaam    -         - 1 

1.  Captain  Southey 

2.  James  Matthews 

3.  S.  B.  Liot  Bacher 

308 
880 
716 

Simon     - 

35 

Male   - 

P.  A.  carpenter 

1,000 

PL  Paradise      - 

1.  Richard  Hancock 

2.  W.  RoberU     . 

3.  J.  Bowerbank 

1,000 
1,000 

^ChiefJusticeBent 

PoBy       . 

30 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

880 

.     ditto    - 

1.  Richard  Hancock 

2.  W.  Roberts     - 

3.  J.  Bowerbank 

.'.     I 

880 
880 

June  1837 : 

Stewart    - 

20 

Male   . 

P.  A.  field     - 

770 

PL  Strathayen  - 

1.  H.  Kemp        - 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  James  Anglim 

770 
770 

Sdly        -         . 

22 

Female 

P.  A.  field      . 

1,100 

PL  Good  Hope 

1.  G.  M.  Forrester 
2   James  Stuart  - 
3.  J.  J.  L.  MoHere 

1,100 
1,100 

14 

Female 

P.  A.  domestic 

660 

PL  Hibemia      - 

1.  S.  G.  Jacobs  - 

660 

Honora. 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  H.  Kemp 

660 

Mana      - 

25 

Female 

P.  U.  field      - 

800 

Executors    of     John  1 
Grant,  deceased     .| 

1.  M.  Jacobs 

2.  H.  Kemp 

3.  Dr.  M*Turk    - 

- 

800 
800 

Gifl 

33 

Male   - 

P.  A.  carpenter 

1,200 

1.  Richard  Haynes 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Colin  Simson  - 

"             " 

1,200 
1,200 

Nanny 

32 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

990 

-     ditto   ... 

1.  Richard  Haynes 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Colin  Simson  - 

':    \ 

990 
990 

Martha    . 

43 

Female 

P.  A.  domestic 

680 

PL  Wales 

1.  M.  Jacobs       - 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  D.  Rose 

—       - 

680 
580 

Gift 

31 

Male   - 

P.  A.  field      . 

1,600 

PL  Ondemeeming 

1.  S.  G.  Jacobs  - 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  Dr.  M*Turk    - 

"       " 

1,600 
1,500 

M*ry       - 

32 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,000 

PL    Sarah,  in  Wake- f 
naam  *         '         *  | 

1.  G.  M.  Forrester 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  J.  J.  L.  MoUere 

*- 

1,000 
1,000 

Betty       - 

33 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

330 

John  Thicrens,  of  Wis- J 
selvallegheid  -         -1 

1.  G.  M.  Forrester 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Richard  Hayn 

- 

330 
330 

^ 

RETURN  of  Appraisement  for  Berbke. 


George  i?cJ»,  &.  J.  P. 


June  1837: 
Louisa     - 


60 


Female 


Domestic 


700 


Wm.  Nichd8on,attach.  I 
ed  to  PI.  Enfield    -1 


1.  A.  R.  HoUingsworth 

2.  C.  Fabon 

3.  H.  J.  Baird     - 


His  Honor  S.  Firebraoe. 


154.— u. 


John  UPLeodf  Special  Magistrate. 
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154  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

BKITISH  GUIANA. 

—No.  135.— 
(No.  248.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  fipom  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

No.  135.  Sir,  Downing-street,  15  September  1837. 

I  HAVB  received  your  despatch  of  the  25th  July,  No.  357,  enclosing  various 
printed  quarterly  returns,  which  exhibit  in  a  very  clear  and  gratifying  manner  the 
general  state  of  the  colony  of  British  Guiana  under  various  statifitical  aspects. 
While  congratulating  you  on  the  general  result  of  these  jretums,  I  cannot  pass 
without  notice  the  facts  which  they  exhibit,  respecting  the  valuation  of  the  ser- 
vices of  apprenticed  labourers  seeking  their  discharge  from  apprenticeship.  In 
the  list  I  perceive  two  cases  of  children,  one  named  Francina,  and  the  other 
Louisa,  the  first  of  whom  is  represented  to  be  one  year,  and  the  second  three 
years  old.  The  first  of  these  infisints  was  valued  at  330  guilders,  and  the  second 
at  1,000.  I  take  for  granted  that  the  figures  of  the  ages  are  erroneously  printed, 
since  no  person  could  be  lawftJly  regarded  as  an  apprenticed  labourer  who  was 
not  of  the  age  of  six  years  and  upwards  on  the  1st  of  August  1834,  and  since 
it  is  incredible  that  any  value  whatever  could  be  attached  to^the  services  of  these 
children. 

I  have  not  read  without  surprise  the  valuations  in  question.  One  of  the  ap- 
prentices is  appraised  at  the  extraordinary  sum  of  2,200  guilders,  another  at 
1,600,  one  at  1,500,  one  at  1,300,  and  four  at  1,200  ;  and  several  at  other  large 
sums.  Yet  the  period  of  service  had  at  the  date  of  these  valuations  been  reduced 
to  little  more  than  three  years.  One  of  two  conclusions  seems  inevitable: 
either  the  Parliamentary  compensation  was  far  beyond  what  could  reasonably 
have  been  demanded,  or  the  remaining  service  has  been  estimated  on  the  most 
extravagant  principles  of  calculation.  If  it  be  really  true  that,  after  providing  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  field  labourer,  there  remains  to  his  eoqiloyer  a  profit  of  more 
than  730  guilders  per  annum  as  the  valuation  of  the  man  named  Alick  seems  to 
imply,  I  fear  that  the  terms  on  which  labourers  introduced  into  the  colony  are 
daily  apprenticed  must  be  most  unequal  and  injurious  to  them. 

The  variations  between  the  appraisements  made  by  the  nominees  of  the  special 
justices  and  by  those  of  the  employer  are  in  many  cases  startling.  Thus  in 
the  cases  of  the  three  apprentices  named  AUck,  Fnday  and  Louisa,  it  appears 
that  Captain  Southey's  estimate  was  in  the  first  1,000  guilders,  while  that  of  his 
associate  in  the  valuation  was  2,200.  In  the  second  of  these  cases,  Captain 
Southey  returned  the  sum  of  308  guilders,  while  his  associate,  Mr.  Rose,  a 
member  of  council,  returned  1 ,600.  In  the  third  case.  Captain  Southey  estimated 
the  apprentice  at  308  guilders,  and  Mr.  Handcock  at  1,100.  There  are  many 
other  cases  in  which  similar  variations  occur.  These  diflerences  of  opinion  are 
such  as  imply  some  difference  of  principle,  for  it  is  incredible  that  any  two  com- 
petent persons,  reasoning  on  the  same  principles,  should  habitually  reach  con- 
clusions so  entirely  repugnant  to  each  other.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  adopt 
this  conclusion,  from  observing  that  Captain  Southey 's  estimate,  as  often  as  he  is 
employed,  is  almost  invariably  lower,  and  those  of  Mr.  Rose  with  almost  equal 
certainty  is  higher,  than  that  of  their  respective  coadjutors. 

It  is  remarkable  also  that,  whereas  in  the  month  of  April,  out  of  22  cases  14 
were  decided  by  the  umpire,  and  in  the  month  of  May,  10  out  of  15  were  so 
decided  ;  in  the  month  of  June  it  appears,  that  in  every  case  the  nominees  of  the 
special  justice  and  of  the  employer  agreed  in  their  estimate  without  invoking  the 
aid  of  an  umpire  at  all.  This  is  a  variation  which  can  hardly  be  ascribol  to 
accident.     The  real  cause  of  it  would  seem  to  merit  inquiry. 

Having  thus  drawn  your  attention  to  this  subject,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  need- 
less to  impress  on  you  the  importance  of  doing  whatever  can  be  done  for  the  cor- 
rection of  any  error  or  abuse  which  may  have  prevailed  in  giving  effect  to  this 
part  of  the  law. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Glenelg. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 

—No.  136.— 
(No.  396.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  31  October  1837.  No,  136. 

I  BEG  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yom*  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  15th 
September,  No.  248,  relative  to  the  exorbitant  valuations  of  the  services  of 
apprenticed  labourers  seeking  their  discharge  from  apprenticeship.  Your  Lord- 
ship does  not  do  me  more  than  justice  in  expressing  your  opinion  that  it  is 
needless  to  impress  on  me  the  importance  of  doing  whatever  can  be  done  for  the 
correction  of  any  error  or  abuse  which  may  have  prevailed  in  giving  effect  to  this 
part  of  the  law. 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  observe  to  your  Lordship,  that  so  far  back  as 
on  the  13th  November  1835, 1  had  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship,  that  Vide  Papers  rela- 
"  the  appraisers  have  hitherto  valued  the  services  of  the  apprenticed  labourers  at  *j^®  to  the  Aboli- 
so  high  a  rate  as  to  cause  serious  inconvenience  and  discontent  amongst  such  of  ^g^   Part  q^^' 
the  labouring  class  as  have  been  able  to  save  a  little  money,  and  effectually  to  page  09.  * 

deter  many  from  purchasing  their  freedom  who,  at  a  more  moderate  price,  would 

gladly  have  availed  themselves  of  this  mode  of  procuring  immediate  emancipa- 
tion." I  ventured,  in  the  same  despatch,  to  suggest  that  rules  for  the  guidance 
of  the  appraisers  should  be  established  by  an  order  in  council.  I  entered  into 
some  details  c^  calculation,  to  show  that  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  there  would 
be  any  difficulty  in  framing  a  general  scale  to  serve  as  a  guide  for  the  appraisers. 
Your  Lordship,  however,  having,  m  your  despatch  of  the  22d  January  1836,  P^tto,  page  104. 
No.  251,  disapproved  of  my  plan,  to  which  there  appeared  to  your  Lordship 
many  serious  objections,  I  have  thought  no  more  upon  the  subject ;  but  I  have 
contented  myself,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  (in  my  despatch 
of  the  11th  March  1836)  I  should  do,  in  causing  a  periodical  nominal  return  to  be  Ditto,  page  148. 
published  of  all  apprenticed  labourers  who  may  have  piu'chased  their  emancipation 
by  appraisement ;  such  return  showing  the  names  of  the  appraisers,  the  amoimt  the 
of  the  appraisement,  and  other  particulars.  The  publication  of  such  a  docimient 
I  intended  to  operate  as  a  check  upon  exorbitant  and  unfair  appraisements. 
In  pubUshing  these  returns,  I  did  all  that  the  law  allowed  me  to  do— I  left  the 
conduct  of  the  appraisers  to  the  opinion  and  judgment  of  the  public. 

I  have  been  anxious,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  offer  the  foregoing  explanation  to 
your  Lordship.  It  might  otherwise  have  been  imagined  that  I  had  overlooked  so 
important  a  matter,  one  so  intimately  connected  with  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  the  apprenticed  labourer. 

I  am  not  aware  that  I  can  adopt  any  better  plan  for  checking  the  present 
apparently  very  exorbitant  appraisements  than  by  giving  publicity  to  your  Lord- 
ship's remarks  upon  the  subject.  I  shall,  therefore,  cause  an  extract  from  your 
Lordship's  despatch  to  be  printed  in  the  Royal  Gazette. 

I  need  hardly  observe,  that  the  ages  of  the  two  individuals  named  Prancina 
and  Louisa  have  been  erroneously  transcribed.  Instead  of  one  year  and  three 
years,  they  ought  to  have  been  returned,  the  first  at  31,  and  the  second  at  31 
years  of  age  also. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


—  No.  137.— 
(No.  415-) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Olenelg. 

My  Lord,                              Camp  House,  Demerara,  27  November  1837.            No.  137. 
With  reference  to  the  despatch  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to  your  Lord- 
ship upon  the  31st  ult.,  No.  396,  I  beg  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  accom- 
panying printed  copies  of  the  appraisements  of  the  services  of  such  apprenticed  ^' 

labourers  as  have  purchased  their  emancipation  during  the  quarter  ending  on  the 
30th  September  of  the  present  year  in  this  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 
154.— II.  u  2 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


Enclosure  in  No.  137. 
RETURN  of  Appkaisemests  for  Dewurara  and  Etsegtabo^ 


BfCuteml 

^is 

TTame  of  ^  EmpI^Tcr 

I7ame«  of  Apprmiiers : 

■^li 

Keh 

Aft 

So. 

£m|a<r)-mcat 

Ui 

or 

1,  Appraiser  appecBled 

bySp.J. 

(f  like  qytofii 

Libotinr 

ippnued* 

and 
Claanficauoa. 

Am< 
Apprai 
QuUdei 

PlantatioD. 

2.  Dittfl,  by  Einplojtr. 

3.  Umpire  by  Judge  QkHtei 

J-%t 

Ji^1»37t 

Yn- 

/. 

/ 

Alice       - 

33 

Female 

R  A.  field      - 

920 

Rrpt.  of  PI.  Hamburg 

1.  W,  Dana*       - 

2.  aainSi»si«  - 

8.  B.  J   Hopkinni 

~ 

900 

920 
920 

Mi^T    -        ' 

ai 

U$k   * 

R  A,  field      - 

1,230 

1.  Hngk  Regcn  . 

2.  James  Stanrt  - 

3.  James  Anglim 

- 

1,200 
1,200 

Sdly        -         - 

61 

Fnnale 

R  A.  fieJd      - 

900 

1.  John  Gibfas     - 

2.  Hector  Kemp  - 

3.  Geo.  Ganty     . 

- 

900 
900 

OmiOu 

"* 

Female 

*     ditto 

900 

Reps,  of  PL  Enterprise 

1.  John  Gibbs     . 

2.  Hector  Kemp  - 

3.  Geo.  Canty     - 

- 

900 
900 

Jody        .        - 

42 

Female 

P.  A.  labourer 

900 

Rpa.  of  PL  Ann's  Grove 

1.  A.Wishart     - 

2.  H.  Kemp 

3.  Rd.  Haneo(^- 

- 

800 
900 
900 

Queen     -        - 

261 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

330 

JolmCoatcs       -         . 

1.  James  An^^ 

2.  Capt. Warren. 

3.  Rd.  Haneo<^  . 

j 

330 
330 

Tom        .        . 

50 

Bfale    . 

P.  U.  woodcutter 

900 

George  Eyman  - 

1.  Rd.  HancodL  . 

2.  Hugh  Rogen  - 

3.  John  Gibbs     . 

\ 

• 

900 

900 

lumci    •         - 

55 

Female 

N.  P.  jobber  . 

300 

EUabeUi  Game 

1.  Wflliam  Roach 
3.  Dr.  Vries 

- 

300 
300 

Prinee     - 

18 

Male   . 

N.  P.  jobbing 
(N.B.  an  in* 
valid.) 

22 

Elisabeth  Game 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Dr.  Vries 

" 

22 
22 

Robert    - 

10 

Male   - 

N.  P.  none     - 

220 

Elisabeth  Game 

1.  W.  Roach       . 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Dr.  Vries 

; 

220 
220 

Kancjr     -        - 

38 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

290 

The  minors  Waddell    - 

1.  J.  M.  M'Gnsty 

2.  A.  Wishart     . 

3.  Hugh  Rogers  - 

- 

^ 

220 
400 
290 

Friday  (the 

9 

Bfale   - 

P.  A.  none     - 

264 

Reps,  of  PLTaymouth,  r 

1.  William  Hick - 

2.  WiUiam  Arrinden 

- 

264 
264 

younger). 

minor  -         -         - 1 

3.  A.  Wishart     - 

« 

_ 

May        -        - 

28 

Male   . 

N.  P.  labourer 

1,500 

J.  P.  Spaman    - 

1.  Hugh  Rogers  - 

2.  Rd.  Hancock  - 

3.  Dr.  Vries 

- 

- 

1,500 
1,500 

Kancy     - 

44 

Female 

R  A.  waaher  - 

660 

Pin.  Blaryville  - 

1.  Rd.  Hancock  - 

2.  Charles  Pahner 
a  Hector  Kemp  - 

- 

- 

- 

660 
660 

OurfJoltiKl 

Daboo     - 

28 

Female 

R  A.  field      - 

770 

Phis.  Rome  and  Houston 

1.  Colin  Simson  - 

2.  A.  F.  Baird     - 

3.  David  Rose     - 

- 

i 

800 
700 
770 

Aiiguftl8d7t 

Maria      -        . 

26 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

800 

Reps,  of  PI.  Bhmkenburg 

1.  R.  S.  Tnrton  - 

2.  £.  L.  Christiani 

3.  J.  V.  Nedderman 

- 

- 

750 
850 
800 

Rebecca  - 

16 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

220 

The  minors  Harper     • 

1.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

2.  £.  L.  Christiani 

3.  — 
1.  J.  F.  Padmore 

" 

220 
220 

Roiy 

17 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

300 

Amelia  Hendy  - 

^ 

^ 

300 

2.  Jas.  Stuart      - 

3.  — 
I.  R  S.  Turton  - 

- 

- 

300 

Eve         .        - 

23| 

Female 

N.  P,  domestic 

260 

The  minors  Waddell   - 

_ 

. 

220 

2.  A.  Wishart     - 

. 

. 

300 

3.  £.  L.  Christiani 

_ 

. 

250 

Heodrick 

22 

Male   . 

P.  U.  field      . 

660 

The  estate  of   E.  C.  / 

1.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

2.  £.  L.  Christiani 

3.  — 

" 

- 

660 
660 

Samuel    -        ^ 

21 

Bfale   . 

1,200 

The  Reps,  of  PI.  Farm 

1.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

2.  £.  L.  Christiani 

3.  R  J.  Merchant 

• 

- 

1,100 
1,200 
1,200 

LaFleur  - 

22 

Male    - 

R  A.  field      - 

1,200 

-     ditto    -         -         - 

1.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

2.  E.  L.  Christani 

3.  R  J.  Merchant 

- 

" 

1,100 
1,200 
1.200 

Jeimy      .        - 

36 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

840 

Reps,  of  PI.  Triumph 

1.  R  S.  Turton  - 

2.  U.  J.  F.  Bach 

3.  — 
1.  Thos.  Hubbard 

•• 

- 

840 

840 

Pomona  - 

3H 

Female 

P.  A.  nurse    - 

800 

Reps,  of  PI.  Hope       - 

^ 

^ 

800 

2.  U.  J.  F.  Rarh  - 

. 

. 

800 

3.  A.  E.  Luthers 

- 

- 

— 

Belinda    - 

38i 

FcniaJe 

P.  A.  jobber  . 

700 

Reps,  of  PL  La  Bonne  f 
Intention       -         - 1 

1.  H.  Montaroux 

2.  Jas.  Stuart      - 

3.  S.  B  L.  Backer 

" 

" 

700 
700 

William  - 

52 

Male   . 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,000 

Reps,     of    PL    Goodf 
Success         -        - 1 

1.  Thos.  Hubbard 

2.  J.  A.  Holmes. 

3.  Richard  Haynes  - 

- 

- 

1,000 
1,000 
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RxTUBir  of  Appbaisbmkkts  fi>r  Demerara  and  Etsequiba — continned. 

Name 
of 

Registered 

ii°- 

Name  of  the  Employer 

Names  of  Appraisers : 

(At 

Name 

Apprenticed 

Age. 

Sex. 

Employment 

or 

'rA 

oithtupprof'mg 

Labourer 
appraised. 

and 
Dfiwiffntion. 

^11 

Plantation. 

2.  Ditto,  by  Employe 
8.  Umpire,  by  Judge 

r: 
Gloster. 

Val 

given  i 

Ap] 

Judge. 

August  1837: 

Yrs, 

/. 

/. 

ncwecca            > 

m 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

960 

Reps,  of  PI.  Garden  off 

1.  Richard  Haynes 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose  - 

- 

880 
1,000 

3.  Jas.  Pinkerton 

950 

Chariotte 

27 

Female 

P.  A.  domestic 

460 

Reps,    of    H.    Great  f 
Diamond      -         -| 

1.  Thos.  Hubbard 

2.  Richard  Hames 

3.  A.  B.  Goring  - 

460 
450 

Henry      - 

32 

Male   - 

N.  P.  domestic 

330 

T.  Fetherston  and  Co. 

1.  Richard  Haynes 

2.  J.  A.  Hohnes  . 

3.  Thos.  Hubbard 

330 
330 

Jan 

23 

Male   . 

P.  U.  field      . 

900 

Estate  of  E.  C.  MoU, / 
deceased       .        .] 

1.  H.  Montaronx 

2.  £.  L.  Christiani 

3.  J.  A.  Hohnes  - 

900 
.900 

Sophie     . 

39 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

250 

Colonel  Goodman 

1.  S.B.L.  Backer 

2.  Thomas  Hubbard 

218 
300 
250 

September  1837: 
Maria       .         - 

54 

Female 

N.  P.  domestic 

220 

The  estate  of  F.  Cort,/ 
deceased        -         .|^ 

1.  A.  Wishart      - 

2.  Colin  Simson  - 

3.  D.  Rose 

- 

220 

220 

Tom 

31 

Male   . 

P.  A.  cooper  - 

1.661 

The  Reps,  of  Pin.  Tus- J 
schen  de  Vrienden  .1 

1.  Capt.  Southey 

2.  A.  A.  Frank    - 

3.  J.  F.  ObermuUer 

*         * 

1,122 
2,244 
1,661 

William   . 

n 

Male   - 

N.  P.  It.  vvork 

110 

Thomas  Finlayson 

1.  Capt.  Southey 

2.  S.  Harvey 

3.  G.  Bonyun      - 

- 

110 
110 

Alexander 

15 

Male   - 

N.  P.  It,  work 

176 

Thomas  Finlayson 

1.  Capt.  Southey 

2.  S.  Hairey 

3.  G.  Bonyun      - 

- 

176 
176 

1  Chief  JttstictB«at 

Madelaine 

47 

Female 

P.  U.  field      - 

660 

Caroline  Count- 

1.  Capt.  Southey 

2.  Colin  Simson  . 

3.  Geo.  Cauty      - 

- 

220 
750 
660 

Polly        - 

29 

Female 

P.  A.  field      . 

440 

Reps,  of  Pin.  La  Bonne/ 
Mere  -         -         -1 

1.  D.  M'Arthur  - 

2.  Jas.  Stuart      - 

- 

440 
500 

3.  Geo.  Bonyun  - 

. 

440 

Bess 

30 

Female 

P.  A.  agrict.  - 

880 

Repe.ofPhL  DriU     . 

1.  A.  Wishart      - 

2.  H.  Kemp 

3.  8.  Harvey 

- 

880 
880 

/ 

Bfary        . 

57 

Female 

P.  A.  washer  - 

572 

Reps,  of  PL  New  Hope 

1.  W.B.  Pollard 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Colin  Simson  - 

-;  ; 

500 
700 
572 

Ruth 

9 

Female 

P.  A.  none     - 

132 

Reps.ofPl.  Canefidds 

1.  George  Bear    - 

2.  Colin  Simson  - 

3.  David  Rose      - 

"     " 

132 
132 

Theresa   • 

30 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,000 

Reps,  of  Pk.  Marion,  f 
ville    -        .        .1 

1.  A.  Shaw 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

- 

1,000 
1,000 

3.  M.  Steele 

. 

— 

Jono 

24 

Female 

P.  A.  field      . 

950 

Reps,  of  Pin.  PleasingJ 
Hope  -        .        .| 

1.  H.  Kemp 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

- 

950 
950 

3.  James  Taylor  - 

, 

__ 

Henrietta 

13 

Female 

P.  A.  d.  gang 

637 

Reps,  of  Pb.  Cullen  - 

1.  W.  B.  Pollard 

2.  James  Taylor  - 

;  ; 

672 
640 
637 

Dido         .        . 

24i 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

800 

Reps,  of  Phi.    Three/ 
Friends           -         -1 

1.  Thomas  Day    - 

2.  Colin  Simson  - 

- 

800 
800 

' 

3.  Geo.  Bonyun  - 

"     * 

"" 

Georgt  Ron,  s.  j.  t. 


—  No.  138.— 
(No.  10.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  19  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  return  of  the  apprenticed 
labourers  who  have  purchased  their  complete  emancipation  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  1837. 

I  have,  &c, 

(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


No.  138. 


54.-II. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


Enclosure  in  No.  138. 
RETURN  of  Appraisements  for  Denerara  and  Estequibo. 


Name 
of 

Regirt<»ed 

Name  of  the  Empl^wr 

Names  of  .^ipraisets : 

gli 

Xoe 

Apprcntioed 

Age. 

Sex. 

Employment 
and 

or 

1.  Appraiser  appointed  by  Sp.  J. 

III 

^^mnn 

Labourer 
appraised. 

Oaanfioation. 

^1 

Plantation. 

2.  Ditto,  by  Employer. 

3.  Umpire,  by  Judge  Norton. 

Nov.  1887: 

r«. 

/. 

/• 

Siuamiali          • 

86 

FenuJe 

P.  A.fieU      . 

900 

Pin.  Torkeyen  - 

1.  M*  Dyett 

2.  E.  L.  Oiristiani 

3.  J.  M.  M*Gu8ty 

- 

900    1 
900 

CUMil 

James 

28 

Male   - 

N.  P.  domestie 

300 

Linette  Kendrick 

1.  R.  B.  Knight,  jr. 

. 

226    ' 

2.  N.  ChafHnan   - 

- 

374 

3.  H.  Kemp        - 

. 

300 

Lucretia  - 

fie 

Finale 

P.  A.  field      . 

900 

^PhLUnifiirm    - 

1.  J.  Abrams      - 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  Jan  Koert 

':    ': 

900    > 
900 

Sopliia     - 

66 

Female 

P.  A.pr»dial 

900 

Pin.  Lima 

1.  W.  P,  Reid     - 

2.  Andrew  DaTidson 

3.  David  Rose     - 

- 

780 

1,000 

900 

Ned 

36 

Male   - 

P.  U.  field      - 

990 

H.  Bnrton 

1.  J.S.Panidl    - 

2.  J.  V.  Naddermaa 

3.  David  Rose     - 

;  ; 

990 
990 

Amelia    -        • 

30 

Female 

P.  A.  field     . 

800 

Phi.  Anna  Catharina  . 

1.  M.  Dyett 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  J.  M.  M*Gu8ty 

•            - 

800 
800 

Affiba      .        . 

36 

Female 

P.  U.  field      - 

800 

JUvMitdMA  - 

1.  Jan&oert       - 

2.  H.  Kemp 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

•            " 

800 
800 

26 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,000 

PfaLBstseU'aLiist    . 

1.  Hugh  RobertsQB 

2.  £.  L.  Christiani 

3.  D.  Rose 

i    ': 

750 
1,000 
1.000 

PluUp      -        . 

47 

Male   - 

P.  A.  field      . 

1,100 

PhL  Vanxhan&West- f 
minster         -         -| 

1.  M.  Jacoly       - 

" 

1,000 
1,200 

3.  £.  L.  Christiani 

. 

1,100 

Thomaa  - 

36 

Male   - 

P.  4.fidd      . 

1,200 

PhL  Stvathavon 

1.  P.  Horan 

2.  G.  Bonyun      - 

3.  W.  P.  Reid     - 

*       " 

900 
1,200 
1,200 

Mary  or  Maria  - 

26 

Female 

P.  U.  field      - 

760 

1.  J.  M.  MKiusty 

2.  C.  Liebau 

3.  Joseph  Beete   - 

- 

760 
750 

Je«y       .        . 

64 

Female 

P.  U.  field      - 

800 

Rev.  V.  W.  £^iBan  - 

1.  G.  F.  Fraskidi 

2.  C.  Cross 

3.  George  Eraser 

- 

800 
800 

Michael   . 

27 

Male   - 

P.  U.  field      - 

936 

John  H.  WalBM 

1.  W.  B.  Pottai4 

2.  George  Fi-aaer 

3.  Joseph  Baum  - 

- 

935 
935 

George    - 

2$ 

Male   . 

N.  P.  Carpenter 

440 

William  Fraser  - 

1.  George  Eraser 

2.  A.  M<Lann    - 

3.  J.  A.  Sievewright 

- 

440 
440 

Fanny      - 

61 

Female 

P.  A.  fidd      - 

650 

DonaldBeid      . 

1.  Jan  Koert 

2.  H.  Howes        - 

3.  J.  Coates 

- 

650 
650 

(WJiitiBi 

Lizzy       -    .     . 

30 

Female 

P.  U.  timber. 

990 

The  Umn  of  H.  W.  f 

1.  Charles  Qnoss  - 

. 

990 

cutter. 

Pollard         -         •< 

2.  Geo.  Bonyun  - 

3.  Jas.  Stuart      - 

- 

990 

JackWiU 

49 

Male    . 

P.  A.  cooper  - 

1,200 

Phi.  Dochfour  - 

1.  Thomas  Day  - 

2.  A.  A.  Frank   . 

3.  L.W.  Boode   - 

':    ': 

305 
1,300 
1,200 

Henrietta 

17 

Female 

N.  P.  jobbing 

220 

Mary  Rose  Stewart     - 

1.  E.  L.  Christiani 

2.  Hon  P.  Rose 

3.  W.  P.  Reid     - 

' 

154 
220 
220 

Barbary  - 

22 

Female 

N.  P.  field      - 

200 

Michael  Thompson     - 

1.  Geo.  Firaser    - 

2.  W.  Tan  Sertima 

3.  J.  M.  M'Gusty 

"       " 

180 
200 
200 

Pitt 

24 

Male   - 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,320 

•  Phi.  Le  Repentir 

1.  Chas.  Cross     - 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  Hon.  P.  Rose 

- 

1,320 
1,320 

Mary       - 

19J 

Female 

P.  A.  none      - 

800 

Pin.  Litde  DiamvDd  - 

1.  C.  Liebau        - 

2.  G.  F.  Fraddni 

\    I 

800 
800 

3*  Joseph  Baum  - 

— 

PetroneOa 

64 

Female 

P.  A.  Booe     . 

200 

Phi.  ProFidense 

1.  Jan  Koort      - 

2.  H.  Kemp 

3.  Thomas  Day  - 

- 

176 
264 
200 

Fimnky    . 

44 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,000 

Fin.  Anoandale 

1.  Thomas  Day  - 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

- 

76t 
1,000 

Xantippe 

36 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

860 

PhL  Vauxhan&  West- f 
minster         -         -  j 

1.  H.  Kemp 

2.  Jan  Koert 

3.  George  Bonyun 

. 

860 
850 

FranB 

46 

Male    . 

P.  A.  field      - 

660 

PhL  Hague 

1.  P.  Horan 

2.  James  Stuart  - 

3.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

- 

660 
660 

Hagar      - 

29 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

760 

PhL  Hibemia    - 

1.  Thomas  Day  - 

2.  George  Bonyun 

3.  J.  M.  M'Gusty 

- 

600 

1,000 

750 

Frederick,  afiof 

43 

Male   - 

P.  A.  cooper  - 

1,^09 

PhL  Rniflmld  - 

1.  C.  Liebau 

- 

1,000 

Job. 

2.  H.  Kemp        - 

3.  J.  Coates 

- 

1,000 

/ 
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Rbtukn  of  Apfraisimknts  for  Demerara  and  Etseqmbo — continued. 

Name 

of 

Registered 

'^0 

Name  of  the  Employer 

Names  of  Appraisers : 

Valuation 

given  in  by  each 

Appraiser. 

Name 

Apprentieed 

Age. 

Sez. 

Employment 

or 

of  the  approving 

Labourer 

and 

-^o 

Plantation. 

2.  Ditto,  by  Employer. 

Judge. 

appraised. 

Caamfication. 

3.  Umpire,  by  Judge  Norton. 

Dec.  1887: 

Trt. 

/. 

/ 

Joanna     - 

35 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

850 

PL  Spring  Hall. 

1.  J.  M.  M  Crusty 

2.  A.  Pearson     - 

3.  E.  Dawson       - 

850      ^ 
850 

Eliaabetb. 

38 

Female 

P.A.fidd      - 

hooo 

PLGoodHope- 

1.  S.  B.  L.  Backer 

2.  James  Stuart  . 
3.J.  M.  M*Gusty 

1,000 
1,000 

Robin 

30 

Able  - 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,600 

Creiwdl  Spencer 

1.  J.  P.  Hicks     . 

2.  Hon.  P.  Rose  - 

3.  James  Stuart  - 

1,600 
1,600 

ArabeUa- 

12i 

Female 

P.  U.  none     - 

800 

.    ditta  .        .        . 

1.  GeorgeRunde 
2   Hon.  P.  Rose  . 
3.  M.  Steel 

800 
800 

Caenr      - 

46 

Male  - 

P.  U.  domertic 

1,150 

W.  E.  Tbompwm 

1.  E.  Berry 

2.  M.  Steele 

3.  E.  Dawson      - 

- 

1,150 
1,150 

occna     "        " 

76 

Female 

P.A.fidd      - 

32 

PI.  Stratbafm  - 

1.  S.  B.  L.  Bteker 

2.  A.  Pearson 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

22 

110 

22 

Nancy      - 

47 

Female 

N.P.deneatie 

220 

wmiamOMe     - 

1.  Geo.  Wight     - 

2.  J.  P.  Hicks    - 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

220 
220 

Noel 

37 

Male   . 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,450 

PLCaiantilly     - 

1.  S.  B.  L.  Backer 

2.  D.  M'Arthur  . 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

1,450 
1,450 

Betty        • 

24 

Female 

P.  A.field      . 

800 

PI.  HoffVanAurich 

1.  S.  B.  L.  Backer 

2.  James  Stuart   - 

3.  J.  M.  M'Gusty 

630 
800 
800 

Franky    - 

44 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,000 

PL  Ogle  -        -        . 

1.  S.  B.  L.  Backer 

2.  CresweU  Spencer 

3.  J.  M  M'Gusty 

1,000 
1,000 

>Chie0intieeBent 

Piutbe     . 

31 

Female 

P.  A.  fleU      . 

800 

PL  Wales 

1.  A.  Stevenson  - 

2.  Hon.P.  Rose  - 

3.  Geo.  Runcie  - 

800 
800 

Dorinda  - 

57 

Female 

P.  A.  field,     . 

880 

PL  EUiabethAnn 

1.  S.  B.  L.  Backer 

2.  JamesStuart   - 

3.  J.  M.  M»Gusty 

880 
880 

Fran9oi»  - 

27 

Male   - 

P.  A.  field      - 

1,100 

PL    De  Kinderen  in/ 
St.  Mark's     .        -1 

1.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

2.  E.  L.  Christiani 

3.  W.  Davison    . 

900 
1,100 
1,100 

. 

Ophelia   - 

26 

Female 

P.  A.  field      - 

880 

PL  Ogle  -        .        . 

1.  GeorgeRunde 

2.  W.  Davison     - 

3.  J.  F.  ObermuIIer 

880 
880 

Joe. 

29 

Male  - 

P.  A.  boat, 
captain 

1,800 

PL  Henridtta    - 

1.  M  Steele 

2.  Colin  Simeon  - 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

1,250 

1,880 
1,800 

Sarah      - 

41 

Female 

P.   A.  wasber- 
woman 

880 

PI.  Patientia     - 

1.  James  Pinkerton 

2.  Thomas  Brown 

3.  Adam  Pearson* 

880 
880 

Margaret  - 

20 

Female 

P.  A.  field       - 

880 

-    ditto   - 

2.  Thomas  Brown 

3.  Adam  Pearson 

880 
880 

Mary       - 

23 

Female 

N.  P.  drudge  . 

264 

AloaaderWiahart     - 

1.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

2.  James  Pinkerton 

3.  E.  L.  Christiani 

176 
264 
264 

Cecilia     - 

10 

Female 

P.  A.  Creole 

440 

PL  WimlTdlegbeid   - 

1.  Geo.  Runcie    - 

2.  James  Pinkerton 

3.  R.  S.  Turton  - 

440 
440 

/ 

N.  B. — There  were  no  appraisements  in  October. 


Gtorge  Ron,  s.  j.  p. 


RETURN  of  Appraisements  for  Berbice  daring  ihe  Months  of  October,  November  and  December  1837. 


Toney  - 

Katje  . 

Amelia  - 

MoDy  - 

Tocto  - 

Klartje  - 
Maria 


Male   - 

. 

Female 

. 

Female 

. 

Female 

. 

Female 

. 

Female 

" 

Female 

P.  u. 
p.  u. 

N.  p. 
P.  A. 
P.  A. 
P.  A. 
P.  U. 


1,200 
600 
160 
880 
800 
400 
550 


John  Chishohn,  senr. 
Baillie  Chishokn  &  Co. 
Susannah  Williams      * 
PI.  Philaddphia 
PLBlayndhal    - 
-    ditto  -         -        . 
Estate  of  A.  Krieser   - 


Judge  Firebraee. 


WaUtr  Howard  Ware^  s.  j.  r. 


154.— II. 
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i6o  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

BlUTLSH  GUIANA. 

—No.  139.— 

(No.  24.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No,  139.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  12  February  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  15th  September,  No.  248, 
in  which  the  name  of  Mr,  Peter  Rose,  a  member  of  the  court  of  policy,  is  quoted 
as  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  constantly  appraised  the  value  of  the  services 
of  apprenticed  labourers  desirous  of  purchasing  their  emancipation  at  a  high  and 
S!?fri/l??  ^'^^  exorbitant  rate,  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  statement 
_  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Rose,  accompanied  by  several  explanatory  documents. 
I  beg  to  add,  that  I  have  not  deemed  it  right  to  cause  any  reply  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Rose.  The  prolongation  of  the  discussion  could  afford  no  satisfactory  result ; 
and  as  we  are  daily  approaching  to  the  period  when  the  valuations  in  question 
wiU  no  longer  be  resorted  to,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  better  arrangement  can  be 
adopted  than  the  periodical  publication  of  the  appraisements,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  appraisers, — a  measure  which  I  have,  for  some  time  back,  caused 
to  be  enforced. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         J,  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Peter  Rote. 


Enclosures  in  No.  139. 


Observations  on  Lord  GleneIg*B  Despatch,   dated  15  September  1837,  respecting  the 
Appraisements  of  the  Services  of  Apprenticed  Labourers  in  Aprils  May  and  June  1837. 

EncLin  139.  The  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg,  in  a  despatch  dated  the  15th  September  last, 

an  extract  of  which  was  published  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  this  colony  for  general  infor- 
mation on  the  31st  October  following,  in  commenting  on  the  various  appraisements  referred 
to  in  that  despatch,  having  personally  alluded  to  me  as  an  appraiser  and  member  of- the 
court  of  policy,  I  have  conceived  it  a  auty  I  owe  to  myself  to  submit  the  following  observa- 
tions in  justification  of  my  appraisements,  and  moreover  thus  publicly  to  state  them,  so  as 
to  disabuse  the  public  mind,  which  might  be  led  to  suppose,  from  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
by  his  Lordship,  that  injustice  had  been  done  to  the  apprenticed  labourers  by  the  nominees 
of  employers  in  estimating  the  value  of  the  remainder  of  their  services. 

His  Lordship  expresses  his  surprise  at  the  high  rate  at  which  the  services  of  certain 
apprenticed  labourers  have  been  valued  ;  and  upon  reference  to  thpse  appraisements,  I  find 
that  1  was  an  appraiser  on  the  part  of  employers  in  seven  cases,  and  most  of  those  cases 
have  been  selected  by  his  Lordship  as  instances  of  "  extraordinary  appraisements."  His 
Lordship  must  recollect  that  it  is  not  the  young,  the  old  or  the  infirm  who  apply  to  have 
their  services  appraised,  but  mostly  those  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  whose  services  are  most 
valuable.  In  proof  of  this  opinion,  the  appraisements  of  April,  May  and  June  last,  referred 
to  by  his  Lordship,  will  show  that  out  of  47  persons  whose  services  were  appraised,  only 
four  were  above  45  years  of  age,  and  three  above  40. 

Upon  every  occasion  where  I  have  been  called  upon  to  act  as  an  appraiser,  I  have  inva- 
riably been  governed  in  my  opinion  b^  the  qualifications  and  descriptions  of  the  persons  to 
be  appraised,  and  also  the  pnce  at  which  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers  were  selling 
for,  both  at  pubhc  and  private  sale. 

His  Loixlsiiip,  upon  reference  to  documents  attached,  numbered  1  to  10,  will  perceive  the 
description  of  persons  whose  services  were  appraised,  and  who  were  more  immediately 
alluded  to  in  his  Lordship's  despatch,  with  respect  to  the  value  of  the  services  of  appren- 
ticed labourers,  and  in  support  of  the  views  I  have  taken  as  to  that  value.  Let  his  Lordship 
refer  to  the  return  of  the  sale  of  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers  at  public  vendue 
between  the  Ist  of  April  and  the  31st  of  October  1837,  as  contained  in  document  marked 
(A.)  It  will  be  there  seen  that  non-prsedials,  whose  term  of  service  was  only  15  months, 
were  sold  as  high  as  1,100  guilders,  and  that  the  services  of  17  praBdials  unattached,  sold 
by  order  of  the  representatives  of  the  estate  of  Cook,  deceased,  were  purchased  together 
at  an  average  of  812  j^ilders,  and  of  that  number  five  may  be  said,  from  their  acre,  to  be 
incapable  of  performing  any  work,  thereby  increasing  the  value  of  the  remainder.  Bj 
reference  to  private  sales,  as  contained  in  documents  marked  (B.),  (C),  (D.)  and  (E.),  his 
Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  services  of  22  P.  U.  labourers,  belonging  to  W.  M*Keand, 
were  purchased  on  the  23d  November  1837  for  the  sum  of /.  36,300,  being  an  average  of 
1,660  guilders.  The  services  of  12  P.  U.  labourers,  belonging  to  D.  Grant,  were  purchased 
on  the  23d  November  1837  for  the  sum  of  19,800  guilders,  being  an  average  of  1,650 
guildei*s.  The  services  of  six  P.  U.  labourers,  belonging  to  J.  Bowerbank,  were  purchased 
on  the  23d  November  1837  for  9,900  guilders,  being  an  average  of  1,650  guilders.  The 
services  of  49  P,  U.  labourers,  belonging  to  C.  Spencer,  were  purchased  on  the  1st  December 
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now  look  at  the  registration  of  these  people :   of  those  purchased  from  W.  M^Keand,  

11  were  above  50  years  of  age,  and  one  above  45 ;  of  those  from  D.  Grant,  six  above  50 
years ;  of  those  from  Boweroank,  two  above  50  years  and  one  above  45 ;  of  those  from 
C.  Spencer,  10  were  above  50  and  12  above  45.  In  comparing,  then,  the  appraisements 
whicn  appear  so  enormously  high  to  his  Lordship,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  fall  far  short  of 
the  actual  value  of  labour ;  and  the  better  to  elucidate  this  point,  take  the  average  of  each 
month,  or  the  total  of  the  three  months,  in  which  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers  have 
been  valued,  and  his  Lordship  will  find  that  the  average  for  April  would  be  712  guilders. 
May  9S7,  and  June  893,  or  oi  the  three  months  together,  838  guilders. 

His  Lordship,  from  those  returns  of  appraisement,  draws  conclusions  which  appear  incom- 
prehensible. His  Lordship  states  that  "  either  the  Parliamentary  compensation  was  far 
beyond  what  could  reasonably  be  demanded,  or  the  remaining  service  has  been  estimated 
on  the  most  extravagant  principles  of  calculation."  I  have  already  proved  that  the  appraise- 
ments fell  fer  short  of  the  actual  rate  at  which  labour  is  disposed  of  in  this  colony,  and 
therefore  the  latter  conclusion  is  already  answered.  But  with  respect  to  the  compensation 
received,  one  would  be  led  to  infer,  from  his  Lordship's  opinion,  that  the  compensation- 
money  was  granted  as  the  difference  between  the  then  value  of  slaves  and  the  value  of  their 
labour  during  the  apprenticeship ;  but  such,  his  Lordship  must  be  aware,  was  not  the  case. 
The  compensation-money  was  given  as  a  supposed  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  labour  which 
the  proprietor  would  be  deprived  of  by  the  Emancipation  Act.  If,  therefore,  the  remainder 
of  the  semces  of  tlie  apprenticed  labourers  be  as  valuable  as  I  have  established  them  to  be, 
the  very  reverse  of  his  Lordship's  conclusion  must  follow,  and  the  proprietors,  so  far  fit)m 
receiving  more  than  "  could  have  been  demanded,"  were  entitled  to  a  larger  amount  of 
compensation  for  that  increased  loss  which  they  will  sustain  by  the  termmation  of  the 
apprenticeship. 

His  Lordship  next  states,  "that  if  it  be  really  true  that,  after  providing  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  field  labourer,  there  remains  to  his  employer  a  profit  of  more  tnan  730  guilders  per 
annum,  as  the  valuation  of  the  man  Allick  seems  to  imply,  I  fear  that  the  terms  on  which 
labourers  introduced  into  the  colony  are  daily  apprenticed  must  be  most  unequal  and  inju- 
rious to  them."  His  Lordship  must  recollect  that  the  importation  of  these  labourers  is 
attended  with  great  risk  and  expense ;  that  they  are  people  who  are  unaccustomed  to  this 
climate,  and  to  the  system  of  labour  in  this  colony ;  that  they  are  people  of  whom  nothing  is 
known  as  to  character  or  disposition ;  and  that  a  considerable  time  must  elapse  before  those 
by  whom  they  are  imported  can  derive  any  advantage  firom  their  labour.  His  Lordship  can- 
not therefore  compare  people  labouring  under  these  disadvantages  with  such  valuable  per- 
sons as  Allick,  Fnday,  Louisa  and  others  ;  the  former,  it  vrill  be  seen  by  Document,  No.  9, 
was  offered  924  guilders  a  year,  with  house  doctor  and  allowances  ;  and  Friday  now  receives 
a  salaiT  of  1,000  guilders  a  year.  His  Lordship  must  frirther  remember  that  a  great  benefit 
is  conferred  upon  the  imported  labourers  by  ftimishing  in  many  cases  the  apprenticed 
labourers  with  the  means  of  purchasing  their  discharge  fit)m  apprenticeship,  vrithout  any  ex- 
pense to  themselves,  removing  them  from  those  islands  where,  from  the  poverty  of  soil,  they 
vrith  difiSculty  obtained  a  livelihood,  and  who,  when  their  term  of  service  has  expired,  will  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  other  free  people. 

The  next  subject  to  which  his  Lordship  i-efers  is  "  the  variations  between  the  appraise- 
ments made  by  the  nominees  of  the  special  justice,  and  by  those  of  the  employer*^'  In  the 
opinion  expressed  by  his  Lordship  on  this  pomt,  I  cannot  but  concur,  for  as  his  Lordship 
states,  ^*  These  differences  are  such  as  imply  some  difference  of  principle,  for  it  is  incredible 
that  any  two  competent  persons  reasoning  on  the  same  principles  should  habitually  reach 
conclusions  so  entirely  repugnant  to  each  other."  Having  already  given  my  reasons  for  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  by  me,  let  his  Lordship  call  upon  Captain  ^uthey,  to  whom  reference 
18  made,  to  state  upon  what  principle  of  reasoning  he  estimates  the  value  of  labour ;  by  what 
method  of  calculation  he  valued  the  services  for  three  years  of  the  man  Friday,  and  the 
woman  Louisa  at  308  guilders,  when  Captain  Southey  knows  that  the  hire  for  a  common 
domestic  for  one  yekr  is  upwards  of  360  guilders.  It  is  not  for  me  to  question  the  com- 
petency of  individuals  to  appraise  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers,  but  Captain  Southey, 
m>m  his  retired  habit  of  Ute,  and  from  the  little  opportunity  he  has  had  of  judging  of  the 
value  of  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers,  could  not  be  said  to  possess  that  neces- 
saiy  qualification  for  an  appraiser. 

In  reference  to  his  Lordship's  remarks  **  that  in  the  month  of  April,  out  of  22  cases,  14 
were  decided  by  the  umpires,  and  in  the  month  of  May,  10  out  of  15  were  so  decided  ;  in 
the  month  of  June  it  appears  that  in  every  case  the  nominees  of  the  special  justice  and  of 
the  employer  a^eed ;'  it  appears  that  in  the  months  of  April  and  May,  of  the  24  cases 
alluded  to  by  his  Lordship,  Captain  Southey  was  the  nominee  of  the  special  justice  in  20 
cases,  and  with  the  exception  of  only  two,  all  were  decided  by  the  umpire ;  whilst  in  the 
month  of  June,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  employed  in  any  case ;  thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  in  most  cases  where  a  reference  has  been  made  to  the  umpire,  Captain  Southey  has  been 
the  nominee  of  the  special  justice.  This  may  in  some  measure  explain  to  his  Lordship 
the  remarkable  coinciaence. 

(signed)        Ftter  R^m. 
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LIST  of  DocuMSNTS  refierred  to  in  the  prece<iiDg  Observatioiw, 

(No.  1.)— Letter  from  P.  M.  Watgon>  qq.,  dated  4  November  1837,  relative  to  Venus  attach«d  to 
plantation  HcJena,  and  Lydia  attached  to  plantation  BroUiers. 

(No.  a.)— Letter  from  William  Burnett,  qq.,  dated  3  November  1837,  relative  to    *' Catheriae  ** 
attached  to  plantation  Met  «n  Meerzorg. 

(No.  3.) — Letter  from  George  Park,  manager  of  plantation  Sophia,  dated  Q  November  1837,  relatiipe  i» 
Betsey  attacked  to  said  estate. 

(No.  4.) — Letter  from  Ed.  Dawson,  qq.,  plantation  Sopbia,  dated  3  November  1S37,  i^lfttive  to  ditto. 
(No.  5.) — Certificate  of  Robert  Mackie,  medical  attendant,  plantation  Elisabeth  Ann,  relative  to  Mary, 
dated  6  November  1837. 

(No.  6.)— Letter  from  M.  Warner,  dated  7  November,  relative  to  ditto. 

(No.  7.) — ^Letter  from  W.  £•  Pierce,  dated  13  November,  relative  to  "  Mary." 

(No.  8.)~Letter  from  George  Warren,  dated  3  November,  rdative  to  Friday  attached  to  plantatioit 
Taymooth  Manor. 

(No.  9.)— Letter  from  C.  W.  Lyng,  ditted  6  Novenber,  relative  to  '<  Afick,"  formerly  atUcbed  to 
Task  Gang. 

(No.  10.)— Certificate  by  Richard  Hancock,  relative  to  Lomsa. 

(A.) — Extract  Vendue  Sales  of  the  Services  of  Apprenticed  Labourers,  from  the  1st  April  to  the  31st 
October  1837. 

(B.)— Notarial  Extract  of  Register  of  Slaves  befengiug  to  W.  M^Keand,  and  Certificate  of  Sale. 

(C.)— Ditto    ...    ditto    -    .    •    ditto     •    -     to  Donald  Grant,  and    •    -    diila. 

(D.)— Ditto    -    .    -    ditto    -    -    -    ditto     -    -     to  John  Bowerbank,  and     -    dilto^ 

(E.)— Ditto   ...    ditto    -    -    -    ditto     -    -     to  C.  Spencer,  and   ...    ditto. 


(No.  1.) 

Sir,  George  Town,  4  November  1837. 

Ik  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  vour  letter  of  2d  instant,  I  beg  to  state,  that  the 
apprenticed  labourer  Venus  attached  to  plantation  Helena,  appraised  by  you  in  April  last, 
and  Lydia  attached  to  plantation  Brothers,  also  appraised  bv  you  in  the  month  of  May 
last,  v?ere  both  exceedingly  effective,  and  of  the  first  class  of  neld  labourers,  and  also  people 
in  the  prime  of  life. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)        Peter  M.  Watson, 
To  the  Honourable  Peter  Rose.  Attorney  of  said  Plantation. 


(No.  %) 
Dear  Sir,  Demerara,  9  November  1837. 

Im  answer  to  your  communication  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  say,  that  the  woman  Catherine, 
a}^>renticed  labou/er,  attached  to  plantation  Met  en  Meenorg,  and  appraised  in  April  kst, 
is  a  young,  strong  and  effective  negress,  wife  of  Trim,  head  engineer  upon  that  estate ;  she 
bad  always  been  employed  in  what  is  termed  ^'  the  strong  gang,^  and  I  consider  that  the  sum 
awarded  fi>r  the  remainder  of  her  apprenticeship  was  inadequate  to  her  services  during  that 
time ;  more  particularly  as  she  happened  to  be  appraised  immediately  subsequent  to  the  pro- 
mulgation  of  the  first  order  in  council,  restricting  the  term  of  apprenticeship  of  labourers  im- 
ported from  the  islands  ;  and  which,  in  my  (^niion,  increased  the  value  (h  our  own  ap{»e&- 
tices  25  per  cent. ;  and  by  which  opinion  I  was  influenced,  when  subsequently  called  upon 
both  as  appraiser  and  umpire.  To  show  the  facihty  which  labourers  have  of  raising  safi- 
dent  money  to  purchase  up  their  time,  when  they  have  a  wish  to  do  so,  I  may  state  that 
**  Catherine,"  (with  that  suspicion  and  distrust  now  so  common  among  apprentices  to  their 
employers),  having  about  half  of  the  sum  required  lodged  in  the  savings  bank,  instead  of  pay- 
ing the  balance  to  me  in  small  sums  within  the  three  months  allowed  by  law,  preferred  lodging 
it  with  one  of  those  low  petition-writing  agitators  that  infest  this  community;  ^dio,  upon 
getting  it  into  his  hands,  absconded  vrith  the  amount,  leaving  her  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
the  best  way  she  could ;  and  which  she  succeeded  in  doing  a  short  time  after  tile  period 
allowed  her  bad  expired,  and  though  not  then  bound  to  do  so,  I  received  it  firom  her,  having 
no  wish  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  her  obtaining  full  and  unrestricted  freedom. 
Your  letter  to  me  is  answered  in  the  first  few  lines  of  this,  and  I  trust  you  will  excuse  *the 
remaining  (and  perhaps  stiperfluous)  part  of  my  conmiunicatifon. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  Burnett, 
Peter  Rose,  Esq.  Representative  of  Plantation  Met  en  Meenorg. 
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(lf<KS.) 

Dear  Sir,  Plantation  Bel  Air,  2  November  1837. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  vrith  a  copy  of  one  from  Mr.  Peter  Rose 
annexed,  I  beg  to  state,  that  the  woman  Betsey,  formerly  belonging  to  plantation  Sophia^ 
was  the  most  effective  of  any  female  thereon,  constantly  performing  her  allotted  work  in 
five  days,  when  the  others,  with  an  exception  of  one  or  two,  took  six ;  this  the  women,  for 
their  own  convenience,  were  permitted  to  do.  As  manager  of  the  estate,  I  never  had 
occasion  to  find  fault  with  her ;  I  am  truly  sorry  that  the  property  has  lost  the  benefit  of 
her  services  and  example. 

The  fact  is,  she  would  not  have  left  the  property  had  she  not  been  induced  to  do  so  by  a 
manager  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  was  an  overseer  on  Sophia  in  November  last,  and  who 
cohabited  with  her ;  he  caused  her  to  apply  to  be  released  frcmi  her  apprenticeship,  and 
fiimished  her  with  the  whole  of  the  money ;  the  proprietors,  conceiving  it  to  be  Nir  the 
young  woman's  benefit,  made  no  objectioxu 

I  am.  Sec. 
(signed)         George  Park, 

To  E.  Dawson,  Esq.  qq.  Manager  of  Plantation  ael  Air  and  Sophia. 


BRITISH  GUIANA'. 


(No.  4.) 

Sir,  George  Town,  8  November  18S7. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  requesting  to  be  informed  of  the  capabilities  and 
employment  of  the  apprenticed  labourer  Betsey  attached  to  plantation  Sophia,  and  appraised 
by  you  in  April  last,  I  enclose  a  letter  of  yesterday's  date  firom  Mr.  Park,  the  manager,  to 
whom  I  sent  a  copy  of  your  letter. 

At  the  time  of  appraisement,  I  represented  her  to  you  as  a  very  valuable  woman ;  I  de- 
rived my  information  firom  him;  and  as  he  had  a  better  opportunity  of  knowing  her 
capabilities,  I  applied  to  him  for  the  information  I  now  supply  you  with. 

I  am,  &c. 
To  the  Honourable  Peter  Rose.  (tigaed)        E.  JDmmem,  qq. 


(No.  6.) 

Leguan,  6  November  1837. 
Thi  s  is  to  certify,  under  tender  of  oath,  that  an  apprenticed  labourer  named  Mary,  attached 
to  plantation  Elizabeth  Ann,  was  in  perfect  health  at  the  time  she  left  the  estate  to  be  ap- 
praised ;  I  have  always  considered  her  to  he  one  of  the  most  effective  women  on  that  estate ; 
and,  with  the  excepuon  of  occasional  attacks  of  fever,  she  has,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
been  exceedingly  healthy  for  the  last  12  years. 

Siace  her  retum  to  Ae  estate,  soaie  weeks  after  beii^  appraised,  she  has  Testtmed  tiie 
asual  fieUl  kbour  as  a  fint-rate  hand. 

(sigiied)        Mebert  MaekUy  m.  m.  c.  s.  l. 


(No.  6.) 

Dear  Sir,  Elizabeth  Ann,  7  November  1837, 

The  apprenticed  labourer  Mary  has,  for  the  last  six  years,  been  performing  a  full  day's 
work ;  and  I  consider  her  one  of  the  most  effective  women  on  the  estate  ;  she  was  in  perfect 
health  when  she  left  the  estate  for  appraisement,  and  is  still  so. 

I  am,  &c. 
W.  E.  Pierce,  Esq.  (signed)        M.  Warner. 


(No.  7.) 
Sir,  George  Town,  13  November  1837, 

AoRBSABLB  to  youT  request,  conveyed  in  your  letter  of  2d  instant,  I  now  hand  to  you 
enclosed  certificate  of  Dr.  Mackie,  and  note  from  Mr.  Warner,  manager  of  plairtation 
Elizabeth  Ann,  under  mv  charge,  respecting  the  woman  Mary,  whom  you  appraised  for  me 
in  April  last,  I  think,  in  addition  to  what  is  stated  in  the  above  referred  to  documents,  I 
would  add  that  I  feel  convineed  I  could  not  have  supplied  her  place  for  the  sum  she  was 
appraised  at,  say/.  1,100 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  E.  Pierce, 
To  Peter  Rose,  Esq.  Attorney  of  Plantation  Elizabeth  Ann. 
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(No.  8.) 
Sir,  Demerara,  3  November  1837. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  requesting  that  I  would  state  "  the  capabilities  and 
employment  of  the  apprenticed  labourer  Friday,  attached  to  plantation  Taymouth  Manor, 
appraised  by  you  in  May  last,"  I  cannot  better  answer  the  inquiry  respecting  his  capa- 
bihties  than  by  copying  the  paper  I  gave  him  as  a  character  on  leaving  my  service,  which 
was  as  follows: — "The  bearer  hereof  Friday,  late  an  apprenticed  labourer  attached  to 
plantation  Taymouth  Manor  and  farm,  having  purchased  the  remainder  of  his  services,  and 
having  applied  to  me  for  a  character,  this  is  to  certify  that  I  consider  him  to  be  sober  and 
honest,  and  capable  of  rendering  himself  generally  useful  to  any  gentleman  who  may 
employ  him." 

As  regards  his  employment,  he  was  brought  up  as  a  labourer  and  carpenter  on  the  plan- 
tation where  he  was  bom,  Taymouth  Manor,  to  which  his  parents  belonged  ever  since  their 
original  importation  from  Afnca,  and  to  which  his  mother,  an  invalid,  and  his  brother  still 
belong.  I  employed  him  as  a  confidential  servant,  and  considered  him  one  of  those  few 
negroes  whose  services  to  their  employer  cannot  justly  be  appreciated  by  a  money  value,  as 
they  cannot  easily  be  replaced.  From  the  confidence  I  was  known  to  place  in  him,  he  was 
enabled  to  employ  his  extra  time  so  advantageously  to  himself  as  not  only  to  amass 
sufficient  money  to  purchase  the  remainder  of  his  time,  but  a  house  likewise  in  George 
Town. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  induced  to  apply  to  be  appraised  bv  the  salary 
of  /.  1,100  per  annum  held  out  to  him  as  sexton  of  Uhristchurch,  which  place  he  now 
holds ;  this  takes  up  so  little  of  his  time  that  he  is  enabled  by  other  employments  to  earn 
in  12  months  as  much  or  more  than  the  sum  at  which  you  appraised  the  remainder  of  his 
services. 

I  stated  my  objections  in  open  court  to  the  appraisement  of  Captain  Southey  as  an  ap* 
praiser,  on  the  grounds, 

Ist.  That  he  was  not  a  competent  judge. 

2d.  That  he  could  not  be  considered  an  impartial  one,  inasmuch  as  the  wife  of  Friday  was, 
and  had  been  ever  since  his  arrival  here,  his  domestic  servant. 

It  was  on  the  occasion  of  his  being  objected  to  as  an  appraiser  on  the  same  day  that 
Captain  Southey  on  taking  the  oath  is  stated  to  have  added  to  the  words,  ''so  help  me  God," 
the  expression,  "  in  spite  of  the  planters." 

I  am,  &c. 

To  the  Honourable  Peter  Rose.  (signed)  Geo.  Warren^ 

Proprietor  of  Plantation  Taymouth  Manor  and  Farm. 


(No.  9.) 
Dear  Sir,  Geoi^  Town,  6  Nov.  1837. 

In  answer  to  your  letter,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  man  Allick,  who  formerly  belonged  to 
the  task-gang  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Bowerbank,  and  taken  over  by  the  town  on  the 
1st  of  August  last^  paid  one  hundred  joes  for  himself  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month. 
1  offered  the  man  Allick  thre«  joes  per  month,  and  to  find  him  house,  doctor  and  allowance ; 
I  would  give  him  half  a  joe  more  per  month  if  he  would  come  and  act  as  an  overseer  to  the 
gang  under  my  charge, 

I  am,  &c. 

To  P.  Rose,  Esq.  (signed)  W.  Lyng. 


(No.  10.) 

In  reference  to  the  appraisement  of  the  remaining  services  of  P.  U.  apprenticed  labourer 
"  Louisa,'*  belonging  to  Mrs.  Ruperti,  in  May  last  (18a7),  in  which  case  1  was  appointed  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Ruperti,  I  made  it  my  business  to  inquire  particularly  about  said  Louisa, 
and  found,  on  good  information,  that  she  was  almost  invaluable  to  her  mistress,  being 
generally  useful  and  well-disposed,  had  no  complaint  against  her  mistress,  but  had  been 

?ut  up  to  get  herself  appraised  by  her  husband,  who  was  only  provided  with  450  guilders, 
)cmerara  currency,  and  for  which  sum  he  expected  to  have  got  her  for.  That  from  my  long 
residence  in  this  colony  (now  22  years),  and  having  had  so  much  to  do  with  negroes  ana 
apprenticed  labourers,  I  made  my  calculation  and  allowances  for  the  value  of  said  Louisa's 
remaining  services,  and  fairly,  justly,  and  truly  placed  them  at  1,000  guilders  Demerara  cur- 
rency according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  judgment,  on  my  oath. 

(signed)  Richard  Hancock 
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(A.) 

Sir,  Vendue  Office,  6  Nov.  1887. 

In  conformity  to  directions  received  through  Mr.  Secretary  Young,  dated  Court  of  Policy, 
2d  instant,  I  have  herewith  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  an  extract  of  all  vendue  sales 
of  the  services  of  apprenticed  labourers  from  the  1st  April  to  the  31st  October  last. 


BRITISH  GUIANA 


The  Honourable  Peter  Rose, 
Sec  &c.  See. 


I  have,  Sec. 
(signed)        S.  A.  Goodmauy  v.  m. 


Extract  from  Vendue  Sales  Book  of  all  Sales  of  the  Services  of  Apfrenticed  Labourers 
effected  at  Public  Vendue,  from  the  Ist  of  April  1837  to  date  inclusively. 


DATE  OF  SALE. 

— 

NAMES   OF    SELLERS. 

NAMES  OF  LABOURERS. 

AGE. 

CLASS. 

.      PRICE. 

1837: 

April 

1 

Guad*"  FuQtman 
Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Mary       -   .     - 
Thomas  - 

38 

N.P.I 
>»     J 

/•295    -    - 

— . 

.- 

K  Christy 

. 

- 

Suckey     - 

67 

P.U. 

360     -     - 

— 

15 

L.  Sandiford    - 

- 

- 

Henry 

18 

»> 

S20      -     - 

J 

-. 

Ditto  . 

• 

- 

iMana 

14 

99 

150      -     - 

«^ 

- 

Geo.  Bear 

- 

- 

Floris      - 

i8f 

9> 

434    -    - 

«« 

- 

Ditto  - 

. 

• 

'Jem 

24i 

» 

433    -    - 

_ 

~m 

J.  M.  Vries,  nom.ux. 

- 

PhiUida    - 

35 

99 

365 

_^ 

22 

Ex"  W,  Urquhart 

• 

• 

Charles    • 

49 

N.P. 

330    -    - 

... 

- 

Ditto  - 

• 

. 

NedWiUiam    - 

27 

» 

1,105    -    - 

«_ 

.- 

Ditto  • 

• 

• 

Ceazar     - 

87 

»> 

1,100    -    - 



«, 

Ditto  - 

. 

• 

Patrick    - 

5> 

"} 

»       J 

■ 

.. 

Ditto  . 

• 

- 

Susannah 

40 

lyOOO        —        — 

..^ 

. 

Ditto  - 

.   . 

- 

Monday  - 

45 

»> 

1,000        -       - 

.—. 

- 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

Natty      -    -    - 

39 

9» 

1,090        -        - 

_ 

. 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

Sam  Burrowes  - 

37 

»    1 



— 

Ditto  .        .    . 

. 

- 

Bete 

37 

» 

900        -        - 

„ 

— 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

William   . 

9 

.»    i 

.«« 

.. 

Ditto  - 

. 

. 

Gilbert     . 

15 

9) 

300     -     - 

,_^ 

_ 

Ditto  - 

. 

• 

Charles    - 

50 

P.U.I 

»»    J 



. 

Ditto  . 

• 

- 

Phoebe      . 

45 

1,050     -     - 

..^ 

. 

Ditto  . 

• 

- 

France     - 

45 

N.P. 

530     -     - 

._ 

. 

Ditto  - 

• 

• 

Abany 

46 

99 

620     -     - 

.^ 

.. 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

Harry      - 

47 

99 

880     -     - 

... 

_ 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

Wentworth 

54 

1                 *9 

660     -     - 

.^ 

- 

Ditto  - 

. 

• 

Betsey      - 

5» 

"1 

::  1 

.. 

_ 

Ditto  . 

. 

- 

Job 

»9 

1,645     -     - 

.~. 

- 

Ditto  . 

• 

- 

Antoinette 

as 

_ 

» 

Ditto  - 

. 

- 

Jeffrey     - 

33 

>> 

900       T-       - 

...^ 

. 

Ditto  • 

• 

• 

Providence        -   . 

57 

ft 

180       -       - 

— . 

: 

Ditto  - 
Ditto  - 

: 

- 

Patience  - 
Massey    - 

26 
49 

»' 

600      r-     - 

_ 

- 

Ditto  - 

. 

- 

Celia 

53 

9> 

— . 

.. 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

Quashie  - 

49 

» 

7«a    -    - 

.—. 

- 

Ditto  - 

. 

- 

Massey    - 

.    10 

»>       , 

^„^ 

. 

Ditto  - 

. 

• 

Ann 

87 

w  ■ 

.... 

. 

Ditto  - 

. 

. 

Hannah   - 

7 

440    -    - 

— 

- 

Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Adjeiba    - 

30 

» 

440 

Mi. 

.- 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

Joe  . 

55 

99 

650    -    - 



« 

Ditto  - 

- 

• 

Petro 

47 

» 

... 

.. 

Ditto  - 

• 

. 

Jean 

- 

40 

99 

«_ 

.. 

Ditto  - 

• 

- 

Thomas  - 

" 

13 

9> 

2,410    -    - 

— 

— 

Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Jemmy  or  Archy 

16 

9f 

.» 

— 

Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Trim 

47 

» 

700    -    - 



.. 

Ditto  . 

. 

• 

Simon 

5» 

9> 

660    -    - 



. 

Ditto  - 

-    . 

- 

Thomas   - 

31 

99 

800    -    - 

._ 

. 

Ditto  - 

_ 

• 

Will 

45 

9) 

690    -    - 

^.^ 

~ 

Ditto  - 

. 

. 

Dolphin  - 

67 

9» 

310    -    - 

.^^ 

.. 

Ditto  - 

. 

- 

Jupiter     - 

44 

9> 

730    -    - 

- 

K^ 

Ditto  - 

- 

• 

Chance    - 

39 

9> 

750    -    - 

... 

— 

Ditto  - 

. 

. 

Newton    - 

45 

99 

115    -    - 

.^ 

-. 

Ditto  . 

- 

- 

Buck  Harry      -    . 

5» 

99 

580    -    - 

— 

.. 

Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Robin  Sam 

51 

»> 

270    -    - 

... 

- 

Ditto  . 

- 

- 

Guy 

45 

99 

490    -    - 

... 

- 

Ditto  . 

- 

- 

Samson    - 

49 

» 

450    -    - 

... 

.- 

Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Simon 

45 

»> 

700    -    - 

^.. 

.. 

Ditto  - 

- 

• 

Louis 

34 

99 

... 

. 

Ditto  - 

- 

• 

Hester      - 

57 

9> 

810    -    - 

...^ 

.. 

Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Moses      .        . 

18 

99 

.. 

Ditto  - 

- 

• 

John  WiUiam  - 

I4i. 

t 
99 

1 

. 

Ditto  - 

- 

- 

Mary       - 

18 

99      . 

500    -    - 

— 

— 

Ditto  . 

• 

• 

Kebecca  -    .    -    . 

"J 
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Extract  from  Veddne  Sales  Book— 

'CantinuecU 

DATE  OF  SALE. 

NAME8  OF   SELLERS. 

NAMES  OF  LABOURERS. 

AGE. 

CLASS. 

paici. 

1837: 

April 

33 

Ex"  W.  Urquhart     - 

. 

Mulatto  Thomas 

. 

37 

N.P. 

/78O      . 

.. 

.. 

Ditto  . 

. 

Billy 

. 

3a 

fi 

880    - 

,     . 

.. 

Ditto  . 

. 

Hazard     - 

. 

43 

"I 

660. 

.1 

mm 

Ditto  ... 

Bona 

. 

25 

__ 

. 

Ditto  - 

. 

John  Screw 

- 

34 

»> 

660    . 

... 

.. 

Ditto  ... 

- 

ThouiQS   * 

» 

47 

»f 

45«    - 

.. 

« 

Ditto  .        .        - 

- 

Industry  - 

. 

3« 

y» 

820   . 

— 

- 

Ditto  . 

. 

Yammie  - 

. 

55, 

V 

260    - 

_ 

. 

Ditto  - 

. 

Andrew    . 

. 

i7l 

99 

780   . 

«. 

.. 

Ditto  - 

. 

Rodney    - 

. 

«3 

»> 

385   - 

.» 

. 

Ditto  - 

. 

Fortune    - 

. 

43 

» 

740   - 

... 

. 

Ditto  -        -        - 

. 

Goodluck 

. 

50 

»» 

760   . 

-. 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Harry 

- 

5« 

» 

7S0  - 

'  _ 

^ 

Ditto  ... 

• 

Mingo 

- 

23 

79 

721   - 

.— 

- 

Ditto  .        .        - 

- 

Susey       - 

. 

47 

n 

no  . 

-. 

- 

Ditto  . 

. 

Frank       - 

• 

39 

« 

7«o  . 

_ 

.- 

Ditto  ... 

• 

Edmund  - 

. 

88 

fy 

950  • 

.-» 

- 

Ditto  - 

. 

William   - 

. 

37 

99 

630  . 

«M. 

- 

Ditto  ... 

.. 

Ben          -        - 

. 

44 

»> 

700  • 

-« 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

John 

• 

i8 

99 

830  . 



- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Ben         .        - 

• 

44 

W 

7oe 

.-. 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Providence 

. 

33 

W 

610  • 

... 

• 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Jim 

. 

45 

99 

115  • 

... 

— 

Ditto  .        . 

. 

Tom 

. 

45 

99 

110  . 

.i. 

— 

Ditto  ... 

• 

Peter       -        - 

• 

i9i 

>9 

880    ■ 

_ 

■    - 

Ditto  ... 

- 

Neptune  - 

. 

47 

99 

-i. 

.. 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Beminda  - 

. 

47 

99 

... 

~ 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Ben          -        - 

• 

19 

^9 

.^ 

. 

Ditto  . 

. 

Cornelias 

• 

13 

99 

2,500 

... 

. 

Ditto  ■« 

• 

Melissa    - 

• 

Hi 

99 

..-. 

— 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Malta 

• 

9 

99 

May 

6 

Ek'  M*Gowtn 

• 

Sylvia      . 

. 

6o 

99 

860 



33 

A.  Meerteaa    - 

• 

Alfred      - 

• 

25 

'•!•} 

.... 

— 

Ditto  . 

. 

BiUy 

. 

29 

8,000 



. 

Ditto  .        -        - 

- 

Tiverton  - 

. 

47 

99 

600 

-~ 

.- 

Ex"  R.  Buchanan     . 

- 

Waiiam    . 

• 

19 

N.P. 

880 

June 

20 

Ex-^CSaiKiiford      - 

• 

Pi^ma     • 

• 

57 

P.U. 

880 

— 

. 

Ditto  - 

• 

Louis  Christmas 

. 

11 

"    1 

_ 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Minna 

• 

32 

" 

780 

_ 

. 

Ditto  ... 

• 

Sophia  Johanna 

. 

i6 

„   J 

... 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Delia       - 

. 

55 

99 

65 

July 

7 

Ex"  J.  Maxwell       . 

. 

Frans 

. 

6o 

9» 

330 

... 

10 

D.  FalUnt 

• 

Elin 

. 

25 

N.P. 

860 

August 

3 

Board  of  Opbans    - 

- 

La  Flenr  - 

. 

40 

P.U. 

300 

_ 

. 

Ditto  - 

• 

Ann 

• 

52 

N.P. 

100 

•  ... 

— 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Souvenir  - 

• 

29 

99 

345 

— 

- 

Ditto  -        .        - 

. 

Rosa 

• 

45 

P.U. 

185 

— 

3 

J.M*Kay,P.&qq.  . 

. 

Diana 

. 

50 

N.P. 

132 



. 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Rachd     - 

. 

43 

»    1 

... 

. 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Catherine 

. 

i8 

"    \ 

748 

.- 

» 

Ditto  -         .        . 

- 

Violet      . 

• 

H 

„   J 

— 

. 

Ex"  R.  Buchanan    - 

« 

Michael  . 

• 

24 

99 

215 

... 

l6 

Aoata  Ernst     - 

. 

Charlotte 

. 

i8 

99 

no 

— 

. 

Guad.  Hasperhoeren 

- 

Christian 

• 

44 

P.  IT. 

400 

«.. 

i8 

Board  of  Orphans    - 

. 

Elphin  and  William 

I  . 

25 

N.P. 

400 

.^ 

- 

Ditto  ... 

- 

L'Esperanoe 

• 

54 

P.U. 

300 

—  «4/25 

Ex"  D.  M'Intosh     . 

• 

Nel^m     - 

• 

46 

»» 

1,050 

«.  , 

Ditto  . 

. 

Michael   . 

• 

26 

::} 

.... 

. 

Ditto  . 

• 

Charles    - 

• 

88 

3,100 

— 

- 

Ditto  -  *     - 

. 

Carl 

• 

52 

9» 

S70 

..« 

- 

Ditto  ... 

• 

Paddy      . 

• 

43 

N.P. 

61S 

— 

.- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

William    - 

. 

55 

P.U.  . 

'356 

Sept 

9 

Ex"  A.  D.  Ross       .    - 

. 

Charies    . 

. 

15 

99 

730 

Repts  EsL  J.  Cook  - 

. 

Ben 

. 

60 

99 

.^ 

- 

Ditto  .        .        - 

. 

Lawrence 

- 

58 

99 

— 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Isiiac 

. 

58 

99 



- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Moses      . 

. 

55 

99 

— 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Christmas 

• 

27 

99 



- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Nancy 

. 

58 

99 

..^ 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Betsey     - 

. 

45 

99 

... 

- 

Ditto  ... 

. 

Leah        - 

. 

41 

99 



- 

Ditto  ... 

• 

Kitty        . 

. 

32 

99         > 

13,800  • 



- 

Ditto  ... 

- 

^Rosalind  - 

- 

33 

99 

^~ 

"• 

Ditto  .        -        - 

- 

AnMythi 

• 

30 

99 

_ 
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Extract  from  Vendue  Sales  Book — continued. 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


DATS  or  SALE. 

NAMES   OF   SELLERS. 

VilMBS  OF  LABOURBR8. 

AGE. 

CLASS. 

PRICE. 

1837: 

Sept.        9 

Repts  Est.  J.  Cook  - 

Henry     * 

• 

24 

P.U. 

Ditto  .... 

Fanny 

. 

»3 

» 

^               — > 

Ditto  .... 

Augusta  or  Amba 

- 

19 

» 

..               — 

Ditto  -        -        - 

Peggy      - 

- 

18 

99 

_               «- 

Ditto  -        .        -        . 

Jane 

• 

17 

>» 

.._               «. 

Ditto  -        .        •        . 

Peggy     - 

• 

16 

» 

—            19 

C.  R.;Slayter  .        -        - 

Andrew    * 

• 

98 

N.  P. 

/."6     - 

— 

John  Beete      .        -        - 

Charles    - 

- 

19 

P.U. 

1,000   - 

- 

—            30 

W.Coey          -        -        - 

Billy 

• 

»7 

N.  P. 

300  - 

^ 

Demerara,  31  October  1837. 


(A  true  extract.) 


(signed) 
(signed)     W» «/.  Hicks^  Bookkeeper. 


S.  A.  Goodman^ 

Vendue  Master. 


(B.) 
Dbmbrara  and  Esseqitibo. — Registration  of  Apprenticed  Labourers. 
Pamh  of  St.  Maxy.  ^*»-  435.-ScHEDtrL«. 

Extract  from  the  Return  of  Slates  belonging  to  and  in  the  lawful  possession  of  WiHhm 
M^Keandf  on  the  20th  day  of  March  1834,  havinp^  reference  to  Schedule,  No^  IM,  Registered 
folio  12  in  the  Register  of  Slaves  for  the  31st  of  May  1882. 


Sex. 

Names. 

Colour. 

Age. 

Bodily  Marks. 

Condition. 

Country. 

Employ, 
ment. 

Class. 

Male 

Hany       - 

black 

5» 

black  scar,  right 
heel. 

aUe      - 

Africa     • 

field    . 

P.U. 

9y 

Lewis 

99 

35 

none 

99 

Dominica 

99       • 

99 

99 

Comwallis 

99 

50 

99    • 

99 

Africa     - 

99 

9f 

>9 

Ben  - 

%» 

67 

contK  marks 

healthy - 

■  99 

>9 

9f 

99 

Jem 

»> 

49 

scars  on  leg 

able      - 

"99 

99             * 

99 

99 

AUick        - 

99 

31 

none 

99 

Demerara 

99 

» 

99 

Ben. 

99 

32 

99    ~ 

99 

•     99      ■ 

99 

99 

Adam        -        • 

» 

36 

J9       • 

99 

•          19            ■" 

99 

99 

Bob-        - 

9» 

16 

»       " 

99 

"          99            " 

99 

9t 

99 

Bob-        -        - 

i» 

45 

99        - 

99 

Africa     - 

99 

99 

99 

Cummings 

9f 

32 

99        ■ 

99 

Demerara 

99 

99 

99 

DeGroot  - 

99 

47 

99        "                • 

99 

Africa     " 

>9 

99 

9? 

Dick 

99 

39 

99        '•               • 

»9 

•  99 

99* 

99 

99 

Hoop         -  '     - 

99 

St 

n     '          "          • 

99 

Demerara 

99             * 

99 

99 

Jaaen 

*9 

s6 

99        •               "               * 

99 

Creole     - 

99             • 

99 

99 

Mingo 

99 

47 

99        • 

99 

Africa     - 

9»             • 

IT 

99 

M'Kenzie  - 

99 

52 

99        • 

99 

"99 

99             * 

99 

99 

Quintoa     - 

99 

47 

99        ■ 

9> 

•     9>                 • 

99            " 

99 

99 

Sam 

»> 

34 

99        •                • 

99               • 

Creole    • 

99             • 

99 

99 

Anthony    - 

99 

45 

99        •                • 

99               • 

Africa     . 

99             • 

99 

7> 

Joy  - 

99 

43 

99        •                • 

99 

•     »9 

99             " 

79' 

J9 

Ned          .        - 

99 

50 

»        •                "               • 

99 

"99 

99             * 

» 

Registrar^  Office  of  the  District  of  Demerara  and  Esseqnibo,  in  the  Colony  of  British  Odana, 
this  sad  July  1837. 

(A  true  extract) 

(Quod  attestor.) 

(signed)  Gordon  C  Reid,  s.  c. 


Names  of  the  under-mentioned  22  (twenty-two)  apprenticed  labourers,  being  part  of  the  above-namedp 
sold  on  the  10th  November  1837,  by  James  Stewart,  attorney  of  William  M'Keand«  to  the  Town 
Council,  for  the  sum  of  36,300  Guilders,  payable  in  six  equal  half-yearly  instalments  of^T  6,050* 

Males. 


Allick. 
Jem. 
Harry. 
Cornwallis. 
Creole  Ben. 
Congo  Ben. 
Quintus. 
Adam. 


Dick. 

Big  Bob. 

Little  Bob. 

Hope. 

Lewis. 

Cummings. 

Sam. 


De  Groot. 

Jan. 

M'Kenzie. 

Anthony. 

Ned. 

Joy. 

Mingo. 


(Quod  attestor.) 

(signed)  Gordon  C.  Reid^ 

Sworn  Clerk  and  Notary  Bablic,  Registrar's 
Office,  Demerara  and  Essequibo. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


(C.) 
Demerara  and  Essequibo.— Registration  of  Apprenticed  Labourers. 

n     •  L     re<.   liiff  No.  l821. — SCHEDULE. 

Parish  of  St.  Mary. 

Extract  from  the  Return  of  Slaves  belonging  to  me,  in  the  lawful  possession  ol  Donald  Gramt^ 
on  the  20th  day  of  March  1834,  having  reference  to  Schedule,  No.  512,  Registered  folio  44 
in  the  Register  of  Slaves  for  the  31st  of  May  1832. 


Sex. 

Names. 

Colour. 

Age. 

Bodily  Marks. 

Condidon. 

Country. 

Employ, 
ment. 

Class. 

Mate 

Adam 

black 

33 

none 

healthy - 

Demerara 

field    - 

P.U. 

J> 

Inglis 

J> 

«9 

»    •  ' 

» 

"      »      ■ 

» 

99 

» 

Glasgow    - 

99 

47 

»     - 

» 

Africa     - 

w 

91 

99 

Hector 

» 

47 

»     - 

•> 

■    » 

w 

>» 

99 

Saturday  - 

9> 

47 

„    . 

» 

-    » 

»> 

» 

» 

Robinson  • 

99 

34 

»    " 

« 

Demerara 

» 

W 

9» 

Apollo 
Eliza 

99 

57 

»>    • 

» 

"      »>      • 

» 

99 

Female 

99 

53 

>»    • 

» 

Africa     - 

99              • 

»» 

99 

Mary  Lewis 

99 

49 

>»    " 

w 

"    » 

>f             " 

»» 

99 

Petronella 

99 

33 

»    " 

>l 

Demerara 

» 

» 

» 

Sally         -        - 

» 

Hi 

»    "        "        * 

» 

•     »      " 

l»             * 

» 

Male 

September 

>» 

29 

»    " 

» 

"     »      • 

w 

»f 

Registrar's  Office  of  the  District  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  in  the  Colony  of  British  Goiana, 
S2  July  1837. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(Quod  attestor.)  (signed)  Gordon  C.  Reid^  s.  c. 


Names  of  the  under- mentioned  12  (twelve)  apprenticed  labourers,  being  the  above-named,  sold  on  the 
loth  November  1837,  ^y  J^^^es  Stuart,  executor  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Donald  Grant, 
deceased,  to  the  Town  Council,  for  the  sum  of  19,800  Guilders,  payable  in  six  half-yearly  instal- 
ments of  /.  3,300  each. 

Males.  Females. 


Adam. 
Inglis. 
Glasgow. 
Hector. 


Saturday. 
Apollo. 
September. 
Kobmson. 


(Quod  attestor.) 


Eliza. 

Mary  Lewis. 
Petronella. 
Sally. 

(signed)  Gordon  C.  Reid, 

Sworn  Clerk  and  Notary  Public,  Registrar's 
Office,  Demerara  and  Essequibb. 


(D.) 
Demerara  and  Essequibo^— Registration  of  Apprenticed  Labourers. 
Pari*  of  St.  Matthew.  ^o.  2O4.-Sch.D0I,e. 

Extract  from  the  Return  of  Slaves  bt^longing  to  John  Bawerbank^  in  the  lawful  possession 
of  himself,  on  the  20th  day  of  March  1834,  having  reference  to  Schedule,  No.  735,  Registered 
folio  2249  in  the  Register  of  Slaves  for  the  Slst  of  May  1832. 


Sex. 

Names. 

Colour. 

Agei 

42 

«7 
50 
47 

«3 
21 

Bodily  Marks. 

Condition, 
effective 

Country. 

Employ- 
ment. 

Class. 

Male 

:9 
w 

19 

October     - 

David 

Nestor 

April 

Pedro 

Bob  - 

black 
99 

none 

>»    " 
conts  marks     .  - 
none 

»    •        •        • 

Demerara 

■      »»      • 
Africa     - 

Demerara 

field    - 

9» 

P.U. 
99 
99 

99 
99 
99 

Registrar's  Office  of  the  District  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  in  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana, 
Uie  23d  day  of  July  1837. 

(A  true  extract.) 

(Quod  attestor.)  (signed)        Gordon  C.  Rod, 

s.  c.  and  Notary  PubUc. 

Names  of  the  under- mentioned  6  (six)  apprenticed  labourers,  being  the  above-named,  sold  on  the 
10th  November  1837,  by  John  Bowerbank,  to  the  Town  Council,  for  the  sum  of  9,900  Guilders, 
payable  in  six  half-yearly  instalments  of /•  1,650  each* 

Malb3* 


David. 
October. 

(Quod  attestor.) 


Nestor.  Bob. 

April.  Pedro. 

(signed)  Gordon  C.  Reidf 

Sworn  Clerk  and  Notary  Public,  Registrar's 
Office,  Demerara  and  Essequibo. 
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(E.) 

Deme&ara  and  Essequibo. — Registration  of  Apprenticed  Labourers. 

No.  1866. — Schedule. 
Parish  of  St.  Paul. 

The  Returh  of  Slaves  belonging  to  Crenodl  Spencer^  in  the  lavrful  possession  of  himself,  on 
the  20th  day  of  March  1834,  having  reference  to  Schedule,  No.  1621,  Registered  folio  367  in 
the  Register  of  Slaves  for  the  Slst  of  May  1832. 


BRmSH  GUIANA. 


Sex. 

Names. 



Colour. 

Age. 

Bodily  Marks. 

Condi- 
tion. 

Country. 

Employ* 
ment. 

Class. 

Yrt. 

Mo. 

Male 

Alexander 

- 

black 

45 

— 

none 

able 

Africa     . 

field 

• 

P.U. 

99 

Anthony    - 

• 

99 

4« 

.. 

99         •        • 

99 

•   99 

99 

- 

99 

99 

Bedford     • 

• 

99 

45 

- 

99         "        • 

99 

*  99 

99 

- 

99 

W 

Bristol 

- 

99 

46 

- 

99         •        " 

99 

•  99 

99 

- 

99 

W 

Cash 

- 

»9 

35 

- 

99         •        • 

99 

"99         • 

99 

- 

99 

w 

Dick 

• 

99 

18 

9 

99         "        " 

99 

Demerara 

99 

• 

99 

» 

Davy 

- 

» 

45 

99         •        • 

99 

Africa     - 

99 

- 

9r 

>9 

Felix 

• 

99 

43 

— 

99         •        " 

99 

"99 

99 

- 

99 

»» 

Eraser 

' 

99 

41 

- 

99         -        • 

99 

*  99         • 

99 

- 

99 

» 

February    - 

- 

99 

36 

- 

99         •        "• 

99 

•   99 

99 

- 

99 

>» 

Goudluck  - 

- 

99 

45 

- 

contB  marks    - 

99 

"99 

99 

- 

99 

» 

JGeorge 

- 

99 

44 

- 

99    • 

99 

"99 

99 

- 

99 

)9 

Henry 

- 

99 

45 

- 

none 

99 

•     99 

99 

- 

9^ 

» 

Henry 

• 

99 

40 

— 

99         •        " 

99 

"99 

99 

• 

99 

•» 

Harry        - 

- 

99 

42 

- 

contc  marks    - 

99 

-      99 

99 

- 

99 

M 

Jem 

- 

» 

4a 

- 

none 

99 

*      99 

99 

• 

99 

» 

John  Charles 

• 

99 

40 

— 

99         "        ■ 

99 

Grenada  - 

99 

. 

99 

99 

Joe  . 

- 

99 

40 

- 

99         •        • 

99 

Africa     • 

>» 

- 

99 

19 

Ia  Fleur   - 

• 

99 

39 

■" 

two  toes  grown 
together. 

99 

■  99 

99 

• 

99 

99 

9> 

Qnamina  - 

- 

99 

40 

- 

none 

99 

•  99 

99 

- 

99 

M 

Rutland     - 

- 

99 

47 

- 

99          "         • 

99 

•      99 

99 

- 

99 

» 

Simon 

- 

99 

43 

- 

99          "         • 

99 

"99 

99 

- 

99 

99 

Tom 

• 

99 

47 

— 

99          "         • 

99 

•      99                  • 

99 

- 

>9 

>> 

William     - 

- 

99 

46 

- 

99         •        • 

99 

"99 

99 

• 

99 

99 

William  James 

• 

99 

18 

. 

99          •        • 

99 

Demerara 

99 

• 

99 

>l       • 

Fhcenix     - 

• 

99 

a8 

-. 

99         •        • 

99 

"      99     " 

99 

- 

99 

H 

Sam 

- 

99 

23 

- 

99         •        • 

99 

Africa     - 

99 

- 

99 

>» 

Harry 

• 

99 

40 

- 

blind,  left  eye 

99 

•  99 

99 

- 

99 

» 

Joe  . 

- 

99 

37 

— 

none 

99 

■  99 

99 

- 

99 

»» 

Peter 

^ 

99 

27 

— 

99         "        • 

99 

Demerara 

99 

- 

9f 

*> 

Daphnes    - 

- 

99 

4a 

- 

99          -         • 

99 

Africa     - 

99 

- 

99 

9> 

George 

- 

99 

H 

4 

99          •         " 

99 

Demerara 

• 

• 

9> 

M 

James 

•, 

99 

14 

6 

99          "        • 

99 

"      99      ■ 

- 

- 

99 

99 

Heathcote 

- 

99 

15 

5 

99          •        " 

99 

"      99      " 

- 

- 

99 

>^ 

Isaac 

- 

99 

33 

• 

99          •        • 

99 

"         9«          * 

field 

- 

99 

99 

Nelson      - 

- 

99 

32 

- 

99          •        • 

99 

■         99           • 

99 

- 

99 

9» 

Triumph    - 

- 

99 

37 

- 

99          •        " 

99 

•           99            " 

99 

- 

99 

>9 

Welcome  - 

• 

99 

39 

- 

99          "        • 

99 

"           99            ■ 

99 

9t 

99 

Quamina  - 

• 

99 

34 

- 

99         •        • 

99 

•           99           " 

99 

- 

99 

»9 

Jaba 

- 

99 

30 

- 

99         "         • 

99 

•          99           * 

99 

- 

99 

»> 

Do  Little  - 

- 

99 

«7 

- 

99         •        " 

99 

-           99            - 

99 

- 

99 

f> 

Cobus 

- 

99 

39 

.. 

scars  on  nose  • 

99 

Essequibo 

99 

• 

99 

99 

Hard  Times 

- 

99 

39 

~ 

none 

99 

Demerara 

99 

- 

99 

99 

Charles     - 

. 

»» 

12 

8 

99         *        • 

99 

"      99      " 

99 

• 

99 

» 

Fortune     - 

- 

99 

16 

3 

99         •        • 

99 

■          >9           • 

99 

- 

99 

|> 

Daniel 

• 

99 

36 

- 

99         "        • 

99 

•          9«           • 

99 

- 

99 

» 

Robin 

- 

99 

s6 

- 

99         •        ■ 

99 

Berbice  - 

99 

- 

99 

99 

Mourant    - 

• 

99 

19 

- 

99         •        " 

99 

"99       * 

99 

- 

99 

Female 

Mary 

• 

99 

39 

^ 

99         •        " 

99 

Barbados 

99 

** 

99 

Registrar's  Office,  George  Town, 
Demerara,  7  Dec.  1837. 


(A  true  extract.) 

(Quod  attestor.) 

(signed) 


W,  J.  Martimusy  s.  c. 


The  above-mentioned  49  (forty-nine)  apprenticed  labourers  were  sold  on  the  7th  December  1837,  by 
Creswell  Spencer  to  Thomas  Colin  Sand,  as  attorney  of  Spencer  Mackay,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of  9a /. 
sterling  per  head,  say  49508  /.  sterlings  payable  in  Bills  of  Exchange  on  London. 


(Quod  attestor.) 

(signed) 


Gordon  C.  Reidf 
Sworn  Clerk  and  Notary  Public,  Registrar's 
Ofiice,  Demerara  and  Essequibo. 


154.— J  L 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


No.  140. 

Vidt  Appendix, 
No- 6. 


—No.  140.— 
(No.  254.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyths  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  6  December  1836. 

I  BBG  to  lay  before  your  Lordship,  for  his  Majesty's  approbation,  an  ordinance 
(No.  86)  passed  by  myself  and  the  court  of  policy  for  regulating  the  qualification 
for  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  in  British  Guiana. 

I  had  the  honour,  in  my  despatch  of  the  29th  June  of  last  year  (No.  16),  to 
submit  to  your  Lordship  an  ordinance  passed  by  myself  and  the  court  of  policy 
upon  the  2d  May  1835  (No.  57),  establishing  a  new  elective  franchise  instead  of 
that  which  was  formerly  held,  by  being  the  owner  or  proprietor  of  25  slaves. 
In  that  ordinance  the  elective  franchise  was  fixed  at  the  payment  of  70  guilders 
per  annum  of  direct  taxes.  The  amount,  however,  of  our  indirect  taxation 
(from  the  increase  of  our  importations)  has  so  considerably  augmented,  that  we 
have  reduced,  and  propose  still  further  to  reduce,  the  direct  taxation.  Under 
these  circumstances,  another  qualification  became  necessary  to  prevent  the 
decrease  of  the  number  of  voters.  Every  person  possessing  an  income  of  2,000 
guilders  (about  142  L),  from  whatever  source  it  may  be  derived,  or  whatever 
may  be  the  rate  of  taxation  to  which  the  income  as  aforesaid  may  be  Uable,  has 
by  the  new  ordinance  a  corresponding  right  of  voting  with  the  direct  tax-payer 
to  the  amoimt  of  70  guilders.  This  new  regulation  will  augment  the  number  of 
voters  tp  some  extent ;  and  in  two  more  years  the  franchise  may  be  safely 
lowered,  so  as  to  admit  all  persons  having  an  annual  income  of  1,500  guilders, 
which  is  the  lowest  income  liaUe  to  taxation. 

I  shall  have  the  honour,  so  soon  as  the  registers  under  the  new  ordinance  are 
completed,  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  an  epitome  of  the  same. 

The  additional  facilities  afforded  to  the  expression  of  the  public  feeling  by  thus 
extending  the  elective  franchise  has  given  general  satisfaction  amongst  the 
inhabitants  of  British  Guiana,  and  will,  I  respectftdly  hope,  meet  with  his 
Majesty's  approbation. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Camdclmel  Smyth. 


—No.  141.— 
(No.iSi.)  . 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  te  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smythy  Bart 

No.  141.  Sir,  Downing-street,  3  February  1837. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  254)  of  the  6th 
December,  enclosing  an  ordinance  which  has  been  passed  by  yourself  and  the 
court  of  policy  of  British  Guiana,  "  for  regulating  the  qualification  of  the 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.'' 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaifit  you,  that  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
approve  and  confirm  this  ordinance. 

I  have>  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 
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—No.  142.— 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


(No.  321.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  13  May  1837.  ^^-  *42. 

I  BEG  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  petition,  addressed  to  me  by  a  proprietor ^^•) 

of  this  colony  (Mr.  J.  J.  Gilgeons,  of  Windsor  Castle),  together  with  three  docu-  ^' 

ments  thereto  belonging.  I  have  some  difficulty  in  making  up  my  mind  as  to  hcnr  fn 
articled  servants  imported  from  Madeira,  where  they  were  perfectly  free  agents, 
as  also  how  far  Dutch  slaves,  redeemed  from  slavery  for  the  express  purpose  of  being 
imported  into  British  Guiana  as  articled  servants  for  a  definite  period,  can  be  con- 
sidered as  coming  under  the  enactments  of  his  Majesty's  order  in  council  of  the 
1st  March  1837.  I  have  therefore  felt  it  my  duty  to  forward  Mr.  Gilgeons's  peti- 
tion, and  the  documents  relative  thereto,  for  your  Lordship's  decision. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  Carrmckael  Smfik. 


Enclosures  in  No.  14S. 
(A.) 

Unto  his  Excellency  Sir  James  Carmiciael  Smyth^  Barcxiety  &.  o.  b.,  GoY^rnor  in  and  over       End.  in  No.  142. 

the  Colony  of  British  Guiana. 

The  hmnble  Petition  otJohn  Jacob  Gilgeons^  of  plantation  Windsor  Castle,  in  the 
district  of  Essequibo,  in  the  said  colony ; 

Sheweth^ 

That  yonr  petitkmer  Ims  most  hnmUy  to  lepresest  to  yoc^  Excellency  the  iAiuiiovui  axh 
sequences  which  loust  result  to  your  petitioner  from  the  enforcemeBt,  in  some  01  its  partial^ 
lars,  of  the  order  by  his  Majesty  in  council  of  the  1st  of  March  1837,  confirming,  with 
certain  exceptions  wd  amendments,  the  orc&umce  of  your  Excellency  and  the  court  of 
pohcy  of  die  22d  Jane  ISSO. 

Thatt  your  petitioRer  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  tins  colony  for  the  period  of  37  years,  and 
is  at  present  the  proprietor  of  plantation  Windsor  Castle,  in  the  district  of  Esseij^nbo, 
attached  to  which  pfamtation  there  are  ^80  apprenticed  labourers,  natxtes  o^  or  oiigmally 
connected  with,  the  colony  of  British  GtBona,  and  120  indented  labourers,  not  nati^s  of  any 
part  of  his  Maiestv's  dominions,  and  never  preTiously  connected  with  this  colony. 

That  from  the  deficiency  of  human  labour  in  this  colony,  and  the  serious  obstructions 
thereby  occasioned  to  the  due  and  extensive  cultivation  of  the  soil,  your  petitioner  was  in- 
duced, in  the  course  of  the  year  1835,  to  proceed  to  die  island  ci  Madeira,  with  the  view  of 
engaging  the  serviees  of  such  firee  persons  resident  therein  as  might  be  disposed  to  emi- 
grate, in  the  capacity  of  a^cultural  labourers,  to  the  colony  of  Britirii  Goiaaa. 

That  at  the  above  period  there  existed  no  law,  practace  or  regulation  in  this  colony  in  any 
way  restricting  the  rights  of  the  mhabitants  in  regard  to  tlie  entering  into  fair  and  regular 
agreements  of  service  witii  persons  of  fitee  condition,  whether  in  or  out  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions. 

That  upon  the  faith  of  the  colonial  law,  as  it  then  existed,  your  petitioner  proceeded,  upon 
his  arrival  at  Madeira,  to  enter  into  engagements,  accondini^  to  the  form  and  practice  of  diat 
island,  with  a  variety  of  individuals,  natives  thereof,  all  of  whom  expressed  not  mereW  a  per- 
fect rc^iness,  but  the  strongest  anxiety  to  quit  Madeira  for  the  happiar  prospects  of  British 
Guiana. 

That  a  most  ample  explanation  of  the  future  duties  and  condition  of  these  individuals  in 
British  Gviutti  was  afforded  by  the  parties  employed  by  your  petitioner ;  and  it  will  appear  by 
the  authenticated  copy,  now  submitted  to  your  Excellency,  of  one  of  the  original  agreements,  i^^  ,  ^ 

translated  at  the  tnae  by  his  Majesty  s  agent  and  consul-general  for  the  islands  of 
Madeira,  the  tenor  of  which  is  identical  with  that  of  all  the  others,  not  only  diat  the  arrange- 
ments on  the  part  of  your  petitioner  were  of  a  just  and  liberal  nature,  but  that  the  individuals 
so  indented  vfiRve  thereby  rdieved  fVom  a  state  of  utter  idleness  and  destitution  then  existing 
in  their  native  country. 

That  the  said  indented  parties,  having  been  equipped  and  conveyed  at  the  sole  expense  of 
your  petitioner,  proceeded,  upon  their  arrival  in  JBritish  Guiana,  to  plantation  Wiodsor 
Castle,  the  property  of  your  petitioner,  where  they  have  since  remained,  fulfilling  their  con- 
tracted duties  with  cheerfulness  and  fidelity. 

That  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1836,  your  petitioner,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an 
additional  supply  of  labour,  proceeded  to  the  island  of  Curasao,  a  Dutch  colony  ki  the  West 
Indies,  in  which  negro  slavery  continues  to  be  maintained  by  the  full  force  of  the  law. 

That  from  the  general  poverty  of  this  island,  and  the  consequent  privations  of  the.  ne^ 
labourers,  whether  free  or  enslaved,  the  same  anxiety  to  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  British 
Guiana,  which  had  previously  occurred  at  Madeira,  was  expressed  at  Curasao. 

154. —  ■  y  2  That 
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BRITISH  GUIANA.        That  ytmr  petitioner^  thereupon,  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  not  fewer  than  67  indi- 

— —  vidualsy  then  in  a  state  of  slavery,  by  which  the  manumission  of  these  persons  was  purchased 

at  a  great  expense  by  your  petitioner,  on  the  understanding  that  the  parties,  when  actually 

emancipated,  were  voluntarily  to  engage,  upon  terms  very  favourable  to  themselves,  in  the 

agricultural  service  of  your  petitioner  for  the  limited  period  of  six  years. 

That  these  individuals,  having  received  their  freedom,  did  accordingly,  and  of  their  own 

free-will,  enter  into  an  agreement  with  your  petitioner,  after  the  form  and  practice  observed 

(No.  f .)  in  Curagao,  a  sworn  translation  of  which  is  herewith  humbly  submitted  to  your  Excellency, 

and  were  thereafter  conveyed,  at  the  sole  expense  of  your  petitioner,  from  the  colony  of 

Curasao  to  the  plantation  Windsor  Castle,  in  the  district  of  Essequibo. 

That  by  virtue  of  this  agreement,  the  parties  therein  mentioned  have  not  only  become 
entitled,  at  the  hands  of  your  petitioner,  to  the  full  allowances,  provision  grounds,  lodging 
and  medical  attendance  of  apprenticed  labourers  in  British  Guiana,  in  addition  to  the 
monthly  wages  provided  by  their  agreement,  but  have,  for  themselves  and  their  descendants, 
been  emancipated  from  a  state  of  aUect  and  permanent  slavery,  in  which  they  were  liable  at 
any  moment  to  be  for  ever  separated  from  their  friends  and  families,  and  sold  for  exportation 
to  the  neighbouring  settlements,  particularly  to  the  Spanish  slave  market  at  Porto  Kico. 

That  very  shortly  aft;erwards  your  petitioner  entered  into  similar  engagements  of  service 
at  the  said  island  of  Curasao,  with  29  persons  of  free  condition,  who  have  also  been  con- 
veyed to  British  Guiana  at  the  exclusive  expense  of  your  petitioner,  and  are  now  engaged 
with  the  others  in  the  cultivation  at  Windsor  Castle. 

That  the  actual  outlay  of  your  petitioner,  previous  to  any  labour  whatever  being  per- 
formed by  the  persons  indented  at  Madeira  and  Curasao,  and  independently  of  time,  trouble 
(No.  3.)  and  exposure,  exceeds,  according  to  the  statement  now  humbly  submitted,  the  sum  of  4,934/. 

sterling ;  and  your  petitioner  not  only  relied  in  the  disbursement  thereof  on  the  law  as  then 
existing  in  Bntish  Guiana,  but  was  encouraged  in  regard  to  the  contracts  at  Curagao  by  the 
terms  of  the  enactment  contained  in  the  ordinance  by  your  Excellency  and  the  court  of  policy, 
then  under  the  consideration  of  the  King  in  council,by  which  it  was  proposed  that  agreements 
of  service  should  be  valid  in  this  colony,  provided  they  did  not  exceed  seven  years  in  duration. 

That  in  this  situation  of  your  petitioner,  not  only  with  a  large  advance  of  money  expended 
in  reliance  upon  the  agreements  executed  in  Madeura  and  at  Cura9ao,  but  with  the  cultivation 
of  his  estate  materially  depending  upon  the  continued  services  of  the  persons  who  have  so 
contracted  with  him,  an  order  has  been  most  unexpectedly  issued  by  the  King's  most 
excellent  Majesty  in  council,  of  date  the  1st  of  March  1837,  by  which  the  expectations  of 
your  petitioner  have  been  very  seriously  affected. 

That  it  has,  inter  alia^  been  thereby  ordered,  that  no  individual  at  present  bound  by  any 
written  instrument  for  the  performance  of  any  labour  or  service  in  British  Guiana  shall 
continue  to  be  bound  by  such  instrument  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date 
thereof. 

That  by  virtue  of  this  sweeping  and  retrospective  enactment,  the  valuable  and  important 
right  of  your  petitioner  to  the  labour  of  the  natives  of  Madeira  now  in  his  employment  is 
restricted  from  five  years  to  three,  while,  in  regard  to  the  negroes  of  Curasao,  the  interest  of 
your  petitioner  is  abridged  to  precisely  the  one-half. 

That  your  petitioner  cannot  persuade  himself  that,  at  the  framing  of  the  said  order,  a 
situation  so  peculiar  as  his  could  have  come  within  the  contemplation  of  his  Majesty  in 
council :  he  cannot  ima^e  that  a  penalty  so  uncalled  for  could  have  been  purposely  applied 
to  a  case  affecting  parties  not  originally  under  the  authority  of  the  British  Crown,  all  of 
whom  have  been  conveyed  by  the  humble  instrumentality  of  your  petitioner  from  a  state  of 
miseiy  and  depression  to  one  of  employment  and  abundance ;  and  a  maiority  of  whom, 
moreover,  have  been  rescued  by  your  petiticmer  from  cruel  and  perpetual  servitude,  and 
admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  free-bom  men. 

That  a  very  dangerous  difficulty  has  besides  arisen  in  rejgard  to  the  effect  of  another  enact- 
ment of  the  said  order — ^''That  no  such  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  bond  of  service,* 
agreement  or  other  instrument  as  aforesaid,  if  made  or  entered  into  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
said  colony  of  British  Ghiiana,  shall  be  of  any  force  or  effect  in  the  said  colony,  unless  the 
same  shall  be  so  entered  into  in  writing  in  presence  of  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  or 
magistrates  of  the  colony,  territory  or  place  in  which  the  proposed  articled  servant,  trades- 
man or  labourer  was  resid^t  at  the  day  of  the  date  thereof;  nor  unless  such  justices  of  the 
peace  or  magistrates  shall  have  subscribed  a  certificate,  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals, 
sutgoined  to  such  indenture,  bond,  agreement  or  instrument,  declaring  that  such  articled 
servant,  tradesman  or  labourer  had  appeared  before  them,  the  said  justices  or  magistrates, 
and  having  by  them  been  duly  exammed,  and  appeared  fully  to  understand  the  terms  and 
nature  of  such  proposed  engagement,  and  had  fi:eely  and  voluntarily  entered  into  the 
same/' 

That  your  petitioner  understands  that  an  opinion  has  been  stated  in  certain  quarters  that 
these  formalities,  with  reference  to  the  execution  of  agreements,  bonds  or  other  instrtiments 
of  service,  are  alike  retrospective  with  the  provisions  in  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  service 
itself,  in  which  event  it  is  obvious  that  every  such  agreement  now  in  existence  in  British 
Ouiana  would  be  annihilated  at  once. 

That  although  your  petitioner  is  advised  that  the  view  so  entertained,  in  regard  to  the 
alleged  retrospective  effect  of  the  solemnities  enacted  by  the  laie  order  in  council,  is  erro- 
neous, and  contrary  to  the  just  interpretation  of  the  said  order,  nevertheless  very  serious  mis- 
chief 
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«chief  cannot  fiul  to  ensile  from  the  general  eii*culation  of  such  opinion,  unless  at  once  con-  BRITISH  GVlANA, 
tradieted  by  high  authority. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellency  to  take  into  consideration  what  has  now 
been  humbly  stated  by  your  petitioner,  and  to  grant  such  relief  to  your  petitioner 
in  the  premises  as  to  your  Excellency  may  seem  fit,  whether  by  an  immediate 
exercise  of  such  authority  as  may  by  law  be  vested  in  your  Excellency,  or  other- 
wise by  submitting  the  hard  and  peculiar  case  of  your  petitioner  for  the  favourable 
consideration  of  his  Majesty  in  council. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

John  J.  GUgeons. 


(No.  1.) 

Know  all  men  who  may  see  this  instrument  of  contract  in  the  manner  hereafter  stipu- 
lated, that  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtyrfive,  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  the  month  of  August,  in  the  city  of  Funchal  in  the  island  of  Madeira, 
appeared  before  me,  notary  public,  on  one  part  the  Portuguese  hereinafter  subscribed,  and 
on  the  other  part  Keirs  &  Co.,  British  merchants  of  this  city,  as  agents  for  Mr.  J.  J. 
Gilgeons,  of  Demerara;  and  it  was  said  by  the  aforesaid  Portuguese  that  being  unemployed 
for  want  of  work,  and  destitute  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  being  informed  that  they  may 
find  happier  prospects  in  the  West  Indies,  and  certain  of  obtaining  their  passport  from  the 
government  of  this  island,  they  have  agreed  of  their  own  free-will,  and  without  inducement 
from  any  person  whatever,  with  Messrs.  Keirs  &  Co.  in  the  following  manner :  that  they 
shall  embark  immediately  in  the  English  ship  Mars,  Captain  Peter  Martin,  at  anchor  in  this 
port,  to  be  conveyed  at  the  expense  of  Keirs  &  Co.,  or  J .  J.  Gilgeons,  to  Demerara,  or  Esse- 
quibo  and  Berbice,  to  be  employed  in  agricultural  labour  or  any  other,  imder  the  orders  of 
Mr.  Gilgeons  or  his  representatives  and  successors.  The  said  Portuguese  engage  to  work 
with  satisfaction  and  good-will,  without  deceit  or  malice,  observing  due  respect  and  obedience 
to  the  person  or  persons  who  may  superintend  them,  for  the  space  of  five  years  complete 
from  the  day  of  their  landing  at  Demerara  during  the  period  of  the  said  five  years.  Messrs. 
Keirs  &  Co.,  or  J.  J.  Gilgeons  or  his  representatives,  snail  be  bound  to  pay  each  of  the  said 
Portuguese  five  Spanish  dollars  per  month,  and  to  each  woman  who  may  accompany  them, 
fit  to  Be  employed  in  some  work  adapted  to  their  condition  and  abilities,  three  dollars  per 
month,  as  long  as  the  aforesaid  of  either  sex  may  work ;  but  if,  through  some  indisposition 
exceeding  the  period  of  twenty  successive  days,  they  should  be  unable  to  serve,  they  shall 
receive  no  wages  until  they  have  recovered ;  they  shall  also  be  supplied  with  their  daily  and 
necessary  food,  as  well  as  a  residence,  a  physician,  medicines  and  due  treatment  when  sick, 
<luring  tne  said  five  years.  The  hours  for  working  every  day  shall  be  the  same  as  are 
customary  in  those  countries ;  on  days  of  festivals  and  such  as  are  kept  at  Demerara,  they 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  work,  unless  some  urgent  necessity  may  require  it.  Mr.  Gilgeons 
shall  give  each  of  the  said  Portuguese  a  piece  of  ground  to  cultivate  in  their  vacant  hours 
and  days,  the  produce  of  which  shall  belong  to  them,  except  those  who  do  not  conduct 
themselves  well.  When  the  aforesaid  period  of  five  years  of  this  contract  is  elapsed,  the  said 
Portuguese,  both  men  and  women,  may  seek  some  other  way  of  living  they  may  think 
proper,  without  having  a  right  to  claim  any  other  pay  or  responsibility.  Should  any  of  the 
saia  Portuguese  of  either  sex  infringe  this  contract,  each  of  them  shall  lose  fifty  dollars 
penalty,  payable  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Gilgeons,  or  his  representative  or  representatives,  being  obliged 
to  continue  in  the  service  if  Mr.  Gilgeons  should  think  proper,  serving  with  i*eadiness  and 
loyalty ;  being,  on  the  contrary,  punished  according  to  law.     Each  mechanic  going  on  this 


voyage  shall  receive  ten  dollars  per  month,  being  cooper  or  carpenter ;  and  eacn  boy  or  girl, 
under  twelve  years  of  age,  the  wages  mentioned  in  the  list  to  be  forwarded  by  Messrs.  ^eirs 
&  Co.  to  Mr.  Gilgeons  monthly,  to  which  entire  credit  shall  be  given,  in  consequence  of  the 
good  faith  and  integrity  of  said  gentlemen ;  and  the  aforesaid  Keirs  &  Co.  said  that  they 
accept  this  contract  for  Mr.  J.J.  GKlgeons,  binding  themselves  to  the  like  penalty  of  fifty 
dollars,  and  to  observe  and  keep  the  said  conditions,  that  the  said  Portuguese  shall  receive 
good  treatment  both  on  their  voyage  and  at  Demerara,  Berbice  and  Essequibo.  They 
declare  that  they  have  paid  and  advanced  to  every  Portuguese,  on  account  of  their  wages, 
five  dollars,  to  be  deducted  from  their  future  pay ;  and  Uiey  also  declare,  that  in  case  of 
advancing  any  money  to  the  women,  it  shall  be  specified  in  a  list  to  be  forwarded  to  Mr. 
'Gilgeons.  It  \Vas  thus  granted  and  ratified  in  the  presence  of  the  witnesses,  Antonio  Elias 
daUostaand  Roberto  Augusto  da  Costa,  of  this  city,  who,  have  also  signed  this  instru- 
ment; Januario  Francisco  da  Costa  made  it;  Manoel  Gonsalves  Pulgueiro,  a  cross; 
Antonia  da  Silva,  a  cross ;  Joas  Martinho  Rodrigues,  a  cross ;  Francisco  Femandes  Pedra, 
a  crobs;  Manoel  Gonsalves,  a  cross ;  Felis  de  Freetas,  a  cross ;  Keirs  8c  Co.,  Antonio  Ehas 
da  Costa,  Roberto  Augusto  da  Costa:  I,  the  said  notary,  who  had  this  instrument 
extracted  firom  my  book  of  records,  to  which  I  refer,  subscribing  and  signing  the  same  with 
jny  public  signature. 

In  fidem  veritatus. 

Januario  Francisco  da  Costa* 

154. — II.  Y  3  I,  Henry 
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BRITISH  GUIAKA.       I,  Henry  Veitoh,  Esquire^  H.  B.  Majesty's  agent  and  consul-general  for  the  klands  rf 

Madeira^  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  faithful  translation  of  the  preceding  and 

annexed  bond  of  agreement. 

An  act  whereof  being  required,  I  have  granted  this  under  my  houad  and  seal 
of  office,  at  Funchal,  island  of  Madeira,  this  twenty-first  day  of  August  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-^ve. 

(signed)        Henry  Veitch, 
^^*  ^''  Agent  and  C!onsul-general. 

*A  true  copy  from  the  original  exhibited  to  me,  the  undersigned  sworn  clerk  and  notary 
public  of  the  Registrar's  OflBce  of  the  district  of  Demerara  and  Esseauibo,  in  the  colony  of 
British  Guiana,  for  authentication  and  signature,  this  twelfth  day  of  May  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

(Quod  attestor.)  G.  Wildoy, 

(L,  8.) 

Sworn  Cleik  and  Netary  Public. 


(No.  2.) 
(Translation.) 

On  this  day,  the  9th  February  1837,  a^^ared  before  me,  I.  J.  Rammelman  Qsimr, 
junior,  secretary  of  the  island  of  Curagao,  m  the  presence  of  the  hereinafter  mentioned  wit- 
nesses :  Mr.  David  de  Meza,  partner  of  the  firm  of  Abraham  Meza  &  Sons,  residing  oa  Urn 
island,  being,  by  virtue  of  the  27th  article  of  the  regulations  for  manumitting  slaves  in  tlie 
We^t  Indies,  possession  of  the  Netherlands,  dated  2dd  October  1831,  appointed  to  tbe 
charge  of  guardianship  of  the  following  minors : 

Constantyn  Roebel.  Kalister  Brakkeput. 

Caroline  Fak,  Maria  Tomasa. 

Dorothea  Pyl.  Pedro  Paula  Landbouwer. 

Maria  Delai.  Martis  Hetman. 

Maria  Gracia.  Barberina  Savonet. 

Maria  Eresin.  Fransina  Savonet. 

Emelia  Kars.  Vincent  Brakkeput. 

Annetta  Savonet.  Martyn  Brakkeput. 

Joseph  Savonet.  Josephina  Brakxeput. 

Eliza  Savonet.  Johannes  Brakkeput. 

Caroline  Brakkeput.  Isenia  Brakkeput. 

Henia  Brakkeput.  Martina  Brakkeput. 

Koset  Brakkeput.  Pier  Brakkeput. 
Kadet  Brakkeput. 

Also  of  the  following : 

Michiel  Navano.  Geertruida  Pouk. 

TTiomas  Jochems.  Hendrik  Roevoet. 

Jan  Chiko.  Bastiaan  Savonet. 

Martis  Feliks.  Fraus  Savonet. 

Wielem  Mars.  Jacobus  Savonet. 

Joseph  Anjel.  Beneto  Knip. 

Pieter  Wed.  Christoppel  St.  Barbera. 

Jan  Leonard.  Jan  Lorgvliet. 

Martis  Hilario.  LodewyE  Brakkeput. 

Karel  Mais.  Clara  Savonet. 

Thomas  Pick.  Adriana  Savonet. 

Manuel  Clement.  Inus  Brakkeput^ 

Elias  Ploeg.  Benieta  Brakkeput. 

Joseph  Bisento.  Josepha  Brakkeput,  and 

Mana  Stam.  Anthony  Claver. 
Maria  Mers6. 

All  of  them  residing  here,  and  being  of  professions,  agriculturists  and  labourers,  on  the  fint 
part ;  and  John  Jacob  GUgeons,  at  presait  here,  as  poprietor  of  plantation  Windsor  Oaatfe, 
gitaate  in  British  Guiana,  planter,  on  the  other  part ;  which  appearers  have  agreed  and  con- 
tracted as  follows : 

Article  1. — The  appearers  on  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  sums  of  m<mey  paid 
to  their  former  master  for  their  freedom,  as  well  as  the  consequent  expenses  attending  the 
obtaining  of  their  letters  of  emancipation,  do  by  these  presents  oind  ana  engage  themselves, 
by  and  vriththe  first  ship's  opportunity,  wjiich  the  appearer  on  the  other  part  shall  procure,  to 
depart  for  Demerara,  situate  m  the  said  colony  of  British  Guiana,  and  on  their  arrival  there 
to  enter  into  the  service  and  the  employ  of  the  appearer  on  the  other  part,  his  heirs,  executors, 
attornies  or  representatives,  and,  in  their  capacity  as  agriculturists  and  labourers,  honestly  to 
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perform  all  vrork  on  the  said  plantation^  or  oa  any  other  estate  situate  in  said  colony^  and  BRITISH  UUIANA. 

alfto  on  all  lawful  and  usual  working  days  to  perform  all  such  field  or  other  work  of  service  

which  are  and  will  be  connected  wifli  the  agriculture,  manufactory,  preparing  and  delivering 
of  the  produce,  or  any  other  work  on  the  said  estate,  and  also  to  give  due  obedience  ana 
submission  to  all  those  who  may  be  appointed  over  them,  and  to  conduct  themselves  with 
zeal,  utility  and  honesty. 

Article  2. — ^That  the  appearers  on  the  first  part  shall  not  commit,  or  by  their  knowledge 
suffer  any  one  else  to  commit,  any  depredation,  injury  or  destruction  to  tne  property  of  the 
appearer  on  the  other  part,  as  also  to  tne  property  mtrusted  to  his  or  their  care  and  such  for 
and  during  the  period  of  six  successive  yeckrs,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  appearers 
on  the  first  part's  arrival  in  this  colony. 

Article  3. — ^The  appearer  on  the  other  part,  in  consideration  and  as  a  reward  for  the  due 
and  faithful  performance  of  said  services,  engages  and  binds  himself,  with  the  exception 
of  the  ten  last-named  minors,  to  pay  as  wages,  duxing  the  six  years  of  their  engagement^ 
two  dollars  per  month,  and  moreover  to  find  and  supply  the  appearers  on  the  first  part  with 
good  lodgings,  food  and  medicines,  and  also  with  medical  attendance  in  case  of  sicluiess,  as 
IS  customary  in  hospitals  on  plantations,  agreeable  to  the  laws,  regulations  and  usages  of  the 
said  colony ;  and  with  regard  to  the  said  ten  minors,  with  good  lodging,  food,  clothing, 
medicine  and  medical  attendance  as  before,  and  no  more. 

Article  4. — ^The  appearers  on  the  first  and  second  part  agree  and  stipulate  that  nine  hours' 
assiduous  labour  shall  be  considered  for  one  day's  work,  and  all  days  when  tke  appearers  on 
the  first  part  shall  be  prevented,  from  sickness,  to  perform  their  allotted  labour,  exceedmg 
five  successive  days,  snail  be  made  good  to  the  ap]fjearer  on  the  other  part,  his  heirs  or 
representatives,  immediately  afler  the  expiration  of  this  contract ;  and  before  the  appearers 
on  the  first  parik  shall  be  allowed  to  leave  the  estate  they  are  working  on,  and  for  every  day 
that  the  appearers  on  the  first  part  shall  wilfully,  and  without  leave  of  absence  obtained, 
absent  themselves  firom  their  work,  they  shall  work  and  make  good  two  other  days,  imme- 
diately after  the  expiiation  of  the  term  of  this  contract,  and  before  leaving  the  plantation ; 
and  the  foregoing  shall  also  apply,  in  the  event  of  the  appearers  on  the  first  part  becoming 
indebted  to  the  appearer  on  tne  second  part,  his  heirs  or  representatives,  for  cash  to  be 
advanced  and  clothing  and  other  articles,  in  which  case  the  appearers  on  the  first  part 
shall  be  bound,  after  the  expiration  of  this  contract,  to  continue  to  labour  for  the  appearer  on 
the  second  part,  at  the  same  rate  and  conditions  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  until  the  appeMvrs 
of  the  second  part  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied. 

Article  6. — The  appearers  on  the  first  part  finally  bind  themselves,  and  give  their  consent 
that  the  appearer  on  the  second  part,  his  heirs  or  representatives,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  hire 
them  to  other  persons  for  such  time  as  may  be  yet  wanting  tp  complete  the  period  of  six 
years. 

Lastly. — ^The  appearers  on  the  first  and  second  part  bind  themselves  to  comply  and  fulfil 
this  contract  in  every  part,  and  to  bind,  for  that  purpose,  their  persons  and  property  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Thus  done  and  executed  at  Curagao,  in  the  presence  of  Messrs.  C!omelius  Palm  and  Johan 
Frederick  Moller  as  witnesses,  and  by  me,  the  umdersigned  colonial  secretory,  and  sworn 
translator  in  the  English  language,  interpreted  to  the  appearers  on  the  first  part. 

"Bie  original  of  this  being  duly  signed. 

(Quod  attestor.)        /.  J.  Rammebium  Ekhier^  jun^  Secretary. 

Seen  legalisation  of  the  signature  of  Isaac  Johannes  RaJBunelnuoi  Elsivier,  Colonial  Secre* 
tary,  Curasao,  11  February  1837* 

The  Director  of  Curasao  and  dependent  Islands, 

jR.  F.  van  Madias. 

By  command^ 

H.  Kikkeri,  1st  Clerk. 
FaithfiiUy  translated  from  the  Dutch, 

W.  Z.  MoUne,  Sworn  Translator. 


(No.  3.) 

State  of  actual  Disbursbments  by  Petitioner  in  respect  of  One  huttdmd  and  twenty 
indented  Labourers,  previous  to  any  Labour  having  been  performed  by  them  in  British 
Chdana. 


Madeira. 

Tom  the    island    of 

616     -    - 


•Gross    expense    attending    import    of  labourers    from  the    island    of  £.     s.    d 

Madeira         ---------._ 


Being  for  each  individual  an  original  advance  of-        ^        -.  15-- 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 


CUHA^AO. 

CJost  of  purchase  of  individuals^  now  indented  labourers,  formerly  slaves, 
virliose  names  are  contained  in  List,  No.  1,  with  the  prices  thereof  re- 
spectively, in  guilders  of  Curasao      ------.         f.  14  710 

Gost  of   purchasing  individuals    whose    names  are  contained  in  List,  * 

No.  2,  having  been  obtained  under  one  agreement      -        -        -        -  13,268 


/.  27,968 
CJonverted  into  guilders  of  Demerara  by  addition  of  20  per  cent.  .  6,592 


/.  33,566 


Amounting,  in  sterling  money,  exchange  at  /.1 4  an  advance  in  purchase 

money  of  -----.----£.  2,396  16    - 


Being  for  purchase  of  each  of  57   slaves,  now  indented  labourers 
an  advance  of  --------£.  42     i- 


Expense  of  voyage  to  and  from  Cura9ao,  including  all  supplies,  charges 
and  disbursements  for  86  indented  labourers,  in  currency  of  Deme- 
rara, - /.  11,932 


Or  in  sterling  money 


£. 862     8     8 


Expense  of  erecting  cottages   for  accommodation  of  said  86  persons, 
being  15  cottages  at/ 1,000     .--.----       /.  16,000 


Or  in  sterling  money 


£.  1,071     8     8 


Proportion  of  two  preceding  disbursements,  applicable  to  67  indented  £.    s.    (L 

labourers,  formerly  slaves        -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -  22  116 

Add  purchase,  as  above  -------  42     1- 


Being  an  outlay  for  each  of  said  67,  previous  to  any  labour  having 
been  performed  by  them,  of       x  -        -        -        -        -        -        £.  64  12     6 


And  for  each  of  29  indented   labourers,  previously  of  free  condition, 

previous  to  any  labour  having  been  performed  by  tnem,of  -  £.  22  11     6 


Abstract. 

Total  expense  of  41  labourers  from  the  island  of  Madeira     .  •        - 
Purchase  of  51  slaves  at  Curasao       -        - 

Expenses  of  voyage  for  86  indented  labourers      -        -        -  -        - 

Expense  of  erecting  cottages  for  said  indented  labourers       -  -        . 

Total  outlay  of  petitioner  previous  to  any  labour  being  performed 

by  indented  labourers        -----  ^ 


£.    s.  (L 

616     -  - 

2,396  16  * 

862     8  8 

1,071     8  8 

4,934  13  4 


List,  No.  1. 

A  List  of  Slaves  emancipated  and  indented  at  Curasao,  with  respective  Cost  to  the 

Petitioner  of  their  Freedom. 


Carolina 
Miguel  Navara 
Delai     - 
Dorothy 
Thomas 
Maria    • 
Ghtitia    - 
Leonard 
Martes  - 
Ned       -        . 
Exsen    - 
Amelia  - 
Karel     - 
Francisco 


Oailden.  Cents 

417 

60 

417 

60 

431 

60 

406 

— 

619 

— 

467 

60 

423 

60 

766 

— 

336 

61 

663 

— 

372 

50 

431 

60 

769 

— 

419 

60 
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Manoel  - 
Marte9  Hilario 
Massey  and  child 
CoDStantiae    - 
Elias      - 
William 
Angel    - 
Thomas  - 
Joseph  Vincento 
Hinarick 
Anthony 
Gertruda 
Peter  and  Maria 


GaiJderf.C«nti. 

669  50 

670  - 
644  - 
361  75 
613  - 
71»  - 
437  - 
706  50 
700  - 
617  50 
613 

654  - 

475  - 

14,710  • 


BRITISH  GUIANA 


List,  No.  2, 

Annitta. 

Vincent 

Benito. 

Joseph. 

Martin. 

Christoffle. 

Eliza. 

Josephina. 

John  Zorgrliet 

Carolina. 

Johannes. 

Lodywik. 

Hieraa. 

Isenia. 

Clara. 

Roset. 

Martina. 

Adriana. 

Kadet 

Pier. 

Juris. 

Calisher. 

Bastian. 

Benito. 

Barbarina. 

Francisco. 

Josepha. 

Francina. 

Jacobus. 

—  No.  143.— 
(No.  222.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  29  June  1837. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch,  No.  321 ,  of  the  13th  of  May,  enclosing  a  petition 
addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Gilgeons,  a  proprietor  of  a  plantation  csdled  Wind- 
sor Castle  in  British  Guiana,  in  which  he  represents  the  injurious  consequences 
which  must  ensue  to  him  from  the  enforcement,  in  some  of  its  particulars,  of 
his  late  Majesty's  order  in  council  of  the  1st  of  last  March. 

I  have  to  acquaint  you,  in  answer,  that  I  do  not  perceive,  in  the  late  order  in 
council  to  which  the  petition  refers,  any  language  which  could  justify  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  validity  of  contracts  of  apprenticeship  entered  into  beyond  the 
limits  of  British  Guiana  before  the  date  of  that  order  is  hereby  made  to  depend 
upon  the  previous  attestation  of  the  magistrates  at  the  place  at  which  such  con- 
tracts were  completed.  In  this  construction  I  find  myself  supported  by  the  opi- 
nion of  the  colonial  Attorney-general.  The  petitioner  suggests  that  the  law  of 
Guiana,  as  it  existed  antecedently  to  the  enactment  of  the  colonial  ordinance  on 
this  subject,  would  have  rendered  the  contracts  into  which  he  entered  valid,  and 
that  the  order  of  March  1837  retrospectively  operated  upon  them,  so  as  to  de- 
prive the  petitioner  of  two-fifths  in  one  case,  and  of  one-half  in  the  other,  of  the 
stipulated  period  of  service.  This  is  an  objection  which  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  estimate  without  the  aid  of  a  report  from  the  colonial  law  officer  of  the 
Crown.  The  abridgment  of  any  pre-existing  legal  right  was  certainly  not  con- 
templated '  when  the  order  in  coimcil  was  made ;  but  the  ordinance  which  it 
confirmed,  with  amendments,  must  apparently  have  been  liable  to  precisely  the 
same  objection,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  common  law  right  to  which  the 
petitioner  refers  was  precisely  commensurate  with  the  rights  created  by  that 
ordinance.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  branch  of  the  subject,  however,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  further  explanations  should  be  given,  and  especially  that  it  should  be 
shown  what  the  ancient  law  of  Guiana  was  respecting  contracts  entered  into  in 
foreign  countries  for  the  performance  of  services  for  a  term  of  years  within  the 
colony,  and  whether  the  law  had  made  any  provision  for  enforcing  the  perform- 
ance of  such  engagements  by  the  contracting  parties,  or  what,  in  the  event  of 
non-performance,  would  have  been  the  penalty  or  the  civil  remedy.     Until  all 
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iBmsH  OTUKA,  this  shall  have  been  distinctly  explained,  it  will  be  impossible  to  reach  any  con- 
fident  conclusion  on  the  question,  whether  the  amendments  of  the  Guiana  ordi- 
nance extinguished  any  rights,  of  which  the  existence  was  earUer  than  the  date 
of  that  ordinance^ 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  Glenelg. 


—No.  144.— 

(No.  383.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  144*  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  7  October  1837. 

With  reference  to  the  despatch  of  your   Lordship,  dated  the  29th  June 
(A.)  (No.  222),  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  copy  of  a 

(B.)  letter  received  from  Mr,  Gilgeons,  together  with  copies  of  the  legal  opinions  of 

(C.)  Mr.  Smith  the  barrister,  employed  by  Mr.  Gilgeons,  as  also  of  the  Attorney- 

general. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth, 


Enclosures  in  No.  144. 


(A.) 
l»d.  in  No.  144.  Sir,  George  Town,  18  September  1837. 

(A.)  In  reference  to  the  memorial  which  I  presented  to  his  Excellency  in  May  last,  and  to 

the  copy  of  the  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  11th  August 
.  on  the  subject  of  that  memorial,  I  now  hand  you  the  opinion  of  counsel  on  a  case 
submitted  by  me,  embracing  the  points  on  which  further  information  was  acquired ;  and 
that  this  information  may  be  as  tuU  as  possible,  I  rec^^uest  that  his  Excellency  may  be 
pleased  to  cause  the  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  colonial  law  officer  of  the  Cirown,  for 
report  to  be  forward^  to  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Hem.  H.  K  F.  Young,  Gov.  Sec  (sigiied)        Johm  J.  GUgetm. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Case  for  the  opinion  of  Coimsel,  submitted  by  John  Jacob  Grilgeans,  of  Plantation  Windsor 

Castle,  in  Essequino,  British  Guiana. 

There  is  herewith  submitted  to  counsel  a  copy  of  a  petition  presented  by  the  said 
J.  J.  Gilgeons  to  his  Excellency  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Bart.,  Governor  in  and 
over  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  relative  to  the  order  by  his  Majesty  in  council  of  the 
.1st  March  1837,  setting  forth  the  consequences  to  him  of  the  said  order  in  council,  and 
praying  that  his  Excellency  would  grant  such  relief  to  him  in  the  premises  as  to  bis 
Excellency  might  seem  fit,  whether  by  an  immediate  exercise  of  such  authority  as  might 
by  law  be  vested  in  his  Excellency,  or  otherwise  by  submitting  the  case  for  the  favourable 
consideration  of  his  Majesty  in  council. 

His  Excellency,  having  been  pleased  to  forward  such  petition  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  has  received  in  answer  thereto  a  despatch.  No.  222,  bearing  date 
29th  June  last,  of  which  a  copy  is  also  herewith  submitted. 

With  reference  to  the  subject  matter  of  these  documents,  the  opinion  of  counsel  is  re- 
quested on  the  following  queries : 

1st. — Previously,  and  up  to  the  passing  of  the  ordinance  of  his  Excellency  and  the  court 
of  policy  of  British  Guiana  of  22d  June  1836,  was  it  lawful,  by  the  common  law  of 
Demerara  and  Essequibo  in  British  Guiana,  for  an  inhabitant  of  that  colony  to  hire  parties 
residing  in  a  foreign  country  as  servants  or  labourers  in  the  said  colony  for  a  term  of  years ; 
^nd  would  the  contract  of  hire,  whether  entered  into  in  the  foreign  country  or  in  this  colony, 
be  by  such  law  valid  ? 

2cl. — Could  either  of  the  contracting  parties  to  such  contract  enforce,  by  the  law  of  the 
said  colony,  performance  of  the  engagements  entered  into,  and  by  what  legal  steps ;  and 
to  what  penalty  or  claim  did  the  party  not  performing  subject  himself? . 

3d.— Was  there  any  restriction,  by  the  common  law  of  Deiafirara  and  Essequibo,  as  to 
the  length  of  the  time  of  service  in  such  a  contract? 

4th. — ^Was  the  said  ordinance  required  to  render  a  oontract  of  that  kind  for  the  period 
of  seven  years  binding  ? 

(signed)       Johm  J.  GUjeons. 
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Opikioh,  (B.) 

Ov  the  first  question:  I  answer  wtthoat  hesitation,  that  by  the  common  law  of 
Holland,  the  4aw  of  Deroerara  and  Esseauibo,  it  was  lawful,  previous  to  the  ordinance  of 
the  court  of  policy  of  2^  June  1836,  for  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  colony  to  hire  parties 
residing  in  a  tbreign  country  as  seryants  or  labourers  in  this  colony  for  a  term  of  years ; 
and  the  contract  of  hire  of  suph  servants  or  labourers  would  by  the  law  of  the  colony,  as 
it  existed  previous  to  22d  June  1836,  have  been  valid  and  binding. 

On  the  second  question :  both  parties  to  such  a  contract  had  by  the  common  law,  as 
it  existed  previously  to  June  1836,  a  right  to  enforce  the  performance  of  this  as  of  any 
other  contract  by  an  ordinary  action  at  law ;  and  non-performance  here,  as  in  other  instances, 
rendered  the  party  liable  for  the  damages  thence  arismg. 

On  the  third  question :  there  was  no  restriction  by  the  common  law  of  the  col<Hiy  as  to 
the  length  of  service  in  such  a  contract,  except,  perhaps,  that  it  could  not  be  expressly 
for  the  whole  of  a  man's  life. 

On  the  fourth  :  the  ordinance  was  not  required  to  render  the  contract  binding  for  sevea 
years ;  but  it  was  required  to  give  a  more  speedy  remedy  in  case  of  non-performance. 

George  Town,  14  September  1887.  (fligaed)        J.  L.  Smith,  jmt. 

(True  copy.) 

(signed)        ff.  E.  F.  Young,  Gov.  Sec. 


(C.) 

Office  of  the  Attorney-general,  /q 

Sir,  3  October  1837. 

In  obedience  to  the  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  signified  to  me  through 
you,  accompanied  by  a  despatch  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  T^o.  222,  dated  Downing-street,  29  June  1837,  I  have  to  submit  the  following 
observations  upon  what  was  the  ancient  law  of  Guiana  respecting  contracts  entered  into  in 
foreign  countnes  for  the  performance  of  services  for  a  term  of  years  within  British  Guiana, 
and  what  provision  that  law  had  made  for  enforcing  the  performance  of  such  engagements 
by  the  contracting  parties,  and  what,  in  the  event  of  non-performance,  would  have  been  the 
penalty  or  civil  remedy. 

For  greater  perspicuity,  this  subject  may  be  treated  of  in  the  following  order : — 

First. — What  was  the  common  law  relative  to  these  contracts,  as  it  existed  from  the 
capitulation  until  the  22d  of  June  1836,  when  the  ordinance.  No.  74,  intituled,  "  An 
Ordinance  for  the  better  regulation  and  enforcement  of  the  relative  duties  of  Mastecs 
and  Employers,  and  articled  Servants,  Tradesmen  and  Labourers  in  British  Guiana,"  was 
passed  by  the  (Sovemor  and  Court  of  Policy  of  the  colony  ? 

Secondly.-^ What  alteration  of  the  common  law  was  made  by  the  ordinance? 

Thirdly. — ^What  amendments  of  the  ordinance  have  been  made  by  the  order  in 
council  of  his  late  Majesty  of  the  1st  March  1837? 

By  the  common  law  of  the  cxAoay,  as  it  existed  previously  to  the  ordinance.  No.  74,  a 
contract  of  the  description  alluded  to  in  the  despatch  was  vahd  if  legally  entered  into 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  foreign  country  where  the  contract  was  made,  and  if  the  par- 
ties to  the  agreement  subsequently  arrived  and  resided  in  British  Guiana,  the  court  here 
would  recognize  and  give  etiect  to  such  a  contract. 

"  Omnium  fere  legislatorum  consensu  ex  comitate  receptum  est  ut  negocia  testamenta  Theses  Selectae 
csBterique  actus  secundum  leges,  loci  ubi  gesti  sunt  rite  celebrati  ubicunque  valeant  nisi  Juris  Hollandici 
contrarium  diserte  statutum  sit  vel  infraudem  statuti  domicilii  resalibi  gesta  est."  xxxix 

The  performance  of  such  engagements  was  enforced  by  an  ordinary  action  at  law,  either 
for  specific  performance  of  the  contract  or  for  damages,  and  if  the  plaintiff  succeeded,  the 
defendant  was  condemned  either  to  specific  perfbrmauce  of  his  agreement,  or  to  pay  da- 
mages* according  to  the  form  of  action  which  the  plaintiff  had  adopted. 

At  the  period  when  the  ordinance,  No.  74,  was  passed,  a  very  large  body  of  labourers 
had  already  arrived  in  the  colony  from  foreign  countries  under  written  agreements  for  ser- 
vice, and  the  law  as  it  existed  was  found  to  be  quite  inadequate  to  afford  to  the  parties, 
in  cases  of  breaches  of  these  contracts,  any  adequate  redress. 

If  the  labourer  quitted  the  service  of  his  employer^  or  committed  any  other  breach  of 
contract,  the  only  remedy  competent  to  the  employer  was  to  bring  his  action,  which  occu- 
pied, perhaps,  a  period  of  12  or  18  months;  and  if  the  employer  ultimately  obtained  a 
judgment,  he  obtained  it  at  a  very  heavy  expense,  which  he  had  no  chance  of  recovering 
agamst  the  labourer.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  employer  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  con- 
tract, the  labourer  who  had  not  the  means  of  incurring  the  expenses  of  a  legal  contest 
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BK1TI6H  GUIANA,    might  fairly  be  said  to  be  without  a  remedy.     It  was  for  these  reasons  that  when  the  ordi- 
—  nance^  No.  74,  for  the  more  speedy  administration  of  justice  in  all  cases  of  breaches  of 

contract  between  masters  and  articled  servants  was  passed,  the  first  clause  was  made 
pointedly  retrospective,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  applicable  to  all  indentures  which  haJd 
then  been  made,  whether  executed  in  or  out  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  by  which  means  all 
indentures  and  labourers  in  the  colony,  when  the  ordinance  was  passed,  were  brought 
within  the  operation  of  the  new  law.  The  first  clause  of  the  ordinance  is  in  the  following 
words  :— 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant- 
governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  honourable  the  Court  of  Policy,  that  all  persons 
who  have  been  or  shall  be  bound  to  other  persons  for  the  performance,  in  this  colony,  of 
any  agricultural,  manufacturing,  handicraft  or  other  description  of  labour  or  service  what- 
soever, by  any  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  bond  of  service,  agreement  or  other  instrument 
of  any  kind  in  writing,  whether  the  same  be  made  or  entered  into  in  this  colony  or  else- 
where, whether  in  or  out  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  with  or  without  stamp,  shall  be  and 
be  considered  as  articled  servants,  tradesmen  or  labourers,  within  the  meaning  and  for  the 
purposes  of  this  ordinance,  and  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  articled  servants, 
tradesmen  or  labourers  shall  be  so  bound,  shall  oe  and  be  considered  as  tlie  masters  or 
employers  of  such  articled  servants,  tradesmen  or  labourers,  for  all  the  purposes  of  this 
ordmance." 

Some  of  Uiese  contracts  in  the  district  of  Berbice  had  been  entered  into  for  a  period  of 
14  years'  service,  but  the  10th  clause  of  the  ordinance  cut  down  all  agreements  oi  the  kind 
to  a  period  of  seven  years. 

The  order  in  council  of  the  1st  March  1837  confirmed  the  ordinance.  No.  74,  with 
amendments,  and  reduced  the  term  of  service  to  a  period  of  three  years. 

It  clearly  enacts  (partially  adopting  the  retrospective  words  of  the  1st  clause  of  the  ordi- 
nance) that  no  person  who  hath  been  or  shall  De  bound  to  any  other  person  for  the  per- 
formance, in  British  Guiana,  of  any  agricultural  labour,  &c.  &c.,  shall  by  force  and  virtue 
of  the  ordinance  be  an  articled  servant,  tradesman  or  labourer,  within  its  true  intent  and 
meaning,  after  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  his  agreement  for  service,  and 
the  ordinance  itself  tne  order  in  council  extinguishes  altogether  on  the  1st  August  1840, 
with  a  qualification  not  necessary  to  be  discussed. 

A  question  has  arisen  within  the  colony  of  some  importance,  whether  children  put  to 
learn  a  trade  should  not  continue  to  be  bound  for  seven  years  under  the  10th  clause  of  the 
ordinance,  notwithstanding  the  order  in  council  of  the  1st  March  1837. 

The  ordinance  undoubtedly  extends  to  the  cases  of  children  put  to  learn  trades^  as  the 
8th  clause  gives  the  power  to  parents  and  guardians  as  well  as  to  the  boards  of  poor's  fund, 
to  apprentice  infants  of  the  full  age  of  nine  years,  and  the  form  of  the  indenture  under 
the  Schedule  (A.)  referring  to  indentures  of  this  particular  description  expressly  mentions 
that  the  party  to  whom  the  infant  is  bound  takes  him  as  his  apprentice,  '^  to  be  taught  or 
instpjcted  in  the  trade  or  business  of,"  &c. 

In  the  order  in  council  of  the  1st  of  March,  Hmiting  all  indentures  under  the  ordinance 
(with  an  exception  unnecessary  to  be  stated)  to  three  vears,  I  see  no  exception  made  in 
favour  of  the  indentures  mentioned  in  the  8th  clause  of  the  ordinance ;  and  the  ordinance 
itself,  as  already  remarked,  is  at  an  end  on  the  1st  of  August  1840. 

The  whole  question  herein  discussed  may  thus  be  briefly  recapitulated  : — 

The  common  law  respecting  contracts  of  service,  prior  to  No.  74,  fixed  no  particular 
limit  to  their  duration. 

The  ordinance.  No.  74,  superseded  the  common  law,  inasmuch  as  it  fixed  a  definite 
limit  to  contracts  of  service,  and  in  case  their  stipulations  were  violated,  gave  to  the  party 
injured  a  summary  remedy  for  redress. 

The  order  in  coimcil  reduced  the  term  of  service  prescribed  by  the  ordinance.  No.  74, 
and  disallowed  its  operation  dtogether  after  the  1st  of  August  1840. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         tVilliam  Fttrlonge^  Attomey-generaL 

(True  copy.) 

(signed)        H.  E.  K  Young,  Gov.  Sec. 

To  the  Honourable  Henry  Fox  Young, 
Government  Secretary. 
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No.   145. BRinSH  GUIANA. 

(No.  3890  

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  23  October  1837.  No.  145. 

I  HAVE  the  honoiir  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  "humble  memorial,  addressed 
to  Her  Majesty  in  Council  by  the  proprietors,  merchants,  traders  and  others,  in- 
habitants of  the  district  of  Berbice  in  this  province.  The  memorial  relates  to 
the  late  order  in  council,  shortening  the  period  for  which  artificers  and  servants 
could  otherwise,  under  the  ordinance  regulating  the  relative  duties  of  employers 
and  articled  servants,  have  been  indented. 

Whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Her  Majesty  with  respect  to  the  prayer  of  this 
memorial,  the  expressions  of  the  memorialists,  wherein  they  state  the  sentiments 
of  devout  gratitude  which  they  entertain  towards  the  Divine  Providence  for  the 
high  degree  of  general  prosperity  which,  under  the  fostering  care  of  his  late  Majesty, 
the  colony  of  British  Guiana  has  already  attained,  and  the  confidence  with  which 
they  assert  that  they  look  forward  to  the  continuance  and  increase  of  those 
Hessings  under  Her  Majesty's  reign,  will,  I  most  respectfully  hope  and  anticipate, 
be  gratifying  to  Her  Majesty. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         /.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  in  No.  145. 
Unto  The  Queen's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  CounciU 

The  humble  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  proprietors  and  representatives  of  estates,  End.  iu  No.  145. 
merchants,  traders  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Berbice,  in  the 
colony  of  British  Guiana. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We,  the  undersigned  proprietors,  representatives  of  proprietors,  merchants,  traders  and 
others,  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Berbice,  in  the  colony  of  British  Guiana,  are  desirous 
of  approaching  Your  Royal  presence  in  Council,  with  the  assurance  of  our  loyal  and 
dutiful  attachment  to  Your  Majesty's  Person  and  Government. 

Your  memorialists  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  anxious  attention  with  which  the  interest  of 
the  dependencies  of  the  Crown  were  regarded  by  Your  Majesty's  venerated  uncle,  their  late 
sovereign,  William  the  Fourth,  whose  name  will  long  be  cherished  and  held  in  most  re- 
spectful remembrance,  for  that  paternal  regard  for  the  rights  and  welfare  of  liis  subjects, 
and  that  strong  desire  to  ameliorate  all  laws  and  customs  at  variance  with  their  prosperity 
and  happiness,  which  so  eminently  distinguished  his  Majesty  during  the  course  of  his 
Majesty's  memorable  reign ;  and  they  are  devoutly  grateful  to  Divine  Providence  for  the 
high  degree  of  general  prosperity  to  which,  under  such  fostering  care,  the  colony  of  British 
'  Guiana  has  already  attainea. 

It  is  with  the  fullest  confidence  Your  memorialists  look  forward  to  the  continuance  and 
increase  of  those  blessings  in  the  reign  which  has  now  so  propitiously  commenced  by  Your 
Majesty's  accession  to  the  throne,  which  assurance  emboldens  them  to  lay  their  memorial 
at  the  feet  of  Your  Majesty  in  Council,  with  the  firm  belief  that  the  grievances  of  which 
they  have  to  complain  will  at  once  be  removed. 

The  settlement  of  British  Guiana  as  a  colony,  acquired  by  conquest,  has  hitherto  been 
subject  to  the  authority  of  Your  Majesty,  and  Your  Majesty's  Royal  predecessors,  in 
Council. 

By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  on  the  faith  of  which  the  district  of  Berbice,  then  a  sepa- 
rate colony  from  Demerara  and  Essequibo,  was  surrendered  to  the  Crown  of  Great  BriUiin 
in  the  year  1803,  it  was  conceded  to  the  colonists  that  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  colony 
should  remain  in  force  and  be  respected,  and  that  no  new  institutions  should  be  introduced 
without  the  consent  of  the  court  of  policy,  as  the  legislative  authority  of  the  colony. 

That,  in  conformity  to  his  late  Majesty's  ord«r  in  council,  bearing  date  the  fourth  day 
of  March  1831,  the  colonies  of  Berbice,  Demerara  and  Essequibo  were  united,  under  the 
name  of  British  Guiana,  when  the  court  of  policy  of  the  districts  of  Demerara  and  Esse- 
quibo, with  certain  prescribed  alterations,  became  the  local  legislative  body  of  the  united 
colony. 

Previous  to  the  22d  day  of  June  1836,  there  existed  no  law,  practice  or  regulations  in 

British  Guiana  in  any  way  restricting  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants,  in  regard  to  the  enterii^ 

154.— 11.  z   3  into 

Digitized  by 


Google 


l82 


PAFER8  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


BRITISH  GUIANA,    into  fair  and  regular  agreements  of  service  with  persons  of  free  condition,  whether  in  or  out 
— —  of  Your  Majesty's  dominions  ;  and  where  such  contracts  were  entered  into  by  parties,  the 

observance  of  the  stipulated  conditions  was  enforced  by  virtue  of  the  laws  and  usages  of 
the  colony. 


Vide  Papers  rela- 
tive to  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery, 
1837,  Part  4(1), 
page  442 ;  and 
Appendix  to  ditto, 
page  41. 


Vide  Papers  rela- 
tive to  the  Aboli- 
tion of  Slavery, 
1837,  Part  4  (t), 
page  442. 


In  thid  situation  an  ordinance  was  enacted,  on  the  22d  day  of  June  1836,  by  his  Excel- 
lency Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth,  Baronet,  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  court  of  policy  of  the  colony,  entitled,  "  An  Ordinance  for  the  better  rega- 
lation  and  enforcement  of  the  relative  duties  of  Masters  and  Employers,  and  articled  ser- 
vants, Tradesmen  and  Labourers  in  British  Guiana."  By  which  ordinance  it  was,  inter  alia, 
enacted,  '*  That  all  persons  who  have  been  or  shall  be  bound  to  other  persons  fbr  the  per- 
formsmee  in  this  colony  of  any  agricultural,  manufacturing,  handicraft  or  other  description 
'  of  labour  or  service  whatsoever,  by  any  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  bond  of  service,  agree- 
ment or  other  instrument  of  any  kind  in  writing,  whetner  the  same  be  made  or  entered  into 
in  this  colony  or  elsewhere,  whether  in  or  out  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  vnth  or  without 
stamp,  shall  be  and  be  considered  as  articled  servants,  tradesmen  or  labourers  within  the 
meaning  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  ordinance ;  and  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such 
articled  servants,  tradesmen  or  labourers  shall  be  so  bound,  shall  be  and  be  considered  as 
the  masters  or  employers  of  such  articled  servants,  tradesmen  or  labourers,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  ordinance.  And,  "  That  no  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  bond  of  service,  or  other 
written  instrument  by  which  any  person  shall  be  bound  for  the  performance  of  any  agricul- 
tural, manufacturing  or  other  labour  or  service  in  the  colony,  shall  be  and  continue  in  fbroe 
for  any  period  of  time  exceeding  seven  years  from  the  commencement  thereof." 

Upon  the  strength  and  faith  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  colony  as  they  existed 
previous  to  the  promulgation  of  the  aforesaid  colonial  ordinance,  of  the  ordinance  itself — 
and  such  ordinances  have  always  been  viewed  and  received  by  your  memorialists  as  having 
the  full  force  of  law,  until  disallowed  or  altered  by  orders  in  council — and  of  the  publica- 
tion in  this  colony  of  a  despatch  by  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg,  Uolonial 
Secretary,  addressed  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  British  Guiana,  bearing  date  the 
31st  day  of  October  1886,  declaring  that  ordinance  to  be  in  full  effect  and  force  imtil  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known,  and  in  consequence  of  the  great  deficiency  of 
human  labour  in  British  Guiana,  and  the  serious  obstruction  thereby  occasioned  to  the  due 
cultivation  of  the  soil  of  this  extensive  and  important  colony  (the  resources  of  which  can 
never  be  fully  developed  unless  the  labouring  population  is  increased  by  many  times  their 
present  number),  many  planters  and  others,  inhabitants  of  this  district,  were  induced  to 
proceed  to  the  foreign  islands  of  Curagao,  St.  Eustatia,  St.  Thomas,  &c.,  in  which  negro 
slavery  continues  to  be  maintained  by  the  full  force  of  the  law,  where  they  entered  into 
engagements,  according  to  the  forms  and  practices  of  those  islands,  with  a  variety  of  indi- 
viduals, both  free  and  enslaved,  whereby  they  bound  them  to  proceed  to  this  district  of 
British  Guiana  as  agricultural  labourers,  tradesmen  or  domestic  servants,  all  of  whom, 
from  the  general  poverty  of  the  islands  in  which  they  were  located,  and  their  consequent 
privations  and  miserable  condition  there,  expressed  not  only  a  willingness,  but  the  strongest 
anxiety,  to  leave  these  places  for  the  more  cheering  prospects  of  British  Guicma,  upcm  the 
fevourable  conditions  stipulated  in  their  indentures. 

That  with  regard  to  such  as  were  enslaved,  arrangements  were  entered  into  by  which 
their  manumission  was  purchased,  on  the  understanding  that  they,  when  actually  emanci- 
pated, were  voluntarily  to  engage  upon  terms  uniformly  very  advantageous  to  themselves, 
m  the  agricultural  or  other  stipuiatea  service  of  their  employers  in  this  colony  for  a  certain 
period,  oeing  in  all  cases  from  five  to  seven  years,  at  the  expiry  of  which  indentures,  of 
course,  they  were  to  become  unconditionally  free. 

The  expense  of  purchasing  the  freedom  of  these  individuals,  manumitting,  indentii^  and 
conveying  them  to  this  colony,  in  many  instances,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  80/.  sterling, 
and  seldom  to  less  than  60  Z.  sterling ;  besides,  being  furnished  with  board,  lodging,  medicine 
and  medical  attendance,  they  receive  from  their  employers  certain  wages,  according  to 
circumstances,  varying  from  two  to  five  dollars  a  month  each,  all  as  stipulated  in  their 
indentures. 

By  virtue  of  their  agreements,  such  labourers  have  not  only  been  amply  provided  with 
all  the  necessaries  of  life  during  the  limited  period  of  their  apprenticeship,  out  have  for 
themselves  and  their  descendants  been  emancipated  from  a  state  of  harassing,  abject  and 
perpetual  slavery,  in  which  they  were  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  for  ever  separated  from 
their  friends  and  families,  and  sold  for  exportation  to  the  other  foreign  settlements  in  which 
slavery  continues  to  exist  with  unabated  rigour. 

With  regard  to  the  contracting  labourers  imported  of  free  condition,  there  has,  it  is  true, 
been  a  much  smaller  outlay  of  capital  required }  but  their  indentures  are  generally  of 
shorter  duration,  and,  in  all  cases,  their  wages  are  much  higher,  varying  from  10  to  18 
dollars  a  month. 

A  most  ample  explanation  of  their  future  duties  and  condition  in  British  Guiana  was 
uniformly  afforded  to  these  labourer,  whether  free  or  enslaved,  by  the  parties  contracting 
with  them,  and  those  duties  were  again  explained  to  them  on  their  arrival  in  this  colony 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  district,  to  whom  eveiy  such  indenture  falls  to  be  exhibited,  that  he 
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may  satisfy  himself  that  the  labourer  fully  understands  its  import ;  and  in  do  indtanee  has  BRITISH  GUIANA. 

that  oflBcer  of  the  Crown  in  the  district  of  Berbice  seen  cause  to  object  to  the  conditions  

stipulated  in  the  contracts  as  unfair  towards  the  labourer. 

In  this  situation  the  importers  of  the  labourers  in  question,  not  only  with  a  large  advance 
of  money  expended  in  reliance  upon  tlie  proper  fulfilment  of  the  agreements  entered  into 
with  them,  but  with  the  cultivation  of  their  estates,  in  many  instances,  nfttterially  depend- 
ing upon  the  continued  services  of  these  individuals,  an  order  was  very  unexpectedly 
issued  by  his  late  Majesty  in  council,  of  date  the  1st  of  March  1837,  by  which  the  just 
expectations  of  the  parties  contracting  with  them  have  been  very  seriously  affected ;  and 
generally,  this  district  of  the  colony  cannot  fail  to  be  materially  injured,  provided  some  ol 
the  enactments  of  that  order  in  council  are  not  repealed  or  satis£ELctorily  eiqplained. 

It  is  thereby  declared,  that  no  individual  at  present  boimd  by  any  written  instrument 
for  the  performance  of  any  labour  or  service  in  British  Guiana  shall  continue  to  be  bound 
by  such  instrument  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  thereof. 

By  virtue  of  this  most  unexpected  and  retroactive  order  in  council,  the  continuance 
of  tne  valuable  and  important  rights  of  the  parties  entitled  to  the  services  of  the  labourers 
imported  into  this  district  of  British  Guiana  from  the  aforesaid  foreign  islands,  and  now  in 
their  employment,  performing  their  contracted  duties  with  the  greatest  possible  cheerful- 
ness, is  in  every  instance  abridged ;  and,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  t^rm  of 
endurance  of  the  contracts  is,  by  its  retrospective  operation,  shortened  by  more  than 
one-half. 

That  Your  memorialists  have  always  understood  that  ex  post  facto  laws  cannot  have 
effect  given  to  them  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  all  laws,  therefore,  framed  there  are  made  to 
commence  inftitvxOj  and  not  until  they  are  properly  promulgated. 

In  Dwanies's  Treatise  on  Statutes,  and  the  proper  Boundaries  of  Legislation  and  of 
Judicial  Interpretation,  he  observes,  "  A  retroactive  statute  would  partake  in  its  character  of 
the  mischiefs  of  an  ex  post  facto  law  as  to  all  cases  of  crimes  and  penalties ;  and  in  matters 
relating  to  contracts  or  property  would  violate  every  sound  principle." — Part  II.,  p.  680. 

British  Guiana  bein^  a  colony  acquired  by  conquest  is  subject  to  the  orders  of  Your 
Majesty  in  Council ;  but  the  memorialists  are  unable  to  discover  any  reason  why  such 
orders,  which  are  binding  on  them,  shovdd  have  a  retroactive  effect,  any  more  than  Acts  of 
Parliament,  which  affect  the  rights  and  interests  of  other  portions  of  the  subjects  of  the 
Crown.  But  they  cannot  persuade  themselves  that  at  the  framing  of  the  order  in  question, 
the  abridgment  of  their  Uien  existing  just  rights  was  really  contemplated ;  nor  can  they 
believe  that  a  penalty  so  very  oppressive  could  have  been  piuposely  applied  to  cases  affect- 
ing parties  not  originally  under  the  authority  of  the  British  Crown;  a  great  majority  of  whom, 
moreover,  have  been  rescued  by  the  instrumentality  of  many  of  Your  memoriausts  from  a 
state  of  cruel  and  permanent  servitude,  in  countries  where  they  were  invariably  kept  hi  utter 
ignorance  of  religion,  and  placed  in  a  colony  where  instruction  is  provided  for  their  spiritual 
wants,  and  where  they  are  in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  inestimable  rights  of  free- 
bom  men. 

Your  memorialists  have  also  to  represent  that  a  difficulty  or  ambiguity  exists  in  regard  to 
another  portion  of  the  said  order  in  council :  it  is  thereby  enacted,  "  That  no  such  inden- 
ture of  apprenticeship,  bond  of  service,  a^eement  or  other  instrument  as  aforesaid,  if  made 
or  entered  into  at  any  place  beyond  the  limits  of  the  said  colony  of  British  Guiana,  shall  be 
of  any  force  or  effect  within  the  said  colony,  unless  the  same  shall  be  so  altered  into  in 
writing  in  the  presence  of  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  or  magistrates  of  the  colony, 
territory  or  place  in  which  the  proposed  articled  servant,  tradesman  or  labourer  was  resident 
at  the  day  of  the  date  thereof;  nor  unless  such  justices  of  the  peace  or  magistrates  shall  have 
subscribed  a  certificate,  under  their  respective  hands  and  seals,  subjoined  to  such  indenture, 
bond,  agreement  or  instrument,  declaring  that  such  proposed  articled  servant,  tradesman  or 
labourer  had  appeared  before  them,  the  said  justices  or  magistrates,  and  having  by  them  been 
duly  examined,  had  appeared  fully  to  understand  the  terms  and  nature  of  such  proposed 
engagement,  and  had  freely  and  voluntarily  entered  into  the  same." 

Your  memorialists  have  reason  to  know  that  contrary  opinions  are  entertained  in  the  colony 
regarding  these  foimalities ;  some  contend  that  the  clause  here  quoted  is  alike  retrospective 
with  that  part  of  the  order  which  affects  the  duration  of  the  service  of  the  labourers ;  and 
that  every  agreement  between  the  colonists  and  the  labourers  is  liable  to  be  set  aside  at 
once,  for  want  of  witnessing  magistrates  to  the  indentures  at  the  places  where  the.  contracts 
were  entered  into  and  executed. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  so  interpret  that  clause  of  the  order ;  they  concur  in  the  view 
taken  of  it  by  the  colonial  attorney-general,  as  contained  in  his  opinion,  furnished  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  colony  on  the  1st  of  May  last,  in  which  he  says  that  he  feels 
"  inclined  ta  think  that  indentures  are  not  null  and  void,  on  the  ground  that  they  have  not 
been  executed  in  presence  of  two  witnessing  magistrates ;"  but  as  he  has  expressed  some 
doubts  on  the  subject,  and  as  it  is  possible  that  the  erroneous  construction  may  be  circu- 
lated among  the  persons  so  indented,  and  that  very  serious  discontent  and  mischief  may  con- 
sequently ensue  therefrom,  your  memorialists  consider  it  their  duty  most  respectfully  U> 
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BRITISH  GUlAIilA.    solicit  from  Your  Majesty  in  Council  a  contradiction  of  so  dangerous  an  interpretatiofn  of 
■"""  that  clause,  in  order  to  obviate  all  difficulty  and  embarrassment  with  reference  to  it. 

May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Your  most 
Honourable  Privy  Council,  j^raciously  to  take  into  consideration  the  hard  and 
peculiar  circiunstances  in  winch  many  of  Your  Majesty's  lo^l  subjects  in  this 
colony  are  placed,  by  the  enactments  contained  in  the  aforesaid  order  in  council, 
and  to  abrogate  and  disallow  the  retrospective  effect  of  the  clauses  therein  inserted, 
or  to  grant  such  otlier  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  Your  Majesty  in  Council  may 
seem  to  be  just  and  requisite. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 


W.  Ross. 

George  Laing. 

Robert  Robertson. 

John  Cameron,  attorney  of  Da- 
vidsons, Barkly  &  Co.,  Lord 
Reay,  executors,  estate  of  Wil- 
liam Alves. 

William  Cort. 

William  Cort,  jun. 

Frederick  Cort. 

John  Cort. 

Robert  Smith,  m.  d. 

J.  Chisholm. 

D.  N.  Taylor. 

Thomas  Coleman. 

D.  Fraser. 

Campbell  Faloon,  for  self,  and 
a<*  representing  the  estates  of 
James  Blair,  Hugh  M'Cal- 
mont,  Thomas  William  Earle 
&  Co.,  and  John  Ross. 

Lewis  Cameron,  attorney,  Plan- 
tation Union. 

P.  Nicolson. 

P.  Oldfield. 

A.  Grant. 

S.  B.  Beresford. 

W.  O'Donoghue. 

N.  T.  Black. 

John  Stewart. 

Richard  W.  Egg. 

M.  Bennett. 

G.  Crass. 

W.  Fenekenseeper. 

W.  von  der  Marck. 

John  Riddoch.* 

James  Paterson,  for  self,  and 
Thomas  Williams,  proprietor, 
plantation  Prospect  and  Stand- 
vasliqheacl. 

F.  Braithwaite. 

Samuel  M*fcircly. 

John  J.  Dare. 

A.  Macleod. 

Janjcs  Dimlop. 

liobert  J.Gibson. 

James  Comiicke. 

James  Russel. 

James  Carlile. 

J.  Franzen. 

William  Waucrb. 

John  M'Kenzic. 

R.  Burns. 

Robert  Fraser. 

Jv  Carmichael  Jameson. 

D.  C.  Cameron,  by  his  attorney, 
James  Kirk  wood. 


James  Kirk  wood. 
William  Gunn. 
John  Patterson. 
W.  Nash. 
James  H.  Young. 
J.  E.  Foderingham. 
William  Scott 

A.  Bone. 
John  Somersall. 
Henry  Quin. 
R.  Marshall. 
John  Bethune. 

F.  Langain. 
J.W.Grant. 
J.  P.  Alt. 
William  Marshall. 
John  Sharp. 
James  Gismond. 

B.  Trell. 

Waiiam  M'Neil. 
M.  T.  B.  CampbeU. 
William  Campbell. 
John  Beresfora. 
James  Laing. 

L.  P.  Henery. 
John  Campbell. 

G.  Fullarton,  jun. 
James  IJone. 
Donald  Ross. 
Williani  Lyle. 
Roderick  M'Kenzic. 
Alexander  Cameron^ 
Charles  Matbeson. 
R.  Gomall. 

Evan  Cameron. 
Alexander  Winter. 
L.  A.  Earrault. 
A.  Houstoun. 
Robert  Grayton. 
Hugh  Campbell. 
George  Hewley. 
Benjamin  Warren. 
S.  Dawson. 
G.  P.  Anthony. 
George  Bone. 
William  Cox. 

C.  Franzen. 
J.  Patori. 

A.  McDonald. 
T.  Theilen. 
C.  B.  Kip. 
J.  Timmey. 
M.  J.  Timmey. 
C.  J.  van  Rossum.. 
William  Laing. 
Angus  Campbell. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES.  185 

No.  146. BRITISH  GUIANA. 

(No.  281.)  

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  1  January  1838.  No.  146. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dedpatches,  Nos.  383  and 
389,  of  the  7th  and  23d  of  Octoher  ;  the  former  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  and 
other  documents  from  Mr.  Gilgeons,  on  the  suhject  of  the  order  of  his  late  Ma- 
jesty in  council,  of  the  Ist  March  last,  respecting  the  hiring  and  apprenticeship  of 
indentured  servants  in  British  Guiana ;  the  latter  enclosing  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Berbice,  also  relating  to  the  above  order  in 
council  of  the  1st  March. 

By  the  present  opportunity,  you  will  receive  from  me  a  despatch,  enclosing  an 
explanatory  order  which  waa  passed  by  Her  Majesty  in  council,  on  the  11th   rife  Papers  or- 
ultimo,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  misconceptions  which  had  arisen  in  regard  to  ?^^^u^  printed 
the  previous  order.     This  explanatory  order  wiU  be  found  to  meet  the  case  of  i^rds,^  Fetowry 
Mr.  Gilgeons,  and  renders  any  further  remark  on  his  present  representation  un-  1838,  No.  74,  p. 44, 
necessary.     It  likewise  affords  the  answer  which  it  is  my  wish  that  you  should  jy^^^  ^^^^  .    ^j^^ 
return  to  the  other  persons,  whose  memorial  you  have  transmitted ;  and  I  trust  House  of  Com- 
that  it  will  prove  satisfactory  to  them,  as  it  was  with  a  view  to  meet  the  wishes  mons,  3  March 
of  parties  similarly  situated  with  themselves  that  these  modifications  of  the  order  ^*38,  No.  180, 
in  council  were  made,  which  must  be  considered  as  the  only  departure  from  its  P*  ^' 
original  provisions  which  Her  Majesty  can  be  advised  to  sanction. 

I  have  ftirther  to  state,  with  reference  to  this  memorial,  that  having  laid  it  be- 
fore The  Queen,  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  receive  it  very  graciously ;  and  Her 
Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  assure  you  that  she  fuUy  partakes  in  those  feel- 
ings of  gratitude  to  Divine  Providence  which  the  memorialists  have  expressed  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  important  benefits  to  all  classes  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  the  colony,  which  have  resulted  from  the  aboUtion  of  slavery,  and  ftt>m 
the  impartial  and  firm  administration  of  the  law. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Glenelg. 


—No.  147.— 
(No.  3470 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  24  June  1837.  No.  147. 

I  BBG  to  submit,  with  every  respect,  to  your  Lordship,  copy  of  an  ordinance    VideA^p^,  No*  7- 

passed  by  myself  and  the  court  of  policy,  extending  the  authority  of  the  special 

justices,  and  granting  to  them  power  to  adjudicate  in  all  cases  of  petty  breaches 
of  the  peace,  petty  thefts,  and  other  matters  over  which  they  have  hitherto  had 
no  jurisdiction.  As  the  additional  authority  thus  granted  to  the  special  justices 
is  not  confined  to  apprenticed  labourers  only,  but  embraces  equally  all  classes  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  observe  to  your  Lordship,  that  the 
passing  of  this  ordinance  affords  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  that  could  be  desired 
of  the  very  great  change  in  the  opinions  of  the  mhabitants  of  this  colony.  This 
ordinance,  which  is  now  accepted  as  a  boon,  would  formerly,  and  not  long  ago, 
have  been  rejected  with  indignation.  The  alteration  in  the  public  opinion  is 
most  gratifying,  and  encourages  me  to  be  very  sanguine  in  my  hopes  of  complete 
ultimate  success. 

Your  Lordship  will  not  fail  to  observe,  that  all  punishments  under  this  ordi- 
nance are  by  fine  and  imprisonment ;  and  that  the  degrading  lash  is  never  re- 
sorted to. 

I  h(q>e  that  this  ordinance  will  meet  with  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  appro* 
bation. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        /.  Carmichael  Smyth. 
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—No.  148.— 


(No.  258.) 
Copy  pf  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

No.  14I5.  Sir,  Downing-street,  6  October  1837. 

i  HAVE  received  your  despatch.  No.  347,  of  the  24th  June,  transmitting  copy 
of  an  ordinance  passed  by  yourself  and  the  court  of  policy,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  jurisdiction  of  each  special  justice  within  his  own  district  to  all 
cases  of  breaches  of  the  peace  which  shall  not,  in  his  judgment,  merit  a  severer 
punishment  than  a  penalty  of  2Z.  sterling,  whether  committed  by  apprentices  or 
others;  to  all  cases  of  petty  theft  or  receipt  of  stolen  goods,  where  the  value  stolen 
or  received  does  not  exceed  2/.  sterling;  and  to  similarly  limited  cases  of  em- 
bezzling or  obtaining  property  on  false  pretences,  or  of  malicious  injury  to  pro- 
perty. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  objection  to  this  jurisdiction,  in  so  far  as  the  subjects 
and  objects  of  it  are  concerned ;  nor  do  I  consider  it  objectionable  as  regards  the 
special  justices,  who  are,  of  course,  less  laboriously  occupied  with  their  peculiar 
duties  now,  than  they  were  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  apprenticeship. 

With  respect  to  the  methods  of  procedure  prescribed  by  the  ordinance,  there 
are  only  two  points  on  which  I  have  any  remarks  to  make. 

1st.  by  the  7th  clause,  the  special  justice  is  empowered,  in  cases  of  breaches  of 
the  peace,  to  administer  an  oath  not  only  to  the  accuser,  but  also  to  the  accused. 
I  advert  to  this,  because  I  am  not  aware  of  any  precedent  for  it  in  British  law, 
and  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  special  justices  should  be  cautioned  not  to  use  the 
powers,  unless  when  the  special  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  fully  justify  it 
The  cases  which  are  contemplated  in  the  enactment  are  (as  I  conceive)  those  in 
which  it  may  be  a  matter  of  chance,  or  perhaps  of  dispute,  which  party  to  the 
breach  of  the  peace  accuses  the  other  first,  and  in  which  it  might  seem  an  injus- 
tice to  subject  01^  party  and  not  another  to  the  obligations  of  an  oath.  If  con- 
fined to  such  cases,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
administering  an  oath  to  both  parties  may  not  be  justifiable  and  expedient. 

2d.  By  the  8th  clause,  power  is  given  to  the  special  justice  to  adjourn  his  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  defietult  of  security  in  money,  to  the  amount  of  21.  sterling,  being 
lodged,  to  commit  "  the  offender"  (meaning,  I  presume,  the  accused)  to  prison 
pending  the  adjournment,  provided  that  no  adjournment  shall  exceed  48  hours, 
except  in  cases  of  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause.  I  doubt  whether  48  hours* 
confinement  previous  to  conviction,  in  cases  wherein  it  is  not  imavoidable,  can 
be  properly  permitted.  I  think  that  12  hours  would  be  a  more  fitting  maximum 
^here  the  adjournment  is  not  unavoidable,  and  that,  even  when  it  is  unavoidable, 
it  should  not  be  extended  beyond  48,  when  that  extension  involves  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  an  unconvicted  party  in  prison. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  wiH  submit  to  the  court  of  policy  the  expediency 
of  amending  this  ordinance  in  conformity  with  this  view,  unless  you  should  be 
aware  of  some  adequate  reasons  to  the  contrary,  which,  in  that  case,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  report  for  my  information. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 

—No.  149.— 
(No.  414.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Gleneig. 

No.  149.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  27  November  1837. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Gloster,  Her  Majesty's  Attorney-general  in  this  colony,  affording 
explanation  upon  those  enactments  in  the  ordinance  for  the  purpose  of  extend- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  special  justices,  respecting  which  your  Lordship,  in  your 
despatch  of  the  6th  October,  No.  258,  required  ftirther  and  more  detiuled  infor- 
mation. 

I  hope  that  the  explanations  offered  by  Mr.  Gloster  will  be  deemed  satisfactory 
by  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         /.  Carmichael  Smyth. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  149.  BRmsH^iANA. 

Sir,  Guiana  Public  Buildings,  25  Nor.  IBS?.         End.  in  No.  140. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ytmr  letter,  dated  the  24th  instant, 
enclosing  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  the  6tli 
October  1B37,  No.  258,  requesting  explanation  of  some  provisions  of  the  ordinance^  No.  a, 
intituled,  ^*  An  Ordimance  for  exten£ng  the  Powers  of  the  Special  Justices."  The  specid  justice 
was,  by  the  7th  clause  of  the  ordinance,  empowered  to  administer  an  oath  to  the  accused 
precisely  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  his  Lordship,  and  to  enable  the  special  justice,  in  par- 
ticular complaints,  to  extract  the  real  truth  and  iustice  of  the  case.  It  might  happen  that 
the  party  preferring  and  swearing  to  a  charge  of  assault  ^fas  a  person  of  very  indifferent 
character,  and  the  accused  of  the  highest  respectability.  In  such  a  case  it  was  deemed 
expedient  that  the  magistrate  should  have  a  discretion  (if  he  saw  fit  to  exercise  it)  to  allow 
to  the  accused  the  power  of  contradicting,  by  his  own  oath,  the  oath  of  the  complaiiiant. 
The  9th  section  seems  objectionable  to  lus  Lordship,  as  it  allows  the  special  justice  t» 
commit  the  party  accused,  on  an  adjournment  of  nis  proceedings,  for  48  hours.  The 
amount  of  security,  28  .guilders,  required  is  so  small,  and  is  so  readily  found  by  almost 
every  person  brought  before  a  magistrate,  that  perhaps  any  alteration  of  the  law  in  this 
respect  may  be  considered  unnecessary,  particularly  as  adjournments  in  the  petty  cases 
which  the  justice  has  to  try  must  be  very  rare. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        Henry  Gloster,  Attorney-general. 

(A  true  copy.) 

(signed)         W.  B.  Wolseley,  Assist  Gov.  Sec. 

To  the  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young, 
Government  Secretary. 


—  No.  150.— 
(No.  295.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  14  February  1838.  No.  150. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  No.  414,  of  the  27th  of 
Novenaber  last,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Attorney-general  of  Guiana,  in  whidi 
he  furnishes  the  explanations  which  I  was  desirous  of  receiving  on  the  subject  of 
the  ordinance  passed  by  yourself  and  the  court  of  policy,  "  to  extend  the  powers 
of  the  special  justices." 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  the  Attorney-general's  explanations 
are  satisfactory,  and  that  Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  confirm  and  allow  this 
ordinance. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—No.  151.-^ 
(No.  360.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  27  July  1837.  No.  151. 

I  HAVE  for  some  time  occupied  myself  in  turning  over  in  my  mind  the  nature 
of  the  measures  it  may  be  advisable  to  adopt  for  the  introduction  into  this  colony 
of  a  general  system  of  education  for  the  children  of  the  apprenticed  labourers* 
I  make  xase  of,  upon  the  present  occasion,  the  word  ''education"  in  its  most  enlarged 
meaning,  as  induding  not  only  instruction  in  religious  and  moral  duties,  but  also 
habits  of  applicaticHi  and  of  industry.  The  subject  is  one  of  primary  importance 
for  the  future  welfare  of  this  province ;  and  consequently,  if  looked  upon  as  a 
mere  political  matter,  is  deserving  of  every  consideration.  When  we,  however, 
reflect  upon  the  number  of  human  beings  whose  eternal  as  well  as  whose  present 
happiness  is  deeply  connected  with  the  steps  which  may  be  taken,  it  is  impos- 
sible not  to  feel  a  deep  anxiety  that  that  path  may  be  selected  which  may  lead  to 
the  most  beneficial  results. 

Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  observations,  yet  I  should 
not  discharge  my  duty  to  the  King's  service  were  I  to  withhold  from  your  Lord- 
ship my  opinion  of  the  very  great  difficulties  attending  any  attempts  to  legislateupon 
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BKiTisH  GUIANA.  80  delicatc  a  subject.  The  apprenticed  labourer  glories  in  the  freedom  of  his  chil- 

dren,  and  any  measure  carrying  with  it  the  least  appearance  of  coercion  may  excite 

distrust  and  suspicion.  There  is  happily,  however,  a  general  desire  amongst  them 
to  attend  schools  ;  and  little  more  need  be  done  imder  this,  than  to  cause  more 
masters  to  be  provided,  and  more  school  accommodation  to  be  constructed. 
Habits  of  labour  and  of  industry  must  equally,  however,  be  encouraged ;  and 
all  these  yoxmg  people  ought  to  be  taught  to  gain  their  livelihood  by  the  per- 
formance of  agricultural  or  other  labour.  To  accomplish  these  objects,  without 
alarming  the  labourer  and  losing  his  confidence,  is  the  problem  we  have  to  solve. 
Upon  the  mode  which  may  be  adopted  for  educating  the  children  of  the  appren- 
ticed labourers,  the  future  state  of  this  colony  will,  in  a  very  great  measure,  depend. 
In  the  plan  which  I  have  it  in  contemplation  to  surest,  I  propose  to  lead,  not 
to  drive.  In  the  early  stages  of  emancipation,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  resist  strenuously 
every  attempt  to  apprentice  the  children  of  the  emancipated  slaves;  and,  by  so 
doing,  I  fortunately  acquired  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the  great  body  of 
the  labourers.  My  conduct  was  influenced  by  the  conviction  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary,  on  the  one  hand,  to  demonstrate  practically  to  the  labourer  that  there 
was  no  deception ;  that  his  child  was  as  free  as  any  white  child ;  and  on  the  other, 
to  let  the  planter  be  made  early  and  fully  aware  that  the  days  of  coercion  had  com- 
pletely passed  away.  The  sooner  botli  parties  were  made  acquainted  with  the 
exact  nature  of  their  new  relative  duties  and  situations,  the  more  readily,  it  always 
appeared  to  me,  were  they  likely  to  arrive  at  a  proper  understanding.  The  feel- 
ings both  of  the  employers  and  of  the  employed  have  now  happily  imdergone  so 
complete  a  change,  that  I  think  the  moment  has  arrived  when  measures  rela- 
tive to  the  education  and  the  employment  of  the  children  of  the  latter  may  be  dis- 
cussed. As  an  additional  reason  for  selecting  the  present  time  for  bringing  forward 
my  views  upon  this  important  subject,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  allude,  with- 
out any  imputation  of  vanity,  to  the  confidence  whiibh  the  labouring  population 
have  in  my  administration ;  and  that,  consequently,  measures  sanctioned  and 
recommended  by  me  are  much  more  likely  to  be  carried  cheerfully  into  effect 
than  if  proposed,  at  a  later  period,  by  some  future  Governor,  who  may  not  have 
had  the  same  opportunity  of  acquiring  their  attachment  and  good  opinion.  I 
feel  also  convinced  that,  at  the  present  moment,  four-fifths  of  the  white  inhabitants 
are  prepared  readily  to  support  the  principles  and  the  measures  of  my  government. 
Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  venture  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  tibe  following 
outline  of  a  plan  of  a  general  system  of  education  for  the  children  of  the  laboiv- 
ing  classes  of  this  colony. 

I.  There  shall  be  a  schoolroom  and  a  schoolmaster  provided,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  for  every  male  children  throughout  the  colony. 

II.  There  shall  be  a  schoolroom  and  a  schoolmistress  provided,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  for  every  female  children  throughout  the  colony. 

III.  The  foregoing  regulations  not  to  apply  to  the  wards  of  George  Town,  nor 
to  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  forming  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam.  These  towns 
are  already  tolerably  provided  with  schools  under  existing  regulations. 

IV.  In  forming  a  calculation  of  the  number  of  schools  which  will  be  re- 
quired, under  articles  I.  and  II.,  existing  schools,  whether  kept  by  thecatechists  of 
the  several  parishes,  by  the  reverend  the  missionaries,  or  at  the  expense  of  pro- 
prietors upon  their  estates,  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  If  the  total  number 
of  schools  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  enactment  as  proposed,  and  that 
a  consequent  facility  for  procuring  information  and  instruction  is  afforded  to  the 
children  of  the  labouring  classes  to  the  extent  required,  that  will  be  deemed  suf- 
ficient. 

V.  The  parents  of  the  children  to  pay  a  small  monthly  sum  towards  defiraying 
the  expense  of  these  schools.  It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  where  a  pe- 
riodical payment  is  required,  however  small  in  amount,  the  attendance  of  the 
scholar  is  much  more  regular  than  when  the  instruction  is  entirely  gratuitous. 

VI.  No  boy  above  the  age  of  to  be  liable  to  be  kept  longer  at  any 
of  these  pubUc  schools  than  hours  in  the  course  of  each  day,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  devote  a  reasonable  proportion  of  each  day  in  providing  for  his 
own  livelihood,  either  by  working  on  the  estates  on  which  his  f&ther  may  be  at 
work,  or  in  working  in  the  grounds  of  his  father,  or  by  being  employed  in  such 
occupation  as  his  father  may  direct.  The  father  to  be  answerable  that  his  son 
is  not  brought  up  in  idleness,  but  that  he  is  employed  usefully  and  made  to  con- 
tribute towards  his  own  maintenance  by  performing  a  certain  number  of  hours* 
work  daily,  according  to  his  age  and  strength. 
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VII.  The  fathers  of  all  boys  to  be  at  liberty  to  apprentice  them'for  seven  years  to  British  gutana. 

carpenters,  smiths  and  all  other  master  artificers  and  workmen,  as  also  for  the  

same  period  to  managers  of  estates,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  up  to  the  know- 
ledge of  some  useful  trade,  or  as  agriculturists.  No  boy  to  be  apprenticed 
under  years  of  age,  nor  above  .    The  colony  to  pay  a 

premium  to  the  father  of  every  boy  so  apprenticed. 

In  the  foregoing  seven  enactments  the  outline  of  the  plan  I  have  it  in  contem- 
plation to  lay  before  your  Lordship  in  a  more  matured  shape,  and  at  no  very  dis- 
tant day,  is  contained.  Unquestionably  when  I  come  to  chscuss  the  various  par- 
ticulars, and  to  solicit  the  opinions  of  those  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
this  colony,  many  points  wiU  be  modified  and  many  alterations  will  be  suggested. 
It  is,  however,  evident  that  some  general  regulations  will  be  required,  and  I  have 
been  anxious  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  those  ideas  which  have  occurred  to  me 
upon  so  important  a  subject,  with  as  Uttle  delay  as  possible.  I  beg  to  lay 
before  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  I  have  addressed  to  the  special 
justices,  so  that  I  trust  I  shall  be  in  possession  of  more  detailed  information, 
and  be  able  to  proceed  to  place  my  plan  into  a  more  tangible  shape,  if  I  should 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  find  that  the  general  principles  meet  with  your  Lordship's 
approbation.  Ihave.&c. 

(signed)         /.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


(Circular.) 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  151. 


Sir,  Government  Secretary's  OflSce,  Demerara,  3  July  1837.       EdcU  1,  in  No.  151. 

In  order  to  enable  the  Governor  to  bring  forward  certain  legislative  measures  which  his 
Excellency  has  had  for  some  time  in  contemplation,  calculated  to  ensure  the  children  of  the 
apprentice  labourers  attached  to  estates  being  not  only  duly  instructed  in  their  religious 
and  moral  duties,  but  bein^  brought  up  in  habits  of  industry,  I  am  instructed  to  appl^  to 
you  for  information  respectmg  the  numbers,  employment,  instruction  and  mode  of  subsisting 
the  children  in  question  on  each  and  every  estate  or.  plantation  within  your  district 

The  annexed  tabular  form  will,  if  carefiiUy  filled  up,  afford  to  the  Governor  the  details 
xjonnected  with  the  subject,  which  his  Excellency  is  desirous  of  obtaining. 

I  have,  &c. 

N.B, — In  order  to  afford  you  sufficient  time  to  make  your  returns  with  every  accuracy, 
they  will  not  be  required  to  be  sent  in  imtil  the  l9t  September  next. 

To  the  Special  Justices. 


RETURN  of  Free  Childrbn,  the  Offspring  of  Apprenticed  Labourers,  residing  on  the  several  Estates  and 

Plantations  in  tne  Judicial  District. 

N«me  of  Estate  or 
Plantation. 

Name 
ofPropnetor. 

Name 
of  Manager. 

Number 
of  Free  Children. 

How  Employed, 
Mid  for  bow  nanj 
Hours  each  Day  ? 

What  are  the  Means  of 

Instruction, 

and  how  afforded. 

How,  and  bj  whom, 
subsi%ted 

Bojs. 

Girls. 

and  clothed. 

r 

» 

Office  of  Special  Justice  of  Judicial  District, 
1  September  1887 
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—No.  152.— 
(No.  251.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart 

No.  152.  Sir,  Downing-street,  24  September  1837. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  yoixr  despatch  of  the  27th  July,  No.  360, 
soliciting  the  expression  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  general  principles  of  the  plaa 
you  have  projected  for  the  education  of  the  youth  of  British  Guiana,  and  for 
training  them  to  habits  of  useful  industry,  and  I  will  not  postpone  the  declaration 
of  my  acquiescence  in  your  views  on  this  subject.  On  the  other  hand,  as  the 
plan  is  not  yet  expanded  into  those  details  which  it  must  ultimately  embrace, 
and  as  it  is  in  the  arrangement  of  those  questions  that  the  real  difficulties  of  the 
imdertaking  will  present  themselves,  I  must  be  understood  as  reserving  my  ulti- 
mate opinion  until  it  shall  appear  how  far  and  in  what  manner  those  obstacles 
may  have  been  surmounted. 

I  shall  be  especially  anxious  to  learn  what  may  be  the  enactments  by  which 
you  will  encounter  the  obstacle  to  a  national  system  of  education,  arising  from 
those  differences  of  opinion  by  which  the  Christian  world  is  divided  upon  various 
questions  of  reUgious  belief  and  ecclesiastical  government ;  how  you  propose  to 
disarm  the  jealousy  with  which  the  negro  popiUation  and  their  descendants  have 
but  too  naturally  learnt  to  regard  every  restraint  on  the  freedom  of  their  children 
originating  with  Europeans,  however  kindly  intended  or  judiciously  conceived. 
We  have  no  just  right  to  condemn,  however  much  we  may  regret,  the  excess  of 
this  feeling,  because  it  is  nothing  else  than  the  reaction  against  that  system  of 
slavery,  for  the  introduction  of  which  we  are  responsible,  and  the  evils  of  which 
are  at  length  universally  acknowledged.  It  is  a  jealousy  which  it  is  impossiMe 
not  to  respect,  even 'when  urged  beyond  the  limits  of  strict  reason  and  prudence. 
I  can  weU  believe  that,  in  claiming  for  yourself  the  confidence  of  the  negro  popu- 
lation, you  assert  nothing  more  than  you  are  in  the  fullest  sense  entitled  to  claim. 
But  in  the  contingency  to  which  you  have  referred,  of  the  administration  passing 
into  other  hands,  this  security  against  discontent  would  be  no  longer  availing, 
and,  therefore,  it  would  seem  desirable,  if  possible,  to  adopt  other  means  for  the 
same  purpose. 

I  would  therefore  suggest  for  your  consideration,  whether  it  might  not  be 
possible  in  some  measure  to  consiilt  the  adult  apprenticed  labourers  on  the  plaa 
before  its  adoption,  and  whether  they  could  not  be  gratified  with  being  made  in 
some  sense  the  apparent  authors  of  the  scheme  which  you  have  devised  for  the 
benefit  of  their  children.  If  the  adult  negro  population  are  sufficiently  advanced 
in  knowledge  to  appreciate  the  benefits  of  education  for  their  children,  and  could 
be  induced  to  ask  it  as  a  boon  from  the  Grovemment,  they  would  of  course  regard 
the  law  in  a  much  more  favourable  light  than  '}i  it  were  forced  upon  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg, 
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BRITISH   GUUNA* 

—  No.  153.—  

(No.  374.) 
<JopY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bairt,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  28  August  1837.  No.  153. 

I  HAVE  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  your  Lordship  a  Government  notice, 
giving  publicity  to  a  letter  from  Sie  proprietor  of  an  estate  in  the  district  of 
Essequibo,  showing  from  unquestionable  facts  the  prosperous  and  flourishing 
state  of  that  part  ctf  this  important  cobny. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmiehael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  in  No.  153. 


Government  Notice. 

The  Governor  has  directed  that  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  his  Excellency  from  EncLin  No.  153* 
the  proprietor  of  plantation  Aberdeen,  shall  be  published  in  the  Royal  Grazette  for  general 
information.  His  Excellency  has  great  pleasure  in  granting  his  sanction  towards  the  forma- 
tion of  the  town  of  Williamstown ;  an  undertakiii^  which  the  Governor  sincerely  hopes  and 
believes  will  be  found  to  answer  every  purpose  mat  the  spirited  projector  has  in  view  in 
planning  so  useftil  an  establishment. 

Guiana  Public  Buildings,  By  command, 

23  August  1837.  (signed)        H,  E.  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 


Plantation  Aberdeen,  Essequibo, 
Sir,  2  August  1837. 

By  the  erection  of  several  dwelling-houses,  and  by  letting  small  portions  of  land  on 
leases  for  21  years,  I  have  established  a  town  in  front  of  this  estate 

A  niercantile  store  was  opened  here  some  years  ago  under  my  protection  and  support : 
this  store  now  sells  goods  to  the  extent  of  10,000^.  per  annum,  with  increasing  business. 

I  have  made  a  grant  of  two  acres  of  land  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of  the  diocese  and  his  suc- 
cessors, for  a  church  establishment,  gratis. 

The  church  is  already  contracted  for  at^.  25,000,  for  little  more  than  the  bare  walls  and  roof: 
I  contribute  f. 700  and  much  local  assistance  to  it;  and  my  labourers,  by  my  advice  and 
influence,  subscribe  upwards  of  f.  400,  with  a  cheerfiil  promise  of  future  and  continued 
pecuniary  assistance  in  support  of  church  and  schoolhouse. 

This  town,  which  will  soon  contain  property  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  pounds,  is 
in  the  most  central  part  of  Essequibo,  abundantly  supplied  with  the  best  fresh  water,  and  in 
juxtaposition  with  the  military  post  Capoey,  to  which,  in  many  points  of  view,  it  will  afford 
most  important  advantages. 

The  buildings  erected,  and  the  large  shipping  stelling  in  front  of  the  town,  have  cost  me 
considerable  sums  of  money. 

I  beg  your  Excellency's  sanction  to  this  undertaking,  most  respectfully  solicit  your  per 
mission  that  said  town  may,  in  honour  of  our  late   most  gracious  Sovereign,  be  called 
WilUamstown,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  issue  an  official  order  accordingly. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Thomas  Bell,  m.  d. 
Proprietor  of  Plantation  Aberdeen,  Essequibo. 

To  his  Excellency  Ms^or-general  Sir  J.  Carmiehael  Smyth, 

Bart.  &c.  &c.  &c., 
'^Governor  and  0>mmander-iii-chief  of  British  GmaiMi. 
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—  No.  154.— 


(No.  264.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

No.  154.  Sir,  Downing-street,  28  October  1837. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No.  374)  of  the  28th  of 
August,  enclosing  a  Government  notice  giving  publicity  to  a  letter  addressed  to 
you  by  a  proprietor  of  an  estate  in  the  district  of  Essequibb. 

I  read  this  document  with  sincere  pleasure,  as  an  additional  proof  of  the 
flourishing  condition  of  the  colony. 

It  was  due  to  the  benevolent  owner  of  the  estate,  that  the  success  which  has 
attended  his  spirited  undertaking  should  be  generally  known  throughout  the 
colony,  as  an  incentive  to  others  to  conduce,  by  a  wise  application  of  their 
means  and  opportunities,  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  community. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  155.— 
(No.  377.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  155.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  8  September  1837. 

I  BEG  to  solicit  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  accompanying  official  reports 
from  the  high  sheriff  and  from  the  sheriff  of  Berbice.  Your  Lordship  will 
perceive  that  at  the  last  monthly  sessions  of  the  inferior  Criminal  court  held  in 
those  districts,  there  was  not  a  single  prisoner  for  trial.  I  beg  ftirther  to  draw 
your  Lordship's  observation  to  the  reflections  upon  the  subject  contained  in  the 
report  from  the  high  sheriff. 

I  have  already,  had  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  Lordship,  that 
during  the  month  of  July  it  was  only  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  lash  in 
the  cases  of  two  apprenticed  labourers. 

I  beg  respectftilly  to  offer  my  congratulations  to  your  Lordship  upon  these 
irrefragable  proofs  of  the  happiness,  tranquillity  and  good  conduct  of  the  appren- 
ticed labourers  in  British  Guiana. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         /.  Carmkhael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  155. 


(No.  189.)  Mary's  Hope,  Courantyne  Coast, 

Eucl.  I,  in  No.  155.  Sir,  22  August  1837. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that . 
I  had  not  a  case  for  trial  at  the  session  of  the  inferior  criminal  court  held  on  this  plantetion 

y^^'^^y-  Ihave,&c. 

To  the  Honourable  H.  E.  F.  Young,  (signed)         Charles  JR.  Whinfield, 

Government  Secretary.  Sheriff  of  Berbice. 

(True  copy.) 
(signed)        H.  E.  -F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  155. 

End.  2,  in  No.  155*  Sir,  High  Sheriff's  Office,  7  September  1837. 

Having  this  day  transmitted,  through  the  usual  channel,  a  return  of  cases  tried  at  the- 
monthly  sessions  of  an  inferior  criminal  court  of  justice,  held  on  the  5th  instant  in  George- 
town, to  be   laid  before  your  Excellency,  I  cannot   allow  the  occasion  to. pass  without 

expressing 
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expressing  the  hi^h  gratification  I  feel,  and  in  which  feeling  I  am  conscious  your  Excellency  BRITISH  GUIANA, 
will  entirely  coincide,  at  its  having  proved  a  maiden  sessions.     Two  cases  only  were  eallea  — — > 

for  trial.  Combining  with  this  fact,  the  CTadual  and  progressive  decrease,  for  several  months 
back,  in  the  number  of  cases  brought  k>t  trial  before  the  monthly  sessions  of  the  inferior 
criminal  courts  in  the  district  of  Demerara,  I  feel  justified  in  drawing  the  most  fevourable 
conclusion  of  the  rapidly  improving  state  of  society,  especially  as  refers  to  the  middle  and 
lower  classes,  and  of  the  admirable  working,  under  your  Excellency's  government,  of  the 
great  experiment  now  going  on.  j  j^^^^^  ^^^ 

To  his  Excellency  (signed)         Geo.  Bagot. 

Sir  J.  Carmichael  Smyth,  Governor,  High  Sherift 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

(True  copy.) 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


—  No.  156.— 
(No.  273.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  C.  J.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  25  November  1837,  No.  156. 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch  (No.  377)  of  the  8th  of 
September,  with  the  accompanying  official  reports  from  the  high  sheriff  of 
Giiiana,  and  from  the  sheriff  of  Berbice. 

The  information  contained  in  this  despatch  and  its  enclosmres  is  a  very 
v\relcome  addition  to  the  proofs  previously  in  my  possession,  of  the  success  with 
which  your  labours  for  the  general  good  of  the  important  colony  under  your 
government  have  been  rewarded 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—No.  157.— 
(No.  252.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  25  September  1837.  No.  157* 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch  (No.  295)  of  the  1st  of  April,  enclosing  the  rufePapera relative 
epitome  of  the  reports  of  the  stipendiary  magistrates  for  February,  and  pro-  to  the  Abolition  of 
posing,  in  consideration  of  the  uniform  and  satisfactory  tenor  of  these  commu-  Slavery,  1837, 
nications  for  several  months  past,  to  discontinue  the  transmission  of  them  in  P^*^  4  (i\  P;  5g5' 
future. 

I  agree  with  you  as  to  the  needlessness  of  so  frequent  a  repetition  of  the  same 
details.  I  should,  however,  be  imwilUng  to  forego  the  satisfaction  of  laying 
before  Parliament,  from  time  to  time,  testimony  so  ample  and  so  conclusive  of 
the  prosperous  working  of  the  apprenticeship  within  your  government,  and  the 
prosperous  termination  to  which  it  promises  to  lead.  I  would  therefore  propose, 
that  instead  of  discontinuing  the  transmission  altogether,  you  would  friniish  me 
with  a  similar  report  every  half-year  instead  of  every  month. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Glenelg. 


—  No.  158.— 
(No.  385.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  16  October  1837.  No  I'iS 

I  HAVE  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  tables 
of  returns,  showing  the  number  of  marriages,  of  commimicants  at  the  Holy 
Sacrament,  of  persons  receiving  instruction  at   schools,  of  convictions  before  " 
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BRITISH  GVtAKA.  the  suprcmc  criminal  courts,  of  convictions  before  the  inferior  criminal  courts 

"""^  of  the  shipping,  tonnage  and  seamen,  of  the  number  of  artificers  and  labourers 

who  have  emigrated  into  Guiana,  of  the  quantity  of  colonial  produce  exported, 

of  the  value  of  goods  imported,  and  of  the  balance  in  hand  in  the  colcmial  chest 

accruing  from  the  revenue  of  the  quarter  ending  on  the  30th  of  last  month. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  oflfer  my  congratulations  to  your  Lordship  upon  the 
flourishing  state  of  this  improving  colony.  The  reUgious  and  moral  feelings  so 
happily  prevailing  may  be  judged  of  by  the  number  of  marriages,  of  commu. 
nicants  at  the  Sacrament,  by  the  number  of  adults  and  of  children  attend- 
ing schools,  and  by  the  paucity  of  convictions  before  the  criminal  courts. 
The  industry  of  the  labouring  class  inay  be  appreciated  by  the  quantity  of 
produce  manufactured  and  exported,  and  their  happiness  and  improved  con- 
dition cannot  be  tested  by  a  better  proof  than  by  the  quantity  of  goods  imported, 
and  which  are  principally  for  their  use.  The  transition  from  the  dejected  and 
almost  naked  slave  to  the  cheerful  and  decently-clad  labourer,  which  has  taken 
place  in  Guiana,  can  only  be  beUeved  by  those  who  having  been  in  this  colony 
some  few  years  ago  have  again  had  occasion  lately  to  revisit  it. 

In  the  next  quarterly  returns  I  propose  to  add  the  number  of  convictions 
of  apprenticed  labourers  before  special  justices,  as  also  the  number  and  nature 
of  complaints  preferred  by  apprenticed  labourers  against  their  managers  or 
overseers,  together  with  the  decision  of  the  justices  thereon.  These  documents, 
added  to  those  as  at  present  submitted,  will  put  your  Lordship  in  possession,  in 
a  condensed  shape,  of  the  fullest  information  respecting  this  colony.  I  have  had 
for  some  time  the  idea  of  forwarding  returns  of  the  nature  I  have  descrihed,  but 
have  not  been  able  exactly,  imtil  lately,  to  hit  upon  a  form  of  retmn  which 
would  afford  the  information  required  in  a  condensed  shape.  The  epitomes 
which  I  formerly  had  the  honour  to  transmit  were  necessanly  too  bulky,  from 
being  so  much  in  detail. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smytk 


Enclosure  in  No.  158. 

End.  in^No.  158.         Thb  following  Quarterly  Returns  are  published  for  general  information. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

H.  E.  F.  Ycmngy  Government  Secretary. 
Guiana  Public  Buildings,  14  October  1837. 


.        (A.) 
RjCTUBN  of  Marriages  in  British  Guiana^  during  the  Quarter  ending  30  September  1837. 

1.  Marriages  by  special  license  -------22 

2.  Ditto    -    by  publications  of  banns  -----    2S9 

Total      -        -        -        -    311 

(B.) 
RlSTURN   of  Communicants  at  the   Holy  Sacrament  in  British   Guiana^  during  the 

Quarter  ending  30  September  1837. 

*|2       1.  Church  of  England 2,278 

3       2.  Church  of  Scotland 230 

1  3.  Reformed  Church  of  Holland        -----  — 
4.  Lutheran  Church         -------  12 

2  6.  Roman  Catholic  Church      ------  — 

6.  Church  Missionary  Society  -        -        -        -        -        -  20 

7,  Wesleyan  Missionaries         ------  1,416 

1       8.  London  Missionary  Society           -----  1,864 

1       9.  Moravian  Missionaries          ------  — 

Total     -        -        -        -    5,809 
•  These  figures  denote  the  number  of  RetuTit  deficient. 
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(C.) 
Return  of  Persons  receiving  Instruction  in  Schools  in  British  Chiiana,  during  the 

Quarter  ending  30  September. 


1.  Sunday  Schools 

2.  Day  Schools 

3.  Evening  Schools    - 

Total 


Rbturk  of  Convictions  before  the  Supreme  Oriminal  Courts  in  British  Guiana,d\mng 

the  Quarter  ending  30  September. 


BRITISH  GUIAKA. 


Average  No. 
Adults. 

3,956 

258 

2,148 

Ditto,  Children. 

4,394 

3,006 

315 

Total. 

8,350 
3,264 
2,463 

6,362 

7,715 

14,077 

1.  In  the  District  of  Demerara  and  Egeequibo 
2*  In  the  District  of  Berbice         -        -        - 


Total 


Biales. 
2 


Femalea. 


(E.) 


Return  of  Convictions  before  the  Inferior  Criminal  Courts  in  British  Guiana,  during 

the  Quarter  ending  30  September. 


1.  Demerara 

2.  Esse(|uibo 

3.  Berbice 


Total 


Males. 
36 
9 

8 


53 


Female.. 

a 
1  * 


(F.) 


Return  of  Shipping,  Tonnage  and  Seamen  entered  the  Ports  of  British  Guiana^  dming 

the  Quarter  ending  30  September. 


1.  Demerara  and  Essequibo 

2.  Berbice    -        -   .     - 


Total 


No.  Veseels. 
122 
29 


151 


Tons. 
20,171 
4,648 


i4,819 


Seamen. 

1,190 

279 


1,469 


''  (G.) 

Return  of  Labourers  and  Artificers  imported  into  British  Guiana,  during  the  Quarter 


ending  30  September. 


V^ 


1.  Demerara 

2.  Berbice  - 


Total 


416 
14 


430 


Females. 
238 


238 


(H.) 


Ri^uRN  of  Colonial  Produce  shipped  from  the  Ports  of  British  Guiana,  during  the 

Quarter  ending  30  September. 


t 

J 

SUGAR. 

RUM. 

MOLASSES. 

COFFEE. 

cotton. 

1.  Demerara 

2.  Berbice 

Hhds, 

11,844 

2,456 

Trcs, 
491) 
175 

BrU, 

581 

9 

Puns. 

3,219 
640 

Hkds. 

810 

70 

Brit, 

300 

8 

Hkds. 
7>332 

507 

Trcs. 
6 

BrU. 
54 

Pounds. 
214,050 

635»ioo 

Rales. 

365 
225 

Total    - 

14,300 

674 

590 

3,859 

880 

7>839 

6 

54 

840,150 

590 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 

Rkturk  of  the  Value  of  Goods  imported  into  British  Guiana,  during  the  Quarter 

ending  30  September. 

£•      s.    dm 

1.  Into  the  Port  of  Demerara    -----    179,344  19     6 

2.  Into  the  Port  of  Berbice        -----      35,092  10     7 

Total  Sterling      -        -        -        -    214,437    9    - 


(K.) 
Return  of  Balance  in  the  Colonial  Chests  on  30  September  1837. 

£4        $4  d. 

1.  In  the  Chest  of  Georgetown    -----    31,008     4  3 

2.  New  Amsterdam    -------     14,137  12  4 

Total  Sterling    -        -        .        -    45,145  16  7 


Compiled  from  the  Official  Returns^ 

(signed)  H,  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


--No.  159.— 
(No.  289.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  X  C.  Smyth,  Bart 

No,  159.  Sir,  Downing-street,  12  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  (No. 
385)  of  the  16th  of  Octoher  last,  transmitting  a  government  notice  containing 
quarterly  return  on  the  state  of  the  colony,  which  you  had  published  for 
general  information. 

I  have  perused  these  returns  with  interest  and  satisfaction ;  they  contain  the  most 
convincing  evidence  (if  indeed,  after  the  many  reports  which  you  had  previously 
furnished  on  the  same  subject,  such  evidence  were  necessary),  of  the  encreasing 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  colony  under  your  administration. 

I  appreciate  the  anxiety  which  you  feel  to  place  me  in  possession  of  informa- 
tion of  this  interesting  nature,  to  which  I  attach  great  vahie,  and  which  on  all 
occasions  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  from  you. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glenelg. 


—No.  160.— 
(No.  411.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  160.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  18  November  1837. 

Gaol  in  George  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  documents  required  by  the 

,^^":_ circular  of  your  Lordship  of  the  5th  July  1837,  relative  to  the  gaols  and  prisons 

•Je^dam^  ^^  ^^is  colony,  and  which  I  hope  wiU  prove  satisfactory. 

Ttefe  Papers  lelaUve  I  have,  &C. 

to  the  Abolition  of 

Slavery,  1837,    ;  (signed)         /.  Carmichoel  Smyth. 

part  4(1),  p>flo. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


Questions. 

1. — General  description  of  the  prison;  whether 
commoD  gaol,  house  oi  correction  or  otherwise? 
(To  be  accompanied  by  a  ground  plan  of  the 
buildings,  &c.) 

2. — Under  whose  jurisdiction  and  superinten- 
dence ;  and  what  measures  are  adopted  for  secar- 
ing  the  visitation  of  the  prison  by  the  local  magis- 
trates or  oth*r  authorities  ?  (A  copy  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  to  be  forwarded  with  the  return.) 

8. — Number  of  officers,  and  how  appointed  ?  Do 
all  the  officers  reside  in  the  prison  ?  Are  female 
prisoners  attended  by  female  officers  exclusively  ? 

4 — Number  of  classes,  divisions  or  wards,  day- 
rooms,  work-rooms  and  airing-yards  (with  refe- 
rence to  plan),  and  whether  the  same  can  be 
extended  or  increased  ? 

5. — Number  of  sleeping  cells,  solitary  or  dark 
eells,  Sec;  and  if  any  are  below  ground? 

6. — Dietary  or  weekly  allowance,  and  weekly  cost 
per  head,  for  the  different  descriptions  of  prisoners  ? 

7. — Allowance  of  clothing  and  bedding,  and  coat 
per  head  ? 

8. — Hours  of  labour  and  exercise  ? 


9. — Description  of  employment  and  hard  labour  ? 


10. — Amount  of  earnings,  and  how  applied ;  in 
what  proportion  to  the  prisoners,  to  the  officers,  or 
to  the  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prison  ? 

11. — ^Whether  the  classification  directed  by  the 
Colonial  Act  has  been  observed:  if  not,  for  what 
reasons ;  and  what  measures  have  been  taken  to 
remedy  this  defect? 

12. — Are  convicted  prisoners  prohibited  from  re- 
ceiving visits  or  letters,  or  any  aiticlts  of  food  or 
clothing  from  their  relatives  or  friends :  if  not,  un- 
der what  restriction  ? 

13. — Is  there  a  chapel  in  the  prison  or  suitable 
apartment  for  the  performance  of  religious  ser- 
vices ?     How  are  the  prisoners  separated  therein  ? 

14. — What  duties  are  performed  by  the  chaplain? 
What  provision  is  made  for  the  instruction  of  the 
prisoners,  and  are  they  supplied  with  Bibles  and 
other  suitable  books  ? 

15. — Are  dissenting  ministers  allowed  to  have 
access  to  the  prisoners :  and  if  so,  at  what  times, 
and  under  what  restrictions  ? 

16.— What  duties  are  performed  by'the  surgeon  ? 
Are  separate  buildings  or  apartments  provid^  for 
the  sick  ? 

17. — What  diseases  have  been  most  prevalent 
during  the  year  (in  reference  to  columns  10  and  11, 
return,  No.  1)  ? 

18. — Reasons  for  non«employment  of  prisoners 
(in  reference  to  column  8)  ? 

19.*-Reasons  for  punishments,  by  whipping, 
irons,  solitary  confinement  or  otherwise  ? 

20. --Is  there  any  insane  person  in  confinement? 
State  his  or  her  name  and  age,  and  for  what  offence 
committed  ?  How  long  has  he  or  she  been  in  con- 
finement, and  in  such  person  separated  from  the 
other  prisoners  ? 

21.— Are  any  and  what  fees  demanded  of  debtors, 
©r  of  any  other  prisoners,  either  at  their  admission 
to,  or  discharge  from  the  goal  ? 

22.— General  observations. 


Answers. 

ConuDon  gaol  and  house  of  correction  combined- 
(Ground  plan  subjoined  sub  l^  A.) 


Under  the  sttperintendence  of  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  of  the  high  sheriff,  who  visit  the 
gaols  at  uncertain  periods.  (Rules  and  regulations 
subjoined  sub  1*  B.) 

Two,  viz.,  keeper  and  assistant  keeper,  who 
reside  in  the  gaol.  The  keeper  is  appointed  by  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  the  assistant  by  the 
keeper.     No  female  officers  attend  to  the  gaol. 

One  hundred  and  ten  wards,  three  large  work- 
rooms, one  day-room  and  two  yards  i^ich  can  be 
extended. 

One  hundred  and  ten  wards  or  cells,  96  of  them 
for  solitary  confinement.  There  are  acne  dark  or 
below  ground. 

See  diet  table  attached  to  rules  and  regulations 
sub  I*  B.  Weekly  list  per  head  for  dieting  varies 
from  35.  Sd.to  4*. 

Working  clothing  supplied  to  penal  gang  as 
required ;  no  specific  allowance ;  blankets  &und  as 
required. 

for  penal  gang  from  six  to  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m. 
and  one  to  half-past  five,  f.  m.  Treadmill  from 
ten  to  twelve,  and  two  to  four  o'clock. 

Weeding  and  cleaning  the  streets  and  trenches 
of  town  and  garrison  ;  the  treadmill  and  breaking 
stones. 

Eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  poonds  applied 
to  the  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prison. 

Classification  observed  as  far  as  the  means  of  the 
prison  admits,  and  will  be  completely  observed 
when  the  new  buildings  ki  the  gaol  are  completed. 

Convicted  prisoners  are  occasionally  permitted  to 
receive  visits,  letters  and  clothing,  and,  under  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  provisions  also,  on  application  to 
the  high  sheriff. 

A  suitable  apartment  has  been  fitted  up,  and  is 
used  for  the  performance  of  divine  service.  The 
males  and  females  are  separated  by  a  railing. 

Divine  service  is  performed  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing by  the  chaplain  of  the  Chnrch  of  England  per- 
suasion, or  his  curate,  and  occasionally  by  the  chap- 
lain of  the  presbyterian  persuasion.  Bibles  aud 
Prayer-books  are  supplied  to  those  who  can  read. 

Dissenting  ministers  are  permitted  to  have  ac- 
cess to  prisoners  at  any  hours  of  daylight,  on  appli- 
cation to  the  high  sheriff. 

A  separate  building  is  provided  as  an  hospital  for 
the  sick,  and  the  surgeon  visits  every  day,  and 
oftener  if  necessary. 

Bilious  fever  of  the  colony. 


All  prisoners  under  sentence  of  hard  labour  are 
employed,  except  when  they  are  sick  in  the  hospi- 
tal, or  convalescent. 

No  punishments  for  breach  of  prison  discipline 
have  taken  place,  except  by  solitary  confinement 
and  extra  labour  on  the  treadmill,  or  otherwise. 

None. 


No  fees  from  debtors  either  at  admission  or  dis- 
charge. A  fee  of  2s.  10^  (/.  is  demanded  from 
persons  not  apprenticed  labourers  on  discharge 
from  gaol,  towards  the  support  uf  the  gaol  hospitd. 

The  gaol  is  well  ventilated,  kept  exceedingly 
clean,  and  the  wards  frequently  white-washed,  to 
which  may  be  imputed  its  having  escaped  the  ma- 
lignant fever  which  prevailed  in  G^rgetown  dur- 
ing the  months  of  May,  June,  July  and  August. 
George  Bagot,  High  Sheriff,  Bntish  Guiana. 
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PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


RKITISH  GUIANA: 


Questions. 

1. — General  description  of  the  prison; 
whether  common^aol^  nouse  of  correction, 
or  otherwise?  (To  be  accompanied  by  a 
ground  plan  of  the  buildings^  &c.) 

2. — ^Under  whose  jurisdiction  and  super- 
intendence ;  and  what  measures  are  adopted 
for  securing  the  visitation  of  the  prison  by 
the  local  magistrates  or  other  authorities? 
(A  copy  of  the  rules  and  regulations  to  be 
forwarded  with  the  return.) 

3. — Number  of  officers,    and    bow    ap- 
pointed?   Do  all  the  officers  reside  in  the 
!>ri8on  ?     Are  female  prisoners  attended  by 
emale  officers  exclusively  ? 

4. — Number  of  classes,  divisions  or  virards, 
day-rooms,  work-rooms  and  airing-yards), 
(vnth  reference  to  plan) ;  and  whether  the 
same  can  be  extended  or  increased'^ 

5. — Number  of  sleeping-cells,  solitary  or 
dark  cells,  &c. ;  and  if  any  are  below  ground  '^ 

6. — Dietary  or  weekly  allowance,  and 
weekly  cost  per  head,  for  the  different  des- 
criptions of  prisoners  ? 

7. — Allowance  of  clothing  and  bedding, 
and  cost  per  head  ? 

8.*— Hours  of  labour  and  exercise  ? 


9.« — Description  of  employment  and  hard 
labour? 


Answers. 

Both  common  gaol  and  house  of  correc- 
tion. 


Under  the  jurisdiction  of  their  honours  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  general 
superintendence  of  his  honour  the  sheriff  of 
the  district. 


Two,  the  keeper  and  a  turnkey.    There  are 
no  female  officers  attached  to  the  prison. 


Four  classes,  twenty-two  wards  or  divi- 
sions, and  two  airing-yards,  which  can  be- 
extended  or  increased. 

Six  sleeping-rooms,  and  sixteen  solitary 
cells. 

Dietary  or  weekly  allowance  three  and  a  half 
pounds  of  salt  fish/  eighty-four  full  grown 
plantains  or  other  farinaceous  food,  and  cost 
per  head,  per  week  about  28.  2d. 

Three  changes  per  week,  and  cost  about 
3/.  per  head  per  annum. 

From  6  to  11  A.M.,  and  from  12  to  6  p.m.; 
hours  of  exercise,  for  such  as  are  not  at 
labour,  from  6  to  7  a.m.,  and  from  5  to  6  p.m. 

Employed  on  public  roads,  or  upon  the 
treadmill. 


10. — Amount  of  earnings,  and  how  ap-         No  earnings  of  any  description. 


plied ;  in  what  proportion  to  the  prisoners, 
to  the  officers,  or  to  the  frmd  for  tne  main- 
tenance of  the  prison  ? 

11. — ^Whether  the  classification  directed 
by  the  Colonial  Act  has  been  observed :  if 
not,  for  what  reasons ;  and  what  measures 
I  have  been  taken  to  remedy  this  defect? 

12. — Are  convicted  prisoners  prohibited 
from  receiving  visits  or  letters,  or  any  articles 
of  food  or  clothing  from  their  relatives  or 
friends :  if  not,  under  what  restrictions  ? 

13. — Is  there  a  chapel  in  the  prison,  or 
suitable  apartment  for  the  performance  of 
religious  serrices?  How  are  the  prisoners 
separated  therein  ? 

14. — ^What  duties  are  performed  by  the 
chaplain  ?  What  provision  is  made  for  the 
instruction  of  the  prisoners;  and  are  they 
supplied  with  Bibles  and  other  suitable 
books? 

15. — Are  dissenting  ministers  allowed  to 
have  access  to  the  prisoners ;  and,  if  so,  at 
what  times,  and  under  what  restrictions  ? 

16. — ^What  duties  are  performed  by  the 
surgeon  ?  Are  separate  buildings  or  apart- 
ments provided  for  the  sick  ? 

17. — What  diseases  have  been  most  pre- 
valent during  the  year  (in  reference  to  co- 
lumns 10  and  11,  return,  No.  1)? 

18. — Reasons  for  non-employment  of  pri- 
soners (in  reference  to  column  8)? 

19. — Reasons  for  punishments,  by  whip- 
ping, irons,  solitary  confinement  or  other- 
wise? 

20.— Is 


Classification  strictly  observed. 


They  are,  excepting  under  special  sanction 
in  particular  cases. 


No,  there  is  not. 


No  chaplain  appointed ;  the  rector  of  New 
Amsterdam,  the  Kev.  T  R.  Redwar,  ^veshis 
gratuitous  attendance  to  perform  divine  ser- 
vice every  Sunday  mommg.  No  provision 
made  for  mstruction ;  Bibles  and  other  books 
are  not  supplied. 

They  have,  on  making  application  to  his- 
honour  the  sheriff. 

The  surgeon  attends  daily  and  whenever 
required.  There  is  an  hospital  containing, 
four  wards. 

Fever  and  dysentery,  but  very  few  cases- 
have  occurred. 

No  persons  unemployed. 

Breaches  of  gaol  discipline. 


No. 
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Questions.  Answers.  BRITISH  GUIANA. 

20. — Is  there  any  insane  prisoner  in  con-  No. 
finement  ?  State  nis  or  her  name  and  age, 
and  for  what  offence  committed  ?  How  lonjg 
has  he  or  she  been  in  confinement;  and  is 
such  person  separated  firom  the  other  pri- 
soners? 

21.— Are  any,  and  what  fees  demanded  of        None  demanded, 
debtors,  or  of  any  other  prisoners,  either  at 
their  admission  to  or  discharge  fix)m  the  gaol  ? 
22. — G^eneral  observations. 

V.  SimaneUi, 
Keeper  of  H.  M.  Goal,  New  Amsterdam, 
District  of  Berbice. 


Regulations  for  Her  Majesty's  Ghiol,  JYew  Amsterdam,  Berbice. 

1. — ^The  keeper  of  the  gaol  is  required  to  reside  on  the  ^aol  premises  in  the  house  provided 
for  him ;  he  is  not  to  absent  himself  from  duty  without  leave,  nor  is  he  allowed  to  sell  or 
derive  any  benefit  from  the  sale  of  articles  to  the  prisoners,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  nor 
is  he  to  liave  an  interest  in  any  contract  for  the  supply  of  the  prison  with  provisions  or 
otherwise. 

2. — ^The  keeper  of  the  gaol  is  to  keep  a  journal  in  which  is  to  be  entered  all  pimishments 
inflicted  by  authority,  together  vrith  the  name  of  each  prisoner,  the  date  of  commitment,  and 
for  what  offence,  the  time  of  release,  and  the  amount  of  fees  received  on  account  of  each. 

3. — The  keei)er  of  the  gaol  vrill  make  the  following  reports  and  returns,  viz.  a  daily  report 
of  the  gaol  to  his  honour  vie  puisne  jud^  and  to  his  honour  the  sheriff;  a  weekly  report  to 
his  Excellencjr  the  governor,  and  monuily  reports  to  his  honour  the  chief  justice,  and  his 
honour  the  puisne  jud^e  residing  in  this  distnct;  a  quarterly  return  for  the  nonourable  the 
court  of  pohcy,  exmbitmg  the  amount  of  fees  and  expenditures,  each  item  of  account  being 
previously  checked  at  the  sheriff's  office. 

4. — ^The  keeper  of  the  gaol  is  held  responsible  for  the  safe  custody  of  all  prisoners,  and  it 
will  be  his  duty  to  visit  the  several  wards  and  cells  at  least  once  eveiy  day. 

6. — ^The  amended  tariff  of  fees  established  by  his  Excellency  the  lieutenant-governor  and 
the  honourable  court  of  policy,  under  date  29  April  1834,  for  the  police  and  gaols,  to  be 
conspicuously  hung  up  in  the  ^ol. 

6. — ^The  classification  of  pnsoners,  by  the  separation  of  males  and  females,  to  be  strictly 
attended  to. 

7. — In  order  to  secure  cleanliness  and  health  to  the  prisoners,  they  will  all,  solitary  or 
otherwise,  be  taken  out  from  six  to  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  from  five  to  six  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  be  kept  in  the  gaol-yard  during  that  period  under  the  superintendence 
of  one  of  the  police  during  these  hours,  the  rooms  and  cells  to  be  kept  open  and  cleaned. 

8. — ^The  interior  of  the  wards  and  cells  to  be  whitewashed  once  a  month,  and  oftener  if 
necessary. 

9. — Prisoners  are  not  allowed  the  use  of  tobacco  in  any  shape ;  and  all  gambling  in  the 
gaol  is  positively  prohibited. 

10.— Prisoners,  vrith  or  without  hard  labour,  are  never  to  be  employed  as  servants,  either 
for  cooking  or  any  other  purpose. 

11. — Convicted  prisoners  not  to  be  permitted  to  receive  letters  or  visits  fix)m  their  firiends, 
unless  under  pecuhar  and  pressing  circumstances. 

12.— All  prisoners  to  be  locked  up  at  sun-set,  and  no  lights  to  be  allowed  excepting  when 
in  hospital,  and  then  not  later  than  eight  o'clock,  or  at  the  discretion  of  the  surgeon. 

18. — ^The  surgeon,  appointed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  will  attend  the  gaol  daily^ 
and  upon  any  occasion  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  for  him ;  and  he  is  request^  to  keep 
a  diary  of  all  patients. 

14. — All  sick  prisoners  upon  the  report  of  the  surgeon  to  be  immediately  removed  to  the 
hospital. 

15. — No  liquor  of  any  quality  whatsoever  to  be  introduced  into  the  gaol,  excepting  such 
as  the  surgeon  may  thinK  necessary  for  a  patient. 

16.— AU  the  prisoners  will  be  assembled  in  the  common  gaol-room  at  seven  o'clock  every 
Sunday  morning  for  divine  service. 

17. — Irons  or  fetters  are  not  permitted,  except  for  security  of  prisoners  in  special  cases,  ^ 
and  then  only  under  orders  of  the  sheriff. 

18. — ^The  allowance  of  food  for  all  prisoners  is  half  a  pound  of  salt  fish,  and  12  full  grown 
plantains  daily,  excepting  to  those  in  solitary  confinement,  who  will  be  allowed  the  plantains 
only ;  no  other  provisions  will  be  permitted,  unless  the  surgeon  may  see  fit  to  order  any 
particular  diet  for  a  patient  in  hospital. 

(True  copy.) 

(signed)        Charles  R.  Whinfield,  Sheriff. 
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(No.  2.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Gienelg. 

No.  161.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  2  January  1838. 

With  reference  to  the  third  paragraph  of  the  despatch  of  the  16th  October 
(No.  385),  which  I  had  the  honour  to   address  to  your  Lordship,  I  beg  to  lay 

^— before  your  Lordship  the  accompanying  returns  for  the  month  of  November, 

made  up  from  the  reports  of  the  special  justices  and  from  the  proceedings  of  the 

inferior  criminal  courts,  as  forwarded  by  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  districts.  I  have 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  cause  publicity  to  be  given  to  these  documents,  affording  as 
they  do  such  satisfactory  and  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  state  of  tranquil- 
lity and  happiness  enjoyed  by  the  great  mass  of  the  labouring  population  of  this 
province. 

I  propose  doing  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your  Lordship  similar 
monthly  tables  in  future. 

I  have,  &c, 
(signed)        J.  Carmichael  8mytK 


Enclosure  in  No.  161. 


Government  Notice. 


End.  in  No.  161  •  The  Goyemor  has  directed  in  future  the  foUowii^  retoras  shall  be  published  in  *  the 
Royal  Grazette,  as  early  in  each  month  as  the  receipt  of  the  documents  firom  which  they 
are  severally  compiled  from  the  respective  sheriffs  and  special  justices,  will  permit : — 

(A.) — ^Table,  exhibiting   the   number  and   nature    of  punishments   upon    apprenticed 
labourers  in  each  district,  together  with  a  summary  of  the  sentences  awarded 
by  apprenticed  labourers. 

(B.) — ^Table  exhibiting  the  number  and  nature  of  complaints,  preferred  by  apprenticed 
labourers  or  articled  servants,  together  with  a  pricU  of  the  decision  of  the 
special  justice.  \ 

(C.) — ^Table,  exhibiting  an  epitome*  of  all  cases  brought  before  the  monthly  inferior 
criminal  courts,  together  with  the  result  of  the  proceedings  in  each  case. 

The  returns  now  pubUshed  are  for  the  month  of  November. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

H.  E.  ^.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 
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Table  (A.) 

EXUIBiriNG  the  Number  and  Effect  of  the  Rbtubnb  of  FuxiiBifEXTs  recerred  by  the  Goremor  from  the  Special  Magistrates^  from  the  last 

day  of  the  Month  of  October  to  the  first  day  of  the  Month  of  December  1857. 
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(No.  548.)  -^^-  ^^2-- 

CoPY  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 
My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  9  January  1838. 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  laying  before  your  Lordship  a  table  showing  the  number 
t)f  punishments  by  the  lash,  inflicted  in  this  colony  from  the  1st  August  1834  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1837.  This  document  I  feel  convinced  your  Lordship  will 
examine  with  considerable  interest,  proving  as  it  does  the  gradual  decrease  of 
human  snaring,  and  the  all  but  total  extinction  of  punishment  of  so  revolfemg 
and  degrading  a  nature.  I  was  induced  to  cause  this  return  to  be  prepared  from 
having  observed  in  the  public  p'&pers  that  it  has  been  asserted  at  various  pubUc 
meetings  that  the  condition  of  the  apprenticed  labourer  is  not  essentially  better 
than  that  of  the  former  slave.  The  apprenticed  labourer  is,  at  any  rate  in  British 
Guiana,  in  the  full  possession  of  every  right  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Act  for 
the  Abolition  of  Slavery,  and  is  perfectly  aware  that  no  punishment,  however 
trivial,  can  be  inflicted  upon  him  without  a  previous  careful  investigation  into  his 
Alleged  misconduct,  and  without  his  being  afforded  every  faciUty  to  defend  him- 
self.  It  is  upon  this  conviction  of  their  personal  security;  upon  this  feeling  of  the 
protection  afforded  to  them  by  the  law  (so  long  as  its  enactments  are  compUed  with) 
now  so  generally  entertained  by  the  apprenticed  labourers,  that  I  rely  with  confi* 
dence  for  the  continuance  of  the  good  order  and  tranquiUity  of  this  province 
throughout  all  ulterior  changes.  I  can  faithfully  assure  your  Lordship,  that,  when 
I  reflect  upon  what  has  been  done  within  so  short  a  space  of  time;  when  I  con- 
trast the  present  state  of  the  labourer,  not  only  with  what  was  his  condition  as  a 
slave,  but  with  the  earher  days  of  his  emancipation,  previously  to  the  present 
system  being  brought  into  full  operation  ;  when  I  call  to  mind  all  the  prophecies 
as  to  the  ruin  which  it  was  asserted  could  not  but  ensue  to  the  planter  from  the 
assumption  by  the  Governor  of  the  power  of  pardoning  a  labourer,  and  of  mis- 
chievously interfering  (as  it  was  termed)  with  the  authority  of  the  magistrates ; 
when  I  witness  the  good  effects  of  that  interference,  in  the  decrease  of  punish- 
ment, and,  above  all,  in  the  progressive  removal  of  that  prejudice  which  deemed 
these  punishments  necessary, — I  feel  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  at  having 
been  an  humble  instrument  employed  in  the  effecting  of  so  much  good.  In  a 
country  where,  at  so  recent  a  period,  the  whip  was  so  readily  resorted  to,  and  so 
indiscriminately  employed,  whether  to  repress  crime,  to  correct  error,  or  to  sti- 
mulate industry,  I  can  now  lay  down  my  head  upon  my  pillow  with  the  happy 
assurance  that  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  this  colony  not  a  single  lash  is 
given  which  ought  to  be  withheld.  Judging  from  what  has  been  done,  and 
reflecting  upon  the  immense  changes,  both  in  opinion  as  well  as  in  practice, 
which  have  been  brought  about  in  so  short  a  period,  I  am  induced  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  still  greater  alterations  which  the  constitution  of  the  society  in  this 
province  will  have  to  undergo  in  August  1840,  without  any  very  great  degree  of 
apprehension.  1  have,  &c. 

(signed)  J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


No.  162. 


Enclosure  in  No.  162. 


RETURN  of  Floggings  inflicted  upon  Appeekticed  Labourers  from  the  1st  August  1834  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1 837  ;  showing  the  gradual  decrease  and  almost  total  extinction  of  punishment  of  so  revolting  and  degrading 
a  nature  in  the  province  of  British  Guiana. 


PERIOD. 


By  Sentence 

of  Supreme 

Criminai 

Court. 


By  Sentence 

of  Inferior 

Criminal 

Court. 


By  Sentence 
of  Special 
Justices. 


REMARKS. 


1834  :— From  1  August  to  30  September 

1835 : — From  1  January  to  31  March   - 
„  1  April  to  30  June 

„  1  July  to  30  September  - 

„  1  October  to  31  December 

1836: — From  1  January  to  31  March  - 
„  1  April  to  30  June  - 

„  1  July  to  30  September  - 

„  1  October  to  31  December 

1837 :— From  1  January  to  31  March  - 
„  1  April  to  30  June - 

„  1  July  to  30  September  - 

„  1  October  to  31  December 


nil 
nil 


1 

1 

nil 

2 
2 


103 
60 
85 
48 
26 
42 
46 

29 
27 

15 

s8 
8 
8 


167 

153 
i«7 

84 
140 

71 

31 

6 
10 


The  power  of  inflicting  punishment  upon  ap< 
prenticed  iaboureri  was  taken  from  proprieton  and 
managers  od  the  lU  March  1834,  and  was  trans- 
ferred, by  ordinance  41,  to  a  certain  nnmb^  of 
gentlemen  in  the  colony  who  were  appouted  jus- 
tices of  the  peace.  The  ordinance  eaijoined,  that 
there  should  be  not  less  than  45  justices,  viz.,  in 
the  proportion  of  three  for  each  parish;  these 
colonial  justices  were,  however,  sobaeqoently  de- 
prif  ed  of  all  authoriw  over  apprenticed  labourers^ 
by  lib  late  Majesty^  order,  promulgated  in  this 
colony  on  the  8th  August  1835,  from  whicb  date 
the  apprenticed  labourers  have  been  solely  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  15  specisl  justices  appomted 
from  home. 


154.— n. 


Certified^ 
C  c  3 


H.  E.  F.  Young,  Govt  Secy,  British  Guiana. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 


INo.  163. 


No.  164. 


End.  in  No.  164. 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 


—  No.  J63.— 
(No.  6.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  /.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Gkndg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  13  January  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  circular  of  the  1st  December,  calling^ 
returns  of  all  the  children  of  apprenticed  labourers  who  may  hove  been  apprenticei 
under  the  provision  of  the  Abolition  Law,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  yoor 
Lordship  that  not  one  single  child  has  been  apprenticed  in  this  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  Carmklml  Smgtk 


—  No.  164,— 
(No.  11.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart,  to  Lord  Gim^ 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  19  January  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  yoiu:  Lordship  the  quarterly  returns,  similar 
to  those  which  I  have,  for  some  time  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  periodically  trans- 
mitting for  your  perusal  I  have  only  to  offer,  most  respectfully,  my  congratulai- 
tions  to  your  Lonlship  at  the  continued  prosperity  of  this  most  valuable  province 

t  I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  in  No.  164. 

Government  Notice. 
The  fcdlowing  quarteriy  returns  are  published  for  general  information. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency, 

H.  E.  F.  Youmgy  Government  Secretiry. 
Ghiiana  Public  Buildings,  16  January  1838. 


(A) 
Retijen  of  Marriages  in  British  Ghiiana  during  the  Quarter  ending  31  December  1837. 

1.  Marriages  by  special  license  -------20 

2.  Publication  of  banns      --.-.-        --464 

Total 


484 


(B.) 


Return  of  Commimicants  at  the  Holy  Sacrament  during  the  Quarter  ending 

31  December  1837. 

1.  Church  t)f  England 3,104 

2.  Church  of  Scotland 762 

3.  Reformed  Church  of  Holland      ------  — 

4.  Lutheran  Church        .------         -  10 

5.  Roman  Catholic  Church      -------  236 

6.  Church  Missionary  Society          .        -        -         -                  -  20 

7.  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society       ------  978 

8.  London  Missionary  Society          -.----  1,712 

9.  Moravian  Missionary  Society       -        -        -        -        -         -  — 


Total 

(C.) 


6,811 


Return  of  Persons  receiving  Instruction  in  Schools  in  British  Ouimu,  during  the 

Quarter  ending  31  December  1837. 


1.  Sunday  Schools 

2.  Day  Schools  - 

3.  Evening  Schools 


Total 


Arengt  No. 
Adults. 

4,426 

51 

2,061 


6,627 


Ditto,  Childm. 

6,263 

3,433 

837 


d,5^3 


TotiJ. 

9,678 
3,484 
2,888 


16,060 


Digitized  by 


(D.) 

Google 


SLAVERY  IN  THE  BRITISH  COLONIES. 

(D.) 

me  Ci 
31  December  1837. 


2€7 


BRITISH  GUIAHA. 


Keturn  of  Convictions  before  the  Supreme  Criminal  Court  during  the  Quarter  ending 

"    De 


1.  In  the  District  of  Demerara  and  Essequibo 
%  In  the  District  of  Berbice         -        -        - 


Total 


4 
2 


VemtHm. 


(E.) 


RBT0RH  of  Convictions  before  the  Inferior  Criminal  Courts  during  the  Quarter  ending 

31  December  1837. 

FencuUes. 

1.  Demerara 

2.  Essequibo 

3.  Berbice 


Total 


18 

16 

3 


36 


(F.) 


Return  of  Shipping,  Tonnage  and  Seamen  entered  the  Ports  of  British  Guiana  duxing 
the  Quarter  endmg  81  December  1837. 


1.  Demerara  and  Essequibo 

2.  Berbice         ... 


Total 


No.  oC  VeaBdi. 
149 
37 


186 


Tom. 

27,486 

6,835 


33,321 


Seamen. 

1,543 

339 


1,882 


(G.) 


Return  of  Labourers  and  Artificers  arrived  in  British  Guiana  during  the  Quarter 

ending  31  December  1837. 


1.  Demerara 

2.  Berbice  - 


Total 


333 
69 


392 


Females. 
169 
17 


186 


(H.) 


Return  of  Colonial  Produce  shipped  from  the  Ports  of  British  Guiana  during  the 

Quarter  ending  31  December  1837. 


SUGAR. 

RUM. 

MOLASSES. 

COFFEE. 

oottok. 

Hhdi. 
14,908 
3,694 

IVci. 
922 
199 

BrU. 

965 
166 

Pmm, 
2,901 
1,237 

Hhdt. 

1,103 

116 

BrU. 

357 
ai 

Hhdi. 
9,645 
1,716 

Trcs, 

BrU. 
100 

Poimdi. 

47,250 

234,000 

1.  Demerara 
-U  Berbice 

BaUs. 

256 

24 

Total    - 

18,602 

1,121 

1,131 

4,138 

1,219 

378 

11,361 

"       - 

100 

281,250 

280 

(I.) 

Return  of  the  Value  of  Goods  imported  into  British  Guiana  during^  the  Quarter 

ending  31  December  1837. 

£.        5.    d. 

1.  Into  the  P«rt  of  Demerara 203,118  14     9 

2.  Into  the  Port  of  Berbice 26,068     1     1 


Total 


229,176  16  10 


(K.) 


Return  of  Balance  in  the  Colonial  Chests  on  31  December  1837. 

£•  s.  d. 

-  37,648  8  6 

-  14,016  13  IJ 


1.  In  the  Chest  at  Georgetown    - 

2.  In  the  Chest  at  New  Amsterdam 


Total    - 


-    61,664    1     6i 


Compiled  from  the  OflScial  Returns,  ox 

H.  JE.  F.  Yauafff  Government  Secretary. 


154.— II. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 


No.  165.  . 


End.  in  No.  165. 


PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  ABOLITION  OF 

—No.  165.— 


(No.  9.) 
Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  19  January  1838. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  16th  October  (No.  385),  I  beg  to  lay 
before  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  document,  which,  showing  as  it  does,  upon  one 
sheet  of  paper,  an  epitome  of  the  proceedings  of  each  special  justice  during  the 
preceding  month ;  an  abstract  of  the  complaints  of  labourers  and  articled  servants 
against  their  employers,  and  a  precis  of  all  cases  adjudicated  by  the  inferior 
criminal  courts  during  the  same  period,  will  enable  your  Lordship,  without  much 
trouble,  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  state  of  the  tranquillity  and  internal  state  of 
this  prosperous  and  important  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         /.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  in  No.  165. 

Gk>VERNMENT   NoTICE. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Government  Notice  of  the  30th  December  last,  the  following  Returns 
for  the  month  of  December  are  published  for  general  information. 

Guiana  Public  Buildings,  16  January  1838. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

H.  E.  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 


Table  (A.) 

EXHIBITING  tbe  NvMBSft  and  Effect  of  the  Rbtubms  of  Pun ishmbnts  received  by  the  OoTeraor  from  the  Special  Biagistratct. 


*a   • 

*<-'   • 

"S-i  ti 

u  V  ** 

Name 

• 

Total  Nomber 

°.S 

Total  Number 

0. 

M.f 

ill. 

of 

li 

of 

1' 

!£& 

Maximum  of  Sererity 

Maximum  of  Severity 

of 

Apprentices 

Males  punished. 

I^i 

;;^  a.S  M) 

in  any  one 
Case  of  Punishment 

DISTRICT. 

Special 

com 
in  this 

pnsed 
bUtrict. 

3    0 

2  a 

%- 

^-^ 
&•!.&* 

in  any  othei 

By 
Whipping. 

Otherwise 

Magistrate. 

0  s  u 

than  by 
Whipping. 

II 

by  Confinement. 

ModeofPnnishaKBL 

Males. 

Females. 

(A.)  Upper  Bit. 

Tbof.  Coleman 

1*470 

1,340 

SI 

• 

16 

6 

- 

• 

1  month  ... 

-  -  3  months*  extca  la- 
bour on  the  estate. 

(A.)LowerDiT. 

C.  H.  StrotC  - 

I,7a8 

1,617 

M 

• 

14 

10 

- 

- 

10  days  -        -        - 

-  -  3  months'  hasd  It- 
bour  in  the  penal  gang 

<®U   -  ^.- 

A.  M.  Lyons 

2^3« 

a,739 

35 

. 

13 

as 

1  month  .        .        - 

in  Georgetown* 

9  weeks'  extra  iabov. 

(C.)TownDiT.. 

George  Kou  - 

3,370 

3,466 

6 

- 

6 

- 

_ 

. 

9  weeks  .        -        - 

(C.)  Upper  DIt. 

Geo.  Ross,  for 

J.  A.  Allen. 

Austin  Carroll 

a,3ao 

a,i50 

43 

- 

17 

96 

- 

- 

3  weeks  -        -        - 

3  months'  extra  laboic 

(C.)  Town  Dir. 

3,370 

3,465 

ai 

- 

18 

3 

^ 

^               ^ 

3  weeks   .       -        - 

.  .  3  weeks'  bwi  la- 

bour in  the  penal  gang. 

(p.)       .        - 
(E.)        -        - 

D.  M'Lcnnan 

3,186 

^,696 

10 

• 

6 

4 

^ 

„ 

1  week    ... 

8  days'  extra  labour. 

Thos.  Delafons 

3,831 

3,637 

69 

- 

38 

31 

. 

. 

-  -  solitary  confine* 

-  -  hard  labour  in  the 

mental  days;  locked 

colony  prison  9  moodbs 

* 

up  at  nJghH  for  one 

extra  labour  9{  bom 

month. 

a  day  for  lo  days- 

(F.)       .        . 

George  Kellock 

4,466 

4,346 

3 

" 

a 

^ 

** 

■               * 

-  •  confined  at  night 
and  on  Sundays  dur- 
ing one  month. 

(G.)       .       - 

George  Ball  • 

1,850 

MOO 

13 

9 

4 

"■ 

■   ■ 

-  -  3  months  at  tread- 
mill ;  so.'itary  confine- 
ment for  14  days. 

-  -  extra  labour*  with 
confinement,  for  two 
months. 

(H.)  Upper  Div. 

J.  0.  L.  More 

1,435 

1,360 

16 

8 

7 

-   -  solitary    confine- 
ment for  two  weeks, 
and  in  tbe  stocks  for 
10  hours  on  6  days. 

-  -  extra  labour,  at  tbe 
rate  of  an  hour  and  a 
half  per  day,  for  «o 
working  days. 

(H.)LowerDlT. 
(I.)        -        - 

W.  J.  Britain 

1,800 

1,560 

. 

.    No  1 

«tum  recc 

ived. 

George  Rose  - 
W.  H.  Ware  - 

1,070 

926 

6 

. 

• 

6 

^ 

.            . 

1  week. 

CK.)       -        . 

«,668 

«,424 

96 

- 

18 

8 

«. 

• 

9  months 

5  dafi*  eitn  labour. 

(L.)        .        . 

A.  Van  R.  de 

Grout 

1,594 

1,4*9 

aa 

•         * 

10 

19 

- 

- 

1  month  •        .        - 

1  month's  hard  labour. 

(M.)       .        . 

K,  Hcyland  - 

i,»09 

1,666 

6 

• 

3 

3 

- 

- 

3  months. 
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Table  (B.) 

GENERAL  RETURN  of  Complaints  preferred  by  Appebkticid  Labourers  or  Articlbh  Sbbtakts. 


n 

3; 

1 

1 

P 

. 

a 

i 

|i 
ll 

6; 

1 

1 

s5 

J 

Maximom 

1 

'^ 

1 

-a" 

1 

II 

1 

1 

If 

2 

of 
Pnnishment 
Awarded  for 

DISTRICT. 

Special  Justiccw 

From  what  Estate. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

o 

i--^ 

1    ^ 

H  a 

%'& 

'5 

^4i 

3 

/  lU-treatment  of 

2 

s  g.5 

s§ 

2 

ss 

^1 

2 

1 

•  '1 

S 

^KT 

1 

> 

1 

S.9- 

Is 

II 

0  0 

.§ 

g-o  0 

fl 

or 
Articled  SenriBt 

(A.)  Upper  Section 

Tliomas  Coleman 

Belmont  -        -        - 

1 

. 

1 

1 

*» 

f» 

Mrs  DeUces     - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

1 

t 

(AOLowerSecUon 

C.  H.  Strott      • 

Chapman's  Grore     - 
Ann  s  Grove     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

. 

1 

1* 

tt 

f> 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

1 

- 

. 

1 

1* 

f» 

»» 

BaiUie'sliope.        * 

- 

. 

- 

■   a 

-. 

* 

. 

- 

- 

- 

ft 

«• 

$$ 

9» 

John  and  Cove 

- 

- 

- 

1 

• 

1 

* 

. 

- 

. 

a 

a* 

ft 

n 

Paradise  -        -        - 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-' 

1 

- 

- 

. 

2 

a* 

(B.)  -       -       - 

A,  M.  Ljons     • 

Vryhetd's  Last 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

1 

"" 

1 

finedaLiterliog. 

>f 

M 

Annandale       • 

~ 

"" 

■* 

— 

~ 

4 

"" 

"" 

• 

"■ 

5 

4 

1 

-  -  work  redncedf 
being  oon-effectiTe. 

t» 

Brothers  -        -        - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

n 

»f 

Beterverwagteu 

1 

- 

4 

« 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Townr  Section      - 

J.  A.  Allen        « 

La  Penitence   - 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

^ 

- 

*. 

.- 

. 

- 

ft 

!• 

1 

fined  ii.iterfiiig« 

George  Ross      - 

s 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

.    • 

.  • 

^ 

~ 

. 

9 

3 

n 

»» 

Art.  Ls.  and  Workmen 

3 

- 

I 

- 

- 

3 

* 

- 

- 

h 

a» 

3 

fined/.  44. 

90 

Austin  Carroll   - 

Non-prad!aI  A.  Ls.  - 

S 

s 

I 

d 

. 

- 

~. 

- 

- 

7 

6 

1 

-idem. 

m:  :  ■■ 

D.Madennan  - 

Hjde  Park       *       . 

- 

- 

- 

. 

* 

-. 

«. 

^ 

- 

. 

1 

r 

Thomas  Delafons 

m 

<F.)  -        -        . 
(O.)  -       -       - 

George  Kellock- 

» 

1 

OeorgeBdl       - 

H«ffVanAoficb      • 

- 

- 

- 

.   . 

.    ' 

. 

. 

. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

•f 

«» 

Vilvoorden 

- 

1 

- 

« 

-. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

1 

1 

M 

»» 

Zorg        -        .        - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

. 

1 

1 

(H.)  Upper  Section 

L  0.  L.  More  - 

»» 

?H.)  Lower  Section 

W.  J.  Brittain  - 

^0  Return  recdved. 

fl.)   -       -       - 

George  Rose     - 
W.  H.  Ware     - 

19 

(KO  -       -       - 

Lochaoer 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1 

1 

•* 

»f 

Lonsdale  •        -        - 

- 

- 

■- 

m. 

a. 

^ 

. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

work  reduced. 

It 

» 

Gebroeders 

«' 

. 

- 

. 

1 

. 

_ 

- 

_ 

. 

1 

1 

(L.)   .       -        - 

A.VanR.deGroot 

f> 

CM.)  -       .       • 

K.  flejland 

»> 

11 

6 

7 

8 

1 

8 

3 

a 

- 

- 

54 

37 

8 

Table  (C.) 


EXHIBITING  an  Eynoin  of  all  Cases  brought  before  the  Monthly  Inferior  Criminal  Courts,  together  with  the  Results  of  the 

Proceedings  in  each  Case. 


Ko. 


Name  of  Accused. 


Station  in  life. 


Offence  charged  with. 


Result  of  Trial. 


9 

3 

4 
6 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
11 
la 
13 
14 

li 
16 

17 
18 

19 
ao 


Joseph 


London  Lindsaj 
LcmdoD  Lindsaj 
Dick         .       - 
Nicholas  - 
Elisabeth  Battle 

Wra.  Harlequin  - 
W.  R.  Burton  - 

J.  Nathaniel 
F.  Candido 
Windsor   • 
L.  De  Frietas    - 
J.  Pe  Sylvia     - 
Heniy 

Frandsco  - 
Sam 

Mary  Jane 
Hope 

Tidy         .        - 
Sdpio 


Tom 


apprenticed  labourer  - 


burglary  and  theft 


house  serrant  • 

-  idem  -       -       • 
apprenticed  labourer  • 

-  idem  -       -       - 
fruit-seller 

carpenter 
coachmaker 

apprenticed  labourer  - 
articled  servant 
apprenticed  labourer  - 


articled  servant 
apprenticed  labourer  - 

-  idem  -  -  - 

-  idem  -  -  - 
Huckster 

-  idem  -  -  • 


theft 

-  idem>  3d  cooTiction         .        .        •        • 
aggravated  assault       •        -        .        •        - 
assault  upon  a  constable      -        - 
purchasing  provisions  from  a  soldier 

theft,  7th  conviction    -        -        -        -        - 

-  -  widiboldbig  wages  due  to  an  articled 
servant 

theft  -.--.-- 

assault  and  rlttous  conduct  -        .        -        - 
theft  ....... 

waylaying  with  intent  to  stab        ... 
afsault  upon  a  constable       .... 

-  -  seliine  a  bottle  of  runvto  a  corporal  of  the 
69th  regiment. 

}•  -  combining  not  to  work«  and  disobedience^ 
of  lawful  orders  .--.-/ 
theft 


apprenticed  labourer  • 
-    idem  -        •        - 


idem 

assault 
theft- 


idem  - 


idem 


•>  -  3  months'  lrapri«onroent,  half  the  time  with 

hard  labour,  remainder  solitii^  corfntomrtb 

and  a^  stripes. 

acquitted. 

as  No.  1. 

3  months'  imprisonment. 

-  -    idem    -    -    -    with  hard  labour. 

-  .  fined  5/.»  imprisonioent  until  paid,  not  ez« 
eeediog  14  days. 

as  No.  1,  with  39  stripes, 
payment  ordered. 

1  month's  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour, 
a  ditto    ......    ditto. 

14  days' ditto  .    .    -    -    ditto. 

acquitted. 

14  days'  imprisonment,  with  hard  labour. 

-  -  to  pay  a  fine  of/  150;  In  delsult,  ona 
month's  imprisoniMiit. 

each  one  montli's  solitary  confinement. 

-  idem. 

.  •  one  month  on  treadmill,  and  solitary  con- 
finement when  not  at  work. 
1  month's  solitary  confinement. 
.  -   1  month  on  treadmill,  and  solitary  con- 
finement when  not  at  work. 
3  months'  solitary  confinement  in  colony  gaoU 
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No.  166. 


—No.  166.— 
(No.  19.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glmlg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  27  January  1838. 

As  I  am  convinced  that  your  Lordship  will  peruse  the  enclosed  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  rector  of  the  parish  of  St.  Patrick,  in  the  district  of  Berbice,  with 
much  pleasure,  I  take  the  hherty  of  laying  it  before  you.  Berbice  has  been 
divided  into  parishes  little  more  than  a  year.  It  is  truly  gratifying  to  observe  the 
good  effects  of  this  measure,  even  in  so  short  a  space  of  time. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


EdcI.  in  No.  i66. 


Enclosure  in  No.  166. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  J.  Fothergitt,  rector  of  the  parish  of  St.  Patrick, 
in  British  Ouiana,  addressed  to  the  Government  Secretary,  and  dated  January 
18th,  1838. 

I  ALSO  think  that  if  onr  church  be  properly  finished,  as  it  requires,  and  our  parochial 
schools  flourish  as  at  present,  and  the  people  go  on  in  ftiture  as  quietly  as  at  this  time, 
we  shall  not  thank  the  colony  for  buildmg  any  gaol  in  this  quarter,  or  feel  much  indebted 
to  any  magistrate  for  appearing  amongst  us.  I  may  by  the  way  here  remark,  that  on  the 
three  plantations,  Canetield,  Rose  Hall  and  Reliance  (nearest  to  the  church,  and  consequently 
best  supplied  with  instruction),  no  punishments  have  taken  place  during  the  whole  of  last 
year,     juiese  three  estates  have  made  2,100  hogsheads  of  sugar. 


(A  true  extract.) 


W.  B.  WoUele^y 

Assis^Gov^SecT. 


No.  167. 


EncL  in  No.  167. 


—No.  167.— 
(No.  20.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glmlq. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  26  Jfuiuary  1838. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  the  document  respecting 
proedial  and  non-prsedial  labourers,  called  for  in  the  hist  paragraph  of  your  Lord- 
ship's cinnilar  of  the  30th  November  1837. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 


Enclosure  in  No.  167. 
Return  of  Appbbnticbd  Labourers  according  to  the  existing  Classification. 


DISTRICTS. 

PBiBDIALS. 

1 

NON-PRJBDIALS. 

TOTAL. 

Demerara  and  Essequibo  - 
Berbice  ----- 

61,762 
15,855 

6,253 
1,165 

58,015 
17,020 

Total    -       -       - 

67,617 

7,418 

75,035 

British  Guiana, 
Government  Secretary's  Office; 
30  January  1838. 


'} 


JT.  E.  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 


Certified, 

J.  Carmichael  Smyth, 

Governor,  British  Guiana. 
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—No.  168.— 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


(No.  22.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C  &myth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  1  February  1838.  No.  168. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  present,  in  Her  Majesty's  name,  upon  the  29th  ultimo, 
gold  medals  to  those  12  managers  of  estates  in  this  colony  who  were  selected 
and  recommended  by  the  special  justices  for  their  kindness  and  good  conduct 
towards  the  apprenticed  labourers  attached  to  their  several  estates.  I  also 
presented  three  similar  medals  to  the  three  medical  gentlemen  in  charge  of 
estates'  hospitals,  who  were  similarly  recommended  by  the  special  justices. 

I  beg  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  an  account  of  the  ceremony,  as  also  a  copy 

of  a  short  speech,  which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  to  the  gentlemen  who  received 

the  medals. 

I  beg  to  add,  that  this  annual  distribution  of  gold  medals  has  been  attended 
with  the  best  effects ;  it  places  the  deserving  and  meritorious  manager  in  a 
prominent  point  of  view,  whilst  it  makes  manifest  to  the  public  that  the  conduct 
of  all  is  equaUy  watched  over  and  duly  appreciated. 

I  trust  that  my  address  to  the  managers  will  meet  with  Her  Majesty's  appro- 
bation. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  Canmchael  Smyth, 


Enclosure  in  No.  168. 
Government  Notice. 


Major-general  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smtth  was  pleased  this  day,  in  the  hall  of  £q^|^  jq  ^^^  |gg 
the  court  of  policy,  in  the  presence  of  their  honours  the  chief  justice,  the  high  sheriff 
and  sheriff  of  Berbice,  the  reverend  the  clergy,  the  special  magistracy,  and  a  large  con- 
course of  the  inhabitants,  to  present,  in  the  name  of  Her  Majesty,  a  gold  medal  to  each 
of  the  under-mentioned  gentlemen,  managers  of  estates,  and  medical  practitioners  in  charge 
of  estates'  hospitals  in  British  Guiana,  in  testimony  of  The  Queen's  gracious  approbation  of 
their  conduct  towards  the  apprenticed  labourers  attached  to  the  estates  of  which  they  respec- 
tively have  the  superintendence. 

District  of  Demerara : 

1.  W.  H.  Arnold,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Le  Repentir,  leased  by  William 

Arrindell,  Esq. 

2.  Sholto  Douglas^  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Spring  Hall,  the  property  of  R.  M. 

Jones,  Esq. 

3.  A.  C.  Archer,  E$q.,  manager  of  plantation  Greenfield,  the  property  of  Messrs. 

Alexander  and  James  Glen. 

4.  Henry  Hunter,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Herstelling,  M.  J.  Retemeyer,  Esq., 

Attorney. 

District  of  Essequibo : 

1.  J.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Belle  Plaine,  the  property  of  Messrs. 

Cornfoot  and  Bell,  of  London. 

2.  Seward,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Aberdeen,  the  property  of  Dr.  Bell. 

3.  Robert  Philip,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  CuUen,  the  property  of  A.  Mackie,  Esq. 

4.  A.  Murdock,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Perseverance,  me  property  of  the  heirs 

of  Cramer. 

District  of  Berbice : 

1.  James  Kirk  wood,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Canefield,  the  property  of  Messrs. 

D.  C.  Cameron  and  Kirkwc^. 

2.  G.  G.  Lowenfeld,  Esq.,   manager  of  plantation  Gebroeders,  Charles  Matheson, 

Esq.,  Attorney. 

3.  — -—  Currie,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation   Providence,    the  property  of  Wil- 

liam Henery,  Esq. 

4.  A.  Grant,  Esq.,  manager  of  plantation  Hope  and  Experiment,  the  property  of 

M'Calmont,  Esq. 

Medical  Practitioners : 

Dr.  Mackie,  of  Leguan,  Dr.  James  Fraser,  of  Essequibo,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Beresford,  of 

Berbice. 
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II. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony,  his  Excellency  addressed  the  gentlemen  who  had  le- 
ceived  the  medals  as  follows : — 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  feelings  of  no  common  satisfaction  that  I  meet,  assembler!  in  this  hall,  so  many 
respectable  gentlemen,  justly  entitled  to  the  esteem  of  the  community,  and  truly  desenrii^ 
of  those  honorary  marks  of  distinction  which  the  mild  and  benevolent  QovemmeDt  ander 
which  we  have  the  happiness  to  live  has  authorized  me  to  distribute.  In  the  name  and  oq 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  these  medals.  I  hope  that  yoa 
may  long  continue  to  wear  them ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  you  will  be  careful  to  transmit 
them  to  y^our  children,  as  flattering  testimonials  equally  of  your  own  worth  and  of  the  grati- 
fying notice  taken  of  your  conduct  by  our  Sovereign. 

I  am  desirous  of  availing  myself  of  this  opTOrtunity  of  addressinjg  to  yrou  personally 
a  few  words  respecting  the  present  state  and  the  future  prospects  of  this  province. 

With  respect  to  its  present  state,  I  have  only  to  ooserve,  that  the  industry  which  pre- 
vails, the  happiness,  good  order  and  contentment  which,  under  the  blessing  of  an  AlmigbW 
Providence,  are  to  l^  met  with  throughout  British  Guiana,  are  universaUy  acknowledgei 
It  is  to  you,  gentlemen,  and  to  such  as  think  and  act  as  you  do,  that  we  are  principally  in- 
debted for  these  inestimable  advantages.  I  am  happy  in  bearing  this  public  testmiony  to 
your  merits. 

With  reference  to  the  future,  I  wish  to  remark,  that  if  under  a  mild  and  kind  tieatment, 
and  by  paying  the  labourer  for  extra  work  performed  during  his  own  time,  such  large  quan- 
tities of  produce  as  are  now  exported  can  be  raised  and  manufactured,  we,  surely,  in  Biitidi 
Guiana,  have  no  cause  to  apprehend  that  when  the  period  arrives  at  which  the  labourer  is 
to  receive  the  full  value  of  the  whole  of  his  day's  work,  he  will  discontinue  or  diminish  his 
exertions.  We  shall  require  an  equitable  rural  code ;  affording,  on  the  one  side,  to  the 
labourer  the  means  of  obtaining  prompt  payment  for  such  work  as  he  may  have  peifermed; 
and,  on  the  other,  ensuring  to  me  employer  that  he  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  abandoned  or 
deserted  at  the  caprice  of  the  labourer  m  the  midst  of  an  agreement.  I  see  no  reason  to 
doubt  but  that  (under  the  government  of  a  law  founded  upon  those  immutable  principles  of 
justice  to  which  I  have  alluded)  the  agricultural  labour  in  this  colony  will  be  cheerfully  carried 
on,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  all  parties.  That  such  will  be  the  result,  I  fervently  pray. 
That  such  will  be  the  result,  I  sincerely  believe.  By  steadily  perseverii^  in  that  praisewc^y 
line  of  conduct  which  you  and  the  great  body  of  the  managers  have  so  judiciously  adopted, 
every  prospect  of  triumphant  success  will  be  afforded  to  this  important  provmce  ot  the 
empire. 

(signed)        J.  Carmiekad  Smyth. 

By  command, 
29  January  1838.  H.  E.  F.  Yomg,  Government  Secretaiy. 


^No.  169.— 
(No.  311.) 
Copt  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  GUnelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

No.  169.  Sir,  Downing-street,  12  April  1838. 

I  HAVB  received  your  despatch;  No.  22,  of  the  1st  February,  in  whidiyoa 
report  the  issue  by  you  of  tiie  annual  gold  medals  to  the  twelve  managers  of 
estates  ¥rho  had  most  distinguished  themselves  by  their  kindness  and  good  con- 
duct towards  the  apprentices  under  their  chai^,  and  to  the  three  medical  g^- 
tlemen  whose  services  rendered  to  the  apprentices  had  been  most  deserving  of 
your  approbation. 

I  have  laid  this  despatch  before  Her  Majesty ;  and  I  am  to  convey  to  you 
Her  Majesty's  gracious  approval  of  the  address  which  you  delivered  on  die 
occasion,  and  Her  Majesty's  confident  expectation  that  Her  subjects  in  British 
Guiana  will  duly  appreciate  the  testimony  thus  afforded  to  a  spedes  of  merit 
which  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  Her  Majesty  to  notice  as  a  ground  (A  reward 
and  distinction. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)        Glmlq^ 
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— No.  170. —  BiirnsH  oviah^ 

(Na  25.)  

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  GUnelg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  12  February  1838.  No.  170. 

I  BIG  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  copy  of  the  speech  which  I  addressed  to  Copy  of  the 
the  court  of  policy,  a  few  days  ago,  upon  the  opening  of  the  present  session.        Govemor'g  Speeclu 

The  state  of  this  colony  continues  to  be  most  gratifying ;  and  I  hope  that  the 
measures  I  have  alluded  to  in  my  speech  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Her 
Majesty. 

I  have,  &C. 
(signed)        J.  Carmichael  Smyth 


Enclosure  in  No.  170. 
Spbbch  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  opening  of  the  Court  of  Policy. 

Gentlemen, 

Her  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  cause  her  royal  approbation  to  be  com-  End,  in  No.  170. 
municated  to  me  of  the  practice  I  have  adopted  of  addressing  to  this  court,  at  the  opening  of 
the  first  session  of  the  year,  a  summary  review  of  the  political  events  and  circumstances  of  the 
past  twelve  months ;  a  recapitulation  of  the  legislative  proceedings  of  the  same  |)eriod  ;  and 
an  intimation  of  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the  projects  of  law  which  it  is  my  intention  to 
bring  forward  ;  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  request  your  attention  to  the  following  observations  upon 
the  present  occasion : — 

II. 

I  am  in  the  first  place  desirous  of  offering  you  my  sincere  congratulations  upon  the  happy, 
contented  and  prosperous  state  of  this  province.  1  challenge  comparison  with  any  coimty  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  I  affirm  that  fewer  crimes  and  fewer  breaches  of  the  peace  will  be  found 
to  have  been  committed  in  British  Guiana  during  the  year  1837  than  m  anjr  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  dominions  of  the  same  extent,  possessmg  t^o  sea-ports,  and  containing  an  equal 
population. 

III. 

When  I  reflect  upon  the  good  conduct  of  the  apprenticed  labourers,  upon  their  anxiety 
for  rehgious  and  moral  instruction ;  when  I  see  new  churches,  chapels  and  schoolrooms 
rising  rapidly  in  every  district  throughout  this  province,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  sanguine 
in  the  expectation  that  after  the  expiration  of  the  apprentice  system  this  colony  wfll  be 
blessed  with  a  religious,  moral  and  mdustrious  peasantry,  and  continue  to  flourisn  accord- 
ingly- 

IV. 

You  are  aware,  gentlemen,  that  in  a  despatch  dated  so  far  back  as  on  the  19th  March  1836 
(now  nearly  two  years  ago),  addressed  by  me  to  the  Right  honourable  the  Lord  Glenelg, 
I  deprecated  the  idea  of  shortening  the  period  of  the  apprenticeship.  The  contents  of  that 
despatch  have  only  been  made  known  to  you  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  laid  before 
Parliament,  and  been  directed  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed.  I  allude  to  these 
circumstances  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  its  being  supposed,  even  for  a  moment, 
^that  in  communicating  to  the  Right  honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  my  sentiments  upon 
a  question  of  so  important  a  nature  to  the  future  prosperity  of  this  colony,  I  was  sLctuated 
by  any  foolish  or  mistaken  desire  to  acquire  an  ephemeral  popularity  with  any  particular 
class  in  this  colony.  The  sentiments  I  expressed  in  that  despatch  I  still  entertain.  I  con- 
sider the  continuance  of  the  present  system  until  the  1st  August  1840  as  identified  with 
the  fiiture  welfare  of  this  magnificent  province.  If  I  had  been  of  opinion  that  a  more  imme- 
diate release  firom  the  apprenticeship  would  have  benefited  either  this  colony  or  the  labourers 
themselves,  I  would  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  so  reported  to  the  Right  honourable  the 
Secretary  of  State.  It  a{^>ears  to  me  that  if,  in  British  Guiana,  we  are  allowed  to  continue 
as  we  are,  there  is  every  prospect  of  our  being  enabled  to  slide  almost  imperceptibly  into  a 
state  of  perfect  fireedom.  Excepting  in  cases  of  theft,  the  degrading  punishment  of  the  lash 
is  unknown.  Females  are  not  permitted  to  be  sent  to  the  treadmill.  The  advantages  re- 
sulting firom  labour  are  becommg  daily  more  understood  and  better  appreciated  by  the 
apprentice.  He  is  moreover  fast  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  rights  and  duties  which,  as  a 
me  man,  he  will  hereafter  have  in  the  one  case  to  enjoy,  and  in  the  other  to  perform*  The 
proprietor,  on  his  part,  is  daily  preparing  to  meet  the  coming  change.  A  kind  and  a  good 
leelmg  between  the  employer  and  the  labourer  is  every  where  rapidly  gaining  ground.  It 
is  no  longer  the  master  and  the  slave  having  opposite  interests;  but  the  nusbandman, 
who  cannot  efiectually  till  his  ground  without  the  willmg  aid  and  the  extra  work  of  his 
apprenticed  labourer;  and  the  apprenticed  labourer,  who  looks  to  the  husbandman  for 
that  money,  in  payment  for  his  extra  labour,  which  he  remiires  to  enable  him  to  take  care 
of  his  wife  and  nunily,  and  to  provide  himself  and  them  with  those  articles  of  comfort  or  of 
luxury  to  which  they  have  become  habituated.  When  things  are  going  on  so  well  as  in 
British  Guiana,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  little  short  of  an  act  of  folly  to  ofler  any 
interruption  to  the  present  system. 
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During  the  year  which  has  elapsed,  we  passed  17  ordinances  in  this  court  It  does  not 
appear  necessary  for  me  to  trouble  you,  at  this  moment,  with  any  remarks  upon  Acts  whicb 
have  so  recently  received  your  attention. 

The  first  legislative  measure  which  I  wish  to  bring  under  your  notice  during  the  pieseat 
session  will  te  one  relative  to  the  classification  of  t£e  praedial  ami  non-praedial  labomers. 
If  errors  have  tak^i  place;  if  any  individual  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  for  two  additional 
years  of  servitude,  in  consequence  of  his  name  having  been  entered  in  the  wrong  column  of 
the  registration  list,  it  is  fit  and  proper  that  he  shomd  be  placed  in  that  class  to  which  he 
legally  belongs.     I  anticipate  your  ready  acquiesceace  in  this  measure. 

VIL 

Some  alterations  have  been  suggested  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  the  onhoince 
establishing  the  British  Gruiana  Bank.  A  copy  of  the  despatch  upon  the  subject  has  been 
communicated  to  the  directors,  and  I  have  directed  another  copy  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
tliis  court.  As  soon  as  I  hear  firom  the  bank  directors  that  thev  are  willing  to  accede  to 
the  alterations  proposed  in  the  despatch  alluded  to,  no  time  will  be  lost  in  bringing  before 
you  for  your  consideration  an  amended  ordinance. 

VIIL 

My  time  and  my  attention  have  been  much  engrossed  of  late  in  the  consideration  of  the 
particulars  of  a  Bui  for  establishing  a  Rural  Code  for  the  future  government  of  this  colonv, 
which  I  am  anxious  at  no  distant  period  to  lay  before  you  for  ^our  consideration.  I  am  m 
correspondence  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon  the  subiect.  As  soon  as  matters  shall 
be  more  advanced,  and  have  assumed  a  tangible  shape,  I  shall  invite  your  co-operation  and 
assistance. 

IX. 

There  are  several  measures  connected  with  the  finance  of  this  colony,  and  more  particu- 
larly with  respect  to  the  introduction  of  a  silver  circulating  medium  to  an  extent  equal  to 
what  will  be  required  for  the  payment  of  our  labourers,  which  press  upon  us  and  demand 
our  most  serious  attention.  I  shall,  however,  postpone  what  I  have  to  remark  upon  these 
subjects  until  the  meeting  of  the  combined  court. 

Court  of  Policy,  3  February  1838.  (signed)        J.  Camnchael  Sntyth. 


—No.  171.— 
(No.  310.) 
Copv  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth,  Bart. 

No.  171.  Sir^  Downing-street,  12  April  1838. 

I  HAVE  received  your  despatch.  No.  25,  of  the  12th  February,  enclosing  the 
speech  which  you  had  addressed  to  the  court  of  policy  on  the  opening  of  the 
session.  I  beg  to  convey  to  you  my  approval  of  this  address,  and  to  express  the 
gratification  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  derive  from  the  report  which  you 
are  enabled  to  make  of  the  continued  tranquillity  and  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)         Glendg. 


—No.  172.— 
(No.  26.) 
Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Sir  J,  C.  Smyth,  Bart.,  to  Lord  Glenelg, 

No.  172.  My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  12  Fehruary  1838. 

I  BEG  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  Government  notice  issued  by  my 
orders  upon  the  8th  instant,  exhibiting  returns  of  the  number  and  extent  of  pimish- 
ments  awarded  during  the  month  of  January  against  apprenticed  labourers  by 
special  justices ;  of  the  complaints  preferred  during  the  same  period  by  apprenticed 
labourers  or  articled  servants  against  their  employers ;  and  lastly,  an  epitome 
of  all  cases  brought  before  the  monthly  criminal  courts  held  in  the  several 
counties. 

As  these  returns  will  enable  your  Lordship  to  form  your  own  opinion  as  to  the 
internal  tranquillity  and  happiness  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  British  Guiana 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  province,  I  shall  abstain  from  ofiering  any 
^remarks  upon  the  present  occasion. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        /.  Cannichael  Smytk 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 


Enclosures  in  No.  172. 


Government  Notice. 

The  Grovemor  has  directed  the  following  Returns  for  the  month  of  January  to  be  published  Eacl.  in  ^o.  172. 
in  the  Royal  Gazette ;  viz. — 

Table  (A.)— Exhibiting  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Punishments  upon  Apprenticed  La- 
bourers in  each  District,  together  with  a  Summary  of  the  Sentences  awarded  by  the  Special 
Justice. 

Table  (B.) — Exhibiting  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Complaints  preferred  by  Apprenticed 
Labourers  or  Articled  Serwmts,  together  with  a  Pr6cis  of  the  Decision  of  the  Special  Justice. 

Table  (C.) — Exhibiting  an  Epitome  of  all  Cases  brought  before  the  Monthly  Inferior 
Criminal  Courts,  together  with  the  Result  of  the  Proceedings  in  each  Case. 

By  his  Excellency*s  command. 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary 
Guiana  Public  Buildings,  8  February  1838. 


Table  (A.) 

EXHIBITING  tbe  Number  tnd  Erracr  of  the  Returns  of  Punishmikts  received  by  the  Goveraor  from  the  Special  Magittratts. 


Dbtriet 


Name 

of 

Special  Blagittrate. 


Total  Number 

of 

Apprenticei 

compnaed  in  this 

Diatrict 


Blalea*    Femaicfl. 


1^ 
1^ 


Total  Number 

of 
Malea  punished. 


whipping. 


Otherwise 

than  by 

whipping. 


I 


HA 


gg.!^ 


.t 


I. 
"sj 

6.i 


ill 


ii 


in 


Maximum  of  Severity 

in  any  other 
Mode  of  Puniahment. 


A.  UpperDir. 

A.  Lower  Div. 

B.  - 

C  TownlMr. 

C.  TownDiv. 

C.  Upper  DiT. 

D.  . 

E.  - 

F.  - 
O.  - 

H.  Upper  DiT. 

H.  Lower  DiT. 
L       . 
K.     . 
L.      - 
M.      - 


Thea.  Coleman    - 

CH.  Stmtt  - 
A.  M.  Lyons 

Geo.  Rom  - 

Austin  Carroll    - 

J.  A.  ADen 

D.  McLennan  - 
Thos.  Delafims  - 
George  Kellock  - 
George  Ban 

J.  O.L.Mnie    - 

W.  J.  Brittain    - 
Geoige  Rose 
W.  H.  Ware      - 
A.VanR.deOroot 
K.  Heyland 


1,470 

1,728 
2,932 

3,368 


1,340 

1,617 
2,739 

3,450 


2,386 

3,186 
2,831 
4,456 
1,850 

1,475 

1,800 
1,065 
2,557 
1,604 
1,891 


2,167 

2,595 
2,637 
4,346 
1,400 

1,368 

1,560 
924 
2,423 
1,449 
1,646 


27 
15 


16 
13 

19 

29 

3 

5 


9 

2  of*  these 
were  twice 
punished. 

9 


7 

2 

1 

10 

2 

19 

U 

21 

7 

2  months' 


2  months- 


1  month  - 


Swedes 


1  month  - 

2  montha- 

2  T«AT^thft 

2montha- 


2  montha*  extra  labour. 


3  montha*  hard  labour  on  thfc 
treadmill. 

2  weeks*  extra  labour. 


3  weeks*  hard  laboiir. 

3  weeks*  hard  labour  in  the 
penal  gang. 

3  months*  extra  labour. 


3  wedos*  extra  labour. 
3  months*  hard  labour. 

3  months  at  the  treadmSIL 
2  weeks*  extra  labour. 


1  month. 
1  week. 
3  wedca. 
3i 
61 


3  aoatha  on  the  treadmiO. 
3  montha*  txtrm  labour. 


154.— II. 


DD  4 
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Table  (B.) 

GENERAL  RETURN  of  CoMrLAurrs  prefierred  by  ArrRinncKO  Labourers  or  Articled  Skrtamts. 


District 


A.  Upper  Section' 


A.  Lower  Sectioii « 


C. 


Special  Jiistioe. 


Thomas  Cdeman 


a  H.  Strutt 


A.  M.  Lyona 


J.  A.  Alkm 


From  what  Eftale. 


D.     . 


F.      .        -        - 
O.      .        -        - 

w 
»> 

H.  Upper  Section - 
H.  Lower  I 
L       - 
K.     . 


L.      -        . 

M.     .       « 

*• 
Town  Diitrict 


D. 


Thomas  Delaibnt 

Geoige  Kellock  - 
QeorgeBaU 

n 
J.  O.  L.  Mure    - 
W.  J.  BrittiiB    - 
George  Rose       • 
W.  H.  Ware 


A.VaBR.DeOreol 
K.  Hejland 

George  Ross       • 

t> 
Austin  GarroU    - 


CarletonHall 
Woodlands  - 
Behnont 

Chapman'a  Grove  - 

Beehive 

Anns  CiTOve  -        ■ 

John  and  Cove 

Paradise 

Bachelor's  Adventure 

Nonpsreil 
Felicity 

Coming's  Lodge 
Brothers 


La  Penitence 
Ruimveld 

Rome  and  Houston 
VeberhooM  - 
Peter's  Hall  - 
Providence    - 
Farm   - 
Covent  Garden 
Little  Diamond 
Friendship     - 
Garden  of  Eden 
Arcadia  and  Mocha 

Wales  - 
MalgrdTout 
Camooney  Creek    ^ 
Potosi  ... 

Waller's  Delight     • 
Haarlem 


Huis  t'Dieren 
Hoff  Van  Hdland 
Spring  Garden 


Regina 


Ptoth 


Kifidd 
Overwinning 
Locaber 
Balthyock 
F^  and  Co. 


Blary'a  Hope 

Skeldon 

Kitty   ... 

Art.  Srt  Georgetown 
A.  L.  Georgetown 


F1aBi£.7.ilBH 


FiMil9/. 
Fined  £.$. 
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Table  (C-) 


EXHIBITING  an  Ernoia  of  aU  Casks  broiight  before  the  Monthly  Ikpi&ior  Crxmxkal  Cou&ts,  together  with  the  Result  of  the 

in  each  Case. 


Ifo. 


8 

9 

10 

11 
12 
13 
14 

15 

16 
17 
18 


Name  of  Aecuaed. 


Sammy  Ireland 


Jaodbns  SehelEsrs 

Klaas 

Frederick  Herman 

Jenny 

John  Wellington 
Shenn. 

Fortune     -        • 

JohnBionro 
Jim  -        -        - 
James 

Wellington 
Wallace     - 
Adam 
William  Smith   - 

William 


Thomas  Henery  > 
Quickly     - 
Agnes  Lewis 


Station  in  Life. 


Stone-mason 

Carpenter 

Apprenticed  labourer  - 

Fisherman 

A^renticed  labourer  - 
Stone-mason     - 

Apprenticed  labourer  • 

Msriner  .  -  • 
Apprenticed  labourer  - 
.    idem  .         •        - 


-  idem  -  .  -' 
•>  idem  •  -  - 

-  idem  -  -  - 

-  idem  • 

Labourer - 

Apprenticed  labourer  • 

-  idem  - 
not  stated 


Offence  ehaiged  with. 


Breaking  out  of  gsol  when  under  sentence  of  the 
Supreme  Criminal  Court,  and  stabbiqg  a  man 
sent  in  pursuit  of  him. 


Harbouring  and  employing  an  apprendce 
another  person  .         -        -        - 


Stealing  a  watch  and  key 


Assault  and  battery 
Sdling  sfnrits 
Theft 


-    idem  (third  conviction)  - 


Assault      ... 
Burglary  (sixth  oonyiction) 
Theft         -        .         - 


Breaking  into  and  stealing  from  a  puncheon 


rum 
Theft 
Trespass  and  assault 


^ 


Burglary 

Theft 
.    idem 


Assault  and  battery 


Result  of  Trial. 


Three  months*  imprisonment;  hard  labour  half 
the  time,  solitary  confinement  the  remainder, 
and  to  receive  39  stripes  at  the  o^iratioB  of 
former  sentence. 

Fined  £.  10.  sterling;  imprisonment  until  paid, 
not  exceeding  one  month. 

One  month's  solitary  confinement,  and  to  raoahre 
25  stripes. 

Acquitted,  prosecutor  not  appearing. 

Fined  ten  joes,  and  imprisoned  one  montlu 

Acquitted,  prosecutor  not  appearing. 

Three  months*  imprisoment;  hard  labour  and 
solitary  confinement. 

Reprimanded. 

Three  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard  laboifr. 

Two  months*  imprisonment,  with  hard  laboar,  and 
to  recdve  25  stripes. 

.    idem    -    .    •  idem    -    - 


idem    -    .    -  idem,  and  to  receive  89  stripes. 

Fmed  £.2.  sterling;   impriwnmeut  until  paid 
not  exceeding  six  days. 

Three   months*  solitary   impriaanment,    and  to 
receive  20  stripes. 

-    idem    ...  30  idem. 

.    idm,  with  hard  labour    -    -  idem. 

Fined  £.90.  steriing;  imprisonment  until  paid, 
not  exceeding  two  months.  ■ 


—No.  173.— 


Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Esq.,  to  Lord  Glefielg. 

My  Lord,  Camp  House,  Demerara,  5  March  1838. 

It  is  my  very  painfrd  duty  to  announce  to  your  Lordship  the  melandioly 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth.  This  lamentable  event 
was  occasioned  by  fever,  and  occurred  yesterday  at  10  minutes  past  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  after  an  illness  of  only  four  days. 

Major  Orange,  of  the  67th  Regiment,  as  senior  officer  of  Her  Majesty's 
Forces,  on  full  pay,  in  British  Guiana,  has  consequently  succeeded  to  the 
administration  of  the  government,  but  as  he  is  at  present  in  the  county  of 
Berbice,  and  cannot  arrive  in  Demerara  for  at  least  a  day  or  two,  I  have  felt  it 
right  to  commimicate  these  tidings  to  your  Lordship  without  delay.  I  have, 
after  consultation  with  the  chief  justice,  adopted  the  customary  measures  to 
facilitate  the  immediate  assiunption  by  Major  Orange  of  the  functions  of  Acting 
Governor.  In  the  absence  of  Major  Orange  from  the  seat  of  government,  I 
have  reported  his  succession  to  his  Excellency  Lieutenant-general  Sir  Samford 
Whittingham. 

154.— IL  EB 


No.  173. 
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BRITISH  GUUNA.       The  unafffected  admiration,  the  respectful  affection  and  veneration  with  which 

I  regard  the  memory  of  my  lamented    chief  and  friend  would  prevent  my 

presuming  upon  even  a  faint  allusion  to  his  uncommon  merit  from  one  of  so 
little  note  b»  myself,  did  I  not  know  that  my  humble  opinion  is  but  the  echo 
of  that  which  on  public  grounds  your  Lordship  has  so  frequently  had  occasion 
to  express.  The  eminent  services  of  the  intrepid — ^the  just — the-  signally  sue- 
cessful  ruler  of  this  not  easily-governed  colony,  have  been  repeatedly  honoured 
with  your  Lordship's  cordial  acknowledgments  and  with  the  gracious  appro- 
bation  of  our  Sovereign ;  yet  permit  me,  with  feelings  of  the  utmost  respect, 
to  state,  that  my  humble  testimony  now  supplies  this  further  corroboration 
of  the  late  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth's  conspicuous  worth,  in  that  his  (humanly 
speaking)  untimely  removal  from  a  sphere  of  extensive  usefulness,  to  which  he 
was  incessantly  devoted,  has  excited  the  deepest  regret  in  the  bosom  of  every 
individual,  whilst  to  the  community  at  large  his  loss  appears  a  great  pubUc  calamity. 

I  have,  &C. 
(signed)  H.  E.  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 


B. 


_No.  174.— 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Major  W.  N.  Orange  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

No.  174.  My  Lord,  Public  Buildings,  Demerara,  7  March  1838. 

Thb  despatch  of  the  Grovemment  Secretary,  dated  the  5th  instant,  will  have 
apprized  your  Lordship  of  my  succession  to  the  temporary  government  of  this 
colony,  vacant  by  the  deeply-lamented  death,  on  the  4th  instant,  of  the  late 
Major-general  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  Lordship,  that  the  oaths  of  office  were  this  day  administered  to  me  in  the 
j^^  customary  manner,  and  the  publication  usual  on  these  occasions  has  been  issued 

—  by  myself  and  the  court  of  policy,  of  which  I  beg  to  annex  a  copy. 

I  have  also  to  forward  a  copy  of  an  address  to  the  apprenticed  labourers, 

_£: and  of  a  circular  letter  to  the  sheriffs  and  special  justices,  directing  them  to 

give  due  publicity  to  the  said  address.  I  respectfully  trust  that  these  measures, 
intended  for  the  general  good,  may  be  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  appro- 
bation. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  to  your  Lordship  that  the  latest 
accounts  from  every  part  of  the  colony  report  a  state  of  good  order  and  perfect 
tranquillity  to  be  prevalent, 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         W.  N.  Orange 

Major  67th  Reg.  Commg.  Troops. 


Enclosures  in  No.  174. 
(A.) 


End.  in  No  174.  PUBLICATION  by  his  Excellency  Major  WilUam  Nesbitt  Orowye,  C<Hnmanding 

Her  Majesty's  Troops,  Acting  Governor;  and  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Policy 
of  British  Uuiana. 
Unto  all  to  whom  these  presents  may  or  shall  concern,  greeting :  Be  it  known: — 

Whereas,  by  the  lamented  death  of  his  Excellency  the  late  Maior-^eneral  Sir  Jama 
Carmichael  Smythy  Baronet,  the  administration  of  the  government  of  British  Guiana  hath 
devolved  upon  Major  William  Nesbitt  Orangey  of  the  67th  Regiment  of  Foot,  who  did 
this  day  take  the  usual  oaths  of  office,  we  have  thought  fit  to  issue  this  our  Publi- 
cation, in  order  that  the  said  event  may  be  promulgated  for  general  information. 

Thus  done  at  our  Extraordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Hall  of  the  HonooraUe 
the  Court  of  Px>Ucy,  at  the  Uuiana  Public  Buildings,  this  7th  day  of  March 
183B,  ;Emd  published  the  same  day. 

By^  command  of  the  Court, 

H.  E.  F.  Yomgy  Secretary. 
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(B.) 

AN    ADDRESS  to  the  AppftBNncED   Laboubebs   of  British  Guiana^  by  his 
Excellenc]^   WiUiam  Neshitt    Orangey   Major  of  the   67th   Regiment  of  JPoot, 
Commanding    H.   M.  Tro(^8^  Acting  Governor    and  Commander-in-chief  of 
British  Guiana. 
Apprenticed  Labourers, 
Your  beloved  Governor — your  viratchful   and  kind  friend,  the  late  Major-general  Sir 
James  Carmichael  Smyth — always  gave  you  a  good  character.     He  always  said  with  confi- 
dence, that  you  would  be  willing  and  able  to  prove  that  his  favourable  opinion  of  you  was 
correct  and  just    Now,  at  this  time,  when  it  has  been  the  will  of  Almighty  God  to  remove 
.him  into  another  world,  is  afforded  to  you  an  opportunity  of  showing  your  grateful  sense  of 
his  never-wearied  zeal  for  your  interests.    Prove  to  the  world  how  greatly  you  have  profited 
by  the  good  advice  he  so  frequently  gave  you.     Is  there  any  one  of  you  who  is  inclined  to 
be  idle,  or  disobedient,  or  inattentive  to  what  your  magistrates,  or  your  managers,  or  your 
head  people  may  say  to  you?    Think  what  the  good  Grovemor — now  no  more— the  poor 
man's  friend — ^would  say  were  he  still  upon  earUi :  *'  Labour  and  obedience  to  the  lavra 
must  be  the  lot  of  every  man  who  desires  to  do  well  and  to  be  protected."    This  is  what  he 
has  ofiten  told  you ;  and  by  continued  good  conduct,  by  continued  industry,  by  an  absence 
of  complaints  against  you,  you  will  best  show  your  grateful  respect  for  the  memory  of  him 
who  took  a  pride  in  promoting  your  welfare — ^who  rejoiced  in  your  good  behaviour— who 
upheld  your  character — ^who  grieved  when  any  one  of  you  did  wrong. 

Apprenticed  Labourers, 

The  Queen's  orders  have  made  me,  for  the  time  being,  the  successor  of  your  late  Governor. 
To-day,  in  humble  reliance  upon  Divine  Providence,  I  took  the  oaths  of  office,  and  swore  to 
acquit  myself  to  the  best  of  my  ability  in  the  high  situation  which  has  unexpectedly 
devolved  upon  me.  You  all  know  that  Uie  same  laws  which  the  late  Grovemor  caused  to 
be  administered  are  still  in  force,  and  ¥^ill  continue  in  force,  until  in  1840  other  laws  will 
be  made. 

I  have  served  under  the  command  of  your  late  Governor.  I  know  how  fearless,  how 
just  a  man  he  was.  Fearlessly  and  justly,  according  to  my  conscience,  I  will  endeavour 
respectfully  to  follow  in  his  honourea  steps.  Acting  upon  his  inflexible  principles,  I  will 
favour  no  man ;  but  I  will  be  anxious  and  zealous  to  do  full  justice,  according  to  law,  to 
every  man — high  and  low — knowing  no  distinction  (in  cases  of  tight  and  ¥rrong)  of  rank 
or  class  or  colour. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,   at   the    Ghiiana   Public    Buildings,   Georgetown, 
Demerara,  this  7th  day  of  March  1838,  and  in  the  first  year  of  Her  Majesty's 

^^  'William  Neshitt  Orange^  Acting  Governor. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor, 

H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary. 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


(C.) 
(Circular.) 

Sir,  Guiana  Public  Buildings,  7  March  1838. 

His  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor  has  directed  me  to  forward  to  you  the  accompanying 
Address  to  the  Apprenticed  Labourers,  with  his  earnest  request  that  you  should  give  it  the 
utmost  publicity  throughout  your  district 

IL 

The  implicit  trust  and  confidence  which  were  reposed  by  all  classes,  but  especially  by  the 
apprenticed  labourers,  in  the  distinguished  individual  whose  death  ^e  whole  communityso 
deeply  deplore,  have  rendered  the  loss  of  his  valuable  hfe  a  great  public  calamity.  The 
continuance  of  gocki  order,  the  stability  of  the  present  flourishing  state  of  the  country,  de- 
mands from  every  officer  in  the  service  of  Her  Majesty  the  utmost  care  and  circumspection 
at  this  time ;  nor  can  this  care,  in  the  opinion  of  his  Excellency  the  Acting  Govemor>  be 
better  exercised  on, your  part  than  by  the  most  patient  and  assiduous  exertions  to  maintain 
and  increase  the  rehance  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  district,  in  the  due  and  upright  adini<* 
nistration  of  the  laws  generally,  and  most  especially  in  the  zealous  and  impartial  execution 
of  such  of  them  as  relate  to  your  office.  By  more  than  ordinary  attempts  (made  however 
discreetly,  and  only  as  occasion  may  in  your  judgment  seem  to  require)  to  draw  to  yourself 
some  portion  of  that  confiding  expectation  and  submission  witii  wnich  the  lower  orders  in- 
variably regarded  the  acts  of  the  late  Governor,  you  will  contribute  most  materially  to  the 
preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity. 

Should  your  prudent  and  alert  conduct  have  this  happy  efiect,  and  tend  also  to  the  main- 
tenance of  cheerful  industiy,  it  will  be  the  pleasing  duty  of  his  Excellency  the  Acting 
Governor  to  obtain  for  you  the  thanks  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  their  Honours  the  respective  Sheriffs  H.  E.  F.  Young,  Government  Secretary, 

and  Special  Justices. 
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BRITISH  GUUNA.  ^^    ^^^^  _No.  175.— 

No.  1 75.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Officer  administering  the 

Govenmient  of  British  Guiana. 
Sir,  Downing-street,  16  April  1838. 

On  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  the  packet,  the  intelligence  has  reached  me  of 
the  death  of  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth.  It  has  heen  my  mournful  duty  to 
communicate  the  intelligence  to  The  Queen,  and  it  has  been  received  by  Her 
Majesty  with  deep  concern.  By  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  loss  to  Her 
Majesty's  service  is  severely  felt ;  and  on  my  own  part  it  would  not  be  easy  for 
me  to  express  to  you  the  sorrow  which  I  feel  for  the  death  of  Sir  James  Car- 
michael Smyth,  both  as  a  public  calamity  and  on  grounds  of  the  highest  personal 
respect  and  esteem. 

After  administering  the  government  of  the  Bahamas  for  some  years  with 
ability,  decision  and  success,  he  was  appointed  to  the  highly-important  post 
which  he  has  since  occupied,  at  that  critical  period  when  the  minds  both  of  the 
planters  and  of  the  negroes  were  agitated  at  the  approach  of  great  changes  in  the 
relations  between  them  and  in  the  general  condition  of  society.  It  was  above  all 
things  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  colonial  community  that  the  Governor  should 
inspire  the  negroes  with  an  implicit  confidence  in  his  determination  to  do  justice 
to  their  cause,  and  this  confidence  was  almost  immediately  secured  by  the  energy 
and  inflexible  resolution  with  which  Sir  James  Carmichael  Smyth  protected  their 
rights  and  promoted  their  well-being  upon  aU  occasions.  And  if  his  policy  was 
for  a  time  disapproved  and  resisted  by  the  planters,  they  had  at  least  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  at  all  times  that  they  were  under  the  government  of  a  man 
whose  abilities  and  courage  rendered  him  equal  to  any  emergency  that  could 
arise ;  whilst,  as  the  course  of  events  unfolded  the  advantages  of  the  conduct  which 
had  been  adopted,  and  proved  the  wisdom  of  the  spirit  by  which  the  Governor 
had  been  guided  in  his  administration  of  affairs,  bearing  upon  the  relations 
between  the  planter  and  the  negro,  all  parties  appear  to  have  become  equally 
sensible  of  the  gratitude  which  was  owing  to  him.  They  were  indeed  indebted 
mainly  to  him  for  the  ease  and  security  with  which  the  transition  from  slavery 
to  apprenticeship  had  been  accomplished,  and  for  the  growing  prosperity,  con- 
tentment, and  moral  and  religious  improvement  which  followed,  and  to  the  pro- 
motion of  which  his  efforts  were  unceasingly  and  most  efficaciously  directed  down 
to  the  last  days  of  his  existence. 

There  is  no  public  functionary  in  the  colonial  empire  at  the  present  time 
whose  continued  services  would  have  been  of  higher  importance  to  die  prospects 
of  the  portion  of  that  empire  which  is  now  placed  in  circimistances  at  once  so 
novel  and  so  deeply  interesting  to  humanity.  The  only  consolation  which  can  be 
suggested  for  the  loss  of  such  services  is  to  be  found  in  the  reflection,  that  the 
security,  confidence  and  contentment  which  his  efforts  have  established,  afford 
the  best  promise  of  success  in  conducting  the  colonial  society  through  the  changes 
which  are  yet  to  come,  and  that  the  benefits  which  have  been  derived  from  his 
exertions  are  not  of  a  nature  to  terminate  with  his  hfe. 

It  must  be  my  care  to  advise  Her  Majesty,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  in  the 
selection  of  a  successor,  to  whose  hands,  under  Divine  Providence,  the  arduous 
trust  which  has  thus  become  vacant  may  be  worthily  committed.  The  arrange- 
ments which  are  to  be  made  in  the  meantime  will  be  notified  to  you  in  a  separate 
despatch.  I  ^ye,  &c. 

(signed)        Glenelg. 

/xr^   ^o^  —No.  176.— 

(No.  43.) 

No.  176.  Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  firom  Major  Orange  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Public  Buildings,  Demerara,  14  March  1838. 

With  reference  to  the  despatch.  No.  26,  dated  12th  February  last,  addressed 
to  your  Lordship  by  the  late  Governor,  I  have  now  the  honour  of  forwarding  to 
your  Lordship  returns  for  last  month,  exhibiting  the  number  and  extent  of 
punishments  awarded  against  apprenticed  labourers  by  special  justices  ;  of  the 
complaints  preferred  by  apprenticed  labourers  or  articled  servants  against  their 
employers  ;  and  lastly  an  epitome  of  all  cases  brought  before  the  crinunal  courts 
held  in  the  several  counties.  j  1         « 

(signed)         W.  N.  Orange^  Acting  Governor. 
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BRITISH  GUIANA. 


Enclosure  in  No.  176. 


Government  Notice. 

The  Acting  Governor  has  directed  the  following  Returns  for  the  month  of  February  to  be 
published  in  the  Royal  Gazette. 

By  his  Ezcellenc/s  conunand, 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Young, 

Government  Secretary. 
Guiana  Public  Buildings,  13  March  1838. 


End.  in  No.  176. 


(A.) 

EXHIBITINO  the  Ndmbe*  tnd  Emct  of  the  Rmdrns  of  Ponwhmehts  received  by  the  Governor  from  the  Special  Magiftrates. 


Diftrict. 


A.   Upper  Div. 

A.  Lower  Div. 
R       - 

C.   Town  Div. 
C.   Town  Div. 

C.  Upper  Div. 

D.  - 

E.  - 


F.  -        -  - 

G.  -        -  - 

H.  Upper  Div.  - 

H.  Lower  Div.  - 

L  -        -  - 

K.  .        .  - 

L.  -        -  - 

M.  -        -  - 


Name 

of 

Spedal  Hagiatrate. 


Thoa.  Coleman 

C.  H.  Strutt 
A.  M.  Lyona 

Geo.  Roia 

Auatin  Carroll 


:i 


J.  A.  Allen 

D.  M<Lennan    .  - 

Thoa.  Delafona   - 


George  Kdlock  - 
GeorgeBaB 

J.  O.  L.  Mme   - 

W.  J.  Brittain    • 
George  Roee 
W.  H.  Ware 
A.VanR.cleGroot 

K.  Heyland 


Total  Number 

of 

Apprentioea 

compnaed  in  thia 

Diatrict. 


Maka. 


M70 

1,728 
2,932 

8,346 


2,243 
3,183 
2,831 


4,466 
2,000 

1,434 

1,600 
1,063 
2,556 
1,604 

1,891 


Femalea. 


&i 


n 


1,340 

1,617 
2,739 

3,428  J 


2,134 
2,594 
2,637 


4,346 
1,470 

1,850 

1,560 

923 

2,423 

1,449 

1,646 


Total  Number 

of 
Malea  pnniahed. 


By 

whipping. 


Otberwiae 

than  by 

whipping. 


16 
20 


14 

16 
13 
26 


4 
2 

13 


22 
7 


10 


I 
If 


^f\ 
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B  B   3 


J 

11- 


-I 


5  0}  o  ^ 


Hi-. 


16daya 


14daya 


2  wedoa    - 


4weeka 


1  week     - 

2  months - 

-  -  Colony 
prison  four 
months,  80- 
litary  con- 
finement 

3  months. 

1  month  - 


t  month  - 


1  month  - 


2  months. 


S 

1  montl  - 

2weeks   - 


MaTJmwm  of  Severity 

in  any  other 
Mode  of  Poniahment 


t  mon&'seztra  labovr  on  the 


3  montha*  hard  labour  on  the 
treadmiD. 

2  weeka*  extra  bbour. 


2  weeka^hardbbour. 
4  weeks*  hard  labour 

3  months*  hard  labour. 
1  month's  extra  labour. 
42  days*  extra  lab6ur. 


1  month's  hard  labour  at  the 
treadmiD. 


20  days*  extra  Uboor. 


1  month*a  hard  labour  on  the 
eatate. 

2  weeka*  extimlabov. 
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(B.) 

GENERAL  RETURN  of  CoMPLAiircs  preferred  by  Aptrbittxcbd  Laboukbm  or  A&ticlxo  Sbktaitts. 


Dirtrict. 


A.  l^ppcr  Section  • 


A*  Lower  Section  • 


SpecialJuitioe. 


Thomai  G>leman 

» 
C.  H.  Stmtt      - 


A.  M.  Lyons 


J.  A.  Allen 


Town  Section 


P. 


O.     -        -        - 

H.  l^pper  Section 
H.  Lower  Section 
L       -        .        - 
K.     -        -        . 


L.      - 
11     - 


Geoigt  Roee 

Austin  Carroll    - 

D.  M<Lennan     - 


Thomas  Ddafims 


GeorgeKflUoek  - 


George  Ban 
J.  O.  L.  More 
W.  J.  Brittain 
GeoigeRose 
W.  H.  Ware 


A.VanR.DeGroot 
K.  Heyland 


F^om  what  Ertate . 


Helena 
MelriDe 

Greenfield     • 
C3onbroek     - 
Ann's  Orore 
Dochfbor 
Baillie*s  Hope 
John  and  Orrt 
Paradise 

Friendship     - 

Torkeyen 

Good  Hope    - 

Felicity 

Vryhad*sLQst 

New  Orange  Bliaaaan 

LaPenitence- 
Ruimveld 

Rome  and  Houston 
Peter*sHan  - 
HersteUing    - 
Farm   •        .        . 
Corent  Garden 
Great  Diamond 
Little  Dianumd 
Golden  Grore 
Friendship     - 
Arcadia  and  Bibcha 
Henry  -        -        - 
Profit   •        «        - 


Employers  Art*  Srts* 
Empk^rers  N.  P.    - 

AnnaCatharina     * 
Good  Intent  - 
Nismes       ,   « 
Vreeden  Vriendschap 

Greenwich  Park 
Blankenbug 

Success         - 

Wissdvalligheid  . 

Vertrowen     -  - 

Artiekd  Senrant  - 

Spring  Garden 

No  complaint 

No  return  received 

No  complaint 

Balthrock      - 
Biairmont 
Gebroeders    - 


Lochaber 
Everton        - 

Roasfield 

Mary's  Hope 
Hampshire    • 


21 


2    19 


37 


1 
1 

3 

1 
1 
3 
2 
6 
2 

1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
3 
6 
2 

1 
18 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
3 
2 
3 

9       4 

7       - 

1 

1 


126 


32     72 


21 


ofPtoUntt 
ArtitUStma 


FaediB/. 


FmedlOL 


Fined  ill 


RnedS/. 


Fined  6/. 
Fined  13/ 


Fined  £.16&a 


Fined  5s. 

Fined  £.1. 
FiaadH/ 
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(C.) 

EXHIBITING  an  'Emoum  of  all  Cases  brought  before  the  Momthlt  Intbuoe  CftiicnrAX.  Coukts,  together  with  iht  Besolt  of  the 

Proeesdings  in  each  Case. 


No. 


a 

3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 


Nsme  of  Accused. 


Edward     - 

Polydore    - 
John  B.Edward 

Friday       -      -  - 

Colin 

Christ.  Behrends 

Christian  Coding 
Jane  Harlequin  - 
Jos.  Bignd  -1 
James  Moll  -J 
M'Leod     - 

Dominique 


Geoige      - 

Samuel  Je£kry    - 

Alexander- 
James  Lea 
Prince 
Charles      - 
J.  B.  Gray 
A.  G.  Fowler    • 
J.  Longley 
A.  W.  Perry      - 
D.  Grant- 
Evan  McDonald- 
James  Mulligar  - 
Jos.  Whitehead  - 
aE.Drake       - 
W.  Napier 


Station  in  Life. 


Apprenticed  labourer  < 

•    -    idem 
-    -    idem 


-  -    idem 
Merchant - 

Shop-keeper 
SemptresB 
Mariners  of  the  brig^l 
Frederick  -  -/ 
Apprenticed  labourer 

-  -    idem 


Not  described    « 

Apprentieed  labourer  • 

-  -    idem 

-  -     idem 
•     -    idem 


Gentlemen  in  diarge"| 
of  Estates  in  the  I 
County  of  Essequibo.  J 


OPBUce  chsTged  with. 


Burglazy  and  theft 

Assault  on  a  oonstsble  • 
Theft         -        - 


Mem        ------- 

Burglary  and  theft  ----- 
Harbouring  and  employing  another  person's 
apprentice  --_.-. 
SdUng  spirits  to  soldiers  -  •  -  - 
As  No.  6. 


{ 


Assaulting  the  master  of  the  brig  Frederick 
Burglaxy  and  theft        .        -        -        - 

Wilful  indolence,  unlawful  absenoe  firom  work,'] 
and  instigating  others  to  acts  of  in8ttbordina> 
tion         -        -         -        -        - 

Breaking  out  of  jail  when  under  sentence  andl 
subsequently  committing  various  thefts  - 

Assault  and  battery  on  a  female 

Theft 

Assault      ------ 

Assanlt  and  wounding  «.        -        -        . 
Ditto  ditto        .         -        .        . 


mega!  state  of  the  roads 


Result  of  TriaL 


One  month's  imprisonment  in  eolony  jail  with 
hard  labour,  and  to  receive  15  stripes. 

Fourteen  days    ;    -    -    ditto      -    -    ditto. 

Three  montha*  imprisonment  with  haidlabonr, 
and  to  receive  80  stripes,  * 

One  month's      -    -    -    ditto     -    -    dittou 

Acquitted. 

Rned  £  10.  and  10  stripes  per  day  for  12  days; 
imprisonment  till  paid,  not  to  exceed  one  month* 

Fined  160  guilders  -     -    ditto      -     14  days. 

Fined  £.3.  -    -    -    -    ditto      •    -    ditto. 

One  week  solitary  imprisonment  in  colony  jaiL 


Two  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour,  and 
to  receive  26  atripea. 

One  month's  imprisonnient  with  hard  labour. 

Thne  mon^' imprisonment  with  ditto  and  39  st 

Fined  £.  4.,  imprisonment  till  paid,  not  to  ezoeed 
one  month. 

Two  months'  solitary  confinement. 
Fined  £.10. 

One  month's  solitary  oon^nement. 
-    -    ditto    -    -    or  a  fine  of  £.6. 
Acquitted. 
Fined  220  guOden. 

„      330     ditto. 

„      220     ditto. 

M      220     ditlo. 

„      UO     ditto. 
Acquitted. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 


Table  (B.) 

RETURN  of  the  Nombbk  and  Erncr  of  the  RnuEWs  of  PoivuHVKirrs  received  by  the  Governor  of  BriH$k  Guitma  from  the  Spadal 

from  the  1st  June  1837  to  the  31st  Jsnuary  1838. 


Total 

Number  of 

Apprentices 

throughout 

the 

Total 
Number  of 

inflicted 
'    underthe 
Authority  of 

Special 

Magistrates 

thxiDughont 

the  same. 

Propor- 
tion per 
Cent,  of 
Punish- 

Appren- 
tices. 

Total  Number  of 

Total 
Number 

of 
Females 
punished. 

The 

Number  of 
Stripes 

JnAinkM^  in 

Cases  of 
Punishment 

Whipping. 

The 

Maximum 

Numbered 

Stripes 

inflicted 

in  any  one 

Case  of 

Whipping. 

The  Maximum  of 
Case  of  Punishment 

DATE. 

1 

TheMaximunof 
Sfeverity  in  any  other 
ModeofPoniahnMBt 

1837: 

June    -  -     - 

70,479 

334 

i 

1 

166 

167 

80 

30 

Onemonth   - 

-  .  One  month'shard 
labour  on  the  treadmill. 

July    .        - 

69,932 

661 

326 

326 

- 

- 

Three  months 

Two  months*  ditto. 

Augnst         - 

70,216 

606 

8 

267 

241 

28 

36 

Three  months 

Two  months' ditto. 

September     - 

67,261 

360 

- 

222 

128 

- 

- 

Three  months 

Two  mootha*  ditto. 

October 

66,291 

346 

1 

196 

146 

39 

39 

Two  months  - 

Two  mon^' ditto. 

November 

67,326 

366 

2 

196 

167 

39 

39 

Two  months' ditto. 

December     - 

66,163 

328 

- 

181 

147 

- 

- 

Threemonths 

Three  mon^' ditto. 

1838: 

Jannary 

66,260 

338 

- 

196 

137 

- 

- 

Three  months 

V^bnarj      - 

66,293 

368 

174 

194 

- 

Three  monthi' ditto. 
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APPENDIX. 


C  O  L  O  N  I  A  L     LAWS. 


Appendix,  No.  5. 


Enclobure  in  Sir  JS.  J.  Murray  3PGregar's  Despatch,  4  April  1837. — No.  76. 
Barbados. — No.  620. 

Appendix,  No.  5.       An  Act  to  repeal  the  d8th  Clause  of  an  Act,  intituled,  ''  An  Act  for  the  Abolition  of 
—  Slavery,  for  the  Government  of  Apprenticed  Labourers,  and  for  ascertaining  and  enforcing 

the  reciprocal  Duties  between  them  and  their  Employers." — Passed  30  March  1837. 

Whbrbas  erroneous  impressions  have  been  engendered  in  the  mindia  of  the  apprenticed 
labourers  of  this  Island,  wnich  have  operated  most  injuriously  on  the  condition  of  their  free 
children : 

And  whereas  the  provisions  of  the  38th  clause  of  the  Abolition  Act  of  this  Island,  taken 
from  the  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  Authorizing  in  certain  cases  the  apprenticeship  of 
these  children,  has  been  made  the  means  of  creatmg  these  impressions,  and  has  become 
altogether  inoperative ; 

1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted^  by  the  governor,  council  and  assembly,  Tkat  the  said  clause 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  absolutely  repealed. 

2.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  Act  shall  not  he  in  force  in  this 
Island  imtil  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known  thereon. 


Repeals  the  38th 
Clause  of  the  Act 
here  mentioned. 
Clacse  9,  not  to  be 
in  force  until  his 
Majesty's  pleasure 
shalL  be  known. 


Read  three  times,  and  passed  the  Council 
unanimously,  this  28th  day  of  March 
1837. 

(signed)      Samuel  Htuhands, 

Acting  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

I  assent. 
30  March  1837.  (signed) 


Read  three  times,  and  patssed  the  Greneral 
Assembly,  thb  14th  da.y  of  March  1837. 

(signed)      John  Blayersj 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

E.  J.  Murray  M^  Gregory  Governor. 
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Enclosure  in  Governor  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth's  Despatch,  6  December  1836.— "No.  140. 
British  Gruiana. — No.  86. 

Appendix,  No.  6.        An  Ordinance  regulating  the  Qualification  for  the  exercise  of  the  Elective  Franchise  in 
British  (jkiinea.— (Passed  2d  December  1836.) 

Ordinance  enacted  by  his  Excellency  Major-CJeneral  Sir  Jemes  Carmichael  Smythj 
Bart.,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Honourable  the  Court 
of  Policy. 

To  all  whom  these  presents  do,  may  or  shall  come,  greeting ;  Be  it  known : 
Whereas  upon  the  2d  day  of  May  1836,  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-governor,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  honourable  the  Court  of  Policy  of  Bnti^  (}uiana, 
framed  and  passed  an  ordinaifce,  intituled,  **  An  Ordinance  to  establish  a  new  qualification  for 
the  exercise  of  the  Elective  Franchise  in  this  Colony :''  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  and 
necessary  that  the  same  should  be  repealed : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  as  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  and 
publication  of  this  ordinance,  the  said  ordinance,  intituled,  "  An  Ordinance  to  establish  a 
new  qualification  for  the  exercise  of  the  Elective  Franchise  in  this  Colony"  shall  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed. 

1.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  taking  eflFect  of  this  ordinance,  every 
inhabitant  of  this  colony,  of  full  age  and  not  subject  to  any  legal  disability,  who,  for  him- 
self, or  as  curator,  adsiinistrator,  sequestrator,  executor,  guardian,  or  in  any  other  eapacitj, 
shall  have  been  assessed  to  pay  direct  taxes  to  the  colonial  revenue  upon  an  income  of  not 
less  than  2,001  guilders,  or  who  shall  have  paid  direct  taxes  to  the  amount  of  70  guilders 

or 
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or  upwards,  in  the  year  of  or  in  the  year  preceding  any  new  election  of  a  member  of  the    Appendix,  No.  6. 

College  of  Electors  or  of  the  College  of  Financial  Representatives  of  this  colony,  or  who  

after  Uie  publication  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  assessed  upon  an  income  of  the  amount  as 
aforesaid,  or  who  shall  be  assessed  and  liable  to  pay  to  the  colonial  revenue  of  the  said 
colony  direct  taxes  to  the  amount  of  70  guilders  or  upwards,  and  not  being  in  arrear  in 
the  payment  of  such  taxes  for  more  than  six  months  from  the  date  of  such  taxes  becoming 
payable,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  upon  and  for  the  election  of  any  such  member  of  the 
respective  i^oUeges  aforesaid. 


2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  two  or  more  persons  shall  possess  jointly,  or 


possessors  or  partners 

amount  of  direct  taxes  by  them  jointly  paid  or  payable  (when  divided  by  the  number  of 
persons  paymg  the  same,)  shall  be  sufficient  to  give  or  leave  to  each  of  such  possessors  or 
partners  a  proportion  amounting  to  the  sum  of  70  guilders;  and  provided  further,  that 
every  such  possessor  or  partner,  claiming  a  ri^ht  to  vote,  shall  be  bound  to  prove  annually,  by 
the  affidavit  of  himself,  or  of  some  other  credible  person,  before  a  magistrate  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer  the  same  without  fee  or  reward, 
that  his  individual  share  of  such  direct  taxes  amounts  to  70  gilders ;  which  affidavit,  to  be 
made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  lodged  at  the  office  of  the  Financial  Accountant  in  George  Town, 
or  at  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Receiver-General  in  New  Amsterdam. 

3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  possessing  a  right  to  vote  as  aforesaid,  and  who 
shall  be  absent  from  the  colony,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  by  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney : 
Provide!  always,  that  the  name  or  names  of  the  party  or  parties  absent  from  the  colony, 
in  whose  behsuf  any  vote  or  votes  are  given,  shall  oe  mlly  set  forth  in  such  vote  or  votes. 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  every  case  in  which  any  property  affording  a  qualification 
or  qualifications  for  voting  as  aforesaid  is  administered  by  sequestrators,  curators,  adminis- 
trators, executors,  guardians  or  trustees,  such  sequestrators  and  others  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  m  respect  of  such  property  on  behalf  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof: 
Provided  always,  that  the  number  of  votes  received  or  receivable  in  respect  thereof  shall 
not  exceed  the  number  of  votes  which,  under  this  ordinance,  it  would  be  competent  for  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  if  in  the  immediate  administration  thereof,  and  directly  exercising 
the  right  of  voting,  to  give ;  provided  further,  that  in  cases  where  such  property  is  owned 
jointly  or  in  common  by  two  or  more  persons,  the  affidavit  relating  thereto,  as  prescribed 
m  the  second  section  oi  this  ordinance,  shall  be  made  and  given  in.  • 

^  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  each  and  every  year,  commencing  with  the  year 
1837,  the  Financial  Accountant  in  George  Town,  and  the  Assistant  Receiver-General  in 
New  Amsterdam,  shall  be  bound,  and  they  are  each  of  them  hereby  required,  within  one 
calendar  month  from  the  last  day  fixed  by  law  for  giving  in  at  the  offices  of  the  said 
Financial  Accountant  and  Assistant  Receiver-G^eral,  tne  annual  returns  for  colonial  taxes,  to 
make  out  from  such  returns,  or  in  cases  of  partnership  or  joint  property,  from  the  affidavits 
thereunto  relating,  as  hereinbefore  required,  a  list  or  registry  of  the  names  of  all  persons  in 
the  respective  districts,  who  shall  appear  by  such  returns  and  affidavits  to  he  primd  facie 
qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  such  list  or  register  the  said  names  shall  De  arranged 
in  alphabetical  order  of  the  surnames  of  the  parties  so  qualified  as  aforesaid ;  and  upon  the 
completion  of  such  lists  the  same  shall  be  nested  up  during  office  hpurs  in  some  con- 

S'cuous  place  in  the  offices  of  the  said   I^ancial  Accountant  and  Assistant  Receiver- 
neral,  and  shall  moreover  be  three  times  published  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  the  colony. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Financial 
Accountant  and  Assistant  Receiver-General,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  authorized  and 
required  to  correct  and  amend  such  list  or  register,  if  it  should  at  any  time  be  made  to 
appear  to  them  or  either  of  them  that  any  clericsQ  or  other  error  has  by  either  of  them  been 
committed  therein;  and  it  shall  be  further  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  claiming  a  right 
-to  vote  whose  name  shall  not  have  been  inserted  in  any  such  list  or  registry  as  aforesaid 
by  the  Financial  Accountant  or  Assistant  Receiver-General,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  prefer  in 
writing  a  representation  of  any  such  non-insertion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Court  of^  Policy, 
which  shall  oy  the  said  secretary  be  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable  thereafter  laid  before 
the  honourable  the  Court  of  Policy,  when  the  court  will  make  such  decision  on  the  case  and 
such  order  on  the  said  Financial  Accountant  or  Assistanr  Receiver-General  relative  thereto, 
as  it  may  deem  fit  and  proper. 

6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  the  purposes  of  any  election  now  pending,  or  in 
progress,  or  in  which  the  votes  may  be  returnable  before  the  list  or  registry  of  votes  for  the 
year  1837  shall  be  completed,  a  list  or  registry  of  votes  shall  be  framed  by  the  said  Finan- 
cial Accountant  and  Assistant  Receiver-^Jeneral  from  the  returns  made  tor  colonial  taxes 
for  the  year  1836,  and  such  list  or  registry  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  said  Financial 
Accountant  and  the  said  Assistant  Receiver-Ueneral,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Court  of  Policy, 
one  week  at  least  before  the  period  of  voting  at  any  such  election  shall  cease,  to  be  by  the 
said  secretary  laid  before  the  nonourable  the  Court  of  Policy,  when  the  boxes  containing  the 
votes  at  any  such  election  shall  be  opened. 

7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  vote  to  be  given  at  any  such  election  as  afore- 
said, and  every  affidavit  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall 
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Appendix,  No,  6.  be  as  near  as  may  be  respectively  accordine  to  the  forms  set  forth  in  the  schedules  here- 
1  wito  annexed y  under  the  letters  (A.)  (B.)  ana  (C.) 

And  that  no  i^orance  shall  be  pretended  of  this  our  ordinance^  these  presents  shall  be 
printed  and  pubhshed  in  the  customary  manner. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  at  our  Ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Guiana  Public 
Buildinesy  Geoige  Town,  Demerara^  this  2d  day  of  December  1836,  and  published 
the  3d  toUowing. 

J.  Carmichael  Smyth. 
By  command  of  the  Court, 

(signed)        H.  E.  F.  Ymmg^  Secretary. 


(A.) 

I,  A.  B.  do  swear,  That  C.  D.  and  E.  J.  are  partners  of  the  firm  of 
or  joint  common  owners  of  Plantation  (as  the  case  may  be)  and  that 

the  individual  share  of  direct  taxes  assessed  for  the  year  on  said  firm  or  plantatioD, 

and  paid  or  payable  by  each  of  said  amounts  to  70  L 

(signed)        A.  B, 

Partner  in  the  firm  of 

(or  joint  proprietors  of  plantation  ) 

(or  agent  of  proprietor  of  plantation.) 

(or  partner  in  the  firm  of  ) 


(B.) 

I  vote  for  A.  B.  to  fill  the  present  vacancy  in  the  College  of  Electors  (or  College  of 
Financial  Representative^  as  the  case  may  be) 

(signed)        A.  B. 

(or  signed        A,  B. 
Attorney,  Agent,  or  Representative  of  C.  D. 
absent  fix)m  the  Colony.) 


(C.) 

For  a  Crediblb  Witness. 
I,  A.  B.,  do  swear.  That  C.  D.,  E.  F.,  &c.  (setting  forth  the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom 
the  affidavit  applies)  are  partners  of  the  firm  of  (or  joint  owner?  of  the 

plantation  as  the  case  may  be) ;  and  that  the  individual  share  of  direct 

tales  as^ssed  on  said  firm  or  plantation  (as  the  case  may  be)  for  the  year 
paid  or  payable  by  each  of  saia  partners  or  joint  owners  (as  the  case  may  be)^  amounts  to 
the  sum  of  70  guilders. 


Appendix,  No.  7. 


ApDendix  No  7.  ^^  Obdikance  to  extend  Ae  Powers  of  the  Special  Justices,  passed  23  June  1837. 
(Enclosure  in  Sir  J.  C.  Smyth's  Despatch^  24  June  1837^  No.  152.) 

J.  Carmichael  Smyth, 
(l.  b.) 

Ordinance  enacted  by  his  Excellency  Major-General  Sr  James  Carmichael  Smytk, 
Bart.9  Sec.  &c.  Sec,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Honourable  Court 
of  Policy. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  do^  may  or  shall  come,  greeting :  Be  it  known : 
Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  powers  hitherto  vested  in  the  special  justices  of  the 
peace  should  be  increased ; 

1. — Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  honourable  Court  of  Policy  of  British  Guiana,  That  fix)m  and  after  the  passing 
and  publication  of  this  Ordinance,  such  special  justice  for  the  time  being  throughout  the 
biwdiMof  thepMoe       colony  of  British  Guiana,  resident  in  the  country  districts  of  British  (jruiana,  shall,  within 
•ndpHtjtbtfti.  the  country  district  to  which  he  shall  have  been  appointed  to  act  as  a  special  justice  of  the 

peace,  have,  and  he  is  hereby  vested  with,  full  power  and  authority  to  take  cognizance  of, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  all  cases  of  breaches  of  the 
peace  which  shall  in  his  judgment  not  merit  a  severer  punishment  than  a  penaltjr  of  Two 
pounds  sterUng  (Twenty-eight  guilders),  whether  the  same  shall  have  been  committed  by 
apprenticed  la&)urers  or  others ;  all  cases  of  petty  thefts,  where  the  property  stolen  shall  not 
exceed  the  value  of  Two  pounds  sterling;  each  and  every  cafee  of  .the  receipt  of  stolen  prot 
perty,  not  exceeding  the  same  value,  by  any  person  or  persons  with  ^  guilty  knowledge 

that 
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that  the  same  has  been  stolen;  each  and  every  case  of  embezzlement  of  property  to  the    Appendix,  No.  7. 

same  value;   each  and  every  case  where  property  not  exceeding  the  same  amomit  in  L 

value  shall  have  been  obtained  from  any  person  or  persons  under  any  false  or 
fraudulent  pretence,  together  with  each  and  every  case  of  malicious  injury  to  property  com- 
mitted, by  any  person  or  persons^  where  the  damage  sustained  shall  not  exceed  the  said 
amount  of  Two  pounds  sterling :  Provided  always,  That  each  and  every  one  of  the  offences 
hereinbefore  enumerated  shall  have  been  committed  by  some  person  or  persons  within  the 
limits  of  the  district  to  which  the  said  special  justice  shall  have  been  appomted. 

2. — And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  special  justices  resident  for  the  time  being  in  Special jiutioei  in 
Georgetown  and  New  Amsterdam,  shall  have  in  each  of  their  districts  a  like  jurisdi(ition,  Gcorge-townuidKew 
power  and  authority  over  each  and  every  one  of  the  offences  hereinbefore  enumerated,  save  and  ^^f^^  ^^ipi^ 
except  when  any  such  offence  shall  have  been  committed  within  any  of  the  wards  of  George-  ' 

town,  or  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam. 

3. — ^And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person  or  nersons  shall  be  at  liberty  to  prefer  to  any  Compkint  to  ipeciai  jtu- 
such  special  justice  of  the  pc^tce  (on  oath)  any  complaint  against  any  other  person  or  persons  tice  to  be  on  oath  andin 
for  any  of  the  offences  hereinbefore  enumerated,  which  complaint  shall  be  reduced  into  JJ^Jf'  Sunimonitobe 
writing,  and  shall  be  entered  by  the  special  justice  in  a  book  to  be  by  him  kept  for  that 
purpose;  and  such  complaint  shall  contain  a  description  of  the  charge  preferred  in  words 
of  ordinary  use,  with  a  reasonable  specification  of  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the 
offence  was  committed ;  and  upon  the  receipt  of  any  such  complaint,  the  special  justice  shall, 
if  he  see  fit,  issue  a  summons  for  the  appearance  before  him  of  the  person  or  persons  accused, 
and  of  any  witness  or  witnesses  who  may  be  required  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  special 
justice  may  think  proper  to  appoint. 

4. — And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and  every  such  summons  for  the  appearance  of  Comeqnenoe  of  neglect 
the  party  charged,  and  of  any  witness  or  witnesses  to  be  produced,  shall  be  in  the  forms  ofwunmonstoa^ar 
annexed,  marked  (A.)  and  (B.),  and  shall  be  served  by  any  person  whom  the  special  justice  ^JJ^'«*°*P*^*  P'*' 
shall  appoint  for  the  purpose ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  charged  with  any  offence  under 
this  Ordinance,  after  being  served  with  any  such  summons  to  appear  either  personally  or  by 
the  summons  being  left  at  his  usual  place  of  residence,  shall  refuse  to  render  due  obe- 
dience thereto,  the  special  Justice,  after  proof  being  made  to  his  satisfaction  of  the  service  of 
any  such  summons  upon  the  party  charged  by  the  oath  of  the  party  serving  the  same,  shall 
proceed  to  hear  the  complainant  and  his  witness  or  witnesses,  if  any,  ex  parte,  and  shall 
pronounce  such  decision  on  the  case  as  he  may  deem  just  and  reasonable. 

5. — And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  being  summoned  to  appear  Any  witness  nfbsing 
as  a  witness  or  witnesses  before  any  such  special  justice  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  *^^  summons  to  ap- 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  summons,  such  person  or  persons  shall  become  hable  to  appre-  J^'  ^^"^  ^  •pprehen- 
faension  under  a  warrant  to  be  issued  for  service  by  the  special  justice  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons in  the  form  annexed,  marked  (C.) 

6. — And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  summons,  warrant,  commitment  or  order,  if  Wamnt  issued  by  ipeeiai 
issued  for  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance  by  any  special  justice,  may  without  any  further  ju'«*»ce/n»ybecaiTiedmto 
authority  be  carried  into  execution  in  any  part  of  the  colony,  although  beyond  his  district.      ^Soy!^""**"'^'*^ 

7. — And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  the  appearance  before  the  special  justice  of  Substance  of  complaint, 
the  complainant  and  the  party  accused,  the  special  justice   shall   have  full   power  and  defend  a^  evidence  to 
authority  to  administer  an  oath  to   the  complainant,  and  if  he  see  fit  (in  any  case  of     °*'***^  *^^^ 
breach  of  the  peace),  to  the  accused   also,   and  to  any  witness  or  witnesses  appearing, 
either  for  the  complainant  or  for  the  accused ;   and  the  special  justice  shall  carefully 
note  down  in  a  booK  to  be  by  him  kept  for  the  purpose,  the  substance  of  the  complaint 
and  of  the  defence,  with  the  evidence  of  each  and  every  witness. 

8. — And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  special  justice  shall  have  full  power  and  autho-  Special  justice  may  ad- 
rity  to  adjourn  his  proceedings  from  time  to  time,  and  to  accept  any  security  in  money  to  J®**™  "^  *^  aecunty. 
the  amount  of  Two  pounds  sterling  (Twenty-eight  guilders),  for  the  appearance  before  him 
at  any  period  to  which  he  may  adjourn  his  proceedings  of  the  party  charged,  or  in  default  of 
such  security  being  given,  the  special  justice  may  commit,  in  the  form  annexed,  marked  (D.), 
the  offender  to  any  auly  authorized  place  of  confinement,  in  or  conti^ous  to  his  district, 
that  he  may  deem  proper,  pending  any  such  adjournment:    Provided  always.  That  no  Noadjounmienttoex. 
adjournment  shall  exceed  forty-eight  hours,  except  in  cases  of  sickness  or  other  unavoid-  ceed  forty-eight  hours, 
able  cause.  • 

9. — And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  after  having  given  to  the  Security  forfnted  if  party 
special  justice  such  security  as  aforesaid,  for  nis  appearance,  after  any  such  fuijoumment  M  to  appear  after  ad- 
of  the  proceedings,  shall,  without  any  reasonable  or  lawful  excuse  to  be  allowed  by  the  J*"*™"™^ 
special  justice,  mil  duly  to  make  such  appearance,  the  security  given  for  such  appear- 
ance shall  be  absolutely  forfeited  by  the  accused,   and  shall  by  the  special  justice   be 
paid  over  to  the  colonial  chest 

10. — And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  on  the  hearing  of  any  complaint  the  special  justice  spedai  justice  may  sane- 

shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  same  is  not  deserving  of  any  punishment  or  further  inqmry,  he  tion  compromise  in  case* 

may  dismiss  the  same;  and  may  in  any  case  of  breach  of  the  peace  sanction  any  com-  o^b"^^<»^ti»p»«e- 
promise  which  he  may  deem  just  and  proper  between  the  parties. 

11. — And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  be  either  on  his  own  confes-  Punishment  on  oonric- 
sion,  or  in  his  absence  after  having  been  summoned  as  aforeiaid^  or  on  other  evidence,  tionofoffimee. 
154.  —  II.  O  G  convicted 
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Apptodit,  No.  7.    convicted  before  any  special  iustice  of  any  offence  under  this  Ordinance,  save  and  except 

a  breach  of  the  peace,   such  person  shall  become  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than 

Five  shillings,  nor  more  than  Two  pounds  sterling,  with  or  without  imprisonment  ^th 
hard  labour,  solitary  or  otherwise,  for  any  period  not  exceedine  Six  days  in  any  gaol,  or 
in  any  place  sanctioned  for  the  custody  of  delinquents  under  the  Ordinance,  No.  4, 1837^ 
intituled,  ^*  An  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  to  establish  Inferior  Courts  of  Criniinal 
Justice  of  British  Guiana,  and  to  make  Regulaticm  and  Provision  instead  thereof/' 

r 

Penalty  on  wnTicUon  of       12.— And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall  be  convicted  before  any  such 
breMhoftiiepeMe.        special  justice  of  any  breach  of  the  peace,  such  person  shall  become  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  Five  shillings^  nor  more  than  Two  pounds  sterling. 

ConMqoenoeof  r«&inng        13. — And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  on  conviction 

to  p«y  penalty.  before  any  special  iustice  be  adjudged  to  pay  any  penalty,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 

the  same,  he  or  sne  shall  by  the  special  justice   oe  committed  either  to  the  common 

gaol  or  to  any  duly  sanctioned  place  of  confinement  as  aforesaid,  in  the  form  annexed 

under  the  letter  (£.),  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  days,  unless  the  penalty  be  sooner 

paid. 

No  prootti  of  apedai  14. — And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  summons,  warrant  or  process  of  any  kind  issued 

justice  to  be  quaahcd  for  \yy  ^h^  special  justice  shall  be  quashed  for  want  of  form,  or  held  void  by  reason  of  any  defat 

want  of  form.  therein,  if  expressed  with  reasonable  accuracy;  but  such  process  shall  receive  such  a  liberal 

construction  from  all  courts  and  judges  as  shall  support  the  same  as  good  and  effectual  for 

the  purpose  or  purposes  for  which  the  same  shall  have  been  issued. 

And  that  no  ignorance  may  be  pretended  of  this  our  Ordinance,  these  presents  shall 
be  printed  and  piu>lished  as  customary. 

Thus  done  and  enacted  at  our  Ordinary  Assembly,  held  at  the  Gkdana  Public 
Building,  George-town,  Demerary,  tnis  Twenty-third  June,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  Thirtynseven,  and  published  on  the  First  July  following. 

(signed)  J.  Carmichael  Smyth, 

By  conmiand  of  the  Court        (signed)    H.  E.  F.  Ytmng,  Secretary. 


(A.) 
FoRi^  OF  Summons  to  appear  before  a  Special  Justice  to  answer  a  Charge  preferred. 

Whereas  a  complaint  has  been  preferred  to  me  by  A.  B.  (or^  it  has  been  made  to  appear 
to  me  on  credible  evidence)^  that  you^  C.  D.,  did  on  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  18        (here  state  briefly  the  nature  of  the  offence). 

Now  I  do  hereby  sunomon  and  require  you^  the  said  C.  D.,  to  attend  before  me  on 
the  day  of  next,  at  then  and  there  to  answer 

to  the  said  complaint,  an^  further  to  proceed  according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  day  of  18 

To  E.  F.,  of  Special  Justice. 

(B.) 
Form  of  Summons  for  Attendance  of  a  Witness  before  a  Special  Justice. 
These  are  to  require  you  to  attend  before  me  on  the  day  of  next,  at 

the  hour  of  at  then  and  there  to  be  examined  before  me  as  a  witness, 

touching  and  concerning  a  certain  complaint  now  depending  before  me,  preferred  bdbre  me 
by  A.  B.  against  C.  D. 

Given  under  my  hand^  this  day  of  18 

To  E,  f. 

the  Colony  of  British  Guiafia. 


(C.) 

Warrant  of  Arrest  for  any  Person  refusing  to  attend  as  a  Witness  before  a  Special 
Justice  after  the  service  of  Summons. 

Whereas  on  the  day  of  18  I  did  issue  my  summons,  requiring 

A.  B.  to  appear  before  me  to  be  examined  as  a  witness,  (here  state  the  purport  of  the  sam- 
mons) ;  and  whereas  the  service  of  the  said  summons  on  the  said  A.  B.  has  been  made  to 
appear  to  me  by  su£Scient  proof,  and  he  hath  neglected  to  render  obedience  thereto.  Now 
you  are  hereby  authorized  to  arrest  the  person  of  the  said  A.  B.,  and  him  (or  her)  to  brine 
before  me  on  the  d^y  of  next^  at  and  for  so  doing  this  sball 

be  your  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  day  of  18 

To  Special  Justice. 

(D.)      COMHITlflKT 
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Appendix,  No.  7. 
(D.)  

Commitment  by  Special  Justice  in  Default  of  Security. 

Whereas  A.  B.  was  this  day  brought  before  me  on  a  complaint  preferred  against  him  (or 
her)  by  C.  D.  for  (here  briefly  state  me  nature  of  the  offence),  and  it  has  become  necessaiy 
to  adjourn  the  further  investigation  of  the  complaint  until  ,  and  the  said  A.  B. 

having  by  me  been  required  to  give  sufficient  security  for  his  further  appearance  before  me, 
on  the  day  of  at  then  and  there  further  to  proceed  in  the 

matter  of  the  said  complaint,  hath  refused  (or  neglected)  to  give  the  said  security  by  me  re- 
quired. These  are,  therefore,  to  require  and  command  you,  him  (or  her)  the  said  A.  B., 
safely  to  convey  and  deliver  to  at  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 

him  (or  her)  the  said  A.  B.  to  receive,  and  safely  in  his  custody  to  Keep,  until  the  said  A.  B. 
shall  give  the  said  security  or  be  otherwise  discharged  in  due  course  ot  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  day  of  18 

To  Special  Justice. 


(E.) 

Form  of  Cpmmitmsnt  of  a  Party  refusing  or  neglecting  after  Conviction  to  pay  Penalty. 

Whereas  upon  the  day  of  IB        A.  B.  was  convicted  before  me  of 

having  on  the  day  of  at  (here  briefly  state  the  nature  of  the 

offence,)  and  I  did  then  adjudge  the  said  A.  B.,  for  his  said  ofience,  to  pay  a  penalty  of 
And  the  said  A.  B.,  although  by  me  so  convicted  and  required  to  pay  the  said  penalty,  hath 
^refused  (or  neglected)  to  pay  tlie  same.  These  are,  therefore,  to  authorize  and  reqmre  you 
him  (or  b^)  the  said  A.  B.  safely  to  convey  and  deliver  to  the  keeper  of  the  common  gaol  (or 
^other  duly  sanctioned  jdaoe  of  ccmfinement,  as  the  case  may  be,)  who  is  hereby  auuiorized 
and  reqmred  him  (or  her)  the  said  A.  B,  to  receive  and  safely  to  keep  in  custody,  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  days,  unless  the  said  penalty  be  sooner  paid,  or  the  said  A.  B.  be  other- 

wise discharged  in  due  course  of  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  day  of  18 

To  Special  Justice. 
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